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Our Next Issue... 
Will feature an extensive ex- 

erpting from Jim Dina's fascinating 
book "Voyage of the Ant", about 
his building a birch bark canoe 
just as the Indians did, using only 
pre-European stone age Indian tools 
and techniques, and materials en- 
tirely obtained from New England's 
forests. This is more than a sub- 
ject of interest only to canoeists, 
it goes to the heart of what this 
messing about in small boats means 
to many of us. There'll be a couple 
of stories about first outings in 
small boats with children partici- 
pating. Several of the design and 
project pieces I've been trying to 
get into print should make it, with 
Barry Buchanen's Caribou sea kay- 
ak; Dan Leonard's Windhorse Gos- 
hawk super sailing kayak; Tom 
Page's performance cruising canoe; 
and several tips on handy gadgets 
and techniques in the boatshop. 

On the Cover... 
Action at the Chelsea Creek 

Icebreaker Rowing Race on that in- 
dustrial river within Boston's inner 
harbor. It was an unlikely sound- 
ing event in which five crews of 
youthful rowers, mostly inner city 
youth and alternative high school 
students, had a great time of it 
competing with each other in a 
motley fleet of multi-oared pulling 
boats. Full coverage of this unusu- 
al bit of messing about in boats in 
this issue. 
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The cover story in this issue 
is about another one of Ed McCabe's 
rowing efforts. Over the years 
since I started publishing this 
magazine, Ed has been pressing on 
with his views about rowing big 
traditional pulling boats as a vi- 
able activity for disenchanted 
young people in our urban areas. 
He started it in his home town of 
Hull, Massachusetts, with local 
high school youth from the alterna- 
tive school program there, the ef- 
fort to keep these young people 
from dropping out of school. The 
old Hull Coast Guard buildings had 
become the property of the Hull 
Lifesaving Museum, and Ed was af- 

filiated with that grasss roots citi- 
zen group, using the old boathouse 
as his base. 

This led eventually to the 
involvement in the Atlantic Chal- 
lenge, with trips to New York and 
Europe, and now that particular 
event has moved into the big time. 
Ed turned his attention to Boston 
and its inner city youth problems 
that far overeshadow little Hull's 
experience, and gained support to 

set up a rowing program at the old 
Charlestown Navy Yard. While he 
was emphasizing youth, adults have 
also been invited to participate, 
and the rowing crews that turn out 
for events or just local rowing, re- 
present both youth and adults. 

The Chelsea Creek event was 
just for youth, and held right 
where many of them live in the in- 
ner city, on a grim industrial riv- 
er with bankings lined with shab- 
by, decaying old industrial facili- 
ties, collapsing wharves, derelict 
old boats, vast piles of chemicals, 
a giant oil tank farm. The kids 
brightened it all up. They were 

there to race, and the scene was 
just the usual around where most 
of them live. 

Ed has a rapport with these 
young people that's based, it seems 
to me, on mutual trust and respect 
and affection. The kids are used to 
the adult world of condescension 
and put-down and are disaffected 
often in a big way. Ed's an adult 
who is a no bullshit guy, who or- 
ganizes an activity in which they 
can take part athletically, and 
achieve some self respect, as well 
as the rush of adrenalin from com- 
petition. Ed's respected because he 
takes no B.S. from any of the 
youth, tells it like it is, and in 
turns shows his respect for those 
who try. I watched him in the 
crowd at the post race party and he 
was constantly surrounded by the 

kids, excitement was still running 
high and it was some nice feeling 
to be there on the sidelines taking 
this all in. 

Gommentary 
BOB 
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The young people are not all 
disadvantaged or drop out pros- 
pects. Ed's program has attracted 
honor students also, and the cama- 
raderie of the crews is strong. A 
mixed crew of alternative high 
school youth and honor students all 
working together to take the over- 
all win was a good example of this. 
The whole group afterwards was 
one big social scene, I didn't see 
any jaded, "cool" types around, it 
waS an exuberant’ crowd. The 

adults from Chelsea, North Cam- 

bridge, Hull and Cohasset included 
the rowing program folks and also, 
in the case of Chelsea, the commu- 
nity volunteers working hard on 
all sorts of programs for the young 
people. Talking with several of 
them, I was further struck with 
their real world rapport with the 
kids, their enthusiasm, and I be- 
came aware of the incredible amount 
of time and effort some are putting 
into these efforts to direct young 
lives toward a rewarding future. 
No "big shots" or "officials" stand- 
ing off and above the young peo- 
ple, but real people right there in 
the middle of it all. 

I realize other sorts of pro- 
grams exist for the purpose of 
helping young people retain some 

ambition and hope for their fu- 
tures, but as a small boat nut I am 
impressed with the fact that the 
hard work of pulling on those long 
heavy sweeps in big pulling boats 
would so grab the attention and en- 
thusiastic involvement of young 
people. There's no prestige, fancy 
toys, expensive junkets to be ac- 
quired. This race on this industri- 
al river had no cheering throngs 
in the grandstands, no cheerleaders 
on the sidelines, no fancy uniforms 
and expensive playing equipment, 
no school budget, no adulatory 
"sports" reporters hovering. The 
kids didn't notice. When Ed told 
them all the awards were in recog- 
nition of all of them as "athletes", 
the cheer that went up was an ex- 

pression of self respect. It's so 
great to realize that rowing a boat 
can provide this opportunity and 
that a visionary like Ed McCabe has 
had the tenacity of purpose to make 
it happen. 



HAPPENINGS 
A couple of notices of impend- 

ing events that arrived too late to 
be included in the January 15th 
"Happenings" need immediate publi- 
cation rather than awaiting the 
February 15th issue. 

SNOW ROW SCHEDULED 

The 1991 Snow Row will take 
place at Hull, Massachusetts on 
March 2nd _ starting at 11 a.m. 
Contact Ed McCabe at (617) 925-4826 
for further details. USRA member- 
ship will be required this year 
from all participants for liability 
insurance purposes, and will be 
available at the event at $10 sea- 
sonal or $25 annual fees. 

THE ADVENTURE OF YACHTING 
The Philadelphia Maritime Mu- 

seum has a four lecture series 

scheduled on "The Adventure of 

Yachting". The first has already 
taken place on January 30th, but 
the remaining three, "Sailing Fan- 
tasia" with John Biddle, "The Gold- 

en Pastime, Yachting Through His- 
tory" with John Rousmaniere, and 
"The Whitbread Round the World 

Race" with Brian Hancock are 

scheduled for February 14th, March 

6th and March 20th at $7 each, all 
evening events. Details at (215) 
925-7589. 

4th ANNUAL MAINE BOAT BUILD- 
ERS SHOW 

Phin Sprague and the people 
at Portland Yacht Services. will 
again bring us this real boat show 
in Portland, Maine, this year on 
March 22-24 at their location at 58 
Fore St. on the Portland working 
waterfront. The informal  atmo- 
sphere of the old brick mill com- 
plex brings together builders and 
interested public with mostly small 
boats built by area builders, pow- 
er, sail and human powered. Ad- 
mission is only $4, children under 
12 with adults get in free. Last 
year 4,500 persons attended with 
over 40 exhibitors. Details at (207) 
774-1067 during working hours. 
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on 18” x 23” Astroparche paper. 

Send $60.00 plus $3.00 P&H along with 

GORDON SOUTH FREE LANCE ART 

Box 37 ¢ Santiago, MN 55377 
All reference material will be returned 
with final art in mailing tube. 

MN residents add 6% sales tax. 

THE FOURTH ANNUAL 
MAINE 

BOATBUILDERS SHOW 
58 FORE STREET ¢ PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 

MARCH 22, 23 & 24 — 1991 

Come see the finest wood and fiberglass boats in the Northeast! 
| Come meet the builders. 

Sail, power, canoes, kayaks, and skiffs will all be displayed. 

Presented by 

PORTLAND YACHT SERVICES ¢ 207-774-1067 

LIST OF EXHIBITORS AS OF JANUARY 20TH: 

BLEVINS CO. 
BRIDGE'S POINT BOATYARD 
CANNET, PAGE & PAINE 
CARRYING PLACE BOAT CO. 
CHRIS STICKNEY BOATBUILDER 
CRAWFORD BOATBULLDING 
DAVID NUTT BOATBUILDER: : 
E.D. STUART CO. 
GM MARINE 
GENERAL MARINE INC. 
GEOFFREY BURKE BOATBUILDER 
H & H BOATWORKS 
HENRI GIGNOUX BOATWRIGHT 
HOLLAND'S MARINE SERVICES 
KEN LEIGH SMALL BOAT WORKS 
LANDING SCHOOL OF 

BOATBUILDING 
MAINE BOATS & HARBORS 
MAINE COASTAL NEWS 
MAINE COMPASS SERVICE 

MAINE MARINE DIESEL 
MARTIN MARINE 
MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM 

APPRENTICESHO 

ORR'S ISLAND BOAT WORKS 
P.E. ROLLINS 
PERT LOWELL CO. 
PORTLAND YACHT SERVICES 
PORTSMOUTH BOAT CO. 
R.S. PULSIFER 
RKL BOATWORKS 
ROBERT STEPHENS WOODEN BOAT 
ROBINHOOD MARINE 
ROCKPORT APPRENTICESHOP 
SHEW & BURNHAM 
T.R. MAYER 
WATER POWER PRODUCTS 
WESSET MARINE 
WOODEN BOAT PUBLICATIONS 

BAY VIEW BOOKS 
595. Fireplace Road 

ast Hampton, NY 1193 

Send S.A.S.E. for lis 
of used nautical book 

F lying Colors La. 
466 THAMES ST NEWPORT, RI 02840 

FLAGS-BANNERS: WINDSOCKS 
CR YOUR BOAT - BUSINESS - HOME 
OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 (401) 846-0418 



357 FEET OF BOATS 
Thanks for the sample copy, it 

was more than I had_ expected. 
There was probably three or four 
times as much good stuff about lit- 
tle boats in that copy than you 
could find in any other boating 
magazine. In the 35 years I have 
owned boats, I've been caretaker of 
23, including notables such as a 

Shew & Burnham Whitehall and a 
Bolger light dory. There were also 

a few dogs that demonstrated that 
education can be costly. In all they 

added up to 357 linear feet of small 
boats. I presently own an Alden 
ocean shell and a Chinook sea kay- 

ak. 
In the "Oarmaster Trials" art- 

icle in the December list issue is 
pictured a fiberglass gunning dory. 
She looks like a sweet double end- 
er. I'll bet she could even carry a 
passenger. I'd like to know more 
about her. 

John Myers, Monmouth Beach, 
NJ. 

ED NOTE: That gunning dory isa 

Jon Blanchard design built a num- 
ber of years ago by Roger Crawford 
Boatbuilding, P.O. Box 430, Huma- 

rock, MA 02047, (617) 837-3666. 

OVER 700 NAUTICAL VIDEOS 

For sale and rent (one-week rental 

time). For catalog contact Seven 
Oceans Video, 23 Warner St., News 
port, RI 02840, (401) 846-0001. 

PISCATAQUA 
SAILING WHERRY 

14’x47” Hand Laid Fiberglass Hull 
With Solid M-hogany Gunwales and Seats - 
Includes 65 sq ft Sprit Sail Rig - 2 Foot Draft 
Dagger Board - One Pair 7’ Oars - 2 Rowing 
Stations. 

BAY * MAINE BOATS 
Box 631, Kennebunkport, Maine 04046 

207/967-4282 

Commentary 
MESSING ABOUT ON THE UPPER 
MISSISSIPPI 

I would like to organize an 
upper Mississippi "messabout" and 
wonder if you could publicize this 
news and perhaps supply me a list 
of subscribers in the area? I am 
working on this with a man who is 
active in a "voyageurs" group 
which has built some bateaux and a 
24' bark canoe. I will also be 
working with the Minnesota Canoe 
Association. While not yet firm, 
the event would be in late May or 
early June on the Mississippi River 
near St. Paul, Minnesota, or down 

river near Lake Pepin on the Wis- 
consin side. Interested readers can 
contact me for details as they are 
arranged. 

Mississippi Bob Brown, 12936 
Galaxie Ave., Apple Valley, MN 
55124. 

MESSING ABOUT IN DELAWARE 
I like the idea of having a 

"messing about in boats" group 
here in the greater Wilmington, 
Delaware, area, where we have a 

number of people interested in 
wooden boat revival. To perhaps 
make this happen I'd like to hear 
from any readers interested in an 
informal group for such local act-' 
ivity. If sufficient response is re- 
ceived we can get something going. 

Tom Colgan, Camp Dimension, 
2304 Cherry Ln., Arden, DE 19810, 

(302) 475-7061. 
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BB CAT RESPONSE 
You might like to know that I 

heard from three readers after my 
article on my "BB Cat" was pub- 
lished (June 1, 1990). One in New- 
port, Rhode Island, has been in the 

family since new, the daughter is 

presently the owner of the restored 
all glass version. An _ unrestored 
all glass one is in Manchester, 
Massachusetts. And in Arlington, 

Massachusetts, is the only one like 
mine with the wooden decks and 
coamings. 

Jim Hedman, 634 
St., Stoughton, MA 02072. 

Turnpike 

MISGUIDED TAX PLAN 
We continue to get a great 

deal of pleasure from the varied 
contents you pack into every issue 
of "Messing About in Boats". We 
were dismayed to see in the Décem- 
ber 15th issue the comments about 
the boat tax you face this year. It 
would seem at the very least that 
if such a misguided tax plan is put 
into place that its revenues should 
be entirely directed to the support 
of the Coast Guard's maintenance of 
navigational aids and updating of 
charts. But it is rubbing salt into 
the wounds of the already over- 
taxed average wage earner to make 

this "user fee" just a portion of 
the general slush fund used to pay 
for the inefficiencies of the inhu- 
man scale of your federal system. 

It would seem that this might 
stimulate the development of a 

range of personal recreational wat- 
ercraft under 16' in length. It is 
hard to maintain optimism when 
news of this nature compounds the 
feeling of hopeless helplessness 
which one gets from today's world 
news accounts. 

Ed & Elaine Porter, Lunen- 
burg, Nova Scotia 

HOW TO BE HEARD 

This federal user fee issue 

impels me to say that I believe the 
only way for us to be heard is to 
have a lobbyist in Washington. 
Getting boat users and builders or- 
ganized is the hard part, but I'm 
afarid if we don't organize we'll al- 
ways be on the bottom of the list 
below organizations that have beefs 
about something. As an example, I 
cite the gun lobby. It is strong 
enough to allow those so inclined 
to shoot up the woods and adjacent 

properties under the guise of hunt- 
ing, but we can't shoot off fire- 
crackers in our own yards. 

Chris Stickney, St. 

ME. 
ED NOTE: "Boat USA", i350,000 

member boat owners’ organization 
was swamped by the federal govern- 
ment's desperation for cash. 

George, 

BENEFITS OF TITLE REGULATION 
Recently I sold a set of "Rud- 

der" blueprints for a 14' skiff or- 
iginally designed to be powered by 
a 2-1/2 hp light air-cooled engine. 
The purchaser planned to fit his 
rebuilt 1910 era watercooled 
one-lunger into this boat. I went 
to look at the motor and after see- 

ing its size and weight strongly 
advised him to scale up the plans 
to 16' or better to hold and handle 
this iron. He said no, he wants his 
boat to be under 14' in length be- 
cause of the new Massachusetts ti- 
tle regulation requiring that all 
boats over 14' that can be fitted‘ 
with mechanical propulsion have a 
title from the state. So already we 
see the beneficial results on boat- 
ing safety of the current political 
messing about with boats. 

Bob Whittier, Duxbury, MA. 



SEE THE JAPANESE ON VACATION 

See the Japanese on vacation. 
See them "doing" (snap) 
Canoeing (snap snap). 

Notice they are not __ skilled, 
trained, disciplined, 

Coordinated, organized, orderly, 

Or properly perfectionist, as they 
Happily thrash about in _ their 
canoe. 

But they do try. 

Then, next year, they'll have 
something new 

_For you and me to buy. 

Herb Klinger 
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WANNA TRADE? 

Looking for a new 
project, a different boat to work 
on? I've got a couple I will consid- 
er taking something else in trade 
for. 17' Town Class sloop complete, 
in need of major cosmetic recondi- 
tioning and some structural refast- 
ening. 18' Alden "O" Boat clone 

; 

oe a 

NOW FOR THE BEST PART 
Last June I sold my cabin in 

Vermont and bought a sailboat, a 
1966 Luders 33. It's fiberglass 
(don't cringe), I just don't have 
time to fuss with a wooden boat. I 
looked at a few, even spent $400 to 
have one surveyed. It would have 
been a big mistake. The market is 
soft for good used sailboats and 
this one had everything, even hot 
water and Loran. Can you _ stand 
that? She's a beauty, hull #5. Lu- 
ders built 104 of this model. It 
will be my floating studio at Round 
Pond in Maine on Muscongus Bay. 
Long range plans are for the Baha- 
mas and the Caribbean. 

Rick Whyman, White River Jct., 

VT. 

complete, partly rebuilt, needs re- 
fastening, new deck canvas, and 
total cosmetic refinishing. Value of 
each about $750 for trading purpos- 
es. Interested? Got something to 
Swap? Call me if you are interest- 
ed, best time 6-9 p.m. 

BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA, 

774-0906. 
(508) 

Ship wreck 

of the 

“Somerset” 
This shipwreck occurred on 

November 2, 1778. This vessel was 

a British man-o-war. She was a 
frigate of 64 guns. The "Somerset" 
was built and home-ported at Chat- 
ham, England, and was the proper- 

ty of the English government. 
While in pursuit of French mer- 

chant ships, the "Somerset" ran in- 
to a storm off Cape Cod. The cap- 
tain of the ship tried to make his 
way back into Provincetown Harbor, 

but luck was not on his side, and 
the ship grounded on Peaked Hill 
Bar. Fifty of the men aboard the 
vessel died while trying to reach 
shore 

There is a good possibility of 
locating the remains of this 
man-o-war. This vessel would have 

been constructed of heavy timbers 
which would survive the passing of 
time. Some of the wreck debris that 
strollers along the shore pass by 

may be part of the "Somerset" 
wreckage. Scuba gear would be 
very helpful in locating the main 
remnants of this wreck, for she 
grounded, and would have broken 

up, a relatively short distance from 
shore. 

This wreck is a very interest- 

ing and possibly profitable wreck 
due to the cannons that may be lo- 

cated in the area. These cannon 
would be quite a find! There also 
will be coins and other items of 
value at the site, for with the 
large loss of life, there was no 
time to gather these items before 
the vessel broke up. This being a 
foreign vessel, she would have 
been carrying some sort of precious 
metal (gold or silver) to settle ac- 
counts in foreign ports. 

Wrecks of this type generate a 
great deal of interest when they 

first occur, and for two genera- 
tions thereafter. Then the name of 
the wreck fades from _ public 
thought, individuals with 
first-hand knowledge of the wreck 
have passed on, and the stories 

about the wreck are no longer told. 

Only diehard wreck researchers 

will have knowledge of this type of 
wreck. One example: What was the 
name of the coal carrying vessel 
that was sunk by a German U-toat 
in Block Island Sound during World 
War II? 

Don't let the thought, "Well, 
someone must have already found 

this wreck," stop you from looking 
for it. To have found it, someone 
would have had to know about it, 
and not many do. 

The answer to my _ question 
above is, the "Black Point". 

Gary Carogelli 
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It wasn't the sort of place you 
would ordinarily think of going to 
for a rowing race. I stood on the 
pier at a park on Boston's Mystic 
River almost beneath the high To- 
bin bridge, on the grounds of the 
Chelsea Naval Hospital, and looked 

at the murky water, and the scuzzy 
river bottom exposed by the low 
tide along the granite wall embank- 
ments. Awful. The trash on the 
bottom shared the uniform greasy 
black. scum coating that is the most 
recently settled pollution in this 
industrial river. Off to my left 
just beyond the towering piers of 
the bridge, a tributary stream, 
Chelsea Creek, bore off to the 
north, a waterway that exists 
chiefly for oil tankers and barges 
to get to the huge oil tank farms of 
East Boston a couple of miles up- 
stream. 

There was going to be a row- 
ing race on Chelsea Creek this De- 
cember 8th. At least the ominous 

The Chelsea Creek Icebreaker 
gray skies were not yet releasing 
serious precipitation and it was 
quite warm for the season, in the 

fifties. As I waited, vans were 

pulling up and releasing groups of 
high school age youths, boys and 

girls, who were to be the partici- 
pants in this event. The boats be- 

gan to arrive from downstream on 
the Mystic, the two French gigs, 

"Liberte" and "Egalite", the Scilly 
Isles gig "Pilot", and two plywood 
bateaux type "barges". This event 
was another of Ed McCabe's inspira- 
tions. 

"Ed, why are you running 
this race on THIS river?" I asked 
when he finally made the scene. 

"It's where many of these kids 
live," he replied, "right in their 
own back yard." 

True enough, for there was a 
crew from Chelsea High School, and 
another of young women known as 
the "Chelsea Moms", along with 
others from nearby North Cambridge 

Top photo: The North Cambridge Catholic barge (left), with some crew 
from Hull, has the edge on the Hull Striders barge, while the two 
French gigs just get underway back under the bridge. Below: The duel 
between North Cambridge/Hull and the Hull Striders at full pitch. 
They were moving! 

Catholic High School. 
the field were crews 

Filling out 
up from 

Cohasset and Hull, the Hull Strid- 

ers and several others who would 

fill out crews on the inner city 
boats. Ed's got this inner city row- 
ing program going at the nearby 
Charlestown Navy Yard and the 
Chelsea people involved in trying 
to motivate the inner city kids 
having troubles with staying in 
school have enthusiastically em- 
braced this program of Ed's. From 
what I observed of the spirit of the 
kids, it is a success, great enthu- 

siasm and high spirits were mani- 
fest. 

I had a choice of covering the 
race from a "press boat" Ed had ar- 
ranged or from a BFT tug which 
would have onboard some interested 
folks from the Bank of Boston, who 

have been doing community service 
investment in Chelsea programs, 
one being Ed's. I chose to go on 
the press boat, as I felt the big 
tug might not get up close enough. 

What a delight was "Grace". 
Ed Millerick's 40' diesel powered 
workboat is a sort of harbor 
jack-of-all-trades boat, Ed does any 
and all sorts of handyman work 
around Boston Harbor with this 
boat, and its spacious warm cabin 

and pilothouse held the collected 
gear of just about living aboard 
over the past 20 years. Aside from 
sleeping at his parents’ home in 
East Boston, Ed just about does 

live aboard "Grace". She is one of 
a dozen or so hulls built in East 
Boston back in 1956, wooden of 
course, powered still by the orig- 
inal GM 471 diesel. Ed's handling 



of the boat on his own familiar turf 
was a masterpiece of understate- 
ment, it seemed as if the boat just 
sort of responded to his wishes 
like a § faithful old milkwagon 
horse. 

But, back to the race. Every- 
body rowed up Chelsea Creek to the 
start line, momentarily pulling to 
the grimy industrial banking at one 
point for a huge oil barge to pass 
downstream pushed by a tug. Ed 
had decided to try handicapping for 
the 3 miles or so, with the two 
barges going off first, then the 
two French gigs, and lastly the 
Scilly Isles gig. These ratty look- 
ing old plywood barges are sort of 
the "training boats" for Ed's pro- 
grams, they are amazingly fast de- 
spite their ill assorted leftover oar 
selections. The gray barge crewed 
by North Cambridge and Hull youth 
bested the Hull Striders blue barge 
in a starting line sprint and held 
onto the lead all the way. Both 
barges stayed ahead of the gigs, 
and nobody overtook anyone else. 
So, back to the computer for revi- 
sion of handicapping. 

The Chelsea High crew in the 
bright red "Egalite", resplendent 
in their bright red "Boston Univer- 
sity" sweatsuits (B.U. runs _ the 
Chelsea school system under a spe- 
cial contract), bested the three 
gigs. Unfortunately for them, the 
high school TV crew with their vi- 
deocam were with us on "Grace" 
and we were too far ahead of them 
to get any really good closeup 
shots for showing later on back at 
school. The TV guys, both Chelsea 
High students, kept busy anyway 
shooting the scene in a very pro- 
fessional manner. 

As the gig "Pilot" with the 
Chelsea Moms and crew crossed the 
finish line, the BFT tug "Vincent 
D. Tibbetts, Jr.", which had fol- 
lowed them back beneath the Tobin 
bridge, sounded a long blast on its 

whistle in salute to the young peo- 
ple'’s efforts. It was a really nice 
touch of class. Then it was party 
time under the pavillion roof at the 
park with many of the_ support 
folks having set this all up. When 
Ed arose to present various awards, 
the hubub subsided, but when his 
voice rose to the climactic remark, 
"these awards are in recognition of 
all of you ATHLETES", a deafening 
cheer arose from the crowd. 

After it was all over, the idea 
of having a rowing race on Chelsea 
Creek didn't look so weird to me 
after all. Inner city youth compet- 
ing in traditional big pulling boats 
on a murky industrial river right 
in their own backyard made a lot of 
sense, and they sure seemed to 

have enoyed the hell out of it. 
Bob Hicks 

The three gigs as they finished: Chelsea High School in "Egalite"; Co- 

hasset High School in "Liberte"; and the Chelsea Moms in "Pilot". 
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Across the top: Eddie Millerick at the helm of "Grace" (right). Left above: Amanda Wilkes, 2 years old, 
sleeps aboard "Grace" in the arms of a friend while her "Chelsea Mom" Jackie pulls an oar in "Pilot". Jackie 
doesn't look too done in by her efforts (bottom). Right above: VIP vantage point for some Bank of Boston 
friends of Chelsea was this BFT tug. What has "Virginia" got to do with all this? Well, that's Eddie's brother 
on his boat, another harbor gem. 



Voyage on the North River 
The North River winds slowly 15 miles to 

the open sea through dark woods with low 
reaching branches; open, wild, fresh water 
swamp; and miles of brackish salt water marsh- 
lands. The mysterious bends, muted colors and 
abundant wild life have always enchanted me. 
Whether drifting in a motor boat, buried in a 
history book, paddling down current in acanoe 
or bogged down in mud I have explored many 
miles. My next challenge was to navigate this 
twisting rambunctious river under sail. It only 
seemed right that a sail boat should again con- 
quer the far reaches where boat yards once 
abounded. 

I have sailed the wide open bays as the 
river reaches toward the sea but this time I 
planned tohead upstream into the narrow chan- 
nels, launching from a small canoe ramp hid- 
den ina pine forest. The tide was incoming and 
would be all afternoon. The day was a remark- 
able 80 degree October Sunday. The marsh 
was warm and golden. The early maples were 
brilliant, other varieties following close behind 
in their more conservative colors. The current 
churned and whirled under the Union Street 
Bridge and my sprit rigged Melonseed skiff 
hesitated, unable to move forward. A strong 
southwest wind was blocked by a nearby hill. 
My 10-year-old companion, Gretta, on her first 
sail, was wishing she had chosen to paddle with 
her family in their more predictable canee. Just 
in time the wind found its way around the hill 
and the Melonseed bowed, heeled and took off. 
“No problem.” 

We careened past “Block House” where 
Cap Vinal, duck expert extraordinaire, sat con- 
tentedly on his dock. “That would make a great 
duck boat,” he yelled. It is a wonderful duck 
boat, as happy in the marshlands as a mallard. 
Every dock was occupied on this bonus day of 
Indian summer. We received accolades from 
picnickers all along the river’s edge. Gretta 
soon learned to scramble to the high side as we 
made short, brisk tacks into the wind. The boat 
loves to approach the steep river bank practi- 
cally rubbing noses with the mud and spin 
around on its heel, quickly grabbing the wind 
and heading off again. We passed a dory 
anchored mid-river hoisting sail. “Nice boat,” 
I said (same boat builder - I knew that). The 
owner admired the Melonseed’s spirit. This 
adventure required a lot of tacking and pa- 

The MELONSEED SKIFF 
YOU'VE SEEN OUR ADS AND THE PHOTOS OF OUR MELON- 
SEED SKIFF, AND READ THE STORIES TOO, FROM SOME 
OF OUR HAPPY CUSTOMERS. NOW YOU CAN SEE THE BOAT 
ITSELF, AT THE MAINE BOATBUILDERS' SHOW IN PORT- 
LAND, MAINE, MARCH 22-24. WE'RE PROUD OF OUR SUC- 
CESS WITH THIS DELIGHTFUL BOAT AND WOULD ENJOY 
SHOWING YOU OUR CREATION. 

P.O. Box 430 Humarock, MA 02047 617-837-3666 

tience. We were not keeping pace with the 
serious canoers, but we were holding our own 
with the beginners who were also uncontrolla- 
bly tacking back and forth. We passed a great 
raft of adozen or more canoes having a floating 
lunch, bumping along from bank to bank. The 
Melonseed showed off, balancing precariously 
on its rail and they were impressed. I was 
learning what it means to “catch a lift” as I 
fought my way around hairpin turns. Finally, 
“Couches Beach” and Jill’s homemade potato 
salad. Canoes, motor boats and Zodiacs were 
everywhere. 

I inhaled a quick lunch and jumped into 
the boat to get a head start. We were only 
halfway and many challenges lay ahead. The 
Zodiac club gave me a rousing cheer. They 
seemed to appreciate the idea that awoman was 
at the helm. Off of Blueberry Island I passed a 
swimmer who held on for a while. He wanted 
to know if the boat was electric? The highway 
bridge loomed ahead. Massive stone pillars 
and a possible loss of wind raised my anxiety. 
In this nervous moment I knocked an oar lock 
overboard - GONE - and a lesson learned. I 
wondered if any of the cars whizzing by looked 
down atmy tanbark sail disappearing under the 
bridge. The current took over for the lost wind 
and I used the rudder to keep the boat headed 
straight. The stone pillars behind us, we faced 
another mile of hairpin turns. These channels, 
beautiful when photographed from the air, were 
beginning to try my patience. Now there was 
time to look around. The species of grasses and 
flowers had changed as the water became less 
salty. The asters, golden rod and marshmal- 
lows tempted picking, but they would never be 
as beautiful snipped and arranged. A photo lay 
in wait atevery turn. Boat yard plaques, weath- 
ered remembrances of the old clipper ships, 
were posted here and there along the river. We 
had been working very hard into the wind for 
three hours. Thirst was beginning to set in with 
visions of tall glasses of minted iced tea alter- 
nating with visions of large frosted mugs of root 
beer. I could hear the hollering of friends up 
ahead. I knew they had found the rope swing 
and were landing one by one in the cold water. 
I could not wait. Norman Rockwell could have 
painted this picture. We nosed into the bank 
and I was on the rope faster than you can say 
“Jack Rabbit.” A childhood fantasy is relived 

Carolyn Sones 

- a whoop, a holler, a splash - again. All ages 
come together here. 

Some of the most beautiful and virgin 
territory lay ahead. Two arched stone bridges 
faced me. A woman yelled from the bridge, 
““We’ve never seen a sailboat up here.” The 
current whisked me under the 1682 bridge, a 
beautiful imposing structure of massive granite 
blocks. Now I could hear music, opera and or- 
chestra. As I scooted under the second bridge 
a party lay before me. A beautiful pink and 
white tent, children playing croquet on the lawn 
and live music made be think of days gone by. 
A “Surrey-with-a-fringe-on-top” paddle boat 
sat tied to the dock. One of the party goers 
recognized me and I was invited. But, time and 
sunset wouldn’t allow me to tarry. The forest 
was closing inon the river and the wind seemed 
trapped in the tree tops. Soon we broke out into 
open swamp. The wind returned to the open 
area, the water rippled and I was skimming 
along - not making a peep. Wild life noises 
surrounded me. Something that sounded as 
ominous as acrocodile was splashing and thrash- 
ing in the grasses out of sight. The movement 
of the boat flushed out some ducks. I felt like 
a large butterfly flitting quietly in this vast 
swampland. A single canoe passed, amazed to 
see me. A friend at the bow had studied 
navigation with me last winter. At least we 
were not lost. The water became quieter, re- 
flecting my surroundings like a mirror. The sun 
was setting. “Helicopter bugs” skimmed the 
water’s surface. The flood tide allowed me to 
choose a short cut right through the marsh. As 
we approached the final leg of woods the cur- 
rent ebbed - no help there. Oars? No oar lock. 
One of my canoe companions came back to 
paddle beside me. The boat’s sprit caught in the 
tree branches. The last bend, the last 100 yards 
I had to throw him my bow line. 

We let out some deep Indian war whoops 
to those awaiting our arrival at the very begin- 
nings of the North River. I felt like I owned the 
river. Strangers who had passed me at least 
twice were cheering. My little boat had taken 
me once again on a mighty adventure - an 
afternoon of exploring, wonder, fun and friends. 
I believe I may have made history as well. 

My tribute to Columbus, “Fidget” and the 
River. 



Early one Sunday morning, I 

walked with sailbag in hand by the 
village church. The cars parked 
around it heckled me. "Hey abori- 
gine, you walking for exercise?" 

"No, I'm just doing without 
you." 

The cars 

does without us." 
"Where are you going?" the 

church demanded. 

laughed. "Nobody 

"Sailing," I replied. 
"You're supposed to be in here 

worshipping." 
"I wouldn't be found dead in a 

church," I said. 

"You will be eventually," the 
church said. 

"Not if I have anything to say 
about it," I said. 

"You won't, stupid. Where are 
you going that's more important 
than saving your immortal soul?" 

"Goin' sailing." 
At the Dory Club I said "Good 

Morning" to the door as I opened 
it. The door said, "Good Morning." 

CARS 

I took the oars out of the rack. 
"Are we going rowing?" the 

oars asked. 

"No, sailing," I answered, but 
we'll probably row a bit if the 
wind gives out." I carried the oars 
to the dory. 
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A Sunday Sail 
"Sailing or rowing?" the dory 

asked. 
"Sailing for the day," 

swered. 

"Then I'm stuck at the moor- 
ing," the dory said disappointedly. 

"Afraid so. I dragged the dory 
down the ramp. 

"When are you going to put 
metal strapping on my bottom?" the 
boat groaned. "You never catch the 
tide and you drag me the whole 
length of the ramp tearing me up." 

"I've got a list of repairs and 
you're on the top of it," I ex- 
plained as I shoved off. 

"It's good to be on the water," 
the oars said to the boat, and the 
boat said to me, and I said to my- 
self. It was a slow lazy row out to 
the sailboat. 

I an- 

"Great day for a sail," the 
sailboat said happily when I ar- 
rived. It never asked me where we 
were sailing to. It knew that I 
never knew. Conditions always 
made this decision for me. 

"Is everybody aboard strong 
enough to sail for the day?" I 
asked. 

"Ya, ya, ya," everything 
aboard shouted. 

"I don't want things falling 
apart. Speak up now and I'll see if 
I can fix you." 

Everything laughed 
uproariously. "You fix something!" 
they managed to gasp out through 
the laughter. 

I slid the rudder into place. 
"When are you going to fix me?" 
I'm loose as a goose on this track," 
the rudder complained. 

"You're on the repair list," I 
said, popping the tiller into the 
rudder. 

Story & Illustrations by Tom 

"How about me? the tiller 
asked. "I don't fit properly and I'm 
split." 

"You're on the 
said. 

"I'm on the list! Hear that, 
fellows? This donkey says we're all 
on the list. We're probably the 
greatest collection of junk that's 
ever set sail and he's got a list. 
Why don't you go sail on your 
list?" 

listautoos el 

LIST. 

I pulled the sail out of the’ 
bag. "You got a complaint?" I 
asked angrily. 

"I'm too old to complain," the 
sail said. 

"So am I." Everything aboard 
started to complain and demand at- 

tention. "Look here, I'm on the list 
myself. We're all falling apart, but 
if we can all hang in there for an- 
other day we can have a great 

sail." The complaining stopped. I 

put the busted battens into their 
ripped pockets and raised the sail 

with the frayed halliard, which I 
_then tied off to a loose cleat. 

I raised the rust stained jib 
and snapped the shackle onto the 

fitting at the stemhead that had 
been reinforced with Git-Rot and 
Marine Tex. "Are you all right?" I 
asked the shackle. 

"How the hell do I know? I've 
been magnetized, galvanitized, 
traumerized, tranquillized, pol- 

ished, varnished and painted. All I 
do know is that I was reasonably 
happy sitting in that weirdo shop 
you bought me from. Now I'm ex- 
pected to hold this dilapidated craft 
together for you bunch of crazies." 

"Bitchin' is the thing that 
binds us together," I consoled it. 

"Hear, hear, brother," every- 
thing aboard cheered. 

When I lowered the center- 
board the cable slipped off the 
cheek block and slammed down. The 
boat groaned and swore. "Sorry," I 
said. 

"Everything you do is smash, 
crash and bang. No wonder every- 
thing around you is falling apart. 
The last word you'll probably hear 
yourself saying is "I'm sorry." 



I'm "Well, sorry I'm always 
saying I'm sorry," I said in frus- 
tration. 

"You're hopeless." 
I kept mumbling, "I'm sorry." 

I pulled the petulant dory up to 
the bow and tied it to the mooring 
pennant. 

"You're aware, of course, that 
I leak at a steady consistent rate," 
the dory declared angrily, "and 
that if you're not back today, I'll 
be awash." 

"Let me 
you're made 
sink," I said. 

"I'm going to try," the dory 
said. 

"When I get back we'll go for 
a nice long row," I tried to console 
the dory. I cast off. 

"You're on the list," every- 

thing on the sailboat shouted back 
to the dory. The sails filled and a 
cheer went up from all onboard. We 
spun to catch the wind better. I 
felt the exhilaration of the boat 
moving. It's speed slowly increased 
to the pace of the slow walk of a 
very old man supported by a cane. 
"Hull speed, by George!" 

that 

can't 

remind 

of wood 
you 

and 

"Wind, get thee behind me," I 
demanded excitedly. Assuming, not 
unreasonably, that the tradition of 
the sea gave me command over the 
elements. It obeyed as we cleared 
the high cliffs of Eastern Point and 
passed far outside of Fly Island to 
avoid their company. 

We were soon a half-mile off- 
shore from the Pigs, a sty of rocks 
wallowing in the rising and falling 
tide. We cleared them with the cau- 
tion of a deep draft ocean going 
vessel. "Think we have enough 
water beneath us?" the boat asked. 

"We're in 117 feet of water 
drawing all of six inches,. that 
leaves us a clearance of 116 feet 
six inches. Should be enough," I 
assured the boat. 

"What's our position?" 
"Somewhere off the coast of 

North America." 
"That's precise enough," 

all agreed. 
we 

f 
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HareWwAay RKCOK 

At Halfway Rock we _ sailed 
close by. "Good morning," I said to 
the rock. 

"Morning," 

dejectedly. 
"How does it feel to be part of 

the ecosystem?" I asked admiringly. 
I ask that question of all the nat- 
ural things I meet and have never 
gotten a pleasant response. 

So, the rock replied, "How 

would you feel if you had to stand 
stationary in the water while these 
damn birds shit all over you night 
and day? They have the _ whole 
ocean to defecate in. But no, they 
have to sit on me to do their busi- 
ness!" 

"How long do you think you'll 
be subjected to this indignity?" I 
asked. 

"Until the water rises over me 
or when these angels run out of 

excrement," the rock replied. 
"Sorry we can't help you." 
"Sorry," the boat choired as 

we sailed away. 
"What time is it?" the anchor 

asked. 
"Don't know," I answered. 
"What's the tide doing?" 
"Don't know." 
"What's the weather supposed 

to do?" 
"Don't know. And if you don't 

want the same answer, don't ask 
questions. There are no answers. 

Your familiar with my sailing pro- 

the rock replied 

cedure. Enjoy this magnificent day 
and stop trying to plan things 
Outen. 

We approached Kettle Island 

off Magnolia Harbor. Further on 
was Gloucester, which I didn't care 
for, and beyond that was Cape Ann. 
I'd been there several times. 

"We haven't been to Magnolia," 
the compass’ suggested. So we 

rounded the island and came into 
the harbor from the southeast sail- 
ing to the wharf. There an old man 
told me it was a public dock and 
that I was welcome to use it. 

KETTLE 

PUBUC DECK 

"Is there a mooring in the 
harbor I could use?" I asked. 

He pointed one out and said, 
"That one hasn't been used all sea~ 
son." 

We sailed out and tied up to 
it. Then I thought about leaving 
the boat and sailing back another 
day. It would be nice to look for- 
ward to sailing the boat back with 
a favorable wind. I could leave 
everything aboard and catch the 
Gloucester train home. It sounded 
good. 

I secured the boat and caught 
a ride ashore with a red bearded 
man in a pram. I walked a mile or 
two to Manchester and waited for 
the train. I waited an hour beyond 
the arrival time. The other people 
waiting left. I waited another 
hour, then left myself. I don't be- 
lieve that train ever came. So much 
for public transportation. 

ISLAND <— 
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I returned to the boat and 

found no one about to take me out 

to it. There were ten or twelve 

prams tied to the dock. I examined 
them individually to determine 
which one I'd commandeer. There 

was only one with oarlocks and 
oars, so that's the one I leaped 

aboard. 
"Thief, thief," the oars shout- 

ed. 

"Piracy, piracy," the 
yelled. 

pram 

P So 

"I'm just borrowing you for a 
few minutes," I explained. 

"That's what every pirate 
says. This is Magnolia. You don't 
borrow without permission," the 
pram argued as I rowed. 

"There's no one around to get 
permission from," I argued in re- 
turn. 

"I never thought I'd see the 
day when I'd be piraticized," the 
pram exclaimed incredulously. 

At the sailboat I climbed 
aboard and tied the pram to the 
traveler. Then I handed the rud- 
der, tiller and centerboard and was 

about to haul the sails up when the 
red bearded man came alongside. 
"You know," he said in a matter of 
fact way, " You not only took my 
mooring but you took my pram as 
well." 

vw 

RED GEARD AGAIN 

I stumbled over a list of ex- 
cuses. 

"Well, I didn't want to be sin- 
gled out to share everything I have 
with you," he said. 

"I intended to sail to the dock 
and return the pram," I said, curs- 
ing my luck. 

"Good," he said, and _ then 

added, "How do you expect to get 
out of here, there's no wind." 

SLs row a 
"How far?" 
"Nahant." 
He shook his head, and said 

in conclusion, "Have a good trip," 

mumbled something else and rowed 
off. 
12 
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I rowed to the dock and re- 
turned the pram as _ I said I 
would. A fog had come in from the 
sea. I cast off and rowed desperate- 
ly for it. Just before I disappeared 
into the fog, I saw my benefactor 

standing in his pram staring at me 
probably wondering what other hap- 
less creature would be snared in 
my confused search for assistance. 

It was pleasunt 
"You're a blessing," I told it. 

in the fog. 

"I've been called everything 
now," the fog replied. 

We stayed close to shore tak- 
ing a compass course for Gales 
Ledge two miles away. Arriving at 
the N6 buoy, we rested. I didn't 
want to get anywhere in-a hurry. 

"Good morning," I said to the 
buoy. 

Bovy NG 
"Mornin'," the 

with a New England accent. "It's a 
buoy replied 

fine day to be on the water. 
Where're you bound?" 

"Marblehead." 
"It's about four and a half 

miles southwest. You shoudn't have 
any trouble. Tide's with you. Plen- 
ty of time." 

"I may leave the boat in Mar- 
blehead and sail it back another 
day." 

"Pay him no mind," the boat 
said. "He says that every time we 
tie up." 

"Boat owners are a_ strange 
lot. I'm glad I don't have much to 
do with them," the buoy said. 

Br 

Ope 

"Look here, I'm making all the 
decisions and everything around me 
treats me like I'm an idiot." 

"What's one and one?" the 
compass asked. 

"What do you mean, what's one 

and one? One what and one what? 

One apple and one pear is one ap- 
ple and one pear." 

"No, just answer 
what's one and one?" 

"Eleven," I answered. 
"I see what you mean," the 

simply, 

buoy said to the boat. You take 
care of that young man." 

I started rowing again to 

avoid an argument I felt I couldn't 

win with a know-it-all buoy. After 
a mile Baker's Island came out of 
the fog, passing to port and even- 
tually sliding astern. Now the 
nuns and cans came quickly. C3, 
N4, C5, N6 brought us between the 
Brimbles and Eagle Island. 

"Why aren't you in church?" 
the conservative little island 
screamed. 

ath. F 
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"Don't you give me that bull- 

shit," I said. 

"You belong in church. 
Make an attempt to improve yourself 
and clean up your language." 

"Thousands of years of reli- 
gion hasn't done a damn thing for 
us. We've slid back into symbolic 
ritualism. We're as pagan now as 
we were in the beginning." 

EAGLE 1SLAND 

"You're a heretic. Fire and 
brimstone will be your reward," 
the island said. 

"That's it, give him hell. 

Don't let him get away with it,” 
the boat encouraged the island. 

"I've seen sailors become piti- 
fully religious when the _- sea 
threatens them," the island said. 

"And you'll never meet anyone 
more depraved when that same sail- 
or is safe on dry land," I count- 
ered. 

"Come on and get away from 
this sermonizing island," the boat 
now interjected. I grumbled and 
rowed on. 



MARBLEHEAD 

The fog began to lift as we 
rowed between R2 and C3. N2 and 
Cl brought us into Marblehead har- 
bor. We grabbed someone's mooring 
and tried to decide what to do. It 
was seven miles to Nahant. A long 
row if the wind didn't blow. I ate a 
sandwich and looked about the har- 
bor. It was a forest of masts. 
Church bells rang gathering in. the 
faithful. "Tell me your history," I 
asked the harbor. 

“Well...” 

"Don't," the boat interupted, 
"you'll just give the skipper an 
opportunity to lecture us." 

I felt a gentle wind from the 
southwest. It blew steadily. "Are 
you reliable?" I asked this wind. 

"When I change direction later 
on, there'll be more wind than you 
can handle." 

"Then 
now." 

I'd best be leaving 
I cast off and sailed close 

hauled inside Marblehead’ Rock, 

then tacked twice to round Tom 

Moore's Rock where the sea was 
sucked into a hole and then hurled 

up into a furious breaking wave. 
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Outside Tinker's Island the wind 
increased and whitecaps appeared. 
We tacked to clear the Roaring 
Bulls and made for the shore. If we 
stayed close to the beach we could 
clear the rocks offshore. The water 
shoaled quickly causing waves to 
form and sometimes break. They 
forced us to tack into deeper wat- 
er. We approached Dread Ledge, 
sailing inside and over what the 
chart described as "Foul". 

ee bs S. by age 
Foul AREA 

The wind now was more than 
the boat could handle. We sought 
shelter at Swampscott pier. I tied 
up and dropped the sails and went 

ashore and walked the beach and 
came upon a beached whale. It was 
a Minkie and had been caught in a 
fish net and drowned. I stood star- 

WHALE 

ing at the poor dead thing as 
church bells chimed again and was 
overcome with the dreadful thought 
of that benevolent being we wor- 
ship on this day who permits the 

slaughter of every living creature 
in its loving embrace. Black 
thoughts indeed 

The wind had let up a little. 
I hurried back to the boat. "You 
look like hell," the boat greeted 
me. "You must have dug another 
philosophical hole and fallen in." 

"I could accept a god if it 
were a flower, a thing that does no 
harm, and admits that it made a 
mistake with the rest of us." 

Church bells rang 
reply. 

"Consider this," the boat said. 
"You are a _ self-admitted idiot in 
everything you do, but you expect 
to be taken seriously as a philoso- 
pher.." 

I changed the mainsail to the 
small "chicken sail" and cast us 
off. We started across Nahant Bay. 
Midway the wind shifted to the east 
and stiffened, building up a sea. 
Now there was a good fetch for the 
waves to build on. And they cer- 
tainly did. The jib was too much 
sail for this wind but I couldn't go 
forward to douse it, because the 
boat would do crazy things. "Let it 
blow out." 
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Off Eastern Point in Nahant 
the waves bounded off the cliffs to 
crash onto the incoming waves, 
creating a short steep sea. I'd look 

up at the top of a wave one minute 
and then into a hole the next. We 

had to jibe to clear a rock and 
sailed on a short reach. We were 
broadside to the waves now and 
rolling violently. This was the 

time to get religion but I just 
coudn't bring myself to it. I threw 
myself from side to side in the boat 
to keep it from rolling over. We 
jibed again after rounding the 
point. In the lee of the land we 
were out of the wild seas and 
wind. "We made it," I needlessly 
informed the boat. 

"And after you insulted 
whatever made us,"the boat added. 
We then sailed on tranquilly to the 
-mooring. 

"Was that a great sail?" 
"Hear, hear," everything 

aboard the boat cheered. 

is 



Report From Cape Cod 
The President came to Cape Cod on No- 

vember 1. George Bush and a bevy of Republi- 
can candidates came to Mashpee Middle School. 
Secret Service men, metal detectors, local big- 
wigs - they all were there. Somebody shrewdly 
decided to give out about 3000 admission tickets 
to an auditorium that holds 1000. 

It was a beautiful, warm fall day - just the 
day to sneak in one of the last boat trips of the 
year. I’ve learned, living on Cape Cod, that 
when a good day comes along, you have to be 
willing to drop things and go with it. So two of 
us decided to go out to Orleans and kayak 
Pleasant Bay. We arrived at the townrampat the 
foot of Portanimicut Road in South Orleans to 
find it and the nearby bay crowded with cars, 
trailers, and boats. Scallop season just opened. 
We wondered if we had picked the right place to 
get away from it all. But once through the 
scallopers, we seemed to have the bay to our- 
selves. Paddling across, we headed between 
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Sampson and Hog Islands. “Whatis that stand- 
ing in the grass near the island? It’s alive 
whatever it is.” Paddling to within a few boat 
lengths, we realized it was a large bird - a very 
large bird with a hooked bill and shoulders like 
a hawk. What else could it have been but an 
eagle? Since it was not a bald eagle, I assume it 
was a golden eagle. When it took off, it seemed 
as large as a great blue heron. 

Paddling north, it seemed that it would be 
fun to try to circumnavigate Pochet Island. This 
island is separated from the barrier beach by a 
small creek. Some maps show this creek run- 
ning the entire length of the east side of the 
island. We paddled into it on a high but still 
flooding tide. After about a quarter of amile, the 
grasses became impenetrable though the water 
was still deep enough. I wasrelieved tohear that 
my partner was not claustrophobic. Pulling our 
boats onto solid ground, we set off for the outer 
beach with our lunches. It was a short walk to 
the dune at the edge of the ocean. Walking 
carefully so as not to disturb the beach grasses, 
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Traditional Canoe 
Enthusiasts... 

join the Wooden Canoe Heritage 
Association, a non-profit membership 
association devoted to preserving. studying, 
building, restoring and using wooden, wood & 
canvas end birchbark canoes. Membership 
includes our quarterly journal, Wooden 
Canoe, annual Assembly notification, and 
access to hard-to-find books and supplies 

Write to us at: 

Wooden Canoe Heritage Asscciation 
P.O. Box 226 

Blue Mountain Lake, N.Y. 12812 

Paddling 
with Chuck 

. Chuck Wright 

we climbed the last dune to see a tranquil ocean 
and miles of deserted beach before us. All this 
under a blue sky without a single cloud in sight. 

What a place for lunch. On our way back to the 
boats, adeer bounded through the grasses ahead 
of us - a perfect completion of a perfect trip on 
a perfect day. 

But we could have been among the dis- 
gruntled people on the lawn of the Mashpee 
Middle School trying to hear the President 
through loudspeakers. Which would you have 
chosen? 

Another Little Woods Hole 
Adventure 

The Friday after Thanksgiving had been 
grey andrainy all day. So when the suncame out 
Saturday morning, I was ready to get out on the 
water. A call to a friend and we were off for 
Woods Hole. The tide was right for a trip down 
the Naushon shore of Vineyard Sound but a 

’ forecast of winds increasing to 25 knots urged 
caution. 

A look at the water in Great Harbor con- 
firmed this. “If it’s this rough in the harbor, 
what’s it like in the open?” After crossing to 
Devil’s Foot Island and playing a bit in the 
gutter, we decided it would be prudent to stay on 
the mainland side - a GOOD decision. How- 
ever, there being nowhere to go upwind, we 
decided to go downwind, which also happened 
to be the direction of the strong tidal flow. We 
thought we’d go ‘round to Little Harbor. It 
looked a little rough off Juniper Point, but man- 
ageable. So around we went, bouncing in the 3’ 
to 4' waves. A BAD decision! 

“Let’s take a look at the surf at Nobska 
Point and head back.” The lee of the Coast 
Guard boats in Little Harbor offered a brief 
respite before tackling Juniper Point again. But 
the combination of wind, strong tides and waves 
was too much! After fearing that we would be 
dumped, we headed back to accept our defeat. 
Fortunately I knew a small landing where we 
could leave the boats while we walked back for 
the cars. This, of course, meant walking through 
the village of Woods Hole in full cold water 
paddling gear: a floppy bright blue, red and 
yellow dry suit and oversize neoprene boots in 
my case and an almost equally bizarre outfit for 
my. partner. But Woods Hole isn’t fazed by 
anything - I didn’t notice anybody even give us 
_asecond glance. 

My partner reminded me of another paddle 
in the area that she refers to as “Suicide Mon- 
day” when we paddled across to the islands and 
almost couldn’t get back! 



First Solo: A Chronicle 
05:59: Dawn. Excited by dream of sailing 

solo for first time today in our 35' schooner. 
07:55: Lock car in lower parking lot, 

except for trunk to which will return once I find 
dock cart. 

08:03: Cart located on “C” dock, about 
100 yards from harbour gate. Almost make it 
back to the gate when irate person screaming 
obscenities runs up noisily behind me, wrestles 
cart out of my hands and returns to his yacht. 
Several heads pop out of nearby hatches, all 
wearing sympathetic expressions but unclear 
as to whose side they are on. Would give them 
the finger but hand still hurts from cart struggle. 

08:12: Find other cart on “E” dock, about 
four miles from car. Awaken two skippers; 
both repeatedly deny need for cart. Listen to 
impolite suggestions about what to do with 
cart. 

08:20: Return to car. Load supplies. 
Hissing sound indicates portside cart tire going 
flat. Load last item, new maintenance-free 
marine battery purchased yesterday from happy 
oil sheik running local chandlery. Battery fits 
vacant space above portside cart wheel. 

08:22: Loaded cart carves single spiral in 
soft pavement leading to harbour gate. Portside 
flat tire has worked its way into space between 
wheel rim and cart creating pig-like squeals as 
we make way to “A” dock. Pause frequently to 
attempt removal of tire. Other hand now in pain 
caused by thumb jamming between rim and 
tire. Rim carves interesting design in fresh 
dock paint. Push cart to finger occupied by 
Commodore’s yacht then return to my spot. 

08:36: Head and neck plow through cun- 
ningly hidden spider web as I board schooner. 
Raise eyes to invisible God; relocate webbing 
and army of miniscule, angry residents tonew 
sweater and white pants. Open hatches and 
saloon curtains. Rejoice in sudden movement 
of schooner in response to wake action of de- 
parting motor launch; good to be afloat. 

08:36:05: Jump onto heaving finger dock 
as cart terminates drunken spiral to water’s 
edge. Restrain cart by placing left foot between 
tireless rim and edge of dock. Successful ma- 
neuver counteracts sharp pain shooting up from 
instep to knee. 

08:37: Disregard offer from passing 
grubby urchin for assistance in dumping cart 
into harbour. Entertain private thoughts con- 
ceming his size and parentage. 

09:03: Supplies stowed in appropriate 
lockers. New battery in position ready to be 
connected. Note that dock cart operates si- 
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lently on single healthy wheel. Abandoncart at 
gate and retum nonchalantly to schooner while 
whizzing brain tries toremember which battery 
lead emerging from twin holes in bulkhead is 
supposed to attach to negative terminal. 

09:17: Connect battery. Interesting dis- 
play of blue sparks intermingled with wisps of 
hot smoke mark progress in ascertaining proper 
connections. Developing slight headache. 

09:28: Key inignition. Throttle in posi- 
tion for engine start. Time for coffee. 

09:29: Ignite alcohol stove. Place kettle 
over weak flame and calculate boil to occur at 
09:37 (8 minutes). Locate favourite mug at 
bottom of sink; rinse and dry. Drop teaspoon of 
decaf in mug. Time to warm up engine. 

09:34: Stare at ignition key. Mentally 
retrace steps taken to reconnect new battery. 
Think of cost of new starter motor. Think of 
friendly oil sheik’s accommodating smile. 
Return to galley, replace decaf powder with 
pure 100% Colombian. 

09:37: Check kettle. Check burner. Light 
second burner and move kettle. Make mental 
note to refill burner #1 sometime. Also to 
acquire tin of alcohol. 

09:46: Remove sail covers. Roll tightly, 
toss smartly through forehatch. Make mental 
note to slide hatch screen out of range next time. 
Add hatch screen repair to impressive list chores 
to complete before launch next spring. 

10:01: Apologize to picky matron in 
grungy yacht next door for language unbecom- 
ing to a yachtsman. Glare at brats snickering 
through open port and making vulgar noises. 

10:03: Return commodore’s cheery greet- 
ing and patiently explain vapors clouding main 
hatch due to planned process of steam cleaning 
teakettle. Commodore continues towards his 
berth, slowly shaking head. 

10:03:06: Descend rapidly into galley 
area; extinguish bumer, empty kettle into mug 
creating half cup very black Colombian. Set 
aside to cool. 

10:07: Up on deck again, note much 
activity as crews busy themselves about their 
boats. Jolly gestures exchanged indicating 
mutual pleasure at sharing sport of emperors. 

10:09: Assist matron’s yacht to back out 
of berth thus displaying warm feelings friend- 
ship and absence hard feelings. As crosswind 
gust catches bow, toss bow line aboard. Note 
loud smack of hull colliding with end of finger 
dock. Smile knowingly at Commodore across 
row of yachts, shake head and shrug shoulders. 
Stares at me, descends silently into bowels his 
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yacht. 
10:10: Drink coffee, cold. Return mug 

top of pile in sink. 
10:15: Check halyards and sheets, posi- 

tion in careful coils allow rapid and seamanlike 
handling when making sail. Remove all but 
two sail ties main and jib. Attach gaff halyard 
and stuff foresail under spars to prevent bal- 
looning. 

10:25: Brief silent prayer. Turn ignition 
key. Engine starts. Rapid heart beats due un- 
doubtedly to cold Colombian. Stand incockpit 
radiating calm confidence of accomplished 
mariner. No one is watching. 

10:30: Wind stronger now. Move fenders 
to lee side. Inspect immediate area and deter- 
mine no other vessels in motion or about to 
move. 

10:32: Free spring lines and carefully lay 
along deck for rapid recovery when returning. 
Schooner drifts leeward limit of bow and stern 
lines. No other vessels in motion. 

10:34: Adjust jaunty Greek cap, look 
about seeking brave eye contact prior to solo 
sally. No one is watching. No other vessels in 
motion. Heart in rapid motion. 

10:36: Move to forward cleat, free bow 
line except for single turn. Trot to stern line, do 
likewise. Holding two bitter ends, midships 
along dock. Wind steady across beam; feels 
like fresh gale, possibly monsoon. 

10:37: Flick stern line off clear; toss into 
cockpit. 

10:37:01: Flick bow line; line remains 
tucked under one end of cleat. Note that stern 
is departing dock heading for opposite finger. 

10:37:02: Snap decision. Bow line will 
run free under cleat when we back away from 
berth. Will draw aboard when clear. Leap into 

it. 
10:37:08: Full astern; describing fasci- 

nating downwind arc. Spin wheel. Bow line 

snakes along finger, collecting spring lines 
which plop into dockside water. Schooner 
exits berth executing Immelman turn. Proceed 
sternward in general direction of harbour exit. 
Foresail balloons up between masts. 

10:39: Commodore’s yachtovertakes star- 
board to starboard. Points to trailing bow line. 
Shakes head pensively increases speed. Disap- 
pears astern. 

10:43: Exitharbour. Hear warning bells. 
10:43: Bedside phone causes eyes snap 

open. Nightmare over. Holiday begins. Think 
I'll go sailing. Need crew. You free? 
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PIECE WY, BOAT 
SOLO 

THE "PIECE BOAT" 
"Here are some pictures of the 

latest in take-apart small boats, 

called the "Piece Boat". It was ex- 
hibited at the Annapolis Sailboat 
Show last fall, where my _  sis- 
ter-in-law saw it and bought the 
display boat. The builder is Golden 
Era Boats of Noank, Connecticut. 

The bow section nests into the 
stern section and both then nest 
into the mid _ section. Then the 
whole shebang will fit into your 
subcompact wagon or your hall 
closet. It looks like an interesting 
option for flat water paddlers who 
lack storage space or who are not 
partial to car-topping, and who 
don't like the time-consuming com- 
plications of the folding 
stick-and-fabric jobs. 

The builder's literature stated 
that the boat is a development of 
the "Wee Lassie" by naval architect 
Dave Gerr. I have paddled it and 
liked it okay. My sister-in-law, 
who is new to this kind of up close 
to everything boating, is getting 
acquainted with the shorelines and 
marshes hereabouts and is pretty 
ecstatic about it." 

Neil Wilson 

THE "PIECE BOAT" 
"It was back in July shortly 

after the Mystic Small Craft Week- 
end that you stated (in print) that 
you'd be publishing something on 
my "Piece Boat" Solo canoe. I eith- 
er missed an issue or you never 
got around to running the article. 
I think probably the latter. 

I can't really get too upset 
about this omission as I really 
wasn't pushing it during the sum- 
mer. I took much of it off to go 
cruising in my old catboat and put 
the "Piece Boat" Solo on hold for a 
while. Now that "while" has defi- 
nitely ended. 

In the months since you saw 
my boat at Mystic I have changed it 
in detail and joined with a new 
manufacturer. I have gotten togeth- 
er with Bob Champlain of Golden 
Era Boats in Noank, Connecticut. 
He had, independently of my efforts 
at my own Even Keel Boatworks, 
come up with a three piece nesting 
rowing shell. He called his boat 
the "Zipper", but now that we have 
joined forces, both boats are being 

marketed under the "Piece Boat" 
banner. 

Since Bob began manufacturing 
my boat we have made several re- 
finements, mostly having to do 
with weight, trim and accessories. 

We have developed wheels for it 
which will make it unnecessary to 



lift the boat, even though it now 
weighs just 35 pounds. We're fully 
confident now that we have a good, 
safe, fun to use product. We've 
been placing it in shops around the 
northeast and have had inquiries 
from dealers in Japan. 

I developed the "Piece Boat" to 
solve the problems posed by other 
"folding" boats available on the 
market today. They tend to be too 
heavy, have too many packed items 
to deal with, and are time consum- 
ing to assemble. And those made of 
fabric material require thorough 
drying before being packed away. 

The "Piece Boat" eliminates these 
drawbacks, it's lightweight, packs 
into a single compact unit, is 
childishly easy to assemble, and 
may be packed away still wet. 

The designing of the "Piece 
Boat" was done for me by naval 
architect Dave Gerr. He slightly 
modified the classic J. Henry 
Rushton "Wee Lassie" double paddle 
canoe design to: 1) Allow the three 
pieces to fit together; 2) Provide 
dry storage inside; 3) Improve sta- 
bility; 4) Enable greater load car- 
rying capacity. He retained the 
double paddle propulsion, seated 
facing forward posture for maximum 
ease and pleasure of use. 

The boat is beautifully con- 
structed by Bob Champlain at Gold- 
en Era Boats of hand laid fiber- 
glass, and includes built-in flota- 

tion sufficient, should it ever be- 
come swamped, to provide positive 

pe 
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The delight of using a rowing 
shell on the water can be tempered 
by the problem of storage ashore. I 
have designed and am now produc- 
ing a solution to this. The "Zip- 
per" is a 20'3" shell which disas- 
sembles into three pieces that store 
in a space 7'x23"x13". The three 
piece hull sections, which nest 
within one another when disassem- 
bled, are made of fiberglass and 
aluminum and are decked with fab- 
ric and wet suit material. Assembly 
time is less than 10 minutes for the 
55 pound craft. 

The "Zipper is shipped disas- 
sembled with all. necessary parts 
and tools included. The hull design 
is stable enough for the novice 
rower to enjoy, yet is quick enough 
on the water to satisfy the more 
experienced rower. I will be happy 
to provide more information, con- 
tact me, Bob Champlain, Golden Era 

Boats, P.O. Box 212, Noank, CT 
06430, (203) 536-1005. 

The 

Above: Doug Goldhirsch enjoying his 
creation. 
Right: Ready to be put away. 

A detailed pamphlet is avail- 
able from me, Douglas Goldhirsch, 
Even Keel Boatworks, Inc., 120 

Concourse East, Brightwaters, NY 
11718, (718) 788-4960. 

Features 

¢ Easy to Assemble 
¢ Lightweight - under 40 lbs. 

¢ Single 4' Package when nested 
¢ Maintenance Free 

¢ High Quality, Hand-Laid Fiberglass Hull 
¢ Resilient Vinyl Trim 

Particulars 

Length (Assembled) 10’ 6" 
Length (Nested) 4'1" 
Beam 2' 4" 
Weight 40 lbs. 
Capacity 235 lbs. 
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Gregory Pike 

Confessions of a Wood Butcher 

I confess, I’m addicted to plywood butch- 
ery. If I don’t build a new Mess-About every 
year or two I get cranky. I used to rationalize 
why I needed another boat (I currently have 
about six), but I don’t bother with that anymore. 
My wife is very understanding. She figures that 
as addictions go, boats is better than chasing 
women or using drugs. I don’t argue with that. 
Following are some tips and techniques I use 
when building my boats. 

MODELING in poster board lets me see 
the boat in three dimensions. I learn a lot from 
a model and it’s fun. Mastering the model 
makes building the boat easier. It helps me to 
understand the plans and identify problems. I 
can also try modifications before committing to 
lumber. Building a model is almost as good a fix 
for this wood butcher as the real thing and it’s 
much cheaper. 

LUMBER: I’ve built a number of boats 
from fir and '/," luan plywood from the lumber 
yard. I have not had problems with rot or 
delamination using these materials. I do avoid 
exposed end grain as much as possible. Some- 
times I can get pretty good spruce out of staging 
planks and ledger boards. My stacked cord- 
wood yields usable chunks of hardwood. 

RESINS: To oversimplify considerably, 
there are basically two choices. Epoxy and 
polyurethane. Of the hundreds of available 
epoxies, I use West System - I really like the 
metering pump. 

Tooversimplify again, there are twochoices 
in polyester resin - finishing (waxed) and lay-up 
(unwaxed). Lay-up resin sets up tacky in air so 
that you can do additional lay-up without sand- 
ing. Finishing resin is the same stuff but it 
contains wax which is designed to coat the 
surface, excluding air, causing the resin tosetup 
hard. Finishing resin requires sanding between 
applications. In my experience, finishing resin 
used on plywood actually sets up tacky. There- 
fore, I use lay-up resin. I’ve built some boats 
with epoxy only, some boats with polyester only 

and most of them with a combination of both. 
FILLERS: I use Colodial Silica mixed 

with epoxy for glue and Fillite with polyester for 
filling and fairing. Sometimes I blend both 
fillers together. I find these two adequate for 
practically everything. 

FASTENERS: I use mostly stainless, 
some bronze, from Jamestown Distributors. Call 
(800) 423-0030 for a catalog. You won’t be 
sorry. 

PAINTS AND VARNISH: I mostly use 
oil-based enamels. I’ve had good results with 
marine enamels, metal enamels (like Rust-O- 
Leum and De-Rusto) and premium house paints. 
I like Benjamin Moore Eggshell Finish Enamel 
for the inside of the hull. The semi-gloss helps 
hide minor surface defects. I use an off-white to 
reduce glare from the sun. This product has to 
set up for two to three weeks or the finish will be 
soft and easily damaged. 

My preferred varnish is Interlux 97 Poly- 
urethane. I find it much more durable than any 
oil-based varnish I’ve used. The curse of var- 
nish is sanding between coats. For the bold, 
there is a way to cheat. If I put on a second coat 
while the first coat is kind of firm-tacky, I skip 
sanding. I’ve done up to three coats this way. If 
I win I only sand a couple of coats. If I loose I 
can wind up starting allover. Don’t say I didn’t 
warn you. 

CLEAN UP: I like the paint brush spinner. 

It cleans brushes better, faster and uses less 
solvent. I save used solvent in a separate jug. 
After the pigments have settled, I decant solvent 
clean enough for the first couple of rinses. I use 
Acetone on the last rinse or two. It’s surprising 
how much paint Acetone gets out of an appar- 
ently clean brush. 

SCARFING: Imakeconventional 8:1 (or 
so) wedge shaped joints for fir. I tape scarf '/," 
plywood planks using one layer of 3” glass tape 
on each side. To make an invisible joint I sand 
off the first layer of plywood veneer under the 

Gordon South 

"It's COMMON SENSE’s new fall cruiser." 

tape. Then tape and fill even with the surface of 
the plank. I fill and fair the inside face of the 
plank prior to installation. I leave the outside 
taped only till later. I always put the best 
plywood face inside the boat. Fairing and 
finishing the inside is 500 times harder (at least) 
than doing the outside. 

OUTSIDE TAPE JOINTS I do in a simi- 
lar fashion to the scarfs. I countersink the nails 
and sand off the first layer of veneer, then tape 
and fair the planks. Removing the veneer pro- 
duces a fairer joint plus I’m less likely to sand 
through the plank when fairing and the tape is 
less likely to chafe through in use. 

INSIDE TAPE JOINTS: When practi- 
cal, avoid them altogether by building in batten 
seam. No doubt the boat gains a few pounds, but 
it makes inside finishing much easier. Neatly 
installed naked tape doesn’t look too bad. Oth- 
erwise | fill and fair and sand until I can’t stand 
it anymore, then paint it with semi-gloss. 

SANDING POLYESTER: You know, 
the job that requires many hours of frustration, 
clogs $80 worth of belts and discs and turns the 
air blue with strong language. That damn tacky 
resin is a beast. I know how to lift this curse. ' 

Using lay-up resin, I fair the whole hull. I 
don’t sand between applications but use edged 
tools, knife, chisel, planes, Shure Form, etc. to 
shape the corners and remove any little spiky 
bumps that would snag the spreader. When the 
hull is faired, ready to sand, I apply the cure - 
trust me, this really works. I cover all the sticky 
resin with a layer of Bondo thinned slightly with 
Acetone - thin too much and the Bondo sets 
tacky. This does the same thing the wax is 
supposed to do - exclude air from contact with 
the resin. When the Bondo’s set, I sand. IfI did 
a good job fairing I’1l sand of 99% of the Bondo. 
I’m using Bondo as an air barrier, not a filler. 
Since the operative principal is the exclusion of 
air, a coat of primer might work, but I haven’t 
tried it. 

THE BUILDING FRAME: Maybe eve- 
ryone knows this, but [had to learn the hard way. 
Now, when I’m setting up the stem transom 
frames and keel I run a taut line over the keel 
matching or parallel to the base line drawn on. 
the plans. This way I can check my framing 
measuring up from the building frame and down 
from the taut line/baseline. 

THE CRADLE: Thad tochase acouple of 
dinghies around my shop before I really mas- 
tered this concept. Now, before I take the hull 
off the building frame, I build acradle. If I build 
the base of the cradle parallel to the above taut 
line, when I turn the boat over (and level the 
cradle), the boat will be level to her design water 
line. The DWI can be an SOB to find once she’s 
off the building frame. 

LIMBER HOLES (drain holes) will pre- 
vent water from being trapped in the bottom and 
prevent rot - everybody knows that. What’s 
easy to overlook is limber holes for when the 
boat’s stored upside down. Water standing 
under the decks, quarter knees, seat risers, etc. 
willcause rot just as surely. Designing drainage 
is easy when you’ re building but may be impos- 

sible later. ne 
Iknow some of these techniques will raise 

objections, but they work for me. Maybe some 
of them will work for you. Part of the appeal of 
building your own boat is that you need only 
please yourself. 



A Tale of Three Boats - Wooden That Is 
One: A 32" model of our #545 Thunderbird. 
Two: An 11" whaleboat, 1/2" scale. 
Three: The twenty-two gun flush deck sloop 
of war ATRIPOS, 1/8" scale. 

We bought Bug Bottom the year after we 
sold our Thunderbird in 1971 and dug a nice 
pond on which] planned to continue sailing, but 
with radio control. It took a while, but in 1988 
I finally launched my first ship, a model of the 
America — non RC. 

I still wanted to build something we could 
sail with a radio so we wouldn’t have to have 
another boat on the pond to rescue the model. 
While reading “Boats,” one of the older issues 
that one of my sons had given me, I spotted an 
illustrated article on the building of a model 
boat. The model of #545 was the result. It sails 
beautifully but has a bit too much ballast and a 
touch too much beam. It’s great in a stiff wind, 
as was our 26' sloop, but does poorly in puffy air. 

While in Mystic, I had seen a small model 
of a whale boat which caught my eye. As I 
recall, it was about 9" long - not very big. 
However, the price was a Hussein “eye ball 
plucker” - $7000. Having built number two, 
well down the scale from the one I had seen in 
Mystic, not so much after all. 

The inspiration for number three came from 
my collection of Forrester’s Hornblower series. 
It’s the only one in which Hormblower describes 
the ship he commands well enough to build. The 
cabin and its skylight, the crudely carved figure- 
head draped in white, touched with red, holding 
a large pair of gilt scissors, the armament of 
twenty-two guns, four long nine pounders, two 
at the forward gun ports and two at the aft ports, 
with eighteen twelve pound carronades are all 
detailed in the story. The way the ship lies low 
in the water so Hornblower can swing into the 
chains is clearly pictured. Anyway, that is what 
got the third model started. It’s ready for its 
standing and running rigging which should be 
finished in Florida this winter. 

D.H. Warner 
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CHAPTER VI 

To Paddle a Canoe 

No one can expect to learn to paddle a canoe from a book, how- 
ever explicit the directions may be. There is only one way to 
learn to swim and that is by going into the water and trying it, 
and the only proper way to learn to paddle a canoe is to paddle 
one until you catch the knack. 

In the ordinary canoe, to be found at the summer watering 
places, there are-cane seats and they are always too high for safety. 
A top load on any sort of a boat is always dangerous, and every 
real canoeist seats his passengers on the bottom of the boat and 
kneels on the bottom himself while paddling. Of course, one’s 
knees will feel more comfortable if there is some sort of a cushion 
under them, and a passenger will be less liable to get wet if he 
has a pneumatic cushion on which to sit. No expert canoeist 
paddles alternately first on the one side, and then on the other; 
on the contrary, he takes pride in his ability to keep his paddle 
continuously on either side that suits his convenience. 

The Indians of the North Woods are probably the best paddlers, 
and from them we can take points in the art. It is from them 
we first learned the use of the canoe, for our open canvas canoes 
of to-day are practically modelled on the lines of the old birch- 
barks. 

From a taken 
es) ly for this book by 
Mr K. Vreeland, Camp 
Fire Club of America. 

Fig. 102. Fig. 102c. 

Fig. 102.—Beginning of stroke. Paddle should not be reached farther forward than this. It is im- 
mersed edgewise (not point first) with a slicing motion. Note the angle of paddle—rear face of blade 
taned ore to avoid tendency of canoe to turn. Staff of paddle is 6 inches too short. Left hand 

oul lower, 
Fig. 1024.—A moment later. Right hand pushing forward, left hand swinging down. Left hand 

should be lower on full-sized paddle. 

Fig. 103.—Putting the power of the body in the stroke by bending slightly forward. Left hand held 
stati from now on, to act as fulcrum. The power comes from the right arm and shoulders. 

Fig. 103a,—The final effort, full weight of the body on the paddle. The right arm and body are 
doing the work, the Jeft arm (which is weak at this point) acting as fulcrum. Note twist of the right 
wrist to give blade ae proper angle. 

Fig. 104.—End of stroke. Arms relaxed and body straightening. 7 
Fig. 104¢.—Beginning of recovery. Paddle slides out of water gently. Note that blade is perfectly 

flat on the surface. No steering action is required. If the canoe tends to swerve it is because stroke 
was not correct. Only a dufier steers with his paddle after the stroke is over. The left hand now 
moves forward, the right swinging out and back, moving paddle forward horizontally. : 

Fig. 1046. Fig. 104c. 

Fig. 1046—Turning to right. The latter be of a broad sweep outward, away from the canoe. The 
blade is now being swept toward the canoe, the left hand pulling in, the right pushing out. Position of 
right wrist shows that blade has the opposite slant to that shown in the straightaway stroke—i. ¢., the 
meer face a blade is turned inward. Blade leaves water with outer edge up. Wake of canoe shows 

rpness of turn. 
Fig. 104c.—Turning to left. The last motion of a stroke in which the paddle is swept close to the 

canoe with the blade turned much farther outward than in the straightaway stroke. At end of stroke 
blade is given an outward sweep. and leaves the water with the inner ones iy This is not a steering or 

motion, It is a poweriul sweep of the paddle. Note swirl in wake of canoe showing turn. 

When you are standing upright and your paddle is in front of 
you with the blade upon the ground, the handle should reach to 
your eye-brows. (See Figs. 101, 102, 103, etc.) 

Kneel with the paddle across the canoe and nét farther forward 
than the knees. Then dip the blade edgewise (not point first) by 
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raising the upper hand without bending the elbow. Swing the 
paddle back, keeping it close to the canoe, and give a little twist 
to the upper wrist to set the paddle at the proper angle shown in 
the photos. The exact angle depends upon the trim of the boat, 
the wind, etc., and must be such that the canoe does not swerve 
at any part of the stroke, but travels straight ahead. The lower 
arm acts mainly as a fulcrum and does not move back and forth 
more than a foot. The power comes from the upper arm and 
shoulder, and the body bends forward as the weight is thrown on 
the paddle. The stroke continues until the paddle slides out of 
the water endwise, flat on the surface. Then for recovery the 
blade is brought forward by a swing from the shoulder, not lifting it 
vertically, but swinging it horizontally with the blade parallel to 
the water and the upper hand low. When it reaches a point 
opposite the knee it is slid into the water again, edgewise, for an- 
other stroke. The motion is a more or less rotary one, like stirring 
cake, not a simple movement back and forth. 

To Carry a Canoe 

To pick up a canoe and carry it requires not only the knack but 
also muscle, and no undeveloped boy should make the attempt, 
as he might strain himself, with serious results. But there are 
plenty of young men—good, husky fellows—who can learn to do 
this without any danger of injury if they are taught how to lift 
by a competent physical instructor. 7 

To pick up a canoe for a “carry,” stoop over and grasp the 
middle brace with the right arm extended, and a short hold with 
the left hand, as shown in Fig. 105. 
When you have a secure hold, hoist the canoe up on your legs, 

as shown in Fig. 106. Without stopping the motion give her 
another boost, until you have the canoe with the upper side above 
your head, as in Fig. 107. In the diagram the paddles are not 
spread apart as far as they should be. If the paddles are too 
close together a fall may break ones neck. 



Fig. 106, Fig. 105. Fig. 107. 

es 
Se — pe De ——ot = aS 

Z Show ma how 

Poddres ‘rest 
on Shoulders 

Tym Oh 3s < <> inn caren t cange fs 
Over head. 

TRaacthe SH Ging t 
Fig. 108. Fig. 109, 

Now turn the canoe over your head and slide your head be- 
tween the paddles (which are lashed to the spreaders, as shown in 
Fig. 105), and twist your body around as you let the canoe 
settle down over your head (Fig. 108). If you have a sweater or a 
coat, it will help your shoulders by making a roll of it to serve as 
a pad under the paddles, as in Fig. 109. I have seen an Indian 
carry a canoe in this manner on a dog-trot over a five-mile portage 
without resting. I also have seen Indians carry canoes over moun- 
tains, crossing by the celebrated Ladder Portage in western 
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Fig. 110.—Northern ves Indians crossing the ‘ladder portage.”” 

Quebec, where the only means of scaling a cliff is by ascending 
a ladder made of notched logs. For real canoe work it is 
necessary that a man should know how to carry his craft across 

country from one body of water to another. All through the 
Lakelands of Canada, and also the Lake St. John district, up 
to Hudson Bay itself, the only trails are by water, with portage 
across from one stream or lake to the other. 

CHAPTER VII 

HOW TO BUILD A PADDLING DORY 

A Simple Boat Which Any One Can Build—The Cheapest Sort 
~of a Boat 

To construct this craft it is, of course, necessary that we shall 

have some lumber, but we will use the smallest amount and the 
expense will come within the limits of a small purse. 

First we must have two boards, their lengths depending upon 
circumstances and the lumber available. The ones in the 
diagram are supposed to be of pine to measure (after being 
trimmed) 18 feet long by 18 inches wide and about 1 inch thick. 
When the boards are trimmed down so as to be exact duplicates 
of each other, place one board over the other so that their edges 
all fit exactly and then nail each end of the two boards together 
for the distance of about six inches. Turn the boards over and 
nail them upon the opposite side in the same manner, clamping 
the nail ends if they protrude. Do this by holding the head of a 
hammer or a stone against the heads of the nails while you 
hold a wire nail against the protruding end, and with a hammer 
bend it over the nail until it can be mashed flat against the board 
so that it will not project beyond its surface. 

After you have proceeded thus far, take some pieces of tin (Fig. 
112) and bend the ragged edges over, so as to make a clean, 
straight fold, and hammer it down flat until there are no rough or 
raw edges exposed. Now tack a piece of this tin over the end of 
the boards which composed the sides of the boat, as in Fig. 114. 
Make the holes for the tacks first by driving the pointed end of a 
wire nail through the tin where you wish the tacks to go and 
then tack the tin snugly and neatly on, after which tack on 
another piece of tin on both bow and stern, as in Fig. 116. This 
will hold the two ends of the boards securely together so that they 
may be carefully sprung apart in the middle to receive the middle 

mould which is to hold them in shape until the bottom of the boat 
is nailed on, and the permanent thwarts, or seats, fastened inside. 
When the latter are permanently fixed they will keep the boat in 
shape. 

To make the mould, which is only a temporary thing, you 
may use any rough board, or boards nailed together with cleats 

Fig. 111.—Parts of dory. 

to hold them. The mould should be 2 feet 6 inches long and 1 foot 
4 inches high. Fig. 111 will show you how to cut off the ends 
to give the proper slant. The dotted lines show the board before 
it is trimmed in shape. By measuring along the edge of the board 
from each end 10.8 inches and marking the points, and then, with 
a carpenter’s pencil ruling the diagonal lines to the other edge and 
ends of the board, the triangles may be sawed off with a hand saw. 

Fig. 112. 

<aid- 115. 

Fig. 111 shows where the mould is to be placed in the center 
of the two side boards. As the boards in this diagram are sup- 
posed to be on the slant, and consequently in the perspective, 
they do not appear as wide as they really are. The diagram is 
made also with the ends of the side boards free so as to better 
show the position of the mould. But when the side boards are 

2] 

Fig. 113. 

Fig. 114. = 
> Pies 

Fig. 116, 

The simple details of the dory. 



sprung apart and the mould placed in position (Fig. 113), it will 
appear as in Fig. 116 or Fig.117. Fig. 115 shows the shape of 
the stem-posts to be set in both bow and stern and nailed se- 
curely in place. 

When you have gone thus far fit in two temporary braces near 
the bow and stern, as shcwn in Fig. 117. These braces are sim- 
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Fig. 118. 
Top views of dory and parts of dory. 

ply narrow pieces of boards held in position by nails driven 
through the outside of the boat, the latter left with their heads 
protruding, so that they may be easily drawn when necessary. 
Now turn the boat over bottom up and you will find that the 

angle at which the sides are bent will cause the bottom boards 
to rest upon a thin edge of the side boards, as shown in Fig. 1109. 
With an ordinary jack-plane trim this down so that the bottom 
boards will rest flush and 
snug, as in Fig. 120. 

How to Calk a Boat so That 

It Won’t Leak 

If you wish to make a Fig. 1184. 
bottom that will never leak, 

not even when it is placed in the water for the first time, plane off 
the boards on their sides, so that when fitted together they will 

BUILDERS & RESTORERS! 
Use the epoxy * Acclaimed by leading authorities 

: * Scientifically developed 
professionals * Over 12 years of proven service 

use. 
SEAL, STOP LEAKS 

EPOXY 
1-26 SHEATHING 

SYSTEM 
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PERMANENT BONDING 
POWER 

T-88 STRUCTURAL © 
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e Penetrates wood as 
¢ Non-critical 1:1 mix well as fabric 

° Cures as low as 35°F RESTORE SURFACES 

~ © Clear, impact resistant, EPOXY 
ill : 4 FAIRING 

gap filing F COMPOUND 
e Cures tack-free in high 
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t 

e Fills cracks & holes 

e 1:1Non-sag paste ' 

Special Introductory Offer!/—send $10.00 for 2 pt. of T-88, 
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leave a triangular groove between each board, as shown in Fig. 
118}. These grooves will show upon the inside of the boat, and not 

upon the outside, and in this case the calking is done from the 
inside and not from the outside. They are first calked with 
candlewick, over which putty is used, but for a rough boat it is 
not even necessary to use any calking. When the planks swell 
they will be forced together, so as to exclude all water. 

To fasten the bottom on the boat put a board lengthwise at the 
end, as shown in Fig. 121. One end shows the end board as it is 
first nailed on, and the other end shows it after it has been trimmed 
off to correspond with the sides of the boat. Now put your short 
pieces of boards for the bottom on one at a time, driving each one 

snug up against its neighbor before nailing it in place and leaving 

Fig. 117. 
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es 

Fig. 121. 
Top view with sides in place, also reversed view showing how bottom boards are laid. 

the rough or irregular ends of each board protrude on each side, 
as shown at the right-hand end of Fig. 12r. 

When all the boards are nailed in place (by beginning at one 
end and fitting them against each other until the other end is 
reached) they may be trimmed off with a saw (Fig. 121) and 
your boat is finished with the exception of the thwarts, or seats. 

If you intend to propel this with paddles like a canoe, you will 
need a seat in the centre for your passenger, and this may be 
placed in the position occupied by the form (Figs. 111 and 117) 
after the latter is removed. To fit a seat in it is only necessary to 
cut two cleats and nail them to the sides of the boat for the seat 
to rest upon and saw off a board the proper length to fit upon the 

cleats. It would be well now to fasten the braces in the bow and 
stern permanently, adjusting them to suit your convenience. 
The seat should be as low as possible for safety. With this your 
paddling dory is finished, and may be used even without being 
painted. A coat of paint, however, improves not only the looks 
but the tightness and durability of any boat. 
We have now advanced so far in our boat-building that it 

becomes necessary that the beginner should learn more about 
boats and boating, and since this book is written for beginners, 
we will take it for granted that they know absolutely nothing 
about the subject and will give all the rudimentary knowledge 
for landlubbers in the next chapter. 

(516) 727-9895 (516) 727-3060 

-ECONIC PADDLER 

Canoes & Kayaks 
AQUATERRA’ * NECKY * VALLEY CANOE 

CURRENT DESIGNS * PERCEPTION 
OLD TOWN * MAD RIVER * GRUMMAN * WENONAH 

Paddle with us around Long Island's 
1600 miles of shoreline! 

89 Peconic Avenue, Riverhead, New York 11901 



Flying 
Dutchman 

Appears on 

Pleasant Bay? 
On December 19th I was taking 

a "mental health day" (really just 
playing hookey from the responsi- 
bilities of work and family) out on 
Pleasant Bay. I was heading down 
the Namequoit River after visiting 
with Tony Davis at his Arey's Pond 
Boatyard. As I anchored in Fresh 
Fish Cove to await the return of 
some great blue herons I planned to 
photograph to their rookery, I saw 
this unique small sailing sloop 
heading up the Meeting House Riv- 
er in a brisk northwest wind to- 
wards Meeting House Pond. When 
he spotted me, he pulled into the. 
cove where I was anchored. 

The skipper was Matthew 
Layden from Glastonbury, Connecti- 
cut. He had left the Connecticut 
River in early November and has 
been poking his way along the 
coast since then, sticking to the 
skinny waters. He had designed his: 
own boat, with maybe a nod to 
Bolger, and built it also. She was 
somewhat slab-sided (sorry), about 
14' in length, but sailed like a 
witch with her lug rig. 

When I got back to work at 
the newspaper I tried to dig up a 
word jockey to follow up on this 
story, it's slow here on the Cape 
in winter for hot news, so a sin- 
gle-handed gunkholer appearing 
like the "Flying Dutchman" seemed 
worth pursuing for a feature story. 
But he had departed as quietly as 
he had appeared, only a couple of 
the "regulars" on the Bay had ta- 
ken note of his passing through. 
In winter on Pleasant Bay, such: 

things can happen when you don't 
expect them to. 

Barry Donahue. 

Small Boat Exchange 
JOHN L. FREEMAN 

DAYSAILERS * CRUISING SAILBOATS 
CLASSIC SEAWORTHY POWERCRAFT 

ROWING SHELLS ¢ FINE ROWING CRAFT 
CANOES ¢ KAYAKS « DINGHIES 

CUSTOM BOATBUILDING 

ON THE WATERFRONT 
16 KILBURN ST. BURLINGTON, VT 

(802) 864-5437 
BROKERAGE FOR SAIL AND POWER 

Cape Cod’s 
Nautical 

Book Shop 

USED, OUT-OF-PRINT, & RARE 
NAUTICAL BOOKS 

COLUMBIA TRADING COMPANY 
504 Main Street (Route 6A) 

At the corner of Meadow Lane 

West Barnstable, MA 02668 

PEN SHOP (508) 362-8966 | 

Canaan Canoes 
& BOAT SHOP 

HAND CRAFTED CEDAR STRIP CANOES 

BOAT RESTORATIONS - RECANVASSING 

REPAIRS & CANING 

RAY REITZE, JR. 
‘Registered Maine Guide 

(207) 426-8138 

RFD 2 BOX 2757 CANAAN, ME 04924 



Builders 

& 
Restorers 

Sa eS wee eee Sar 3 os ~ 

We have the largest selection of new Guide-boats and historically 
correct accessories available from one source. With ten models in lengths 
of 12’, 14’ and 16’, construction materials range from traditionally built wood, to 
the state of the art, bi-axial Kevlar layups. The beauty, speed and open water 
capabilities of these boats have been exactly reproduced from originals. The 
camp owner, explorer, fisherman and fitness buff will appreciate the many 
capabilities that these traditional designs offer. Many of our boats have unique 
es aie and all are competitively priced. For free information or viden 
contact: 

Indian Point Guideboat Company 
732 Midland Avenue 
Midland, PA 15059 

412 643/5457 SPARS 
and NUING THE EVOLUT 

cont mavO HOLLOW (EVER SINCE 1979) 
Ss 

siray CIC 
§= GUIDE BOAT= 

ELEGANT LITTLE YACHTS 
IN WOOD ANB GLASS 

-ANDB ALL eee WITH THEM- 
an 

D.P. Cooper Boat Building 
RR1 Box 267 

Hartland, Vermont 05048 
(802) 436-2640 \ ——— 5 

O'CONNELL'S Fiddlehead Boatwntd 
e Traditional raft © Stock & Custom Construction of 

Built to Order All Manner of Wooden Boats 

345 E. Grant St. 
Lancaster, PA 17603 STEVE KAULBACK CHARLOTTE, VT 05445 

802 425-3926 

(717) 299-1663 
Repairs * Recanvassing * Upholstery 

Restoration ¢ Refinishing ¢ Caning Rt. 1, Box 1060, Bradford, VT 05033 | ° Mike Collins & Jennifer Schaafsma 802-222-5583 

VIDEO AVAILABLE — Demonstrates our 

unique building method and boats in use: 

$22.50. MC/Visa o.k. Over 300 satisfied 
kit builders attest to these superior designs. 

Weight — 45 lbs. 

Finished — $1200 

Kir - $525 

° SHELL BOATS ° Construction 
Video - $20 

cee el Plans - $30 

Modern wooden boats for 

rowing and sailing 7'—19’ 

Catalog $2.00 

TRADITIONALLY BUILT SMALL CRAFT 
SKIFFS, DORIES, YACHT TENDERS - SAIL, QAR, MOTOR 

HONEST BOATS AT HONEST PRICES 

ALSO “TORPEDO” PLYWOOD RECREATIONAL SHELL. 

STUDY PRINT $3 PLANS $25 

Specialists in Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

65 Main St, Topsham, Maine 04086 (207)729-7402/ 443-3533 
CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEXT WOODEN BOAT 
ROB BARKER PO. BOX 10, MONTAGUE, MA 01351 PH. (413) 367-2424 



~~" Sutherland 

| Boat & Coach Inc. 

BUILDERS OF FINE WOODEN 
SAILBOATS, LAUNCHES & 

ROWING BOATS 

SHOP: 2258 Rt. 54A 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

(315) 536-2258 

10’6 ~20 Ibs. 
If the concept of a 10'6", 

20 pound classic double paddle 
cruising canoe appeals to you 
as it did to Nessmuk back in 
the 1800's, send for free info 

and sample copy of my news- 
letter. 

Feather Canoes 
3080 N. WASHINGTON BLVD. 

SARASOTA, FL 34234 

(813) 953-7660 

Builder ‘s St tc hney 

© Wooden Boat 

Repair & Maintenance 

© Small Boat Construction 

© Custom Yacht Joiner 

(207) 372-8543 

"GOBY" 
noes e''= 65 'Lbs. 

Cap. 350 Lbs. - Two Rowing Stations 
Marine Fir Plywood and Oak 

' Stainless Steel Screw Fastenings 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

Box 146 St. George, Me 04857 

‘| Custom Built Traditional Wooden Boats 

17' SWAMPSCOTT DORY 

NORTH RIVER 

BOATWORKS 

6-C ELM STREET, ALBANY, NY 12202 

518 434-4414 "Info $2.00 

Wooden Boats for Sail, Oars or Power 

Repair & Restoration 
Of Wooden Boats— 

HUMPHREY BOAT WORKS | 
45 AUCOOT RD. MATTAPOISETT, MA 

(508) 758-6234 | 

Woodstrip 

Watercraft anee 
PES SS 

CANOES 

KAYAKS & 
SMALL BOATS 

Built in modern wood construction. 
Also Accessories, Supplies, Resto- 
ration & Repair, Custom Designs. 

‘ 
’ 

AL BRATTON }: 
P.O. Box 1140 Builder 
Lansdale, PA 19446 215-234-0680 

HARDKNOCKS CANOE SHOP 
cedar canoes 

———. a 

Site ihahoiiwilecs: ell 

construction * repairs Le recanvassing 

» BRENDAN CURRAN, HOVE, MAINE 04847 + 207-763-3074 

WILL BUILD ON COMMISSION: 
Sailing dorics, daysailers or cruising 

boats to 30° LOA, built to your 
requirements. All of superior con- 
struction in wood at reasonable price. 
THE LANDING BOATSHOP, PO 
Box 1490, Kennebunkport, ME 04046. 
207-985-7976. 

‘Wood/Canvas Canoes 

°Restored/“Recanvased 

“Bought/ Sold 

Mike “Huston 

‘Phila. “PA 1-215-342-8705 

Headquarters 

Cape Cod’s 
Sailing i Wooden Boat 

Center 

* The Arey’s Pond Catboat * 

Available in 12’ and 14’ sizes, limited 

production, built exclusively at Arey’s 

Pond Boat Yard. Finished off in Teak or — 

Mahagony by professional wooden boat 

builders. 

New and used Sailboats, brokerage, 9’ and 

11’ skiffs, Tohatsu outboards, Professional 

service to O’Day boats. Fully stocked 

store, fiberglass repair & outboard service. 

Moorings, hauling, storage, wooden boat 

restoration, custom building, sailing and 

boat building classes. 

& Est. 1945 

AREY’S POND BOAT YARD 
Arey’s Lane off Rte. 28, P.O. Box 22 

South Orleans, MA 02662 

508-255-0994 

WEE PUNKIN- 

"Wee Punkin" has traditional good 
looks, is fun to build from inex- 
pensive materials, and her perform- 
ance will delight you. Innovative 
foam core deck and ample flotation 
make her extra safe and comfort- 
able. She is ideal for children if 
they can get her away from dad. 

Truly a breakthrough in small boat 
design. Hit of the Port Townsend 
Wooden Boat Festival. No lofting. 
Plans with full size station pat- 
terns and detailed instructions $36. 
SASE for more info. 

GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 

RT. 1 BOX 75 COLLBRAN, CO 91624 
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COMMON SENSE DESIGNS 
YOU CAN BUILD A BETTER 
BOAT THAN YOU CAN BUY! 

BUILD MICRO sare lo be inexpensive 

Sar ere 
type’ construction. 

*Spirited sailor. 
*Self righting, 
self bailing. 
*Comfortably 

E sleeps 2, 

t daysails 6, 

PLEASE SEND ME: 
Cc) "Micro" Plans for $50. 

CI Study Packet for "Micro" and 15 

other Common Sense Designs, $5. 

SSATE Saale: 

COMMON SENSE DESIGNS 
P.O. Box 91429, Portland, OR 97291 

PICCUP PRAM 

11'-x+4.5"-OA)-655'-x"4! COCKPIT 
100# EMPTY - 490# LOADED 

12 CU. FT. STORAGE/BUCYANCY 
TAPED SEAM MULTICHINE 

$1 INFO ~ $20 PLANS 
JIM MICHALAK 

118E. RANDALL LEBANON, IL 62254 

SOLO CAUISER 
Strip build your own racing cance 

Complete plans for 18' or 18'6" MF C1 

Study flyer available 

omaa Page 
13 Shenu Lane, York, Maine 03909 

PLANS, STENCILS 

Lightweight, sturdy, 

maneuverable. Excellent 

hunting, fishing boat. 

Send SASE for info. 

385 PLYMOUTH &8T. 

HALIFAX, MA 02338 (617) 335-3643 

Plans 

RAVEN 'S WING WATERCRAF 
BUILD YOUR OWN PLYWOOD 

GREENLAND STYLE SEA KAYAK. 
PLANS, PATTERN, MANUAL, $40. 

KITS & BOATS AVAILABLE 
RR3 BOX 845, WISCASSET, ME 04578 

(207) 443-6677 

CATALOG $3 PPD 
HEADWATER BOATS 

156 BUNKER CREEK RD. 
CHEHALIS, WA 98532 

DENNIS DAVIS DESIGNS 

Most states have paddlers who 
bought DK plans in 1990. You can 
join them and build an elegant round 
bilge kayak or recreational shell 
from two sheets of plywood without 
making a mold. Two dollar notes 
will bring my illustrated leaflet by 
return airmail. 

DENNIS DAVIS 

The Flat, Himbleton Manor 

Droitwich, Wores WR9 7LE ENGLAND 

Capt. Pete Culler's Plans 
GEORGE B. KELLEY 
20 LOOKOUT LANE 

HYANNIS, MASS 02601 
TEL. (508) 775-2679 

One hundred and one traditional designs 
from a 9-foot pram to a 125-foot Tern 
schooner. Send $1 for price list. 

the amateur boatbuilder from 10' 
blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. 
plans, contents, prices, etc. 

use. Send $2 for catalog listing. 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for 
launch 

‘Send $2 for catalog defining specs, 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 ar- 

ticle reprints on small boat designs written through the years by E. 

Weston Farmer, N.A., considered by many to have been one of the out- 
standing marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $1 por 
page. All articles include lines drawings, offsets, etc. 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
118970 AZURE ROAD WAYZATA, MINNESOTA 55391 

BUILD YOUR OWN CAPE COD 

CATBOAT 

Send $3 for new 3rd edition of 
the CATROAT DESIGN BOOK- 

LET describing designs for 
11'=29' catboats. 

CHARLES W. WITTHOLZ 

100 WILLIAMSBURG DR 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20901 

: © ESIC, Boat 

Plans & Kits 
* Full size patterns 
+ Instruction manual 
* Design portfolio 

send $2.00 

MONFORT ASSOCIATES 
RFD 2 Box 416 - Wiscasset, Maine 04578 

etal Garvey Workboat 
Just one of tne designs in our catalog of stock plans ($3 ) 

§'-20' Sail, Row, Power, Paddle 

Modem plywood or cold-molded construction. 

ROBERT W. STEPHENS WOODEN BOATS 
Sensibly modern design and construction 

P.O. Box 464 Searsport, Maine 04974 

(207) 548-0129 

YOU CAN BUILD 

10', 28 LB. PERSONAL KAYAK 

' Two-page information fly~ 
er on request. 

BOATS 

29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984 

IRREDUCIBLE to‘ famous 32! 

that you oan 

612—473-2360 



Oars 5’ — 16’ 

Solid Spruce — Ash 
Spoon - Blade - Oval Shaft Oars 

7'6". 8. 8'6".9°. 96". 9'9" 
free brochure contact: 

Water Power Products 

RR1, LaHave, Lunenburg Co, Nova Scotia BOR 1C0 

PH: (902) 688-2351 

VOLVO PENTA 
Orr's Island Boat Works 

9, 18, 28 and 43 HP Diesel Engines 

Smaller Size, Less Weight. 

Complete Package Including Reverse Gear 

Old Volvo Diesels Rebuilt 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Orr's Island, ME 04066 
1- (800) 339-6777 (207) 833-5852 

Maine only 

Orr's Island Boat Works: 
AUTHORIZED 

DEALER 

9-170 HP DIESELS 

FULL PARTS INVENTORY 
EXPERT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Orr's Island, ME 04066 

1-(800)-339-6777 * (207) 833-5852 

(Maine Only) 

BRONZE & BRASS 
CUSTOM MADE INVESTMENT 
CASTING & MOLD MAKING 

SERVICE 
Alloys Mixed to Specs 

Replicas Made From Broken 

Originals or Drawings 

WALTER ALLEN 

221 Washington St. 

Topsfield, MA 01983 

(508) 887-9783 

Mast Hoops 
Mast Hoop Fasteners @ 

Sail Hanks @ Parrel Beads 

@ Wood Cleats @ Wood 

Shell Blocks @ Deadeves 
@ Belaving Pins @ 
Bullseves @ Custom Bronze 
Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc. 
Lane's End 

Newbury, MA 014950 

(508) 462-7409 
Creatom cooden 

Materials 
6& 

Supplies 

GAMSELL 
HUNTER 
SAILMAKERS 

* 

Cotton and Dacron Sails 
TAN CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS Ss DING AND RUNNING RIGGING 

We have the old Atlas Co. ma- (207) 236-3561 
chines. Pure hard drawn copper. Just 16 Li kS C d 

the thing for lapstrake canoes, skifts, ImerOcK treet, Camden, 

dories. 3 diameters, 1/16", 3/32", Maine 04843 
Vea 10m sizes, 3/4%=) "1/4".5) Prices: 

$7.50-$10/1b. Send $1 for sample pack- 
et. STRAWBERY BANKE, INC. 

P.O.B80X 300MB PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 
ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 

Flitches 4/4", 5/4", 6/4" thick to 
16' long. Some other sizes available, 
all rough sawn. This is nice stuff. We 
fea ship anywhere. Call or write for 
info. 

J-D. ENGLAND CO. 
HCR Box 337, Urbanna, VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

THE ROSS BANDMILL ® 
PORTABLE SAWMILL 

US PATENTS 4275632. 4334669 

CANADIAN PATENT 1159342 

OTHER PATENTS PENDING 

a) 

, AN HONEST 
SIMPLE, RUGGED 
RELIABLE, VERSATILE, 
ONE-MAN SAWMILL 
SAWS ALL WOODS 
Diameters 3 to 17 Inches 

CANOE HARDWARE Lengths 8 Inches to Infinity 

gk . THIS MACHINE. IS PROVEN Ree er Oe Chee Tain 
fa ; Pe. PRICE COMPLETE WITH Tacks, 3/8" Oval Brass Stem 
pot UF T, TRACK $4960 Bands, Clinching Irons, 3/16" 

5. YR. WARRANTY f-« - . & eee | ROSS, INC Bronze. Carriage Bolts, Canoe 

x 'W.K. ’ : Plans, Clear White Cedar. 
640 Main St., 

W. Hampstead, 
ma NH 03841 U.S.A 

603 * 329° 6320 

oe is 

| WE PIONEERED < 
“4: THE PORTABLE - 
‘| BANDGAW SAWMILL 

Price List Available. 

NORTHWOODS CANOE SHOP 

RED #3, Box 118-2A 

Dover-Foxecroft, ME 04426 

POLYESTER RESIN 53s! Finest Quality-Always Fresh 
5 Gal. Pail 1 Gal. 4ormore 20ormore 4 pails or more 
$70.00 ea. $15.50 ea. $14.50 ea. $14.00 ea. $67.50 ea. 

FIBERGLASS ™ WIDE SELECTION BY THE YARD OR ROLL - FOR EXAMPLE: 

Mat 1-1/2 oz. 38" $2yd* Roving 24 oz 38": $3/yd @ Cloth 10 oz 38" $4.05 /yd 

SILICON BRONZE WOOD SCREWS — MANY SIZES FROM 3/4x8 AT $4.80 TO 
3x16AT $40.50.ALSO STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS AND BRONZE RING NAILS 

GLOUCESTER PAINTS — THE COMPLETE LINE AT 40% & 50% OFF LIST PRICE 

SYSTEM THREE EPOXY RESINS 

MERTON'S FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 399 - East Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Tel. (413) 736-0348 To Order Call Toll Free 1-800-333-0314 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST - WE SHIP U.P.S. ANYWHERE IN USA. 
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WORKSHOP ON THE WATER 
What's happening at the Barge? 

A new resident boatbuilder, Jon 
Etheredge, is at work now at the 
Philadelphia Maritime Museum's 
boatshop. A Railbird skiff is being 
built as part of a boatbuilding 
class and is being filmed by "Phil- 
adelphia Outdoors Magazine" for 
March TV airing in the area. The 
Barge staff will be building a 15! 
Beaton designed racing Sneakbox. 
Possibly three more Sneakboxes 
will be built this coming spring. 

Boatbuilding classes will go 
on throughout the year now, with 
an expansion in scope to include 
decoy carving. Marine artist Rick 
Klepfer is continuing his documen- 
tation of the collection at the 
Barge. 

Roger Allen, Workshop on the 
Water, Philadelphia Maritime Muse- 
um, 321 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19106. 

BRADY BOATWORKS 
After several years as resi- 

dent boatbuilder at the Philadelphia 
Maritime Museum's Workshop on the 
Water, during which 14 boats were 
duilt and the shop brought up to 
‘rade standards, John Brady now 
1aSs opened his own _ boatbulding 
shop. Presently he is building a 
.6' Melonseed, and will do repairs 
is well as original construction on 
raditional small craft. 

John Brady, Brady Boatworks, 
i27 N. 3rd St., Philadelphia, PA 
9123, (215) 925-2476. 
SSE RT RR LETS SE OS ERE 

O'CONNELL'S WOODEN BOAT SHOP 
Marc Barto, who has_ now 

joined me in my boatbuilding work, 
and I are busy this winter. We're 
building a Pacific Pelican right 
now for a Florida customer and 
next we'll be building two Melon- 
seeds, the first similar to "Emily 
B" featured on your December lst 
cover. The second is going to be a 
larger one according to lines drawn 
by John Brady of Brady Boatworks 
in Philadelphia. Both will be built 
using glued lapstrake plywood con- 
struction. 
Russell O'Connell, O'Connell's 
Wooden Boat Shop, 345 E. Grant, 
Lancaster, PA 17603, (717) 
299-1663. 

LIGHTWEIGHT CARTOP 

FIBERGLASS CANOES 
MICMAC 13" x 32" - 40 LB. 

SEA KAYAKS 
CASPIAN SEAL 16.5 x 24" - 38 LB. 

DUCK BOATS 
CAPE DUCKER 9' x 40" - 55 Jib. 

Designed by small craft designer/sports 

man, Bart Hauthaway- Featured-in "Field 

& Stream” anc "National Fisherman". 

CAL-TEK ENGINEERING 

P.O. Box 202, Kingston, MA 02364 

(617) 585-5666 

From the 
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NELSON SILVA BOATBUILDING 
I'm staying quite busy at my 

boatshop with recent launchings in- 
cluding two 18' Sea Skiffs based on 
the design of T.N. Simmons. New 
owner Kelly Adams of Greenville, 
NC, will use his skiff on the Pam- 
lico River and at his summer home 
on the ocean at Topsail Beach, NC. 
John Bohland of Durham, NC, is 
using his skiff for fishing on the 
many lakes, rivers and sounds in 

North Carolina. These lightweight 
(425 pound) skiffs are ideal for 
trailering and avoiding slip fees. 

This past fall we sent a skiff 
to Long Island, NY, resident Ed 

Small. He fishes and "putts around" 
in his high side 20' Sea Skiff pow- 

rinanninen siecle ere eI 

ered by a 70 hp outboard. I enjoy 
getting his "fishing reports" which 
he phones in now and again. 

Current work in progress is a 
low side 20’ Sea Skiff for Bill and 
Susan Tatum of Raleigh, NC. 
They'll use their boat on Jordan 
Lake fishing for striped bass, and 
fishing for blues on the coast when 
they are running. Also underway 
is a 30' solar powered electric ca- 
nal boat built of marine ply and 
epoxy resin. Interior cabinet work 
is being assembled and final trim 
fit in mid-January. 

Nelson Silva, 
7980 Market St., 
28405. 

Boatbuilder, 

Wilmington, NC 

*ALEUT SEAT” 

NEW ENGLAND COASTAL KAYAKERS 
The Aleut Sea II sea kayak is 

now in at my shop. This Howard 
Jeffs design is 21'6"x26", with dou- 
ble pumps, three large oval VCP 
hatches and an extended VCP rud- 
der system. It's made in North 

Wales, it's fast and beautifully de- 
signed. 

Jonathan Howard, New England 
Coastal Kayakers, P.O. Box 534, 

Westbrook, lb 06498, (203) 
669-7629. 



WOOD/CANVAS CANOE, with 

floor racks. $500. 
FERNALD'S, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA, 
(508) 465-0312. (19) 

used, 

BOAT SHOP, 1,000 square feet. In- 

cludes big yard and house, 3 br, 
den, 1-3/4 BA. $200-$250k range. 
JOE TRIBULATO, Van Nuys, CA, 

(818) 762-8945. (19) 

18'. RHODES, 
ready to sail. 
$1,800. 
D.F. WILMES, E. 
(203) 873-1051. (19) 

recent’ restoration, 

With new trailer, 

Haddam, CT, 

ALLEGRA 24 POCKET CRUISER, full 
keel, cutter rig with bowsprit, 
standing headroom, large double 
berth (two people and dog), two 
burner stove, 9.9 Sail Johnson, re- 

cent survey. Great little ship. 
$8,000. Located in Bar Harbor, ME. 
LARRY NUESSLEIN, Allentown, PA, 

(215) 439-0334. (19) 

21' VAN DYNE CROTCH 
PINKY, open daysailer. 
with wood trim. Cat ketch sprit 
rig, spruce oars. A _ real pretty 
boat. Send SASE for photo and spec 
sheet. $2,500, or $2,800 with 4hp 
Mere with new remote tank. Offers 
welcomed. 
PETER WEIGLE, P.O. 
Haddam, CT 06423, 

(19) 

ISLAND 

Glass hull 

Bows 265505. 

(203) 873-1671. 

24' CROSBY STRIPER BASS BOAT. 
Mahogany on oak, teak sole. Raised 
cabin with V berths, hanging lock- 
er and small galley. Needs some 
refastening and stem work, recan- 

vassing, paint, etc. No motor but I 
have a line on two possible choices 
(both inexpensive). A worthwhile 
project if you want a great per- 
forming sea boat with those "class- 
ic lines". $900 or make an offer. 
Send SASE for photo. 
PETER WEIGLE, P.O. 
Haddam, CT 06423, 
(19) 

Istope VA IA 

(203) 873-1671. 

15' BIRCH BARK CANOE, built in 
1990 by Minehart of Big Forks. 
Light, symmetrical, gunwale caps. 
$2,200, will ship. 
ANN MOONEY, Williamsburg, MA, 
(413) 268-7854. (19) 

1990 WEST WIGHT POTTER 15. Fa- 
mous daysailer and ocean cruiser. 
Main and jib, galv. tilt trailer, 

custom cabin and cockpit cushions, 
OB, porta-potti, jiffy reefing, 
transom boarding ladder, bow pul- 
pit, much more. Better than new. 

DICK SMITH, 10213 Rounding Run, 
Richmond, VA 23233, (804) 
741-2171. (TF). 

Cllasesitnec Manketplace 
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE TO 
SUBSCRIBERS. Anyone who is a 
subscriber to MESSING ABOUT IN 
BOATS may run a classified ad at 
any time, as often as desired dur-_ 
ing the term of the subscription, at 
no cost. An ad will appear in two 
successive issues following receipt. 
To continue after that, the sub- 
scriber must request further publi- 
cation of the ad. Commercial adver- 
tising is NOT available free, but 
anyone in the trade who subscribes 
may run a free classified ad for 
any personal boat or gear. Product 
lines and services for hire are 
commercial ads and can be run at a 
cost of 10 cents per word per issue 
run. Mail your ad copy to BOATS, 
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984. 

TSUNAMI KAYAS. X-1 Rocket Boat 
and new X-2 Starship (tandem). Ul- 
timately safe high performance open 
cockpit design. Easily rolled or 
re-entered. Rugged. Ideal for tour- 
ing, cruising, surf and_ solos. 

Learn advanced skills without fear 

of capsize. 
JIM TENNERMAN, 42 Parker St., 
Cambridge, MA 02138, (617) 

491-1172. (23p) 

WANTED. Folding or _ inflatable 
kayak for spring/summer 1991 trav- 
el. Interested in Feathercraft or 
Klepper. Willing to swap Arluk III 

or possibly buy outright. Also 
willing to exchange boats for the 
season. Paddle my Arluk, Tsunami 
X-1 or Seafarer Sprint. 
JIM TENNERMAN, Cambridge, MA, 
(617) 491-1172. (19) 

STRETCHED MICRO 18', a BIG new 
well done boat with cockpit, teak 
cockpit grate, teak walkways on 

cabintop, heavily built. Sails, out- 
board motor, on good trailer with 

spare tire. $3,700. 
BOB ARCHIBALD, 
Rd., Chattanooga, TN 37416, 
855-6966. (19) 

4658 Fall Creek 

(615) 

STANDARD MICRO, completed boat 

but not finished. Marine ply/epoxy, 
new boat, new sails. $2,500. Boat 
on trailer for delivery to new own- 
er, but trailer is not included in 

price. May be purchased for addi- 
tional $350. 
BOB ARCHIBALD, 
Rd., Chattanooga, TN 37416, 
855-6966. (19) 

4658 Fall Creek 

(615) 

14' O'DAY JAVELIN SAILBOAT with 
boat trailer and nearly new 5 horse 
Mariner outboard motor. Bargain at 
$1,600. 
ANDREW VOIKOS, E. 
MA, (508) 888-4099. (19) 

Sandwich, 

WANTED. Kermath marine engine, 
1938-39 Seabird XL, 30-35 H.P. 
Maine Maritime Museum needs for 
full boat restoration. 
BILL SWEETMAN, RFD 1, Box 731, 

Orr's Island, ME 04066, (207) 

833-5852. (19) 

WANTED. Literature and manuals 

for Kermath marine engines. 
BILL SWEETMAN, RFD 1, Box 731, 
Orr's Island, ME 04066, (207) 

833-5852. (19) 

26' THUNDERBIRD SLOOP, excellent 
condition, in the water ready for 
sailing. Many extras, trailer. 
$6,600. Terms to reliable purchas- 
er. 
PAT KIMBROUGH, Rt. 1 Box 3E, 

Spicewood, TX 78669, (512) 
693-2403, (512) 453-5502. (18) 

ALCOHOL STOVE in good condition, 
$35. 
G.L. CLARK, 32 Ocean Ave., S. 

Yarmouth, MA 02664, (508) 
394-8390, (401) 723-2444. (18) 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELL. Older model 

with fixed tracks. $400 with oars, 
$350 without. 
EDWARD HOFFER, Wellesley, MA, 

(617) 235-4171 eves. (18) 

JONBOAT FOR’ RENT. =iIn_ Salt 
Springs, FL, near Oklawaha and 
St. Johns Rivers and many other 
streams and lakes well suited for 
messing about in small boats. $200 
a week includes rustic but comfort- 
able cabin. Available February and 
March. 
CHAUNCEY BANCROFT, 
1724, Palatka, FL 32178, 
325-4750. (18) 

Be Oe Box 

(904) 

16" BOLGER WINDSPRINT, lug rig- 
ged, built 1990, sailed one season. 
Marine ply/West System, hollow 
Sitka mast, two large flotation 
tanks, trailer. Quality throughout, 
fast and handy sailer. $1,250. 
J-F. MC KIE, 19 Blandfrod, 
Fairport, NY 14450. (18) 

LN., 

20' ALUMINUM MAST with rigging, 
in good shape, with main, jib and 
boom. $150. Also two jibs in good 
shape, $50. 
RICHARD BRIDGE, 
(609) 854-4913. (18) 

Westmont, NJ, 

SKILLED WOODEN BOAT REPAIRS. 
If you're looking for someone af- 
fordable to do professional repairs 
or restoration on your small wooden 
-boat, call us. We've been building 
and repairing boats since 1933. 
PERT LOWELL CO., Lanes 
Newbury, MA 01951, 

End, 

(508) 

29 
462-7409. (TF) 



DOVEKIE SAILBOAT. hull #82. Red 
hull with white deck. Good shape 
but needs minor cosmetic work. In- 
cludes Yamaha 5hp longshaft motor, 
custom motor mount, backporch, 

long foil leeboards and many acces- 
sories. Asking $5,000 as is, or 
$6,000 if I have to do the work. 
Can be seen in Marlborough, NY. 
CRAIG POOLE, New York, NY, 

(212) 691-8149. (18) 

16' COMET SAILBOAT, 1949, cedar 
planked. Excellent condition, 
bright deck. With trailer, $900. 
SCOTT WOLFF, Virginia Beuch, 
VA, (804) 463-6895 after 6 p.m. 
(19) 

18' HAMPTON ONE-DESIGN. New. 
SCOTT WOLFF, Virginia Beach, 
VA, (804) 463-6895 after 6 p.m. 
(19) 

WANTED. A copy of Jerry Stelmok's 
book, "Building the Maine Guide 
Canoe". Please state condition and 

price. 
BURT LIBBY, ~ Rtii 1 9 Box 
Litchfield, ME 04350. (19) 

1090, 

ALDEN SCHOONER PRINTS. Limited 
number of prints of John Alden's 
finest schooner, "Mandoo". 
21"x15-3/4" plus margins. Original 
oil by well known British naval 
artist Leslie A. Wilcox. $25 each. 
INGA WILMERDING, Suite 237, Red 
hook Plaza, St. Thomas, VI 00802. 
(18p) 

COM PAC 16, 1982. Been in storage 
for years. Needs good cleaning. 
With trailer, $2,995. 
FERNALD'S, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA, 

(508) 465-0312. (19) 

OLD BOAT PLANS. Copies’ from 
"Mechanics Illustrated", "Science & 
Mechanics", "Sports Afield Annu- 
al", and others. Hundreds avail- 
able. Catalog $4. 
E.G. RAGSDALE, P.O. Box 48M, 

Westlake, OR 97493, (503) 997-7818. 

KEY LARGO COTTAGE, studio type, 
sunny, warm, enjoy’ waterfront, 
tropical foliage. Rent includes 16' 
daysailer and windsurfer. $395 per 
week. 
KEY LARGO SHOAL WATER CRUIS- 
ES, Key Largo, FL, (305) 451-0083, 

"THE CARIBBEAN ON $5 A DAY. A 
Sea Gypsy Handbook for Living in 
Paradise" by Fritz Seyfarth. The 
sailboat as an island retreat. The 
secret is simplicity afloat, using 
the boat like the olden times gyp- 
sies who roamed the countryside in 
their wagons, self-contained life 
support modules, making a living 
by their hands and wits. Quality 
softcover, $8.25 postpaid. 
SPANISH MAIN PRESS, 
Plaza, Suite 237, St. 

00802. (TF) 

AVAILABLE. About 80 "Canoe" mag- 
azines. List available. 
WARREN GRUNST, Oak Ridge, TN, 

(615) 482-2010. (19) 

30 

Red Hook 

Thomas, VI 

CONSTANT CAMBER HULL PANELS 
for the Adirondack Goodboat or 
Lakesailer, or your own version of 
these, or other, boats that can be 

made from the same panels. We can 

ship panels and other parts in any 
stage of preparation or assembly. 

Minimum tools and space needed, no 
building jig- Boat can be put to- 

gether in one to three days and 
finished at your leisure, saving 
thousands. : 
MASON SMITH, 
Goodboat, Box 44, North Point Rd., 

Long Lake, NY 12847. (518) 
624-6398. (TF) 

SIMMONS SEA SKIFFS. Classics of 
the North Carolina coast. Outstand- 
ingly seaworthy, fast with low 
power, light, simple plywood lap- 

strake construction. Detailed plans 
and directions, no lofting. SEA 
SKIFF 18: Featured in SBJ #51. 
17'1x"5'7"x5" draft, 20-40hp. Plans 
$30. SEA SKIFF 20: The big offshore 

fisherman. 19'4"x7'6"10" draft; 
50-70hp. Plans $45. Information on 
both $1. 
NEW HANOVER COUNTY MUSEUM 
FOUNDATION, 814 Market St., 
Wilmington, NC 28401, (919) 

341-4350. (18) 

16! Ue Hee MAHOGANY 
HYDROPLANE, very tight and light. 
Sanded down to the wood and ready 
to glass or paint. A 45hp Evinrude 
and a trailer are also included. 
This boat is fast, fast, fast look'n. 
$695. 
KEVIN LANDIS, Green 
(215) 234-4919. (18) 

Lane, PA, 

16' OLD TOWN KENNEBEC CANOE, 
Royalex, with long decks. $400. 
FERNALD'S, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA, 

(508) 465-0312. (19) 

12' SARNEGAT BAY SNEAKBOX, just 
like Nathaniel Bishop's "Centennial 
Republic" (well, almost). Complete 
gaff cat rig with almost new dacron 
sail, all rigging, original fittings 
and hardware. Hull has been  fi- 
berglassed and will need some re- 
fastening, centerboard work, and 
interior cleanup. Full restoration 
would require removal of fiberglass 
from exterior of hull. A_ winter 
project of manageable size. $500 
firm. No trailer, delivery can be 

arranged within New England area. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA, (508) 
774-0906, after 6 p.m. best time to 
reach me. 

WANTED. 1959 Outboard, Johnson 
or Evinrude in restorable condi- 

tion, 40-65hp. 
BOB MONETTI, Toms 

(201) 270-4723. (18) 

Adirondack | 

River, Nd, 

SAIL THE VIRGINS. Beautiful, 
fast, seakindly, reasonable, Gallant 
53’ ketch "Zulu Warrior". Charter- 
ing in the Virgins 17 years. 
MARTA WILMERDING MAC 

FARLAND, 12 Statesman Terr., 

Marshfield, MA 02050, (617) 

837-6505. (TF) 

CANOE LINES PLANS. 

sets, mold patterns, for 12', 

14-1/2', 16', 18-1/2' canoes drawn 
for traditional beauty and versatil- 
ity. Sized for either strip built or 
wood/canvas construction. 

FRANKLIN CEDAR CANOES, Box 
175, Franklin, ME 04634. (207) 

565-2282. (18p) 

ESCAPE NEW ENGLAND WINTER! 
Sail beautiful warm Florida Bay in 
our 25' and 34' leeboard sharpies. 
Nicely equipped bareboat charters. 
Fabulous waters, secluded cruis- 
ing. Cottage also available. 
KEY LARGO SHOAL WATER CRUIS- 
ES, P.O. Box 1180, Key Largo, FL 

33037, (305) 451-0083. (TFp) 

15' THOMPSON CANOE, wood/can- 
vas, ten years old in excellent 
condition, $1,600. Two hand-carved 
Cree paddles, 63" and 58", of ma- 

ple, $150 for both. : 
SUTHERLAND BOAT & COACH, 2258 
Rt. 54A, Penn Yan, NY 14527. (19) 

CEDAR VENEER. 1/8" thick, 500 
square feet in four foot lengths. 
Originally from the Dean Co. Good 
for a winter dinghy or canoe pro- 
ject. $100. 
PAUL MEYER, Carlisle, MA, 

369-7393. (18) 

ADIRONDACK GUIDEBOATS. The 
largest selection of guide boats and 
historically. correct accessories av- 
ailable from one source. Ten mod- 

els, paddles, oars, yokes, seats 
and hardware. Free information and 
video available. 
INDIAN POINT GUIDEBOAT CO., 
732 Midland Ave., Midland, PA. 

15059, (412) 643-5457. (TF) 

17". FOLBOT SUPER sea_ kayak,. 
non-folding mnaugahyde skin kit 
model. Reconditioned, iy. excellent 
shape. With two sets of new Folbot 
take-apart paddles, seat cushions 

and backs, flotation bags fore and 

aft, foot operated rudder. No cock- 
pit skirt or sail rig. Blue and yel- 
low. $350 firm. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA. 
774-0906 after 6 p.m. best. 

Lines, off- 

(508) 

(508) 



19" WOODEN MAST, 2"x3" with al- 
uminum fairing, SS rigging, bronze 
hardware. 9! wooden boom, 
2"x3-3/4". 10'9" aluminum boom 
2-3/8"x1-3/4". Various used cleats, 
blocks, rigging wire, misc. hard- 
ware. Very low prices, cleaning 
out needed shop space. Send SASE 
for list. 
YACHTCRAFT, 100 Bray St., Glou- 
cester, MA 01930, (508) 283-3536. 
(19) 

USED SAILS at tarp prices. 
SASE for list. 

Send 

YACHTCRAFT, 100 Bray St., Glou- 
cester, MA 01930, (508) 283-3536. 

(19) 

"SMALL BOAT JOURNAL" BACK IS- 

SUES. One complete set, every is- 
sue, 1 to 73, up to mid-1990. All 
in excellent condition. A rare and 

useful collection. $100. 
GODFREY GOFF, Swansea, MA, 

(508) 676-1564. (19) 

"WOODEN BOAT" BACK _ ISSUES. 
Numbers 29-31, 33, 37, 38, 43, all 

of 1981 through 1988 except #80 
(Jan/Feb '88). Most in very good 
condition. $150 or best offer. 
ROB LONGLEY, 

Delmar, 

(19) 

12 Glendale Ave., 

NY 12054, (518) 475-1124. 

24=O..0000839.95 
20=V ovo 39.93 
18-Vi.u929.95 

or Save 15% when you 
order 4 or more: 

MasterCard/Visa accepted 
METUCHEN, N.J. 
MADE IN U.S.A. 
800-888-9428 

There is nothing — absolutely nothing — 

Co i=: aes u 

as simply messing about in boats. 

MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS? 

Do it in top quality, 100% cot- 
ton, silkscreened T-shirts featur- 

ing original drawing and famous 
quotation from "The Wind in the 

Willows". Short Sleeve $15.50, 

light, blue or tan: 8S, M; UL, XL. 

Long Sleeve $19.50, light blue: M, 

bps 2.98 Bie 

THE DESIGN WORKS 

Dept. MA P.O. Box 3394 

Silver Spring, MD 20918 

Burt’s Canoes 

Traditional Wood/Canvas Canoes 

BURT LIBBY 

(207) 268-4802 

Rt. 1, Box 1090 

Litchfield, ME 04350 

LEARN YACHT & COMMER. 

CIAL BOAT DESIGN OR. 
WOODEN BOAT BUILDING 
Two . full-time residential programs 
combine theory with practice in crea- 
tive. and challenging environments De- 
sign students study marine engineering 
and drafting along with CAD training 
and daily exposure to an active boat- 
shop. Boatbuilding students learn to 
construct a classic wooden dory and a 
graceful day sailer with the option of 
a cruising boat instead. Equal opportu- 
nity enrollment. V.A. ‘approved. 

|THE LANDING SCHOOL 
P.O. Box 1490 M 

Kennebunkport, Maine 64046 
(207) 985-7976 

14'x47" Hand Laid Fiberglass Hull 

Solid Mahogany Gunwales & Seats 

Two Rowing Stations 

Well Balanced with Deep, 

Length Keel 

Amazing Stability with Sharp 

Entry to the Seas 

Full 

Traditional Wine Glass Transom 

BAY? MAINE BOATS 
P, O. BOX 631 

KENNEBUNKPORT, ME 04046 
(207) 967-4282 

DETROIT AREA/LAKE St. CLAIR 
Sailing Sea/Touring Kayaks 

HUGH HORTON 
SMALL BOATS 

15175 HAMILTON 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48203 

(313) 868 7900 

GLEN-L Plans and Patterns use the 
latest technology to bring out the 
CRAFTSMAN in the Amateur. Over 
200 designs 7’ to 55’ in our fully 
ILLUSTRATED 1991, 168 page 
DESIGN BOOK. SAIL/POWER/ROW 
Sailboats — Houseboats — Duck- 

boats — Fishing boats — Canoes — 
Kayaks — Pirogue — Hydroplanes 
— Texas Scooter — Airboat — 

eSCULLING SKIFF" 
17’ STITCH-N-GLUE SHELL 
Plans & Patterns $21 

Dories — Boat Trailers — more. eee! 
SAVE 50%! Designs for WOOD, NOW AVAILABLE: BOATBUILDING WITH PLY- 

STEEL, ALUMINUM, FIBERGLASS. WOOD, 3rd Edition. The standard text on plywood 

— FREE Supplies Catalog. You've boat building in classes around the country. A 

waited long enough — SEND $4 ‘must’ for every boatbuilder library. ONLY $25.95 

TODAY or order with your MC or post paid, add $1.55 for Special Handling. 

VISA by phone or FAX. We'll AIR- 
MAIL information on the BEST 
DESIGNS from the GLEN-L team. Phone 213/630-6258 

GLEN-L marine design 
9152 Rosecrans, Box 1804/AM , Bellflower, CA 90706 

FAX 213/630-6280 
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ADoOwe i ue 

BOATS 
29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984 (508) 774-0906 ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

The NOBSKA 
is looking 
for a few 

good friends 

She i is the only surviving tall stack eel steamer on the east 

coast of North America. Help ensure that she will steam again, 

for present and future generations. _ 

For info write FO.N., P.O. BoxJ- -4097, 

New Bedford, MA 02741 

If your organization would like 
to see our slide presentation 
“Grand New England Lady”, call 
401-434-6274. 

elie hae cn nn ne ree ere ee es eae ne a 

& 24 Issues ~$20 
(FULL 12 MONTH 

BOATS | Os 
MAIL THIS FORM (OR A COPY 

29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984 (508) 774-0906 OF IT) WITH YOUR CHECK FOR 
$20 PAYABLE TO “BOATS” TO: 

BOATS 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER __ Wisi Sins 

STREET & NUMBER OR P.O, BOX: 

STATE: ZIP: | 
ces comes creme comes ce es es ee es 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION WILL BEGIN WITH THE NEXT ISSUE FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF. YOUR ORDER 

_ IF AT ANY TIME YOU FEEL THAT ‘MESSING ABOUT 
IN BOATS” ISN*T OF FURTHER INTEREST, JUST LET 

Satisfaction Guar anteed: US KNOW, WE'LL REFUND THE UNUSED PORTION 
OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FEE, NO HASSLE! 


