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Our Next Issue... 

Will be our Wooden Boat Show Report 
issue, who knows what we’ll turn up of 
interest at Newport. Because of the time 
of the Show, I’ll delay publication about 
° days later than normal in order to get 
it right into print, so don’t get con- 
cerned if your September 15th copy is a 
few days late. 

On the Cover... 
The S.S. Crocker Memorial Race repor- 
ted on in this issue attracted over 60 
boats of all sizes and forms, and one of 
the more interesting was this converted 
double ended lifeboat with everything it 
had aboard hanging up there in the calm 
that hovered around the first two thirds 
of this event. 
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Tuesday, July 30th on Salem Sound; 
clear bright air, blue skies, moderate 
southwest winds, a golden high summer 
day. In Marblehead, Salem, Beverly and 
Manchester around the Sound well over 
5,000 pleasure boats rested at marina 
slips or on moorings. Out on the water 
with us were never more than a dozen 
visible. The place, such a madhouse on 
a summer weekend, was deserted. Where 
was everyone? 

On Tuesday, working of course. 
But everyone? It’s vacation time. Some- 
one else must have had the time off, in 
all those thousands of boats. And with a 
day like this, not humid, not muggy, not 
calm, not blustery,. just beautiful. We 
could have been in Neva Scotia some- 
where. 

We. Bob Brown is recently ret- 
ired at 55, through fortuitous personal 
circumstances, Me, this is my job, go 
around and mess about in boats with other 
folks and write it up afterwards. Bob knew 
I was available so when he decided to go 

for a sail in his son’s Rhodes 19,he cal- 
led me. 

Sort of a trip getting there. Bob’s 
son keeps his boat in Marblehead Har- 
bor (sanctum sanctorum for yachties and 
racers) and belongs to the venerable Co- 
rinthian Yacht Club out on rather exclu- 
sive Marblehead Neck. Racing the Rhodes 
is his one sport (he’s an architect buil- 
ding his own business up) so the cost of 
doing it this way seems bearable. For 
me, definitely a puvlic dock type, the gig 
of parking by the tennis courts at the 
Corinthian, walking through the gates 
onto the sprawling veranda, peeking at 
100 years of commodore photos on the 

ommentary 
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Journalism has 
its rewards... 

walls inside, viewing the dining room 
overlooking this Mecca of yachting, all 
quite something. And the launch ride out 
to the Rhodes with Bot, who is qualified 
for all this through his family relation- 
ship. What a trip. A taste ofhow the game 
can be played if you don’t mind what it 
costs and are willing to wait for your 
application to reach the top of the pile. 

Sailing the Rhodes was a teeny bit 
of deja vu, for my early sailing lessons 
(yes I took lessons, didn’t know anyone 
who sailed in 1977) were in Gloucester 
Harbor in a Rhodes, one I iater rented 
a couple of times to practice in, before 
we got a boat of our owa. The 19 foot 
keelboat is lively yet comfortable, and 
certainly feels different than the center- 
boarders I’ve come to be more familiar 
with, 

So these two at-leisure types en- 
joyed a couple of hours of sailing over to 
Misery Island and back, undisturbed by 
any motorboats, waving at one or two 
other sailors, viewing all the uninhabited 
rocky islands (as well as the two larger 
private inhabited ones), scanning the 
shores for some sign of an emerging 
fleet of sail, or insect buzz of thumping 
outboards with 12 year oldsgassing them. 
Just about all to ourselves, a private 
bay. Really nice. I guess most everyone 
else must have been busy making money, 
Bos doesn’t have to do that anymore, and 
I, well I keep forgetting about that aspect 
of publishing this modest journal. I like 
the other rewards so much I neglect that 
imp: rtant stuff. Someday, it’ll catch up 
with me, maybe. But in the meantime, 
what a life... 
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Amongst the Crocker designed boats in the race were three of the famed Stone 
Horse type (this one a fiberglass Edey & Duff boat), PATIENCE, a home built flush 

bow ketch, deck cutter, and WIND DRIFT, a clipper 
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A major rule governing the 19th 
Annual S.S. Crocker Memorial Race 
on July 20th off Manchester, MA, was 
the one about protests. None would be 
entertained. This is a “‘fun’’ race (a 
description that seems to imply that 
some races are not fun). It welcomes 
the non-racing sailor as well as the 
racer, and provides a variety of classes 
and handicaps so designed as to simplify 
the scoring at the finish. In sum, the 
finishing order of the boats is the fin- 
ishing order of the race. While held in 
memory of Sam Crocker, a noted naval 
architect and first generation proprietor 
of Crocker’s Boatyard in Manchester, 
and providing a class for Crocker des- 
igned boats, the event was open to all 
interested and sixty-seven turned out on 
a pleasant day. 

I went along for the ride on Jerry 
Jodice’s MAMIF, a 25 foot Fenwick Wil- 
liams catboat mentioned before on our 
pages. Lots of room on MAMIE, yet only 
four of us crewed, Jerry, his daughter 
Mary, friend Louis Ranieri and myself. 
For about threefourths of the race over 
a 20 mile triangular course that ran 
from Baker’s Island in Salem Sound out 
to the whistle buoy off Newcomb’s Ledge 
and thence to the whistle buoy off East- 
tern Point Gloucester and then home 
there wasn’t a whole lot of wind, and we 
enjoyed lunch at ease ona painted sea, 
calzone heated in the oven, cold soda 
and beer. Behind us much of the fleet 
lay nearly motionless, sails slatting in 
the low swells. 

I say behind us, because by the 
time we lunched not far from Eastern 
Point, the huge 650 square feet of sail 
on MAMIE had ghosted us ahead of all 
of our starting group (the second ) and 
past most of the first group, except for 
the traditional catboat SCOTER, who’s 
skipper had out-ghosted us despite his 
smaller rig. The first leg had been a 
broad reach out to Newcomb’s with maybe 
5 to 8 knots of breeze, and the second 
leg a run down to Gloucester saw the 
breeze gradually poop out until that last 
mile to Eastern Point was covered at 
1.23 knots Werry’s digital knotmeter 
provides constant speed readings to two 
decimal places). Mary was at the helm 
and her competitive instincts, honed in 
daily dinghy racing all summer and on 
the B.U. sailing team, chased every rip- 
ple on the sea. We were a bit closer in- 
land than most of the fleet and there was 
occasionally a puff or two reaching us. 
Still, SCOTER rounded the mark first and 
headed home. 



Portrait of a racing skipper. . . well in a light breeze in an 11 foot beam catboat, it can be quite sed'ate. But later on it breezed 

up, WINDANCE hard on the wind at the finish passed us AFTER the finish. 

Well, this racing was pretty sedate 
stuff. The 11 foot beam on MAMIE pro- 
vided plenty of sprawl space, the full 
cabin had all the amenities, the huge 
sail up there wasn’t demanding much at- 
tention as it reached for every stray 
zephyr, (On the FM, Gloucester’s clas- 
sical music station broadcast Beethoven 
and it was a pleasant day on the water. 

Heading home was still a ghosting 
contest for a while, but we could see 
up down towards Salem, and even further 
inshore from us off Magnolia some boats 
(not in our event) were tramping right 
along. It appeared the normal southwest 
wind of a summer afternoon was working 
up inshore and would eventually meetus. 

Eventually it did, after a while spent 
chasing shifting puffs around. When we 
finally got into it, it blew up to about 
15 to 20, just the beginnings of white- 
caps, and now that big sail began to put 
the pressure on the helm, hard on the 
wind. SCOTER was still ahead, and now 
a couple of other boats drew up on us 

and passed by, like one Freedom 22 that 
could point much higher than our old timey 
gaffer and eventually went on to the ov- 
erall win. With the action picking up, 
Jerry took over the helm muchto Mary’s 
dismay, she’d shephered the boat through _ 
most of the doldrums and now there was 
some SPEED, But, it’s Jerry’s boat, It 
was quite exhilarating now, MAMIE doing 
just over 5 knots, sedately heeled, still 
all the sail up. We rushed across the 
finish fifth overall, 

Manchester still has quite a few 
Crocker built boats around, the yard 
today is run day to day by Sam’s grand- 
son, also Sam. In between is Sturgis, 
who built a good many of the boats his 
father designed. Sturgis is now retired. 

What that means is he now spends his 
days at the boatyard but doesn’t have to 
deal with the customers. Sturgis has re- 
cently compiled a book on his father’s 
designs which is to be published by Inter- 
national Marine, and all of the original 
Sam Crocker designs have been trans- 
ferred to the Peabody Museum in nearby 
Salem for permanent safekeeping. For 
years the original work of Sam Crocker 
was stored in a tiny upstairs office over 
the main boatshed, hundreds of drawings 
of hundreds of traditional wooden boats. 

In the packet of information sup- 
plied to each participant in the Crocker 
Race was a reprint from a 1935 article 
on Sam Crocker from RUDDER magazine. 

One paragraph seems to neatly summar- 
ize the nature of Crocker and his work: 

‘*With all the individuality of Crock- 
er boats, there is nothing of the freak 
about his work. The individuality is not 
striven for or conscioulsly arrived at. It 
is probably partly the natural result of 
the fact that every boat from Crocker’s 
design is from his own hand. He works 
entirely alone. He prefers to work alone 
and feels that he can give much moreat- 
tention to detail in this way. He enjoys 
the feeling that every boat bearing his 
name is his personal handiwork. He is, 
hence, personally responsible for every 
line that goes into his craft and he bears 
that responsibility cheerfully.” 

25 foot MAMIE isn’t a Crocker cat, she was designed by Fenwick Williams. 
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The 12 meter yacht, GLEAM, at left was awarded Best Sailboat, while the motor yacht ROZZY (in inset) was awarded Best 
Powerboat. Next to Gleam, NEITH was awarded Most Accurately Researched & Restored. 

Classic Yachts Gather at Mystic Seaport 
Undeterred by foul weather on Fri- 

day, 38 of the expected 40 vintage boats 
cruised into Mystic Seaport Museum on 
July 27th for the annual Antique and Clas- 
sic Boat Rendezvous. The fleet of wooden 
vessels, all built prior to 1940 and main- 
tained in a manner faithful to the boat’s 
original appearance, competed for many 
awards in eight categories. The dress 
ship inspection and downriver parade 
attracted a large turnout of onlookers 
along the banks of the Mystic River. New 
participants such as a 33 foot Crosby 
catboat and an 80 foot powerboat joined 
old regulars. 
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GLEAM, a 12 meter from Newport, 
RI was awarded Best Sailboat, the 67 foot 
sloop was designed by Clinton H. Crane 
for his own use and built in 1937. She is 
owned by Bob Tiedmann, 

The 43 foot cruiser ROZZY was 
awarded Best Powerboat. ROZZY was 
designed and built by the Dawn Boat- 
works in 1927 and is owned by Jay Con- 
nolly of Stamford, CT. 

Most Improved winners were the 
Herreshoff yawl BELISARIUS from Bris- 
tol, RI and the 74 foot commuter APH- 
RODITE from Port Washington, NY. Own- 
er of BELISARIUS, Charles O. Read had 

made substantial improvements in his 50 
year old yaw! since last year, while APH. 
RODITE was cited in 1984 for its then in 
progress restoration work. 

Winner of the long distance award 
was NEREUS, a 63 foot motorsailer owned 
by Miles Wagner of Philadelphia, PA, All 
boats in the Rendezvous must attend un- 
der their own power/sail, 

Period costumes for crews have 
been encouraged and have becomea spec- 
ial attraction. The Most Historically Au- 
thentic Costumes were those worn by 
the crew of NOR’EASTER out of Mystic, 
a 1927 motorsailer. The Most Entertain- 



ing Fashions were displayed by the crew 
of the 1924 CHEROKEE from Mystic. 
APHRODITE and BELISARIUS received 

honorable mentions for costumes. 
The 59 foot William Hand motor- 

sailer NOR’EASTER, owned by Jon Helm 
was awarded Best Motorsailer. 

Two special citations were made 
for restorations and maintainence done 

entirely by owner families. SUNNYSIDE, 
a 1906 Crosby catboat from Stamford, 
CT is owned by Walter Krasniewicz. 
DARK SIDE OF THE MOON, an ELCO 

Cruisette built in 1940 is owned by Rich- 
ard Jones of Center Moriches, NY. He 
rescued the boat after it had spent seven 
years underwater. 

Most Accurately Researched & Ex- 
ecuted Restoration award went to Jack 
Brown of Mystic for his 1907 Herreshoff 
cutter, NEITH, 

GASPE I, a 39 foot ELCO won this 
year’s Most Outstanding Restoration By 
Owner award, Duke Merdinger of West- 
port, CT the owner. 

Virginia Jones was cited for her 
years of work in the Seaport’s Dupont 
Shipyard and on the ten years ofthe Ren- 
dezvous, and Stuart Mauer of Padanarum, 
MA was cited for his years of continued 
improvement and loyal support of the 
event, 

You might wonder who would pre- 
sume to judge such classic competition. 

Well, read on. Head of the committee was 

former ELCO employee John R. Leonard 

of Hadlyme, CT. The committee included 

naval architect John Atkin of Noroton, 

CT; marine photographer Peter Barlow 

of Westport, CT; the Director of the Mu- 
seum of Yachting at Newport, Tom Ben- 
son; marine surveyor Vaul Coble of New- 
port; marine surveyor Giffy Full of Mar- 
blehead, MA; former Concordia Yacht 
Co. owner, Waldo Howland of Padana- 
rum, MA; yacht specialist Michael King 
of Oyser Bay, NY; formerowner ofthe 

Stonington Boat Works and marine sur- 
veyor, James Giblin of Noank, CT; small 
boat specialist for Mystic Seaport, Peter 
Vermilya. . 

The 1905 workboat FLORA is always popular with her banjo band aboard. The 1880’s era oyster sloop CRISTEEN may not be 

‘“‘elegant”? but she is certainly ‘‘classic’’. 



Report & Photos by Bob Hicks 

Jay doesn’t sail his ELVER off the 
mooring amidst the densely packed boats 
at Salem Willows Yacht Club. After hav- 
ing a chance to sail the boat myself, I 
can sympathize with him in this. The 
boat doesn’t respond very nimbly to the 
helm. ‘‘The first time I tried to sail out 
of here, I must have bumped into every 
other boat around,’’ Jay laughs. ‘‘I was 
actually going backwards at first.’? Well, 
you might be inclined to ascribe this 
inepiness to the skipper, but not so, Jay 
has plenty of sailing experience. The 
20 foot long canoe yawl, for whatever 
reason, seems to be awfully slow toheed 
the helm. 

Jay and I went out sailing onSalem 
Sound for an afternoon in his ELVER, 
his is named AMMOPHILA, which is the 
latin for beach grass. Jay is an ocean- 
ographer college professor and his yento 
build ELVER and sail it was based on 
that notion of a ‘‘beach cruiser.”? “I 
haven’t yet camped out overnight, let 
alone on a beach,’’ Jay confided. Now that 
he’s gotten the boat to handle as best 
as he can, he’s about to test the camping 
capabilities. 

Designer Steve Redmond has sold 
over 500 sets of plans for this boat, un- 
deniably an enchanting looking old timey 
sort of craft. The flat bottomed hull is 
very full bodied, the high sides well 
rounded, almost plumb, but pleasingly 
so in appearance. There’s lots of room 
in the 20 feet, with a sitting headroom 
cabin of substantial size for storing gear 
and bunking in. The bunk itself is pretty 
much a single, it’s built to port from the 
top of the long centerboard trunk. And I 
found I could not quite sit up straight on 
the bunk unless right on the amidships 
edge, the downward curve of the house 
roof is substantial. 

The cockpit is so deep you climb 
down into it, The high coamings are up 
near my shoulder blades (I’m just six 
feet in height), and the seats are high e- 
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Sailing an ELVER 
nough so that your legs fall straight to 
the cockpit floor at 90 degrees, while 
your back is amply supported by the 
coamings. It’s a very secure and com- 
fortable cockpit for two, but nota stretch 
out sort of place, more of a sit up com- 
fort. Deep, spacious, but short and ab- 
ruptly narrowed by the insweep of the 
gunwales to that canoe stern. And then 
there’s the tiller right there with its 
linkage mechanism to get around the 
mizzen mast. A funny thought standing 
on the cockpit floor was that Iwas stand- 
ing on the bottom of the boat. In smaller 
open boats this is, of course, where your 
feet are. But in a bigger, deeper craft 
like ELVER, I sort of think of the cockpit 
floor as being aninterior floor over some 
sort of bilge space. Not so here. That 
is the bottom, right there. And so close 
to the waterline too. Redmond claims 
about 4 to 6 inch draft. 

So what about this sluggishness? 
Well, Jay admitted to often having to 
jibe around rather than tack when the 
boat just stopped in stays. Our first at- 
tempt to tack in the 10 to 12 knot south- 
westerly blowing resulted in just that, 
standstill until we backed around. Next 
shot I let the boat fall off on a reach far 
enough to pick up some good speed, then 
rounded sharply up from there and got 
past. the tack okay. It took a lot of mom- 
entum. Every time I think of that dead 
flat bottom, 20 feet long with no rocker, 
I can’t help suspect that this has a lot to 
do with the sluggishness in response. 

And then there’s the weather helm. 
The rig is a traditional sprit main with 
no boom and a standing lug mizzen. The 
swing-up rudder and big centerboard both 
create lots of lateral plane and with the 
split rig provide much opportunity to 
try to balance the boat. Also there is 
the jib set flying forward. With all this 
to mess with, it was possible to get the 
helm more comfortable on a reach, the 

mizzen sharply trimmed in and the rud- 
der raised somewhat eased it up. The 
linkage setup to get around the mizzen 
mast gives very little leverage on the 
rudder, a short leverarm of less than a 
foot tied to another on the stubby two foot 
tiller is it. So the weather helm is not 
easily overcome with simple mechanical 
leverage. It has to be juggled out by 
tinkering with the sails, rudder and cen- 
terboard. 

‘‘She’s not very quick,’’ Jay vol- 
unteers correctly. But that isn’t the point 
of ELVER., An old timey sort of boat for 
comfortable cruising in skinny waters is 
the point. So Jay is happy enough with 
the leisurely performance. We spent a 
couple of hours mostly reaching around 
in Salem Sound, downwind out of the 
mooring area over to Naugus Head in 
Marblehead, then a reach over towards 
Misery Island near Manchester, and then 
a closer reach back towards Salem, with 
a final upwind leg into the southwester 
that always seems to blow out of Salem 
Harbor on fine summer days. We dropped 
sail outside the Willows area and motored 
in with the 4 hp outboard. The outboard 
is hung on a strut off the portrear quar- 
ter, no place else for it on this double 
ender. It’s a hassle to hang it out there, 
a long reach over the side and back be- 
yond the cockpit, so Jay has a lanyard 
on it, just in case... 

“IT really enjoyed building this 
boat,’’? Jay explains. He spent two sum- 
mers and part of a third onthe construc- 
tion, going to ‘“‘work’’ every day on it, 
he’s out of school by May, has June, July 
and August free of professional committ- 
ment. He did a nice job, AMMOPHILA 
is nicely done, in workboat finish, little 
yachty sort of detail. And now it’s time 
to try out that “beach cruiser’’ aspect, 
after all, with about 6’? draft and that . 
flat bottom, that’s where the ELVER de- 
sign should shine. And AMMOPHILA can 
come face to face with her namesake. 



Jay rigs the jib which is set flying. Getting all three sails up takes a bit of time. The tiller linkage to get around the mizzen 

Lap 

mast doesn’t have the leverage a traditional sort of tiller provides. But there’s no other way. 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER 
CLASSIC DESIGN -— 15 plans avail- 
able for the amateur boatbuilder 
from 10’ launch IRREDUCI- 
IBLE’ to famous 32’ blue-water 
ketch “TAHITIANA”’. Send $1 for 
catalog defining specs, plans con- 
tents, prices, etc. WESTON FAR- 
MER ASSOCIATES, 18976 Azure 
Rd, Wayzata, MN 55391. 

BOLGER’S unbelievable ballast keel 
12’ daysailer! Info on five boats, in- 
cluding fabulous, popular mini-crui- 
ser, MICRO, $2 and SASE, 

LA ROWE BOAT PLANS 
302 CROSSWINDS 

PALM HARBOR, FL 33563 

Custom 

WOODEN MASTS 
SOlid Or hollow 

RANDOLPH BOATWORKS 

27M PINE ISLAND RD, 
MATTAPOISETT, MA 02739 

(617) 758-4270 

215 Ook Street 
Natich, MA 01760 

(617) 653-2030 735-0868 , 

Grace Marine Corp. 

+ Joe and Libby Nye 

ON DISPLAY 

COM PAC 16?, 19”, 23? 
PRECISION 14°, 16’, 18? 
DESIGNER‘S CHOICE 
POINT JUDE 16? 
HOWMAR 12 
PHANTOM 
ENSIGN SAILING 

DINGHY 

COM-PAC 

lots of used day sailers 

FERNALD’S 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01950 617-465-0312 

A safe, spirited, easy to sail 161%’ 
centerboard day sailer, built since 
1932 by Pert Lowell of Newbury, 

MA. Over 2,000 wooden ‘‘Townies” 
have been built with that traditional 
New England craftsmanship. Give 
us a call or send for a brochure. 

Lane’s End, Newbury MA 01950 
(617) 462-7: 
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a reader from W, Bridgewater, MA, was 
there with his steamboat and sends us 
this photo of five happy steamers at play. 

The 13th Annual Isles of Shoals 
Race for Alden Ocean Shells attracted 
38 participants on July 20th, and stiff 
westerly winds that raised whitecaps 
faced the hardy oarspersons over the 
whole 8 mile open ocean course. Over- 
all winner Charles Clapp took 1 hour, 
16 minutes and 30 seconds to do the job, 
almost 10 minutes over the course re- 
cord. Clapp rowed as a ‘‘celebrity’’ as 
he was on the 1984 Olympic eight which 
took the silver medal. Not far behind was 
local Hargy Heap, just 30 seconds down 
in over an hour and a quarter. Heap, at 
49 is nearly twice the age of Clapp, 26. 

The youngest participant was 13 
year old Chris Schulten, who has been 
rowing right up with the ‘‘men’”’ in many 
races this year, Chris placed 9th, while 
his father, Richard, 37, placed 15th, 6 
minutes behind his son. Oldest finisher, 
in 20th place, was 68 year old Phil Le- 
boutillier, in1:42:00. Virginia and Willis 
Trafton, both 66, placed 24th and 31st, 
a nice wife/husband effort. First woman 
to finish was Liz Marshall in 16th place 
at 1:33:30. 

The Barnacle Cup went to Hargy 
Heap, followed in by Ed Brainard and 
John Hubbard. 

Results were supplied in finishing 
order and also by age, as it seems the 
exercise aspect of rowing an Alden em- 
phasizes how age need be no obstacle 
to the sport of competitive rowing. Cer- 
tainly a race that has a 13 yearold youth 
at one end of the time scaleanda 68 year 
old man, also a finisher, at the other, 
has something to recommend it. 

Friendships 
Visit Bath 

On July 21st seventeen classic 
Friendship sloops sailed up the Kennebec 
River to the Maine Maritime Museum’s 
Percy and Small Shipyard, the second 
year that the sloops have stopped by the 
Museum on the way to their annual races 
now held at Boothbay Harbpr. 

The Friendships were accompanied 
up the River by the Museum’s own F riend- 
ship, CHANCE, motor sailer WYOMING 
and launch GRANNIE, The fleet sailed 
through a gathering of about 70 fishing 
boats that were taking advantage of arun 
of bluefish in the River. The Friendships 
were seen by hundreds of people who 
occupied the best spots almg the River 
to view the parade. 

At the Museum, Friendship crews 
had a chance to gather at a reception on 
the fitting out pier, have a lobsterbake 
with Museum members and visitors and 
compare sailing experiences. Next day 
they had opportunity to tour the Museum, 
visit Bath’s other points of interest, and 
catch up on housekeeping details before 
heading down the Sasanoa River to Booth- 
bay Harbor early Tuesday morning. 

The Friendship Sloop Society has 
presented the Museum a donation to help 
in the restoration of the Charles Morse 
built Gn 1907) Friendship, IOCASTE, 
recently donated to the Museum and un- 
der restoration in the Museum Appren- 
ticeshop. 



}/ SIREN 
Take -Apart 

nest: Rowing Shells 

SIREN BOATS 

Box 653, Rockport, ME] ” 04856 

Wooden 

Canoes 
e Lapstrake-Small crafts from 

20 Ib. solo canoes 

e Decked sailing canoes 
¢ 18 foot Guideboats 

KEVIN MARTIN—BOATBUILDER 
679-5153 

R.F.D.1, Box 441, Epping, N.H. 03042 

Cld Wood and Canvas Models Repaired, 

Bought and Sold 

21’ FAST ROWING BOAT 
Performance with carrying capa- 
city, sliding seat or fixed, consistent 
race winner. Fiberglass with mah- 
ogany trim, from $2650.. 

CONCORD YACHT CO 
PO Box 424, 

Sudbury, MA 01776 
PH: (617) 443-4238 

Wile Creek Boat Shop | 
CUSTOM AND STOCK BOAT BUILDING 

Since 1962 builder of fine wooden 
boats. Stock designs include Black 
Hall River Skiff & 16’ Catboat with 
cuddy, a roomy family sailer for 
open sea or backwater. Trailerable 
lapstrake (tight seams, no swelling 
up needed). LOA 16’, Beam 7’ 3”’. 

RFD BILL LUCE RD. 
WASHINGTON, ME 04574 

(207) 845-2708 

CANOES 

WALT’S 
fi 

CT are 

o a oe 

BOAT ’N TACKLE 
908 MAMMOTH RD, DRACUT, MA ©1826 

cutpoarps (617) 957-5865 accessories 

Distributors for Gougeon Bros. 
West System products, Fynspray 
brass galley pumps, custom run- 
ning rigging, sailboat hardware, 
Epifanes paint & varnish. 
For free catalog & ordering call toll 
free. Dealer inquiries invited. 

yy J 1° snip cHanpiery 
Z - BROWN & HOWARD WHARF @ NEWPORT @ RI 02840 

276 SW 33rd St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 

IN RI: (401) 846-8170 IN FL: (305) 463-2022 

Telex: 952-183 JT SHIP NORT 1-800-343-9350 

Even with relaxed panies 
enjoy exhilerating peee 
longer cruising ranges . 
opportunity-to troll ~ aioe hhc We 

Vigorous rowing results in ~~ 

PISCATAQUAWHERR 

14° x 47°’ hand laid fiberglass with 
mahogany trim. Workmanship is of 
traditional yacht high quality stand- 
ards throughout. Molded from ori- 
ginal carvel planked 19th century 
wherry built and used at the mouth 
of the Piscataqua River. Well bal- 
anced with deep, full length keel. 
For surprising rowing ease, wheth- 
er by yourself, with passengers or 
with cargo. Rugged, sturdy rowing 
boat ideal for pleasure, sport or 
good health. Amazing stability: with 
sharp entry to the seas and tradi- 
tional wine-glass transom. 

BAY? MAINE BOATS 
PeiOss DO 46.6.3 I 

KENNEBUNKPORT, ME 04046 

(207) 96 /-4262 

continuing the evolution of*+ 

Ge ADIRONDACK 
= C pipes “BOAT 3] 
TRADITIONAL FORM « 

HONEST CRAFTSMANSHIP 
¢ CONTEMPORARY WOOD 

CONSTRUCTION « 

STEVE KAULBACK, 
CHARLOTTE, VT. 05445 

(802) 425-3233 

PADDLES & OARS 

Maine Craftsmanship at it's 
finest. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

Oreno, ME 04473 

{ 



Comparative Study of Recreational Rowing Boats 
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With so many recreational rowing 
boats now on the market, how can we 
compare their qualities? What criteria 
do we have to decide which boats are 
worth considering and which don’t meet 
a particular set of needs? How do wede- 
cide which one to buy? 

For many years the choice has been 
simple. Realistically, the possibilities 
were either a racing shell or a small 
traditionally designed pulling boat or 
dory. Today there are over two dozen 
recreational boats on the market with 
more being introduced this year. These 
boats run from training shells that handle 
almost like racing shells to traditional 
boats dressed up and rigged like shells. 

When the Alden shell was introdu- 
ced it filled the gap between traditional 
and racing shell. As it turned out, the 
Alden showed how big a difference there 
is between the two extremes. Acceptance 
of recreational or open water rowing 
boats performing in the range between 
traditional and shell has been overwhelm- 
ing. 

At one end of the spectrum is the 
traditional heavy dory. These boats rep- 
resent stability, seaworthiness, versa- 
tility and seakindliness. Speed is a low 
priority. Handling was important for the 
watermen of the 1800’s who had to make 
livings with these work boats. This type 
of boat was used for ocean fishing, coastal 
commerce, ferrying people safely back 
and forth as well as nesting comfortably 
on the deck of a fishing schooner, The 
Swampscott type dory and the New York 
Whitehall represent the last development 
{2 

of the traditional evolution. 
On the shell side of the rowing 

world, the racing shell has only one job 
to do; to go as fast as an oarsman can 
possibly row. Stability, seaworthiness 
or any other considerations are not im- 
portant. Speed is the only requirement. 

If speed was the only criterion to 
judge the qualities of recreational boats 
today, then we would all be in rowing 
shells. Conversely, if stability and sea- 
worthiness were our only considerations, 
dories and Whitehalls would be our 
choices. 

The real trick is to design and 
build a stable AND fast recreational boat. 

Stability is very important for the 
way these boats are going to be used. 
Shells are primarily rowed onflat water, 
usually racing for 2,000 meters. Recre- 
ational rowing is done on open water, 
around islands, across bays, for longer 
periods of time, over to San’s for a beer 
or for long distance races in the open 
ocean, Stability enables rowers and pas- 
sengers to be and feel comfortable. Sea- 
worthiness enables rowers to feel confi- 
dent with the boat’s handling even if the 
weather kicks up. These boats must be 
easily handled in wind and more moder- 
ate sea conditions. 

To make a boat more stable, a des- 
igner draws a hull wider and flatter on 
the bottom. This also makes it slower. 
In rough water a wider hull with more 
freeboard will enable the rower to put 
more into rowing and less into balancing 
and staying upright. 

The two main comparisons are 

speed and stability. No longer is faster 
necessarily better in the recreational 
rowing world. What we are looking foris 
a boat that is a good mix for each par- 
ticular rower, thatfits stability and speed 
into his particular match to find the right 
boat. 

In order to evaluate the growing 
numbers of recreational boats, we have 
compiled data from five years of recrea- 
tional rowing race results and performed 
a series of 2,000 meter time trials plus 
on-the-water testing. The race results 
include the California Open Water Row- 
ing Association regattas plus some east 
coast regattas, including the Isles of 
Shoals race. Where regatta results were 
not available for a particular make of 
boat, relative placement is based only on 
time trials results. For stability ratings, 
four to six scullers tested each boat on 
the water and compared notes, 

The results of our study have been 
plotted on a graph which shows boat speed 
on one axis with stability on the other. In 
this manner we can see natural groups 
of types of recreational boats on the 
spectrum from dory to racing shell; 
traditional; transition; stable recreati- 
onal; mid-range; advanced; stable racing 
shell; racing shell; The differences be- 
tween boats in the same group are subtle 
while the differences between groups are 
major. 

The graph starts with a generic 
flat bottom work skiff at the upper left 
and finishes with the racing shell at the 
lower right. The Alden Single is the 
benchmark, Most recreational boats in- 



variably or inadvertently can and will be 
compared to the Alden. With the Alden 
placed in the middle, all the boats to 
its right are faster and all those to its 
left are slower. 

In general, a faster boat is also 
less stable. This is revealed by a down- 
ward slope in boat placement on the 
graph. Experience shows us that faster 
boats are longer, thinner and lighter, 
thus less stable and less apt to be used 
in rough water conditions. 

Most of these boats are priced a- 
round the $1500 mark, some more, some 
less. Many oarsmen do move to faster 
boats as their rowing abilities improve. 
Selling the first boat for a reasonable 
price to help pay for the new one may be 

a consideration, 
The boat must fit a given set of 

use requirements set by each individual 
rower. Then if they are going to race, 
they should just remember that there are 
faster boats and faster rowers. If class 
racing does materialize itis only an added 
bonus from a good boat purchasing dec- 
ision, 

Find a dealer who can provide many 
different boats to try. Row as many as 
possible. With all this knowledge and 
comparison shopping, a good purchasing 
decision on a boat now will give many 
hours of contented rowing for years to 
come, 

Report by Gordon Nash 

Reprinted by permission from ROWING 
USA, publication of the United States 
Rowing Association, andfrom the author, 
Gordon Nash, of Rowing Crafters, Saus- 
alito, CA, 

Gordon Nash has been in rowing 
regattas since 1978 and holds the course 
records for the Isles of Shoals race in 
Casco Bay, ME as well as the records 
for the California events, Marina del Ray 
to Catalina Island and Monterey to Santa 
Cruz. Gordon has also competed in both 
of the Small Boat Races at Newport, RI 
in 1984 and 1985, finishing 3rd overall 
in the rough 1985 event, 45 seconds be- 
hind winner Ken Lynch. Gordonhas some 
opinions on the conditions of this event 
and how different sorts of boats were 
affected. 

A Lesson Learned at Newport 
When the wind is blowing over 

20 mph from the northwest, kicking up 
a 3 foot chop on top of a 2 foot swell, 
can a rowing race in recreational shells 
be safely run if all boats have PFD’s? 

This year’s Newport, RI, Small Boat 
Race on May 18th had 80 entries, 52 
starters and 43 finishers. The 2.5 nauti- 
cal mile course was littered with swam- 
ped boats because the weather conditions 
made rowing very unsafe. 

Dubbed the, ‘‘Ringers Around Geat 
Island Race,’? because each manufactu- 
rer tried to get a very good oarsman to 
race his boat, it could have been a real 
tragedy if not for the fact that all the 
rowers were excellent and sufficient res- 
cue boats patrolled the course. Water 
conditions on Narragansett Bay proved 
to be too rough for many rowing boats 
to handle. Nine boats did not have a chance 
to finish and twelve were rescued and 

Racing shells have small cockpits, 
as do the new recreational shells with 
enclosed cockpits. First through fifth 
places went to this enclosed type of boat. 

For many years we have been con- 
vineed that recreational shells were fas- 
ter in rough water than racing shells be- 
cause a shell would be harder to handle 
in waves. This Newport race showed that 
when a large cockpit recreational shell 
is full of water it is not only slower but 
less safe. Racing shells finished first 
and second, third was a Small Craft ARS 
and a Vancouver 21 rowed by Judy Geer 
was fifth, 

The quantity of water in the cockpit 
in proportion to the volume of the entire 
boat establishes a way of comparing boats 
and their safety. By dividing the volume 
of the hull by the volume of the cockpit 
we get these comparison numbers: 

Opinion by Gordon Nash 

We see that the safety factor is 
not in designing a boat that is short to 
keep water out of a very large cockpit, 
but is in designing a higher volume boat 
that does not hold very much water in 
the cockpit. 

The installation of an automatic 
bailer does help drain the cockpit. These 
bailers work when the boat is traveling 
at over 2 knots. Their maximum flow is 
5 gallons per minute. As a large cockpit 
boat starts filling up with water the boat 
becomes sluggish and slower, making the 
bailer work slower. A boat with a small 
cockpit will not hold as much water, 
which makes the speed maintained higher 
and allows the bailer to work more ef- 
fectively to keep the boat dryer and safer. 

While most rowing is not done in 
rough water, the safety of the rower is 
still a concern, Ifa stormkicks up waves, 
power boat wakes are present, or ocean 

then went on to finish, Three rowers were Racing Shell 44.86 5.5 rowing is done, the safety of a rowing 
treated by paramedics for hypothermia. Small Craft ARS 40.25 16.0 boat can be improved by decreasing the 

A close examination of the boats Vancouver 21 93.76 21.0 gallons of water that can be held in the 
that had trouble revealed that their cock- Small Craft Single 21.58 29.0 cockpit. While addition of an automatic 
pit sizes were very large. The type of Seashell 19.81 20.0 bailer is a safety asset, the best safety 
boat that had very little trouble with the Martin Trainer 8.64 53.9 factor possible is your own knowledge 
Een eer conditions typically had Alden Single 7.86 63.0 of your boat and your own abilities. 
small cockpits. 

e 

[The Organizer Comments... 
The 1985 Small Boat Race was or- : 2 

ganized by John Peinert of New Bed- "sce tise Nase ae pee HE Ore ee Rte 
ford, MA, builder of Fastart recreation- 1 24:11 Ken Lynch 42 Kingfisher 28 et) Bob Lincoln 33 Little Rangeley 

1 2 2h: Dreh 21 Race Trai 29 25 reey cean She 
al shells. John has the following to say ; ae ee See ct Sank Be Lye, Saran SoM occas Sheil 

about the race and boat safety: 4 25:55 will Phelps 20 =Laser 31 fe, rece ee oa eae 

“é i i s 5 26:05 Judy Geer 31 Vancouver 21 32 43: rafton 
My conclusion is that a good eke 6 57:09 Peter Wilhelm 30 Homebuilt 33 43:58 Dan Wlodkowski 37 Seashell 

man could probably row any boat and 7 2721. Chris Schulten 13 Ocean Shell 3, L341 Bob Parlee 31 Atlantic, 
i i iti 8 27:41 Miles Peterl 26 0 Shell 35 45:54 Jeanette Denby one finish in such conditions as we had at Se ene hog ome mee: 250i creing 

Newport, but some boats had a much bet- 10 28:10 Dick Dreissigacker 38 Cheap Thrills 37. 48:10 John Stratton 44 Martin Trainer 
ter chance. The safest boats are the to- 11 28:14 Richard Crannell 37 Ocean Shell ~ 48:55 chest Schulten Be eects 

* : 12 28:28 Edmund best Oc Shell ") 51:15 Ralph Szur e 
faliveenciosed ones*with’small cockpits $5 “s/s. raacd Beainard 63 Ocean Shell 40 53:00 Patty Flanagin 32 Laser 
or footwells. These are unswampable. Wa ase) elere Maca ; ee - ae ore ae apie ets peer vem 

Bileponteaoratnisstype entered’finished. {7 200 tee en 30 estat on peter: corsa Carta 4 16 30:34 David Pustell 30 Fastart 21 Karen Stickney 26 
Such boats as the Fastart 16, the Laser Les Sheeley 28 43. 62:22 Tom DeMello 37 Rooster 

1 : i, 30:36 Frederic Mi 29 Kleaver 
and the Warning had ay big troubles 18 30:53 Tek ueaherry 36 ©Fastart 21 DNF Peter Frank 32 Martin Trainer 
even with less than highly skilled rowers. 19 31:32 Ldndsey Bolger 22 MWleaver DNF Larry Haynes Zz Martin Trainer 

; 4 7 20 31:51 George Gifford 54 Encounter DNF Charles Pincambe Ocean Shell 
Boats with low sides or with large 21 32:33 Pepin Colette 32 =Laser DN? Phelps Holloway 33 Canoe 

cockpits, on the other hand, all had 22 32:36 Stephen Hopkins 36 Seashell DNF Brendan Flynn 39 Homebuilt 
23 32:44 Steve Larson 30 Seashell DNF William Mclaughlin 38 Homebuilt 

problems, and these mele the types that 24 Buses es ? ? DNF Martin Dennis 32 River Shell 
made up the non-finishers. The complete 25 34:27 Jon born 36 Wherry DNF Scott Florio 22 Reredos 
race results illustrate this. David Webb 36 DNF Shoshana Mertens 18 Stampfli 
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Chuck Wright has this neat little 
hidey-hole a few hundred feet from his 
home in North Falmouth, MA on Buz 
zard’s Bay where he launches his boats 
for local outings. It’s known as Rand’s 
Harbor but it really is just a pair of 
narrow tidal inlets leading away from 
the southwest exposure of the larger 
Megansett Harbor, inlets that don’t dry 
out at low tide, but the entrance gets a 
bit shallow over a gravel bar. Not to 
worry for Chuck, though, he launches 
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his sea kayak or a canoe or his 14’ 
Hobie Cat here, none need much water. 

Chuck leads many of the AMC South- 
eastern Massachusetts Chapter canoe 
outings on Cape Cod, mostly tidal river 
stuff, and last year he personally got 
into sea kayaking, He once kayaked as 
a youth but spent years in canoes since. 
“The canoe requires more skill to prop- 
erly paddle,’’ Chuck will tell you, but he 
has added sea kayak outings to his 1985 
calendar, we reported on his May event 
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Paddling 
with Chuck 

Report by Bob Hicks 

in an earlier issue. That one attracted 
20 boats for local paddling near Megan- 
sett Harbor. In July Chuck led just three 
others on more adventurous paddling out 
of Woods Hole and around Hadley Har- 
bor and the nearby Elizabeth Islands. 
So he’s a busy guy. Ithelpsthathe is self 
employed (building his house right now) 
so he’s not locked into just weekend out- 
ings. Knowing this, I joined Chuck at the 
end of July on a Wednesday to do some 
Buzzards Bay kayaking, AND also have 
my first try at a Hobie Cat. 

The days was golden summer, the 
air clear and the sky bright blue. The 
southwester was blowing up by noon at 
about 15 knots so it was already getting 
lumpy out in the Bay, first inklings of 
whitecaps cresting the bigger of the one 
to two foot swells. With all we had in 
mind to do, a trip to Hadley’s Harbor 
(overland) to paddle was put off for an- 
other time and Chuck took me on about 
a 6 mile paddle out around nearby Scraggy 
Neck to Bassett’s Island and poked into 
Red Brook Harbor near Cataumet some. 
I was just as happy, the first three miles 
or so out across Megansett Harbor and 
around the point of Scraggy Neck was ex- 
posed to that steady wind and so I pretty 
much concentrated on my paddling in the 
chop. Behind Scraggy Neck it flattened 
out, even the crossing from the southern 
tip of Bassett’s Island to the causeway 
on Scraggy Neck (which we portaged) 
faced only wind chop wavelets. There 
were some youngsters sailing dinghies 
in this area from a nearby yacht club, 
otherwise this lovely Wednesday of high 
summer found us just about alone, a 
neighboring kayaker did meet us over on 
this side of the Neck for a while. Funny 
to see another sea kayak coming up in 
a harbor full of moored sailboats. 

The windward side of the Scraggy 
Neck causeway had the swells breaking 
on its narrow beach, only a foot high, 
but hard for this novice to get launched 
into, as the beach shelf was not wide 
enough to head the boat out, I had to get 
in broadside to the little rollers, Chuck 
shoved the boat around when I was set. 
Funny how the splashy crashing of the 
small breakers on the beach fades away 
in a few feet once one gets off a bit. 

Back across the wind on Megan- 
sett Harbor, into the blessed quiet of 
the inlets, and then it was HOBIE TIME! 



I suppose those who have used catama- 
rans are accustomed to this sort of re- 
action from the first timer, but I was 
pretty impressed by this craft. The 14 
is really a solo boat but with us both on 
board it still rapidly accelerated away a- 
cross the southwester once we had eased 
out of the inlet. As the first of many big 
dunkings of water from the waves laun- 
ched itself at me, I shrank away, but it 
was WARM! Oh how nice! “72 degrees 
today,’’ Chuck recalled. On the north 
shore the other side of Boston where I 
live, the water is still in the mid to high 
a: So the water was now part of the 

n. 
Prior sailing I have done made han- 

dling the Hobie not too mysterious for me 
when Chuck handed over the tiller hiking 
stick. Everything just happens a lotfast- 
er. And tacking is not easy. The cat just 
stops as quick as it starts when it gets 
into stays. Chuck eases it up on the wind 
and slides it through, but often just jibes 
around anyway, and after a couple of dead 
stops at tacking, I ended up jibing the 
turns. The sail is a high aspect fully 
battened airfoil thing, and jibing in the 
15 knots wasn’t threatening atall. Factis 
it was sort of fun to just bang it around. 

So the sedate traditional small boat 
sailor in me got a taste of SPEED, The 
serious cats are of course much more 
exciting even, but then you get into the 
trapezes and the need to know what you 
are doing. The 14 was nicely manageable 
first time out and it was fun to duck into 
the inner harbor behind the breakwater 
at North Falmouth and sail amongst the 
moored craft. 

Some contrast. The sea kayak at- 
tracts me towards going somewhere to 
explore. The cat was more of a bat a- 
round the bay thing, just absorbing the 
rush of it all, the hum of the wind, the 
crashing into and over waves, the soak- 
ing in the warm water, the rush of the 
wake past the twin rudders, the feeling 
that it really wouldn’t matter ifthe whole 
rig tipped over. ‘‘It takes 145 lbs to right 
the boat,’’ Chuck recalled. He just about 
makes it, and his daughter, who sails it 
alone, doesn’t come close. But it all just 
floats there, nothing to bail out, nothing 
to sink. It’s a high summer, warm water 
plaything, sure one can wear a wetsuit 
in colder water and air, but the mystique 
of it to me, the carefreeness, would de- 
part, and it would become more like the 

kayak experience, planning for dealing 
with possible problems, capsizes, keep- 
ing dry and warm, etc. 

Well, you’ll see there are no pic- 
tures this trip. My pocket Olympus XA 
finally needed a tune-up after three years 
and my wife’s 35mm Canon is far to big 
and costly a thing to lug around inkayak, 
let alone in that mobile shower bath on 
the Hobie. 

Driving home that evening I contem- 
plated the afternoon. Sea kayaking still 
attracts me strongly for all its potential 
for exploration and adventure (even in 
protected local waters at first) and this 
hot rod Hobie thing has now seized my 
imagination as something to do that would 
be great fun in hot weather. We’ll see... 

WOOD BOATS 
REPAIRS 

“ J. HANNA <3 
RFD*! BOX 4100 MT. VERNON, ME. 04352 

207_293-2694 

Largest Selection of Canoes 

in New England 

nearly 500 on display 

Oid Town, Grumman, Michi-Craft 

White, Merrimack, Sportsman 

Prices like the good old days. 

FERNALD’S 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA (1950 

(617) 465-0312 

Wooden Boats and Canoes Built and Repaired (6) 
i with Conscientious Workmanship 

°16’ River Canoe: Classic Cedar canvas. designed by a Maine 74 

2 Guide in 1946 

¥/ © 20’ Grand Laker: Celebrated square stern Canoe of Eastern (§) 

10’ Chaisson Tender: Pine on Oak. Lapstrake 
Accessories: Wanigan (pictured) rugged and attractive gear Wf 

storage 

For Construction & Specification Details Write, 
Call, or Come Visit James Hanna at: 

Iris Boat Works 
HCR 71, Box 165B 

Plain or fancy WOODEN BOATS 
built with pride, skill, integrity. 
Repairs, maintenance, restora- 
tions. RYDER & SON WOOD- 
WORKING, 14 Marion Drive, East 

Lyme, CT 06333. PH.(203) 739-0561 

THAYER & COMPANY 
HULLS & KITS FOR THE CRAFTSMAN 

(Professional or Neophyte) 

Whitehall Pulling Boats 

LIVERY EXPRESS NEW YORK 
URBANNA ROCKET 

Sailing Boats 
LIL’? PICKLE JOLIFILLE NINA 

$2 FOR INFO & ‘*THOLEPIN”? 
2106 Atlee Rd. Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

(804) 746-0674 

BAKER BOAT WORKS 
MASS 02790 29 DRIFT ROAD, WESTPORT, 

61T- 636-3272 

R. H. Baker Plan Book 
Now Available 

New, expanded catalog of more than 
50 R. H. Baker designs, $5.00. For 
builders or anyone who loves boats. 
From Baker Boat Works, builders and 
designers of wooden boats since 1944. 

Something Else To Do With The 
World’s Most Popular Sai/boat! 

ROWKIT Rolling Seat Rowing Adapter 
Will Multiply Your Fun With Your 

Sunfish or Super Suntish! 

On or off in a minute — No Tools 

No boat modification. 

Extra Value! ROWKIT converts to a 
great Home Exerciser. Free. simple 
attachments. oars & freight included 

Write for 

Details to 

John D. Frazee & Co. 

P.O. Box 1407 

Guilford, CT 06437 

or Phone (203) 453-4210 

Build 
PIPPIN 

ers ie 

BOAT PLANS 11 T0 36 FEET 

Sail, row, power, paddle 

Monohull, multihull. Wood, 

glass, steel. Kits, finished 

boats. Detailed design and 

construction information. 

$4.50, 
Gerr Marine, 37M AldenPk, 

Throgs Neck, NY 10465 
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2:40 a.m. Ugh, I feel sick. Kill the 
clock. I picked up my bags, collected the 
cold water and soda from the refriger- 
ator and staggered down the stairs. On 
the road at 3:00 a.m. - a cup of coffee 
from an I-95 rest stop helped consider- 
ably. Exit 30 to Lordship, keep right at 
the Y and turn right at the first stop sign 
beyond the airport. The road goes on 
straight to the beach. At 4:05 a.m. Don 
Betts was already there and in another 
couple of minutes the Lozanos arrived. 

There was fog out over the water. 
The red lights on the west side of the 
harbor (Bridgeport) entrance looked fuz- 
zy. Some people ata late party ata nearby 
house hollered a few more goodnights 
and headed home on their motorcycles. 

When the boats were packed we 
moved the cars down the road to the 
parking lot and at 5 a.m. we were on our 
way in soft pre-dawn light on a course 
bearing of 160 degrees. This was calcu- 
lated to take us thirteen miles from 
Bridgeport, CT across Long Island Sound 
to Port Jefferson, NY on the north shore 
of Long Island. High tide hadbeenat3 
a.m. By 5 a.m. we found it already eb- 
bing to the east - though it was hardly 
noticeable once we were away from 
shore. 

In a half hour, time for sunrise, 
the shoreline had receded into the fog; 
The sun didn’t appear until 5:45, The 
water temperature was around 70, no 
wind, no waves, about one mile visibility 
and water disappearing into the curtain 
like veil of fog lit by the cool orange 
light of dawn. We were ina special world, 
Up ahead, a sailboat with furled sails ap- 
peared to be at anchor, a deception res- 
ulting from the complete lack of refer- 
ence points against which to mark its 
progress. A modest wake appeared be- 
hind it and our compass told us he was 
headed east into the sun with the tide. 
Apart froma single powerboat that passed 
to the east some distance behind us, our 
three boats, a double Kiepper, a Gantock 
16 

ft 

and a Mariner Sprite were alone on this 
sea. 

Our intention was to paddle out to 
the Middle Ground lighthouse, halfway 
across the Sound, shoot some pictures 
and then continue across to Port Jeffer- 
son from where we would catch the ferry 
back to Bridgeport. Away from shore 
there were almost no birds, we saw only 
a few gulls, one duck flying by, twoterns 
sitting on a floating tire and two birds 
that looked like petrels. A Monarch but- 
terfly fluttered past us on an easterly 
course. Some blue was visible overhead 
but one mile visibility remained at 
the water’s surface. 

From time to time the lighthouse 
appeared as a slightly darker patch in 
the fog in front of us. It was an illusion. 
After two hours of steady paddling, we 
still failed to raise the lighthouse out of 
the fog. We were now in an extensive 
field of lobsterpots. It was obvious that 
a strong tidal current (about 1.5 knots) 
was moving east past the pot buoys. 

By 7:20 a.m. it was clear that we 
had missed the lighthouse due to the effect 
of the tide. We changed our bearing to 
240 in order to head back toward our 
desired course. No land was in sight in 
any direction and had not been for about 
an hour and a half. There were only gen- 
tle swells on the water’s surface, no 
breeze at all. I noticed that buoys ap- 
pearing off my port quarter always came 
directly to the boat. Thus we were moving 
as much sideways down the Sound as 
we were diagonally up the current. In 
general, visibility in the fog continued at 
about one mile. We must have missed the 
lighthouse by at least two country miles 
due to the strong offset from the tide. A- 
bout a mile to starboard a couple of lob- 
ster boats were just visible. We stub- 
bornly held to the 240 course. 

After a while longer a few boats 
became visible ahead of us. We could 
hear engines running in the distance. A 
long darkened area appeared very faintly 

Crossing 
the Sound 

Report by Chuck Sutherland 

at first ahead of us. Gradually this area 
darkened and then light areas appeared 
at the right end of the dark mass. These 
gradually became massive bluffs and sand 
dunes marking the entrance to Port 
Jefferson. Soon boats were visible every- 
where filled with folks out for a day of 
fishing a short distance from the Long 
Island shore. 

We had completely missed the 
lighthouse. We never saw a channel buoy. 
We were entirely out of sight of land 
for nearly three hours and landed right 
at Port Jefferson at 9 a.m. We were 
feeling pleased. 

We landed, got into our supplies of 
food and drink and then headed into the 
harbor. As we did so, the first ferry of 
the day arrived from Bridgeport. We 
landed at the dock within 50 yards of the 
ferry terminal at 10:45 and quickly put 
our boats aboard the ship. In 15 minutes 
we were on our way, \the easy way back 
to Bridgeport, At 11:30the missing light- 
house loomed out of the fog and in another 
40 minutes we were on the Bridgeport 
dock. By now, noontime, the heat and the 
sun were upon us, For $6 we taxied back 
to our cars at Lordship. The Bridge- 
port landing was totally lacking in any 
handy spots for launching small boats, 
Still we were feeling good about having 
made this plan and seen it work out! 
We’ll get that bleeping lighthouse next 
trip. 

The 13 mile crossing took us four 
hours of steady paddling. The early morn- 
ing hours kept us cool. At that time of 
day we were not bothered by crowds of 
boats. The navigation lesson we got was 
impressive. We could have landed some 
6 to 10 miles east of our intended des- 
tination had we not made the course 
correction, While I am not usually im- 
pressed with paddling mindlessly across 
vast expanses of open water, this trip 
turned out to be a beauty. 



Paddling asAr 

Despite all the notoriety of paddle 
boating sports during recent years, the 
sight of a kayak is still a rare occur- 
rence. In two weeks of paddling on Cape 
Cod, we saw only two other kayaks, one 
a single seat canvas-on-wood that, from 
what we could see, had seen better days. 
The other was a whitewater plastic model 
which was being used for surfing. Yet, 
the sight of two persons paddling in 
smooth, relaxed synchronization, bodies 
nearly motionless, low to the water, isa 
very pleasing one. Other boaters, most 
often sailors, pulled alongside to tell us 
how much they admired the lines and the 
movement of our craft. I understood why 
when I had a spectator’s view of my two 
children paddling along the beach in two 
foot swells in unbyken\rhythym in seem- 
ingly effortless movement. It was beaut- 
iful to watch. 

Paddling a kayak is partly an art. 
This became especially clear tome when 
a canoeing acquaintance joined me in my 
Klepper. Despite my continued coaching, 
he could not break his habit of vigorously 
plunging his paddle into the water at 
nearly a 90 degree angle, sometimes 
pushing so hard that the paddle would 
turn edgewise and cut through the water. 
He was unable to relax enough to use the 

backrest but instead bent forward ag- 
gressively to attack the water. That was 
kayaking as work. 

One develops a state of mind when 
kayaking. Another world is entered. The 
cares of the day and week are forgot- 
ton. The rhythyms of the environment 
are absorbed and become magnified. It 
is what sports physicians call the flow 
experience, the high some people reach 
in running or skiing, the serenity that 
meditation brings. One does not only DO 
kayaking, one FEELS it. 

Reprinted from ANorAK 

DAVE DUGDALE 
CEDAR STRIP CANOES 

Oss iE de ae BS 
UZ Ee, CaaS, 
peewee Se) 
\ VOCS, 

SE, 
Custom Crafted in Vermont 

Small Boats 

RFD1Box501,Windsor,VT 05089 
(802) 436-2262 

SALTMARSH 
SEA KAYAK SUPPLY CO. 
MASSACHUSETTS & RHODE ISLAND 

DIRIGO KAYAKS & OTHERS 
DON FORREST ~- (617) 636-3007 

SEA KAYAKING 
CATALOG & SHOWROOM 
You name it — we probably have it in stock! 
Call or write for brochure and catalog and 

visit soon! Call for directions. 

BOATS & PADDLES AT SEA 
P.O. Box 697, Madison, NJ 07940 

SPECIALIZING IN LIGHT 
WEIGHT SOLO CANOES IN 
THE CLASSICAL STYLE 

IF YOU’RE EVER IN THE SARASOTA 
AREA DROP BY AND SAY HELLO! 

gd pack 
System Tor 
your kayak 
On: AN O- CILE TIES 

-FOR LINE, 
DROGUE ETC. 

ZIGAR- SIZED POCKETS 
FOR FLARES, ETT 

COMPASS 
MOUNT ING 

MEDIUM SIZE 
CARGO POCKET POCKET (WINE 

BOTTLE 
SiZE) HEAVY HOOK - 

AND: PILE 
PADDLE HOLDER 

REINFORCED 
CONSTRUCTION 
OF TOUGH, BLACK 
NYLON 

SMALL CARGO POCKET 

(CAMERA S!2€) 

- Yak-pak attaches to deck forward of 
cockpit w/Z‘ marine - grade hook and pie 

e organizes and secures your critical 
gear 

rugged, highest quality 

Yak-pak— *59.95 Skit—"39.95 
Send check or money oraer fo: 

ORTHEAST CANOE & KAYAK 
48 MAINST., E. ROCHESTER, NH 03867 

(603) 332-7240 

SEA KAYAK 
SPECIALISTS 

IMPORTERS OF BRITISH SEA KAYAKS 
* MC NULTY HUNTSMAN 16 
* MC NULTY SEA HUNTER 18 

SEA KAYAKING BOOKS 

* SEA CANOEING, 3RD ED. - $20 
By Derek Hutchinson 

* SEA TOURING, 4TH ED, - $12 
By John Ramwell 

(PPD, MA Res. Add 5% Sales Tax) 
SUMMER TOURS 

YEAR ROUND INSTRUCTION 

Send for Information Brochure 

AQUA* VENTURES 

75 PARKTON ROAD, JAMAICA PLAIN 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02130 

617-524-6239 

BLUE WATER PADDLER 
_ The Alaska Ocean Kayaking Quarterly 

pth reading aceut kayaking and the Alaska coasial m.icoame.i 

Subscribe now. 
4 issues $6.90, $10.00 (US) in Canada, $12 00 (US) Oversee: 
Available for sale at selected outdoor shops and daokstores. 

Bor 105032, Anchorage, AK 95510, (907) 2743-1550 

SKIP SNAITH 
¢ CANOES & KAYAKS ¢ 

40 Lonetown Rd., Redding, CT 

Aleutka 16'® Dragonfly 1012! Alaskin 14' 

Ultra-lightweight epoxy glued lapstrake 
boats. Hand-built with 4mm Bruynzeel 

marine plywood, Sitka Spruce and 

other fine woods. Custom and stock 

designs. 

Uncompromised Excellence in 

Design 
Construction 

Finish 
Performance 

For futher information write or call 

Skip Snaith 
Canoes & Kayaks 

PO. Box 141, Redding, CT 06875 

203-938-9158 



LGEQDESIC/ pans 
GEODESIC AIROLITE BOAT PLANS 
NEW! 10? WHITEHALL JR., $21.95. 
CAR-TOPPER 9 DINGHY, $9.95. 
Plans include instruction manual and 
vendor list. 

MONFORT ASSOCIATES 
BOX 1490MA 

WISCASSET, ME 04578 

BOOKS about BOATS 
Out of Print & Used Nautical Books 

Old Boating Magazines 
Original Boat & Marine Literature 

COLUMBIA TRADING CO. 
2 ROCKLYN DR., SUFFERN, NY 10901 

DYNAMITE PAYSON’S 

INSTANT 
BOATS 

INEXPENSIVE PLANS FOR 16 EASY 
TO BUILD BOATS FROM 6? TO 31? 
FOR OAR, SAIL OR MOTOR, NO 
LOFTING OR BUILDING JIGS RE- 
QUIRED, $3 FOR STUDY PACKET! 

H, H,. PAYSON & CO. 
PLEASANT BEACH WHARF 
SO, THOMASTON, ME 04858 

A Special Offer: ‘‘GLOUCESTER 
GULL’ Rowing/Sailing Dory: Cen- 
terboard/Sail Plan/Outboard Motor 
Well: Illustrated (200) Page PORT- 
FOLIO (99) Boat Plans 10/45’ Fish- 

ing/surfing/Sailing/Power Dories. 
St. Pierre/Grand Banks/Carolina & 
Oregon Dory/Skiffs ‘‘How To Build”’ 
Marine Ply/Sea Boats/Gas Saver/ 
Dory Skiffs. V-Bottom Work Boats. 
Sampan Express Speeds 40 Knots - 
CLASSIC & ANTIQUE: Runabouts - 
Hydroplanes & Motor Cruisers. 
Prams/Skiffs & Schooners only $15/ 
$20 Air Mail: Capt. Jim Orell. 

Texas Dory Boat Plans 
Box 720, Galveston, TX 77553 

(Franchise Available) 

bac na CHARM”, the Peapod of 

‘the 1800’s. For information contact 
‘Master Shipwright Peter M, Sylvia, 
HILINER MARINE, P.O. Box P-73, 
S. Dartmouth, MA 02748. PH: (617) 
992-1807. 

WO 0 D: A Manual for its Use as 

* a Shipbuilding Matorial 

} Originally issued in four volumes by the 
f Bureau of Ships of the U.S. Navy, this 
F 8%"x11" First Collected Edition contains 418 
i pages, with 230 photos and drawings and 3] 
p tables. Itis the most detailed single source of 
f information on building boats and ships out 
f of wood. Hardbound, $22: softbound, $19. 
f Mass. residents add 5% sales tax. From the 
f publisher. Postpaid to U.S. addresses, others 

§ add $2 for packaging and shipping. VISA and 
E MasterCard accepted. 

TEAPARTY BOOKS 

P.O, Box 232 

Kingston, MA 02364 

WOOD BLOCKS 
HAND MADE WOODEN CLEATS 

MAST HOOP FASTENERS 
BULLSEYES MAST HOOPS 
SAIL HANKS BELAYING PINS 
PARREL BEADS DEADEYES 

Pert Lowell, Co., 

SES sLANE’S END 
NEWBURY, MA 01950 

(617) 462-7409 

___ BEACH BOATS 
“Shallow draft cruisers 

\ built to order. Swamp- 
scott dories, sharpies, 

/ traditional or modern. 
Send $1 for information. 

Es (617) 349-2383 

Old Wharf Dory Co. 
BOX W, WELLFLEET, meee 

\THE SAIL LOFT 

A 
Nat Snow Sailmaker 

FULL SAIL SERVICE 
REPAIRS OF ALL KINDS 

SAILS - AWNINGS - TENTS - COVERS 

36 WINTER STREPT 
MERRIMAC, MASS, 01860 

(617) 346-8954 

Canvas drawstring baq with 
divider p anel & oar ld purket, | 
ey oars, paddles together 

vtected: Please specify 
length R width, $ 535 pe 
all orders prepaid — freighec. od, 

I The Canvas WORKS 
box 176 Cataumet, Mass, 0253-4 

617- 563-6681 

Portable Class! 
Beautifully crafted of Ash and Cane with a clear 

weather-proof finish Satisfaction guaranteed. Also 

specializing in other canoe accessories 

Folding Seat 
$55.00 postpaid 

© te Your Canoe 

e Fishine 

e Ata Bive Grass 

Fesnvai 

¢ Siting Around 

Camp 

Free Brochure Available 

Dealer Inquines Invited 

TYE yer r Money Order te 

ESSEX INDUSTRIES” Ieee 
6 Pelfisher Rd.. Mineville. N.Y. 12956. -518-942-6671 

Small Boat Exchange 
31 MAIN STREET 

BURLINGTON, VT 05401 

(802) 864-5437 

REPRESENTING VERMONT?S 
FINEST BOATBUILDERS 

Strip/epoxy canoes, Rangeleys, Adirondack  guide- 
boats. Ultralight plywood lapstrake canoes, skiffs, 
tenders (sailing), rowing shells. Cedar/canvas can- 
oes. Fiberglass Whitehalls, guideboats, elegant ten- 
ders. Custom building. We also carry the Galilee 15 
daysailer, Gloucester Yachts, R.E. Graham rowing 
shells, sea kayaks and canoes. Brokerage for all 
sizes sail and power. Great buys onfresh water boats. 

Nosrin cole CANOE SHOP 
Custom Building, Restoration & Repair 

of Canvas-Wood Canoes & Boats 

SOLID BRASS BANDS for canoe 
stems and boat trim, concave back- 
ed, 4.5 ft. and 9 ft. lengths. $1.47 
per ft. CANOE TACKS, $9 per Ib. 
W/C CANOE PLANS, $35, 

RFD#3, Box 118- 2A 

Dover-Foxcroft, Me. 04426 

Tel. (207) 564-3667 
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MIGHVY MERRIMACK ROWING RACE 

The third running of the Mighty 
Merrimack Rowing Race on the Merri- 
mack River from Amesbury to Newbury- 
port, MA is on for Sunday, September 
29th early afternoon. The 3-1/2 mile 
downstream course runs along the unde- 
veloped northern shore of the river past 
saltmarshes and several wild islands 
before joining the main channel at the 
bridges in Newburyport for the last 1/4 
mile to the finish behind the sponsoring 
Custom House Museum alongside the 
public waterfront promenade. Classes 
for traditional dories, oar-on-gunwale 
rowing craft and sliding seat/rigger 
boats, solo or multi-crewed are provid- 
ed. Food and drink is available at the 
finish area where a smalltraditional boat 
display will also be featured. The ad- 
jacent Custom House Museum is like- 
wise open. Entry fee is $5, sign up at 
the start at the Amesbury Town Ramp 
on Merrimack St. on the north shore of 
the river in Amesbury, just off Rt. 110. 
Any oar powered craft is eligible, rac- 
ing shells should be aware that river can 
get lumpy near bridges at finish line from 
powerboat traffic. Contact Regina Tracey 
at (617) 462-8681. 

FLASHING OARS IN PHILADELPHIA 
The Philadelphia Maritime Mus- 

eum has featured an ongoing special ex- 
hibit on the history of rowing on the 
Schuykill River since June. We missed 
Part 1, but Part 2 gets underway on 
September 20th and runs through Dec- 
ember 30th. On display will be Thomas 
Eakins’ painting, THE PAIRED OAR 
SHELL; engravings, lithographs and pho- 
tographs including Muybridge’s rowing 
motion studies; three full size single 
shells plus models; Olympic medals, ban- 
ners, rowing attire and similar memora- 
bilia. You can try out the rowing mach- 
ine or compete against a computer in 
simulated sculling. On September 21st a 
one day seminar on the history of rowing 
in Philadelphia is scheduled. Featured 
participants will include historian George 
Thomas, author Elizabeth Johns, rowing 
historian Thomas Mendenhall, designer 
and builder Douglas Martin, curator 
Roger Allen and master boatbuilder John 
Brady. 

Call the Philadelphia Maritime Mu- 
seum at (215) 925-5439 for further in- 
formation, 

20 

GERRISH ISLAND RACE/CRUISE 
The 11th Annual Gerrish Island 

race is on for September 14th at 11:30 
a.m. at Gerrish Island near Kittery Pt. 
ME. The spirit of the occasion is to cel- 
ebrate useful human or wind powered 
small boats able to negotiate a tortuous 
salt marsh and open sea with equal ease. 
The entry fee is only $3 but thereisa | 
30 boat limit (For reasons of room at 
start and on first two miles of the course 
through the marsh channels). Many cate- 
gories of prizes are offered, such as 
1st peapod, 1st fish caught enroute, 1st 
with pointy oars, etc. Further awards 
are solicited from interested persons/ 
firms wishing to support any specific 
class of boat. The course is long, over 
7 miles, 4 of them along the open sea- 
shore from Brave Boat Harbor southwest 
to Kittery Point. For further informa- 
tion or to enter, contact Doug Martin at 
Box 251, Kittery Point, ME 03905. 

SPIRIT OF WELLFLEET DORY RACE 

The 1st Annual Spirit of Wellfleet 
Dory Race is on for September 15th in 
Wellfleet Harbor on outer Cape Cod. It 
is a part of the Barnstable County 300th 
Anniversary celebration and is open to 
traditionally rowed boats and to those fit- 

| ted with sliding seats or riggers. The 
entry is $10 per pair of oars and this 
includes a memento tee-shirt. Contact 
Walter Baron at (617) 349-2383. 

TRADITIONAL VESSELL WEEKEND 

The gathering of traditional plank 
on frame wooden vessels at Steamboat 

Dock on the Connecticut River at Essex, 
CT is on for September 13,14,15. Races, 
awards, pageantry and history all come 
together here. Contact the Connecticut 
River Foundation at (203) 767-8269. 

CANOE RACING EVENTS SCHEDULED 

FOR SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 8: Mansfield Hollow 
Marathon, 9 mile flatwater (with 5 mile 
course for local recreational entrants) 
in Mansfield Center, CT. Startis at Mans- 
field Hollow State Park. Afternoon ev- 
ents will include youth race, obstacle 
course, war canoe challengeand Olympic 
sprints. Race course is a loop using two 
lakes connected by culverts. Call Sue 
Audette at (203) 456-0558. 

Connecticut River 

Oar and Paddle Club 
The Connecticut River Oar & Pad- 

dle Club schedules a number of recrea- 
tional outings for interested persons in 
oar or paddle powered craft. Membership 
is not required but is invited. Contact 
Jon Persson at (203) 388-2343 business 
days for more particulars. The events 
for September: 

SEPTEMBER 8: Participation in 
| the Saybrook (CT) 350th Anniversary 
| boat parade from Chester to Old Say- 
| brook, 

SEPTEMBER 14-16: Three day out- 
ing and overnights, Middletown to Hurd 

State Park overnight, thence to Selden 
Island overnight, thence to Old Saybrook. 
Participation in one day sections wel- 
comed. 

CANOEING & KAYAKING IN SOUTH- 

EASTERN MA THIS SUMMER 
The Southeastern Chapter of the 

Appalachian Mountain Club has the fol- 
lowing outings planned for canoeists and 

kayakers scheduled for September are: 

SEPTEMBER 7-8:Washburn Island 
flatwater paddling on Waquoit Bay and 
campout on Washburn Island, near Fal- 
mouth, MA, Call Chuck Wright at (617) 
564-4250. 

SEPTEM2ER 14: Tidal paddling 

to Monomy Island from Stage Harbor in 
Chatham, MA. Call Russ Ottey at (617) 
563-6637. 

SEPTEMBER 21-22: Overnight cam- 

pout and two day flatwater paddling on 
Saco River in Maine. Call Judy O’Bryant 
at (617) 587-3370. 

LOWELL ATLANTIC DORY RAFFLE 

In connection with the Mighty Mer- 
rimack River Race the Custom House 
Museum of Newburyport, MA, will be 
raffling a new Lowell built Atlantic row- 
ing skiff. Tickets are on sale for $1 each 
or 6 for $5 from the Custom House Mu- 
seum, P.O. Box 306, Newburyport, MA 
01950, or may be purchased at the Race 
during the day. 

Finally, the Custom House Museum 
of Newburyport, MA will host a six week 
class on plank-on-frame model building 
led by Jack Farrell of the Gloucester 
(MA) Fisherman’s Museum. To learn 
more, call Regina Tracey at (617) 462- 
8681 during Museum hours. 



ADIRONDACK CANOE CLASSIC 
At no time will the appeal of the 

Adirondack Forest Preserve be more ap-= 
parent than during the running of the Ad- 
irondack Canoe Classic on September 
13-15, The 90 mile classic from Old 
Forge to Saranac Lake will wend its way 
through the rivers and streams of the 
Adirondack Park ablaze with the reds, 
golds and russets of autumn foliage during 
the state’s Forest Preserve Centennial 
Celebrations. 

Canoeists, kayakers and guideboat 
enthusiasts will spend three days paddling 
the routes of the early guides and trappers 
of the upstate mountains. Unparalleled 
views of the ancient Adirondacks, spark- 
ling waters at Raquette and Buttermilk 
Falls, glimpses of white tail deer brow- 
sing along the shallows of the crystal 
clear lakes and the sound of honking 
geese overhead will make the weekend 
an unforgettable one for competitors and 
spectators. 

An early chronicler of the wonders 
of the Adirondacks was a Boston prea- 
cher, Rev. Wm. H.H. Murray. Murray 
did more tham any other person to pop- 
ularize the mountains in his small book, 
ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS, 

published in 1869. ‘‘You can enter upona 
voyage the like of which, itis safeto say, 
the world does not anywhere else furn- 
ish ...a thousand lakes lie embedded in 
this vast forest of pine and hemlock. 
Nothing gives a deeper feeling of soli- 
tude than floating over one of these wild 
lakes at night.”’ 

The same wonders and joys of the 
mountains experienced and touted by 
Murray will be sampled by the Classic 
competitors on their three day journey 
through the 6 million acre Adirondack 
Park, the largest park east of the Mis- 
sissippee River. 

A unique bit of Adirondack Forest 
Preserve history may be viewed by the 
Classic participants as they paddle a- 
cross Raquette Lake. Pine Knot, one of 
the earliest of the ‘‘Great Camps’’ built 
by William Durant may be seen nestled 
among the pines. The ‘‘camps’’ were the 
19th century rustic retreats of the very 
wealthy. Often sprawling complexes with 
anywhere from 45 to 60 buildings, they 
were, for the most part, owned by one 
family, They were self sufficient, having 

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOAT SHOWS FOR 

SEPTEMBER: 

SEPTEMBER 11-15: Adirondack 
Guideboat Show, Harrietstown Town Hall, 
Saranac Lake, NY. Call Kathleen Ivimey 
at (518) 891-1990. 

SEPTEMBER 15: Finger Lakes AC 
BS Rendezvous, Red Jacket Y.C., Cay- 
uga Lake, NY. Call Jim Brennan at (315) 
446-1023. 

their own ice houses, smoke houses, 
working gardens and walk-in coolers. A 
main lodge made of local timbers with 
rustic furniture and massive stone fire- 
places provided dining and recreational 
quarters. Sleeping accomodations were 
in individual cabins. Pine Knot provides 
a brief look at the opulence of many 
wealthy landholders who summered in the 
Adirondacks when the Forest Preserve 
was first formed a century ago. 

Paddlers will face a number of por- 
tages or carries during the classic. Some 
are a short tenth of a mile while others 
are guaranteed to test the mettle of the 
heartiest competitors. But, as race man- 
ager J. Sue Dyer points out, “Fifteen 
year old boys and girls andgrandparents 
have successfully completed this race 
with no great difficulties at the carries. 
The challenge and the competition seem 
to spur them on and they really come up 
with the extra effort needed during the 
race.”’ 

One of the carries reached on the 
second day is Indian Carry in the Axton- 
Coreys area. History relates that an In- 
dian village and lead mine were located 
at this carry. Arrowheads and a skinning 
knife have been found, but despite sear- 
ches, no trace of the legendary lead mine 
has ever been found. That secret died 
with the last Indian to inhabit the area. 

Breakfast and dinner will be cat- 
ered each day of the Classic at the over- 
night camping locations at the Forked 
Lake Campsite and at the Wawbeek 
Resort on Upper Saranac Lake. Compet- 
itors will be responsible for their own 
lunches. Songs will resound through the 
mountains each evening as racers and 
organizers gather around blazing camp- 
fires, relax and discuss the day’s racing. 

The entry fee for the Adirondack 
Canoe Classic is $10 per person, per 
boat with a late fee charged after Sep- 
tember 9th. There is no charge for the 
nightly camping but the meals are at an 
additional cost. For more information and 
entry details, contact the Saranac Lake 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 30 Main 
St., Saranac Lake, NY 12983. Phone 
(518) 891-1990. 

(ED, NOTE: This has to be the most 
persuasive news release to come our way 
this year, really makes you want to go.) 

WATCH FOR SBJ SEA TRIALS 
SMALL BOAT JOURNAL magazine 

again conducted sea trials of various 
boats at the May Small Boat Show. Ac- 
cording to managing editor Richard Le- 
bowitz, the boats to be reviewed in de- 
tail are as follows: 

NOVEMBER 1985 Issue: Sailboats: 
Spindrift 19; X-21; Mirage 5.5; Holder 
20; Sea Pearl 21; Montego 20; O’Day 
19. 

JANUARY 1986 Issue: Powerboats: 
McKee 18; Dell Quay 18; Wahoo 16; 
Boston Whaler 18. 

MARCH 1986 Issue: Rowing boats: 
Fiord; Lowell Atlantic; Dove; Sea Ran- 
ger; Appledore 16; Barnegat Bay Dory; 
Persson Pulling Boat; Bangor Packet. 

RADIO CONTROL MODEL YACHT RA-~ 

CING THROUGH SEPTEMBER; 

SEPTEM2ER: Last Bloom of Sum- 

mer, every Tuesday night, 6 p.m. until 

dark at Rosemary Lake, Needham, MA. 
Call Ed Walton at (617) 449-2662. 

SEPTEMBER 1: A Skipper’s Mem- 
orial, Saddlebrook, NJ, Class A. Call 
Francis Lucke at (201) 335-76-9. 

SEPTEMBER 2: Trigg Memorial, 
Needham, MA. Class EC-12. Call Ed 
Walton at (617) 449-2662. 

SEPTEMBER 7-8: Mini America’s 

Cup Regatta, Newport, RI. Class EC-12, 
Call Rich Palmer at (201) 575-7766. 

SEPTEMEER 7: George Bursuch 
Race & Picnic, L.I, NY. Call Ed Helme 
at (516) 383-8453. 

SEPTEM®@IER 8: Long Distance 
Race, Saddle Brook, NJ. C'ass 10R. Call 
Francis Lucke at (201) 335-7609. 

SEPTEMBER 14-15: Campbell Cup, 
| Marblehead, MA. Class M. Call Gene 
Thober at (617) 531-0797, 

SEPTEMBER 15: MYRAA A Cham- 

pionships, Saddle Brook, NY. Class A 
Pond Rules. Call Francis Lucke at (201) 
335-7609. 

SEPTEMBER 21-22: 3UR ACCR, 

L.I. NY, Class 3UR. Call Ed Helme at 
(516) 883-8453. 

SEPTEMSER 22: Gansett Special 
fleet and match racing, Providence, RI. 
Class EC-12, Call Mike Andrea at (401) 
724-5221, 

SEPTEMGER 28: Keough Memo. 
rial, Central Park, NY. Class 10R. Call 
Richard Plaut at (212) 249-3772. 

SEPTEMBER 28: Invitational 3UR, 
Hecksher, NY. Class 3UR. Call Jack 
Patton at (516) 421-1135, 

SEPTEM®ER 29: Randall Memo- 
rial, Springfield, MA. Any boat. Call 
Bernie Gaudette at (413) 525-7316. 

SEPTEMBER 29: Eastern A Cham- 
pionship, Saddle Brook, NJ. Class A, 
Pond Rules. Call Franis Lucke at (201) 
335-7609. 

SEPTEMBER CANOE OUTINGS ON THE 

CONNECTICUT RIVER: 

The Connecticut River Watershed 
Council has a number of canoe outings 

scheduled into September. Fees range 
from $16 day trips to $50 overnights for 
non-members (members are $12 and $40 
respectively) and if you bring your own 
canoe and PFD these are reduced by 
$4 and $8 respectively. — 
obtain more details contact the Council 
at CRWC Canoe Trips, 125 Combs Rd., 
Easthampton, MA 01027. Phones are as 

| follows: Connecticut - (203) 277-6914; 
Massachusetts - (413) 584-0057; Upper 
Valley - (603) 643-5672. 

SEPTEMBER 14-15: Overnight trip 
to explore source of Deerfield River in 
southern Vermont, including Somerset 
Reservoir. 

SEPTEMBER 21: Day trip from 
Northfield, MA to Barton’s Cove through 
French King Gerge on Connecticut River. 

SEPTEMBER 22: Day trip up Deer- 
St River from mouth to Sunderland, 

SEPTEMBER 28-29: Overnight trip 
to Connecticut Lakes and Lake Francis. 
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13? OLD TOWN WHITECAP sailboat, 
c. 1956. Has had very little use. Cotton 
sails, spruce spars, all brass and bronze 
hardware. $4,000 with trailer. 14° STRIP- 
BUILT open outboard boat, cedar onoak. 
With mooring cover, excellent condition. 
$1,500. 18? OLD TOWNSPONSONSKIFF, 
needs new transom, refinishing and re- 
canvassing. $300 as is or have me res- 
tore it. 
OAT CANOE CO. Mt. Vernon, ME (207) 
293-2694. (9) 

GREAT PELICAN, 95% completed. Bot- 
tom has three layers of chopped strand 
matt, topsides two layers, per Vaitses 
system. O/B well, spars complete, new 
Norseman sails. No reasonable offer re- 
fused, must sell due to illness. 
STAN DZIEJMA, S. Walpole, MA (617) 
668-3879. (9) 

VARNISH FOOD: Cleans, restores and 
protects varnished and painted surfaces. 
12 oz. can $6.50 plus $1.50 shipping and 
handling. 
CUTWATER BOAT WORKS, 6657 Lake 

Ave., Williamson, NY 14589. (9) 

18’ CULLER STATEN ISLAND SKIFF, 
built in 1979, white cedar on oakframes, 
clinker built. With canvas sprit rig sail. 
Hardly used. $3,500. 
PETE BAKER, Westport, MA (617) 636- 
3272. (9) 

16? APPLEDORE POD, Martin Marine. 
Used 5 times, will sell as single or as 
double. Single price $1,599 or B.O. 
ROCKY KEITH, Wellesley, MA (617) 
237-6233 eves. (9) 

WALT HAS ’EM;: 12? NEWFOUNDLAND 

SKIFF, new, mahogany and oak with 7 ft. 
ash oars, $695. 18? BLACK RIVER CAN. 
OES, new, both asymetrical, one has 
rocker, one has not, 35.5”? beam, 12.5” 
depth, 65 lbs weight, Coast Guard rated 
590 lbs capacity. Each comes with 2 pad- 
dles, 2 life jackets, car topper. ‘‘Life 
Time Warranty’’! All for only $885 per 
canoe. 14’, 99? APACHE PONY CANOE 
by Black River, new with 1 year war- 
ranty. Comes with two paddles, 2 life 
jackets and roof topper. All for only 
$564. ELECTRIC TROLLING MOTORS, 
20 lbs thrust, new, 4 speeds forward and 
reverse, $128 each. MOTOR BRACKET 
for canoes, $35 each. 
WALT’S BOAT & TACKLE, Dracut, MA 

(617) 957-5865. (9) 
vee 

16? WHITEHALL sailboat, fiberglass with 
mahogany trim, beautiful traditional 
lines, excellent condition. Trailer and 
many extras. $3,000. 
DARI FORMAN, Albion, ME (207) 437- 
9368. (10) 

19? FLYING SCOT fiberglass sailboat 
in excellent condition fully equipped with 
two sets of sails, spinnaker, trailer, 
motor, covers, anchor and other extras. 
$3350. 
PAUL BUNNELL, Madison, CT (203) 
245-0271. (9) 

147 HURKA KAYAK, fiberglass, 1984. 
29 lbs. Used once. New $547, for sale 
due to illness, $395 or B.O. 
JENNIFER SMILEY, Rochester, MA (617) 
763-8735. (9) 

14’, 8’? LAPSTRAKE CANOE, 33?’ beam, 
11’? depth, would make a good sailing 
canoe. $550. 18’ lapstrake double ender, 
very good sailer. $800. Half-built But- 
ternut canoe on building jig, needs three 
strakes to finish. $350. 
CHET FARRELL, W. Dennis, MA (617) 
398-2649. (9) 

EASY RIDER sea kayak, 1984 model, 
used once. Cost $1300. Sell $1100. 15? 
Chestnut canoe, needs complete restora- 
tion. $100. Rangeley Lake boat with hour- 
glass stern in need of restoration. $300. 
DANIEL HAMILTON, Concord, MA (617) 
369-2325. (9) 

OUTBOARD MOTOR: 1985 Honda 2 hp 

four-stroke. Used three hours. $375. 
PETER WATTERS, Cambridge, MA (617) 
492-6467, (9) 

NEW CATALOG: Nautical gifts for all 
occasions and budgets. Remarkable sav- 
ings over retail prices. Send 25¢, 
THE MARINER, Box 781MA, Old Lyme, 
CT 06371. (13) 

16’ SEDA sea kayak with flotation bags. 
Like new condition. $475. Also 10-1/2? 
“Wee Lassie’? style canoe, fiberglass 
construction, 28 lbs. $10 per pound. 
BOB WOLFERTZ, Rosemont, NJ, (609) 
397-0141. (8) 

BEETLE CAT sailboat, excellent con- 
dition, with galvanized trailer. Call early 
a.m. 
LILLA CINGOLANI, Kingston, MA, (617) 
585-5622, (9) 

BEAUTIFUL FLAGS, banners, wind- 
socks, yacht ensigns, courtesy flags, 
marine gifts. Our shop is open 7 days. 
FLYING COLORS LTD., 468 Thames St. 
Newport, RI 02840. (401) 846-0418. (TF) 

Cllasenine| 
Matxetplace 

1984 GIESLER utility runabout, cedar on 
oak, f/g to waterline, 17’ x 6’ x 32°’, 
bronze fastened, Mariner 3-cyl.el. 6 hp, 
trailer, all gear (anchor, oars, speedo, 
etc.) $10,000 U.S. 
PAUL LEFORT, OTTAWA, ONT, (613) 
837-4651. (9) 

SET OF L.C,A, SAILS for Lightning 

class sailboat by Hard Sails, Islip, NY. 
Long Shaft 28hp Evinrude, needs seals 
in lower unit. Best reasonable offers or 
swap. Need rigging and sail for 12’ sail- 
ing dinghy and 2 to 4 hp outboard, reg- 
ular shaft, 
DAVID DOANE, Lynn, MA (617) 593- 
5913, (9) 

ae WHITEHALL, wooden rowing boat. 
750. 

CHAUNCY BANCROFT, Ellsworth, ME 

(207) 667-3382. (9) 

REPAIR & RESTORATION of wood and 
wood/canvas canoes and boats. Also 
specializing in custom building of lap- 
strake canoes and sailing canoes and 
tenders. Built with Bruynzeel mahogany 
plywood using the epoxy glued lap method 
of construction. 
WILLIAM CLEMENTS BOATBUILDER, 
P.O. Box 87M, No. Billerica, MA 01862 
(617) 663-3103. (TF) 

CASCO BAY DIESEL CRUISER, 33’, 

sleeps three, never used commercially. 
Standard electronics, mahogany over oak. 
Unique character boat, Owner purchasing 
sailboat, Asking $14,500. 
MIKE SHERWOOD, Old Lyme, CT (203) 
434.2276. (9) 

16? OLD TOWN double ended rowboat. 
Built 1952, Wood with Dynel fabric. Good 
condition and ready to go, Has been used 
with sail and motor. $500. 
CARL ERICKSON, Verona, NJ, (203) 
438-0311, ext. 493 weekdays. (9) 

9-1/2? OLD TOWN dinghy, cedar/canvas, 
4’ beam, in good condition, most original 
hardware. $375, 
JOHN FREEMAN, Burlington, VT, (802) 
879-6103 eves. (9) 



247 NEWPORT NEPTUNE sloop, 1980. 
C & C design. Shoal draft keel with re- 
tractable dagger board. Tandem axle 
trailer with brakes. Main, jib, storm jib, 
two genoas and spinnaker. New 7.5 hp 
Sailmaster. Winter cover. Standing head- 
room, full galley, sleeps five. Marble- 
head mooring fore remainder of season. 
Cruise equipped. Safe and dry. Excellent 
condition, great family boat. Much TLC. 
$14,000. 
DICK PIPPIN, Raymond, NH, (617) 658- 
5600, ext. 5867 days. (9) 

STILL LOOKING? TRY THESE: 14’ Bart 
Hauthaway slalom kayak, fiberglass, with 
padddle, flotation, skirt, top shape. $375, 
Antique 1930’s 21’ Robertson 4-man rac- 
ing canoe, strip wood construction, var- 
nish finish, superb condition, $995. Dy- 
namite windsurfer, a Payson “Instant 
Boat’? with new sail, ready to go, for 
beginner level, $200. Antique Annisquam 
Fish catboat, first built 1922, still built 
in Gloucester, MA traditionally. This one 
a restoration project but with brand new 
sail, $450. Old Lightning, not plywood, 
hull bad shape, but complete with spars, 
rigging, sails, etc. $195. 16? Old Town 
Lake Rowboat, Rangeley hull lines built 
canoe style in 1934, restored exterior, 
interior needs finish painting, includes 
65 sq. ft. sprit sail rig, rudder, lee- 
board, etc, two sets 7’ oars, bronze fit- 
tings, etc. Useable as is, some work to 
pretty up interior. $995, 1941 Chris Craft 
17’ mahogany runabout restoration pro- 
ject, all original fittings, hardware, etc, 
except non standard windshield, correct 
K engine in need of overhaul but no bad 
problems. Hull stripped out and re- 
fastened, new mahogany planking for 
decks, needs new interior, seats, etc. 
All you need except the labor and minor 
hardware for $1500. Reducing the fleet. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA (617) 774- 
0906 eves best, but try days, sometimes 
I’m near the phone. 

C_Looking fora 
“Boat or Gear? 

MODIFIED BOLGER SURF, 15’, 6’? x 
3°, 7°*. A pretty boat in very nice con- 
dition. Cat ketch rig, swing up leeboards, 
launching wheel, etc. Easily car topped 
by one person. See, ‘‘A Cambridge Crui- 
ser,” MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS, Vol. 
I, No. 9, page 11. $1000. 
PETER WATTERS, Cambridge, MA (617) 
492-6467. (9) 

16? EASY RIDER Eskimo sea kayaks 
(2) fitted with bow & stern stainless 
steel painter eyes and toggle handles, ad- 
justable Yakima footrests and adjustable 
seat and backrests. One is expedition 
equipped with bow a stern sealed bulk- 
heads, two air bags, neoprene spray 
skirt and True Track System rudder, 
compass assembly, rescue lines, Kober 
Regatta paddte. Save over $500, selling 
price $1350. One sea cruiser including 
a bow sealed porthole, stern sealed bulk- 
head, two airbags, neoprene spray skirt, 
foot control rudder, compass assembly, 
rescue lines, Kober Regatta paddle. Save 
over $500, selling price $1150. Special 
combination offer, both for $2300 with 
extra Kober Breakaway paddle. 
PATRICIA MALINOWSKI, Pittsburgh, PA 

(412) 665-1426, 7:30-9:00 a.m. or 5:30- 
9:00 p.m. (9) 

RS a pensandy 

Q } RRC gods eee 

STARBOARD LAUNCH built by Goudy & 

Stevens, 1920. Completely reconditioned. 
West System(c) appliedinside and out and 
finished with Algrip. Original engine re- 
placed by Grey ‘‘jump spark’? ca. 1915. 
Has had professional care in storage. 
Price, hull with engine andtrailer, $2000 
or reasonable offer. Will consider sale 
of hull without engine. 
FREDERICK JOHNSON, Andover, MA, 
(617) 475-0604. (9) 

MINT CONDITION CANOES: 1909 E.M. 
White, 16’, 46 lbs, ultralite. 1923 Old 

Town Otca 17’, 1912 HW Old Town 17’, 
1941 Yankee Old Town 16’. Also 1945 
17? Grumman (#20) manufactured at 
Bethpage, NY aircraft engine division. 
plant. 
BERT DECKER, 515 McClellan  St., 

Schenectady, NY 12304. (518) 374-4071 
days, (518) 377-7461 aft. 6 p.m. (9) 

18’, 9? GAFF RIGGED CATBOAT, cuddy 
cabin, sleeps two on custom foam bunks. 
New centerboard, excellent dacron sail. 
Mast, gaff, boom okay, hull solid. Needs 
general overhaul. $1800 or best offer. 
CALL (617) 749-2924, 6-9 p.m. (9) 

WANTED‘ Spinnaker suitable for Light- 
ning. Need not be official measure of 
sail, 
NEIL FOLSOM, Old Orchard Beach, ME 
(207) 934-2309. (9) 

WANTED: Offshore crew experience on 
a mid-size sailboat, one to seven days. 
New England area. 
JACK RENNER, 174 Whitehall Rd., Hook- 
sett, NH 93106. Tel. (603) 668-1436. (9) 

LOOKING 0 BUY: 17 foot Boston Whaler 

or equivalent boat (wooden acceptable if 
of similar dimensions). I prefer a bare 
hull to allow for customizing. If you have 
one or know of one, please contact me, 
RICK BARRETT, P.O. Box 2694, So. 
parle MA 01982. Tel. (617) 927-3663. 

BIG 147 WOODEN SKIFF, never used, 
$595. Fiberglass TURNABOUT all equip- 
ped, with trailer, $1800. 12? SEA GULL 
with trailer, $1500. SAROCA, GRUMMAN 
Sport Sailboat, Sailboard $395, 3 used 
COMPAC?s, 

FERNALD’S, Rte. 1A, Newbury, MA, 
(617) 465-0312, (9) 

SAILING/ROWING DINGHY, 10 foot long 

Cape Dory. Excellent condition. Fiber- 
glass hull, wood trim interior. A col- 
lector’s item, no longer made by Cape 
Dory. $1200. 
M, LEACH, Belmont, MA, (617) 547- 
7100 days, (617) 484-6850 eves. (8) 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE TO SUB- 
SCRIBERS. 

Yes, anyone who buys a subscrip- 
tion to MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS can 
place free classifieds in any issue. We 
hope you won’t abuse this with lengthy 
or numerous ads, but we’ll accept any 

reasonably concise ads for boats or 
gear appropriate to our editorial con- 
tent. 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE NOT FREE TO 
COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS FOR GEN. 

ERAL PRODUCTS OR SERVICES, 

We will run free classifieds for 
any firm which has a subscription for 
individual boats or gear, but not for gen- 
eral product lines or services. 

CLASSIFIEDS FOR NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
ARE 10¢ A WORD, $3 A PHOTO, EACH 
ISSUE RUN, 
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NORTH RIVER 
_BOATWORKS 

North River Skiff 
La Information Send $1.00 to: 

NORTH RIVER BOATWORKS 

6ELMST. ALBANY, NEW YORK 12202 518-434-4414 
SOUTH BRISTOL, ME. 04568 

[207] 644-8120 

P MICHAEL PORTER 
' BOATBUILDER 4 

CHEBEAGUE ISLAND, MAINE. 
ie TELEPHONE: (207) 846 -3145 A b/d 

SWAMPSCOTT DORIES/ OTHER CUSTOM & STOCK BOATS / ROWING, DAIERSS POWER. 


