
Volume 8 ~Number 5 



TT au 

messing about 
in°BOATS 
PUBLISHED TWICE A MONTH, 24 
ISSUES A YEAR. SUBSCRIPTION 
PRICE IS $20 FOR 24 ISSUES. 

ADDRESS: 29 BURLEY ST. 
WENHAM, MA 01984 
TEL. (508) 774-0906 
PUBLISHER & EDITOR: BOB HICKS 

OUR GUARANTEE: IF AT ANY 
TIME YOU DO NOT FEEL YOU ARE 
GETTING YOUR MONEY'S WORTH, 
JUST LET US KNOW, WE'LL RE-= 
FUND YOU THE UNFULFILLED POR~ 
TION OF YOUR SURSCRIPTION 
PAYMENT. 

Our Next Issue... 
Will feature our coverage of 

the Albany (NY) Wooden Boat Festi- 
val held in late June, an outstand- 
ing success. In whatever room we 
have left over we will bring you 
three cautionary tales about small 
boats on big waters, and a sort of 
travelogue on "Storybook Rivers of 
the Maryland Eastern Shore". From 
amongst the many designs and pro- 
jects in hand we'll pick what we 
can find room for from amongst a 
pair of punts, a kayakamaran for 
paraplegics, a look at the new "Su- 
perbrick" from Bolger, a canoe 
built of recycled paper, etc. In the 
wings are dozens more articles on 
adventures’ afloat and _ projects 
ashore. 

On the Cover... 
Is a picture of a man trying 

to tip over a canoe. No, he's actu- 
ally demonstrating how to almost 
tip over a canoe while paddling it 
in what is known as "freestyle" 
technique. Just one scene from the 
North American Canoe Symposium at 
Bridgeton, ME, held in early June, 
and covered in detail in this issue. 

The reliving of the explora- 
tions of an earlier era, one hardly 
two centuries old, has been made 
possible for "ordinary people" today 
by much faster access to the barren 
lands. One can drive far into the 
north today by truck, and then be 
flown the rest of the way by bush 
pilots who have a unique business 
going in such work. It's possible 
to get to a very remote starting 
point hundreds of miles from the 
last outpost of civilization today in 
just a few days. Then one can be 
off on weeks of solitary adventur- 
ing, travelling some truly wild 
river hundreds of miles, living off 
Supplies carried along, seeing no- 
body else but one's companions, if 
any.» And when the end of the trip 
is reached, a plane will come and 
pick up the adventurers and return 
them to the real world. Enroute, 
should anything go wrong, radio or 
emergency beacons’ will summon 
help from the air. 

This all makes me, an arm- 
chair sort, really appreciate what 
the original explorers did. For 
whatever reason, usually one with 
commercial profit behind it, once a 
group set out on an exploration, 
they were truly on their own. No 

Small boat adventures abound, 

and sooner or later, those of the 
most demanding sort tend to head 
for the arctic wastes. There's an 
allure that some people find hard to 
resist that radiates from that bar- 
ren and hostile part of the world. 
No people around, emptiness every- 
where, space in abundance. A pret- 
ty good replica of what it must 
have once been like to be an ex- 
plorer of uncharted lands and wat- 
ers can be experienced in such a 
land. 

The canoe seems to be the 

craft of choice for these arctic ad- 
ventures today, most of which in- 

volve running major rivers that 
empty into the Arctic Ocean. The 
canoe is an established river craft, 

can be maneuvered _ successfully 
through some pretty demanding 
water conditions, carries enough 
gear to support long term travel 

away from supply sources, and can 
be backpacked when the water is 
too rugged or too little. 

No longer is it only the pro- 
fessional explorer or adventurer 
who heads for the arctic. People 
like you and I are doing it, people 
with sufficient skills to contend 
with the technical demands the riv- 
ers make and with the emotional 
balance needed to not only endure 
the isolation and required self-suf- 
ficiency, but also to actually rel- 
ish it. They are not armchair ad- 
venturers, but they are not profes- 
sionals either. Skilled and talented 
amateurs is probably the best des- 
cription of these folks. 

charts or maps, no radio contact, 
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no airlifting. Off into what was 
really an unknown, with at best 
information from the indigenous na- 
tive population, indians and eski- 
mos, who sparsely populated the far 
north. 

One modern adventurer I know 
personally, Robert Perkins, decided 
to paddle the 600 mile long Back 
River, starting from Great Slave 
Lake, crossing a height of land to 
the headwaters of the Back, and 

then canoeing solo for some 6 
weeks down that stream. He had 

been inspired to do this from read- 
ing the journal of George Back, 
who was a British army officer who 
had been assigned the task of tak- 
ing a group of troops overland from 
the Hudson Bay Company post on 
Great Slave Lake to the arctic to 
look for signs of the lost Franklin 
expedition, which had set sail to 
discover the Northwest Passage 
several years before, and had not 
been heard from since. 

Robert had a light, special- 
ly-built canoe, an emergency posi- 
tion indicator beacon, and a 
mid-trip rendezvous with some 
friends and film people who flew in 
to catch some of the trip on film 
for a subsequent documentary. But 
he was alone and dealt with all 
that implies in so lonely a land. 
When he arrived at the end of his 
trip, he was picked up by a bush 
plane. 

George Back and his troops 
had to hike into Great Slave Lake, 
build river  bateaus_ there, get 
these up over the intervening high 
ground to the river that now bears 
his name and that was presumed to 
go to the Arctic Ocean, and head 
downstream without charts or know- 
ledge of what lay ahead. This they 
did, and after scouting the shores 
of the Arctic Ocean where the river 
ended, and finding no sign of 
Franklin, they turned around and 
rowed those bateaus back up that 
600 miles! All this involved a lot 
of time and being out there other 
than in the brief summer months. 
Yet, Back did not lose a man. 

This is not to belittle the ac- 
complishments of today's adventur- 
ers. It is to put into perspective 
how things have changed, how to- 
day an adventure, while demanding 

and risky, simply does not have 
the implacable demands upon one's 
self-reliance that men _ scarcely 
two-hundred years ago, even less 
than one-hundred years ago in some 

instances, had to face up to. Today 
such adventuring is a lark, pur- 
sued for reasons of personal re- 
ward. When these places were first 
explored, the’ people doing it were 
working at their jobs. And they 
were truly out of touch with the 
rest of the world, alone in the 

wilderness, and they'd better not 
make any big mistakes. 
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Paddling Around 

MANSFIELD HOLLOW CANOE DAY 
Mansfield Hollow Canoe Day, 

an gala event sponsored by a num- 
ber of organizations in eastern 
Connecticut, was held on May 20, a 

cold overcast Sunday. As soon as I 
arrived, I regretted not bringing 
my camera, for the scene was live- 
ly and cheerful despite the wintry 
weather. There were two tents with 
bulletin boards, posters and pen- 
nants, where information was avail- 

able; one representing the Connec- 
ticut Canoe Racing Association and 
the other the Columbia Canoe Club, 
whose recently acquired clubhouse 
was just up the path towards Mans- 
field Hollow Dam. Along the lake- 
side were some half-dozen stations 
at which enthusiasts were readying 
brightly colored canoes and kayaks 
of every description for demonstra- 
tions. 

I found myself attracted to the 
sea kayak exhibition conducted by 
Jim Ellis of Blue Heron Kayaks, 

who demonstrated a_ self-rescue 
float which worked something like 
an outrigger on his nifty Northwest 
Kayak "Esprit". Later he put to- 
gether a Nautiraid "Packer", a tan- 
dem folding kayak that swallowed 
up without a trace a tent, two 

sleeping bags, two backpacks, a 
cook kit and various other camping 
paraphernalia. Jim convincingly 
made the case that for the camper 
who loves to be on the water, a sea 
kayak is the way to go. 

Chuck Herrick and Sue 
Audette of the Columbia Canoe Club 
demonstrated how to paddle and ma- 
neuver canoes and kayaks’ with 

some help from brave souls who re- 
luctantly performed eskimo rolls in 
the frigid water. Most of the high 
school set were attracted to the 
kayaks and took their turns trying 
them out, while old folks tried 

their luck in canoes. 

In addition to basic instruc- 

tion, Canoe Day featured a poling 
demonstration by Nelson Walker, a 
whitewater rolling clinic by Dave 
Sheddrick, Olympic sprint races, 
war canoe rides, a flatwater racing 
clinic, canoe games, a clinic on 
wilderness tripping, and a celebri- 
ty canoe race. 

As I was about to leave for 
3G the graduation exercises at the un- 

iversity, I counted a crowd of more 
Ms ys than fifty, with cars and vans still 

arriving. As Rick Weber, president 
of the Connecticut Canoe Racing 
Association suggested, there ap- 
pears to be a revived interest in 
paddling craft, particularly among 
the young. It is interesting to note 
that though both sponsoring organ- 
izations were founded to promote 
racing, they now actively encour- 
age the more casual paddler. 

Jim Lacey, Willimantic, CT. 

THIS WATER IS MOVING! 

Oh, no, what do I do now? 

What do I do with this water, it's 
moving! If I stop paddling even for 
a moment, whole worlds go by and, 
oh no, I have to do something 

quickly, I'm about to go crashing 
over a bunch of rocks! Oh, now 

I'm going backwards, I just made 
that reverse gate with a conserva-~ 
tive upstream ferry, but now I'm 
wildly rushing downstream  back~ 
wards. I had better turn around 
quickly before I wash over those 
nasty rocks looming up  down- 
stream. 

This is too fast, we don't 
have to deal with this in sea kay-~ 
aking except in rips, amd even 
then I usually know what to do 

about it. I'm okay and things are 
predictable. This river is fast, too 

fast. Oh no, now that I've turned 
around facing forward again, 
things are still happening too fast, 
just too fast. All right now, back 
paddle, slow down, now make the 

next gate. But now the current is 

sweeping me into those rocks. I 
have to figure out how to do these 
eddy turns without losing speed 
and directional control. Now I have 
to fight upstream to get through 

that gate, the eddy is forcing me 
into the rocks and the current is 
trying to drag me downstream. I'm 

supposed to be going upstream with 
some better directional control. I 
feel helpless, I have much _ to 
learn. 

For the next gate I had best 
ferry with my bow at 180 degrees 
to the current, if I let my bow fall 
off I won't make the reverse gate. 
keep that bow upstream. Okay, go 
through the reverse gate. No, don't 

touch those poles. Oh, this is 
close, I don't like this, I thought 
that I had this gate lined up per~ 
fectly and now I'm being carried 
off terribly close to one of the 

poles. Next time I'll try to figure 
out better what I should be doing 
to keep control passing through a 
gate. 

This is fun, and I like the 
challenge of the whitewater. The 
more I learn about whitewater pad-~ 
dling technique and gain an under-~ 
standing of how the water behaves, 

the better paddler I will be in all 
sorts of situations. There is much 
more to paddling than just propell- 
ing the kayak along, and even 
though this Class 1 whitewater 
seems complicated, I am _ looking 
forward to learning more of these 
whitewater paddling skills. 

Gail Ferris, Stony Creek, CT. 

THE ULTIMATE WHITE WATER 
Perhaps you heard or saw in 

the news about the paddler who 
went over Niagara Falls on June 
6th. According to the published re- 
ports, Jessie Sharp, who lived on 

the Ocoee River in Tennessee, ap- 
parently expected to survive the 
falls, for he had made dinner res- 
ervations for that evening, and had 

friends on hand filming his attempt 
at running the "ultimate whitewat~ 
er". 

Sharp's body was not recov- 
ered, but his boat, a 13' downriver 
kayak, was found folded over in 
half. Falls officials said the body 
might not surface anywhere near 
the falls, but miles downstream if 
at all. After going over the falls, 
Sharp planned to paddle four miles 
of treacherous rapids below and ne- 

gotiate a whirlpool before coming 
ashore at Lewiston, NY, where he 

had left his car. 
Friends stated that Sharp was 

not suicidal, that he lived to pad- 

dle, and that he was confident of 
his ability to do the trick. The 
challenge seemed to be that of sur- 
mounting a "can't be done" white- 
water situation. Until it has been 
tried, such paddlers speculate on 
the possibilities. He had _ been 
planning the attempt for some ten 

years, an earlier attempt in 1979 
was aborted when friends talked 
him out of it above the falls. On 
his kayak was’ emblazoned _ the 
name, "Rapidman". 

The proposed technique, acy 
cording to friends, involved get- 
ting going fast enough when he 
reached the brink that he would 
arc out beyond the falls and nose 
dive into the pool 172 feet below, 
where his boat would then pop back 
up to the surface. He had been 
training intensively for the past 
two years. His boat was supposedly 
rigged with restraining lines to 
hold him in it when he hit the bot- 
tom of the falls. He was reported to 
be out on the water on his home 
rivers when it was too high for 
anyone else to have a go at it. 

While this failed attempt would 
seem to confirm that Niagara Falls 
"can't be done", one whitewater ex- 
pert was quoted as_ stating that 
someday it would be, but not with 
today's equipment. He pointed out 
that in the past ten years many 
such "can't be done" sections have 
been successfully run. 

From Published U.P.I. Reports 

OVER 700 NAUTICAL VIDEOS 

For sale and rent (one-week rental 

time). For catalog contact Seven 

Oceans Video, 23 Warner St., News 
port, RI 02840, (401) 846-0001. 



FUTURE MESSABOUTS 
By the time you are reading 

this report, the next "Messabout" 
will have taken place on June 10th 
at Mission Bay in San Diego. Fu- 
ture gatherings are_ tentatively 
planned for August 5th, September 
9th, October 7th, November 4th and 

December 2nd. Newport Back Bay 

and a Lake Perris weekend are be- 
ing considered. A caravan to Baja 
is also a possibility. 

Continued communication will 
require some financial support from 
interested readers. If you've read 
this far you know by now whether 
you're interested. If you are, con- 
tribute $5 to get on my mailing list 
for notices of all upcoming gather- 
ings and issues of my little paper, 
"SCSBMS News". There ain't no 
such thing as a free lunch! 

Joe Tribulato, 6465 Longridge 
Ave., Van Nuys, CA 91401, (818) 
762-8945. 

"SHEARWATER" SCOOTS ALONG 
Everything was put on the 

back burner here in late May while 
I pushed to complete a Joel White 
"Shearwater" for a young couple. 
We christened the boat on the 28th, 

and she rows very nicely, really 
scoots along under a double set of 
oars. I'm pleased with the project. 
Elliot Wilcox, Bayberry Creek Boat- 
shop, 311 Chaffinch Island Rd., 
Guilford, CT 06437. 

WONDERFUL BOATS 

I own duckboats. If you be- 
lieve, as I do, that form follows 

function, these are wonderful 

boats. 

Here's my renewal, thank you 

for your personal note. Ordinarily 
I hear from a publisher's software. 

Ted Lundrigan, Pine River, 

MN 

MELLIE MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS 

At the Bowdoinham (ME) Town 
Hall Preservation Fair in the fall 

of '89, Mellie, our retriever, was 

photographed "messing about. in 
boats". 

Ed Friedman, Dragonworks, 
Bowdoinham, ME. 

Your 
Commentary 

IDEAL FOR DK CONSTRUCTION? 
Some nice articles of late, es- 

pecially on the small boats which 
appeal to me. I was particularly 
interested in the idea of the 3-me- 
ter multihull concept put forward 
by John R. Marples. This seems 
like a great idea, somewhat along 
the lines of the mini-12 meter 
yachts. 

I wondered if there would be 
sufficient interest in the mini-mul- 
tihull for me to produce a DK ver- 
sion? It seems like an ideal boat 
for DK construction. Do any read- 

ers find this of interest? I'd like 
to hear from any who do. A DK 
multihull would depart from my 
tradition of no more than _ two 
sheets of ply, but I still think it 
would be an economical version of 
what seems to me to be an interest- 
ing class of boats. 

The "Sleeper" dinghy (March 
15 cover story) was also a novel 

idea, maybe I should consider de- 

signing a deep keel version of my 
"Imp" dinghy for world cruising. 
"Boats" certainly attracts some in- 
teresting creations in which to get 
afloat, long may it continue. 

Dennis Davis, DK _ Designs, 
The Flat, Himbleton Manor, Droit- 

wich, Wores WR9 7LE, England. 

WILL LAUAN DELAMINATE? 
Right now I am building a 

Bolger Zephyr tack-and-tape of 5mm 
lauan underlayment plywood. I am 
tempting fate, as a boat I built of 

the stuff in 1978 delaminated. I 
have been running a lot of tests 
lately on the stuff. It won't pass a 
boil test; I think that's because the 
thick core distorts so much. It does 
pass the dishwasher test of leaving 
a piece in the silverware basket for 
several weeks. About once a week I 
dry it and another sample that has 
been continuously immersed in wat- 
er for four hours in the kitchen 
oven at about 150 degrees F. None 
of them has come apart 

Dave Carnell, 322 Pages Creek 
Dr., Wilmington, NC 28405. 

MORE ON GRINDING FIBERGLASS 
Regarding Peter Duff's re- 

sponse to the inquiry on grinding 
fiberglass and cleaning plugged 
discs, I have found that round al- 

uminum cake pans of sufficient size 
make great containers and covers 

for the acetone in which the plug- 
ged discs can be soaked. If 7" 
discs are being used, for example, 
buy 8" and 9" diameter cake pans. 
Drop the discs into the 8" pan, add 
acetone to cover, and cover this 
with the 9" pan upside down. This 
greatly reduces evaporation of the 
acetone. About two hours will loos- 
en the plastic plugging the discs, 
or you can leave it overnight. This 
only works on the better quality 
resin-backed discs, the cheapos 
turn into mush in the acetone. 

The acetone can be filtered 
through a disposable dust mask and 
re-used. Keep in mind that all 
normal warnings apply. Acetone is 
flammable and explosive, so no 
flames or sparks; wear rubber 
gloves that won't dissolve in the 
solvent; don't drink any, etc.... 

John Smith, Ambler Boat 

Works, Lansdale, PA. 

2 SR a EE 

FLEA MARKET FLIGHT OF FANCY 
I found the following poem 

folded up in a used book I bought 
at a flea market. I don't know if 
the poet was a literary luminary or 
a local, but suspect the latter after 
reading it. 

Andy Updegrove, Marblehead, 
MA 

"Heard off the Yacht Club Float" 

She slid away from her mooring 
With never a backward glance, 

Unless you count a rippling wake 
That pierced his heart like a 
lance; 

She was up and off for the races 
With a gay, expectant crowd... 
Well, he bobbed away at 
mooring, 

He was tough all right, and proud. 

his 

"Say, Bill", said an old white gull 
Checking any chance disclosure, 
"Don't let this race stuff get your 

goat, 
it's not the cat's ambrosia. ‘ 
Remember, you fetched Owl's Head 
In that easterly just last March? 
These foreign sharks would have 
busted 
Like sticks of rotten larch. 

So he bobbed away at his mooring 
In nautical sophistry, 
As his bright blue lady-fair and 
fleet 
Picked up her buoy pensively. 
She longed for her native Finland 
And he for his M.D.I. 
For he was the good old "Barnacle 
Bill®: 
And she was the "Thousand Eye". 
W. Griffin Gribbel, Camden, ME, 

August 18, 1933. 



MORE PERVERSE VERSE From the "Muse of Canoes" 
2 Uhereus nothing — absolutely nothing— 
ites ae 

half so much worth doing 
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about in boats. as simply messing 

MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS? Do 
it in top quality, 100% cotton, silk- 
screened T-shirts featuring original 
drawings and famous quotation 
from Wind in the Willows. Light 
bideron tanaoeMe Le XL ($1459 
postpaid. DESIGN WORKS, Dept. 
MC, PO Box 3394, Silver Spring, 
MD 20918. > 

: 

Bloated boat looking overfed, Unless you've got a cartop yacht, 
Bellyaching about overhead. Then overhead's your jolly lot! Small Boat Exchange 

JOHN L. FREEMAN 

DAYSAILERS * CRUISING SAILBOATS 
CLASSIC SEAWORTHY POWERCRAFT 

ROWING SHELLS ¢ FINE ROWING CRAFT 
CANOES ¢ KAYAKS * DINGHIES 

CUSTOM BOATBUILDING 
ON THE WATERFRONT 

16 KILBURN ST. BURLINGTON, V1 

(802) 864-5437 
BROKERAGE FOR SAIL AND POWER 

DRAGONWORKS, INC. 

Importers of the Islander 

Fiberglass & Plastic 
Whitewater & Sea Kayaks 

from U.K. & U.S.A. 

AccessorieseTourse|Instruction 

RR 1, Box 1186 
Bowdoinham, ME 04008 

(207) 666-8481 

SCHORPIOEN 
a sailing yarn, a novel, from one of the 

world’s great small boat designers 

PHILIP C. BOLGER 
that is nautically impeccable, clench-nails you 

to your chair, and may even be of socially 
redeeming value. 

Soft cover, 208 pages, $12.95, At your nautical 

bookseller, or by mail, postpaid from its publisher, 

Duff & Duff, 28 Harbor Road, Mattapoisett, MA 02739 

INLAND SEA KAYAK CENTER 

BERKSHIRE OUTFITTERS 
CANOE & KAYAK CENTER 

RT.8, ADAMS, MA 01220 

(413) 743-5900 (Tues.-Sat.) 



Wing Systems 

Touring Shell 

. . The 1-Boat Fleet 

_— 

A breakthrough in performance, ver- - 
satility, safety and value, Wing’s 
Touring Shell converts in minutes — 
from single or double rowing shell 
‘into a single or double touring kayak. 
Easy enough for a child to handle, 
fast on smooth water, safe in open 
water. Cartop it anywhere. Touring 
Shell with one Piantedosi RoWing’ 
-$1,735, Touring Shell as single 
kayak -$1,360. Order directly for. 
free shipping. Or call for more infor- 
mation and dealers. 

Wing Systems P.O. Box 568, Dept. 2A3 
Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
For orders, (516) 922-2656 Collect 

MAINE COAST KAYAKERS... 
Make our Inn your head- 
quarters when exploring 
the coast of Mt. Desert 
Island and the streams 
and lakes of Acadia! 

A Bed & Breakfast Inn 

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 
207-288-5091 

10 Summer Street 

Barbara and Jim Kelly, Innkeepers 

Member Maine Island Trail Assac. 

ON DISPLAY 
INDOORS 

LOTS OF 
PRE-OWNED 
SAILBOATS 

COM PAC 16,19,23,27 
PRECISION®14°516,17,18 721,23 
SEA PEARL 21 - PIN TAIL 14 
POINT JUDE 16 - STARWING 
SAILING CANOES & DINGHIES 

FERNALD’S 
RT. 1A NEWBURY, MASS. 01961 

(508) 465-0312 

HAPPENINGS 
BLACKBURN CHALLENGE 

The 20 mile open ocean Black- 
burn Challenge race for human 
powered boats takes place on July 
28th at Gloucester, MA, a circum- 

navigation of Cape Ann, including 
three miles of tidal river and 17 
miles of open ocean coastal going. 
All rowing and paddling craft suit- 
able for open ocean use are wel- 
comed. John Spencer, (508) 

546-9022. 

ADIRONDACK GOODBOAT RENDEZ# 
vous 

Short notice, but Mason Smith, 

designer and builder of the Adiron- 
dack Goodboat has scheduled a ren- 
dezvous of owners of, and other 
persons interested in, his craft for 
July 28-29 at Long Lake in the Ad- 
irondacks of upstate New York. It 
will be a good time to try out 
Mason's design, and other types of 
small sailing/rowing craft can be 
brought along to join in the fun. 
Mason Smith, (518) 624-6398. 
. 

CANOE ORIENTEERING 
Finding your way by canoe 

from point to point over a pre- 
scribed course using a map and 
compass is the objective of canoe 
orienteering. Upcoming on July 
29th is the New England Champion- 
ship on the Charles River and No- 
rumbega Lakes in the greater Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts area. Karl 

Stephens, (40) 245-6005. 

WCHA ASSEMBLY 
The Wooden Canoe _ Heritage 

Association holds its Annual As- 
sembly August 2-6 at St. Joseph's 
College on Sebago Lake in N. Wind- 
ham, ME. A great gathering for 
anyone who loves traditional ca- 
noes. Information from Tom’ 
MacKenzie, (608) 231-2192. 

ATLANTIC COAST SEA KAYAKING 
SYMPOSIUM 

L.L. Bean sponsors its 9th 
Annual Atlantic Coast Sea Kayaking 
Symposium at Maine Maritime Acad- 
emy in Castine, Maine, August 3-5 

for all levels of sea kayak enthusi- 
ast. Included is a large trade dis- 
play of kayaks for tryouts. L.L. 
Bean Public Clinics, L.L. Bean Re- 

tail Store, Freeport, ME 04033, toll 
free (800) 341-4341 ext. 7800. 
ja a al a ae 

ANTIQUE BOAT SHOW & AUCTION 
The Shipyard Museum at Clay- 

ton, NY, at the Thousand Islands 

on the St. Lawrence River, has its 
26th Annual Antique Boat Show 
scheduled for August 4-5, with a 

nautical auction on the 4th. This 
is the major such show of the sea- 
son in the northeast. Shipyard Mu- 
seum, (315) 686-4104. 

BANK OF BOSTON ROWING 

CHALLENGE 

All classes of sliding and 
fixed seat rowing craft are invited 
to participate in the Bank of Boston 
Rowing Challenge from the Charles 
River Esplanade in downtown Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts on August 5. 
Charles River Regatta Trust, c/o 

Broude & Hochberg, 75 Federal St., 

Boston, MA 02110. 

MAGNUM OPUS CRUISE 
Owners of Dovekies and Shear- 

waters (and other shallow draft 
small cruising sailboats) are invit- 
ed to join Peter Duff on his annual 
"Magnum Opus" cruise, this year 
along the Maine Island Trail. Dates 
are August 5-18, you can go the 
distance or join in only in part. 
Information from Peter Duff, (508) 

758-4991. 

CROPC OUTING 
The Connecticut River Oar & 

Paddle Club will run a Windsor 

Locks to Middletown cruise on the 
Connecticut River on August 11-12, 
open to any interested human pow- 
ered boat enthusiasts. (203) 
388-9740 or (203) 388-2343. 

CHESAPEAKE ROPE SPLICING 
The Chesapeake Bay Maritime 

Museum in St. Michaels, MD, has a 

workshop on rope splicing sched- 
uled for August 14. Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum, (301) 745-2916. 

FANCY  ROPEWORK AT £SOUTH 
STREET 

South Street Seaport in New 
York City will host a Ropework and 
Rigging Festival, August 16-18, 
with fancy ropework artists and 
master riggers displaying their 
skills. Jill Sommer, (212) 669-9430. 

SHIPYARD MUSEUM BOATBUILDING 
COURSE 

A 10 day course in building a 
Nova Scotia dinghy is scheduled for 
August 18-26 at the Shipyard Muse- 
um in Clayton, NY, fee $250. Ship- 
yard Museum, (315) 686-4104. 

RICA SEA KAYAKING 
The Rhode Island Canoe Asso- 

ciation has a sea kayaking outing 
scheduled for August 19 on Green- 
wich Bay and Green's River on 
Narragansett Bay- Bob Fitzpatrick, 

(401) 884-3723. 

SHORT SHIPS RACE 
Bill Gribbel will hold his an- 

nual Short Ships Race in Rockport, 
Maine, on August 26th, featuring a 
short 1-1/2 mile event in Rockport 
harbor and an 8 mile coastal race 
to Camden and back. Skippers meet- 
ing at 8 a.m. Bill Gribbel, (207) 
236-3241. 



ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOAT SHOWS 
Five antique and classic boat 

shows are scheduled for August as 
follows: 

August 1-5. Shipyard Museum 
Show, Clayton, NY. (315) 686-4104. 

August 11-12. Manotick 
A.C.B.S., Ottowa, Ontario. David 

Schofield, (613) 692-4707. 
August 11-13. 

A.C.B.S., Tonawanda, 

Zeiss, (716) 695-1989. 
August 17-18. Hudson River 

ie ra FS oie Kingston, NY. Walt 

Weber, (201) 327-5000 wkdys or 
(914) 687-9114 wknds. 

August 25. Adirondack 
A.C.B.S., Lake George, NY. Cookie 
Melrose, (516) 549-1713 or (518) 

585-6472. 

Niagara 
NY. Zeke 

MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM 
Special events scheduled at 

the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath 
for August are as follows: 

August 8. Lighthouse Keepers' 
Tales & Trials, lecture. 

August 12. Safety at Sea, sem- 

inar. 
August 18-19. Antique Boat 

Regatta & Exhibition. 
August 21. MV "Pauline" re- 

stored sardine carrier arrives at 

the Museum dock. 

Regular demonstrations on se- 
lected days weekly include lofting, 
caulking, sailing on the river, 
sawmill operation, points of sail, 

engine operation and hull stability. 
Maine Maritime Museum, (207) 

443-1316. 

WOODEN BOAT SCHOOL 
Courses scheduled for August 

at the Wooden Boat School in Brook- 
lin, ME, are as follows: 

August 5-11. Fundamentals of 
Boatbuilding with Warren Barker. 
Instant Boats with Dynamite 
Payson. Elements of Seamanship 
with John Blatchford. Craft of Sail 
on "Jenny Ives" with Roger Taylor. 

August 12-18. Fundamentals of 
Boatbuilding with Warren Barker. 
Building the Nutshell Pram _ Kit 
with Rich Hilsinger. Basic Wood- 
working with Tim Allen. Boat De- 
sign with Mike O'Brien. Cruising 
Boat Seamanship with Len Hornick. 

August 19-25. Building Your 
Own DkK-14 Kayak with Rich 
Hilsinger. Joinerwork with Tim 
Allen. Elements of Seamanship with 
John Blatchford. Cruising Boat Sea- 
manship with Len Hornick. 

August 19-September 1. Run- 
about Repair and Restoration with 
Don Benjamin. 

August 26-September 1. Build- 
ing Construction Models with Rob 
Wadleigh. Marine Photography with 
Kip Brundage. 

August 26-September 8. Funda- 
mentals of Boatbuilding with Greg 
Rossel. 

Wooden 
359-4651 

Boat School, (207) 

= 

WOODEN BOATBUILDING CLASSES 
The Brookfield Craft Center in 

Brookfield, CT, has several summer 

boatbuilding courses scheduled: 
August 6-10. Norwegian Pram 

with David Foster. 

August 20-25. Adirondack 
Guideboat with Steve Kaulback. 

Information, (203) 775-4526. 

CLASSIC WOODEN CANOE BUILDING 
For upper midwestern readers 

(there are some now) a_ two-week 
workshop on _ building a _ classic 
wood/canvas canoe will be held at 
the Stewart River Boatworks in Two 
Harbors, Minnesota, taught by Alex 
Comb. This is a University of Min- 
nesota Duluth Outdoor Program, fee 
is $500. (218) 726-7170. 

RC MODEL BOATING 
Radio controlled model boat 

events during August are as fol- 

lows: 
August 12. Club Handicap 

Race for EC12's, Roger Williams 

Park, Providence, Lic Charly 

Silvia, (401) 847-6310. 
August 19. New England Scale 

Ship Regatta, Rocky Woods, Med- 

field, MA. Tom Turchon, (508) 

376-8614. 
August 26. Club Handicap 

Race for EC12's, Roger Williams 
Park, Providence, RI. Charly 

Silvia, (401) 847-6310 
Interested persons can _ find 

model yacht sailing going on week- 
ly at the following locations: 

Sail racing Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. at Rosemary Lake in 
Needham, MA. 

Operating scale models Sun- 
days at 11 asm. at Rocky Woods in 
Medfield, MA. 

Sail racing Sundays at 9:30 
aem. at Roger Williams Park in 
Providence, RI. 

Sail racing Sundays at 10 a.m. 
at Redd's Pond in Marblehead, MA. 

Sail racing Sundays at 10 a.m. 
at Loon Pond in Springfield, MA. 

CAPE COD VIKING ROWING 
The Cape Cod Vikings Ocean 

Dory Rowing Club has the following 
outings planned for August, open 
to anyone with oar-on-gunwale 
pulling boats: 

August 11. Duxbury Bay. 
August 25. Lewis Bay & Great 

Island. 
Mike Orbe, (508) 420-5487 or 

Jon Aborn, (508) 759-9786. 

KAYAKING/SAILING CRUISES 
The Maine coast charter yacht 

"Jessamyn Rose" has two August 
cruises of three days each sched- 
uled for sea kayakers who wish to 
combine access to remoter locations 
on the Maine coast for paddling 
with sailing to get there. Dates are 
August 17-20 and August 24-27. 
Capt. Stephen Olson, (207) 
338-4652. 

BOOKS about BOATS 
Out of Print & Used Nauticai Books 

Old Boating Magazines 
Original Boat & Marine Literature 

COLUMBIA TRADING CO 
2 ROCKLYN DR., SUFFERN, NY 10901 

THE ROSS BANDMILL * 
PORTABLE SAWMILL 

US PATENTS 4275632. 4334669 

CANADIAN PATENT 1159342 

OTHER PATENTS PENDING 

AN HONEST 
SIMPLE, RUGGED 
RELIABLE, VERSATILE, 
ONE-MAN SAWMILL 
SAWS ALL WOODS 
Diameters 3 to 17 Inches 
Lengths 8 Inches to Infinity 

THIS MACHINE.IS PROVEN 
PRICE COMPLETE WITH 

: 20 FT TRACK $4950 

5 ‘ 

ie q . W.K. ROSS, INC. 
| tt 640 Main St., 

W. Hampstead, 

NH 03841 U.S.A 

A 603° 329°6320 

WE PIONEERED 
THE PORTABLE 
BANDSAW SAWMILL 

Enjoy 3 
Sail the Original Schooner Fleet 

Trips depart Mondays and Fridays 
Rates from $275 to $545 per person 
Capt. Ray & Ann Williamson 

For information and reservations: 

BOX 617 MB CAMDEN, MAINE 04843 
207- 236 -2938 800- 7\36 -7981, 

KAYAKS Granta SEA 

Now is the time to get a GRANTA 
kit and retreat to your hasement. You 

can dream about Spring while you are 
putting together the precision routed 

panels that magically form themselves 
into a boat without the help of strong- 
back, ribs or stations. Everything 
needed to assemble a strong and very 

elegant kayak is included in athe kit. 

KITS: 
ANGMAGSSALIK (190 lbs. Max.) 18'8" 

; $320 

SEA ROVER 17 (33" Cockpit) 17'2" $360. 

SCANDIAN NOUBLE (Two 33" Cockpits) 

UGE $415 

SPECIAL ON FULLY EQUIPPED FIBER- 

GLASS KAYAKS: 

(Backrest, Seat, Spray Cover & Foot 

Operated Flip-up Rudder Included) 
TOURING SINGLE 14'6" $690 
SEA KAYAK 16'S" $750 
DUAL COCKPIT DOUBLE 17'1" $940 

LONG COCKPIT DOUBLE 17'1" $940 
HEAVY DUTY WATERPROOF BAG 
W/FLOTATION, 30"x18" $35 

HUDSON CANOE 
14 HILLSIDE AVE, CROTON, NY 10520 

(914). 271-5387. 



ON DISPLAY 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELLS. 
All types and colors, parts 

and accessories. 

FREE LESSONS 

KAYAKS - CANOES 

DINGHIES - SKIFFS 

THE SMALL BOAT SHOP 
at Rex Marine Center 

144 Water St, South Norwalk, CT 06854 

203-854-5223 

DETROIT AREA/LAKE St. CLAIR 
Sailing Sea/Touring Kayaks 

Balogh Sail Designs 

HUGH HORTON 
SMALL BOATS 

15175 HAMILTON 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48203 

(313) 868 7900 

Jraditional Canoe 
Enthusiasts... 

join the Wooden Canoe Heritage 
Association, a non-profit membership 
association devoted to preserving. studying, 
building, restoring and using wooden, wood & 
canvas and birchbark canoes. Membership 
includes our quérterly journal, Wooden 
Canoe, annual Assembly notification, and 
access to hard-to-find books and supplies. 

Write to us at: : 

Wooden Canoe Heritage Asscciation 
c/o Edward Cumming 
38 Indian Meadow Dr. 
Northboro, MA 01532 

Affordable Boats, 
Trailers and Accessoryies 

(508) 768-7411 
66 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 592 

ESSEX, MA 01929 

L.L. BEAN PADDLING CLINICS 
L.L. Bean's’ Public Clinics 

will run the following two-hour 
clinics for aspiring paddlers dur- 
ing August on the Royal River at 
Yarmouth, ME: 

August 11, 18, 25. Coastal 

Kayak Paddling. 
August 12, 19, 26. Classic 

Paddling Strokes for Solo or Tan- 
dem Canoes. 

L.L_ Bean, 
341-4341 ext. 7800. 
op Ee SS a eh te 

MCKC COURSES 
The Metropolitran Canoe & 

Kayak Club of Brooklyn, NY, offers 
the following courses to interested 
persons: 

August 8, 11-12. Fundamentals 
of River Kayaking, fee $85. 

toll free (800) 

August 18, 25-26. Fundamen- 

tals of Canoeing, fee $85. 
Al Musial, (718) 763-3269 

eves. before 9 p.m. 
SI 

MCKC OUTINGS 
The Metropolitan Canoe & Kay- 

ak Club of Brooklyn, NY, has the 
following outings scheduled for Au- 
gust, open to any interested per- 

sons: 
August 5. Around Manhattan 

Trip from Liberty State Park. 
Henry Espinoza, (201) 232-2230 10 
aem. to 1 p-em. only. 

August 10-14. Five Day Camp- 
out at Watch Hill. Al Musial, (212) 
313-2064. 

August 18. Delaware 
River-Mongaup, Class Il. (212) 
228-7793. 

August 31-September 3. Labor 
Day Weekend at Parvin State Park. 

(212) 228-7793. 

SUMMER SEA KAYAK OUTINGS 
Adventure Learning of Merri- 

mac, MA, has several summer kayak 

outings suitable for beginners 
scheduled on the Massachusetts 
north shore this summer: 

August 3. Full moon _ paddle 
over Joppa Flats near Newburyport, 
MA. 

August 11. Day trip from 

Rockport, MA, to Thacher's Island 

and the Salvages. 
August 17. Sunset paddle in 

Newburyport harbor. 
August 18. Day trip to Great 

Bay in southern New Hampshire. 
If you've never kayaked and 

want to see if it appeals to you, 
these outings offer inexpensive ex- 
amples. Information, (508) 
346-9728. 
SR EEF ET SS 

SEBAGO CANOE CLUB 
The Sebago Canoe Club of 

Brooklyn, NY, has the following 

outings scheduled for August: 
August 12. War canoe cruise 

with the Prospect Park Environmen- 
tal Center. 

August 12. Hell Gate Hop, sea 
kayak the East River, 15 mile 

one-way trip. Steve Keller, (718) 
788-3416. 

BAER'S RIVER WORKSHOPS 
Baer's River Workshop of 

Exeter, RI, has the _ following 
on-the-water workshops’ scheduled 
for August: 

August 11. Introduction to Op- 
en Water Kayaking. 

August, 12 & 26. 

to River Kayaking. 

August 18. Canoeing I. 

Introduction 

Baer's River Workshop, (401) 
295-0855. 

NEW YORK CITY KAYAKING 
PROGRAMS 

Atlantic Kayak Tours of Saug- 
erties, NY, offers instruction in 
sea kayaking and day or weekend 
tours, crossings and circumnaviga- 
tions in the greater New York City 
area throughout the summer and 
fall. August events are as follows: 

August 10 & 25. Basic Sea 
Kayaking. 

August 11. 
ing. 

August 12. 
Beginner Tour. 

August 16. Staten 
Sandy Hook Crossing. 

August 18. Bridgeport to Port 
Jefferson Crossing. 

August 29. Tivoli Bays on the 
Hudson Tour. 

Atlantic Kayak Tours, 
246-2187. 

Intermediate Surf- 

New York Harbor 

Island to 

(914) 

NISSEQUOGUE RIVER CANOEING 
Outings offered by the Nisse- 

quogue River Canoe Club of Kings 
Park, NY, in August are as fol- 

lows: 

August 6-10. Oswagatchi Riv- 
er, Adirondacks, NY, Class 1. Day 

trips from campground. George 
Jones, (516) 265-1773. 

August 11-12. Indian River, 
Adirondacks, NY, Class 1. Day 

trips from campground. George 
Jones, (516) 265-1773. 

August 11-12. Delaware Water 
Gap, Moving Water Course. Joe 
Spahalski, (516) 587-5468 eves. 

August 25-28. Whitewater raft- 
ing, Kennebec River, ME. Don 

Feltham, (516) 427-5535 eves. 

CCRA CANOEING 
The Connecticut Canoe Racing 

Club has two outings scheduled for 
August: ‘ 

August 4. Bluefish Cruise, ten 
miles on the Hammonasset River, 
Clinton, CT. Dan Pelletier, (203) 
237-2474. 

August 15. Sunset Canoe Race, 
5-1/2 mile flatwater, Middle Bolton 

Lakes, Bolton, CT. Ted Kenyon, 
(203) 872-0219. 

TUGBOAT MUSTER 
Play day for Boston harbor 

tugs and any interested visiting 
tugboats is on August 25 this year, 
headquartered at the World Trade 
Center (Commonwealth Pier) off 
Summer St. in South Boston. Dick 

Chase, (617) 924-3209. 



It’s a boat... 

a backpack... 

a tent! 
Report & Photos by Bob Hicks 

When Jim Heter arrived at my 
place to pick me up for our tryout 
of his unique "Pak-Yak" folding 
kayak/backpack/tent, the two test 
boats were in the back of his sta- 
tion wagon, in their backpack 
mode. Really backpacks, complete 
with standard back pack harnesses, 
ready to be carried off down the 
trail. I had pondered a while over 
a suitable local location where we 
could try out the various permuta- 
tions of Jim's creation, a body of 
water one has to walk into is not 
readily at hand in our heavily sub- 
urbanized area. But, Crane Pond in 
Groveland, about ten miles away, 
met most of the criteria. Its a size- 
able pond in a state fish and game 
area, surrounded by woods and 
marshes and drained by the upper 
Parker River. There's a _ rough 
two-track jeep road into it, usually 
barred by a cable though. 

We parked at roadside by the 
jeep road entrance, noting the ab- 
sence of any cable. The 25 pound 
backpack hefted easily into place, 
and once settled onto my back it 
felt like it belonged. I'm not a 
backpacker, but Jim is, and he had 

adapted a standard backpack config- 
uration to his creaion. He hikes 
miles with his to remote waters in 
more wild parts of the country. 
The half-mile hike into Crane Pond 
was no strain, when we got there, 
illusion of hiking back "into the 
woods" was partly dispelled by a 
4WD pickup that had been driven in 
by two young fishermen. 

Jim proceeded to open up the 
packs after we laid them on the 

ground. Two folded up sections op- 
ened out into bow and stern pro- 
files viewed from above, still flat 
but obviously of boat shape. Then 
Jim reached inside the flat hulls 
and moved various internal struc- 
tures into positions where _ they 
latched to give the hull its full 
three-dimensional form. In about 
five minutes we now had two ten 
foot fabric hulled kayaks. No piec- 
es had to be fitted into the craft, 

all structural parts were already in 
place. 

Final equipping with seat cu- 
shions (carried in the packs) and 
assembling the take-apart Sevlor 
inflatable double paddles (carried 
in the packs) readied us for the 
water. There was a mild breeze 
rippling the pond. I took some care 
shoving off to not drag the fabric 
hull on the gravel beach. This was 
accomplished by placing my hands, 
knuckles down, on the ground in 

the shallow water and lifting the 
boat along until it settled finally 
only onto water, no more bottom 
gravel. 

My initial feeling was one of 
mild discomfort as I sat in the mid- 
point of the craft and cockpit as 
Jim suggested. No back support. 
I'm not comfortable without back 
support. So I turned back to shore 
to maneuver the other flotation cu- 
shion carried behind me into a good 
backrest position, and shifted my 
weight aft until I was comfortable. 
Much better. Only now the little 
craft was down at the stern. I'm 6' 
and weigh 175 pounds, Jim is 5'8" 
and weighs about 140 pounds, and 

the trim of my boat now reflected 
my size and choice of seating posi- 
tion. But, this rearward bias of 

weight did not create a problem in 
paddling and I felt quite secure. 
The little boat was very stable. 

We paddled around the pond 
and off down the Parker River for 
about a mile of its switchback 
turns in the large marsh bordering 
the pond. It was "Earth Day" Sun- 
day and lo, here came into view a 
rather plump looking double kayak. 
Turned out to be an inflatable. The 
couple on board viewed our little 
craft, also portable, but the guy 
mentioned that his inflatable was 
"blown up for the season." They'd 
not be deflating it until fall, but 
would car top it. Later a canoe also 
came upstream, access from road- 
side on the upper Parker is about 
two miles downstream from Crane 
Pond. The folks were gathering 
trash, not a whole lot was out 
there, but the signs of last fall's 
duck shooting crowd were still 
around. For a fine early spring 
Sunday, though, we had a minimum 

of company. 
About the time I began to feel 

my seat getting damp, Jim comment- 
ed that my position allowed water 
to surge over the rear deck as I 
paddled along and some of this was 
now seeping through the water-re- 
pellent nylon decking where it had 
actually pooled in a sag in the 
deck. So be it, nothing to be done 

about it now, and the amount of 
water was on the order of dampness 
rather than wetness. Jim has a 12' 
version he created for bigger folks 
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to deal with this weight distribu- 
tion situation. 

The "Pak-Yak" was very ma- 
neuverable, stable and moved eas- 

ily. The soft skin allowed one to 
feel the flexing of the bottom mov- 
ing through the water, even 
through the closed-cell foam bottom 
inner liner. The little craft felt 
very much a part of its surround- 
ings. 

Back to the take out, and Jim 

showed me how to unzip the fore- 
deck to allow stepping forward in 
the boat and then ashore without 
wetting my feet. Neat trick. We 
then moved on to the tent mode. 
Jim undid the internal latches and 
collapsed the frame back to its 
flattish shape. He then pulled the 
rear frame out of the skin, still 
connected to the rest of the frame, 
and locked it up into a vertical 
configuration over which he then 
slipped his custom fitted poncho, 
zipping it into place for full sit- 
ting headroom, with the cockpit 
spray skirt (which he fitted after 
our paddle) opening forming a ven- 
tilation window in the back. A 
sleeping bag fit nicely into the 
flattened hull, feet up under the 
still extended foredeck, and here 

was instant overnight shelter for 
the wilderness hiker/kayaker! 

What a rig for the backwoods- 
man who wants to fish or just pad- 
dle the remote ponds and lakes or 
streams far from the nearest road. 
On his back it will carry his ne- 
cessary gear folded up inside it- 
self. On the water it will carry 
him where he wishes to go. And on 
the ground, it provides him over- 
night shelter at no added weight 
penalty. So who is Jim Heter and 
how and why did he ever come up 
with this unique craft? Here's the 
way he tells it: 

"In the Oregon Cascades a lit- 
tle south of Mt. Hood, below the 
summit of Mt. Jefferson, is an area 
called Jefferson Park. About ten 
years ago I led a group of Boy 
Scouts on an overnight hike there. 
It's about an eight-mile hike up the 
mountain from the end of the access 
road. Jeff Park is a flat open area 
with a string of little mountain 
ponds and a great view of Jefferson 
and the neighboring peaks. 

We were using homemade 
shelters cut from plastic lumber 
tarps. I spent a good part of a cold 
night under one of them dreaming 
about what it would be like if I 
had my kayak with me (and a bet- 
ter tent). A year later, I made the 
same trip again. This time my pack 
was my "PakYak" and I fulfilled my 
dream of paddling around those 
high mountain ponds. My "PakYak" 
was also my tent, and I had no 
problem keeping warm and dry. 

I built my first folding boat 
back in the '60's modelled (very 
roughly) after the original Klepper 
folding boats from Germany. That 
boat was 16' long and took me over 
an hour to assemble, because first 
I had to remember what attached to 
what, then I had to get the parts 
to cooperate. But, once set up it 
was great and I used it for several 
years. 

Early in the '70's I came up 
with a new design to overcome the 
problems I had with the first one. 
This one was all one piece, and 
folded into four three-foot sections 
without disconnecting anything. I 
had a harness to carry it on my 
back, but it was still too heavy to 

think of lugging it too far. That 
one set up in about 15 minutes and 

I've had it everywhere from Cape 
Cod to San Francisco Bay. But not 
to Jefferson Park. 

My latest "PakYak" ‘is 10! 
long, weighs a little over 15 
pounds empty, sets up in less than 
five minutes, packs all my hiking 
gear as well, and makes up into a 
one-man tent. I've made three more 
versions since that second Mt. Jef- 
ferson expedition. I've done eskimo 
rolls with it. I've had it in fast 
river water on the Nashua here 
near my home in Lancaster, Massa- 

chusetts, and through a_ two-foot 
chop on the ICW down in Florida. 
It survived the airline baggage 
handling too! 



I like this design so well that 
I believe others will too. So I've 
tried an ad in "Canoe" magazine 
and displayed it at a recent invent- 
or's show in Boston. Here are the 

specs: 
The "PakYak", backpack to 

kayak in less than five minutes. 
Backpack is 30" high x 20" 

wide x 6" deep. With paddles, 
sprayskirt and USCG life preserver 

cushion it weighs under 25 pounds. 
As a pack it will carry all your 
hiking gear. 

Kayak is 10' long by 24" wide 
by 12" deep amd will perform on 
rivers, streams, ponds and lakes in 

all but the most extreme condi- 
tions. It will carry one adult up to 
200 pounds, plus 50 pounds of gear 
evenly distributed fore and aft. 

Tent is 10' long x 24" wide x 
36" high and shelters an adult com- 
fortably from adverse weather con- 
ditions. 

Construction is waterproofed 
nylon canvas over a wood and metal 
frame, with closed-cell foam bottom 
liner for cushioning, flotation and 

puncture resistance. Frame is com- 
pletely removeable but in normal 
use folds inside the skin with no 
need for removal of any parts. 

Interested? Full details from 
me, Jim Heter, P.O. Box 446, Lan- 

caster, MA 01523, (508) 537-0995. 



From the top: Jim Wait's gorgeous 
traditional canoe. The wind was not 
all it might have been for the sail- 
ors. Geoff Burke and Annie in 
"Annie's Boat", traditional wood 
lapstrake double paddle canoe Geoff 
built. A rare sight. 

12 

The canoe lends itself to a 
wide variety of on-the-water expe- 
rience, ranging from the rent- 
al-on-the pond beginner level to 
heroic whitewater efforts involving 
running not only rapids but water- 
falls and on to expeditions into the 
arctic barren lands. All this and 
more, as they say on TV, was av- 

ailable at L.L. Bean's North Ameri- 
can Canoe Symposium at Bridgeton, 
Maine, June 8-10. Two-hundred-fif- 
ty paddlers of all sorts gathered at 
80 year-old Camp Winona for a com- 
prehensive program of instruction 
and entertainment. Bean spares no 
effort to obtain the leading lights 
espousing all the many permuta- 
tions of paddling canoes. 

For the most part the emphasis 
is on the single paddle open canoe, 
known in the rest of the world as 
the Canadian canoe, a design pretty: 
much based on the aboriginal Amer- 
ican Indian craft. Very little was 
to be seen or heard about the dou- 
ble paddle canoe, usually decked, 
of European origin. About the only 
sort of waters not considered suit- 
able for this "traditional" canoe are 
the oceans, the canoe is not an oc- 
eangoing craft, vulnerable to waves 
and winds with its high sides and 
open gunwales. 

The single paddle propulsion 
(with sometimes auxiliary support 
from the pole, especially upstream) 
seems to require the mastery of a 
bewildering array of paddle strokes 
in order to direct the canoe where 
one wants it to go, or to deal with 

challenging water conditions. 
Those in the know relish this ar- 
cane art of maneuvering the paddle 
through intricate patterns to 
achieve the desired results. Many 
of the workshops focussed on pad- 
dling techniques, for solo or dou- 
ble; for transportation of persons 
and baggage, or for performing 
fancy "free style" maneuvers for 
their own sake. 

Folks like the Conovers, who 
take people on extended wilderness 

trips in traditional northwoods ca- 
noes of wood and canvas, demon- 
strate the long flat-bladed paddles 
built by Alexandra for propelling a 
heavily loaded canoe all day long, 
day after day. At the other ex- 
treme, Mike Gault, proponent of 

"free style" paddling, who says he 
wants to bring canoeing "out of the 
woods", demonstrates his_ short 

wide bent shaft paddles used to 
draw his highly maneuverable ca- 
noes into elaborate patterns of 
movement, much like a figure ska- 

ter. Harry Roberts presents some- 
thing called "American Touring 
Technique", yet another method of 

paddling aimed at going somewhere. 
Obviously there's more to this than 
one might suspect. 

This is why Mike Perry, who 
runs L.L. Bean's public clinic pro- 
grams, has so assiduously promoted 
this event. Canoes are integrally 
involved in Bean's marketing, the 

craft of choice for many who head 
for the woods with a boat over 
their shoulders. The tradition is a 
long and sustained one. The orig- 
inal purpose of transportation still 

survives, but now all sorts of 
challenges once avoided by "voya- 
geurs" intent on getting furs to 
market are now sought out and the 

techniques for canoeing these chal- 
lenges have become highly refined. 

The white water troops were 
all agog over the just happened at- 
tempt by some white water type to 

run Niagara Falls as the "ultimate 
whitewater". Despite apparent plans 
for a celebratory dinner after going 
over the falls, this particular lead- 
ing edge fellow failed and his body 
was not found; the canoe was, fold- 
ed in two. At Bridgeton, whitewat- 
er was undertaken some 30 miles 
away on the Saco River. But the 
special canoes with severe rocker 
and full to the gunwales with in- 
flatable bags except where the 
"saddle" for the paddler was fitted, 
were on display at Winona. And 
you could attend some educational 
workshops on the subject, even one 
entitled, "Learning to talk white- 
water". Like understanding what 
these guys are saying. 

People who thought they'd like 
to try poling had Harry Rock to 
show them this game. For him, it 

is a game, he's an athlete, highly 

skilled in this little known sport. 
His instruction is almost an exhi- 
bition and an entertainment, as he 

changes direction by jumping into 
the air from his standing position 
amidships in his canoe and turning 



180 degrees before thumping back 
down into place. He "paddles" also 
with his pole when the water is too 
deep, the small diameter pole seems 
to get some grip on the water as he 
sort of windmills along. Harry has 
won something like 75 straight pol- 
ing championships, which may say 
more about the available interested 
competition than it does about his 
skills. 

_ If you wanted to go canoe 
camping you could have it two 
ways. The traditional way with lots 
of gear in a big solid "freight" ca- 
noe such as the Conovers use, or 
with all the latest techy ultra-light 
gear in an ultra light kevlar de- 
sign, espoused by Tom and Sue Se- 
bring. The latter caution you to 
not ground out your boat, but step 
out of it while it still floats. Care- 
ful. 

The ultimate canoe camping is 
the expedition to the arctic. Sever- 
al different presentations on this 
were offered, it fascinates people. 

Alan Kesselheim and Marypat Zitter 
showed slides of a dozen years of 
their roaming the arctic wilds of 
Canada by canoe, and spending up 
to 18 months away, wintering over 

in trappers' cabins on lonely lakes. 
They admit to many frustrations 
and aggravations, along with out- 
right fear, in pursuing this recre- 
ation and have written a really 
good book on one long trip, "Water 
and Sky: Reflections on a Northern 
Year", great reading BEFORE you 
head north. Another presentation is 
that of the Peake brothers, who 
seem to hide real expertise in 
wilderness travel and survival be- 
hind a sort of Marx Brothers act. 
And Cliff Jacobson, a widely re- 

spected outdoor adventurer’ and 
writer, who comes across in person 
at first as sort of a country boy, 
has enormous experience in this 
game. He was the one who dis-~ 
cussed how much it costs to get 
yourself and your canoe flown into 
your chosen point of departure from 
the end of the road. Guess how 
much. Try $5 a mile, from $4,000 
to $6,000 for a drop off here and 
pickup there. Alan and Marypat 
started from the end of the road 
and did 18 months on just about 
$5,000 all in. So there are ways 
and there are ways... 

Right from the top: First you learn 
how to move the paddle. Instruction 
on "freestyle" technique involves 
deliberate leaning of the canoe, 
first in the wading pool, then out 
on the pond. Too much lean. The 
tryout beach, a variety of canoes 

to experience. 
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Well, back to the pond, and 

here's more. How about sailing? 
Jim Bowman had three sailing ca- 
noes for his workshops, which drew 
smallish groups. Sailing a canoe 
seems to be something of an aban- 
donment of the true spirit of the 
paddler, and seemed to be regarded 
with some distance by many. Sport 
paddling, Charlie Wilson in a slip- 
pery little canoe showed those in- 
terested how to really maneuver 
that boat in any direction, mostly 
by leaning it way over to radically 
change the submerged hull shape 
into a slippery sort of egg form. 
People kneeling offside in canoes 
tipping to one side were common- 
place on the waterfront, occasional- 

ly the lean got too extreme, 
and... 

Well, to get on the water one 

needs to choose a boat, so you 
could learn about that too. Tricky 
area here, as various proponents of 
canoe styles have strongly held op- 
inions of what is a proper boat, 
often with some background com- 
mercial connections. And you could 
learn how to build your own if that 
pleased you, or fix up the one you 
bought, or build a paddle of your 
own cheaply. And getting to water, 
cartopping techniques, even knots 
to use. There was nothing left out 
if you had the time. Nothing. 

Overloaded circuits could be 
reset at mealtimes, lord what food, 
they surely do know how to feed 
you right at Winona. In that funky 
old time camp dining hall, all you 
wanted of hearty outdoor food. And 
a Saturday night barbeque. Maybe 
this was supposed to be learning 
about canoeing but it was also 
meant to be a good time. And it 

was. A survey Friday evening by 

Mike Perry at the evening gather- 
ing found several veterans of all 
five Symposiums to date. They 
don't come back to learn any more, 
but to just be there taking it all 
in. Novice to expert, it was an en- 
thusiastic group of small boat nuts 
who happen to favor that unique, 
versatile craft, the canoe. An en- 

during love affair it would seem. 
Report & Photos by Bob Hicks 

Left from top: The Conovers com- 
mence instruction in "Northwoods 
Paddle Technique". Garret displays 
the Northwoods paddles, those are 
kneepads around his ankles, you 
kneel a lot in canoes. Alexandra 
demonstrates dockside stroke. 
Harry Rock paddling with his pole. 
Tom and Sue Sebring espouse ul- 
tra-light hi-tech canoe camping. 
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The "craft" at left was parked outside the dining hall door, 
The "craft" at right is a whitewater boat, no it's not 

way for maneuverability. Talk about rocker! 

Nothing was Left Out 
Great Northern Canoe Country 

A decade of paddling adventures through 
tundra, mountain, and arctic wilderness. 

Paddling Canada’s Burnside River 
Cliff takes us on a journey through the 
Canadian Arctic on the Burnside River. 

NACS 101: Intro to Paddling 
For newcomers to paddling, a friendly discussion 
on how to get started in a new activity. How to use 
this weekend to your best advantage and enjoyment! 

Building a Lapstrake Canoe 
Hand crafting your own canoe ina lapstrake design. 
Tips on selecting plans, materials, and tools. 

The Wcrid of White Water 
From backyard Class 1 Rapids to World Cup 
Wild Water Competition, there is something for 
everyone in the white water world. 

PADDLING STYLES: Poling Demo 

The Arctic Canoe Race 
The world’s toughest canoe race on the Kilpisjarvi 
river system between Finland and Sweden. 

Selecting a Paddling Style 
Harry discusses the exciting possibilities of 
paddling a canoe; Solo, Tandem, Poling, Sailing, 
Freestyle, White Water, American Touring 
Technique, and Northwoods. 

Striking the Right Balance 
A technical discussion of trimming your canoe 
for efficiency, control, and safety. 

Learning to Talk White Water 
Getting started can be tough if you don’t know 
the language! Cathy covers common terms and 
expressions used by white water paddlers, 
and their application. 

PADDLING STYLES: Northwoods Tandem Demo 

Sail Away 
Wind = s»wered cannes! Getting started in 
recreational canoe sailing. 

Canoe Cholces 
Design, function, materials - Matching your style 
and needs to a canoe. 

Fiberglass Repairs 
Care and maintenance of a fiberglass hull. 

White Water Rating System 
Matching paddling skills with the demands of river 
running. Factors that go into rating the difficulty of 
a river -how to honestly match your skills to a river. 

PADDLING STYLES: Sport Paddling - Solo Demo 

Paddling New Zealand 
Scenic wilderness rivers on New Zealand's 
North and South Islands. Plus, white water 
challenge on the Wanganuil 

Wilderness Trip Planner: The Research 
The pleasure of a trip begins in the early stages 
of planning where, when, and how. 
Tips on doing it right! 

“Knots” to You! 
A hands-on workshop covering handy knots 
and rope craft. 

Provisioning the Extended Trip 
Food and menu planning for the long term. 

PADDLING STYLES: 
White Water Gates Demo 

Labrador: The Atikonak Region 
Canoeing Central Labrador’s plateau country. 

Wilderness Trip Planner: The Gear 
Organizing an expedition requires long-term planning for 
selecting proper gear, efficient packing, and dry storage. 

Roof Topping and Easy Knots 
Safely transporting your canoe by car: Up, on, & secured. 
Do-it-yourself tips from an experienced Maine Guide. 

Just Like Home 
Cooking tips for fun and enjoyable meals on the river. 
Including setting up an efficient camp kitchen. 

Alan Kesselheim & Marypat Zitzer 

Cliff Jacobson 

Mike Perry 

Geoff Burke 

Ken Stone 

Harry Rock 

Rob Center 

Harry Roberts 

John Winters 

Cathy Piffath 

Alexandra & Garrett Conover 

Jim Bowman 

Tom Sebring 

Sandy Martin 

Don Otey 

Lou Glaros & Charlie Wilson 

Simon Dixon 

The Peake Brothers 

Cliff Jacobson 

Alan Kesselheim & Marypat Zitzer 

Bart Hauthaway 

Alexandra & Garrett Conover 

The Peake Brothers 

Dwight Lander 

Alan Kesselheim & Marypat Zitzer 

ory * 

one of the kitchen help had 

PADDLING STYLES: 

American Touring Technique Solo Demo 

Freestyle Ballet Demo 
After dinner night cap: a symphony of paddling 
beauty and excellence. 

The Churchill River 
Accessible Canadian Wilderness adventuring 320 miles 
through Saskatchewan along “The Voyageur Highway”. 

Paddlers’ Gathering 
Tall tales and refreshments! 
Bring Your Own Slide Show 

Yukon Trip Planner 
Logistics of planning a trip to the Yukon. 
Retracing early gold rush and trade routes. 

Poling 
Heritage, equipment, and poling applications. From 
river tripping, to around-home fun, to National Competition. 

Building a Plug 
The beginning stages of designing and building a canoe. 

Outfitting a White Water Canoe 

broken-backed, but is 

it in the water 

built that 

Harry Roberts 

Mike Galt & Marilu Wilson 
Lou Glaros & The Florida Flotilla 
Charlie Wilson & Debbie Welbes 

The Peake Brothers 

Geoff Burke 

Jerry Stelmok & Harry Rock 

Sandy Martin 

Don Otey 
Setting a canoe up for the challenges of white water paddling. 

PADDLING STYLES: 
American Touring Technique - Tandem Demo 

Rolling an Open Canoe 
An exciting how-to demo for white water self rescue. 

Paddling Day Trips in the Northeast 
Easy access paddling trips in Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Maine, and New Hampshire. 

Hydro Quebec: The Fragile North 
Earth Day’s 20th Anniversary; challenges that still 
face the canoeist and mother nature. 

Paddle Making Demo 
Hand crafting a paddle from scratch. 

The Dynamics of White Water 
Interaction of hull design and river. Why your canoe 
reacts as it does. 

PADDLING STYLES: Northwoods Solo Demo 

Map and Compass for Paddlers 
A hands-on workshop covering the basic skills. 

Trip Planner - Traveling Light 
High tech materials, contemporary techniques, and 
modern gadgetry make lightweight travel more fun than ever. 

Building a Canvas Canoe 
Simplified steps for canvasing a hull. 

Open Water Rescues 
Handling the hazards of big lakes and rivers. Practical self 
and group rescues that work! 

PADDLING STYLES: 
Sport Paddling Slalom Competition Demo 

Four Seasons on The Maine Classics 
Paddlers’ perspective of the Allagash, St. John, 
and Penobscot Rivers. 

Medical Considerations Pt.1 
Common problems facing the paddler: Sprains, 
strains and fractures. 

Against the Elements 
Strategies for paddling In wind and waves. 

Rescue Ropes 
Mechanical aids for outmuscling Mother Nature. 
Gear needs, set up, and techniques. 

PADDLING STYLES: Sport Paddling Tandem Demo 

Paddling the Rio Grande 
18 days exploring the deserts and canyons of the 
Texas/Mexico border. 

Medical Considerations Pt.2 
Environmental problems facing the paddler: 
Hypothermia, hyperthermia, and dehydration. 

Maintaining the Bomb Proof Canoe 
Repairs and maintenance tips for plastic boats. 

Camping Tips 
A variety of simple tips and tricks to make 
canoe camping easier. 

Tom & Sue Sebring 

John Connelly 

Heidi Krantz 

Michael Peake 

Geoff Burke 

Paul Nicolazzo 

Alexandra & Garrett Conover 

Cliff Jacobson 

Tom & Sue Sebring 

Jerry Stelmok 

Nantahala Outdoor Center 

Lou Glaros 

Alexandra & Garrett Conover 

Wilderness Medical Associates 

Harry Roberts 

Nantahala Outdoor Center 

Mike Galt & Marilu Wilson 

Paul Nicolazzo 

Wilderness Medical Associates 

Jim Kalser 

Cliff Jacobson 
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THE ISLAND TRAIL | 
SPRING 1990 NEWSLETTER OF THE MAINE ISLAND TRAIL ASSOCIATION 

Pond, Butter, and Russ Islands Added to Trail 
A view of cove at Butter Island 
(Photo by Dave Getchell, Sr.) 

Three Penobscot Islands Total More than 350 Acres 

Three exceptional privately owned is- 
lands will be open to members of the Maine 

Island Trail Association this year. Located 
in East Penobscot Bay, the three include 50- 
acre Russ Island off Stonington, 35-acre 
Pond Island at the western end of Eggemog- 

gin Reach, and 270-acre Butter Island, which 
lies three-and-a-half miles south of Pond. 
On these new islands the MITA philosophy 

of “user management” will be presented 
with its roughest test. 

Russ Island was purchased by the Is- 

land Institute last year (with many MITA 

members helping pay for it!). Less than a 

mile from the busy working harbor of Ston- 
ington, on the south side of the Deer Isle 

Thorofare, this beautiful wild island is graced 

with several small hills, rolling meadows, 

spruce copses, and one of the finest island 

views on the Maine coast. The island will be 
open to the public for day use, but camping 
will be limited to MITA and Island Institute 
16 

members to assure that only low-impact 
methods will be used. 

Pond Island, owned by The Philadel- 

phia Conservationists, will be leased to 
MITA for access management. An unusual 
island for Maine, Pond features long sand 

and gravel beaches, a shallow salt water 

pond, a fine spruce forest, and a hillside 

meadow with vistas of sea and mountain. 
Pond has a long history of recreational 

use. In fact, it was purchased for this pur- 

pose from private owners several years ago 

by nearby residents and summer people, 

then placed under a conservation easement 

to assure its preservation and access. With 
increasing use, the owners recognized the 
need for some management and have leased 

the island to MITA to carry this out. 

Under our plan, day use will continue 

to be open to all, but, as with Russ, camping 

will be limited to MITA and a few other 

traditional users. The camping area will be 

located at the western end of the island, well 
away from the more popular beaches. 

Beautiful Butter Island is owned by the 
Cabot family, which generously shares it 
with the boating public. A large, wild island 
today, it once was the location of a large 
summer resort serviced by steamboat. Much 

of the island grew back to forest, but last 
year the Cabots reopened two of the former 

meadows and pastured 14 sheep there to 
help preserve the open space. Part of the 
service MITA will provide the owners will 

be gathering and burning downed brush in 

one of the meadows. This project will be 
carried out with the help of Hurricane Out- 
ward Bound School on April 28-29 (see 

story on page 3). 
Camping has always been restricted on 

Butter, with permission given to Outward 
Bound, the Chewonki Foundation, and 

Robin Hood camp. These organizations will 



continue to use the island, but MITA will 

now be added to the list. Because the Cabots 

want to reduce unauthorized overnighting, 
camping will be restricted to specific sites 
for each group. MITA will have two excel- 
lent areas on the west side. Details for the 

use of these will be given in the Annual Sup- 
plement, out in May. 

Access to these large islands, each 

remarkably different from the others, offers 

exciting new opportunities to MITA mem- 

bers, but the importance of following the 
few rules specific to each island can be seen. 

As always, low-impact use, a respect for 

other visitors, and a willingness to help care 
for the island, are critical to having the spe- 
cial privileges accorded to the Association. 

— David R. Getchell, Sr. 

LETTER FROM THE TRAIL DIRECTOR 

We’ve Just Begun: 
In a newsletter editorial last winter I 

said that 1989 would be a year of testing, 
that “the Maine Island Trail Association 
will be judged on what it does and does not 

do.” Going into our third year of operation, 

it’s safe to say we are doing well on the test. 

The Maine Island Trail is becoming an 
accepted part of the coastal scene,and MITA 
is increasingly recognized as the moving 
force behind it. 

But the task of building respect and 
acceptance is far from complete. Some of 

the most important people out there still 

don’t know who we are or where we are 
going. But we’re gaining. 

At the start of each season, we make a 

list of things we hope to accomplish, then 
tally the results come fall. Our 1989 goals 
were to extend the Island Trail to Machias, 
add several more state islands to the Trail, 

seek permission to use additional private 
islands, add some side trips to the Trail, and 

continue to recruit new adherents to our 
low-impact philosophy. All of these goals 
were met, including our first major side trip, 

a spectacular loop in New Brunswick that 

will be described in the 1990 Annual Sup- 

plement. As for membership, we ended the 

year with 1,500 members, up from approxi- 
mately 500 at the close of 1988. 

These are rather modest accomplish- 
ments compared with what might be done if 
we were to conduct a major membership 
campaign, especially one aimed at boosting 

Maine numbers. However, gradual growth 

has been our stated goal from the beginning, 

so we depend on word-of-mouth and a few 

stories in a variety of publications for re- 

cruitment. This brings us people who are 

directly interested in our low-impact ideas, 
many of whom are also eager to participate 
in helping with island care and mainte- 
nance. The result is a membership that can 
be trusted to do what we promise to do, an 
approach that will begin to pay off in spades 

— and islands — this year. 
This issue’s cover story is about Pond, 

Russ, and Butter islands, three outstanding 

Goals for 1990 
islands in Penobscot Bay open to MITA this 

year. While the ownership of the trio differs, 

the challenges they present are similar. 
Among the problems is an increase in un- 
authorized use. MITA will be taking on a 

new responsibility with these three new 
islands: management of access and use. 

This is a major step in our growth, and our 
success in this will unquestionably bring 
requests for help from other private island 
owners. 

The growing number of private islands 
coming into the Trail system also increases 

our obligation to help the owners care for 
their islands. In most cases, they want their 
lands to remain wild and untouched. Our 
main responsibility is to use the islands 
without impact and to urge others to do the 

same. However, owners are encouraged to 

request MITA’s help in outdoor projects 

such as trail clearing, brush cutting and 

burning, and similar work that could benefit 
from extra hands. The importance of strong 

participation in these projects cannot be 
overemphasized. In addition, both private 

and public islands will gain from our new 
“adopt-an-island” policy, in which mem- 

bers may sign on as stewards of individual 
islands. 

Such work will continue to builda solid 
and conservative reputation for MITA. This 

is the key to winning the trust of other island 

owners. But even more difficult will be the 

job of gaining the respect, or even accep- 
tance, of professional mariners such as 
commercial fishermen and the coastal ma- 

rine industry. It is important to keep in mind 
that we are literally playing on their work- 

ing grounds — at least in their eyes — and 

interference with their work through igno- 

rance or ineptness does little to advance our 

Cause. 
Persons in small boats are in much the 

same Class as bicyclists in traffic: hard to see 

and frequently ignored. Safety lies in defen- 
sive driving, whether you are on a Schwinn 

or in a sea kayak. Also, the more we can 

learn about fishing methods and how the 
boats are operated, the better able we will be 

to stay out of their way. To this end, a 

regular feature of these newsletters will be 

descriptions of various fisheries. 

In wrapping up, if 1989 was the year of 
testing, 1990 is going to be the year of work 

for the Maine Island Trail Association. But 

as I have said before, it’s not so much 

physical labor as a grand excuse to get out to 
the Maine islands. We hope to sec you there. 

— David R. Getchell, Sr. 

Trail Director 

City 

Renewal) New member) Phone 

State 

60 Ocean Street, Rockland, ME 04841 ' 

207-594-9209 

Sign me up for MITA ($25) Q 
MITA/Island Institute ($50) 0 

Send me information 

on both groups Q 

The MITA is maturing rapidly, and is moving toward accomplishing its 

original goals at a rate beyond all of our expectations. Most of this success is due 
directly to the enthusiastic support of its members, and to continue the work of 
preserving the wild islands of Maine and gaining new access in a responsible 

manner MITA needs your help, both financially and physically. Money and work 

are the linchpins of any successful support group, but in our case they lead to im- 
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Along the Trail 

Kayak Courtesy « Reducing Impact on Coastal Culture 
The low-impact use philosophy 

endorsed by MITA involves more 

than just preserving island ecology. 

It also involves reducing impact on 
the traditional culture and uses of 
the Maine coast. 

The seas may seem vast along Maine’s 
hundreds of miles of coastline, but kayakers 
and lobstermen frequently end up cheek by 

jowl in inlets and secluded coves. In sum- 

mer, lobstermen tend traps in waters often 

just yards from shore because that’s where 

lobsters migrate during the warmer months. 
Kayakers also seem to prefer being close in, 

where views are more interesting and vul- 

nerability to changing ocean conditions is 
reduced. 

This overlap of preferred habitats cre- 

ates a clear potential for conflict. Kayakers 

can inadvertently get in the way of the lob- 

stermen, forcing them to take evasive action 

or miss their buoys when going from one 
trap line to the next. And lobstermen can 
unthinkingly leave nasty wakes that could 
turtle even high volume kayaks. Tempers 
can get frayed. 

To date, little animosity has cropped up 
between kayakers and lobstermen. Ed 
Blackmore, a veteran lobsterman based in 
Stonington, says he’s seena lot more kayak- 
ers in the area over the past two or three 
years, but doesn’t have any complaints and 
says he hasn’t heard of any conflicts be- 
tween the two groups. 

Greg Griffin, a lobsterman who works 
out of congested Portland harbor, says he 
hasn’t heard any complaints either. He says, 
“the general attitude among lobstermen is 
that kayakers must be a little loony,” but 
they don’t cause many problems. He notes 
that lobstermen are also more likely to take 
a benign view of kayakers because they 
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aren’t potential trap poachers, as are other 

recreational boat owners. “‘As suspicious as 

lobstermen are, especially on foggy days, 

they know a kayaker would sink himself if 

he tried to pull up a trap,” Griffin says. 

As is often the case when two cultures 
first mingle, each group initially regards the 

other with a mix of curiosity and amuse- 
ment. But the novelty is likely to wear off 

with time as increasing numbers of kayak- 
ers take to the coast. Despite this, as long as 

kayakers understand the concerns of the 

lobstermen, and vice-versa, no conflicts need 

ever arise. 

Ed Blackmore says the potential for 

conflict occurs even before kayakers get on 
the water. Even though kayaks are rela- 

tively small craft, he’s noticed that kayak 

groups tend to occupy an inor- 

dinate amount of space at pub- 

lic docks and landings while 

they’re preparing to launch. 

“They can tie up the whole 

dock,” he says, preventing a 
lobsterman from landing his 

gear. He also urges kayakers to 

use the shallow end of the dock 
when possible, since many lob- 
ster boats can dock only at the 

deeper end. He notes that just 

by being aware that dock space 
and time are valuable commodities, kayak- 

ers can help lobstermen function more effi- 
ciently. 

Blackmore also says that before kayak- 

ers set out they should also be prepared to 
handle most emergencies without relying 
on local fishermen to bail them out if they 

get in trouble. Blackmore reports that local 

lobstermen had to rescue some kayakers 

last summer. They’re more than willing to 

help in dire cases, but “it’s not something 

they want to do ona regular basis,” he says. 

“Kayakers have got to have a little respect 
for the ocean.” 

Out on the water, it’s always prudent to 

give a lobsterman a wide berth when pad- 

dling by. When a number of lobster boats 
are working the ledges, that’s not always 
possible. “In high traffic areas, you’re bound 

to get in someone’s way,” says Tom Roe- 
ber, head of MITA’s Casco Bay Section. 

The main potential for collisions comes 

from carelessness on the part of one craft or 

the other. Griffin says that kayakers some- 

times get “so engrossed in the view that they 

become a little bit careless.” And lobster- 
men will admit that they often become so 

wrapped up in their routine that they don’t 

notice low-slung kayaks before accclerat- 
ing on to their next set of traps. 

Ed Friedman of Dragonworks says that 

it’s best to assume that lobster boats don’t 
notice kayakers. The most vulnerablc time 

comes when crossing the bow of a lobster 
boat carving a slow arc as the lobsterman 

hauls traps in the stern. When the pilot 

returns to the wheelhouse, he quickly accel- 

erates after a glance around. Not being 
accustomed to look for ultra-small craft, he 

may easily overlook kayaks. 

Griffin suggests that kayakers observe 

lobstermen and learn their habits. “Watch 

and see what they’re doing,” he says. “Most 

of the work is repetitive. If they’re pulling 

pairs, they do a lot of loop-to-loops. You 

can anticipate what their destination is.” 

For the most part, kayakers are advised 

to waive their right-of-way when approach- 

ing a lobster boat. Roeber suggests that 

kayakers defer to traditional coastal uses 

and not worry so much about the rules of the 

road. For one, kayaks are more mancuver- 

able than lobster boats. “Even if you have 

the legal right, it’s best not to push it,” he 
says. 

Perhaps the worst attitude, which few 

kayakers seem to adopt, is the “these-are- 

public-waters-and-I-can-go-where-I-damn- 

well-please” approach, enforcing the exact 

letter of the law. These kayakers may be 

right in the eyes of the judge, but MITA 
encourages its members not to overlook the 
value of tradition and the hard work it takes 
to make a living from the sea. And there’s 
also the might-vs.-right issue. As bicyclists 
sharing roads with automobiles well know, 
a collision renders moot most theoretical 

arguments over rights, at least for the occu- 

pant of the smaller craft. 

Griffin anticipates a generally amicable 

relationship between kayaks and lobster- 

men in the future. He says he has far more 

complaints about other recreational boat- 
ers, such as the owners of oversized power- 

boats that fly by and kick up wakes that 
upset the lobster tanks. 

And then there are the problematic 

windsurfers. “Kayakers are OK,” he says. 

“It’s the windsurfers who terrify me. Those 
people have got to be brain dead.” 

— Wayne Curtis 



Down the Maine Island Trail in 1880 
FROM ANDOVER, MASS., TO BAR HARBOR, ME., IN AUG., 1880. 

BY G. W. W. DOVE. 

THE shadow-canoe is a small cedar lap-streak keel boat, 
thirteen feet long by two and one-half beam, and of about 
sixty pounds weight; decked over, except where the oper- 
ator sits, and is propelled by a double paddle, or sails. In 
the bow and stern are water-tight compartments of about 
two cubic feet each in capacity, which render the cance 
very buoyant and safe in rough water. It is yawl-rigged, 
and sails very well before the wind. The steering is done 
by means of lines leading from the yoke on the rudder toa 
cross-bar on a post stepped under the deck within easy 
reach of the feet of the operator, who sits in the bottom of 
the canoe. 

On the trip in question some supplies were taken, such 
as water, pilot-bread, etc., and a good-sized portmanteau 

carried the necessary clothing. All these were comfortably 
stowed away, fore and aft, leaving the middle free for the 

passenger. The portable masts and sails and an extra pad- 
dle were stowed on each side of him, also a dipper, 
sponge, fog-horn, compass, chart, etc., conveniently near. 

The journey was begun on Monday morning, the gth of 
August, by two gentlemen, the writer and Wm. R. Robe- 
son, of Boston, each in his own canoe, with everything 

carefully stored and made fast, so that, in case of an un- 

lucky upset, nothing would be lost. The start was made 
at 9 o’clock, from below the dam at Frye Village, Andover, 
Mass., on the Shawshin River, a tributary of the Merrimac. 

Paddled leisurely down until 10:15, when we reached the 
Merrimac a mile or so below Lawrence. Rubbed pretty 
hard over the shallow places and rapids, running one, on 

which we came nearer being capsized than at any other 
time during the trip. The run down the Merrimac was 
very pleasant, with the exception of two very lively rapids, 
where it was rather exciting. At the principal one, a mile 

or two above Haverhill, government dredges were at work 
deepening the water, and we were very nearly nipped out 

of our boats by the chin, as we shot under one of the 
mooring cables stretched across within two feet of the rush- 
ing water. We felt all the more thankful for our escape 
when we saw some poor fellows drying their clothes, just 

below the rapids, having been capsized as they attempted 
to run them. They had lost everything that the boats 
contained, including some valuable guns. Reached Haver- 
hill at noon, when, feeling a slight breeze behind us, we 

spread our “dandies” (a little leg-of-mutton sail just astern 
of the paddler). Soon after, the breeze freshened, when we 

landed, stepped our masts and hoisted our mainsails and 
jibs, though the latter were never of much use. The 
mainsail is of the “lug” pattern, of about thirty cubic feet 

area, and is quite effective in a good breeze anywhere from 

abaft the beam. Lunched on board while sailing down the 
river. At 4:15 we reached Newburyport. Landed just 

above the city, stowed our sails and took a swim; then 

paddled down, hauled our canoes out and housed them, 
and resorted to the Merrimac House for the night. 

Tuesday, roth. Were off again at 9, A. M., and in an 

hour were out of the river and on the salt water. Passed 
Salisbury Beach at 10, and the Boar’s Heads at 11:30. 

Paddled on over a gentle swell until 12:30, when we came 

to Rye Beach, where we landed for dinner and a rest, as 

three hours of steady work was a little trying to untrained 

muscles, at first. After a good dinner at the Farragut 

House we were ready to proceed, but were detained, until 

quarter past 4, by a violent thunder storm, which we were 

quite content to witness from the piazza of the hotel rather 

than experience on the ocean. Tried our sails again, but 

made slow progress, so stowed them and paddled along the 

shore to the entrance of Portsmouth Harbor, where, at 6 

o’clock, we hauled out and passed a very comfortable 
night at the Wentworth House. The distance from New- 

buryport to Portsmouth is, by the way we went, about 
twenty miles, which we accomplished in a trifle more than 
five hours. 

Wednesday, rth. Started again at 9, A. M., with the 
wind ahead. A fine sunny day, which we fully realized 
before night by the impression it made on our arms and 
backs, which became as red as a boiled lobster, and felt 

about as comfortable, probably, as one when boiling. At 

10:15 passed Whalesback light, and soon after sighted the 
«Nubble,” a curious-looking object, not unlike a huge egg, 
with a light-house perched on the top of it. At York, 
which we reached soon after noon, we were glad to cool 

our heated limbs by a plunge in the surf. Had a good 
dinner after a hard struggle, on account of the numerous 
summer guests recreating there, and shoved off again at 
2:15. No fair wind to-day, so had to paddle steadily, and 
we were not loth to point our bows in shore when we 

arrived off Wells Beach. Landed at 6 and made snug for 
the night. A pretty hard day, with little wind, and the 
sun beating down on us all the way. Turned in after a 
hearty supper, but it did not seem more than five minutes 

before it was morning, and we as hungry again as though 
we had not tasted food for a week. 

Thursday, rath. Off at 9:15 a. M. A fine cool morning 

without a ripple on the water. Cape Porpoise, away in 
the dim distance, was our objective point. To reach it we 
had to cross an arm of the sea twelve miles wide. As the 

sky was clear and the sea calm, however, we ventured it, 

instead of following the coast, and, after a steady pull of 

nearly three hours, we were safely over. After doubling 

the cape we hoped to cut off another good piece, between 

us and Saco, by going through a creek.’ We noticed that 
the tide was pretty well out, and asked a fisherman if we 
could get through. “Oh, yes, with them things,” was the 
encouraging reply. So we started in among the islands. 
Before getting far in, another fisherman was a little doubt- 
ful about our getting through, but was sure we would not 
have to wait more than twenty minutes, any way, and 

suggested that, if we got stuck, we could take our ships 
under our arms and walk over. As we should cut off a 
couple hours of hard work, or hoped we should, we took 

courage and proceeded. Soon passed another mar:, in a 

boat, who informed us that we should have to wait an 

hour. This did not dismay us, as he might be mistaken, 

so we pushed on. The creek grew narrower and shal- 
Ue, 



lower, and at last there was no water at all. It did not 

look as though the tide would ever cover the huge rocks 
and rubbish that extended as far as the eye could reach; 
so, in desperation, we backed out, as cheerfully as the cir- 

cumstances would admit. Moral: 
creeks at low water. We did not reach the Point of Rocks 
off Biddeford Pool until 2:25. p. m., and were rather drear- 
ily lunching on a bit of hardtack, when our friend, Mr. 
Joseph W. Smith, who, from the piazza of his hotel, had 
espied the two little specks out on the water, as we were 
passing, drove quickly down to the Point, and hailed us, and 
we paddled round into the harbor at the Pool, and had the 
pleasure of dining with him. We intended to go on imme- 
diately after, to Cape Elizabeth for the night, but as we had 
already experience enough for one day, there teing no wind, 
concluded to remain where we were, which decision we did 
not regret, as we found we had fallen among friends. 

Friday, 13th. Started at 8:30, a. M., the water still as a 
mill-pond, the sun shining brightly, and a gay party giving 

us a good send-off. At 11:30 passed Richmond Island, 

when we spread sails and slanted over to Cape Elizabeth, 

where we dined quite comfortably at the hotel. At 2:15 
proceeded again, and had a fine run down to Harpswell, 
at the mouth of Portland Harbor, which we reached at 

6:30. A fine breeze made the water quite choppy, but the 
little boats behaved beautifully, and we enjoyed this, our 
first good sail, very much. Our covers, which fitted snugly 
around us, and our rubber coats protected us from the 

water, which sometimes seemed to cover the whole canoe 

as she plunged under a high wave. One charm about this 
kind of sailing is the delightful freedom from having to 
retrace one’s course in order to get home again before 
night — often midnight—as we carry our homes with us 
for the time being. 

Saturday, 14th. Started at 8:30, a. M., though it was 

raining a little. The paddle across to Cape Smallpoint was 
against quite a head sea. Shipped a number of white caps 
which drenched us, since we could not paddle in over- 
coats, but the exercise kept us in a glow, and we passed 
safely over. At 11:30 passed the lonely island of Seguin, 
with its solitary light-house perched on its high cliff. Then 

came an hour of rugged work as we paddled across the 
mouth of the Kennebec, against wind and tide, and waves 
higher than our heads. If we had known what was in 
store for us when we started in-the morning we should 
not have left Harpswell so willingly. After fairly getting 
off, however, there was no turning back, as we might have 
been swamped in attempting it. But I do not consider 

that we were in any particular danger so long as we could 

keep head on to the waves and make any progress, as our 

buoyant little canoes, completely covered in, shed the water 
quickly and safely. They required all of our attention 

though, and we did not idle much until we were safely 

over, and in behind a sheltering island, where we stopped 

at 1 o'clock for rest and lunch. Got into some dry clothes 
and shoved off again at 2:30, bound for Mouse Island, 

some fifteen miles distant. The wind had gone down, and 
so we had to rely upon muscle alone. At 4 we were off 

Old Harbor, or Cape Newagin, rejoicing that the roughest 
part of our journey was well over. Rain trbubled us not 
a little, and at one time we stopped under an old fish- 

house, built on piles, and let it pour for a good hour. It 
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was a leaky shelter though, and reminded us of the Shaks- 
pearean gaberdine. But it was getting late and we had to 
push out into the shower and make the best of our way 
to Mouse Island, which we reached at dark, and, hauling 
our canoes above high water mark, we sponged out the 
little water that had stolen in — expected to find much more — 
put on the covers. locked them up, and, with our port- 
manteaus, walked up to the hospitable hotel for Sunday. 
We changed our wet clothes, had supper, and slept in a 
closet, which, however, we did not mind a bit. I believe 
we could have slept on a picket fence, though of course 
we were thankful that we did not have to try. 

_ Sunday, 15th. Rested —that is, most of the day. We 
considered it a work of necessity to take a run up the 
river to Boothbay to dry our sails, there was such a dry- 
ing breeze! — but we did not continue our journey until 
Monday, 16th, when we shoved off at 8, A. M. Quite a 

party saw us start, in our good clothes, and waved to us, 
with good wishes, until we were out of sight around the 
first point; then we landed and got ready for work. Out- 
side found a strong breeze blowing, to which we hoisted 
our sails. The little masts bent under it, and we bowled 
along at an exciting pace, our little sharp bows cutting 
through the water like a knife. The sea was quite smooth, 
our course being behind sheltering islands most of the way. 
At 10:50 rounded Pemaquid Point, where we were tossed 
about a little, but we could stand anything after the Ken- 
nebec river experience. At Marshall’s Island we dined at 
1 o’clock, a pail of nice milk from the lighthouse helping 
us out. Another sail of four hours, past the beautiful 
Camden hills, brought us to the Musscle Ridges, with the 
finest breeze behind us we had yet felt. How we did 
skim over the water! At 8:30, hauled out at Owl’s Head 
for the night. We expected to sleep at Tennant’s Harbor, 
but learned that the only hotel there had been burned, 
With the tide in our favor it was no hardship to paddle on 
a while, after losing the breeze with the sun. The last 

five miles were made under a bright moon, which was a 
very pleasant novelty. Progress, to-day, thirty-two miles. 

Tuesday, 17th. Were delayed in getting off by my 
companion’s steering geer being out of order. A little box 
of tools, which formed part of our outfit, enabled us to 
repair the damage, and at 8:30, A. M., we paddled away 
for the North Fox Island, which we reached at 1 o'clock, 

and dined upon our pilot bread and milk. At 2:30 our 

afternoon breeze brisked up again and carried us flying 
to Eagle Island, where we put up at the lighthouse for 
the night. 

Wednesday, 18th. Our next stop was to be at South- 
west Harbor, Mount Desert Island, the blue mountains of 

which we could just see in the dim distance from the 
lighthouse. Paddled up the bay, with our dandies set, in an 

hour and a half; made seven miles, and entered Egamoggin 

Reach. The steamer Lewiston, from Mt. Desert, gave us 
a friendly “toot” as she passed us, her passengers craning 

their necks at us as though we had been the sea _ serpent. 

A brisk breeze was blowing against us. At 1:20, Pp. M., bread- 

and-milked on the end of Pond Island, and resumed our 

paddles again at 3 o’clock. Southwest Harbor, with a stiff 

northeast breeze and a bay full of white caps between, 
was twelve miles distant, but there was nothing to do but 

to push on, though we had been working hard since morn- 



ing. At quarter past 5, passed Bass Harbor light without 

accident, which we considered good time. Tried our sails 

on changing our course a little, but, not making satisfac- 
tory progress, clewed up and paddled round to the harbor, 

not reaching there until past 7, after a hard day’s work 
against the wind all the way. Supper was over at the hotel, 
but the good-natured deacon had a steak cooked for us, 

which we immediately swallowed and called for more. 

Our appetites were not entirely appeased until about 9 
o’clock, and then we had to hunt up a bed, every room at 

the hotels being full. We got through the night somehow. 
I know we slept soundly and breakfasted heartily. Paid 
our one dollar each cheerfully, wondering if the good dea- 
con made any money out of his summer boarders, espe- 

cially canoeists, and at 10, A. M., bore away for Bar Har- 

bor, the end of our journey, which we reached at 2 
o’clock, having made two hundred and seventy-five miles in 
our jolly little boats, in ten working days of about seven 
hours each. The pleasure of our trip was such that we 
really felt regret that it was so. soon over. 

(Reprinted with permission of the publisher from 

"Gleanings from the Sea", a collection of old time tales 

of the Maine Coast republished by Harding Publishing. 

Copies of the book are $45, plus $2 shipping and $2.25 

sales tax Maine residents only; from Harding Rare Books, 

P.O. Box 184, Wells, ME 04090, (207) 646-8785.) 
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Our trial kit: 12 ounces of resin and hardener, 
fiberglass cloth, brushes, measuring cups, fillers, 
roller cover, squegee, gloves and The Epoxy Book. 

Send us $10 and we'll send you our 
System Three Epoxy Trial Kit. 

If you try us, you'll like us. And we 
don't think you'll leave us. 
Our top quality product, backed 
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one reason. Our reasonable price is 
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For those of us who go cruising in small 
boats on a short budget, piloting is still pretty 
much a matter of the old "three L's:" log, 
lead, and lookout. 

The fancier class of yachtsman have long 
since traded in the patent log and leadline for 
electronic mojo boxes that can now tell them 
how deep the water is, where they are, where 
they're going, when they'll get there; some 
are so clever they ought to be able to tell us 
when we're fun. 

There have been great advances in the 
technology of looking out. The first spyglass 
must have been a step forward for the captain 
who used it, and each improvement in optics 
had made the lookout's job easier. Fancier 
yachtsmen now use radar to mount a lookout 
on their boats, and as long as the thing 
works, and as long as they don't hit a log 
that's just barely awash, they're fine. 

Certainly radar is a great tool for looking 
out. With all those dials and controls, it's 
almost as much fun to play with as a PacMan 
game, and on a foggy night a well-tuned 
radar is like a blessing from heaven. I've 
worked on a number of boats that were 
equipped with radar, and have grown at- 
tached to the comforting noise it makes, a 
sort of whine/click, whine/click that lets you 
know it's working. 

The problem with radar is that it's ex- 
pensive, it draws electricity, it's bulky and 
ugly when mounted in the rigging of a sail- 
boat, and yacht-quality radar often doesn't 
work well, and is nearly impossible to repair 
in the out of the way places most cruisers 
dream of going to. My own boat is a 
Sparkman and Stephens yawl, and there's no 
way in the world that I would install radar on 
board, which leaves me with the traditional 
problem of mounting a good visual lookout. 
Ze 

A Modern Da y Spyglass 
Other boats, ledges, buoys, docks, 

floating logs; all these things can be avoided 
only after they're seen. So it's logical to 
think that keeping a good lookout is the first 
step in avoiding collisions, groundings, be- 
ing lost, having to call out for help, and in 
other ways making a fool of yourself on the 
water. 

This isn't much of a problem on a big 
boat, where there are people to steer and 
work the boat while you devote yourself to 
the critical question of whether that nun buoy 
over there, all covered with guano and hove 
down in the current is a number "6," or is 
that an "8?" Once you've made up your mind 
you put the binoculars back in their nifty teak 
rack, make an "X" on the chart that's spread 
out on the chart table, and go on in certainty 
and bliss. Or better yet, have the hired cap- 
tain do it, either before or after he makes you 
a bloody mary. ; 

On a small boat, sailing shorthanded, it 
doesn't go that way. She's dancing around 
on one ear instead of forging along smoothly, 
the chart is folded up and shoved under a 
cockpit cushion where you can look at it for a 
moment without jibing, and instead of 
leisurely peering through the binoculars you 
get occasional snatches when she gets on top 
of a wave and rolls back so you can see out 
under the boom and over the backs of the 
waves. 

For that kind of sailing I've found a pair 
of expensive binoculars are not the right piece 
of gear. They take up too much room, and in 
the inevitable hard knocks of life on a small 
boat they get left on the leeward cockpit seat, 
and then you tack and they take a run and 
land in the footwell, and something gets out 
of whack so that when you look through 
them one eye would be looking in one direc- 

tion, and the other one would be looking just 
a little to the left. Far enough to make every- 
thing appear double, and bad enough so that 
a few minutes staring through the thing 
would give you a really exquisite headache. 

When I first started cruising, I used a pair 
of regular 7x35 binoculars, which were just 
fine. Then mine got banged, and I got into 
the habit of closing one eye when I used 
those binoculars, and discovered that I 
couldn't tell any difference between looking 
with one eye and looking with both. They 
say that binoculars give you depth perception 
that is lacking with a single lens device like a 
spyglass, which may be true, but I couldn't 
see it. An open-minded person can try this 
out; look through a pair of binoculars and 
close one eye. If you can see a difference 
your eyes are better than the fifteen people I 
asked to try this test. 

Once I had proved this to my own satis- 
faction, I wanted to buy what they call a 
monocular. This isn't a monocle, one of 
those things that Prussian barons yse to ac- 
cent their dueling scars. A monocular is re- 
ally nothing more than half of a pair of 
binoculars. It's different from a spyglass be- 
cause the light passes through a prism, which 
is what gives a pair of binoculars their 
strange shape and compact size. It seemed to 
me that a monocular would offer advantages 
in ruggedness and small size that would more 
than offset any lack of depth perception. 

Soon enough I discovered that a monocu- 
lar cost about as much as a pair of binoculars, 
and aren't readily available with the large 
lenses that are so useful for visibility in poor 
light. Being a cheapskate, I didn't like the 
idea of paying the same price for half as 
much, so I decided to repair my damaged 
binoculars. 



With a few small tools and some native 
ingenuity, I took apart the center pivot of the 
binoculars, and got the two oculars, or what- 
ever they're called, apart. Eureka! as they 
Say in the inventing business. Right there on 
the table were a couple of monoculars. 

This probably doesn't rank with the in- 
vention of sliced bread, but it pleased me. 
The assembly that used to accommodate the 
center pivot bolt offered a secure point to run 
a bit of line through, so I spliced up a suitable 
lanyard out of 3/16" line, and had a couple of 
monoculars. Since then I've noticed that 
junk shops sometimes have damaged binocu- 
lars with at least one good ocular, and will 
usually sell them for cheap. 

There are some limitations to this rig. 
For one, the focusing screw doesn't work 
very well. At first I tried to rig up some 
clever artifice, and then realized that the tradi- 
tional sailor's spyglass focused by sliding the 
eyepiece in and out, and in some ways this 
system is better. The eyepiece is a tight fit, 
and there's enough friction to hold it in one 
place when it's adjusted. The monocular is 
short enough to be held in the palm of one 
hand in such a way that your fingertips can 
adjust the eyepiece. If you twist it a little it's 
easier to focus it in or out. 

It's possible to pull the eyepiece right out 
of the body, which is probably a bad thing, 
since salt and moisture can get in. My 
monocular has worked like that for eight 
years and is still pretty good, so this may not 
be too big a problem. Also, the eyepiece by 
itself makes a pretty nice loupe. Held close 
to something it magnifies many times, offer- 
ing large views of slivers in your finger, the 
edges of plane irons, cracks in swaged rig- 
ging terminals; that sort of thing. It would be 
easy enough to rig up the binocular focusing 
screw on one of the two monoculars, leaving 
the other a slide-focuser. 

A monocular is small enough to hang 
comfortably around your neck while you do 
other things. With a pair of binoculars 
strapped on you might look pretty romantic, 
like Field Marshall Rommell or somebody, 
but when it comes to doing something useful 
in the cockpit of a boat they get in the way 
immediately. That's when you set them 
down, and a minute later you tack, and 
clunk, there goes the binoculars. 

A monocular can fit in your pocket, you 
can climb into the rigging with it, and when 
you're travelling it can be shoved inside a 
deck boot where it is safe from the attentions 
of baggage handlers. 

Visitors to your boat will be puzzled by 
your arcane gear, and might make the as- 
sumption that you know what you're doing. 
Thieves might decide that the black market 
for odd-looking monoculars is cold, and 
leave them alone. If the ghost of Joshua 
Slocum comes by as you clap this modern 
day spyglass to your eye, he'll probably 
growl "age, me hearty,” or whatever ghosts 
of that ilk growl when they're pleased. 

Looking through one eye causes a certain 
amount of eyestrain. I find that this isn't a 
problem when piloting and keeping a look- 
out, because I'm only looking through the 
monocular for a few minutes in an hour. It 
probably won't work so well for bird watch- 
ers or peeping toms, people who spend hours 
with their eyes glued to the eyepiece. But 
people whose interested run in that direction 
usually have a good pair of powerful binocu- 
lars, and that's the last thing you want 
knocking around on deck of a small boat. 

Another useful feature of having a couple 
of these monoculars on board is that you 
have a spare; useful if you drop one over- 
board. Also useful if somebody else on 
board wants to look too. When they start 
-tugging at your arm and saying "lemme see, 
lemme see," you can hand them the spare and 
shut them up. 

A glass of this type is useful at night or in 
poor visibility. You can use the free eye to 
locate a buoy or other boat, using normal vi- 
sion, and then shut the free eye and open the 
eye looking through the glass for a closer 
view. This sounds strange, but is a common 
technique for people who shoot rifles with 
telescopic sights, and is also useful for taking 
star sights with a sextant. 

Perhaps the best part of this whole rig is 
that it's cheap. When conditions are bad and 
spray is flying you have enough to keep you 

busy without worrying about a pair of ex- 
pensive binoculars. 

If you have a beat-up pair of binoculars 
you can try them out as monocular. If you 
don't like it, you can put them back together 
again and have your binoculars. Don't do 
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this with your uncle's favorite Zeiss binocu- 
lars, or you might find yourself on the short 
end of his will. But most boaters have an old 
pair of binoculars around, and even if you 

have a better pair, these cheap and rugged 
monoculars will save the good ones for better 
use. 

Now I'll climb into a pulpit for a brief 
sermon on decorum and spyglasses. When 
we're cruising we spend a good part of our 
days in the open cockpit, enjoying the air and 
the scenery. Certainly a handsome boat de- 
serves a lingering glance filled with apprecia- 
tion. But gawking at people through a spy- 
glass when they're on board their boat seems 
to me just as rude and stupid as peeping 
through the windows of their home. 

Stephen Eric Olson 

[| BOATHOUSE || 
ALDEN OCEAN SHELL 

APPLEDORE POD 
MAAS AERO, 24, DRAGONFLY 
TRINKA 8 & 10 DINGHIES 

SUNFISH & LASER 
DIRIGO SEA KAYAKS 

THULE RACKS 
ROWING INSTRUCTION 

55 SPICER AVE., NOANK, CT 06340 
© (203) 536-6930 

PISCATAQUA WHERR 

oa 

14” x 47° hand laid fiberglass wi 
mahogany trim. Workmanship is of 
traditional yacht high quality stand- 
ards throughout. Molded from ori- 
ginal carvel planked 19th century 
wherry built and used at the mouth 
of the Piscataqua River. Well bal- 
anced with deep, full length keel. 
For surprising rowing ease, wheth- 
er by yourself, with passengers or 
with cargo. Rugged, sturdy rowing 
boat ideal for pleasure, sport or 
good health. Amazing stability: with 
sharp entry to the seas and tradi- 
tional wine-glass transom. 

BAY MAINE BOATS 
P, O. BOX 631 

KENNEBUNKPORT, ME 04046 
(207) 967-4282 
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Modem wooden boats : 
for rowing and sailing 
Ask for details 
on our new 19 

Swifty LencTH: 120” 
WEIGHT: 105 Lbs. 
KIT: $600 
FINISHED: $1,700 
CATALOG: $2.00 

Specialists in Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

65 Main St, Topsham, Maine 04086 (207)729-7402/ 443-3533 

SWAMPSCOTT DORY 

Our 17’ version of the Swampscott Dory has more 
beam and one more plank per side. She’s very similar 
to those Coast Guard surf boats, and is available in 

sail or rowing rig. A splendid boat. 
Send for our brochure. 

t Lowell, Co., Inc 
3 KQ Lane’s End, Newbury, MA 01950 p< 

(617) 462-7409 

Custom wooden boats; mast hoops; authentic nautical furnishings. 

HARDKNOCKS CANOE SHOP 
cedar canoes 

; L214, WH i; 

ee 
a 

construction * repairs * recanvassing 
BRENDAN CURRAN, HOPE, MAINE 04847 + 207-763-3074 

7 PRS RAL Se bab Daido alias? 

LOON 
SEA+KAYAKS 
Beautiful, 

Wood-core, 

Fiberglass, Epoxy. Info: 
Bx 253, Smallpt. Rd., Seb- 
asco, ME 04565 489-1565 

“WR 3 

Replica Rushton and St. Lawrence Skitts 

NORTH RIVER BOATWORKS 
6-MEIm St., Albany, New York 12202 518-434-4414 

Information $2 00 

TRADITIONALLY BUILT SMALL CRAFT 
SKIFFS, DORIES, YACHT TENDERS - SAIL, QAR, MOTOR 

HONEST BOATS AT HONEST PRICES 

ALSO “TORPEDO” PLYWOOD RECREATIONAL SHELL 

PLANS $25 STUDY PRINT $3 

CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEXT WOODEN BOAT 

ROB BARKER PO. BOX IQ, MONTAGUE, MA 01351 PH. (413) 367-2424 



“Imagine... 
---owning a boat that turns heads and re- 

ceives genuine compliments wherever you go. 

She is simple to rig, fast and exhilarating to 

f sail, yet seaworthy and amazingly stable. She's 

so well-mannered that a novice will quickly 
learn to trust her and an expert will recognize 

and enjoy her potential. She loves a breeze. 15 
“© knots is a picnic! And, oh yes, she’s a delight 

under oars. Structural fiberglass work, gener- 

ous teak woodwork, bronze hardware, and fin- 

* ish details are examples of how good & boat can 
. be if the builder truly cares. 
: The original drawings appeared in Cha-~ 

. pelle’s "American Small Sailing craft", dated 

=, 1888. Times have changed but the sea has not. 
Over a century later, the MELONSEED SKIFF is 

s-= finding its way back into the hearts of boaters 
meee Who appreciate quality, performance and tradix~ 

tion. 

Boats are often dreams not yet fulfilled, 
and they both come in all sizes. We all can't 

afford a big boat, but we can have a good boat. 
Read about the MELONSEED SKIFF and dream 

about how good it might be. We honestly assure 
you that, quite simply, it is that good...and 
perhaps better!" 

Woodstrip 

(Waterera 

lS 
PS CANOES, 

317-837-3565 

P.O. Box 430 Humarcck, MA G20¢7 

a Aindangt 4! 

fp wb 

Seaport's Boston Boat Shop 
Pier 3 : . KAYAKS & 

Charlestown Navy Yard SMALL BOATS 
Boston, MA Built in modern wood construction. 
617-242-1475 Also Accessories, Supplies, Resto- 

SPECIALIZING IN: ration & Repair, Custom Designs. 

AL BRATTON 
P.O. Box 1140 Builder 

Lansdale, PA 19446 215-234-0680 

Wooden hoat construction and repair 

Custom skiffs built to order 

Restoration work 

Custom interior joinery work 
Fiddlehead Boatworks 

Stock & Custom Construction of 
All Manner of Wooden Boats 

Spar varnishing 

‘Exterior finishing 

Doch space available for some jobs 

Boatbuilding and lofting classes 
Repairs ¢ Recanvassing ¢ Upholstery 

Restoration ¢ Refinishing * Caning Mike Collins & Jennifer Schaafsma Rt. 1, Box 1060, Bradford, VT 05033 802-222-5583 

Visitors are welcome to observe our current projects, 
we are two piors over from the U.S.S. Constitution 

New England Historic Seaport 

Building 10, Charlestown Navy Yard 
Boston MA 02129 / 617-242-1414 

Repair & Restoration 
Of Wooden Boats 

WILL BUILD ON COMMISSION: 
Sailing dorics, daysailers or cruising 

boats to 30’ LOA, built to your 
requirements. All of superior con- 

struction in wood at reasonable price. 
THE LANDING BOATSHOP, PO 
Box 1490, Kennebunkport, ME 04046. 

207-985-7976. 

(508) 758-6234 

10’6" ~ 20 Ibs. 
If the concept of a 10'6", 

20 pound classic double paddle 
cruising canoe appeals to you 
as it did to Nessmuk back in 
the 1800's, send for free info 

and sample copy of my news- 
letter. 

Feather Canoes 
3080 N. WASHINGTON BLVD. 

SARASOTA, FL 34234 

(813) 953-7660 

‘Wood/Canvas Canoes 

“Restored/ Recanvased 

“Bought/Sold 

cMtke “Huston 

“Phila. SPA 1-215-342-8705 

Custom Built Traditional Wooden Boatg 

HUMPHREY BOAT WORKS | 
45 AUCOOT RD. MATTAPOISETT, MA 

yo ‘ey 

Specializing in 
co Antique & Classic @ 

€e Boats 
Soatese 

Painting: Varnishing 

Rub Rails- Decks 

Transoms: Interiors 

Refastening 
% 

Frames - Planking 

Caulking 

Keel Bolts 
‘ond 

Free Estimates 
nw, 

“Ron Denman 

276 Joshuatowf, Road 
“Lyme, Conn, 

At 18' the "A (Awesome) 
Duckah" leaps far ahead of the 
Delaware Ducker revival, Ov~ 

ercoming the limitations of the 
smaller boat while retaining, 
and expanding upon, its vir- 
tues. 

Available in a range of 
models from the fully~decked, 
short-rigged expedition boat, 
to the keen family daysailer, 
and on to the no~holds~barred, 

whooping and hollering, 

flat-out racer. Bare hull, kit, 

or yacht finish. 

Do, by all means, inform 

yourself on the merits of this 
safe, sturdy, beautiful and 

fast craft. Write or phone up. 

THAYER & COMPANY 

2106 Atlee Rd, Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

804-746-0674 



Plans 
RAVEN 'S WING WATERCRAF 

BUILD YOUR OWN PLYWOOD 
GREENLAND STYLE SEA KAYAK. 
PLANS, PATTERN, MANUAL, $40. 

KITS & BOATS AVAILABLE 
RR3 BOX 836, WISCASSET, ME 04578 

(207) 443-6677 

a car top, sleep-aboard 
cruiser for two---- honest ! CATALOG $3 PPD 

HEADWATER BOATS 
She's usually sailed stretched out on the 156 BUNKER CREEK RD. 

CHEHALIS padded deck ( lots of storage and floatation 
below ) the most comfortable boat you have 
ever sailed! The 5'2" beam (on 11'3" 
'LOA.) gives room, and amazing stability, 

- for sleeping two or day sailing four at no 
apparent cost in performance. 

Easy stitch and glue construction . 
Study plans $4, _ Plans, super clear 
instructions, and full sized patterns, $45. 

THOMSON SMALLBOATS 
Box 670, Vestal, N.Y. 13851-0670 

PICCUP PRAM 

11x 4.5'°OA 6.5' x-4' COCKPIT 

100# EMPTY ~ 490# LOADED 

12 CU. FT. STORAGE/BUCYANCY 
TAPED SEAM MULTICHINE 

$1 INFO ~ $20 PLANS 

JIM MICHALAK 

118E.RANDALL LEBANON, IL 62254 

AFFORDABLE 
SLIDING SEAT ROWING 

Build your own drop-in rowing rig 

for use in canoes, skiffs and shells. 

Lightweight and standard options. 
Detailed construction plans and man- 

ual, $23. Ball-bearing wheel kits 
available. Plans and manual for 
lightweight sculling oars (9'9"), 
$17. Both the rowing rig and oars 
utilize common, inexpensive materi- 

als. No unusual tools or woodwork- 

ing skills required. 

OWEN CECIL 
P.O. BOX 584M 

MANISTEE, MI 49660 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for 
the amateur boatbuilder from 10' launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32! 
blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog defining specs, 
plans, contents, prices, etc. 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON *FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 ar- 

ticle reprints on small boat designs written through the years by E. 
Weston Farmer, N.A., considered by many to have been one of the out- 

standing marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $1 por 
page. All articles include lines drawings, offsets, etc. that you oan 
use. Send $2 for catalog listing 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD WAYZATA, MINNESOTA 55391 612~473.2360 

Build this 11’6" dory from two 
DORITA 4x8 plywood eccerine & in- 

structions, plus catalog of six 
designs, $15 plus $1 postage. 
Catalog alone $5 (refundable 
with plans purchase). 

126 Turner Street 
DESIGNER'S Beaufort, NC 28516 

BOATPLANS (919) 728-6544 
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COMMON SENSE DESIGNS 
YOU CAN BUILD A BETTER 
BOAT THAN YOU CAN BUY! 

Build 

CORSAIR 
Maybe the fastest, 

surely the most 

interesting, boat 

you can build. 

Vo, «wm JOIN THE REVO“ 
ee LUTION TO COM 

= MON SENSE! 
PLEASE SEND ME: 

(J) corsair Plans for $55. 

| Study Packet for Corsair and 12 

other COMMON SENSE DESIGNS, $5. 

STATE ere 

COMMON SENSE DESIGNS 
P.Q. Box 91429, Portland, OR'97291 

[EOD © ESIC, Boat 

Plans & Kits 
¢ Full size patterns 

+ Instruction manual 
* Design portfolio 

: send $1.00 

MONFORT ASSOCIATES 
RFD 2 Box 416 - Wiscasset, Maine 04578 

19' Garvey Workboat 
Just one of tne designs in our catalog of stock plans (S2). 

$'-20' Sail, Row, Power, Paddle 
Modern piywood or cold-molded construction. 

Custom Designing at Reasonable Rates. 

Robert W. Stephens Wooden Boats 

23 Vining Street, Lisbon Falls, ME 04252 (207) 353-9616 

NYMPH: 7'9"x 36" Tack & Tape “Witch” Craft 
Just eight hours in your shop can flesh out this dynamically 
rounded hull that Phil Bolger engineered into Nymph’s five 
flat plywood panels. Quick and responsive under sail or 
oars, easy to cartop, and the most boat at the lowest invest-||- 
ment of labor and materials. 

PLEASE SEND ME: {] Complete construction plans and instruc- 
tions for $25.00 [2 Study plan packet for Nymph and 24 other 

easy-to-build Instant Boats for $3.00 

BOOKS: ( Instant Boats, $15.00 0 Build the New Instant Boat, 

$19.95 ©) Go Build Your Own Boat, $20.00 (3 Build the Instant 
Catboat, $9.95 0) How to Build the Gloucester Light Dory, $5.95 

C Keeping a Cutting Edge: Saw Filing, $7.95 Add $1.00 S&H 

S| iY ees ee TE Zip 

Harold H. Payson & Co. 
Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach Road * South Thomaston, ME 

04858 © 207-594-7587 



oF 
re America’s 

Marine Plywood Center 
* Teak, Okoume, Sapele, Fir, Lauan, 
plus dozens of other specialty woods 

¢ Giant-size scarfed panels 

¢ Large stocks available 
« Special freight allowances 
¢ Order direct from anywhere in U.S.— 

call toll free: 

1-800-345-1712 
The Harbor Sales Company, Inc. 
1400 Russell Street 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

Oars 5’ — 16’ 

Solid Spruce — Ash 
Spoon - Blade - Oval Shaft Oars 

76" . 8. 86" - 9’ ..9'6" . 9'9” 

free brochure contac! 

Water Power Products 

RR1, LaHave, Lunenburg Co, Nova ScotiaBOR 1CO 

PH: (902) 688-2351 

Mast Hoops 
Mast Hoop Fasteners © 

Sail Hanks @ Parrel Beads 

@ Wood Cleats @ Wood 

Shell Blocks @ Deadeves 

@ Belaving Pins @ 
Bullseves @ Custom Bronze 

Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc. 
Lanes End 

Newbury, MA 014950 

(508) 462-7409 

Maine Craftsmanship at it's 
finest. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

anh 8 TEVap, 
(207) 866-4807 

Materials 

Supplies 

Orr's Island Boat Works 
AUTHORIZED 

DEALER 

9-170 HP DIESELS 

FULL PARTS INVENTORY 
EXPERT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Orr's Island, ME 04066 

1-(800)-339-6777 * (207) 833-5852 

(Maine Only) 

CUT COPPERCLENCH NAILS 
We have the old Atlas Co. ma- 

chines. Pure hard drawn copper. Just 
the thing for lapstrake canoes, skiftfs, 
dories. 3 diameters, 1/16", 3/32", 
L/S eeL0ererzes, 63/4U=15 Li4" oe Prices: 
$7.50-$10/l1b. Send $1 for sample pack- 

et. STRAWBERY BANKE, INC. 

P.O,80X 300MB PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 

5 Gal. Pail 
$70.00 ea. 

1 Gal. 
$15.50 ea. 

THE SOURCE FOR: 
WEST 

SYSTEM 

Niere/Fica 

OUTSIDE RI 

POLYESTER RESIN Finest Quality-Always Fresh 
4 of more 
$14.50 ea. 

FIBERGLASS ™ WIDE SELECTION BY THE YARD OR ROLL - FOR EXAMPLE: 

Mat 1-1/2 oz. 38" $2yd# Roving 24 0z 38": $3/yd @ Cloth 10 oz 38" $4.05 /yd 

SILICON BRONZE WOOD SCREWS — MANY SIZES FROM 3/4x8 AT $4.80 TO 
3x16AT $40,50.ALSO STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS AND BRONZE RING NAILS 

GLOUCESTER PAINTS — THE COMPLETE LINE AT 40% & 50% OFF LIST PRICE 

SYSTEM THREE EPOXY RESINS 

MERTON'S FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 399 - East Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Tel. (413) 736-0348 To Order Call Toll Free 1-800-333-0314 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST - WE SHIP U.P.S. ANYWHERE IN USA. 

AWLGRIP 
HARKEN SChaefer 

GAMSELL 
HUNTER 
SAILMAKERS 
Cotton and Dacron Sails 
STANDING AND RUNNING RIGGING 

(207) 236-3561 
16 Limerock Street, Camden, 

Maine 04843 

VOLVO PENTA 
Orr's Island Boat Works 

28 and 43 HP Diesel Engines 

Smaller Size, Less Weight 

Complete Package Including Reverse Gear 

Old Volvo Diesels Rebuilt 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Orr's Island, ME 04066 
1- (800) 339-6777 (207) 833-5852 

Maine only 

ip, lksie 

CANOE HARDWARE 

1 Pa Glee Ci8e 

4) Tacks, 3/8" Oval Brass 

Bands, Clineching Irons, 

Bronze. Carriage Bolts, 

Plans, Clear White 

Price List Available. 

NORTHWOODS CANOE SHOP 

RFD #3, Box 118-2A 

Dover-Foxcrott, ME 04426 

Canoe 

Stem 

S/ lo" 

Canoe 

Cedar. 

(With Catalyst) 

20 ormore 4 pails or more 
$14.00 ea. $67.50 ea, 

COD 

ofa i 
SHIP 
CHANDLERY 

Established 1907 

EpiFAnes & 
YACHT FINISHES 

GS, 800-343-9350 

SAN 58 VAN ZANDT AVE. 
401-847-4215 Newport, RI 02840 



“SEA KAYAKS. 
NEW ENGLAND COASTAL KAYAKERS 

* Fine British & American Sea Kayaks ¢ Equipment 

© Wet suits ¢ Dry suits « Safety gear ¢ Books, etc, 

sold by Patient Enthusiasts « Waterfront Location 

BAIDARKA EXPLORER, DAWNTREADER, IONA, ICE 
FLOE, ORION, FIORD, SOLO, SEA RUNNER, SEA 

VENTURE ALSO MINI KAYAKS, TOURING 
DOUBLES AND WHITE WATER PLAY BOATS ! 

203-669-7629 
P.O. Box 534 

Westbrook, CT 06498 

Largest Selection of Canoes 

in New England 
nearly 500 on display 

Old Town, Alumacraft, Michi-Craft 

White, Merrimack, Sportsman 

Prices like the good old days. 

FERNALD’S 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 

(508) 465-0312 

CAJUN PIROGUE 
13! 12" 

PLANS, STENCILS 

FIBERGLASS KITS 

Lightweight, sturdy, 

maneuverable. Excellent 
hunting, fishing boat. 

Send SASE for info. 

385 PLYMOUTH st, 
HALIFAX, MA 02338 (617) 335-3643 

LEARN YACHT & COMMER. | 
CIAL BOAT DESIGN OR 
WOODEN BOAT BUILDING 
Two full-time residential programs 
combine theorv with practice in crea- 
tive and challenging environments De- 
sign students studv marine engineering 
and drafting along with CAD training 
and daily exposure to an active hoat- 
shop. Boathuilding students learn to 
construct a classic wooden dory and a 
graceful day sailer with the option of 
a cruising hoat instead. Equal oppartu- 
nity enrollment. V.A. approved. 

THE LANDING SCHOOL 
P.O. Box 1490 M 

Kennebunkport, Maine 64046 
(207) 985-7976 

A Mystery Launch 
Going on the auction block 

this coming August at the Shipyard 
Museum's annual Antique Boat Auc- 
tion in Clayton, New York, will be 

a lovely small launch whose origins 
have only recently become clouded 

in mystery. Purchased in Fort 

Lauderdale years ago by _ Robert 
Cox, who has a summer home on 

New York's Thousand Islands and 
who is a founder of the Shipyard 
Museum, the launch carried a Flo- 

rida registration describing it as a 
Herreshoff, built in Bristol, Rhode 
Island in 1926. Cox, who has many 
years of experience with antique 
boats, assumed the 13' craft was in 

fact a Herreshoff because the qual- 
ity of its construction matched the 
legendary Herreshoff workmanship, 

but he believed the boat was incor- 
rectly dated. 

A careful examination of the 
entire list of small craft and 
yachts created by Herreshoff Manu- 
facturing revealed that there was 
only one boat the new acquisition 
could possibly be, a yacht tender, 
"Starboard Launch" built in 1914 
for the schooner "Katoura". This 
dating of the launch agreed with a 
letter received in 1973 from Mr. 
A.G. Herreshoff, son of the famed 

N.G. Herreshoff, who agreed that 

it certainly looked like a boat de- 
signed by his father, but that it 
was probably built nearer 1916 than 
1926. 

Cox, a Herreshoff fan _ for 

many years, completely restored the 

launch and then offered it as a gift 
to the Herreshoff Marine Museum in 
Bristolk Mr. Halsey  Herreshoff, 
grandson of the "Wizard of Bristol" 
came to Fort Lauderdale, inspected 

it, and was so enthused about the 

gift that he immediately had the 
boat transported to Bristol in the 
spring of 1989. 

The Herreshoff Museum 

thanked Cox for the gift, saying in 
their letter of acceptance, "this 

boat is absolutely unique, her his- 
tory is extremely interesting, her 
fine condition resulting from your 
restoration and care make her one 
of the finest acquisitions of the 
Herreshoff Marine Museum." 

In subsequent months there 
apparently began some doubts as to 
the authenticity of the launch. It 
was reported that old time Herre- 
shoff employees could not identify 
it as having been built by Herre- 
shoff and suggested that it might 
be a fine example of English yacht 
building. 

Cox will pick up the boat in 
Bristol at the beginning of this 
summer season and transport it to 
the Shipyard Museum in Clayton, 
where he will enter it in the annu- 
al Antique Boat Auction scheduled 
for August 4th. "I have too many 
antique boats at this point," says 
Cox, "and I just hope someone out 
there who appreciates such fine 
craftsmanship would like to carry 
on further detective work concern- 
ing the little yacht tender's line- 
age." 

The 13' craft, powered by a 

small Kermath engine, has typical 
yacht tender seating and an out- 
board rudder, with a double 
planked mahogany hull, unusual in 
so small a craft. Serious inquiries 
from potential bidders can be di- 
rected to Robert Cox, 1900 S.E. 

15th St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316. 

And Now “MacTides” 

For those of you who are also 
computer junkies as well as mess- 
ers about in boats, reader John 

Callahan of Lowell, MA, sent us 
information about "MacTides", soft- 

ware for running on MacIntosh com- 
puters that enables you to work up 
any sort of tidal information you 
desire anywhere around the conti- 
nental U.S.A., Alaska, and the Ca- 
nadian Maritime provinces. Eight 
discs provide all of this, running 
geographically from Newfoundland 
around to British Columbia, hop- 
ping overland from Texas to Cali- 
fornia. A couple of versions are 
offered for different printout sys- 
tems. 

A detailed brochure is avail- 
able from Nautasoft Inc., Box 282, 
Rockland, DE 19732, (800) 
999-5221. 

MACTIDES: 

Fast computation 

-and plotting 

of tidal currents and 

tide heights 



TIME-LIFE "SEAFARER" SERIES. 

Nicely bound 20 volume set, retails 

for $19 per volume or $380 for the 
set. Mint, unused condition, $150, 
shipping extra. 
RALPH NOTARISTEFANO, 

Northport, NY, (516) 757-3087. (5) 

21" POINTER CUDDY CABIN, 1989. 
‘90 HP Tohatsu (36 hrs.) Bottom 
damaged in fall storm. Bilge pump, 
compass, depth and speedo, VHF, 
Navy top. Windshield  w/wipers. 
$25,00 cost. Excellent opportunity 
for handyman repair. Sacrifice 
$12,500. New Calkins trailer too, 
$1,500. 
ANN WELLS, Rowayton, CT, (203) 
85-9750 anytime. (5) 

22' CLASSIC B&S WHITEHALL SAIL- 
BOAT, 1986. Fiberglass center- 
boarder, like new. Sails, 8 hp 
Sailmaster, trailer, more. Asking 
$11,500. 
PHILIP LEASURE, 

(508) 630-2195. (7) 
Gardner, MA, 

14" ZODIAC INFLATABLE’ BOAT, 
wood floor, 9-1/2 hp _ Evinrude, 

windshield, oars, pump, etc. $1,950 
firm. 
STEVE: BLAZEJEWSKI, 

(413) 743-5900. (5) 
Adams, MA, 

17' OLD TOWN "OTCA", wood/fiber- 
glass canoe, 5 years old, 
head-turner. List $2,400, steal it 
for $1,600. 
STEVE BLAZEJEWSKI, Adams, MA, 

(413) 743-5900. (5) 

16" BOSTON CRUISER SEA KAYAK, 
fast, stable day cruiser, kevlar, 
light. Shipping damage. List 
$1,400, easy fix at $850. 
STEVE BLAZEJEWSKI, Adams, MA, 

(413) 743-5900. (5) 

1989 DOVEKIE, on trailer, fully 

optioned, Midnight blue with tan- 
bark sail. Used only three weeks 
in fresh water. $11,500. 
D. DAVIGNON, Edey & Duff, Matta- 
poisett, MA, (508) 758-2743. (6) 

WANTED. Used street legal trailer 
to accomodate 15-1/2' Windmill Class 
sloop, approximately 300 pounds. 

Also need used sails and hardware 
for Windmill. Willing to travel up 
to 200 miles from Hudson River 
valley area. 
TONY DIAZ, Gardiner, NY, (914) 

895-9165. (6) 

12' BOLGER CARTOPPER. Built as 
prototype and married to Mirror 
dinghy sailing rig. Well balanced 
and pulls well. $250. 
KARL BERARDI, 
(603) 668-4445. (6) 

Bedford, NH, 

SAILBOATS, YOUR CHOICE. 12', 
14", 16', each with galvanized 
trailer, $1,995. 16' Compac, 4hp 
Johnson, trailer needs work, 

$3,000. 
FERNALD'S,. Rt. 1A, Newbury, 

MA, (508) 465-0312. (5) 

21' SEA PEARL, 1986. Excellent day 
sailer and beach camper. Convert- 
ible cabin, full reefing sails, wat- 
er ballast tanks, galvanized trailer 
with bearing buddies and submer- 
sible lights, 2-1/2 hp Nisson out- 
board new in 1989, 
WAYNE ESSEL, E. Granby, Cr 
(203) 285-5095 days. (5) 

MAST WITH 

4-1/4" wide at base. 
Alaskan yellow cedar or Sitka 
spruce, partially hollow interior. 
$75 or best reasonable offer. Locat- 
ed Cape May, NJ. 
STAN STOWKOWSKI, Philadelphia, 
PA, (215) 465-4778. (5) 

17' SEA KAYAK, Greenland style. 

Hand-built mahogany. Seaworthy, 

stable and fast. With spray skirt, 
sea sock, flotation/storage bags, 
cradle for roof top transportation. 

Must sell, going back to school. 
$600. 
ART ALLEN, Gloucester, 

(508) 281-4770 days, 
eves. (6) 

SOLSTICE SS SEA KAYAK, $1,200. 

17-112! 
HARDWARE, 

WOODEN 

MA, 
(508) 283-836 

DAVID SCHURMAN, Reading, MA, 
(617) 944-0304. (5) 

TRADE OR _ SELL. One-cylinder 
Briggs & Stratton marine engine 
(built 1930's) originally from small 
centerboard day sailer built in Bos- 
ton area. Engine Type No. 25357, 
Model AMT, Serial No. 38503. With 
belt clutch, shaft, prop, and ex- 

haust pipe. 
PETER FUCHS, Washington, DC, 

(202) 362-8348. (5) 

CROCKER 20 SLOOP, Main, jib, 
genoa, spinnaker, cradle and din- 
ghy. Excellent shape. $1,800. 
MARK MC GUIRE, Manchester, MA, 
(508) 526-4363. (5) 

EXCEPTIONAL OCEAN FRONTAGE. 
4.54 acre lot with 315' of gorgeous 
pink granite shoreline in down east 

Maine. This deep water frontage of- 
fers spectacular views of the open 

ocean, islands, and the _ setting 
sun. Superb sea kayaking area. Lo- 
cated on Great Wass Island, access~ 

ible by bridge. Within walking dis~- 
tance of the 1500 acre Nature Con- 
servancy Preserve. This lot is 
ready to build on, with power, 

driveway and septic included. Of- 
fered at $198,000. 
LEE HOUGHTON, Wallingford, VT, 

(802) 446-2833 eves. (TF) 

Cllasentied Marketplace 
REDUCED SUMMER’ RATES. Sail 
beautiful warm Florida Bay in our 
25' and 34' leeboard sharpies. Nice- 
ly equipped bareboat charters. Fab- 
ulous waters, secluded cruising. 

KEY LARGO SHOAL . WATER 

CRUISES, P.O. Box 1180, Key Lar- 
go, FL 33037, (305) 451-0083. (TF) 

ADIRONDACK GUIDEBOATS. The 
largest selection of guide boats and 
historically correct accessories av- 

ailable from one source. Ten mod- 

els, paddles, oars, yokes, seats 

and hardware. Free information and 
video available. 

INDIAN POINT GUIDEBOAT ©CO., 
732 Midland Ave., Midland, PA 

15059, (412) 643-5457. (TF) 

NOVA SCOTIA HARBOR FRONTAGE. 
25 acres, 200' of deepwater front- 

age, wood lot, well, run-down 

house, 20'x40' shop/garage. In 
lovely Isaacs Harbor Village. Pro- 
tected harbor, public wharf, is- 
lands, views, rugged coast, ship- 
wrecks, fishing, wonderful sailing. 
Offered at $20,000 U.S. 
JOHN OWEN, Box 13, Salem, 

12865, (518) 854-3803. (TF) 

15' WHITEHALL, wooden lapstrake 

cedar on oak. Designed by Bob 
Baker and built at Baker Boat 
Works. A handsome pulling boat 
which never fails to elicit admiring 
comments. Spritsail rig, center- 
board, custom trailer. $3,200. 
TONY MILLHAM, Westport, 

(508) 636-5437. (5) 

23' TRUE ROCKET SLOOP. Hull on- 
ly, construction halted. Mahogany 
on oak. Needs deck, cockpit, etc. 

Probably the last of the line. Could 
be finished by a skilled amateur; a 
professional builder is available for 
hire for consultation or completion. 
As is, $1,600/B.0. 
BOB TUFFLEY, 54 Riverview, Glou- 

NY 

MA, 

cester, MA 01930, (508) 283-2615 
eves. (5) 

DEEP WATER FRONTAGE SOLAR 

HEATED HOME, with private wharf. 
Located in Goldboro, Nova Scotia on 

approximately seven acres. Eight 
years old, three bedrooms, two 

baths, attached greenhouse. 

HANS POLSTRA, RR2, Schubenca- 
die, NS, Canada BON 2H0, (902) 
758-2748. (5) 

14" SKIPPER DAYSAILER, fiber- 
glass, aluminum spars, with trail- 
er. 

DICK DUDEK, Portland, CT, (203) 
342-3373 home, (203) 277-2858 
work. (5) 

20' ST. PIERRE DORY, reasonable. 

JOHN AGNOLI, E. Longmeadow, 
MA, (413) 525-4071. (6) 
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PIANKATANK RIVER, VIRGINIA. 
65x160 lot for sale in subdivision 
on one of Virginia's nicest rivers. 
Not suitable for dwelling due to 
tightened regulations but would be 
perfect for boat storage building. 
Includes access to private concrete 
boat ramp, pier, beach. Two miles 

to canoeing in the unspoiled Drag- 

on Run or ten miles to Chesapeake 
Bay. $2,500 or best offer. 
S. RICHARDSON, Richmond, VA, 
(804) 320-9799. (5) 

19" O'DAY MARINER keel sloop. 
Two mainsails, two jibs, boom tent, 
6hp Evinrude O.B., bow rail, run- 
ning lights, life jackets and lots 
more. $2,000. Delivery possible. 
HAROLD ROSE, Wantagh, NY, (516) 
785-0461. (5) 

OLD BOAT PLANS. Copies from 
"Mechanics Illustrated", "Science & 
Mechanics", "Sports Afield Annual" 
and others. Hundreds available. 
Catalog $4. 
E.,G. RAGSDALE, P.O. Box 48M, 
Westlake, OR 97493, (503) 997-7818. 

13' PLYWOOD BATEAU, 35 pounds, 
good one-man fishing boat, $225. 
SASE for photo. 
DUANE HANSON, RFD 2 Box 830, 
S. Paris, ME 04281, (207) 743-9444 
eves. (5) 
i] 

SKILLED WOODEN BOAT REPAIRS. 
If you're looking for someone af- 
fordable to do professional repairs 
or restoration on your small wooden 

boat, call us. We've been building 
and repairing boats since 1933. 
PERT LOWELL CO., Lanes 
Newbury, MA 01951, 

462-7409. (TF) 

"MORE TALES OF A TOWNIE & THE 

DAMN FOOLE". Collection of latest 
in Tom's series of stories published 

End, 

(508) 

in "Boats". 180 pages soft cover, 
5-1/2" x 8-1/2". $7.50 including 
postage. 

TOM MC GRATH, 
Lynn, MA 1904. 

18' MFG BOWRIDER, 1968, with 1987 
60hp Mariner engine, very few 
hours. Excellent fishing or family 
boat. $3,500. 
JOHN HINCKLEY, Gloucester, MA, 

(508) 546-7122 days, (508) 283-7786 
or (508) 281-0033 eves. (6) 

11 Severance St. 

MONTGOMERY 15 WANTED, any 
condition, must be reasonable. Also 

a copy of "Shrimpy" by Shane 
Acton. 

ROLAND RODWELL, Shelburne, VT, 
(804) 330-7279. (5) 

16' OLD TOWN CANOE, 1930 AA 
grade. Fully’ restored. Mahogany 

trim, beautiful lines. $1,400. Will 
consider Folbot or Klepper double 
kayak as trade. 

JON SAIRS, Calais, VT, (802) 

456-8165. (6) 

16' HIGH VOLUME CEDAR GLASS in 
good shape, $650. 
JON SAIRS, Calais, VT, (802) 
456-8165. (6) 
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SAIL THE VIRGINS. Beautiful, 
fast, sea-~kindly, reasonable, Gal- 
lant 53' ketch "Zulu Warrior". 
Chartering in the Virgins 17 years. 
MARTA WILMERDING-MACFARLAND, 
12 Statesman Terr., Marshfield, MA 

02050, (617) 837-6505. (TF) 

17-1/2' DOUBLE KAYAK, Folbot Su- 

per, non-folding, Hypalon over 
wood frame, blue hull, red deck. 

Very nicely built. Modified to ac-~ 
comodate an Oarmaster sliding seat 
with Martin 9-1/2' "Feathor" sculls. 
Oarmaster and sculls new, never 

used, are included, along with two 

double paddles, full spray skirt 
and rudder. All in EXCELLENT 
CONDITION! $1,200. 
BOB PORTER, Ipswich, MA, (508) 
356-7794. (6) 

16' AMESBURY SKIFF, circa 1946. 
Cotton sails, trailer. Good project, 

needs a little work. $775. 
DAVE HOLE, Northfield, 

(413) 498-4450. (6) 

15'6"- BOLGER DIABLO, WEST (tm) 

MA, 

glued, workboat finish, a great 

fishing skiff, light weight and 
fast. Flotation installed. Hull on- 
ly, $400 

DAVID JOST, Ashland, MA, (508) 

881-7506. (6) 

6' CAPE COD FROSTY, restorable, 

needs rigging and fittings. $50. 
DAVID JOST, Ashland, MA, (508) 

881-7506. (6) 

KEY LARGO CCTTAGE, studio type, 

sunny, warm, enjoy waterfront, 

tropical foliage. Rent includes 16' 
daysailer and windsurfer. $365 per 
week. 

SIHOAL WATER CRUISES, Key Lar- 
go, FL, (305) 451-0083. (1F) 

"THE CARIBBEAN ON $5 A DAY. A. 
Sea Gypsy Handbook for Living in: 
Paradise" by Fritz 

sailboat as an island retreat. 
secret is simplicity afloat, using 
the boat like the olden times gyp- 
sies who roamed the countryside in 
their wagons, self-contained life 
Support modules, making a living 
by their hands and wits. Quality 
softcover, $8.25 postpaid. 
SPANISIi MAIN PRESS, 
Plaza, Suite 237, St. 
00802. (TF) 

Seyfarth. The 

Red Hook 
Thomas, VI 

The | 

KAYAKS & GEAR. Mariner Escape 
sea kayak, roomy, perfect condi- 

tion, fiberglass, skirt, cover, sea- 

sock, complete owner's manual, ex- 

tras, $1,000. VCP Selkie sea kay- 
ak, kevlar, cockpit cover, skirt, 

retractable skeg. Paddled twice. 
Set up for person 5'3" or shorter. 

$1,400. One wooden Cuill paddle, 
2-piece, 108", $110. Two Werner 
Furrer San Juan paddles, 88", 
right hand control, one two-piece, 
one one-piece, $120 each. 
STEVE HANSON, RFD 1 Box 1335, 
Rockland, ME 04841, (207) 
594-2097. (5) ; 

16' ST. LAWRENCE RIVER SKIFF, 
traditional lapstrake construction. 

New, $6,500, for sale by own- 
er/builder. 
FUAT LATIF, Orwell, VT, (802) 
948-2753. (TF) 

17' WOOD/CANVAS CANOE, new. 
White cedar ribs and planks, 

spruce gunwales. Weighs 70 
pounds. Excellent whitewater or 

flatwater boat. $1,800. SASE for 
photo. 

DUANE HANSON, RFD 2 Box 830, 
S. Paris, ME 04281, (207) 743-9444 
eves. (5) 

10'10" ROBIN CLASS SAILBOAT, 56" 
beam, 17'2" mast, main, jib and 

trailer. Phil Rhodes design. 
$1,000. 

ELEANOR CALVIN, Raynham, MA, 

(508) 823-5237. (6) 

16' SNIPE, very old #T3023. 
plete, with new sails. 
seasonal repair. Trailer 
Asking $1,250. 
CHRIS TREMBLAY, Harrisville, 
NH, (603) 827-3796. (5p) 

TWO CANOES. 18'6" Winona, 
coat foam core, kevlar, Sitka in- 

wales. Good condition, $700. Mo- 
hawk XL13 white water complete 

with air bags and Perception sad- 

Com- 

Hull needs 

included. 

skin 

dle. Excellent, like new condition. 

$900. 

JON MATCHER, Westport, MA, 
(508) 672-9576 eves. & wknds. (6) 

NOVA SCOTIA HARBOR FRONTAGE. 
25 acres, 200' of deepwater front- 
age, wood lot, well, run-down 
house, 20'x40' shop/garage. In 
lovely village. Protected harbor, 
public wharf, islands, views, rug- 
ged coast, shipwrecks, fishing,. 

wonderful sailing. Offered at 
$20,000 U.S. ’ 
JOHN OWEN, Box 13, Salem, NY 
12865, (518) 854-3803. (TF) 



18' CLASSIC LAUNCH, built by Cape 
Cod Shipbuilding, 1940. Cedar on 
oak, monel fastened. Good shape, 

90% restored, operable and was in 
the water last year. Atomic Four 
inboard. Could be fashioned into a 
very proud and practical launch. 
Efficient and fun to operate. Fairly 
priced at $1,500 firm. 
CRAWFORD BOATBUILDING, Huma- 
rock, MA, (617) 837-3666. (6) 

16' FIBERGLASS BOAT, beamy open 
style, 1988 20hp Mercury, trailer, 

plus 15 lobster pots. $1,990. 
FRANK MC DONOUGH, 12 Cadish 
Ave., Hull, MA 02045, (617) 
925-4747. (6) 

CAPE DORY 4, excellent original 

condition, $1,900. Delivery pos- 
sible. 
EARLE CADWELL, 

(404) 564-8596. (6) 
Lilburn, GA, 

WANTED. Back issues of "Messing 
About in Boats" and collection of 
"Wooden Boat" magazine; bargain 
price on Bolger Micro or Black 
Skimmer or Diablo. 
KEN PAGANS, 13721 Cayo Gorda, 

Corpus Christi, TX 78418, (512) 
265-9203. (6) 

18' CENTURY RAVEN (looks like a 
Lyman Islander), lapstrake hull, 4 
cyl. Graymarine engine. It's all 
there but needs total restoration. 

$650. 
JON KNICKERBOCKER, Brattleboro, 
VT, (802) 254-4005. (6) 

UNIVERSAL 4-CYL. MARINE ENGINE 
with reverse gear, complete, $250. 

JON KNICKERBOCKER, Brattleboro, 
VT, (802) 254-4005. (6) 

30' INTERNATIONAL 210 SLOOP, 
fast, wet. fun. Eat J-24's for 
lunch. 30'x5'10"x3'10" wt. 2,400 lbs. 
Ray Hunt's most successful sailboat 
design. $2,400 ($1/lb.). 
WOODY BOYNTON, Old Saybrook, 
CT, (203) 388-289 days, (203) 
388-1118 eves. (6) 

SEA KAYAKS & GEAR. Selkie sea 
kayak, $800. Delta kayak $550. As- 
sorted paddles and kayak gear. 
DONAT PARENT, Rumford Pt., ME, 
(207) 369-9376. (6) 

CL 16' DAYSAILER, popular Wayfar- 
er design daysailer, racer, over- 
nighter, new 1989. Seats six, teak 
seats and trim, all else fiberglass. 

Beautiful boat with galvanized 
trailer. By far the best I've sailed. 
New cost over $5,500, sacrifice for 
$3,500 or BRO. 
R. PATTERSON, Wilton, NH, 
654-9687. (6) 

(603) 

FORTABLE DWELLING  INFO-LET- 
TER: About camping, hiking, bi- 
cycling, travelling and living in a 
tent, camper, trailer, boat, remote 
cabin, etc. Reader written, frank 
discussions. Sample $1. 
P.O.B. 190-ME, Philomath, 
97370. TF 

OR 

18' ALDEN O BOAT, ready to be 

converted into schooner as_ de- 

scribed by Peter Duff's series in 
recent issues. Refastening needs 
to be completed, also recaulking or 
fiberglassing per your preference. 
Includes complete-original sloop rig 
in good shape with all rigging, 
sails. $750 with rig, $500 without. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA, (508) 
774-0906 eves. best. 

WANTED. Used Peapod or Swamp- 
scott dory. With or without sailing 
rig. Reasonably priced. 
DICK MERTENS, Concord, 

(603) 226-4225. (6) 
NH, 

WANTED. Rudder for an O'Day 22! 
(1973). Would prefer used but will 
consider new if the price is right. 
JOHN GEDDES, Kingston, MA, (617) 
585-7932. (6) 

16-1/2' TOWN CLASS SLOCP, 1950's 
vintage lapstrake wooden daysailer. 

Needs a lot of cosmetic attention, 
particularly to its mahogany 
planked deck, and some minor hull 

repairs, although it can be sailed 
as is if you don't mind the appear- 
ance and some leaks. Complete boat 
with good rig and so-so sails (main 
and jib). Reduced to $950 to see if 
someone will get it into the water. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA, (508) 
774-0906 after 6 p.m. best. (4) 

SUBSCRIPTION 
ORDER FORM 

YES, PLEASE BEGIN SENDING ME "MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS" 

NAME: 

ADDRESS 

WANTED. Mid-length, stable but 
light rowing boat, sliding seat and 
sail rig okay. Will be in Connecti- 
cut and Massachusetts in August to 
look at offers. 
WAYNE WHITMARSH, 
Omaha, NE 68104. (6) 

4801 Seward, 

17' VINTAGE KAYAK FRAME, 38" 
beam, huge cockpit. Beautifully 
built varnished wood rigid struc- 
ture with floorboards. Looks like 
something from a '40's era "Popular 
Mechanics" project article. $100. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA, (508) 
774-0906 after 6 p.m. best. (4) 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE TO 
SUBSCRIBERS. Anyone who is a 
subscriber to MESSING ABOUT IN 
BOATS may run a classified ad at 
any time, as often as desired dur- 
ing the term of the subscription, at 
no cost. An ad will appear in two 
successive issues following receipt. 
To continue after that, the sub- 
scriber must request further publi- 
cation of the ad. Commercial adver- 
tising is NOT available free, but 
anyone in the trade who subscribes 
may run a free classified ad for 
any personal boat or gear. Product 
lines and services for hire are 
commercial ads and can be run at a 
cost of 10 cents per word per issue 
run. Mail your ad copy to BOATS, 
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984. 

SLAs lee 

I understand that if "Messing About in Boats" does not 4 
measure up to my expectations, I may request a refund J 

of the unfulfilled amount of my subscription payment. jj 

MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO "BOATS" TO: E 

MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS, 29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984 

| 
4 
i 
i 
q 
8 
z 
| 
| 
i cry: 
a 

\ 
lk 
i 
g 
| 
i 
| 
E 
i 
i Ss 24 Issues ~$20 
Hu (FULL 12 MONTH 
a SUBSCRIPTION) 

i 
fl 

6 Issues ~$5 

i 

31 



ALO am 

BOATS 
29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984 (508) 774-0906 

The NOBSKA 

is looking TO 
for a few 

| good friends 

She is the only surviving tall stack coastal steamer on the east 

coast of North America. Help ensure that she will steam again, 

for present and future generations. 

For info write FO.N., PO. Box J-4097, 
New Bedford, MA 02741 

If your organization would like 
to see our slide presentation |} 
“Grand New aasene Lady”, call — =) VIII-5 
401-434-6274. 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
WENHAM, MA. 01984 

PERMIT NO. 53 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

/X BOAT BUILDERS 
STRAWBERY DAY JULY 22 
BANKE Rev ereste 10 A.M - 5 P.M. 

"Three 

VISIT WITH OVER 50 SMALL, BOAT BUILDERS, PROFESSIONAL 

AND AMATEUR, AND LOOK OVER THEIR BOATS. 

TOUR THE HISTORIC BUILDINGS OF STRAWBERY BANKE AN 

HISTORIC WATERFRONT COMMUNITY, ENJOY THE HOMES AND 

GARDENS AND CRAFT SHOPS. 

VISIT THE 70' PISCATAQUA RIVER GUNDALOW “EDWARD H. 
ADAMS' MOORED NEARBY ON THE WATERFRONT. 

VIEW (OR TAKE PART IN) THE TRADITIONAL PULLING 

BOAT RACES ON THE RIVER ADJACENT TO THE MUSEUM. 

INFORMATION AT (603) 433-1100 DAYS 

BOAT SHOW ADMISSION INCLUDED IN REGULAR MUSEUM GATE ADMISSION 

ADULT $8 - CHILD OVER 6 $4 - FAMILY GROUP $22 

rousing cheers’ for 
"Messing About in Boats" and the 
good people at Strawbery Banke for 
putting together the nicest little 
boat show I've participated in dur- 
ing my 16 year career in this 
trade. The "Boat Builders' Day" 
was: small and simple, yet had an 
elegant atmosphere. The boats dis- 
played represented a fascinating 

cross-section of attractive and ver- 
sdtile small craft. It served to re- 
mind me once again that it is the 
interesting and decent people as 

well as the love of good little boats 
that Keeps me in this business. 

While at the show next year, 
be sure to take in the Strawbery 
Banke Museum itself, and then vis- 
it the beautiful waterfront park 
across the street with its gardens, 
and the nearby historic buildings 

of this old seaport." 

Roger Crawford 


