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Our Next Issue... 
Will feature ‘our coverage of 

the ACA Canoe Sailing Nationals in 

Bridgeton, Maine, with a side look 
at how canoes are rigged for .sail- 
ing by Harry Wilmshurst. We'll 

have Peter Brennan's report on the 
nice old boats he found were rowed 
off the beach in Killarney. E,C. 
Ragsdale entertains us with another 
‘60's era kayaking adventure. 
Amongst designs and projects we 

have’ at the ready are -Bill Bailey's 
"UTX" light fisherman skiff; Don 
Letts' car top budget proa; Griff 
Venator’s stretched "Cockleshell"; 
and Doug Simpson's ultra hi-tech 
folding Feathercraft sea kayaks. 
We'll be starting on our winter 
book reviews with a "video" review 
of Rob Perkins’ solo trip down the 
600 mile Back River in the Cana- 
dian arctic. 

On the Cover... 
Dave Getchell's been on the go 

for two years now putting together 
the Maine Island Trail for all of us 
to enjoy, a full report on all this 
in this issue. 
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I've devoted a lot of space in 
this issue to the Maine Island 
Trail, I had a chance in August to 

spend a day with its creator, Dave 
Getchell, Sr., out on the water 

seeing what this was really all 
about. You can read about the sub- 
ject of the beauty of the thousands 
of islands on the Maine: Coast but 
seeing some and going ashore on 
them really drives home the value 
of these places as recreational op- 
portunities for small boat people. 

Dave's been involved’ with 
small boats most of his life, for 
years he was editor of "National 
Fisherman", later was the original 
editor of "Small Boat Journal". 

Since leaving "National Fisher- 
man", Dave's been devoting himself 
to projects dear to his heart which 
had been unrealized due to the time 

pressures of his career. Involve- 

ment with the Island Institute, an 

orgunization of Maine island own- 
ers, preservationists, and people 

who see these islands as natural 
resources in need of protection, led 
Dave to realize what an opportunity 
many of the islands presented for 

small boat recreation. 

Dave conceived of organizing 
people who would like to enjoy vis-~ 

iting and camping on islands on 
the Maine coast with small boats 
into a user group that could work 
cooperatively with public and pri- 
vate island owners in directing re- 

creational use along environmental- 
ly acceptable directions. 

The pressure has increased on 

islands, not only recreational ac~ 
cess from boat owners "trespassing" 
on uninhabited private islands, but 

also on public use of limited state 
facilities. The state was in no po- 

Sition to develop a broader access, 

it was in need of help in better 
managing its own resources. So it 

was up to the interested public to 
develop such access, and Dave de- 

cided to do the pied piper part, get 
out front and let everyone know 
what he had in mind, and see if he 

could attract a following. 

Like most visionaries, Dave 
ran into initial scepticism and re- 

sistance to his ideas. Public offi- 
cials, while beset with too much to 

do on too little money, still tend to 

view the "citizen" as a user of 
what the bureaucracy provides in 

the prescribed manner, and are 
wary of the enthusiastic amateur 
and his vision. Private island 
owners, while increasingly plagued 

with trespassing resulting in envi- 
ronmental degradation of their un- 
inhabited, seldom visited (by their 
owners) islands, could not see how 
Openly inviting the public to come 
ashore could possibly make things 
any better. 

So Dave had a lot of selling to 
do. He's not just a visionary, but 

ommentary .°= 
a pragmatic person who gets things 
done, so he set about to reason 

with the involved people, to point 

out how a cooperative user group 
would actually better protect island 
environments by agreeing to use 
under environmentally acceptable 
guidelines. The public officials had 
to be shown how this would help 
them in their land management 
rather than add to their already 
overwhelming tasks. 

Well, as of this fall, the 
Maine Island Trail Association has 
over 1,000 individual and family 
memberships, has established offi- 
cial access to a number of state 

owned islands not available before 
because no state development of fa- 
cilities had been done on them, and 

has been able to persuade several 
owners of private islands to in- 
clude their properties in the Trail. 
All this because Dave Getchell be- 
lieved it could be done and set out 

on his own to do so. 

Dave draws a_e small salary 
from the Association now, and even 
has a new Lund 18! outboard skiff 
donated by the manufacturer. Orig- 
inally, he used his own boat for 
his extensive surveying of what's 
actually out there. He doesn't de- 
pend on this income for his total 
livlihood, good thing, it's not 
much. But it's an important part of 
the budget. Without Dave's efforts, 
not only lining up islands for ac~ 
cess, but also at putting together 
the comprehensive guidebook, 
there'd be no such thing available 
to us now, or to future small boat 
folks, as the Maine Island Trail. 

Dave answers the question, 
"What do I get for my $25?" py 
pointing out that authorized access 
to the private islands along the 
Trail is limited to Association 
members only (the state islands are 
open to all interested).: The Guide- 
book, available only to members, is 

updated periodically and _ provides 
detailed information on the whole 
Trail, sea conditions as well as the 

island information. What Dave does- 
n't mention is that the $25 helps to 
subsidize his time and effort on be- 
half of anyone who believes that 
public access to these islands 

should be encouraged and formal- 
ized, 

Following our report on our 
day "on the trail with Dave" in 
this issue is a Maine Island Trail 
Association pamphlet reprint with a 

membership application. If you be- 
lieve Dave's work is valuable to 
small boaters, send him your mem- 
bership application now with the 
$25. He's on the verge of making 
things happen in a big way for all 
of us in the next couple of years 
and needs our support. It's so lit- 
tle to spend for so much opportuni- 
ty, now and in the future. 



A LARGER CONSTITUENCY 
Your constituency could be 

larger than you may have thought. 

Those who mess about with boats 
include surprising parties, as evi- 
denced in the photo. We trailered 
our Dovekie from Richmond to the 
Mystic area to sail about Little 
Narragansett Bay. We launched at 
Watch Hill Boat Yard on Colonial 
Willie Cove with Napatree Beach 
our anchorage for the first night. 

Between events we viewed in 
the mid-week races of the Watch 
Hill Yacht Club, we rested our 
eyes with a short nap under our 
awning. A persistent tapping sound 
on the starboard side, moving back 

to the stern and then around for- 
ward on the port side, woke us. 
Peering over the side I found my- 
self eyeball to eyeball with this 
visitor. 

It appeared that hunger was 
the motive for the appearance, and 
the tapping was the means for get- 

ting our attention. Little good it 
did, for we were not yet ready to 
sign on another crew, even for on- 
ly the cost of a slice of bread. 
Some "Seacreatures Union" might 
then have demanded _ retirement 
benefits for our friend and the four 
very young family members being 
taught the tricks of a nautical wel- 
fare lifestyle "messing about with 
boats". 

Bill Chewning, Richmond, VA. 

SINGING THE SAD STUFF 
My summer has been one pro-~ 

ject after another. I've had _ two 
kayaks to build as well as a steady 
number of music engagements. I 
just finished a large run of sweat 
shirt screen printing too. My shop 
looks like a disaster and it may 
explode any minute now. My old 
boat plans service is a daily rou- 
tine of running to the copy shop 
and post office. Are you in tears 
yet? 

Well, I've sung all the sad 
stuff I can remember for the mo- 
ment. I must tell you again that 
"Messing About in Boats" is truly 
the best boating magazine in exist- 
ence from my viewpoint and if you 
really want to hear sad stuff, just 
stop publishing it! I guarantee SAD 
like you never imagined. 

E.G. Ragsdale, Westlake, OR. 

ABOUT THOSE SEA KAYAKS 
Your commentary in the Au- 

gust 5th issue on your mixed feel- 
ings about sea kayak rewards and 
demands echoes my’ own thoughts 
about capsizing in them. I don't 
have one but am interested and I 
subscribe to "Sea Kayaker" maga~ 

zine. Is there any solution to this 
problem or must one resign oneself 
to learning how to get back into a 
capsized kayak before the sport can 

become enjoyable? 
Jim Casey, Newport, RI. 

MORE ABOUT CANOES 

I'm a fairly recent subscriber 
and a very pleased one, you put 
out a fine magazine. I would like 
to see articles on canoes in gener- 
al, specifically on tiny ones, and 
about sailing rigs for them. I real- 
ly enjoy the articles on builders 

and their comments on how their 

boats handle. 

David Williams, Wilmington, 
DE. 

PADDLES GOT ATTENTION 
I took my "Eaglet" canoe 

("Boats, April lst) and custom pad~ 
dles to the Wooden Boat Show here 
in Seattle over July 4th weekend. 
My paddles got a lot of interest and 
I may put together a pattern kit 
and instructions for interested 
home builders. 

Gene Galipeau, 20218 Green- 
wood Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98133. 

WHITEHALL RIGGING 
I had to do a lot of upwind 

sailing in San Francisco Bay in my 
14' Whitehall which I _ purchased 
from Gordon Nash of Sausalito. 
Gordon made the fiberglass hull 
from a plug that was a boat he 
found in the Delta. I had the fun 
of fitting it out. I rigged it with a 
sliding gunter and a jib. I _ had 
read the warnings about how un- 
manageable the moving spar could 
be, but I worked out a double hal- 

yard system that controls it and 
holds it tight to the mast when 
reefed, the usual condition sailing 
on San Francisco Bay. 

I also adopted John Gardner's 
drop rudder design for better con- 

trol than that available from the 
usual shallow draft Whitehall rud- 
der, and chose a dagger board 
rather than a centerboard as I 
wanted room for my sleeping bag. 
In order to get the sails balanced I 
cut the first and second tries from 
plastic sheeting, and then went to 
sailcloth. Anyone. considering a 
daggerboard in place of a center-~ 
board is welcome to contact me 
about my experience. 

I was pleased to see Lois 
Darling's "Ratty's Boat" in the re- 
port on the Mystic Small Craft 
Weekend in the August lst issue. 
She has sailed small boats her en- 
tire life. Her father designed some 
innovative sailboats and she _ has 
known many of the best Known boat 

designers. Lois has also done an 
outstanding job of reconstructing 

the "Beagle" (Charles Darwin's ves~ 
sel). There were no contemporary 
drawings of the ship and she did 
much nautical sleuthing which ulti- 
mately resulted in an outstanding 
model of the "Beagle", 

Dave McCulloh, 106 Whippoor-~ 
will Rd., Old Lyme, CT 06371. 

WHITEHALL MEET 
I wonder what the response 

would be to organizing a meet for 
people who build and/or own and 
use various versions of Whitehalls? 
I would love to see a whole fleet of 
them in the water. If enough read- 
ers respond to this inquiry I could 
put such an event together next 

spring. It could be a great day of 
rowing, sailing and picnicing. I 

have a great location in mind. 
Mare Barto, 3823 Forrest 

School Rd., Smithsburg, MD 21783, 

(301) 293-169. 

LOVES OUR STYLE 
I work for the largest, most 

hi-tech printer in the U.S.A. and I 
love your "messing about" style. 
Keep it up, my peapod and I need 
you. 

Wayne Donelson, Ashburnham, 
MA 



TUGBOATS & 
TOWBOATS 
A 1990 Calendar 

13 - 8x10 QUALITY 
COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

$8.95 
(includes postage and handling) 

Washington residents add 70¢ sales tax 

Canadian orders add 50¢ 

Foreign orders add $2.00 U.S. funds 

Mailed First Class 

Harta Images 
P.O. Box 1176, Richland, WA 99352 

Small Boat Exchange 
JOHN L. FREEMAN 

_ =, 
DAYSAILERS * CRUISING SAILBOATS 
CLASSIC SEAWORTHY POWERCRAFT 

ROWING SHELLS ¢ FINE ROWING CRAFT 
CANOES © KAYAKS ° DINGHIES 

CUSTOM BOATBUILDING 

ON THE WATERFRONT 

16 KILBURN ST. BURLINGTON, VT 

(802) 864-5437 

BROKERAGE FOR SAIL AND POWER 

PISCATAQUA 
SAILING WHERRY 

14’x47” Hand Laid Fiberglass Hull 
With Solid Mahogany Gunwales and Seats - 
Includes 65 sq ft Sprit Sail Rig - 2 Foot Draft 
Dagger Board - One Pair 7’ Oars - 2 Rowing 
Stations. 

BAY ¢* MAINE BOATS 
Box 631, Kennebunkport, Maine 04046 

207/967-4282 

HAPPENINGS 
SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND 
MARITIME HISTORY SYMPOSIUM 

November 11th is the date for 
this year's annual Mystic Seaport 
symposium on southern New Eng- 

land maritime history.. Subjects 
range widely from a Civil War hos-~ 
pital ship to Spanish gunboats built 

in Mystie in 1869; from a Connecti- 
cut shipmaster's wife's experiences 
in Hawaii in the 1850's to the roles 
of coopers and other’ maritine 
tradesmen in small coastal towns. 
Registration from the Curatorial 
Dept. Mystic Seaport Museum, Mys- 

tic, CT 06355-0990. 
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NATIONAL FIXED SEAT OPEN 
WATER 

The "big time" for traditional 
oar~on-gunwale rowers will be this 
national contest in San Francisco 
on December 10th. Organizer is the 
Bay Area Whaleboat Rowing Associ- 
ation. The 2.3 nautical mile course 
will run from San _ Francisco's 
Aquatic Waterfront Park out around 
historic Alcatraz Island. The re- 
gatta is open to all fixed seat row~ 
ing craft over 12' in length with 
classes for many of .the special 
types, with special attention to 
Grand Banks 18' dories and 22' Vik- 
ing Whitehalls. Further information 
from Gordon Nash at (415) 332-7269 
or write to the Bay Area Whaleboat 
Rowing Association, 41 Sutter St., 

Suite 1620, San Francisco, CA 
94104, 
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DELAWARE RIVER MAPS 
If you've considered paddling 

the Delaware River at all you 
might want to obtain a fine set of 
ten water resistant maps of the 
Delaware from Hancock, NY, to 
Trenton, NJ. They cost $8 from the 
Delaware River Basin Commission, 
P.O. Box 7360, W. Trenton, NJ 

08628. 

Information from "Blazing Pad-~ 
dles", Newsletter of the Nisse- 

quogue River Canoe Club, North- 
DORESMNI Ys 

\\ Marine Canvas Specialists /, 

Fabric Works 
Wide Natural Canvas For Decks & Canoes 

None 
Supplies 

Biminis Wide Natural Canvas 
Dodgers For Decks & Canoes 
Full Enclosures Snaps and Grommets 
Convertible Tops Sunbrella® 
Cushions 
Protective Covers 

For All Seasons 

Clear Vinyl Glass 
Sail Making Accessories 
Stainless Steel Tubing” 

Please call for 
information, pricing 

' & catalog (617) 926-4353 

32 MT. AUBURN ST. 
WATERTOWN, MA 02172 

SAVE THE "CHRISTEEN" 
The "Christeen" is yet another 

old sailing vessel in need’ of help 
if she is to be saved, according 

the New London, Connecticut, folks 
trying to accomplish this. "Chris- 
teen" is a gaff rigged oyster sloop 
built in 1883, currently in general 
anchorage at New London. Of imme- 
diate concern is obtaining winter 
dockage, but volunteers are. needed 

for other tasks that must be done 
to assure her survival through the 
winter. For further information, 
Ben Clarkson at (203) 434-3890 or 
Bob Eldredge at (203) 447-0370. 
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ADVENTURE VACATIONS 

Adventure Learning is a firm 
that offers "adventure vacations", 
and amongst their offerings this 
winter are several of interest to 
boat folks. 

Sail Training seven day trips 

on the "Spirit of Massachusetts" in 
the American Virgin Islands are of- 
fered beginning December 27th, 

January 4th, 12th, 20th and 28th. 

Florida Everglades Canoeing is 
offered in an eight day trip begin- 
ning December 26th. 

Florida Keys Kayaking is of- 
fered in a seven day trip beginning 
March 18th. 

Suwanee and Okefenokee Ca~ 
noeing is offered in an eight day 
trip beginning March 25th. 

Scottish Isles Kayaking is of- 
fered in four 14 day trips,  be- 
ginning next May. 

You can get their detailed 
brochure on request, Adventure 

Learning, 116 Bear Hill Rd., Mer-~ 
rimac, MA 01860. 
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FORBES TOY BOAT COLLECTIUON 
The Forbes Toy Boat Collec- 

tion, assembled by business pub- 
lishing tycoon Malcolm Forbes, is 
on display. through November at the 
North Carolina Maritime Museum, 

315 Front St., Beaufort, NC. 28516. 
They're open weekdays 9-5, Satur-. 
days 10-5 and Sundays 1-5. Further 
information at (919) 728-7317. 

Largest Selection of Canoes 

in New England 
nearly 500 on display 

Old Town, Alumacraft, Michi-Craft 

White, Merrimack, Sportsman 

Prices like the good old days. 

FERNALD’S 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 

(508) 465-0312 



THE QUEEN MARY VS. 
MANDIE 

We had the only .two-car gar- 

THE NOR- 

age on the block. It rarely had a 
car in it and usually served as a 
clubhouse, a stall for my brother 
John's pony or a swimming pool in 
the summer. The garage was about 

two feet below ground level and 
there was a concrete ramp down in- 

to it - much like a sloping beach 
at the shore. My father had water- 
proofed the back wall so that when 
it was flooded, the water. wouldn't 

go into our basement behind the 
garage even though. the depth of 
the water was almost two feet. 

During the 1930's .we were ve- 
ry much involved with the’ great 
ocean liners, much the same as 
kids today are involved with rocket 
ships and lunar landers. We knéw 
all about the huge liners that raced 
back and forth across the Atlantic 
trying to win the coveted Atlantic 
Blue Riband for the fastest voyage 
between Europe and New York. All 
of us had scale models of the Queen 
Mary, the Normandie, the Bremen 
or the Washington. 

Once, my brother Ed decided 
to make a floating model of the 
Queen Mary large enough to carry 
him. He got plans of the real ship 
and designed his own plans on a 
100 foot to 1 foot scale since the 
Queen Mary was nearly 1,000 feet 
long his boat would be almost 10 
feet long. He could be found almost 
every night for a month in our 
basement workshop gluing, bend- 

ing, painting and tacking canvas 
on his super ship. He was always 
very thorough in his work, even as 
a teenager and we eagerly watched 
his progress as the junior sized 
Queen Mary took form. I was too 

young to really understand how 
technical and difficult his work 
was and was content to just sit on 
a box and watch him labor over his 
masterpiece. 

Many of the children on our 
block came every evening to watch 
him work. Our garage never looked 
so clean. Gone were the bikes, 

wagons and horse stall in prepara- 

tion of the launching of his ship. 
The only structure not removed was 

a little hut my father had built for 
me on the tool shelf over where the 
hood of the car would normally be. 
Ed knew better than to try and re- 

move my house. 

The launching was set for a 
Saturday morning. The event was a 
major item in our block newspaper 
and just about every kid had made 

plans to witness the celebration. 
Right after school on the Fri- 

day before launch day, my brother 

John decided that he ‘too would 
build a ship. He named his after 
the beautiful French liner, the 

Normandie. Unlike Ed, John didn't 
bother with plans, specifications 
and detail drawings. John just 

gathered the leftover wood and can- 
vas from the Queen Mary and made 

a kind of kayak about eight and a 
half feet long - one one-hundreth 
the size of the real Normandie. 
Some of the kids laughed at John's 

feeble attempt to imitate his older 
brother. Others kept their opinions 
to themselves. John worked until 

after midnight applying the last 
coats of paint to:the canvas cov- 
ering. He went to bed tired but 
with a happy look of success and 
anticipation in his eye. . 

My brother Ed insisted that 
the launching had to be exactly at 
ten a.m., not a minute before or a 

minute after. After all, they didn't 
wait to launch real ships .until a 
crowd arrived at the shipyard. Ev~ 
en so, most of the kids. on our 

block were in attendance. long :be- 
fore the appointed time. 

My sister Julie was a bit dis- 

appointed when she wasn't chosen 
to launch the ship by pouring a 

bottle of water over the bow. Ed 
had his eye on a new girl in the 
neighborhood and gave her the 
honor. 

In the background, my brother 
John had dragged his Normandie 
into position just behind the Queen 

Mary. At exactly ten o'clock, my 
brother blew a whistle, his new 

girl friend poured the water over 

the bow and the Queen Mary was 

pushed into the two-foot garage 
pool. Just as it got free of the 
driveway ' ramp, Ed jumped in and 
began to paddle with his homemade 

oars. The Queen Mary immediately 
turned over and my brother was 
dumped into the icy water. 

While everyone was watching 
this tragedy at sea, John quietly 
launched the Normandie, got in and 

paddled over to Ed. He reached out 
his hand and said, "Do you need 
any help?" 

Paul Hogan, Phoenixville, PA 

‘TIS THE SEASON... 

For many, Labor Day- is the 

break point to end summer and hi- 
bernate until spring. But for many 
members of Nissequogue River Can- 
oe Club, fall is just a continuation 
of many months of (good) paddling. 

The crowds are gone, which 

means very few people on the riv- 
ers. In many instances we have the 
water to ourselves to experience 
the quiet. No motors. Nobody yell- 

ing. No radios blaring. Only the 
sound of nature: like the rustle of 
the leaves falling, the hum of a 

small rapid, a bird calling, and 
the splash of a paddle. All these 
sounds are needed to calm us down. 

These outdoor sounds are natural 
tranquilizers. 

We experience the serene as 
we appease our ancestral genes. 
Nature is soothing; it helps us to 

become undisturbed. As we hear, 

we also see: squirrels and chip-~ 

munks gathering their cache for 
winter, Just above them the bees 
do the same thing. A little higher 
up, warblers are flittering in the 

treetops, not stopping long ~ only 
a rest stop before their pilgrimage 
toward winter sanctuary. 

High above the tree tops, rap- 

tors are soaring and gliding toward 
their destination. The geese appear 

to have a greater urgency to end 
their trip. As we glide along in 
our canoes, we might appear that 
we are also in a migrating pattern, 
going from one destination to an- 
other. And we are, but for entirely 
different reasons. We hear, we see, 

we experience. But we are not at 

all at the end of another season, 

we are just at a beginning. 

"Blazing Paddles" Newsletter 
of the Nissequogue River Canoe 

LOTS OF 
PRE-OWNED 
SAILBOATS 

ON DISPLAY 
INDOORS 

COM PAC 16,19,23,27 
PRECISION 14,16,17,18,21,23 
SEA PEARL 21 - PIN TAIL 14 
POINT JUDE 16 - STARWING 
SAILING CANOES & DINGHIES 

FERNALD’S 
RT. 1A NEWBURY, MASS, 01961 

(508) 465-0312 



On the Trail with Dave 
felt we'd miss most of it. Oak Island was our last port 

of call on our whirlwind trip 
amongst the islands of Penobscot 
Bay with Dave Getchell, Sr. Just 

off the northern tip of North Haven 
Island, Oak is a small privately 

owned island entirely open grass- 

land over its rocky foundation. 
Dave had beached the boat on a lit- 

tle pocket beach behind a bar that 

broke the chop the southwest wind 
had been building up all-.afternoon. 
‘Yo my surprise, Dave admitted this 

was the first time he'd been on this 
island. The owners had recently 
asked what use it might be put to. 

Dave Getchell; Sr. is very 
busy these days with his crusade 
to develop a trail of-.islands along 

the Maine Coast open to small boat 
people for day use and, in many 

cases, overnight camping. Since he 
left his career as editor of "Na- 
tional Fisherman" (and in its early 
years, "Small Boat Journal") Dave 
has been sort of semi-retired, not 
because of age, but because he 
wanted to do some other things 

with his life. He and Dorrie sold 
their home and land near Camden 
and bought acreage in remote Ap- 

pleton, about 15 miles inland. from 

Lincolnville on Penobscot Bay. 

Here they designed and built their 
own house overlooking a millpond 
on which they have long frontage. 
Then Dave got involved with the 
Island Institute, a non-profit or- 
ganization of people interested in 

the preservation of the Maine is- 
lands and their lifestyle, including 
many island owners. They needed 
professional help editing and pub- 
lishing their annual yearbook, "Is- 

land Journal". From this work Dave 
developed his vision of the Maine 
Island Trail. 

Jane and I had joined Dave on 
a toggy August morning in his 18! 
Lund "Alaskan 18" aluminum out- 
board workboat for a day "on the 
trail". Dave spends much of his 
time once winter has gone out on 
the water looking at islands. Now as 

we were headed home frum Oak Island 
‘it appeared we'd be heading right 

into a threatening looking thunder- 
storm area that had built up over 
the mainland to our west. and 

spread out over Isleboro, where we 

were now headed. So we geared up 
in our foul weather gear. Had I 
been skipper on my own small boat, 
I'd have waited for the menacing 
storm to move on by before heading 
back, but Dave knows the area and 

Well, he was right, we hit a 

brief patch of torrential rain and 
hail just beyond Compass Island, 
but by the time we approached Isle- 
boro the storm was well to the 
north of us. Even at its nearest 
and most threatening, it had not 
delivered the anticipated strong 

gusts, in fact it killed that south- 
wester dead and flattened the sea 
right down, a welcome change from 
banging into the chop much of the 
day. 

We'd started off at Lincolnville 

where Dave launched the boat, and 

headed east into the fog for the 
Short hop over to Isleboro. Our 
first stop was actually Warren Is- 
land, part of the Isleboro archipe-~ 
lago, and a state park. State owned 
islands are the foundation of the 
Maine Island Trail, but Warren is 
the only one designated as a fully 
developed park for camping. Camp- 
ing is permitted on the other state 
islands ‘on the Trail, but on a 
"wilderness" basis, ie. no facilit- 
ies. The MITA annual meeting 
would take place on Warren Island 

in September, and Dave wanted to 
visit with the park manager to dis- 
cuss arrangements. It would be aft- 
er tourist time and so the entire 

place would be pretty much avail- 
able for the MITA meeting. 

We departed from Warren Is- 
land and headed south down past 

Dark Harbor in the bay between 

Isleboro and Seven Hundred Acre 
Island. Rounding the southern tip 
of lIsleboro, we swung into the 
northeast and = gradually pulled 

away from sight of any land in the 
fog. In a while Green Ledge and 
Western Island appeared to star- 

board, and rounding the latter we 
then slanted east to Pond Island, 

our next stop. Pond Island is pri- 
vately owned, but the Island Insti- 

tute is negotiating its purchase and 
permission to include it in the 
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Trail is included. A’ convenient 
small beach appeared and we went 
ashore, hiking up an open _ slope 
facing west to look around. The 
fog was beginning to lift and we 
could look north to nearby Cape 
Rosier. Pond would be an ideal is- 
land for the less experienced small 
boater to enjoy, launching from 
Cape Rosier with only a couple of 
miles of water to transit to reach 
the island. This would be particu- 
larly accessible to the beginner 

coastal kayaker. 
We left Pond and_ passed 

through the turbulent overfalls be- 
tween it and Hog Island, headed 

south. The channels between some 
of the islands have tidal currents 
that can create a lumpy sea at cer~ 
tain times. Dave's skiff is a big 
boat and had no problems with the 
steep chop here, it just banged ov- 
er it at slow speed. Now with the 
southwest wind ahead of us, we 
splashed through chop several 

miles, passing Birch Island to our 
right, swinging by Great Spruce 
liead Island with its summer homes 

and landing on one of the Barred 
Islands for lunch. These small is- 
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lets are connected to one another 
with gravel bars. We anchored in 
another tiny baylet out of the wind 
and enjoyed lunch, including hot 
soup heated on Dave's little camp 
stove. Directly across a narrow 
channel was a larger island, Butter 

Island, our next, stop. All of these 
islands are privately owned but the 
owners tacitly permit day use of 
Barred and Butter, where there are 

no summer dwellings, 
We cruised around to. the 

northeast side of Butter Island 

where a long beach opened up be~ 
fore us, and again went ashore. 
Butter has a prominent hill on its 
northern shore, the upper portion 

open grassland, and we hiked up 
the trail to enjoy a now gorgeous 
view as the last of the fog had de- 
parted and Penobscot Bay spread 
out before us, with islands leading 
over towards Stonington to our east 
and southwest towards North Haven 
and Vinalhaven. Butter Island will 
become officially part of the Trail 
by next summer, Dave expects, and 
camping here should be a really 
glorious adventure. On the beach 
we met two couples who had come 
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ashore from their moored yachts, 

and Dave soon was telling them 
about MITA, and signing up one of 
them who expressed great interest 
in obtaining the MITA Guidebook 

(available only to members). 
We left Butter around its east- 

ern end and passed through be- 
tween it and Eagle Island, heading 
southwest again into the _ stiff 
breeze and chop, Oak Island our 

next stop. Just off the northern tip 
of North Haven, Oak is an open 
grassy island with a moderate rise 
towards it center, plenty big 
enough for a few to camp on. It's 
privately held and not yet available 

for public use, but Dave has been 

talking with the owners and wanted 
to see first hand what it had ‘to of- 

fer. He was delighted with what we 
found. Protected little beaches, op- 
en grassy land, and easily acces- 

sible from Vinalhaven for paddlers 
who might choose to take their 

kayaks over on the ferry and then 
tour the coasts of Vinalhaven and 
North Haven. 

Well, why would any of these 
people who own these islands even 

want to hear about Dave's dream 
7 



and the prospect of the public us- 
ing their private islands? You 
don't find landed folks readily op- 
ening their property to the public 
on the mainland. But islands are 

very vulnerable, the boating public 
tends to march ashore anywhere it 

can, especially on uninhabited is- 
lands where the liklihood of meet~ 
ing a hostile caretaker or owner 
and being run off is remote. The 
state has a similar situation, a few 
people employed by the state's for- 

ests and parks. (environmental man- 
agement today) ‘bureaus have re- 
sponsibility for several hundred is- 
lands as well as shoreside lands. 
The odds are that anyone: "tres- 
passing" on any of these islands is 
most unlikely to be discovered, ‘let 
alone ever prosecuted, 

So, when a responsible, know- 
ledgeable guy comes along and 
says, "Let's get responsible mem- 
bers of the boating publie to work 
together with you who own these 
islands, to establish a non-destruc- 

tive approach to public recreational 
use and thus protect your assets," 
they begin to listen. Government 
agencies have long worked with in- 
volved citizen groups on coopera- 

tive programs for management and 
use of public lands, so the state 
was ready. The presence of state 
support for Dave's Maine Island 
Trail Association, and the rapid 
growth to over 1,000 individual 
meisbers supporting its preserva- 
tionist approach to island use, has 
ben very persuasive to private is- 
land owners, especially those al- 
ready faced with ad hoc public use 
(and sometimes abuse) of their vul- 
nerable islands. With several pri- 

vately owned islands already in use 
on the Trail in 1988 and 1989, oth- 

Left from top: Dave consults with 
the Warren Island park manager. 

Approaching Pond Island. The view 
west from Pond Island. Dave's 
"workboat", the pipe frame is for 

hanging onto while standing. Be-~ 
low: Cheeking for unauthorized 
campsites on a private island. 
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er prospective island owners are 

watching the results before decid- 
ing on whether or not to bring in 
their own islands. 

Well, it would have been nice 

to have had time and permission to 

camp out on Oak Island, but we all 

had things to do and the island 
wasn't available yet anyway, so we 
returned to Lincolnville via Islebo- 
ro, that aforementioned thunder~ 
storm darkening the sky to the 

north and east as we slid around 
behind it. Circling Warren Island 
before heading across to Lincoln- 

ville, we pulled up to the rocks 
exposed by the now low tide, and 
waded ashore to harvest a bucket of 
mussels for supper. It had been 
quite a day, a sort of fast-forward 
preview for us of the potential of 
the Maine Island Trail. And we'd 
only seen. this one small portion in 
upper Penobscot Bay, for the Trail 
stretches from Portland to Eastport 
now. 

The bug has bit, we'd like to 

go back next season, maybe with 
our Folbot double kayak, maybe ev~ 
en, eventually, with our Townie 
sloop. Dave gets around in an out- 
board because he has lots of terri- 
tory to cover as he continues to 

develop and organize the island 

string making up the Maine Island 
Trail. The more leisurely approach 
by paddle or sail is where the re- 

creational experience would be for 
us. If you'd like to try this your- 
self, read the following information 

on the Maine Island Trail Associa- 
tion, and then join up. Your $25 
annual contribution funds a marvel- 

ous opportunity for all. to enjoy the 
beauty of the wild islands along 
the Maine coast. 

Report & Photos by Bob Nicks 
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Below: Talking up MITA to some 
yachting folk on the beach on But- 
ter Island. Right from top: The 
view from the summit on Butter Is-~ 
land, that's Dave and his boat on 
the beach. Checking out the’ wild 
edibles. Another pocket beach, 

there's plenty of them. "Well, what 
do you say? Like to join me on the 
Maine Island Trail?" 
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Sunset from Warren Island looking toward the Camden Hills. 

Cruising on the Islands 
A year and a half ago when I 

joined the Traditional Small Craft 
Club which meets at the Peabody 
Museum in Salem, Massachusetts, I 

was pretty shy about saying that I 
didn't have a boat myself. Many of 
the members are excellent crafts- 
men, I discovered, and had built 

their own boats. I knew I: didn't 
have such skills but they were 
friendly and proud of their small 
craft. Later I was to get a lot of 
help from them. 

Now I'm sailing a small pocket 
cruiser along the coast of Maine 
and camping on the islands. It's 
been such a challenging adventure 

and so much fun that I'd like to 
share it with all of you. 

It started with my retirement, 

when my pension fund offered me 
the option of some cash up front. I 
took early retirement at age 62, 

This gave me some cash to buy a 
boat. Before that I had just been 
drooling over the classified ads in 
this magazine and reading articles 
about what I thought I'd like to do. 
Now my fantasies could be turned 
into reality with just a decision. 
But, what to buy? 

A cruiser? No, I liked to go 
ashore and camp. Camping has al- 
ways been -a big thing with me and 
I wanted to combine the two: Sail- 
ing and camping. There aren't 
many people around with these com- 

bined interests. A friend of mine 
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calls this a "new paradigm in rubo-~ 
lissic sailing." I had spent plenty 
of time in the big Clorox bottles, 
the floating bedrooms, day after 

day at sea, with everyone getting 
bored, restless and unhappy. I 
wanted to be able to go right up to 

a pocket beach in my vessel, to get 
off and have a picnic, or anchor 

and haul off while I took a brisk 

} 
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hike along a trail, or set up my 
tent. 

I like being close to the ele- 
ments, not to the technology. I 
want to feel the sea, to see it 

rushing by, to become part of its 
rhythm. Then I want to experience 
the land along the shore, the wild 
land, in a similar way, to sense 
it, to smell it, to feel its pres-~ 

ence. Since I got my boat and have 
been camping out of it on Penobscot 
Bay on a beautiful sandy island, I 
once spent several days waiting for 
the weather to clear. I enjoyed 
them exploring the island trails, 
and complimented myself on my 
astuteness when:.1° watched three 
cabin cruisers moored off the, is~ 
land pounding around. Those folks 
never came ashore once! ’ 

Well, I summoned up all my 
courage at. one of the TSCC meet- 
ings in Salem last winter and an- 
nounced that I was looking for-a 
small sailboat. Several . members 
spoke to me after the program about 
what would be the best choice for 
my .needs. Someone suggested a 
Lightning. And someone else had a 
Lightning for sale. 

I. borrowed copies of David 
Buckman's series on customizing a 

Lightning for’ coastal cruising that 
ran in early issues of "Small Boat 
Journal", I didn't really want to 
convert it into a cruiser but I did 
feel there might be times when I 



might HAVE TO sleep on the boat. 
I adopted Buckman's basic ideas for 
such "camping out" on the boat. 

The Lightning has proven to 
be a good choice. It sails beauti- 
fully. I have had a lot of past ex- 
perience sailing Solings in Boston 
Harbor and the Lightning performs 
a lot like them. But it is beamier 
and has a more comfortable cockpit, 
The steel centerboard draws 4-1/2! 
which keeps it steady. As a quite 
fast boat, it can get you into a 
snug harbor in a hurry if need be. 

My adaptations would probably 
shock and horrify a Lightning ra- 
cer. But, dammit, I figured this 

boat is my own and I want to use it 
for my own purposes. Obviously it 
would now be _ disqualified from 
competition in Lightning Class ev-~ 
ents. I put a cleat on the deck and 
starboard and port chocks up front, 
a cleat on the stern, reef points 
and cringles in the sails, and I 

raised the boom to give me more 
headroom in the cockpit. This 
turned out to be quite a job and I 

got some good help doing it from a 
member of the Club, Henry Szostek, 
who understands metalworking. | 
fitted an ancient 3hp Johnson, 
which I also was assisted with in 
servicing by a Club member. 

Now I have just what I want 
and have sailed regularly this sum- 
mer with friends on the coast of 
Maine, camping out ashore. I joined 
the Maine Island Trail Association, 
which gave me all kinds of good 
information about where and how to 
do this. 

This sort of sailing attracts a 
special sort of sailor. I announced 

what I was doing in another sailing 
club that I have been a member of 
for years in Boston and was met 
with dead stares and dropped jaws. 
It was as if I'd just announced that 
I'd successfully robbed the local 
bank. After the meeting I spoke to 
one member of that group to see if 

she'd be interested in joining me, 
because she'd expressed a desire to 
do some cruising in Maine during 
the meeting. She gave me the same 
suspicious glare, tossed her head 

and stated flatly that. "there are no 
sandy beaches on the coast of 
Maine!" 

When my friend Margaret and I 
were cruising on Penobscot Bay we 
met a young family that had decid- 
ed to do all their cruising in Maine 
because it was "too dangerous off 
the coast of Connecticut." They had 
narrowly escaped collisions , with 

several power boats the previous 
season. "There are rocks’. in 
Maine," they said, "but at least 
they are not coming at you -on a 

collision course at 25 knots. singing 
Roll Me Over in the Clover" 

We've been cautious so far, 
limiting our cruising to day sails 
from Warren Island, next to Islebo- 

ro. But there's plenty to explore 
around just this one island area. 
Turtle Cove on the northern end of 
Isleboro has a lovely pocket beach, 

Margaret sets up and tests the bunk arrangement on the Lightning. 
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for example. I have planned each of 
our trips on the chart carefully in 
case fog should close in or a storm 
develop. As I gain confidence in 
what we are doing I plan to go 
further out along the Maine Island 
Trail 

There's plenty of excellent in- 
formation in print about the Maine 
coast, I've bought a number of the 

books and studied them in detail. 
The best I've found to date is Hank 
and Jan Taft's "Cruising Guide to 
the Maine Coast". A book published 
by Outward Bound entitled "Green 
Islands, Green Sea", by Philip 
Conklin, has taught me much about 
foraging for the delicious plants 
that grow on the islands and the 
delicious shellfish readily at hand 
at low tide, mussels and clams. 

For cooking ashore I discov~ 
ered a neat little camp stove that 

burns, of all things, wood! It's 
called a "Zip Stove" and has a lit- 
tle battery powered fan that creates 
a steady draft. I was so delighted 
with it that I wrote to the Manufac- 
turer to express my _ satisfaction 
and to suggest he market it more 
along the east coast. Now I'm the 
New England Representative for 
"Zip Stoves"! 

The Lightning is a truly great 
boat for this kind of experience. It 
has plenty of room for the camping 

Mainland campsite prior to departing for the islands. 

equipment. It is loaded with flota-~ 
tion and will automatically bail it- 
self. The centerboard lets me go 
anywhere. I can get into a snugger 
harbor than any keelboat can. It 
sails like a dream, really behaving 

beautifully, and handles with ease 

in those moments when I depend 
upon it to do the right thing. 

Despite my sort of advanced 
years, I figure I've. got’ plenty of 
good ones still ahead and am. de- 

lighted to have found just the 
right place and the right boat for 
me. And it all happened because of 

some friendly folks out there who 
really listened and helped and did 
not scoff at my different approach. 
Thank God for friendly, folksy 
small craft sailors who, like those 
characters in "Wind in the Wil- 
lows", love to mess about in boats. 

Report & Photos ‘by Allen 
Bradford 

The Nature Conservancy Islands 
If you are a small boat owner 

and traveler on the Maine Island 
Trail, it is likely that you have 

passed by, or perhaps even- visited, 
an island owned by the Nature Con- 
servancy. With over 40 island pre- 
serves, the Conservancy is. the 

largest private holder of islands in 
the state of Maine. A number of 
our islands lie along the Maine Is- 
land trail. 

The Nature Conservancy is a 
national, non-profit member-sup- 
ported organization dedicated to 
protecting the full array of natural 
diversity. We focus our efforts on 
the preservation of habitat for rare 
and endangered species, and of ex~ 
emplary natural communities. In 
addition, we assist public agencies 

and other private conservation org- 
anizations in protecting areas with 
scenic, recreational and ecological 
values. 

The Maine Chapter of the Na- 
ture Conservancy was formed 34 

years ago and now owns ‘and manag-~ 

es 75 preserves, and holds conser- 
vation easements on an additional 
27 (mostly. island) properties. Our 
goal is to keep these very special 
places in as undisturbed a condi- 
tion as is possible. 

In order to achieve this while 
accommodating increasing’ public 
use of our island preserves, we 
have established a set of guidelines 
(our Island Use Code) which we ask 
all preserve visitors to respect. A 
major point is that camping is NOT 
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allowed on Conservancy preserves 

(a national policy). However, most 
of our preserves are open for care- 
ful day use. Basically we ask that 
you build fires only below the high 
tide line, pack out all litter, leave 

pets at home, and don't harass the 
wildlife and disturb the vegetation. 
Abiding by these simple rules will 

make the visits of those who come 
after you of equal pleasure. A copy 
of our Island Use Code and a list- 
ing of islands under our protection 
should be requested from us _ by 
anyone contemplating cruising the 
Maine Island Trail. Send such re- 
quests to The Nature Conservancy, 
P.O. Box 338, Topsham, ME 04086, 
or call (207) 729-58. 

Of additional concern is the 
fact that many of our islands pro- 
vide habitat for nesting eagles, 

herons and colonial seabirds. We 
ask that you not visit any of the 
islands noted as seabird nesting is- 
lands between March 15th and Au- 
gust loth. 

We hope you enjoy your trav- 
els by small boat along the Maine 
coast and. believe that we: can all 
agree on our good fortune in shar~ 
ing this spectacular. natural re-~ 
sources The Conservancy is doing 
its best to insure that some of 
Maine's finer islands will’ remain 
undisturbed for coming generations 
to enjoy. On your visit to any of 
our islands, keep this vision in 
mind. 

The following is a current 

listing (summer 1989) of Conserv- 
ancy held islands on the Maine 

coast. Those marked with an *as- 
terick are homes for nesting sea-~ 
birds. 

Cumberland County: Basket Is- 
land, Cumberland; Doughty Island, 

Harpswell; *Upper Goose Island, 
Harpswell. 

Hancock County: *Bar Island, 
Tremont; Barred Island, Sunset; 
Bradbury Island, E. Penobscot Bay; 

Dram Island, Sorrento; *Great Duck 
Island, Frenchboro; *Long Porcu- 
pine Island, Gouldsboro; Preble Is- 

land, Sorrento; Round Island, 
Stonington; Sheep Island, North 
Haven; Sheep Island, Little Deer 
Isle; *Ship Island, Tremont; 

*Trumpet Island, Tremont; *Turtle 

Island, Winter Harbor; Wreck Is~ 

land, Stonington. 
Lincoln County: 

Island, Boothbay 
north island only). 

Sagadahoc County: 

*Damariscove 

(birds nest on 

*Heron Is- 

lands, Phippsburg; Wood Island, 
Georgetown. 

Washington County: Black Is- 
land, Jonesport; *East Plummer Is~ 
land, partial), Beals; *Flint Is- 
land, Addison; Great Wass Island, 

Beals; Little Hardwood Island, 

Jonesport; Man Islands, Jonesport; 
Mark Island, Jonesport; Mistake Is- 
land, Beals; *Salt Island €#), Ma- 
chiasport; *Shipstern Island (1/2), 
Harrington; *Stone Island, Machias- 
port; *Upper Birch Island, Addi- 
son. 



Maine Panid Trail 
and the 

Maine Island Trail 

Association 
The Maine Island Trail is a 300-mile-long 

waterway for small boats extending from Casco Bay 
on the west to Machias Bay on the east. Designed 
specifically for self-propelled watercraft and small 
sailboats and motorboats, the Trail winds its way 

along the coast over protected salt water rivers and 

quiet bays, around magnificent and exposed capes, 
and among islands large and small. It takes advan- 
tage of the existence of small, state- owned islands 

along much of the route, using them as overnight 

stopovers where one can camp in a wildemess 

setting. Other islands, including some that are 

privately owned, are also in the Trail system. 

The Maine Island Trail Association was 
formed to develop and maintain this waterway. 
Members use the islands in a manner that has litle or 

no impact on the natural environment by building 

their fires below the high tide line, camping in grassy 
areas, and carrying out all waste and rubbish. Special 

consideration is given to wildlife, and bird-breeding 

islands are avoided until the nesting season is over. 
Members also assist island owners, both state and 

private, in monitoring recreational use, keeping 

shores and campsites clean, and carrying out other 

projects of benefit to users, islanders, and the 

islands alike. 
The primary goals of the Maine Island Trail 

and the Maine Island Trail Association are to 
provide an exceptional recreational asset that is 

maintained and cared for by the people who use it, 
and to encourage a pattern of thoughtful use that will 

assure preservation of the islands in their natural 

State. 

QUESTIONS OFTEN ASKED — 

and their answers 

1. What Is the charge for using the Maine Island 
Trall? 

Answer: There is no charge. The publicly 

owned islands are free to all. However, use of 
privately owned islands included in the trail system is 

open only to members of the Maine Island Trail 

Association (MITA). Membership in MITA is $15 a 

year for individuals and $25 for families. 

2. What are the advantages of MITA member- 
ship? 

Answer: Members receive the MITA 

guidebook as part of their membership fee, regular 

updates of the guidebook information at no extra 

cost, newsletters and other information, occasions to 

meet new friends and acquaintances of similar 

interests, the opportunity to attend the Annual 
Conference on a Maine island, and the chance to help 

directly in protecting the wild islands while using 

them in a responsible manner. As noted earlier, use of 

the several private islands included in the system is 
available only to MITA members. 

3. What are the obligations of MITA nrember- 
shlp? 

Answer: Members are expected to follow the 
guidelines for low-impact use detailed in the 

guidebook. Also, when using a private island 

included in the trail system, a member is obligated to 

follow the owner's rules, if any are stipulated. (If you 

don’t like the rules, you simply don’t use the island.) 

Otherwise, all activities, such as clean-up and work 

sessions on the islands, are voluntary. Needless to 

say, the successful carrying out of such sessions is the 

key to continued, unfettered use of the islands, 

especially those privately owned, so your help is 

important. 

4. What Is the MITA Guidebook? 
Answer: The Guidebook includes informa- 

tion on the care and use of the Maine islands, tips on 

cruising in small boats, chartlets showing the exact 

location of islands in the trail system and information 

about them, hazardous boating areas and how to deal 

with them, and similar notes and facts that will be 

useful in planning trips and using the Maine Island 

Trail safely. The book is contained in a long-lasting 
vinyl three-ring binder so that changes in the use 

status of trail islands can be made quickly by sending 

a new page or pages to members. 

5. Where can I buy the MITA Guldebook? 

Answer: It is not for sale, but rather is part of 
one’s membership. This is because of the timely and 

changing nature of the material contained in the 

Guidebook and the corresponding need to keep in 

close touch with owners'of the book. 

6. How can I get to the Islands in the Trail system? 
Answer: They can be reached only by 

private boats, and in many cases only by small boats 

because of shallow or rocky approaches. 

7. Js the Trall only for sea kayaks or Is it open to 

any type of boat? 

Answer: The Trail is popular with sea 

kayakers, but it can be used by any type of boat, the 

limiting factors being height, because of some 
bridges, and draft, as noted above, 

8. Is it safe to visit Islands in an open canoe? 
Answer: Perhaps. Some of the islands, 

especially those on salt water rivers, are quite 
protected, but others are remote and open to the sea. 

The Maine Island Trail is not a tourist attraction, but 
rather is a challenging waterway designed for serious 
small-boat users who have taken the time to acquire 
the many skills needed to navigate safely on big 

waters. As stated in the guidebook, the trail “contains 

sections that are potentially hazardous at any time to 
inexperienced boaters and are hazardous to ALL 

small boats under certain weather conditions.” 

9. When Is the best time to travel the Island Trall? 
Answer: July, August and September are the 

kindest months, but July and August, especially, are 

when activity is at its highest and some of the islands 

may be crowded (i.e., actually have people on them). 
September is a superb time to see the Trail, while 
October and June may have long nice spells of 

weather. May and November are more iffy with cold 
weather a distinct possibility. 

10. What can I expect to find on the Islands? 

Answer: There are no facilities of any kind. 
There is no fresh water. Most of the islands in the 

trail system are small wildernesses where one must 

be totally dependent upon one’s skills, good 

judgment, and common sense. During much of the 

summer you will find mosquitoes, and occasionally 
poison ivy. You will probably find solitude, a wild 
and sometimes raw beauty in the spruce forests, open 

meadows, and rocky cliffs and ledges, and a sense of 

remoteness that is increasingly rare in our busy 
world. 

| Anew way 

to preserve 

-- and enjoy -- 

our island 

Treasures 
j MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

j Name 

| Street 

I City State Zip. 

Telephone ( ) 

Section Choice (see below) 

Membership 
! (Individual Family $25) 

Make checks payable to: Island Institute/MITA 

Mail to: Maine Island Trail Association 

i 60 Ocean St. 
| Rockland, ME 04841 

Regional Sections of the 

Maine Island Trail Association: (You may select 

more than one): 

(1) Casco Bay (as far east as Small Point) 

I (2) Rivers (Small Point to Port Clyde) 

] (3) Penobscot Bay (Port Clyde to Brooklin) 

(4) Mt. Desert (Brooklin to Schoodic Head) 

| (5) Eastern (Schoodic to Jonesport) 

| (6) Unaffiliated ( a good choice for out-of-state 

members who wish to support the Trail by joining, 

but who will not be active. However, non-Maine i 

members can also sign on with any section of their 

J choice and Maine members can be Unaffiliated.) j 

j Enclosed is $3, I would like a copy of the member- i 

~P list i 

I prefer my name NOT to be on the membership iy 
to be distributed 

Maine Island Trail 

Association 

I 

l 
60 Ocean Street , j 

Rockland, ME 04841 | 

i 
(207) 594-9209 
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SOURCE TO THE SEA CANOE TRIP 
JUNE 1-16, 1989 
A canoe trip on the Merrimack invariably brings adventure and memories to savor during long winter evenings. Maria Welych, member of 

this summer's Source to the Sea canoe odyssey as a reporter for the Nashua Telegraph, kindly agreed to share some of her impressions 

with Mid-Stream readers. 

“Oft as I turn me on my pillow o’er, 

I hear the laps of waves upon the shore, 

Distinct as if it were at broad noonday 

And I were drifting down from Nashua.” 

—Henry David Thoreau 

A Week on the Concord and Merrimack 

Rivers 

LATELY, AS I AM DRIFTING to sleep 

these words run through my mind and I 

understand. The memories of my week on 

the Merrimack River begin rushing by as 

quickly as the river itself during spring 

runoff. 

Images flow by: the long hours spent 

paddling under the constant glower of rain 

clouds, my first night sleeping on the 

ground with only the nylon of a borrowed 

tent blocking out the stars and the mosqui- 

toes. And images of people. The people on 

the MRWC Source to the Sea canoe trip. 

The people who taught me how to paddle 

and the proper way to stake a tent. 

My initiation to the world of the 

Merrimack came on the evening of DAY 5 

of the Source to the Sea trip. The core group 

was gathered at Franklin High School, 

which sits on a piece of land framed by the 

Winnipesaukee and Pemigewasset rivers. 

While group members learned about efforts 

to get federal “wild and scenic” designation 

for the Merrimack from Franklin to 

Concord, the wild waters of the Pemigewas- 

set rushed by to meet the quieter water of 

the Winnipesaukee and form the Merri- 

mack, just a half mile from where they sat. 

It would be another 114.5 miles before they 

would enjoy a clambake on Salisbury 

Beach, at the Merrimack’s mouth. 

After the meeting I jumped into the 

back of a pick-up truck with the others, an 

action that would soon feel as comfortable 

as sleeping in a bed, and we were off for ice 

cream. Linda Berard spotted a copy of the 

Concord Monitor and everyone crowded 

around it. They had been out of touch with 

the world for five days. During that time 

Khomeini had died and Chinese soldiers 

had massacred hundreds of unarmed 

students in Tiananmen Square. Jack 

Mitchell let melting ice-cream drip from his 

double-dip cone as he devoured the 

newspaper articles. 

THE NEXT DAY, awakened by the sound 

of metal spoons banged against tin plates, 

we were up with the birds. We broke camp 

and prepared to leave as rain began to fall— 
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a constant soaking rain that by day’s end 

would penetrate our rain gear. We piled into 

the pick-up and headed for the river. I was 

paired with Mitchell, my partner for most of 

the trip, and after a half-hour delay to wait 

for NH Governor Judd Gregg, I dipped my 

long wooden paddle into the storm-swollen 

Winnipesaukee behind Franklin High 

School. The trip, for me, had begun. 

That day canoeing seemed more work 

than fun as we faced a 22-mile journey from 

Franklin to Sewall’s Falls. The steady rain 

that sometimes came down in sheets forced 

the group to stop and bail their canoes 

often. Despite the cool wet weather we were 

20 canoes strong. Gregg set the pace for the 

day, paddling far ahead of the pack. At one 

point he maneuvered around the far side of 

an island and missed seeing the treated 

sewage pouring into the river from the 

Franklin Wastewater Treatment Plant. Peter 

Lavigne, executive director of the MRWC, 

didn’t let Gregg get away that easily. He 

and partner Doug Whitbeck paddled hard to 

catch up with Gregg, and Lavigne told him 

what he had missed. Gregg paddled up-river 

a few feet to see if he could see a bit of the 

effluent. 

Watershed Council staffers Drew 

McInnes and Marianne Donahue were 

waiting for us at the day’s lunch stop in 

Boscawen at about the halfway point. And 

they had hot chocolate and coffee! After 

three hours of paddling in a cold rain on a 

cold body of water we were tempted to 

dunk our cold toes in the huge pot of 

steaming water. 

We pressed on after lunch, and the 

final ten miles of the day’s journey seemed 

easy. The rain stopped, although the heavy 

threatening clouds remained. Before we 

knew it, we had passed a sandy beach that 

will remain open to the public forever 

because it was purchased by the N.H. Land 

Conservation Investment Program. We 

paddled ‘under the Route 4 bridge and came 

upon an island at the confluence of the 

Contoocook and Merrimack Rivers. We 
stopped there, and climbed a poison-ivy 

covered hill to grab a peek at a stone 

monument to- Hannah Duston, a woman 

immortalized for killing and scalping the 

Indians who had captured her. 
Thoreau had heard the tales too, and 

spent a night sleeping on the island where 

we now stood. As I stared up at the statue 

and listened to Lavigne tell Dustin’s tale, I 

thought of how far we have come since 

those primitive days. But have we really 

come that far? We no longer use the 

Merrimack as an open sewer, but 

Manchester’s entire west side still dumps 

raw sewage into the river. We have ignored 

a simpler way to travel down a river, and 

instead built concrete and asphalt monu- 

ments to man’s impatient need to get 

somewhere quickly. Instead of respecting 

the power of a flood-swollen river, we build 

developments on floodplains, and homes on 

the edge of a sandy bluff overlooking the 

river, It won’t happen to us, we say. The 

flood control dams will take care of the 

water, we say. Yet as recently as the spring 

of 1987, floodwaters of the Contoocook 

came within two inches of overflowing a 

flood control dam. 

AFTER A WARM NIGHT in the spotless 

Concord home of Beth Patrino and Jeff 
Livingston, who kindly offered refuge to 

our cold, wet group, we went back to 

Sewall’s Falls to set up camp. For two 

nights we slept on a soft bed of pine 

needles. Delicate pink wildflowers were our 

garden; songbirds gave us our wake-up call. 

If I closed my eyes it was almost as if I 
were miles from the nearest hint of 

civilization. But a single noise marred the 

image. The roar of trucks charging u p and 

down Interstate 93 drifted over from across 

the river. 

The group spent the evening learning 

about the problems that civilization has 

brought to one of the Merrimack tributaries, 

the Contoocook. A river is just the sum of 

its parts, and the quality of the Merrimack 

depends on the quality of the streams that 

flow into it. The Contoocook has its share 

of problems: hydroelectric plants that have 

ended the free flow of the water, sewage 

from summer camps that have been tumed 

into year-round homes, industries that have 

lacked respect for the limited nature of the 

river and used it to assimilate their wastes. 

But the Contoocook has been lucky as a 

new group, the Contoocook Greenway Co- 

ordinating Committee, has formed to restore 

and protect that river. The group is now 

working with the MRWC to preserve all the 

land along its banks to ensure that the river 

can never again be as polluted as it was. 

After a day of rest, or laundry if core 

group members preferred, we returned to 
the river on DAY 8. The respite from 

paddling had only made us more anxious to 

return. We stopped at the flood plain 



preserved by the Society for the Protection 

of N.H. Forests, and strolled through its 

trails. How peaceful and remote this area 

seemed, yet as we moved on downstream 

we saw signs of an encroaching world. A 

home built high above a bluff looks down 

on the Merrimack, but an ugly ravine has 

formed on the cliff where the grass and 

trees have been removed to build the house. 

As we paddled into Concord, we passed a 

huge parking lot for a shopping plaza that 

includes a Shaw’s supermarket. The plaza 

has been built on a flood plain and the 

owners worry every spring as water covers 

parking spots. 

The Merrimack through Concord and 

beyond is still mostly unspoiled. The shores 

near Garvin’s Falls in Bow, which we 

passed on DAY 9, are remote and green. 

Few buildings dot the shore. As we paddled 

through a misting rain that cool morning, 

we saw few people and even fewer boats, 

but as we wound toward Manchester we 

noticed a difference. There were more 

homes along the shore, and many had decks 

overlooking the river and docks extending 

into the water. Eleanor-Hope McCarthy 

turned to her partner Linda Gardiner, and 

asked, “Are we getting close to Florida?” 

We made it to our take-out point just 

upstream from Manchester’s Amoskeag 

Dam. We crossed the road to scout out a 

good place to put our canoes in the next 

day, and I wandered toward a pipe that was 

discharging a milky-grey solution into the 

river. I bent over to smell it, and was taken 

aback. My stomach felt queasy and my head 

began to pound from the overpowering odor 

of raw sewage emanating from the pipe. 

There are dozens of these pipes lining the 

river. City officials are working under court 

order to stop the dumping, but it will not 

end until 1991 at the earliest. In the 

mearitime, the sewage will continue to pour 

into the river just a few hundred feet from 

where federal and state officials trying to 

restore salmon and shad to the river hope 

the fish will be drawn to a ladder to get past 
the dam. 

IN MANCHESTER, THE RIVER falls 50 

feet in a half-mile, making it the best source 

of waterpower on the river, but the drop 

also makes it a great place for rapids. While 

conflicts between competing uses is not as 

much a problem here, where a dam exists, 

conflicts have led to battles up and down 

the river. On DAY 10 of the trip, the only 

conflict in the minds of the more experi- 

enced paddlers was how to run the rapids. 

Mitchell, an avid Class III canoeist, creased 

his forehead with concentration as he stared 

at the rapids under the Notre Dame bridge. 

He stared, pointed to a rock and stared 

again. 

Only a handful of the core group 

were experienced enough to handle the 

Manchester rapids. Normally Class III in 

low water, Mitchell pronounced them a 

“hard Class II” after more than a week of 

steady rain. One by one, the canoes 

approached. And one by one, the canoeists 

made it through safely. That is until 

Lavigne and Whitbeck approached. They 

came in too close to the first large rock and 

were pulled sideways by its eddy. They 

went sideways into a large standing wave 

and water poured into their canoe. Lavigne 

paddled desperately but it was too late. The 

bow continued filling with water and the 

boat flipped. Within seconds, they were 

surrounded by other canoes who towed 

them to shore and helped them back in their 

boat. Colder but wiser, the two continued 

through three more sets of rapids without 

dumping again. 

The less experienced members of the 

group decided to watch as about 15 canoes 

shot the rapids. Four of them piled into a 

van already filled with boxes of books, 

papers and food and headed to Moore’s 

Falls railroad bridge to watch the canoeists. 

While they waited for the canoes to appear 

they walked around and examined the area. 

The water which was so clear in Franklin 

that they could see the bottom in some 

spots, had the color of weak tea. Just in case 

one of the canoes tipped, John Bennett 

positioned himself where he could throw 

out a tow line and retrieve the swimmer. 

The canoes finally came and went without 

incident. Waiting for them at the end of the 

exhausting day was a gourmet feast at Beth 

and Chuck Mower’s Merrimack home, just 

a half-mile from the bank of the Merrimack. 

Linda Berard and John Bennett, 

Father-Daughter team, prepare to launch 

at Lawrence, MA. 

THE CORE GROUP DRIFTED down to 

Nashua on DAY 11, the first sunny day of 

my week with the trip. The recent rain had 

raised the river level so high that they didn’t 

even need to paddle during that day’s 8 mile 

journey. Three canoes lingered behind the 

rest, lashing their boats together and raising 

their paddles to use as sails. That technique 

swept them along quickly. They made the 

trip from Merrimack to Hudson’s Merrill 

Park in just two hours when the trip was 

supposed to last all day. 

The group had enough time to 

explore the Nashua River, which quietly 

meets the Merrimack just upstream from 

two bridges. The canoeists paddled 

upstream, despite a strong current, keeping 

to the sides of the river. But the river 

narrowed under a railroad bridge just a few 

In the beginning...Members of the Source to the Sea canoe trip gather on the shore of 

Profile Lake in Franconia Notch State Park. Standing (L-R): Doug Whitbeck, June 

Johnson, Ed “Doc” Cutler, Pete Lavigne, Steve Lieman, Pete Richardson. Seated (L-R) 

Roioli Schweiker, Jack Mitchell, Jeanne Lewis. 
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lra itional Canoe 
Enthusiasts... 

join the Wooden Canoe Heritage 
Association, a non-profit membership 
association devoted to preserving. studying, 
building, restoring and using wooden, wood & 
canvas and birchbark canoes. Membership 
includes our quédrterly journal, Wooden 
Canoe, annual Assembly notification, and 
access to hard-to-find books and supplies. 

Write to us at: 

Wooden Canoe Heritage Asscciation 
co Edward Cumming 
38 Indian Meadow Dr. 
Northboro, MA 01532 

14’ x 47" are laid fiberslass writ 
mahogany trim. Workmanship is of 
traditional yacht high quality stand- 
ards throughout, Molded from ori- 
ginal carvel planked 19th century 
wherry built and used at the mouth 
of the Piscataqua River. Well bal- 
anced with deep, full length keel. 
For surprising rowing ease, wheth- 
er by yourself, with passengers or 
with cargo. Rugged, sturdy rowing 
boat ideal for pleasure, sport or 
good health. Amazing stability: with 
sharp entry to the seas and tradi- 
tional wine-glass transom. 

BAY MAINE BOATS 
P, O. BOX 631 

KENNEBUNKPORT, ME 04046 
(207) 967-4282 

Maine Craftsmanship at it's 
finest. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

BOX cee! 
ORONO, ME aie 

hundred yards up-river, dramatically 

increasing the current as the water roared 

past it, sounding like a charging locomotive 

Thoreau and his brother didn’t tarry as they 

paddled past the Nashua, not drawn in by 

the brick mill buildings lining its shores. 

The few canoeists who managed to paddle 

past the railroad bridge were rewarded by 

seeing the same—a hydroelectric plant and 

industrial buildings lining the banks. Many 

more canoes were turned back by the 

rushing water, which spun them in a circle 

and hurried them back to the Merrimack. 

Further downstream, it seemed as if 

the group had gone back in time to when 

Thoreau had paddled this stretch. They 

floated past a spot along the east bank that 

had been scarred by erosion. Curt Laffin, 

who had been on the last Source to the Sea 

trip five years earlier, had shown them a 

slide of the same spot. The developer of the 

and had tom away the trees and brush that 

had protected the sandy soil, Laffin told 

them, and it had eroded badly. Five years 

later the group could still see the damage. 

And 150-years earlier, Thoreau saw 

similar evidence of erosion, a small desert 

on the east bank, just a few miles down- 

stream. An old inhabitant who was working 

his field nearby told Thoreau that he 
remembered when the land had been a farm. 

Q Individual $20 

Q Family 30 

Q Sustaining 50 
OQ) Benefactor 100 

Q Senior Citizen/Student 10 

Name: 

Address: 

Please mail to: 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MERRIMACK RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL 

694 Main St., West Newbury, MA 01985 = 508/363-5777 or 
54 Portsmouth Street, Concord, NH 03301 * 603/224-8322 

The fishermen had pulled up the bushes 

along the banks to make it easier to haul 

their seine. “And when the bank was thus 

broken the wind began to blow up the sand 

from the shore, until at length it had 

covered about 15 acres several feet deep,” 

Thoreau wrote. Will mankind never learn? 

My last day of the trip was the most 

important for the core: group, It signalled the 

end of the trip’s journey through NH, a 

journey that started under the watchful eye 

of the Old Man of the Mountains in 

Franconia Notch along the shore of Profile 

Lake. A scant half hour into DAY 12’s 15- 

mile stretch, the group silently flowed out 

of NH and into Massachusetts. There was 

no bright yellow line to mark the division, 

yet it could-be felt. More and more 

riverfront homes popped into view as we 

floated through Tyngsborough and 

Chelmsford. At a lunch stop in Tyngsbor- 

ough, the MA contingent of environmental 

officials and news media joined the trip. 

The sole representative of NH still with the 

trip tearfully left the group that day. 

The water was a dingy, dirty deep 

brown here. I could only see a few inches of 

my paddle when I dipped it into the water. I 

thought of how far the Merrimack has come 

in its cleanup effort. And I thought of how 

much further it has to go. 

—Maria Welych 

MA Senator 

Nicholas Costello 

congratulates Pete 

Lavigne and the 

Source to the Sea 

crew at Salisbury 

beach. MA Rep. 

Barbara Hildt was 

also on hand to wel- 

come the canoeists 

back from their 

16-day adventure. 

Q Agency 30 
QO Business 100 

Q Corporation 250 

QO Life Membership 1000 

Telephone: 



Criminal Charges for Paddling the Lehigh! 
by Dr. Larry Skinner (from Philadelphia Canoe Club C4AVE MS) 

Saturday and Sunday, May 
6th & 7th, 1989 marked an uno- 
recedented action by state park 

rangers in the Lehigh Gorge State 
Park. The park superintendent 
made an uninformed decision to 
“Close the river" both cays for 
safety reasons. Dr, Larry Skinner 
and Ted Newton informed them 
that may not have the authority 
to close the river and that some- 
ene should challenge this discri- 
minatory action or that it would 

remain unjust. Believing the point 
was sufficiently made, Larry and 
Ted decided to avoid state park 

egos and paddle a rareiy runnable 
tributary. They picked up Tony 
Maltkowski on route and hac a 
beautiful and exciting ciass V de- 
scent. They were arrested at the 
Rockport takeout after dark. The 
charge was defiant trespass, 2 
grade three misdemeanor, carry- 
ing a possibie $2500.00 fine and/ 
or one year in prison. 

The Lehigh River carries an 
official designation as a navigable 
waterway and comes under the 
federal jurisdiction of the Army 
Corps of Engineers, Philadeiphia 
District and the U.S, Coast Guard. 
Shared jurisdiction with tne 
states is available under federal 
law, but was never acquired by 
the state of Pennsylvania. 

Everyone skilled to safely at- 

tempt Class {ii whitewater was 

discriminated against with, at 
best, questionable jurisdictional 

LEARN YACHT & COMMER. 

CIAL BOAT DESIGN OR 

WOODEN BOAT BUILDING 

Two full-time residential programs 
combine theory with practice in crea- 

tive and challenging environments De- 

sign students studv marine engineering 
and drafting along with CAD training 
and daily exposure to an active hoat- 

shop. Boatbuilding students learn to 
construct a classic wooden dory and a 

graceful day sailer with the option of 
a cruising hoat instead. Equal oppartu- 
nity enrollment. V.A. approved. 

THE LANDING SCHOOL 
P.O. Box 1490M 

Kennebunkport, Maine 04046 

(207) 985-7976 

authority. (The State does net 
close tne Yough at any jevel even 
though the state has obtained this 
jurisdictional exception over a na- 
vigable waterway. instead they 
resoond by suppiyving staff to re- 
sponsinly inform boaters of the 
changing difficulty factors). 

At the preliminary hearing, 
the park superintendant admitted 

he may only have the authority to 
clese the accesses (still questiona- 

ble} but, he still maintains that 
there was still defiant trespass at 
Rockport. 

So, the paddiers were deemed 
legal on the river, but the only 
safe takeout was ciosed for safety 

reasons. The non-criminal re- 
course (had they known Rockport 
was closed), was to paddle outside 
the park, 16 more miles in the 

dark, at &,000 cfs! In light of the 
ensuing nassle, it would have been 

a very acceptable risk for these 
skilled paddlers. The presiding 
magistrate refused to make a ju- 
risdictional decision and passed it 
on to a judge. 

Our wonderful iudicial system 
presumes one is innocent until 
proven quilty, but the ability to 

prove innocence is completely de- 
oendent upon ones ability to afford 

cefence, One secomes guilty by de- 
fauit. Legal costs to date exceed 
$3400.00 and promise to triple! 
An adverse decision could set a 
dangersus precedent on our back 

yard river (not to mention all oth- 

F lying Colors La. 
466 THAMES ST NEWPORT, Ri 02840 

FLAGS:BANNERS:WINDSOCKS 
FOR YOUR BOAT - BUSINESS - HOME 
OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 (401) 846-0418 

BOOKS about BOATS 
Out of Print & Used Nautical Books 

Old Boating Magazines 
Original Boat & Marine Literature 

COLUMBIA TRADING CO 
2 ROCKLYN DR., SUFFERN, NY 10901 

er rivers - RICA Editor). If you 
can, please contribute to the Lehigh 
Gorge Outdoor Ciub Legal Defense 
Fund or call Larry Skinner at 
(717)443-8075, 

SPECIAL NOTE FROM 
eC Ce eULLOR: 

1} We al] must be aware that 
Kayaking is not a sport that takes 
piace in a vacuum. Unlike other 

sperts that have been around for 

many years, and have endured 
their own growing pains, whitewa- 

ter kayaking is, in many ways, 
still in its infancy. Governmental 
authorities clearly perceive us as a 

collective nusiance. The mentality 

that affects our recourse to the 
nations waterways, is the same 
mentality that has provided us 
with the Point Pleasant Pumping 
Station, and other compromises 
designed to make life “right” for 
those in power, 

The politics of whitewater 
sports is a subject that is impor- 
tant to all of us. We should know 

what's going on, because every day 
some group is trying dilifgently to 
restrict our access. Public con- 
sciousness counts. Be aware, 

i} Larry Skinner is an instruc- 
tor for the American Canoe Asso- 

ciation. He is not only certified to 
teach instructors, but is also cer- 
tified to teach instructors to be in- 
structor trainers like himseif... | 

think Larry deserves cur consider- 

ation in this matter. -D. Reese 
eee 
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Fred Shell's kit boats have 
been gaining ever wider recogni- 
tion as superbly designed, 
easy~to~assemble small craft for the 
person not yet ready for building 
from scratch. The little boats not 
only go together very easily (Fred 
"pre-assembles" each one dry before 
shipping it out) but sail and row 
better than their short beamy hulls 
promise. Fred's designs have also 
gained in size from the 7' "Leif", 
now the top of the line is his 19! 

"Great Blue Heron" with its option- 
al removable cabin. 

This past summer Fred _ re- 
turned to his 7! "Leif" with a new 
concept, he would add a mizzen 
with mast mounted right on the 
transom and a boomkin out back 
made up of two extensions of the 
rubrails carried back beyond the 

transom in fair curves until they 
met. With this split rigged seven 
footer, Fred had a lot of fun on 
nearby Lake Champlain, but it was- 
n't really big enough to easily 
share with another adult. So Fred 

upsized the design to 9' and has a 
winner. 

We stopped by Fred's new shop 
outside of St. Albans, Vermont, on 
our way to Clayton, New York in 
early August. Fred had to move 
after local town zoning threatened 
to close up his one man shop at his 

former home. Fred and Debbie found 
a buyer for that place, and bought 

about 40 acres in a nearby town 
that offered no zoning objections to 
a one man boat shop. Fred took off 
the summer of 1988 from building 
his kits to put up a spacious home 
for his family of four daughters. 

Like his boats, his own design and 
built himself. In three months. 

Fred was at work on ‘the old 
Singer in his shop (which he built 
before the house, as a base for 
constructing the latter) sewing up 
the mizzen for the just completed 9! 
"Leif", Varnish was drying on the 
Spars in the late afternoon sun. 

Fred wastes no time at his work, 
that sail went together in.a couple 

of hours, from cutting out to final 

fitting of grommets. He and I eas-~ 
ily picked up the "Leif" hull to 
move. it inside at suppertime, it 
weighs about 60 pounds, with its 
interior seats and floor glued in 
providing more comfortable sprawl- 
ing room’ than an empty hull as 

well as ample flotation. : 
The wind was blowing at 15 

knots the next morning, creating a 
short little chop on nearby St. Al- 
bans Bay when Fred cartopped the 

boat on his maxivan the three miles 
from his shop to the public park 
and launching site. He and I easily 
got it onto the van and off again, 
despite the disparity in our 
heights. In five minutes the main- 
mast, main and jib were fitted and 
it was sea trial time. Fred sailed 
out into the bay on a beat, the lit- 
tle craft bobbing in the chop but 
making quite impressive progress. 
He was soon back, though. 
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Fred Shell 
Turns Out a 
New “Leif” 
Time for the boost of a miz- 

zen. The mizzen mast bolts to the 
transom through a yoke arrange- 
ment, the boomkin struts slip into 
slots in the upper corners of the 
transom and bolt together. In an- 
other five minutes the whole 52 
square feet of sail was up and rea- 
dy. This time the "Leif" accelerat- 
ed away from the ramp noticeably 
faster than with the main and jib 
alone. Fred made several passes to 
windward, reaching and then run- 
ning and then came in to pick me 
up. 

Fred sat in the stern, I sat 
forward just behind the mainmast to 

Sewing up the mizzen. 

balance the little hull, and off we 
went up into that southwest wind. 
The chop made the boat bob, but 
the splatting of the waves off the 
bow flew out and away and we were 
amazingly dry. The 4-1/2' beam 
provided an awful lot of room, the 
footwell made sprawling on_ the 
seats and interior foredeck comfort- 
uble with solid bracing for our feet 
on a tack. 

Fred doesn't use centerboards 
or daggerboards, but has a shallow 
full length keel fitted. Even with 
this, draft is barely 10", The only 
adverse aspect of this comes when 
beaching, the stainless shoe on the 

keel takes the- crunch but then the 
boats tips to the side when hauled 

beyond the 10" or so depth. ‘The 
keel makes the very short hull 
track nicely and ‘the boat: still 
spins around on a tack or jibe al~ 
most instantly. Even oh this first 
outing, Fred was able to balance 

the rig so she tromped along to 
‘windward no hands. 

I was amazed at the stability, 
we both sat to windward when. Fred 
sheeted in all three sails hard on 

the wind, but the boat hardly 
heeled at all and we had no need at 
all to hang out. This stability 
comes from that big beam obvious~ 
ly, but why does. so short and 
plump a boat move along so nicely! 
Fred's done something right here. I 
figured in that breeze we'd .just 
kind of sit there and bob up and 
down trying to go to windward. But 
no, she had a nice bone in her 
teeth and made steady progress. 

Fred's busy making kits and 
even doing a couple of complete 
boats for clients who want to skip 
the home building part. A _ 19! 
"Great Blue Heron" was in the 
works when Fred got onto the "Leif 
9" sidetrack, he's susceptible to 
the allure of creating a new design 
when he should be turning out the 
existing ones to order. He's booked 
up pretty much into winter with 
orders, as he refuses to assume the 

added responsibility of hired help 
and the training they'd need to 
learn his methods. 

Fred's boats are glued lap 
construction. He precuts all the 
parts, bevels those needing it, and 
dry fits the whole kit together 
with a few screws and a _ power 
screwdriver. Then he marks vari- 

ous places mentioned in the in- 
structions with pencil before taking 
it apart for crating and shipping. 
It's hard to see how anyone could 
have problems putting one of these 
kits together. Fred arranges sepa- 
rate shipment of an epoxy resin kit 
direct from a distributor, and sup~ 
plies the sail and rigging hardware 
for sailing versions ready to go. 

Fred will send you his de~ 
tailed catalogue of kits for $2, re- 
quest it from Shell Boats, RD 2 Box 
289C, St. Albans, VT 05478, You 
can talk to Fred about the new 
"Leif 9", or any of his kits, at 
(802) 524-9645, 



From the top: The mizzen fits over the transom with this bolt-on yoke 
arrangement. Interior has glued-in seats and floor providing flotation 
and a most comfortable sprawling area. Fred's shop has flow-through 
ventilation in summer, is well insulated for those long Champlain win- 
ters. 

CORNISH CRABBER 
MK. II 

teen 
nee 

24' centerboard gaff cutter, 5,200 
lbs., draws 2'7"/4'10", four berths, 
Yanmar 9hp diesel. Tanbark sails, 
dark green topsides. Beautifully 
built in England, fiberglass hull 
and deck with much teaktrim and 
spruce spars. List $36,827 discount 
for quick sale. Custom trailer and 
boom tent also available.See review 
in "Small Boat Journal" #55. 

BRITTANIA BOATS, P.O.BOX 5033, 

ANNAPOLIS, MD 21403, (301) 269-6617 

ATLANTIC SAIL TRADERS 
rrena S 

NEW & USED SAILS,buy,sell,trade 
luffs 10'-60' surplus mains 10'x 
CZs 6 Oa x7 92S 50e 17 58x80 Sit 
$75 jibs 12'x5'6"$35 Spinnakers 
14'x10' $100 all new 

(813) 351-6023 
130 N. Washington Blvd. ¢ P.O. Box 12313 

Sarasota, Florida 34278 

THE BEST FOLDING BOAT! SEA 
SCAMP is totally unique: an ele- 
gant woodén dinghy that folds 
flat in under a minute! Row a 
“hard” dinghy but stow it any- 
where, under the bed, in an RV, 
along the lifelines, etc! Sail rig 
and outboard bracket available. 
BRITANNIA BOATS LTD., PO Box 
5033, Annapolis, MD 21403, PH: 
301-269-6617. 
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Three New 
DK's 

Stitch and glue kayak and ca- 

noe designer Dennis Davis of Eng- 
land has three new designs now 

‘available, he first built the proto- 
types for display at the Wooden 

Boat Show in London in eariy June. 

Ile reports he's been unable to 
test row the new DK20 rowing shell 

pictured as there does not seem to 
be a maker of drop-in sliding seat 
rigs in the UK. Dennis has con- 
tacted Owen Cecil of Manistee, 
Michigan, about possibly supplying 
his home built sliding seat rig 
plans to builders of the DK20 Den- 
nis will be very interestjed to hear 
from early builders of the DK20 
about this subject. He notes that 
the 19'9"x25" hull is pictured with 
the maximum length decks possible 
if the entire boat is to be cut from 
just two sheets of ply. Shown are 
an 8! foredeck and 7! afterdeck. 
Shorter decks can be fitted, of 

course, and this is dealt with in 
the building instructions. 

The short DK22 is a smaller 
volume sea kayak at 13,'1-1/2"x24" 

with a 24" cockpit. Dennis is 
pleased with its performance, its 
more stable than the DK's and han-~ 
dles nicely. But its rockered keel 
line and shallow ends make it more 
difficult to build. The stages of 
construction are pictured. Deck 
beans laminated from leftover 
piecjes of ply make it possible to 
build the entire boat from just two 

4'x8'! sheets of ply plus a keelson 
and two inwales. 

The DK21 is a 15'10°x22=1/74™ 
sea kayak which handles much like 
the DD17 hard chine version but 
has less volume with its round bot- 

tom hull. 
Dennis will send you a com- 

plete illustrated leaflet describing 
all 14 designs he now offers by air 
mail for $2. Dennis Davis, The 
Flat, Himbleton Manor, Droitwich, 
Wores. WRI TLE, England. 

From the top: The DK20 rowing shell is’ shown with maximum decking 
if boat is built from just two sheets of ply. Dennis at ease in his 13! 
DK22. A local kayak instructor gives the DK21 a workout. 

BLUE HERON KAYAKS 
"Let us help you select 

the right kayak." 

GREENLAND TYPE SEA KAYAKS DRAGONWORKS, INC. LN ae 
Dunn’s Custom-Built Kayaks Paddles & Accessories 

6991S State Rd, Eden, NY 14057 Importers of the Islander Hours by Appointinent 
PH: 716-992-3941 . : Lyme, CT 06371-3301 

SEND $1 FOR INFORMATION santa 203-434-7835 

from U.K. & U.S.A. 

Accessories eTourselnstruction 

RFD 1, Box 31AA 
Bowdoinham, ME 04008 

(207) 666-8481 

PADDLES ACCESSORIES 

HOWARD FOUNDRY & MARINE 
Sea & White Water Kayaks 

SALTMARSH SEA KAYAK CO. 
SERVING SOUTHERN MA & RI 

203-669-7629 
JONATHAN & KAREN HOWARD 

53 OLD CLINTON ROAD 

WESTBROOK, CT 06498 

SALES * RENTAL * TOURS * INSTRUCTION 
589 FISHER RD., DARTMOUTH, MA 02747 

Please Write or Call Evenings (508 ) 636-3007 

20 
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See 

Putting together a DK kayak. A & B: Setting up and cutting the scarfs in the ply sheets. C: Clamping the 

glued scarfs. D: The foredeck with strips that will be laminated into deck beams. E: Bottom panels and keel 

piece. F: Pulling together the ends with twine as Spanish windlass. G: Bottom. about assembled. H: Deck with 

beam pulled to proper curvature with twine, and glued up. I: Hull and deck pieces glued up and ready for 

assembly. 
ah 
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SMeHS, APAUPIDIN: (CANOE: 
A GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNEY OF 2500 MILES, FROM 

QUEBEC TO THE GULF OF MEXICO, 

DURING THE YEARS 1874-5. 
BY 

NATHANIEL H. BISHOP, 

CHAP TEREX LV: 

ST. MARY’S RIVER AND THE SUWANEE WILDER- 
NESS. 

A PORTAGE TO DUTTON. — DESCENT OF THE ST. MARY’S RIVER. 

| NOW ascended the beautiful St. Mary’s River, 
which flows from the great Okefenokee 

Swamp. The state of Georgia was on my right 
hand, and Florida on my left. Pretty hammocks 
dotted the marshes, while the country presented 
peculiar and interesting characteristics. When 
four miles from Cumberland Sound, the little city 
of St. Mary’s, situated on the Georgia side of 
the river, was before me; and I went ashore to 
make inquiries concerning the route to Okefe- 
nokee Swamp. | 
My object was to get intormation about the 

upper St. Mary’s River, from which I proposed 
to make a portage of thirty-five or forty miles in 
a westerly direction to the Suwanee River, 
upon arriving at which I would descend to the 
Gulf of Mexico. My efforts, both at St. Mary’s 
and Fernandina, on the Florida side of Cum- 
berland Sound, to obtain any reliable information 
upon this matter, were unsuccessful. <A settle- 
ment at Trader’s Hill, about seventy-five miles 
up the St. Mary’s River, was the geographical 
limit of local knowledge, while I wished to 
ascend the river at least one hundred miles be- 
yond that point. 

Believing that if I explored the uninhabited 
sources of the St. Mary’s, I should be compelled 
22 

to return without finding any settler upon its 
banks at the proper point of departure for a 
portage to the Suwanee, it became necessary to 
abandon all idea of ascending this river. I could 
not, however, give up the exploration of the 
route. In this dilemma, a kindly written letter 
seemed to solve the difficulties. Messrs. Dutton 
& Rixford, northern gentlemen, who possessed 
large facilities for the manufacture of resin and 
turpentine at their new settlements of Dutton, 
six miles from the St. Mary’s River, and at Rix- 
ford, near the Suwanee, kindly proposed that I 
‘should take my canoe by railroad from Cumber- 
land Sound to Dutton. From that station Mr. 
Dutton offered to transport the boat through the 
wilderness to the St. Mary’s River, which could 
be from that point: easily descended to the sea. 
The Suwanee River, at Rixford, could be 
reached by rail, and the voyage would end at 
its debouchure on the marshy coast of the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Hon. David Yulee, president -and one-third 
owner of the A. G. & W.I. T.C. Railroad, which 
connects the Atlantic-coast at Fernandina with 
the Gulf coast at Cedar Keys, offered me the 
free use of his long railroad, for any purpose of 
exploration, &c., while his.son, Mr. C. Wick- 
liffe Yulee, exerted himself to remove all imped- 
iments to delay. 

These gentlemen, being native Floridians, 
have done much towards encouraging all legiti- 
mate exploration of the peninsula, and have 
also done something towards putting a check on 
the outrageous impositions practised on northern 
agricultural emigrants to Florida, by encouraging 
the organization of a railroad land-company, 
which offers a forty-acre homestead for fifty dol- 
lars, to be selected out of nearly six hundred 
thousand acres of land along their highway 
across the state. A man of comparatively 
small means can now try the experiment of 
making a home in the mild climate of Florida, 
and if he afterwards abandons the enterprise 
there will have been but a small investment of 
capital, and consequently little loss. 

The turpentine distillery of Dutton was situated 
in a heavy forest of lofty pines. Major C. K. 
Dutton furnished a team of mules to haul the 
Maria Theresa to the St. Mary’s River, the 
morning after my arrival by rail at Dutton. Sta- 
tion. The warm sunshine shot aslant the tall 



pines as the teamster followed a faintly devel- 

oped trail towards the swamps. Before noon the 
flashing waters of the stream were discernible, 
and a little later, with paddle in hand, I was 
urging the canoe towards the Atlantic coast. A 
luxurious growth of trees and shrubs fringed 
the low, and in some places submerged, river 

shores. Back, on the higher, sandy soils, the 

yellow pine forests, in almost primeval grandeur, 
arose, shutting out all view of the horizon. Low 

bluffs, with white, sandy beaches of a few rods 

in extent, offered excellent camping-grounds. 

When the Cracker of Okefenokee Swamp is 

asked why he lives in so desolate a region, with 

only a few cattle and hogs for companions, with 

mosquitoes, fleas, and vermin about bim, with 
alligators, catamounts, and owls on all sides, 

making night hideous, he usually replies, “ Wal, 

stranger, wood and water is so powerful handy. 

Sich privileges ain’t met with everywhar.” 

As I glided swiftly down the dark current | 
peered into the dense woods, hoping to be 
cheered by the sight of a settler’s cabin; but in 
all that day’s search not a clearing could be 
found, nor could I discern rising from the tree- 
tops of the solitary forest a little cloud of smoke 

issuing from the chimney of civilized man. I 

was alone in the vast wilds through which the 

beautiful river flowed noiselessty but swiftly to 
the sea. Thoreau loved a swamp, and so do all 
lovers of nature, for nowhere else does she so 

bountifully show her vigorous powers of growth, 

her varied wealth of botanical wonders. Here 

the birds resort in flocks when weary of the hot, 

sandy uplands, for here they find pure water, 

cool shade, and many a curious glossy berry for 

their dainty appetites. 

As the litthe Maria Theresa sped onward 
through the open forest and tangled wild-wood, 

through wet morass and piny upland, my 

thoughts dwelt upon the humble life of the 

Concord naturalist and philosopher. How he 

would have enjoyed the descent of this wild 

river from the swamp to the sea! He had left 
us for purer delights; but I could enjoy his 
* Walden” as though he still lived, and read of his 
studies of nature with ever-increasing interest. 

Swamps have their peculiar features. Those 

of the Waccamaw were indeed desolate, while 

the swamps of the St. Mary’s were full of sun- 

shine for the traveller. Soon after the canoe 

had commenced her river journey, a sharp sound, 

like that produced by a man striking the water 

with a broad, flat stick, reached my ears. As 

this sound was frequently repeated, and always 

in advance of my boat, it roused my curiosity. 

It proved’ to come from alligators. One after 
another slipped off the banks, striking the water 

with their tails as they took refuge in the river 
from the disturber of their peace. ‘To observe 

the movements of these reptiles I ran the canoe 
within two rods of the left shore, and by rapid 

paddling was enabled to arrive opposite a crea- 

ture as he entered the water. When thus con- 

fronted, the alligator would depress his ugly 

head, lash the water once with his tail, and dive 

under the canoe, a most thoroughly alarmed an- 

imal. <All these alligators were mere babies, 

very few being over four feet long. Had they 

been as large as the one which greeted me at 

Colonel’s Island, I should not have investigated 

their dispositions, but would have considered 

discretion the better part of valor, and left them 

undisturbed in their sun-baths on the banks. 

In all my experience with the hundreds of | 

alligators I have seen in the southern rivers 

and swamps of North America, every one, both 

large and small, fled at the approach of man. 

The experience of some of my friends in their 

acquaintance with American alligators has been 

of a more serious nature. It is well to exercise 
care about camping at night close to the water 
infested with large saurians, as one of these 
strong fellows could easily seize a sleeping man 

by the leg and draw him into the river. They 

do not seem to fear a recumbent or bowed fig- 

ure, but, like most wild animals, flee before the 

upright form of man. 

Late in the afternoon I passed an island, made 

by a “ cut-off” through a bend of the river, and, 

according to previous directions, counted four- 

teen bends or reaches in the river which was to 

guide me to Stewart’s Ferry, the owner of which 
lived back in the woods, his cabin not being dis- 

cernible from the river.. Near this spot, which 

is occasionally visited by lumbermen and piny- 
woods settlers, | drew my canoe on to a sandy 
beach one rod in length. A little bluff, five or 

six feet above the water, furnished me with the 

broad leaves of the saw-palmetto, a dwarfish sort 

of palm, which I arranged fora bed. The pro- 

vision-basket was placed at my head. A little 
23 
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fire of light-wood cheered me for a while, but its 

bright flame soon attracted winged insects in 
large numbers. Having made a cup of choco- 
late, and eaten some of Captain Akin’s chipped 
beef and crackers, I continued my preparations 

for the night. Feeling somewhat nervous about 
large alligators, | covered myself with a piece of 

painted canvas, which was stiff and strong, and 
placed the little revolver, my only weapon, under 
my blanket. 

As I fully realized the novelty of my strange 
position in this desolate region, it was some time 
before 1 could compose myself and sleep. It 

was a night of dreams. Sounds indistinct but 
numerous troubled my brain, until I was fully 

roused to wakefulness by horrible visions and 

doleful cries. The chuck-will’s-widow, which 

in the south supplies the place of our whip- 
poorwill, repeated his oft-told tale of “chuck- 
will’s-widow, chuck-will’s-widow,” with untir- 

ing earnestness. The owls hooted wildly, with 
a chorus of cries from animals and reptiles not 

recognizable by me, excepting the snarling voices 

of the coons fighting in the forest. These last 
were old acquaintances, however, as they fre- 

quently gathered round my camp at night to pick 
up the remains of supper. 
24 
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While I listened, there rose a cry so hideous in 

its character and so belligerent in its tone, that I 

trembled with fear upon my palm-leaf mattress. 

It resembled the bellowing of an infuriated bull, 
but was louder and more penetrating in its effect. 

The proximity of this animal was indeed un- 

pleasant, for he had planted himself on the riv- 
er’s edge, near the little bluff upon which my 

camp had been constructed. The loud roar was 

answered by a similar bellow from the other side 

of the river, and for a long time did these two 

male alligators keep up their. challenging cries, 
without coming to combat. Numerous wood- 
mice attacked my provision-basket, and even 

worked their way through the leaves of my pal- 
metto mattress. 

' Thus with an endless variety of annoyances 
the night wore wearily away, but the light of the 
rising sun did not penetrate the thick fog which 

enveloped: the river until after eight o’clock, 
when I embarked for a second day’s journey 
upon the stream, which had now attained a width 
of five or six rods. Rafts of logs blocked the 
river as I approached the settlement of Trader’s 
Hill, and upon a most insecure footing the canoe 
was dragged over a quarter of a mile of logs, 
and put into the water on the lower side of the 



“jam.” Crossing several of these log “jams,” 
which covered the entire width of the St. Mary’s, 
[ became weary of the task, and, after the last 
was reached, determined to go into camp until 
the next day, when suddenly the voices of men 
in the woods were heard. 

Soon a gentleman, with two raftsmen, ap- 
peared and kindly greeted me. They had been 
notified of my approach at Trader’s Hill by a 
courier sent from Dutton across the woods, and 
these men, whose knowledge of wood-craft is 
wonderful, had timed my movements so cor- 
rectly that they had arrived just in time to meet 
me at this point. The two raftsmen rubbed the 
canoe all over with their hands, and expressed 
delight at its beautiful finish in their own pe- 
culiar vernacular. 

“She’s the dog-gonedest thing I ever seed, 
and jist as putty as a new coffin!” exclaimed one. 

“Indeed, she’s the handsomest trick I ever 
did blink on,” said the second. 

The two stalwart lumbermen lifted the boat as 

though she were but a feather, and carried her, 
jumping from log to log, the whole length of the 
raft. They then put her gently in the water, and 
added to their farewell the cheering intelligence 
that “there’s no more jams nor rafts ’twixt here 
and the sea, and you can go clar on to New 

York if you like.” 
Trader’s. Hill, on a very high bluff on the left 

bank, was soon passed, when the current seemed 

suddenly to cease, and I felt the first tidal effect 
of the sea, though many miles from the coast. 

The tide was flooding. I now laid aside the 

paddle, and putting the light steel outriggers in 
their sockets, rapidly rowed down the now broad 

river until the shadows of night fell upon forest 

and stream, when the comfortable residence of 

Mr. Lewis Davis, with his steam saw-mill, came 

into sight upon Orange Blutf, on the Florida side 

of the river. Here a kind welcome greeted me 

from host and hostess, who had dwelt twenty 

years in this romantic but secluded spot. There 

were orange-trees forty years old on this prop- 

erty, and all in fine bearing order. ‘There was 

also a fine sulphur spring near the house. 
Mr. Davis stated that, during a residence of 

twenty years in this charming locality, he had 

experienced but one attack of chills. He con- 

sidered ‘the St. Mary's: River, on account of the 

purity of its waters, one of the healthiest of 

The descent of this beautiful 

river now became a holiday pastime. Though 
there were but few signs of the existence of 
man, the scenery was of a cheering character. 
A brick-kiln, a few saw-mills, and an abandoned 
rice-plantation were passed, while the low salt- 
marshes, extending into the river from the forest- 
covered upland, gave evidence of the proximity 
to the sea. Large alligators were frequently seen 
sunning themselves upon the edges of the banks. 

At dusk the town of St. Mary’s, in its wealth 

of foliage, opened to my view from across the 
lowlands, and soon after the paper canoe was 
carefully stored in a building belonging to one 
of its hospitable citizens, while local authority 
asserted that I had traversed one hundred and 
seventy-five miles of the river. 

SCHORPIOEN 
a Sailing yarn, a novel, from one of the 

world’s great small boat designers 

PHILIP C. BOLGER 
| that is nautically impeccable, clench-nails you 

to your chair, and may even be of socially 
redeeming value. 

Soft cover, 208 pages, $12.95, At your nautical 
bookseller, or by mail, postpaid from its publisher, 

Duff & Duff, 28 Harbor Road, Mattapoisett, MA 02739 

southern streams. 

New! The Incredible Beach Hauler™ 

- @ A revolutionary new system 
for hauling any small boat 
over rock, sand or pebble 
beaches on seashores, lakes 

or rivers. 
Ideal for sailing, angling or 
rowing clubs, boat rentals or 
beach front homes. 
Works on any small boat 
whether wood, aluminum 
or fiberglass. 
Reduces the chance of back 
strain. 
Ecologically sound 
alternative. 
Minutes to install or remove 
and may be left in place 
indefinitely. 

- Designed by Harold J. Aune 
Me, All rights reserved PATENT PENDING 

Copyright © 1989 

~~ Whitehall Reproductions 
pee Box 1141, Station E, 

+ +) "4 Victoria, B.C. Canada V8W 2T6 
eEatarhaeer OP aay gs Re U.S. call 1-800-663-7481 
a ae Rigs oS Canada call (604) 384-6574 
5 is are ‘ VISA MASTERCHARGE 

rAS 



a car top, sleep-aboard 
cruiser for two-:--- honest ! 

She's usually sailed stretched out on the 
padded deck ( lots of storage and floatation 
below ) the most comfortable boat you have 
ever sailed! The 5'2" beam (on 11'3" 
'LOA.) gives room, and amazing stability, 
for sleeping two or day sailing four at no 

’ apparent cost in performance. 
Easy stitch and glue construction . 

Study plans $4, Plans, super clear 
instructions, and full sized patterns, $45. 

THOMSON SMALLBOATS 
Box 670, Vestal, N.Y. 13851-0670 

Bruce Roberts Designs 
‘the righ! choice tor the custom bulider’ 

NEW BOATBUILDING BOOK 
120 page 4-color book te!ls how you 
Save on every stage of your boatbuild- 
ing program Book covers custom 
building in STEEL, GLASS, WOOD/ 
EPOXY, etc. Details on each technique 
plus Study Plans and color photo- 
graphs of over 100 Sail and Power 
boats. Free book sent bulk mail, allow 
6 weeks or send $2 for ist Class. 
BRUCE ROBERTS, PO Box 1086- k 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

WINDWARD 15 features classic 
lines and quality construction de- 
signed to ensure years of lasting 
enjoyment. She’s able, weatherly 
and will excel as a daysailer and 
beach cruiser. You will appreci- 
ate the ease of trailering and rig- 
ging for an evening or extended 
sail. Study plans, $2.50; complete 
set of plans with building illustra- 
tions, $45; quotes on completed 
boat available upon request. 
She’ll be admired wherever she 
sails. WINDWARD DESIGNS, 794 
Creek View Rd., Severna Park, 
MD 21146. Attn: Karl Stambaugh, 
NA. 

AFFORDABLE 
SLIDING SEAT ROWING 

Build your own drop-in sculling rig 
for use in canoes, skiffs and shells. 
Lightweight and standard options. 
Detailed construction plans and con- 

struction manual, $23. Also save 
$$$$$ by building your own light- 
weight sculling oars (9'9"). Plans 
and manual, $17. Both the rowing rig 
and the oars utilize common, inex- 

pensive materials. No unusual tools 
or woodworking skills required. 

OWEN CECIL 
P.O. BOX 584M 

MANISTEE, MI 49660 

the amateur boatbuilder from 10! 
blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. 
plans, contents, prices, etc. 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON "FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 ar- 
ticle reprints on small boat designs written through the years by E. 
Weston Farmer, N.A.,. considered by many to have been one of the out- 

standing marine writers of all time. 
page. All articles include lines drawings, offsets, etc. that you oan 
use. Send $2 for catalog listing. 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD WAYZATA, MINNESOTA 55391 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for 
launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32! 

Send $2 for catalog defining specs, 

ESIC. Boat 

Plans & Kits 
¢ Full size patterns 
* Instruction manual 
* Design portfolio 

send $1.00 

MONFORT ASSOCIATES 
RFD 2 Box 416 - Wiscasset, Maine 04578 

INNOVATIVE DESIGNS 

FOR THE 

|] AnaTEUR BuiLDER 
Srock PLrans 

Cusron DESIGNS 
Sait, Row, PowERPanpre 

PopBert L/ Strerevens blooven Bars 
32 PNeE= ST FSB LisBon faces ME 04252. 
(207) 3B53-976/6 Sarno 82 FoR Curmiosn 

a 4 Bobcat 123” x 6'0” 
ner Phil Bolger and builder Harold Payson have devel- 

oad a eciaae: -tape multi-chine version of the classic 
BEETLE CAT that puts the charm and the performance of this 
famous one-design within the reach of home builders with a 
minimum investment in time and money. 

PLEASE SEND ME: 
© Complete construction plans and instructions for $35.00 
GO Study plan packet for Bobcat and 23 other easy-to-build 
Instant Boats for $5.00 

* NEW BOOK °* “Build the Instant Catboat” $9.95 + $1.00 S&H. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Lt), ae ee ee st ae a 

Harold H. Payson & Co. 
Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach Road 

South Thomaston, Maine 04858 207-594-7587 

“TRACY O'BRIEN...NOW STANDS 
at the forefront of Dory-Skiff evolu- 
uon,”’ writes John Gardner. Find out 
why. Catalog of 9 designs for oar, 
power, and sail, plus “Plywood Com- 
posite Construction” article reprint, 

$3 ppd. HEADWATER BOATS, 156 
Bunker Creek Rd., Chehalis, WA 
98532. 

Delightful reading for only $1 per 

612-473-2360 



Builders & Restorers 

Hadden & Stevens Boatbuilders 

Specialists in Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

65 Main St, Topsham, Maine 04086 (207)729-7402/ 443-3533 

Replica Rushton and St. Lawrence Skiffs 

NORTH RIVER BOATWORKS 
6-MEIm St., Albany, New York 12202 518-434-4414 

Information $2 00 

¢ ae is “ HERON 19’ Sharpie Schooner 
eS ; pm 

Sharpies 16 to 30’, Six Powerboats. 

SEALIGHT. 
a AAA aA ete 

thermoplastic sheet construction 

Es 
ie 

a Modern wooden boats Oc 
for rowing and sailing MO, 
Ask for details 

v vo on our new 1% Qok 

Swifty LencTH: 120° = ER 
WEIGHT: 105 Lbs. Sb KIT: $750 cao 
AN Rees NAVIGATOR Cruising Dinghy, Oyster 20 & 26 VLR 

Sloops; ARROWHEAD & BUTTERCUP Yacht pia? seh 
R.R. 2 Box 289-C St. Albans, VT 05478 (802) 524-9645 Tenders, BOXER 14 & 16; SEAL & SEA VENTURE ba 

Sa . 

NO 
a 

Catalog $3 AN OLD CLASSIC 

This cat rigged sailboat was introduced in Marble- TRADITIONALLY BUILT SMALL CRAFT 
head in the early 1920's and has proved a great boat SKIFFS, DORIES, YACHT TENDERS - SAIL, QAR, MOTOR 
for training ever since. With its generous sail area it can 

fly through the water; but, its wide beam and hard HONEST BOATS. At HONEST PRICES 
chine make for very stable sailing. We can build this ALSO “TORPEDO” PLYWOOD RECREATIONAL SHELL 
boat in traditional mahogany, or in Eastern pine. 

Send for our brochure. 

STUDY PRINT $3 PLANS $25 

owell, Co., Ing 

<5), AR ee CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEXT WOODEN BOAT 
° ROB BARKER PO. BOX 10, MONTAGUE, MA 01351 PH. (413) 367-2424 Custom wooden boats; mast hoops; authentic nautical furnishing 



as Pep 

Seaport's Boston Boat Shop 
Pier 3 

Charlestown Navy Yard 
Boston, MA 
617-242-1475 

SPECIALIZING IN: 

Wooden boat construction and repair 

Custom skiffs built to order 

Restoration work 

Custom interior joinery work 

Spar varnishing 

Exterior finishing 

Dock space available for some jobs 

Boatbuilding and lofting classes 

Visitors are welcome to observe our current projects, 

we are two picrs over from the U.S.S. Constitution 

New England Historic Seaport 

Building 10, Charlestown Navy Yard 
Boston MA 02129 / 617-242-1414 

WILL BUILD ON COMMISSION: 
Sailinvg dorics, daysailers or cruising 
boats to 30° LOA, built to your 
requirements. All of superior con- 
strucuion in wood at reasonable price. 
THE LANDING BOATSHOP, PO 
Box 1490, Kennebunkport, ME 04046. 

207-985-7976. 

Woodstrip 

CANOES, § 

= KAYAKS & 

SMALL BOATS 
Built in modern wood construction. 
Also Accessories, Supplies, Resto~ 
ration & Repair, Custom Designs. 

AL BRATTON 

Builder 

215-234-0680 

P.O. Box 1140 

Lansdale, PA 19446 

Repair & Restoration 
Of Wooden Boats 

Custom Built Traditional Wooden Boats 

HUMPHREY BOAT WORKS 
45 AUCOOT RD. MATTAPOISETT, MA 

(508) 758-6234 

The 

MELONSEED SKIFF 

It is with pleasure and pride 
that we introduce the MELONSEED 
SKIFF. The original drawings of 
this boat- appeared in  Chapelle's 
"American Small Sailing Craft", dat- 
ed 1888, 

Over the past several months 
we have been test sailing in a wide 

variety of conditions. Her speed is 
exhilarating on all points of sail 
and she will go very well to wind- 
ward! The hull is seakindly, stable 

and impeccably well mannered. Put 

quite simply, she is fast and safe. “Wood/Canvas Canoes 

°Restored/“Recanvased 

Like our SWAMPSCOTT DORIES, 

the MELONSEED SKIFF will reflect 
the high level of quality construc- 
tion and finish for which we are 
known. We've been thoughtful in our 
reproduction of the design, faithful 
to the boat's tradition, and have 
produced a wonderful blend of per- 
formance and appearance. 

We all can't afford to own a big 
boat, but we can own a good boat! 
That's the point of all this. 

HARDKNOCKS CANOE SHOP 
cedar canoes 

r= 215577 TY 
td 

PS ee ee 

construction * repairs * recanvassing 

BRENDAN CURRAN, HOPE, MAINE 04847 + 207-763-3074 

Mike “Huston 

°Phila. “PA 1-215-342-8705 

(ES PORDPE REE EEE EP ERP EP PETER 

Granta SEA KAYAKS 

Now is the time to get a GRANTA 
kit and retreat to your hasement. You 

can dream about Spring while you are 
putting together the precision routed 
panels that magically form themselves 
into a boat without the help of strong- 
back, ribs or stations. Everything 
needed to assemble a strong and very 
elegant kayak is included in the kit. 

KITS: 

ANGMAGSSALIK (190 lbs. Max.) 18'8" 

617-837-3666 

P.O. Box 430 Humarock, MA 02047 

~jElegant traditional 

Y SIs boats for rowing 

NA Af -jand sailing. 

dha MY i Whitehalls, Duckers 
(804) 746-U674 Z 

Re eAe ye 
$320 

iy i re > % 
SEA ROVER 17 (33" Cockpit) 17'2" ¢360 Le iD nestle ghisala 
SCANDIAN NOURLE (Two 33" Coekpits) oe CO Re eee bh ee -~.| finished boats. 
Le $415 

SPECIAL ON FULLY EQUIPPED FIBER- 

GLASS KAYAKS: 

(Backrest, Seat, Spray Cover & Foot 
Operated Flip-up Rudder Included) 
TOURING SINGLE 14'6" $A90 

SEA KAYAK 16'5" $750 

DUAL COCKPIT DOUBLE 17'1" $940 

LONG COCKPIT DOUBLE 17'1" $940 
HEAVY DUTY WATERPROOF BAG 
W/FLOTATION, 30"x18" $35 

HUDSON CANOE 
14 HILLSIDE AVE, CROTON, NY 10520 

(914) 271-5387 

Cai =<-_.J Kindly send $3 for 
info and "Tholepin" subscription. 

THAYER & COMPANY 
2106 Atlee Rd, Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

PLANS, STENCILS 

FIBERGLASS KITS 

Lightweight, sturdy, 

maneuverable, Excellent 
hunting, fishing boat. 

Send SASE for info. 

RAVEN 'S WING WATERCRAFT 
BUILD YOUR OWN PLYWOOD 

GREENLAND STYLE SEA KAYAK. 
PLANS, PATTERN, MANUAL, $40. 

KITS & BOATS AVAILABLE 
RR3 BOX 836, WISCASSET, ME 04578 

(207) 443-6677 

385 PLYMOUTH ST, 
HALIFAX, MA 02338 (617) 335-3643 
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* Teak, Okoume, Sapele, Fir, Lauan, 
plus dozens of other specialty woods 

¢ Giant-size scarfed panels 
e Large stocks available 
¢ Special freight allowances 
e Order direct from anywhere in U.S.— 

call toll free: 

1-800-345-1712 

The Harbor Sales Company, Inc. 
1400 Russell Street 

Baltimore, MD 21230 

BALOGH SAIL DESIENS 
STAR ROUTE BOX 79 Mm, CEDAR ISLAND NC 28520 

(919) 225-6631 

Lightweight, compact, un- 
stayed rigs add versatility to 
rowboats, canoes, kayaks. 

Guaranteed quality. BATWING: 
Excellent windward ability 
with full battens. NEW!! 

TRI-STAR: Economical batten- 

less sails. TWINS: The ulti- 

mate in downwind control. 

Please send $1.00 for  bro- 
chure. 

VOLVO PENTA 
9, 18, 28 and 43 HP Diesel Engines 

Smaller Size, Less Weight 

Complete Package Including Reverse Gear 
Old Volvo Diesels Rebuilt 

Orr's Island Boat Works, Inc, RFD 1, BOX 731 RT. 24 

(207) 833-5852 ORR’S ISLAND, ME. 04066 

GAMSELL 
HUNTER 
SAILMAKERS 

* 

Cotton and Dacron Sails 
STANDING AND RUNNING RIGGING 

(207) 236-3561 
16 Limerock Street, Camden, 

Maine 04843 

THE ROSS BANDMILL * 
PORTABLE SAWMILL 

US PATENTS 4275632. 4334669 

CANADIAN PATENT 1159342 

OTHER PATENTS PENDING 

AN HONEST 
SIMPLE, RUGGED 
RELIABLE, VERSATILE, 
ONE-MAN SAWMILL 
SAWS ALL WOODS 
Diameters 3 to 17 Inches 
Lengths 8 Inches to Infinity 

= 3 \ THIS MACHINE.IS PROVEN 
ca Wee % i PRICE COMPLETE WITH 

— ' 20 FT TRACK $4950 
5 YR. WARRANTY 

; % WE PIONEERED \ 
THE PORTABLE 
BANDSAW SAWMILL 
a ers 

W.K. ROSS, INC. 
640 Main St., 

W. Hampstead, 
NH 03841 U.S.A 

A 603°329°6320 

Materials 
CO: 

Supplies 

BOAT LUMBER 

White oak, cedar, 

pine, Spruce 

aah, 

Lengths to 16’ 

TCM t ack y 

PGC lame teat iit Cis 

& Kiln driec 

» Widths 

air 

Planedormilledtoroaur 

apecifications 

Willship-s 

peice Jiet 

Specialty Woads 

1218 Old Clinton Road 

Westbrook, CT 06498 

(Judo eco 

5 Gal. Pail 1 Gal. 
$67.50 ea. $15.00 ea. 

BROND 

Distributors of WEST SYSTEM® Epoxy 
Products by Gougeon Brothers, Inc., 
Fynspray brass galley pumps, cus: 
tom running rigging, sailboat hard 
ware. Epifanes paint and varnish 
For ordering & «formation call toll 
free. Dealer inquiries invited. 

a 

POLYESTER RESIN Finest Quality-Always Fresh 
4ormore 20ormore 4 pails or more 
$14.00 ea. 

FIBERGLASS ™ WIDE SELECTION BY THE YARD OR ROLL - FOR EXAMPLE: 

Mat 1-1/2 oz. 38" $2yd Roving 24 0z 38": $3/yd @ Cloth 10 oz 38" $3.85 /yd 

SILICON BRONZE WOOD SCREWS — MANY SIZES FROM 3/4x8 AT $4.80 TO 
3x18 AT $48.75,ALSO STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS AND BRONZE RING NAILS 

GLOUCESTER PAINTS — THE COMPLETE LINE AT 40% & 50% OFF LIST PRICE 

SYSTEM THREE EPOXY RESINS 

MERTON'S FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 399 - East Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Tel. (413) 736-0348 To Order Call Toll Free 1-800-333-0314 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST - WE SHIP U.P.S. ANYWHERE IN USA. 

ala JT suite CHANDLERY 
CORNER VANZANDT & FAREWELL © NEWPORT, RI 02840 

276 SW 33rd St. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
IN RI: (401) 846-8170 , 

Telex: 952-183 JT SHIP NORT 

CANOE HARDWARE 

yin. 7/8" Canoe 
3/8" Oval Brass Stem 
Clinching Irons, 3/16" 
Carriage Bolts, Canoe 
Clear White Cedar. 

uA 

Tacks, 

Bands, 

Bronze 

Plans, 

Price List Available. 

NORTHWOODS CANOE SHOP 

RFD #3, Box 118-2A 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426 

MARINE FASTENERS, 18-8. Stain- 
less, factory direct, 60% savings. 
Free catalog. R&R PRECISION, 
PO Box 1038, Dept. MB,Cheshiré; 
CT 06410-4038, PH: 203-272-8419, 

CLEAR NORTHERN WHITE CEDAR 
© All stock is rouch, 1" thick and square edce. 

© Lengths ~rom 5'to8'andwidths from 4"to10" 

© Will custom mill to your specifications. 

© Full line c= canoe restoration supplies. 

William Clements Boat Builder 

18 Mt. Pleasant St. 

P.O. Box 87 

No. Billerica, MA 01362 

Telephone (803') 663-3103 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
We have the old Atlas Co. ma- 

chines. Pure hard drawn copper. Just 

the thing for lapstrake canoes, skiffs, 

dories. 3 diameters, 1/16", 3/32", 

1/8". 10 sizes, 3/4"=1 1/4". Prices: 

$7.50-$10/1b. Send $1 for sample pack- 

et. STRAWBERY BANKE, INC. 

P.O,B80X 300MB PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 

(With Catalyst) 

$13.00 ea. $65.70 ea. 

IN FL: (305) 463-2022 
1-800-343-9350 
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HANDI-CAT SAILBOAT. Fi- 14-1/2! 
berglass hull, teak trim, spruce 

spars. Comes with galvanized trail-~ 
er. In very good condition except 

for minor tear in sail. This boat 
has only been used two seasons in 

salt water, the rest of the: time it 
was used only in fresh water. A 
new one would cost at least twice; 
the asking price of $4,500. 
JOE POIRER, 98 Commercial St., 
Provinctown, MA 02857, (508) 

487-0850 days, (508) 487-2176 eves. 
(i295 

22' ROWING 

strake, oak 

WHERRY, cedar lap- 
keel and floorboards. 

With sliding seat and riggers, 
chrome plated brass. Two sets of 
oars, passenger seat in stern. Good 

condition. Trailer included. 

$1,700. 
FRANK  PANNENBORG, 505 Ells- 

worth Ave., New Haven, CT 06511, 

(203) 865-099. (12) 

BOAT & GEAR ASSORTMENT. 

ing large collection of boating 
books, oars, half hull models, 

maps, canoeing accessories, camp- 
ing and backpacking equipment, 

rowing shell, Neptune OB motor, 
canoe motor bracket, oarlocks, 

more. Business size SASE for lists. 
CWEN CECIL, Box 584, Manistee, MI 

49660. (11) 

Sell- 

17" MOHAWK JENSEN SOLO RACING 
CANCE, 35 pounds, fiberglass. 
Yellow color, in excellent condi-~ 
tion. Poeus 
SUSAN SCHMIDT, 2007 Pershing 
Shope Durham, NC) ?27705, (919) 

286-0369. (12) 

30 

Cllaseutied Marketplace 
ONE LUNGERS. A 3hp1916 Gray Ma- 
rine, all parts; muffler, coil, 

original carb. etc. This is a real 

honey, a pre oil-gas mix machine 
that runs well and has lots of 
brass. Has special brass marine 
Spark plug. Also have a Redwing 
Shp marine banger, make~or-break 

ignition. Give these sweethearts a 
wet home. 

JOHN BEIRNE, Ipswich, MA, (508) 
356-7485. (12) 

33' COLONIAL CLASSIC SEDAN 
CRUISER, 1952. Twin Crowns (6 
cyl.). Very comfortable with com- 
plete galley, head, sleeps four, 
large salon. Hull solid, new deck. 
Needs minor cosmetic work to top- 
sides. Cedar on ‘oak with mahogany 
trim. Must sell to diminish fleet. 
Also I'm looking to add a catboat! 
Asking $9,000 (negotiable). Located 
in the water in Niantic, CT. 

GREGORY ROTH, New kondon, CT, 

(203) 442-2747. (12) 

25' AMPHIBI-CON SAILBOAT, 1957. 
Made in Denmark, cedar planked, 

$2,995. 

CHARLES MAHALA, Youngstown, 
NY, (76) 745-3290. (20p) 

"PROBLEMS IN SMALL BOAT DE- 
SIGN", a book comprising selected 

papers by members of the Society of 
Small Craft Designers, published by 
Sheridan House, 1959, 246 pages. 
Contains technical articles on 
scantling rules, noise and vibra- 
tion problems, prop’ performance 

and more. Includes papers by Gard- 
en, Tarbox, Wittholz, others. As 
new, with dust jacket, $25 
OWEN CECIL, Box 584, Manistee, Ml 

49660. (12) 

ELVER SAILS, 9 oz. tanbark main, 
jib and mizzen. Very little used, 
like new. $325 or b.o. 
JEFF BROWN, Rt. 1 Box 169A, St. 
Regis== Falls; NY © 12980, ~ (315) 
328-4778, (11) 

KEY LARGO CCTTAGE, studio type, 
sunny, warm, enjoy’ waterfront, 
tropical foliage. Rent includes 16' 
daysailer and windsurfer. $365 per 
week. 
SHOAL WATER CRUISES, Key Lar- 
go, FL, (305) 451-0083. (TF) 

26' SEA SKIFF , built 1956 by Ed- 
wards Boat Yard, Falmouth, MA. 

Mahogany planks ‘on oak frames. 
Large afterdeck and cozy cabin 
with bunks for two. Six cylinder 
Chrysler Crown marine gas engine. 

Second engine for parts. Hull and 
engine sound but both need work. 

$2,000 negotiable. Send a postcard, 
{ will call with complete informa-~ 
tion. 

NEIL REISEL, 57 Lovers Ln., E. 
Lyme, CT 06333, (11p) 

NAUTICAL YARD sALE, SATUR- 
DAY, OCT. 21, 10-5. Nautical trea- 

sures, boats, hardware, software. 

Some new (still in original boxes). 
Some old and well used but still 

serviceable. Collected from cellars, 

attics, backyards of sailors all ov~ 

er Mattapoisett and beyond. (Rain 
date Sunday Oct. 22). 
AT PETER DUEFF'S) “8s arborea 

Mattapoisett, MA 02739, (508) 
758-4991. (At the "Ship Models For 
Sale" sign). (11) 

STAINLESS STEEL BEER KEG with 
welded ring at each end. $25 or 
best offer. 

JOSEPH ROGERS, Framingham, MA, 

(508) 872-4206. (12) 

10' FOLBOT JUNIOR KAYAK, 20 

pounds, vinyl skin over wood 
frame. Green hull, blue deck, ex- 
cellent condition, Paddle included, 

$400. 
SUSAN SCHMIDT, 
St., Durham, NC 

286-0369. (12) 

TO=1/72! ULTRALIGHT DOUBLE 
TOURING KAYAK, Monfort "Geodes~ 
ic" construction, heat shrink air- 
craft dacron skin over lightweight 
wooden frame. Weighs 40 pounds. 

Light blue color, in excellent con- 
dition, with double paddles. $250. 
SUSAN SCHMIDT, 2007 Pershing 
Sion 1D oe vi. ANG) TAD) CS) 
286-0369. (12) 

2007 
27705, 

Pershing 

(919) 

19' LIGHTNING sloop, wooden, 1961 

in very good condition. Hull strip- 
ped and refinished 1989. Two suits 
of sails and spinnaker. Trailer re-~ 
painted with new lights and tires. 
$1,000. 
ART PETERSON, Box 720, Asbury, 
NJ 08802, (201) 735-5462. (11) 

20' BANGOR PACKET sliding seat 
single rowing wherry. Nigh 
strength cold molded cedar laminate 
hull (can stand on bottom in wat- 
er). Built and reinforced by Brook- 
lin Boat Yard in Maine. Only 

Slightly used. Wineglass transom, 

narrow beam (24"), light weight 
(about 75 pounds), with carbon fi-~ 
ber oars (9'9" ea.) all make it fly 
in the water. Exquisite lines. 
Boat, oars, extra seat for $2,300. 
(new cost $3,500). 
MICHAEL MOSER, Portland, ME, 

(207) 773-7162 eves aft. 7pm, (207) 
289-2291 days. (11) 

PORTABLE DWELLING’ INFO-LET- 
TER: About camping, hiking, bi- 
cycling, travelling and living in a 
tent, camper, trailer, boat, remote 
cabin, etc. Reader written, frank 

discussions. Sample $1. 
P.O.B. 190-ME, Philomath, OR 
97370. TE 



GOOD WINTER PROJECT. Interna-~ 
tional 210 on trailer, ready to tow 

away. Needs some work. $950. 
J1M FUNK, Mystic, Cl 

(203)535-4424 days,  (203)536~9837 

eves. (11) 

27! CHESAPEAKE KETCH, Chapelle 
design, marconi rigged, club footed 
jib, bowsprit, 7.5hp Evinrude. Ve- 

ry traditional, fun to sail, cheap 
ininimal cruiser. $5,000. 
JEFF RUSSELL, Osterville, MA, 

(508) 420-3751. (11) 

"WOODENBOAT", Issues #32 (1/80) 

to #73 (12/86). Available for bart- 
er, sale or to someone who will 

give them a good home. 
JOHN CHANDLER, Hamilton, MA, 

(508) 468-2872. (11) 

"SMALL BOAT JOURNAL". Issues 
#17 (1/81) to #26 (9/82) and Issues 
#33 (11/83) to #68 (9/89) (missing 

#48, #53, #54, #63, #64) plus Vol. 

Inaliamcmeynl2e ands Vol. I1,#2 & #3. 

Available for barter, sale or to 

someone who will give them a good 
home. 

JOHN CHANDLER, Hamilton, MA, 

(508) 468-2872. (11) 

COLLECTOR'S ITEM. "Woodenboat" 

Vol. I, #1 in excellent condition. 

For sale at $25 or trade for a boat- 

ing book or two, or something in-~ 

teresting. 
JOHN CHANDLER, Hamilton, MA, 

(508) 468~2872. (11) 

PHOENIX BROWN PELICAN’ SEA 

KAYAK, foot braces, spray skirt, 
cockpit cover, more. About 35 

pounds. 
BOB BLICHMANN, Worcester, MA, 

(508) 792-6825. (11) 

WANTED. Onboard (preferred) or 
Oarmaster rowing unit, complete or 
component parts. Two _ inflatable 
hulls from a Catapult sailing cata-~ 
maran. 
ROY CALLOW, 52 DeFerriet Ct., 

Fairhope, AL 36532. (11) 

NEW & USED OLD TOWN CANOES, 
Used 17' ‘Tripper, $395. Used 16! 
fiberglass, $225. New Chief square 
sterns, $349, 

FERNALDS, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 

01951, (508) 465-0312. (11) 

OLD BOAT PLANS. Copies from 
"Mechanix Illustrated", "Science & 
Mechanics", "Motorboating & Sail- 

ing", "Sports Afield Annuals". 
Hundreds. Catalog $4. 
E.G. RAGSDALE, P.O. Box 48, 

Westlake, OR 97493, (503) 997-7818. 
(TF) 

21~1/2!' DRASCOMBE DRIFTER, 
gunter rigged shoal draft F.G. 
yawl, 1979. In very good condition. 
9.9 Johnson O.B. Sleeps two in 
cabin, two in cockpit. Asking 

$7,500. 
DAVE HINSMAN, 67 Algonquin Park 
Dr., Plattsburgh, NY 12901, (518) 
561-7386. (TF) 

ESCAPE NEW ENGLAND WINTER! 

Sail beautiful, warm Florida Bay in 
our 25' and 34! leeboard sharpies. 
Nicely equipped, bareboat charters. 
Fabulous waters, secluded cruis~- 

ing. Cottage also available. 
KEY LARGO SHOAL WATER CRUIS=- 

ES, P.O. Box 1180, Key Largo, FI 
33037, (305) 451-0083. (TF) 

ADIRONDACK GUIDEBOATS. The 
largest selection of Guide Boats and 
historically correct accessories 
available from one source. We offer 
traditionally built boats, modern 

materials reproductions, paddles, 
oars, yokes and hardware. Some 
trades are accepted. 
THE INDIAN POINT GUIDEBOAT 
COMPANY, 732 Midland Ave., Mid~ 
land, PA 15052, (412) 643-5457. 

WANTED. I've acquired plans for 
Phil Rhodes’ 19' "Kustenjolle", 
planning to build one, but would 
first like to see one. Some were 
built in this country. Does anyone 
know of one? 
JIM BEGGINS, P.O. Box 457, Green- 

port, NY 1944. (10) 

"THE CARIBBEAN ON $5 A DAY. A 
Sea Gypsy Handbook for Living in 
Paradise" by Fritz Seyfarth, The 
sailboat as an island retreat. The 
secret is simplicity afloat, using 
the boat like the olden times gyp- 
sies who roamed the countryside in 
their wagons, self-contained life 
support modules, making a living 

by their hands and wits. Quality 
softcover, $8.25 postpaid. 
SPANISH MAIN PRESS, 
Plaza eoultes colo. 

00802. (TF) 

Red Hook 
Thomas, VI 

FREE ~- WEE LASSIE NEWSLET'TER. 
Anyone interested in the Wee Las-~ 

sie type of double paddle canoe is 
invited to sign up for a free copy 
of my occasional newsletter on the 

subject. 
MAC MC CARTHY, Feather Canoes, 

3080 N. Washington Blvd., Saraso~ 
ta, FL 33580. (TF) 

11' WHITEHALL type sail/cat rig- 
ped, cartoppable. Okume ply on oak 

and mahogany. Sail with reefing 
points. Beautiful lines. Was $2,400, 
now $1,800. Also Gloucester light 
dory demonstrator (slightly used) 
$500. 
O'CONNELL'S WOODEN BOAT SHOP, 

345 KE. Grant St., Lancaster, PA 

7603, (77) 299-1663 aft. 3pm. (11) 

18' ALDEN O BOAT, ready to be 
converted into schooner as_ de- 

scribed by Peter Duff's series in 
recent issues. Refastening needs 
to be completed, also recaulking or 

fiberglassing per your preference. 
Includes complete original sloop rig 
in good shape with all rigging, 
sails. $750 with rig, $500 without. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA, (508) 
774-0906 eves. best. 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE TO 
SUBSCRIBERS. Anyone who is a 
subscriber to MESSING ABOUT IN 
BOATS may run a classified ad at 
any time, as often as desired dur- 
ing the term of the subscription, at 
no cost. An ad will appear in two 
successive issues following receipt. 
To continue after that, the sub- 
scriber must request further publi- 
cation of the ad. Commercial adver- 
tising is NOT available free, but 
anyone in the trade who subscribes 
may run a free classified ad for 
any personal boat or gear. Product 
lines and services for hire are 
commercial ads and can be run at a 

cost of 10 cents per word per issue 
run. Mail your ad copy to BOATS, 
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984. 

9-140 hp DIESEL ENGINES 
SMALLER SIZE - LESS WEIGHT 

COMPLETE PACKAGE 
INCLUDING REVERSE GEAR 

ORR'S ISLAND BOAT WORKS, INC. 

IRIEVOY Ah, VBR BNE, IR 22 

Orr's Island, ME 04066 (207 )833-5852 

DETROIT AREA/LAKE St. CLAIR 
Sailing Sea/Touring Kayaks 

Balogh Sail Designs 

HUGH HORTON SMALL BOATS 
15175 Hamilton, DM ., Detroit, MI 48203 

: PH: 313-868-7900 

ON DISPLAY. 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELLS. 
All types and colors, parts 

and accessories. 

FREE LESSONS 

KAYA KSi= 

DINGHIES - 

CANOES 

SKIFFS 

THE SMALL BOAT SHOP 
at Rex Marine Center 

144 Water St, South Norwalk, CT 06854 

203-854-5223 
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Interested in traditional small boats? 

JOIN TSCA! 
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES: 

* A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE ASH BREEZE 

* MEMBERS’ DISCOUNT BOOK SERVICE 

° INSURED SMALL CRAFT EVENTS 

The Traditional Small Craft Association is 
a non-profit tax-exempt educational or- 
ganization which seeks to preserve and 
encourage the design, construction, and 
use of traditional small craft. Annual dues 
$15 (Tax Deductible) 

Write to: The Secretary 
The Traditional Small Craft Association 
P. O. Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355 

TEST DRIVE 
A WEST EPOXY 

Some companies expect to sell you their version of 

west epoxy sight unseen. System Three Resins 
allows you to test drive our west epoxy before you buy. 

Here’s how: 

GET A SYSTEM THREE EPOXY 
TRIAL KIT 

You'll get The Epoxy Book and a little white box 

packed with over 15 items so you can coat and 

fiberglass wood, glue a few things and make some 
fillets - all the things you need to know to use epoxy 

correctly to build your dream. 

Send $ 10.00 for your trial kit today and we’ll toss 
you the keys to the Cadillac of west epoxies. The 
only one still available at Chevrolet prices. Send us 
an order after your test drive and we’ll knock the 
Trial Kit cost off the sticker price. 

SUCH A DEAL! 

SYSTEM THREE RESINS SSIEM| |: Saupe SEATTLE, WA 98107 

(206) 782-7976 

THE EPOXY BOOK is available separately for $ 5.00. 

Cadillac and Chevrolet are trademarks of General Motors. 
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Subscribe 
24 Issues -$20 
MAIL THIS FORM (OR A COPY 
OF IT) WITH YOUR CHECK FCR 
$20 PAYABLE TO “‘BOATS” TO: 

BOATS 
29 BURLEY ST, 
WENHAM, MA 01984 

NAME : 

MATOS ADDRESS. 5 (22 ceemessneinnseneneeneesst ian 

Sr Yes 

STATE: ZLP.: 

IF AT ANY TIME YOU FEEL THAT ‘‘MESSING ABOUT 
IN BOATS” ISN*T OF FURTHER INTEREST, JUST LET 
US KNOW, WE’LL REFUND THE UNUSED PORTION 
OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FEE, NO HASSLE! 
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