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Our Next Issue 
Will first and foremost feature our review 

of the Maine Boatbuilders’ Show that didn’t get 
into this issue. Other commentary will include 
Ed McCabe’s novel ideas on comparing rowing 
race times in “The 29 Cent Race”; R. W. Odlin’s 
discussion of things leamed sailing his “Booger 
Maru’; and Dave Getchell’s explanation of the 
new format for the Maine Island Trail. Adven- 
tures will include Ed Seling’s report on expen- 
encing “The Storm of the Century” aboard his 
32' liveaboard sloop “Moonshadow” in 
Brunswick, GA; Dick Berg’s contemplation of 
“Summer Sunfish Sport” on a New Hampshire 
lake; and Gayle Smith’s look at “Boating on the 
Moscow River’. Projects will include the “Wee 
Lassies by the Bunch” photo story of Mac 
McCarthy’s Wooden Boat School wintercourse 
in Sarasota, and William Hunley’s nostalgic 
look back to the building of the “$25 William 
Scott”. Phil Bolger brings us his design for “An 
International 14 Conversion”, Joe Pallazola pre- 
sents his “Slipper, a Very Light Rowboat”, and 
Jim Thayer reports on a handy lug-around table 
saw for the shop. And, of course, “Tom’s Coast 
of New England” cruises on. 
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On the Cover /10% 
“Walter & Edgar” is a 100 year old steam 

launch that spent this past summer on display at 
Mystic Seaport. In this issue Sharon Brown 
shows and tells us in photos and words of last 
fall’s six hour trip home to Portland, Connecti- 
cut on the Connecticut River that she enjoyed 
aboard this unique craft. 
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COMMENTARY 
Here we are at Issue #24 of another pub- 

lishing year, and this one is more than the usual 
milestone for it completes our first decade, ten 
years of “Messing About in Boats”. These years 
spent starting up and building up this third 
publication in my self employment career that 
began in 1959 have carried me into my 60’s, by 
gosh, but they’ ve been too busy and full for me 
to have paid much attention to this aging pro- 
cess. The numbers are there but as yet I am not 
feeling them, not “feeling my age” as they say. 

So we’ve now cranked out 240 issues of 
this little magazine. While the overall concept 
and format have not changed much, one major 
shift has gradually accelerated over the past 
couple of years of publication. Increasingly the 
content of the magazine has been made up of 
your stories, reader reports on all the fascinating 
different aspects that messing about in boats can 
assume. In the early days I did all the writing and 
reporting, but now I increasingly act mostly as 
editor, choosing and organizing the content for 
each issue from all the great stories you have 
sent me and continue to send me. Yes, I still do 
attend many events and report on them, and 
interview interesting people and their projects, 
but “Messing About in Boats”, as we commence 
our second decade of publication with our next 
issue, has truly become “your” magazine. 

This is what gives this magazine its charm, 
in my view. We don’t issue “writer’s guide- 
lines” to everyone who wants to write a story for 
us, guidelines which require adoption of some 
specific “style” and “word count”, designed to 
make the story read as we have chosen and fit the 
space provided amongst all the ads. Since we do 
not buy any articles we never felt we could 
dictate the size and style, and this has resulted in 
the eclectic mix of material we now all can 
enjoy. 

The reason we don’t offer payment is 
simple, there’s no money available. This scale 
of magazine publishing generates a modest in- 
come for us, given our low overhead lifestyle, 
mortage long since bumed, kids grown, edu- 
cated and long on their own, our contentment 
with second hand cars, vans, boats, and such, 
and no desires for expensive travel. This enables 
us to carry on without major “growth” and 
concern for “profits”. We have no employees 
and never will have any. We do farm out work in 
the family, my daughter’ s word processing busi- 
ness is increasingly employed for time saving 
and improving quality. 

The other side of this subject is that the 

messing 

spontaneous and natural enthusiasm present in 
your stories is the product of your amateurism as 
writers. Despite the fact that you have some 
really interesting tales to tell, and many of you 
write very well, there’ s no market for much of it. 
The free lance writer starves unless very good 
indeed and working in an area of interest with 
high potential for mass readership. In short, all 
your stories would remain untold if you had to 
interest serious magazines in buying them. 

Sothe gradual coming together of my setup 
for being able to publish a low budget magazine 
and keep it going for 240 issues, and your input 
of the stuff of which each issue is made, has 
resulted in our unique little publication. People 
who know something about this business cannot 
understand how we can survive at this scale. 
With 4,000 subscribers now, we’re larger than 
ever, but still tiny in the publishing world. A 
figure of “20,000 circulation” is mentioned as 
being a necessity for making a go of something 
like this. But this is envisioned by younger 
people wanting to eam $35,000 a year or more, 
and having hired help to do all the tasks that need 
doing. 

So as we enter our second decade I see no 
slacking off in what we are doing. Your contin- 
ued input gives me constantly renewed enthusi- 
asm for what we do. I have no problem with 
being the shipping clerk and gopher, typesetter 
and layout man, as well as editor and feature 
writer. These are all parts of my routine and am 
comfortable with them. You could view this 
scale of operation as a “retirement business”, 
except that I’ve been operating this way since I 
was 30 years old. I find it keeps me so busy that 
I don’t give any thought to closing in on “retire- 
ment age”. Why think of retirement? I’m doing 
what I want to and plan to keep on so doing as 
long as my brain functions adequately well. My 
health is no problem so that’s no obstacle to 
carrying on either on my end. 

Ultimately it is your participation that makes 
“Messing About in Boats” work. There’s noend 
to the possibilities in this activity for ever new 
and interesting news of designs, projects, ad- 
ventures, and with a balancing off for these of 
some bygone retrospectives that seem germane 
to what we are doing, we can view another 
decade ahead with enthusiasm. Every issue of 
the magazine is the same arrangement of 32 
pages of news, photos and ads. Yet every issue 
is like a fresh new day for me, thanks to what you 
are providing. Thank you all for this active 
support. 

“Every Two°Weeks 
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Happenings 
The busy season is at hand and so I am restricting 

the listings in this calendar each issue those scheduled 
for the current month and the following month. 

Great Age of Sail Exhibit, Treasures from Na- 

tional Maritime Museum of Greenwich,England, 

through June 2. Peabody Museum, Salem, MA, (508) 
745-1876. 

Modern Marine Artists Exhibition, through Sep- 

tember 12. Mystic Maritime Gallery, Mystic Seaport, 
CT, (203) 572-8524. 

21st Annual Maritime History Symposium, April 
30-May 2. Maine Maritime Museum, Bath, ME, (207) 
443-1316. 

Whitewater Canoe Paddling Weekend, April 
30-May 2. L.L. Bean, Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 
xt 7800. 

1,000 Mile Ohio River Flatboat Cruise Begins, 
April 30. Flatboat Project, Charleston, WV, (800) 
859-4409. 

Amateur Yacht Research Society N.E. Region 
Annual Meeting, May 1. Walter Giger, Essex, CT, 
(203) 529-6762. 

Percy & Small Shipyard opens for season, May 
1. Maine Maritime Museum, Bath, ME, (207) 443- 

1316. 
Introduction to Metallurgy, May 1. Center or 

Wooden Boats, Seattle, WA, (206) 382-BOAT. 
Merrimack River Cleanup, May 1. Rings Island 

Rowing Club, Salisbury, MA, (603) 465-7920. 
Spring Launchings Volunteer Day, May 1. South 

St. Seaport, New York, NY, (212) 669-9400. 
Northwest Small Boat Messabout, May 1. Olym- 

pia, WA, (206) 526-1579. 
9th Annual Cedar Key Small Boat Meet, May 1-2. 

Cedar Key, FL, (904) 543-5307, (313) 468-6456. 
Cod Frosty North American Champion- 

ships, May 1-2. CCFCA, Box 652, Cataumet, MA 

02534. 
19th Annual Wooden Boat Show, May 1-2. 

North Carolina Maritime Museum, Beaufort, NC, 
(919) 728-7317. 

National River Cleanup Week, May 1-8. American 
Canoe Association, Savannah, GA, (912) 355-1866. 

Merrimack River Dory Sprints, May 2. Rings Is- 
land Rowing Club, Salisbury, MA, (603) 465-7920. 

1,000 Meter Sprints, May 2. Mystic River Rowing 
Club, Mystic, CT, (203) 536-9247. 

WW II Shipbuilding on Hudson Exhibit Opens, 
May 2. Hudson River Maritime Museum, Kingston, 
NY, (914) 338-0071. 

Spring Commissioning & River Race, May 8, 
CROPC, Essex, CT, (203) 434-2534. 

Discovery Days, May 8-9. Grays Harbor His- 
torical Seaport, Aberdeen, WA, (206) 532-8611. 

Sand Casting & Foundry Techniques, May 8 & 15. 
Center for Wooden Boats, Seattle, WA, (206) 382- 

BOAT. 
2nd Annual Scituate Harbor Boat Show, May 

14-16. Scituate Chamber of Commerce, Scituate, MA, 
(617) 545-4000. 

Urbanna Small Boat Meet, May 15. John En- 
gland, Urbanna, VA, (804) 758-2721. 

Wooden Boat Refinishing Course, May 15-16. 
Antique Boat Museum, Clayton, NY, (315) 686- 
4104. 

Greenland Kayak Building Class, May 15-23. Su- 
perior Kayaks, Bloomingdale, IL, (708) 894-2512. 

Lapstrake Skiff Building Course, May 21-23. 
South St. Seaport, New York, NY, (212) 669-9400. 

Essex River Race, May 22. Cape Ann Rowing 
Club, Essex, MA, (508) 774-0906 6-9pm. 

Solo or Tandem Canoe Paddle Strokes Courses, 
May 22. L.L. Bean, Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 xt 
7800. 

Lapstrake Planking Course, May 22-23. An- 
tique Boat Museum, 750 Mary St. Clayton, NY 

13624. 
Spring Paddling Tuneup, May 22-23. Baer’s 

orkshop, Exeter, RI, (401) 295-0855. 
Cool Boats for Urban Environment Regatta, 

May 23. Prospect Park Alliance, Brooklyn, NY, (212) 
471-5944.. 

River 

Coastal Kayaking Lesson Level I, May 23. L.L. 
Bean, Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 xt 7800. 

Schooner “Brilliant” voyages commence in June. 
Mystic Seaport Museum, Mystic, CT, (203) 572- 
5323. 

Lapstrake Skiff Building Course, June 4-6. South 
Street Seaport, New York, NY, (212) 669-9416. 

Festival of Paddle & Oar, June 5. Thousand 
Islands State Park Region, Alexandria Bay, NY, (315) 
482-2593. 

Sparmaking, June 5. Northwest School of 
Boatbuilding, Port Townsend, WA, (206) 385-4948. 

24th Annual Small Craft Weekend, June 5-6. 
Mystic Seaport Museum, Mystic, CT, (203) 572- 
5315. 

Pedal Power Potlatch, June 5-6. Center for 

Wooden Boats, Seattle, WA, (206) 382-2628. 
Steamboat Meet, June 6. Wickford, RI, (401) 

295-2570. 
Wooden Boat School Courses, June 6-12: Choos- 

ing Your Own Boat; Canoe Repair & Restoration; 
Building a 12' Fisherman’’s Skiff; Marine Surveying. 
Wooden Boat School Brooklin, ME, (207) 359-4651. 

Great Lakes Ship Model Exhibit, June 6-August 
29. Cedarburg Cultural Center, Cedarburg, WI, (414) 

375-3676. 
Introduction to Whitewater Canoeing, June 7. 

L.L Bean, Freeport, Me, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 
Solo Whitewater Canoeing, June 9. L.L. Bean, 

(800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 
North American Canoe Symposium, June 11- 

13. L.L. Bean, Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 
7800. 

5th Annual Moosehead Lake Rowing Regatta, 
June 12. Betsy Rockwell, Greenville, ME, (207) 695- 
2680. 

River Day, June 12. Westport River, Westport, 
MA, (401) 635-4819. 

Building Wooden Hand Planes & Planecraft, 
June 12-13. Antique Boat Museum, Clayton, NY, 

(315) 686-4104. 
‘Sound Cruise, June 12. Connectiut River Oar & 

Paddle Club, Old Saybrook, CT (203) 388-2343. 

4th Annual Midwest Messabout, June 12-13. 
Jim Michalak, Lebanon, IL, (618) 537-2167. 

Wooden Boat School Courses, June 13-19: Loft- 

ing; Methods & Materials of Composite Building; 
Woodworking Basics for Women; Elements of Sea- 
manship; Marine Surveying. Wooden Boat School, 
Brooklin, ME, (207) 359-4651. 

Canoe Poling Workshop, June 14. L.L. Bean, 
Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Intermediate Whitewater Canoeing, June 14. 
L.L. Bean, Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Rigging as if It Mattered, June 14-18. Northwest 
School of Boatbuilding, Port Townsend, WA, (206) 
385-4948. 

Freestyle Canoeing, June 15.L.L. Bean, Freeport, 
ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Flatwater Canoe Workshop, June 16.L.L. Bean, 
Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Oarienteering, June 19. Cape Ann Rowing Club, 
Gloucester, MA, (508) 774-0906. 

Coastal Kayaking Lesson, June 19. L.L. Bean, 
Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Solo Canoe Instruction, June 19. L.L. Bean, 
(800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Tandem Canoe Instruction, June 19. L.L. Bean, 
Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Melonseed Regatta on the Cape, June 19-20. 
Roger Crawford, Humarock, MA, (617) 837-3666. 

New York Wooden Boat Festival, June 19-20. 
South Street Seaport, New York, NY, (212) 669-9400. 

Small Boatbuilders’ Get Together, June 19-20. 
Clearwater Hudson River Revival, Valhalla, NY, (914) 
435-7964. 

Join us for some Springtime fun at the 

ESSEX RIVER RACE 
For Paddle & Oar Powered Boats 

Saturday May 22, 1993 
5.5 Mile Course on the Scenic Essex River & Essex Bay in Essex, Massachusetts. 

Protected Waters on a Tidal River & Bay 

Sponsored by the Cape Ann Rowing Club 
Information: Glenn Towne, (508) 768-7933 

Refinishing, June 19-20. Antique Boat Museum, 
Clayton, NY, (315) 686-4104. 

Canoe Expedition to Russia, June 19-30. 

Scansport, Enfield, NH, (603) 632-7654. 
Coastal Kayak Lesson, June 20. L.L. Bean, 

Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 
Wooden Boat School Courses, June 20-26: Fun- 

damentals of Boatbuilding; Building the Maine Guide 
Canoe; Marine Mechanics & Electrics; Cruising Un- 

der Power; Craft of Sail; Coastal Cruising Seaman- 
ship; Sailing with “Pride IT”. Wooden Boat School, 
Brooklin, ME, (207) 359-4651. 

Coastal Kayak Lesson, June 23. L.L. Bean, 
Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

WoodenBoat 12 Meter Regatta, June 25. Wooden 
Boat Show, Newport, RI, (207) 359-4651. 

Wooden Boat Show, June 25-27. “Wooden Boat” 

magazine, Brooklin, ME, (207) 359-4651. 

Shake-A-Leg Wall Street Challenge Cup, June 
25-27. Shake-A-Leg, Newport, RI, (401) 849-8898. 

Whitewater Canoe Paddling Weekend, June 25- 
27. L.L. Bean, Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 
7800. 

Lapstrake Skiff Building Course, June 25-27. 
South Street Seaport, New York, NY, (212) 669-9416. 

No Octane Regatta, June 26. Adirondack Mu- 
seum, Blue Mountain Lake, NY, (518) 352-7311. 

WOOD Regatta, June 26. Wooden Boat Show, 
Newport, RI, (207) 359-4651. 

Basset’s Island Open Water Rowing Regatta, 
June 26. Russ Tarbell, 281 Barlow’s Landing Rd., 
Pocasset, MA 02559. 

4th Annual Antique & Classic Boat Show, June 
26-27. Havre de Grace Maritime Museum, Havre de 
Grace, MD, (410) 939-2155. 

Coastal Kayaking Lesson, June 27. L.L. Bean, 
Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Viking Longboat Replica Visit, June 27. Hudson 

River Maritime Museum, Kingston, NY, (914) 338- 
0071. 

Finlandia Clean Water Challenge, June 27-August 
2. American Canoe Association, Springfield, VA, 
(703) 451-0141. 

Wooden Boat School Courses, June 27-July 3: 
Fundamentals of Boatbuilding; Fine Woodstrip Con- 
struction; Building Half Models; Elements of Sea- 
manship; Craft of Sail; Coastal Cruising Seamanship. 

Wooden Boat School, Brooklin, ME, (207) 359-4651. 
Build a St. Lawrence Skiff Model, June 28-July 

2. Antique Boat Museum, Clayton, NY, (315) 686- 
4104. 

Tandem Canoe Instruction, June 30. L.L. Bean, 
Freeport, ME, (800) 341-4341 XT 7800. 

Canoe Expedition to Russia, June 30-July 10. 
Scansport, Enfield, NH, (603) 632-7654. 
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COLUMBIA TRADING COMPANY 
504 Main Street (Route 6A) 

At the corner of Meadow Lane 

West Barnstable, MA 02668 
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BIRTHPLACE OF THE AMERICAN NAVY 
I must now defend my description of 

Whitehall, NY, on the Champlain Canal, in my 
article “Three Generations in a Canalboat” in 
the January 15th issue since reader Fred Brown- 
ing took exception to it in his letter in the March 
15th issue, claiming that title for his native 
Beverly, Massachusetts. 

A booklet published by the New York State 
Department of Transportation describing the 
New York state canals states: “Whitehall, north- 
ern end of the Champlain Canal, is known as the 
birthplace of the U.S. Navy. The waterside 
Skenesborough Museum offers exhibits of the 
first ship built for the U.S. Navy.” 

The Collar City Charters brochure men- 
tions historic places to visit, including: “The 

birthplace of theU.S. Navy in Whitehall.” 
And there is also a brochure describing all 

aspects of Whitehall, on the front page of which 
is boldly stated: “Birthplace of the American 
Navy”. It further states that: “It’s harbor was 
important in the first aggressive action of the 
Revolution in New York state, May 9, 1775, 
when Benedict Amold’s men took possession of 
a schooner which became the first ship of the 
United States Navy, and where the first United 

States ships were constructed in the summer of 
1776.” This brochure’s final conclusion states 
that: “While other places make a similar claim to 
being the birthpace of the United States Navy, 
the dates in Whitehall’s history prove ourclaim.” 

I leave disputes of history to more knowl- 
edgeable persons but did wish to support my 
reasons for describing Whitehall as the birth- 
place of the U.S. Navy in my article. 

Nancy Jerome, Waitsfield, VT. 

Commentary 

UP TO MY ELBOWS 
Been busy on the winter maintenance crew 

for the Hudson River sloop “Clearwater”. The 
ice went out of the Esopus Creek, her winter 
berth, late in March. The spring crew arrived, as 
has her new topmast from Washington state. 
Soon it'll be up there, 108' above the deck. 

At home meanwhile I have two Tursiops 
sea kayaks and a Swampscott dory to get 
launched, a lobsterboat to sell (see classified 
ads), anda 32’ Atkins ketch to restore. It’s spring- 
time and I’m up to my elbows in projects again, 
and couldn’t be happier! 

Chris Mullen, Denver, NY. 

AMERICAN TRADERS CLASSIC CANOES. 

Canadian 

Boat Walker 

ONLY 
$159 

FREE SHIPPING 
HENDREDS SOLD AT a 

Largest Selection of Wooden 

Canoes in the World! 
All Models in Stock. 

Fine Craftsmanship 

Fair Prices! 

Rugged, Lightweight Steel 
Construction 

Large Pneumatic Tires 
Folds Flat to 6!/2", 16 Ibs. 
Tools/Air Pump Included 
Money Back Guarantee 
Shipped in 48 Hours 
MC/Visa Accepted 

| Call For Dealer Listing 

AMERICAN TRADERS 
627 Barton Road 

Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 773-9631 
(800) 782-7816 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

RIVERS SERIES FASCINATING 
In contrast to reader Joseph Spalding’s 

views in the March 15th “Your Commentary”, I 

have found the series on rowing New England 
rivers fascinating, and have read every install- 
ment. I also happen to have enjoyed the “Row- 
ing to Bangor” article in that issue. In the early 
‘20’s my dad and a friend took two sailing 
canoes from Lynn, Massachusetts, to Belgrade, 
Maine, via Brunswick and Augusta. 

Stuart Downing, N. Reading, MA. 

LOOKING FOR POTTERS 
Iam trying to find other West Wight Potter 

owners or sailors in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
southem New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland. 
Please call or drop me a note. 

Ron Magen, 433 Maple Ave., North Hills, 
PA 19038, (215) 885-5629. 

A BONUS 
I recently picked up molds and pattems for 

a GloucesterGull dory and asa bonus I got a few 
copies of your magazine. I am so happy to find 
such an informative and just all round magazine 
about small boats. 

Joseph Koshf, Millis, MA. 

THANKS FOR SUBSCRIBER STORIES 
This is a letter of appreciation for John 

Welsford’s article, “Rogue...a Weekend Inter- 
lude” in the March 15th issue, and to you for 
printing the many articles submitted by your 
subscribers. They keep the magazine lively, 
informative and entertaining. 

What I liked about John Welsford’s article 
was that it addressed most of us who read “Mess- 
ing About in Boats”. Pride in one’s boat, knowl- 
edge of her capabilities, familiarity with wind 
and water, combined with good seamanship are 
what small boat adventuring is all about, regard- 
less of budget or pedigree. 

Mr. Welsford, thanks for sharing your week- 
end interlude and private cove with us and for so 
skillfully evoking such pleasant, palpable im- 
ages. While I doubt I’ Ll ever set foot on the beach 
in Garden Cove or play the tide in Motuihi 
Channel, I almost feel as if I’ve been there. 

Roger Rodibaugh, Lafayette, IN. 

ON MOTORED BOATS 
I have a 12' aluminum canoe which was 

salvaged from the trash. I patched up the holes 
with epoxy and fiberglass, and it looks like PIL 
have to do some of it over this Spring as it didn’t 
seem to adhere in some places. I bolted a 2x4 
across the stern and mounted a 2hp motor on it 
(I hate paddling) and am mounting a pair of 
retractable bicyle wheels on either side at the 
midpoint the make the three block hike from my 
apartment to the Charles River easier. 

I now have a 4hp motor which, despite 
rebuilding the recoil starter four times, still 
wouldn’t start, so I took acordless drill mated to 

the appropnate socket and cranked it over via 
the flywheel nut. It started nght up and started 
easliy thereafter with the recoil starter. 

I am looking forward to another season of 
cruising the River Chuck and other waters. 

George Rogers, Cambridge, MA. 

VINEGAR CLEANUP 
I suggest to your readers using epoxy resin 

that they clean up afterwards with plain white 
vinegar. It will remove uncured epoxy from. 
your skin and tools, and evenclean up brushes so 

they can be used again. Clean them as you would 
in thinner, then wash them out in soap and water 
and set out to dry. Good as new! 

John Howell, Ventura, CA. 



PFD CORRECTION 
In the March Ist issue the Coast Guard 

Auxiliary article regarding PFD requirements 
was fundamentally incorrect. The 1993 regula- 
tions for PFD’s are that ANY vessel of ANY 
size must have a wearable PFD for every occu- 
pant READILY ACCESSIBLE! 

This rule includes all vessels, kayaks, din- 
ghies, rowboats, inflatables, sailboards, etc. 
READILY ACCESSIBLE means handy. Hav- 
ing one stowed in the stowage compartment of 
a jet ski is not considered readily accessible for 
that vessel. Likewise, having to rummage through 

a locker in your sailboat to get them will also get 
you acitation. You may have the jackets stowed 
ina locker but you'd better be able to open it and 
lay your hands on them directly and pronto. 
Also, if you are fastidious and like to keep the 
PFD’s nicely protected in the plastic wrappers 
they come in you will eam a citation. These are 

Sandpiper. § - 
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not considered readily accessible. 
This rule is a good one and considered 

vital by the Coast Guard. The vast majority of 
boating fatalities occur in boats of 16' or less. 
The vast majority of these fatalities were 
drownings and over 2/3rds of these were men 
found with their flys open! Either we have an 
overly aggressive mermaid population or we 
need to rethink our waste disposal methods! 

Other rules of note boaters should keep in 
mind: The required “Oil Dumping” placard 
which must be displayed on a vessel of 26' or 
more must be accompanied by a “Garbage Dump- 
ing” placard which enumerates the distances 
offshore at which certain wastes become 
dumpable overboard. Not having one will get 
you acitation. And, vessels over 40' which have 
made an offshore passage must have a WRIT- 
TEN waste management plan! 

A station license is mandatory for a VHF, 
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oryoufaceafineofup to$10,000. This citation 
can be presented by the Coast Guard, it does not 
require FCC involvement. And if you are to be 
docking or operating in foreign waters, Canada, 
Mexico, etc., you are supposed to have a radio 
operator’s license. Channel 70is no longer avail- 
able as acommunication channel for recreatonal 
craft. Channels 9, 68, 71 and 78 can be used for 
ship to shore or ship to ship. Channel 72 is for 
ship to ship only. Channel 16 is for emergency 
or hailing only, as always. 

__ Remember, the OPERATOR of the boat in 
violation gets the citation, not the OWNER. If 
you borrow or charter, you would do well to 
check for licenses, PFD’s, waste systems, etc, 
which if found to be in violation would make 
you personally liable. 

James Michaud, Squadron Education Of- 
Sea Green Bay Power Squadron, Green Bay, 
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MARSHALL CATBOATS 
Box P-266, Dept. #49 

So. Dartmouth, MA 02748 (508) 994-0414 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
WITH FOLDING MAST. 

Join in the Biggest Paddling Events 
Since Washington Crossed the Delaware. 

The 1993 L.L.Bean North American Canoe Symposium and Atlantic Coast Sea Kayak Symposium 

are the foremost paddling events in the East. First-time beginners will find this the ultimate 

introduction. Long-time paddlers can enhance their skills and meet like-minded souls. 

¢ Located at Camp Winona, Bridgton, Maine 

e A canoe weekend like no other 

¢ Learn in small groups 
e Wide variety of informative seminars 

At both events, you'll find 

equipment to try out 

from top manufacturers. 

For a free Canoe or Sea Kayak 

Symposium brochure, call 

1-800-341-4341. 

L.L.Bean 
Outdoor Discovery Program 

Freeport, Maine 04033 

e Located in scenic Castine. Maine 

e Learn what kavaking is all about 

e Expert international teaching staff 

e Instructive seminars and workshops 



By Sharon Brown 

The moming of Monday, September 14, 
dawned warm, somewhat misty, and more 

importantly, as | looked out over Fisher’s Island 
Sound, calm. With a sense of excitement I 
grabbed bottled water and a snack, and left home 
in ahurry. “Be at Shipyard by 7:00 a.m., or we’ ll 
leave without you,” George had warned the 
evening before. 

1 was going on a unique adventure, a day 
long delivery of the 30-foot steam launch, 
“Walter & Edgar”, back to her home port of 
Portland, Connecticut about 30 miles up the east 
side of the Connecticut River. Built in Bath, 
Maine for the Bath Iron Works in 1892, the 
“Walter & Edgar’ celebrated her one hundredth 
year by spending part of the summer at Mystic 
Seaport Museum. She was displayed on the 
water and participated in the Antique and Classic 
Boat Rendezvous in July, the Antique Marine 
Engine Exposition in August and the day before, 
Sunday the 13th, finished her last gig as part of 
Photo Weekend with her operator, engineer 
George King, Lin white shirt, black suit and tie, 
tipping his bowler to photographers. 

Owner Terry Spencer of Bloomfield, 
Connecticut, named the boat after his father, 

Edgar Spencer, Jr. and Edgar’s best frend, 
Walter. The hull was restored over a two year 
period in the early eighties (“Wooden Boat” No. 
63, 1985), and she was re-launched in July of 
1984. Planking is Eastern white cedar; the sheer 
strake, frames, and coaming are white oak and 

the deck is cypress. Her lines are sweet. The 
stem is almost plumb, the bow sharp, and the 

beam only 7 feet. The sheer sweeps up in the 
bow and runs aft picking up slightly again at the 
fantail stem. The oval coaming of the open 
cockpit complements the deck and sheer. The 
“Walter & Edgar” is apleasure to look at coming 
and going, but the best vantage point is from her 
aft deck looking to the wake which swells in 
waves just beyond her stern, evidence of the 2 
foot propeller rotating below. 

When I arrived at the dock, heat waves 
were shimmering from her boiler stack, George’ s 
briefcase and coffee mug were aboard, and 
numbered cardboard boxes heaped with coal 
lined the forward cockpit bench. Dressed in 
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A Coastal Trio Under Steam 
"Walter & Edgar" Steams from Mystic Seaport to Old Saybrook 

& Up the Connecticut River to Portland 

jeans, blue shirt, dark cap, and black boots, 
George viewed my shorts and white topsiders 
with skepticism and a grunt. Mike Breen, a 
steam neophyte under its spell playing hooky 
from work, and also in jeans, and Donna Kelly, 
from the Museum’s Paintshop in her painting 
clothes and flip flops, rounded out the crew. 

We cast off the lines, George took the helm, 
gave some preliminary directions to Mike about 
the fire, and headed to the Route 1 bascule 
bridge, which opened on schedule at 7:15 a.m. 
setting us free. We gave a loud, watery whistle 
salute to the bridge tender and waved goodbye. 
This was a familiar scene to George at his job as 
engineer aboard the museum’s 1908 coal fired 
passenger steamboat, “Sabino”, but the last time 
in 1992 that he would pass this way on the 
“Walter & Edgar”. 

With a clearance of 9 1/2 feet, we didn’t 

have to wait on the Amtrak bndge to swing 
open, and passed quietly under. The leamming 
pace accelerated. Donna was instructed at the 
helm, “right ahead, left behind” or push the lever 
to come night, pull to come left. “Walter & 
Edgar’s” hull only draws 2 1/2 feet but we 

planned to navigate by the chart, buoy to buoy 
for safety reasons and also for the fun of it. 
George checked Eldridge and we were to havea 

favorable flood tide west on the Sound all the 
way to the mouth of the Connecticut River. And 
on time tnals from Mystic to New London 
“Walter & Edgar” bumed one whiskey box of 
fuel, or he calculated, about 20 pounds of coal 
per hour. 

As we wound down the channel, George 
pointed out the site of the old Palmer Brothers 
middle shipyard, currently the UConn Marine 
Biology Lab. This building was once the machine 
shop of James H. Paine & Son, who moved in 
1903 from Boston to Noank. It was here that 
Sabino’s 75 h.p. Paine compound steam engine 
was built in 1908. At 7:44 a.m. the spindle at the 
entrance to the Mystic River was on starboard 
and we had traveled three miles from Mystic 
Seaport, at a speed of about 6 knots. At 336 
r.p.m. she would normally make about 7 knots 
but she was carrying extra ballast in the form of 
600 pounds of bituminous coal. 

Off Groton Long Point near nun 22 we 
stopped for our first clearing of the hot well 
which, apparently plugged with sponge fibers, 
threatened to reach the point of overflow. While 
George extracted wrenches from his briefcase 
and went to work on clearing the check valves 
between the water pump and the boiler, and 
between the hot well and pump, he showed us 
how to oil the engine parts, and the location of all 
the linkages and myriad little oil ports, a job 
which Donna performed with enthusiasm. We 
were suspended on a flat calm surface. There 
was a low dark line of fog to the west beyond 
Avery Point, but the sun was rising bright, and 
fishermen were on the move back to port, giving 
us the long stare as they raced by. 

The “Walter & Edgar” is powered by a3 1/ 
2 & 7 1/2x5 1/4 compound steam engine built 
by William Lowe of Owls Head, Maine in 1988. 
The engine develops 20 h.p. at. 160 p.s.i., the 
safety valve lifts at 180 p.s.i., and she can run as 
low as 50 p.s.i. She has a Semple vertical fire 
tube boiler with 80 square feet of heating surface, 
and aright hand 24” x 48" propeller. The buming 
of soft coal, as George explained, is a two part 
process. The volatile gases bum off first, leaving 
the fixed carbon or coke, and the fireman’s job 
is to balance the two processes, keeping both 
components burning at the same rate efficiently. 
When the pressure gauge falls below 100 p.s.i., 
Mike should rake the fire level to break the 
lumps and get the ashes through the grate, then 
add “green” coal. It’s trash to energy, the coals 
buming yellow, soot and water vapor down 
wind, and all eyes forward as “I'll be right 
back.” 

Nuns 24 and 26 receded from sight and on 
we pressed down the Sound leaving a spreading 
V-wake on a mirror surface. We cut aft of a 
Cross Sound Ferry, steering into its wake, and at 
the approach to the mouth of the Thames River, 
the warmth of the rising sun burnt off the last of 
the fog. Barring unforseen trouble it was apparent 
that we'd have a clear shot to the Connecticut 
River. 

We settled into a routine, stopping 
periodically to clear the hot well and oil the 
linkages, passing familiar landmarks of Ocean 



Beach, Millstone Power Plant, and Black Point 
repeatedly checking the chart and scanning the 
horizon for the next navigation buoy. Mike 
shoveledcoal, raked, and twisted valvesin gloved 
hands, releasing steam into the stack to increase 
draft, thus balancing the rate of combustion. We 
swung wide to avoid the highest point of Hatchett 
Reef and stood wide to the west toclear Griswold 
Point and catch the river entrance between the 
Saybrook light on Lynde Point off Fenwick and 
the end of the breakwater opposite. 

I don’t know what thoughts George had 
about his shipmates, his motley green crew, but 

he expressed doubts about my eyesight and 
compass course on our approach to the mouth of 
the Connecticut when unable to see the buoy he 
was siting, I aimed for the wrong one. No harm 
done except to my pride, I corrected course to 
coincide with the main channel which runs 
between two stone breakwaters. Even Dutch 
explorer Captain Adnan Block, the first European 
to “discover” the river, complained about the 
shifting sandbar at the narrow opening which he 
first entered in 1614. 

At about 10:45 a.m., on box 5 of the fuel, 
we stopped at a marina on the west side. The 
“Walter & Edgar” was a wooden novelty from 
another life tied alongside this modern fueling 
dock, like a caisson breakwater protecting 
fingerpiers burdened with a fleet of large 
expensively adomed plastic cruisers, no one in 
sight. “Walter & Edgar’s” crew trooped out 
beyond the locked gate to the heads located in 
surroundings incongruous with our sun burnt 
faces, squinting eyes, and soot smudged clothing. 
Back at the dock we purchased an outrageously 
priced chart of the lower reaches of the river, 
topped off the water tank, slopped on more sun 
screen, filled cups at the coffee pot and cast off, 
glad to escape back to the rhythm of the voyage. 
We soon cleared the Amtrak bridge and the 195 
Baldwin bridge with the sound of cars and 
construction high above us on the span. The 
contrast between the frenzied roar overhead, 
and our peaceful, inexorable progress was stark. 

The riverside is quite pastoral from this 
point on, its wooded banks belying the fact that 
seventeen dams across its banks contributed to 
the near eradication of its once “fabulously 
abundant” runs of anadromous fish, in particular 
Atlantic salmon and shad, and its once pristine 
waters have only become a renewed possibility 
since legislation of the early 1970s. It still carries 
sewage of upstream communities. The 
environmental clean up and use of the river and 
its tributaries is now of prime concem to 
organizations such as the Connecticut River 
Watershed Council and Hartford’s Riverfront 
Recapture Inc. 

The Connecticut River is the largest and 
longest in New England, stretching 410 miles 
through four states from its origin in the Fourth 
Connecticut Lake on the New Hampshire/ 
Quebec border, falling about 1,600 feet in 
elevation to its mouth, and draining an area of 
approximately 11,260 square miles. Leaving 
aside the river’s importance in the history, 
development, literature and art of New England 
and the significance of its role in the industrial 
revolution and agricultural fertility of 
communities in its flood plain, it evokes 

memories of simple pleasures when traveling on 
it. 

I tumed around to look at the entrance to 
Hamburg Cove and thought of friends who 
gunkhole there bumping up into the reeds in the 
shallows to watch birds. Thoughts of the frostbite 
series in Essex, the Connecticut River Oar and 
Paddle Club’s rowing gig “Current”, Blue Jays 
sailing at Pettipaug, kids fishing from a rock 

The author at the helm and Mike vigilant at the 
fire and boiler, our big smiles attest to the pure 
fun of maritime travel by steam. 

outcropping as we passed ona sightseeing vessel, 
proud teenagers rowing skiffs they built before 
a backdrop of the Hartford skyline, and 
recreational boaters streaking past the balcony 
of the Goodspeed Opera House all came to 
mind. 

I remembered my first look at the river up 
close, standing on the bank on Dartmouth’s 
Hanover, New Hampshire campus by the 
boathouse reading a plaque about John Ledyard 
who built a canoe and paddled to Hartford in 
1773, the start of a maritime adventure that 

eventually led to his sailing around the world 
with Captain Cook. The river offers a rich variety 
of opportunities epitomized for me in birding for 
eagles, shad bakes, and lazy aftemmoonsexploring. 

Heading north, we passed landmarks such 
as the landing at Deep River where the Valley 
Railroad steam train stops, the Chester/Hadlyme 
ferry, Gillette’s Castle, and the turnstile bridge 
at East Haddam. There was very little traffic, a 
perfect season to explore. And by steam, 

everyone can participate. Steam is hands on, 

interactive, and the rhythm of the coal is part of 
the experience. Even the clogged wet well valves 
were incorporated into our routine, a pause to oil 
the lifters, talk, listen, and take in the scenery. 

Once past the Connecticut Yankee plant at 
Haddam Neck we were on the home stretch. Just 
north of here Jarvis Barton passed us in “Fire 
One”, his beautifully restored 38-foot Chris 
Craft commuter built in 1929. A younger sister 
to “Walter & Edgar”, she was the only other 
vintage boat to share the channel. 

The prohibitive cost of the chart might 
cause some boaters to risk passage without one. 
And aside from the strict necessity of staying in 
the channel, or avoiding “hard water”, the most 

obvious other danger to small boat travel on the 
river is traffic, and in our case, inconsiderate 
powerboaters who ignore the law, and the damage 
their wakes may cause. Each time one of these 
fiends passed we turned bow into the waves. 
One fellow thundered by twice, leaving us at the 
mercy of his wake, and angry. You’re in a state 
of incredulity yelling a warning to your shipmates 
and have your hands full steering into the 
offending wall while hanging on. 

Before we realized it we were through the 
narrow cut called The Straits, past Bodkin Rock 
Light on the east which marks the entrance to the 
narrow downward passage, and hearing 
Middletown road traffic from the west side of 
the channel which signaled the end of ourjoumey, 
and we steered toward her home slip. 

We arrived at Portland Boat Works at 2:30 
p-m., but caught off guard, Mike had a good fire 
going, and we had tocircle around for 15 minutes 
ejecting hot coals and using up steam to cool the 
firebox and boiler before coming into the slip. 
We were on box 7 and had used less than two 
boxes on the river. The 45 mile trip took six 
hours and forty-five minutes, and “Walter & 

Edgar” averaged just over 6.5 knots for the 
voyage. A job well done. 

We set to work cleaning up the boat, 
offloading gearinto George’s car and vacuuming 
and washing down the cockpit and deck. As we 
stood on the bank overlooking her slip, the 
“Walter & Edgar’ looked poised for another 
adventure. When we tured our backs and got 
into the car for the ride back to Mystic it was as 
though a curtain closed the scene. We engaged 
in animated conversation conceming steam all 
the way back, the only reminders of our tnipina 
one hundred year old steam launch, a pleasant 
tired feeling, black smudges, and the desire for 
more. 

The “Walter & Edgar’s” stern wake swells aft as she heads south out of the Mystic River before 
eight o’clock on a September morning, the dew still covering her cypress decks. 
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From top left: Socket wrench in hand, George King clears the hot well check valves, the first of what became a ritual during the six hour trip. 

The helmsman and navigator, Donna Kelly, and George debate our location on the Connecticut Riverchart. George and Mike Breen confer over 
some fine point of steam power while cruising up river. Having settled the subject, George relaxes on the foredeck while keeping an eye on 

the channel ahead. Fireman Mike rakesthe coals in the firebox separating coke from ash before adding another shovelful of green coal, a job he 
eagerly performed for the entire trip. 



The 1993 WoodenBoat Show 

3M 
A. Jacobson Marine Antiques 
Alden Ocean Shells-Marun Marine 
American Traders Classic Canoes 
Antique & Classic Boat Society 
Antique Too!lWear 
Antonio Dias/MDC 
Apollo Sprayers 
Arey’s Pond Boatyard 
Armchair Sailor 
Adantic Challenge/ Apprenticeshop of 

Nobleboro 
B&B Yacht Designs 
Bay Built Ship Models 
Benford Design Group 
Bluejacket/Laughing Whale 
Boatlife Inc 
Boyd's Boatyard 
Brenton Supply Inc 
Brewer Banner Designs 
Bristol Bronze 
Brooklin Boat Yard 
Cannell, Payne & Page 
Cape Ann Marine Industries 
Captain G.W. Full & Associates, Inc 
Cedar Creek Canoe 
Center Harbor Rigging 
Chesapeake Marine Fasteners 
Clark Sailmakers, Inc. 
Coastal Cold-Molding Inc. 
Coastal Trade Inc dba Epifanes USA 
Columbia Trading Co, Nautical Books 
Common Sense Designs 
Concordia Co. Inc. 
Connecticut River Bookshop 
Covey Island Boatworks 
Cruisers’ Guide Videos 
D.P.Cooper Boat Building 
Deep Six Marine 
Devlin Designing Boatbuilders 
Dodson Boatyard Inc. 
Douglas Penn Books 
Dumas Products, Inc 
Edson International 
Ellsworth Rice 
Eric C, Risch Designs 
European Custom Yachts Ltd. 
Feather Canoes 
Fein Power Tools 
Fine Woodworking/Taunton Press 
Frank Weeks Yacht Yard 
Gannon & Benjamin Marine Railway 
Gardiner Marine 
GarWood Boat Co. Inc. 
Grand Mesa Boatworks 
H & H Boatworks Inc. 
Hadden & Stevens 
Handi Disc 
Hansen Marine Engineering 
Harbor Sales Company, Inc. 
Heritage Marine Insurance 
Herreshoff Marine Museum 
Hogtown Bayou Boatworks 
Holloway Boatbuilding 
Honey Pot Canoe Co 
Howland & Co. 
Interlux Yacht Finishes 
JAB Marine 
Jamestown Distributors 
Joseph Paul Uranker, Woodcarver 
Ken's Boat Shop 
LJ Harri Nautical Booksellers 
Landing School 
Laughing Loon Custom Canoes & Kayaks 
Lie-Nielsen Toolworks 
Lowell’s Boat Shop 
Lucky G Farms 
Maine Maritime Academy 
Maine Maritime Museum Apprenticeshop 
Makita USA 

These exhibitors had signed up by March of 1993: 
Manchester Marine 

Manchester Sailmakers 
Marco Polo, Inc. 

Marine Trader Hardware Sales Ltd. 

Mark Sutherland Ship Models 
Martin Walter Co, Inc. 
McClave, Philbrick & Giblin 
Mesa Vista Design 
Messing About In Boats 
Middle Path Boats 
Mobile Marine 

Moon Hoax Designs 
Museum of Yachung 
Nantucket Yachts 
Narragansett Shipwnghts Inc 
Nautical Nook 
New England Rigging & Knotworks 
North River Boat Works 
O’Connell’s Wooden Boat Shop 
Oldport Marine Services, Inc. 
Owl Brook Boat Works 
Pacific Shipwrights Inc 
Pease Boatworks 
Pert Lowell Co. Inc. 
Pettit Paint Co/Div of Kop-Coat,Inc 
Power Tie! 
ProblemSolvers 

P/V 18’ Lyman 

P/V “Hawk” 
P/V “Lady Patricia” 
P/V “Seaweed” 
R B Industries, Inc 
Redd’s Pond Boatyard 
Reynolds Marine 
Richard S. Pulsifer, Boatbuilder 

Rob Wadleigh 
Robert Bosch Power Too! Co 

Ross Bandmill 
Rumery’s Boat Yard 
S/V “1911 Alden Corinthian One 
S/V “Free Spint” 
S/V “Jester’ 
S/V “Pleiades”, Charters 
SO-DU-IT! 
Sandeze Abrasives 
Shannon Yachts 
Shaw & Tenney 
Ships Unlimited 
South Cove Boat Shop 

South Shore Boatworks 
South Street Seaport Museum 
Spartan Marine 
Spencer Boatworks 
Stephen C. Millett 
Sterling Yachts Inc 
Stoppani Varnish 
Surveyacht 
Sutherland Boat and Coach, Inc. 
System Three Resins 
T&LTools 3 
Target Enterprises 
Ten Pound Island Book Co. 
Teton River Canoe Co, 
The Artisans School 
The Canoe Works 
The Dock Shop 
The Evolution Company, Inc 

The Sailbag Lady 
The Traditional Small Craft Association Inc. 
The Whale’s Tale/ Harwich Clock 
True Quarter Sawn Lumber 
U S Paint Co 
Victory Baar es 
WEST System® Products 
Water Power Products 

Welling Boat Co 
William Clements, boat builder 
WindHorse Marine 
Windmill Class 
Wood Boats, Inc 
WoodenBoat Publications 

Newport Yachting Center, 
Newport, Rhode Island 
Friday, June 25 through 
Sunday, June 27 — 10 to 6 daily 
Pay one admission — 
$7.50 for all three days 

of the show! 
Children under 12 free 

Plus 
The W.O.O.D. Regatta, the WoodenBoat 

12-Meter Regatta, and the Regatta 

basin with a representative boat from 
each class on display 

Children’s Boatbuilding Area 
The marlinspike artist — Barbara Merry 
Mac McCarthy teaching seat caning 
Fancy ropework by Susan Manning 
Use and maintenance of tools by Sam 
Manning 

Cardboard boatbuilding with Sam 
Manning 

Rigging by Brion Toss 
Portable sawmill demos 
Boatbuilding Demonstration tent, with 
ongoing demos of different techniques 
such as plank-on-frame, plywood con- 
struction, stitch-and-glue 

Multihull seaworthiness by Dick Newick 
Carving by Buck Smith 
Oar-making by Frank Shinko 
Shellback construction with Skip Green 

and the Boats! 
Several very special “Show Boats” — we'll 

identify them in May! 
The oldest John Alden design still in active 

use today 
The Singlehanded Transatlantic Racer 

“Jester” 
“The Perfect Skiff” 
A newly restored 50’ Elco cruiser 
The perfectly maintained fresh-water 
powerboats from the Antique andClassic 
Boat Society 

Phil Weld’s multihull “Moxie” 
“The Buffalo Ferry” 
Sailing and power yachts of all descriptions 

Daysailers Launches 
Canoes Kayaks 

Whitehalls Skiffs 
Ultralights 

There’s Something 

for Everyone 

at the 1993 

WoodenBoat Show! 

W.O.O.D. Regatta sponsored by 
Interlux Yacht Finishes 

Children’s Boatbuilding Area sponsored by 
Interlux Yacht Finishes 

Show Boat sponsored by MasterCard 
International 

Show Boat sponsored by 3M Co 



Maryland’s Eastern Shore! Even 

with a light rain falling, coming off 

Memorial Bridge was like entering a 

better, cleaner world. Within 30 minutes 

I turned off Route 50 at Easton for Route 

322 and shortly thereafter made another 

course change on to Route 333, the route 

into Oxford. Then the rain stopped. 

Just before I entered Oxford the sun 

came out! It would shine beautifully for 

the next five days. 

My arrival at Oxford on May 18, 

1992 at 10:00 a.m. was no accident. This 

camp cruise had been in the mind of 
Dick Shepherd of Cincinnati, Ohio, for 

years. He broke down my resistance a 

year earlier and then through the String 

of Pearls, an owner’s newsletter devoted 

to Marine Concepts Sea Pear] 21, several 

others became interested. Arriving from 

Florida were Bud and Rhoda Tritschler 

and Doug Alexander; Dale Melan from 

Pennsylvania, Dick Shepherd and the 

Carpenter’s Kit from Ohio and from New 

York, Andre Venables and his Zoa. 

Michigan brought Chubb White with his 

Sea Pear] 28 and crew, Bob Harrington, 

and myself. 

Oxford is a small town built along 

the Tred Avon River and Town Creek. I 
was looking for the Cutts & Case 

Boatyard and the municipal launching 

ramp. I drove in ever diminishing circles 

until a kindly townsman pointed out the 

street I was missing. I entered the drive 

to Cutts & Case and found Bud there. 

From that point he, Chubb, Doug and 

Dick quickly helped me load, rig and 

launch the Gottabe, my SP-21. The 

launching ramp on Town Creek is 

separated from Cutts & Case Boatyard 

by a short distance; Dick got in the boat 

and as it came off the trailer, motored 

over to the basin that Ed Cutts had so 

generously allowed us to use. 

I parked the pickup and trailer in 

space also provided by Ed and walked 

down to the Basin to meet Rhoda, Andre 

and Dale. Bob, who I have sailed with 

before, was out on the water. I was a bit 

early but still the last to arrive. Ed was 

on the docks talking to some of our 

group. The conversation came around to 

the Boatyard and the Basin. Ed told us 

about his house located at the yard and 

which looks out on the Basin. It was 

built in 1695 and is one of the three 

oldest houses on the Eastern Shore. He 

invited us to tour the house which would 

put many naval museums to shame. 

Displayed there were beautiful ship half 

models, many of ships built in the Cutts 

& Case Boatyard. Ed was a protegee of 

L. Francis Herreshoff and his home 

shelters mementos of L. Francis’s work, 
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including the last drawing that he made. 

Ed is clearly a force in his profession and 

has accumulated a wealth of experience 

and wisdom. He is also a born story 

teller. While on our tour he showed us 

the kitchen now located where the stable 

was in earlier times. The original 

ceiling beams are still in place. Ed 

pointed out where the beams had been 

worn by the actions of the animals and 

where notches had been worn in two 

parallel beams. With a straight face he 

said the notches were made by the ears 
of the mule stabled there! Ed, I believe 

the rest of your stories, forgive me if I 

question that one. 

After Ed’s tour, several of us 

walked to the Town Creek Restaurant 

for crab cakes, a delicacy for which the 

area is justly famous. Then, finally, to 

the water. Confusion! As the others had 
been together for a day or more before I 

got there I assumed they all knew where 

the evening anchorage would be; I was 

to find out quickly that this was not the 
case. Andre had declined lunch and was 

sailing on the Tred Avon, waiting for us. 

Bud and Rhoda were the next out with 

Bob, Dale, and myself close behind. The 

wind was brisk but wave height was 

negligible. We were sailing with the 

wind pretty much off our starboard beam 

and moving nicely when we realized that 
Dick and Doug were missing. Andre and 

I hove to and Bud and Rhoda came along 

side, quickly joined by Dale and Bob. 

After mulling the situation over for 

awhile, we agreed we would gather in 

Irish Creek for the night and that Andre 

and I would return to Oxford to 

determine what happened to our missing 
sailors. 

We dropped anchor off the mouth of 

Town Creek and finally came to the 

conclusion that the missing 21s were 

going to stay in the Basin. We were 

aware that Chubb’s 28 had already 

headed up the Tred Avon so we knew he 

and his crew had a different destination 
in mind. Andre and I then raised 

anchor, tightened the sheets and bore off 

down river to find the others. 

It is easy to say we will anchor 

together at a given spot but the trick is 

to find the spot the other boats have 

selected. I had two turns on my main 

and I think Andre was sailing with no 

reefs but his skill in handling his boat is 

such that we sailed side by side for well 

over half an hour. After clearing Benoni 

Point we altered course and worked our 

way along the shoreline, staying about a 

quarter mile off shore until we could 

enter the mouth of Irish Creek. Shortly 

thereafter we spotted the masts of the 

three other Pearls. The anchorage that 

our fellow sailors had selected was 

excellent. Andre and I dropped our 

anchors in proximity to the others and 

we discussed the day’s sail. Dale had 

been under the impression that this was 

only going to be a day sail and had not 

brought his food on board. Dale’s 

dilemma was solved when Bud and 
Rhoda invited him to share their evening 

meal; the rest of us got our stoves going 

as well. 

Have you noticed that after a good 

day on the water, after a warm meal and 

time to relax, that the eye lids get heavy 

earlier than they do at home? We broke 

up the raft around 9:00 p.m. to anchor 

apart for the evening. This early in the 

season the mosquito problem was nearly 

non existent. Gnats found their way to 

the lights but they at least did not bite. 
The day had been delightful, in the low 

70’s, but as night came on the 

temperature headed for the low 40’s. I 

had brought a light blanket to use with 

my summer weight sleeping bag but I 

had left it in my pickup, thinking I 

wouldn’t need it. I did. I started to 

consider what I had on board that would 
provide some extra warmth when I 



remembered my light canvas awning. It 

was close at hand so I folded it double 

and put it over my sleeping bag. Perfect; 
within minutes I was sleeping like a 

baby. 

A predicted front moved in during 

the early morning and the wind quickly 

picked up velocity. We all decided to sail 

back to the Basin and select our next 

destination from there. Bud and Rhoda 

quickly finished their breakfast and were 

first to get underway; the rest of us 

slowpokes were just getting started. I 

invited Dale to raft up with me for 

breakfast. After cleanup and while 

preparing to leave, we could see that we 

would be dealing with much stronger 

winds then we had experienced the day 

before. I put four turns on the main and 
two on the mizzen; it was all the sail 

area that I wanted to show for the 

conditions. 

We were quickly made aware that 

the wave action was not like the day 

before when we were going downhill; 

today we were going uphill, close hauled 

all the way. There is a point where you 
have to fly enough sail to move the boat 

through the wind and waves and accept 

the angle of heel this develops. The 

other side of the coin is to keep the decks 

relatively dry but not move. The latter 

is usually my choice except today I was 

getting wet and still not moving. Dale 

and I formed the rear guard and I think 

everybody had their foul weather gear 

on. I had planned on sailing a long 

board to get into calmer water before 

tacking and then sailing short boards the 

rest of the way into Town Creek. It was 

a good plan but I finally decided to work 

the full width of the river. With the 

wind blowing a good 15 plus knots and 

gusting, I found myself slowing down; 

the leeboard was dragging in shallow 

sand and I was way too close to the rocky 

seawall. If I raised the leeboard high 

enough to clear the bottom I didn’t think 

it would have enough purchase to allow 

me to tack and it looked like I had room 

for only one chance before I was going to 

be on the beach. I elected to jibe and 
that maneuver came off well. As I was 

sailing into deeper water I saw with 

concern that Dale was about to repeat 

my mistake. I yelled to him but the 
wind made it impossible for him to hear. 

As I gained the far shore I looked back 

and I saw that Dale’s boat was grounded 

dangerously close to the rocks. I hove to 

and got out the glasses. Dale had the 

anchor out and was taking in his sails. 

I sailed back until I was just off the 

sands, headed up and dropped anchor. 

Dale had got in the sands and when he 

attempted to start his motor the shear 

pin had failed. I had an extra pin with 

me so we could effect a repair. It was so 

shallow that Dale simply jumped off his 

boat, took up the anchor and carried it 

out until the water deepened, pulling the 

boat behind him. While in the water he 
took off the motor and carried it on 

board. His Evinrude is a model year 

newer than my Johnson and even though 

both are 4 hp my shear pin was smaller 
in diameter and longer. I had a few tools 

with me which Dale used to shorten the 

pin. He reattached the motor and all 

was well. As we were close to Town 

Creek and the course was dead into the 

wind he elected to motor. I started to 

sail in but by this time progress was so 

painfully slow that I took in my sails and 

also motored. 

We decided that crab cakes for a 

late lunch sounded good and started for 

the restaurant. Ed and his crew were 

hauling out a beautiful Alden sloop and 

we stopped to watch experts at work. 

Harrington asked a question about a 

building method which Ed developed 
running a Kevlar cord in a groove 

between double planking (WoodenBoat 

No. 78, pp. 30-38). The answer was 

involved and we soon found ourselves 

inside the shop being shown other 

aspects of the yards work. We got our 

crab cakes but for supper. We decided 

we would stay in the Basin that night 

and we were getting smarter; we fixed 

St. Michaels as our destination for the 

next day. 

Dick and Doug had retained rooms 

at the Morris House in Oxford and 

invited us over for the evening to discuss 

how things were progressing. We took 

them up on the offer and spent a 

pleasant evening swapping sailing 

adventures, present and past. It is 

unfortunate that Dick Shepherd, the 

man who had been the driving force 

behind this cruise, had not recovered 

sufficiently from a January operation to 

allow him to camp cruise. I think that 

he got in as much sailing as the rest of 

us but confined it to day sails out of the 

Basin. Doug elected to sail in Dick’s 

company. After a pleasant evening, Dick 

drove us back to the Basin and we 

turned in for the night. 
We had breakfast at the Yardarm 

Restaurant and were underway shortly 

after 9:00 a.m. with a gentle sea and a 

good breeze. It was a beautiful day and 

a welcome sight to see the other Pearls 

gliding over the water. I took a couple of 

pictures of Andre’s Zoa. I wanted to get 

a shot of Dale’s boat but I couldn’t draw 

even with him. I caught Dale’s eye and 

asked him to luff his main until I got 

ahead of him so that I could get his 

picture. I told him it was an old racer’s 

ploy to get ahead. He complied and I got 

in position; Dale hauled in his main and 

I got the picture. Unfortunately, Dale 

couldn’t get back his speed; as he was 

slowly falling behind he was accusing me 

of sabotage. 

We were drawing close to the 

junction of San Domingo and Branch 

Creeks when we decided that the lee of 

Hambleton Island would be a good 

anchorage for lunch. After a welcome 

break we made ready to continue on. 

The creeks were getting narrower and as 

the day wore on the wind had been 

picking up. It always seems to me that 

on a narrow waterway the wind seems to 

always either be in your face or at your 

back. I wrapped two turns on the main 

and one on the mizzen, raised anchor and 

sheeted in the sails. It was a tacking 

exercise, dealing with gusts all the way. 

We arrived at St. Michael’s public docks 

and secured the boats but too late to 

spend any time at the Museum. That 

was disappointing to me asI have heard 

from those who have visited it that it is 

very interesting. We did have time to 

walk around town and check out the 

marina on the Miles River. 

We left St. Michaels about 6:00 p.m. 

to find an anchorage. Andre spotted a 

beautiful little niche which we all agreed 

was ideal. We discovered that we were 

encroaching on a pair of swans and their 

brood. The female quickly took her fleet 

to protected waters while the male stood 

guard. Later they decided we were not 

very threatening and cruised the 

shoreline past us. What a beautiful 

sight. 

The next morning I was next out 

after the Tritchlers. I wanted to cruise 

past Tilghman’s Island before sailing to 

Island Creek, our last anchorage. I had 

just started out when an owner of one of 

the beautiful shore front homes walked 

down to his dock and informed me that 

the land there was all private and not 

part of the St. Michaels public area. I 

listened to him and then told him what 

a beautiful home he had and what a 

lovely spot it was where he lived. I also 

told him that none of us had gone ashore 

from our anchorage and that we had left 

the area cleaner than we found it. He 

softened and wished us all a good cruise. 

I was sailing downwind and 

adjusted the tiller tamer to where the 

‘boat sailed a steady course and then 

leaned back to enjoy the ride. I sailed 

from day marker 8 to beyond Nelson 

Island, a distance of about four miles, 
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touching the tiller only once to steady it 

from a power boat’s wake. I altered 

course for Tilghman’s Island, sailing 

close enough to take a few pictures of the 

skipjacks that were in port. The wind 

deserted me completely at that point so 

I started the motor. After a short while, 

a breeze came up out of the NNW and 

soon was holding steady at somewhat 

under ten knots. As I was drawing even 

with Holland Point, the western 

boundary of Irish Creek, I saw five 

Pearls under sail. I was quite certain 

that Bud and Rhoda were still at 

Tilghman’s Island which meant that 

Dick and Doug had sailed out to find the 

fleet. It was an interesting exercise, 

adjusting my course to intercept them. 

Once together, we entered Irish Creek 

for a gam. 

After solving all the world’s 

problems, we said goodby to Doug and 

Dick as they were both leaving early 

Friday morning. The rest of us departed 

one by one for Island Creek. I finally 

decided to sail with one turn on the main 

and leave the mizzen full. I then settled 

down to a long board on a port broad 

reach. Dale left about twenty minutes 

before me and had put two turns on the 

main and one on the mizzen. With that 

difference in sail area it still took over 

an hour and a half before I was able to 

catch up with him. We altered course at 

the "R" 14 light buoy and headed 

towards Island Creek. As we sailed up 

the Creek on a dying breeze all we could 

see before us was a shore line all built 

up. Good fortune was with us however, 

for a mile or so further I spotted a cove 

left in a natural state. We tacked in and 

dropped anchor. 

It was only mid afternoon and the 

sun was burning down. I rigged the 

awning and inflated the Sevylar dinghy 

that I carry. While I was completing 

these chores Bud and Rhoda sailed in 

and dropped anchor. Shortly there after, 

Andre and Bob came in and we were all 

accounted for. I rowed the dinghy over 

to Andre’s Pearl and he came aboard 
very carefully for a tour of the fleet 

before supper. After returning Andre to 

his boat, he motored along side Dale’s 

boat for him to come onboard. They then 

rafted up to the Gottabe where we put 

together a potluck supper and shared a 

bottle of wine as a salute to our last 

evening together on the water. After 

Bob had finished his supper he rowed 

over and joined the raft. Dale 
remembered that he had some large 

naval oranges on his boat and he rowed 
the dinghy over to get them. As he was 
returning Bob started to laugh so hard 
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he couldn’t tell what was so funny. We 

looked around and saw that Dale seemed 

to be settling into the water, moving 

slower and rowing harder. We could 

hear air escaping from the dinghy as it 

started to fold up around him. He made 

it along side the Gottabe and I grabbed 

the side of the dinghy as he rolled on 

board. We discovered that Dale had 

moved an inflatable seat which jarred 

open the valve of the hull’s inside tube. 

At that time I was unaware that the 

valves are designed to be pushed down 

inside the tubes after inflating. It was 

an avoidable accident and one that Dale 

accepted with his usual good humor. 

A short while later everyone 
separated and prepared the boats for the 

night. I read for awhile and, as it wasn’t 

as cold as previous nights, I spent awhile 

admiring the beautiful clear sky. I had 

a little trouble getting to sleep, realizing 

that this was my last night on the water 

for this cruise. But get to sleep I did and 

before I knew it, morning had arrived. 

True to form, Bud and Rhoda were 

underway before the rest of us had 

barely started breakfast. We all were 

going to sail back to Oxford where Bob 

and I planned to pull our boats out when 

we got back. Andre and Dale were 

staying for a while longer. Bud and 

Rhoda were staying in the area for a 

sailing weekend with their daughter who 

would be arriving from Connecticut. 

There was just a light breeze from 

WSW as we left our anchorage which 

meant we were again faced with a 

tacking exercise. As we neared the 

mouth of the Creek the breeze increased 

slightly but it was still light. We sailed 

out far enough to clear Bachelor Point 

south of Oxford on the next tack. Dale 

had tacked earlier than the others and it 

looked to me as if he had the right idea 

so I tacked where he had. 

I had added telltails to the sails 

before this cruise and it was here that 

their value was made clear to me. The 

wind clearly favored me over the other 

boats. I was on a reach and I could 

hardly believe how far I had to ease the 

sheets before the telltails told me the 

sails were drawing efficiently. The sun 

was back lighting the sails so that I 

could observe both the leeward and 

windward telltails. When both were 

flowing straight back the boat generated 

its best speed. Bring them in and the 

leeward telltails fluttered and speed fell 

off. Ease the sheets and the telltails 

flowed straight back and speed picked 

up. When the middle and lower telltails 

were flowing correctly, the upper ones 

flowed at a slightly raised angle. They 

indicated to me that the mizzen has to be 

sheeted in tighter than the main with 

the foot of the mizzen hauled out flatter. 

Before we got in the wind fell away 

and I considered auxiliary power. In fact 

I did take a few strokes with the oars 

before the breeze came back. Weak, but 

it came back. Within another twenty 

minutes the Gottabe nosed into the 

Basin; I furled the sails and glided up to 

the dock. As I grabbed a piling to secure 

my dock lines, pain went through a 
finger—I had put my hand on a bee! A 

sharp reminder to pay attention. 

Much of the pleasure we exper- 

ienced came from the hospitality of Ed 

Cutts and his people. Our gratitude to 
them will be with us for as long as we 

have our memories of this cruise. 

After a quick lunch with my fellow 

sailors at the Yardarm, another crab 

cake sandwich of course, it was time to 

haul the boat out. With the help of Dale 

and Andre it didn’t take long and the 

Gottabe was on the trailer, ready for the 

road. 

Sea Pearlers seem to be rather 

independent thinking people and I had 

been apprehensive if this group would 
get along, but my concerns were 

groundless; we parted as if we had 

known each other for years rather than 

just a few days. Now was it Canada’s 
North Channel or Kentucky Lake that 

was receiving the most interest for a 

cruise for next year? 

The Sea Pearl 21 
Marine Concept’s Sea Pearl 21 is an 

open 21’x5’6"x6"x2’6" fiberglass boat 
with lines reminiscent of L. Francis 

Herreshoffs 19’ Carpenter. The boat 

weighs approximately 550 pounds dry. It 

is available with either leeboards or 

centerboard; the leeboard model is by far 

the most common. It is a free standing 

cat ketch rig with reefing accomplished 

by rolling the sails on the mast. Out 

hauls, vangs, and single part sheets 

complete the sail control equipment. 

Water ballast has been developed for the 

boat with the water contained in two 

tanks running fore and aft along each 

side between the masts. The tanks are 

now standard on new boats and they can 

be retrofitted to older Pearls. The tanks 

when full add approximately 400 pounds 

of ballast. Floor boards span the 16" 
space between the tanks and with the 

flat tops of the tanks create a sizeable 

level area. A weather proof pram top 

cabin is available. 



I had been wanting to go rowing for some 
time as it had been months since I had been on 
the water. Also I wanted to try my oars since 
shaving them down for the third time. January 
12, 1993 was my first chance in the new year and 
according to the weather reports would be my 
last chance for another week, at the least. The 

temperature wouldbe a little on the cool side but 
not unbearable. 

It was high noon when I decided to go and 
about one pm when I'd located and loaded my 
gear into the car, hooked up the trailer, etc. Not 
having lunch yet I stopped at a fast food joint and 
ate while driving. My destination was Middle 
Bayou or Armand Bayou as it was renamed 
some years ago. Armand Bayou has been saved 
from the developers and left in its natural state 
and is now a nature center. While the nature 
center has paths thru it, the best way to see the 

area is from a boat. 
At two pm I’m afloat and adrift while I 

unlash the oars get the oarlocks in, and get my 
act together. I head upstream as the tide is going 
out. This puts me going against wind and tide, 
but both are light and it will make retuming 
easier when I’|l be tired. The sun is shining 
weakly thru a high thin cloud layer and I soon 
discover my jacket isn’t needed as long as I'm 
rowing. 

After passing under Bay Area Blvd. the 
sounds of traffic soon fade and it is easy to 
imagine lam acentury in the past. I round a 
bend and there are five hawks in a tree. Is this a 
family group? I don’t know. They fly away 
before I get close. There are many wading birds 
in several varities. Surprisingly I haven’t seen 
any ducks and the only geese were at the 
launching ramp where people feed them. 

Wete Still The One. 
It’s true. The company that founded recreational rowing, still leads the way. From single 
or double rowing shells to our exclusive state-of-the-art oars — and everything in between — 
we're your number one source for superior 
rowing products. Call 1-800-477-1507 
for your free catalogue today. 

A Winter Row 

By David Gulley 

Further upstream I see a soccer ball on the 
shore. It looks out of place. Harshly, it reminds 
me that this piece of wilderness is surrounded by 
cities and downtown Houston is only twenty 
miles away. Continuing upstream I see a bridge 
over a tributary and later at the point I tum back 
Ihear in the distance the ugly sound of a skilsaw. 
With the exception of a few aircraft this is the 
first sound of modern man I’ve heard since the 
bridge at Bay Area Blvd., over a mile to the 
south. I check my map and realize I have gone 
out of the park some quarter mile. On the way 
back I often row backward, slowly, so I can see 
where I’m going and use different muscles for a 
while. I’ll be sore tomorrow. 

Arriving at the launching ramp at three- 
forty-five I decide to stay longer and miss some 
of the traffic. Besides, it is too nice a day to 
waste. I continue rowing south around the next 
bend. Here the bayou widens to about one quarter 
mile. I bring the oars inboard and put a cushion 
on the cockpit sole so I can sit and lean back 
against the forward bulkhead. Ah, that feels so 
good. For about five minutes. Then I must get up 
to get my jacket out of the lazarette. It’s a little 
cool out here if you are not rowing. 

I resume my comfortable seat and drift 
down stream at about one-quarter knot. As I drift 
I see a large bird in a dead tree. Looks like an 
eagle. Getting closer I see another. They are 

Martin Marine Company 
Tune Your Body. Free Your ani 

white on the head and chest and dark brown 
wings and back. Definitely birds of prey, and 
probably eagles from the size of them. They 
both fly away, one and then the other, when I 
drift to within two or three hundred feet of them, 
complaining loudly of my intrusion. They have 
leamed to distrust man. Smart birds. 

The sun is getting low and the clouds are 

getting thicker and I’m getting cold. It must be 
time to go. I put the oars into place and row 
slowly, reluctantly, up stream to the launching 
ramp. As | load the boat onto the trailer I reflect 
over the near miracle that saved this piece of 
wetland from the encroaching cities. I'm thankful 
it was saved fornow and the future. Meanwhile, 
it is time to head home. The weatherman says 
winter is coming back by tomorrow in the form 
of another cold front. At least I got to row one 
day in January. 

Affordable Boats, 
Trailers and Accessories 

(508) 768-7411 

66 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 592 
ESSEX, MA 01929 

Eliot, Maine 03903 
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Tom’s Coast of New England 
Being an Account of a Cruise 
Along the New England Coast 

Aboard the Vessel ‘**The Damn Foole II”’ 
The Author admits to free and blatent pilferage from “Carter's Coast of New England.” 

To the Isles 
The Professor found the monument to the 

Witch Trials. “Just another inane thing erected 
after every tragedy to assuage the conscience of 
officialdom. 300 years ago our legal system 
killed 19 innocent people. This year the governor 
wants to reestablish capital punishment. He wants 
us to give his administration another chance to 
kill citizens again.” 

The Professor lectured us more about the 
great trading days of Salem. “Fortunes were 
made by many proud upstanding Yankees by 
privateering, rum, slaves, and perhaps a little 
drug traffic in the Onent. Not too respectable but 
Hell, you can always fund a church to regain 
respectability.” 

Retuming to the boat we rowed away from 
Derby wharf out into deeper water and anchored. 

A little wine made the indigestible 
aggregate the Pilot cooked, palatable. Each one, 
by now, had found “his place,” retired to it, and 
passed out while our innards struggled to rid 
themselves of what we ingested. 

In the morning we said farewell to Salem 
and set sail for Cape Ann. We made our way out 
the narrow, shallow channel that finally caused 
the demise of Salem as a worldly commercial 
port. We sailed by Haste Shoal, Misery Shoal, 
between Beverly Farms and Great Misery Island 
into Manchester Bay, between House Island and 
Gales Point, inside of Kettle Island across 
Magnolia Harbor, Popplestone Ledge and 
Norman’s Woe into Gloucester Harbor where 
we rounded 10 Pound Island and looked for a 
spot to anchor in the crowded harbor. Sailing up 
to the first mooring we saw, the Waterman 
grabbed it. 

“Decisions are easy when you dont care 
what you do,” he said. 

“Unless you meet the owner who doesn’t 
care what he does in response.” The Pilot wamed. 

The Professor began his historical 
dissertation by telling us that the little settlement 
of Gloucester had always been noted for fishing. 

“And dnnking,” the Pilot added. “The more 
they fished the more they drank. The fishcouldn’t 
keep up and soon gave out. The fish houses 
became tavems.” This revelation made the 
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Assyrian and Waterman extremely happy. 
We were given a lift into shore by a passing 

boat. A narrow street led us into the center of the 
prosperous little village of taverns. We separated, 
each to satisfy his needs. I purchased food at a 
local market causing the merchant to stare in 
amazement at the quantity, not knowing what 
one man with 5 healthy spirits were capable of 
consuming. 

It was apparent that the Pilot was correct 
about the town’s renowned thirst. Almost every 
third shop was a tavern. In one of these 
establishments I met up with the Assyrian, Pilot 
and Waterman, Piscatologist and Professor, 
observing the native custom of tippling. 

When we retumed to the shore we noticed 
another boat had rafted beside us. It proved to be 
a native of Nahant. Upon seeing us he came 
ashore in a small] rubber raft and gave us a lift out 
to our boat. We discoursed convivially till dusk, 
in the course of which he explained he was on his 
way back after having sailed to Rockport and 
thought he would loan us his raft since he had no 
further use for it. It was a welcome addition. 

Next morning, shortly after his departure, 
we got underway. The Piscatologist threw over 
a dredge and hauled up an assortment of 
discardables. Not a living thing could be found. 
An indication of how effcient our technology 
has made us, anda good reason for the inhabitants 
of the defunct little village to drink. 

We sailed by 10 Pound Island and cleared 
Gloucester Harbor by 8:00. Making our way up 
the southeastem coast of Cape Ann, I wound the 
$10 clock but, like myself, it refused to work. I 
shook it too vigorously. The hands fell off. I 

restored it’s appendages and put it gently aside 
to recuperate. We passed close by Thacher’s 
twin-towered lights, where insect-like fishing 
boats dotted the horizon. We sailed boldly 
through the narrow gut at Straightsmouth Island 
and into Sandy Bay. The clock started ticking 
again at Halibut Point. 
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With the light southeasterly breeze we 
started at once for the Isle of Shoals which lay 
nearly due north of us, about 20 miles distant. 
The wind failed. Discouragingly, Cape Ann was 
still in sight astern of us at noon. We rowed till 
a whale surfaced near by. “We didn’t think 
anything was down there,” the crew shouted, 
throwing their lines in the water. 

“Pull those silly lines in you damn fools. 
There isn’t anything down here,” the whale said. 
“I have’t eaten in weeks. You’ve depleted our 
food supply. You desperately try to reintroduce 
birds into this area but how the hell do you think 
they can survive if there are no fish. You’ ve had 
as much time to evolve as the rest of us and that’s 
all you’ ve managed to do is make yourself into 
a dismal failure,” he continued. “ You’re really 
too stupid to do anything right, yet you still 
rationalize your existence with religion, politics, 
and science. You're not necessary. You’ re only 
necessary to yourself. Nothing else really needs 
you. In fact everything on this planet could get 
along very well without you.” 

“T thought whales had better dispositions,” 
the Professor told him. 

“Anyone’s disposition would deteriorate 
after witnessing what you donkies are doing,” 
the whale replied. 

1 telt a breeze. “You’ve brought the wind 
back,” I shouted to the whale. 

“You’re hopeless,” the whale said 
despairingly, and disappeared. The wind 
strengthened to a fine sailing breeze. Far off on 
the horizon, an immense ship appeared to be 
anchored in mid- ocean. 

“That’s the Isle of Shoals,” The Pilot 
informed us. By midafternoon we sailed between 
Whiting Island Light and Star Island into 
hospitable Gosport Harbor. “The holding ground 
is bad and it is not advisable to anchor,” the Pilot 
said. So we secured the boat to one of the 
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available moorings. We cooked, ate, and inflated 

the raft. Paddling ashore the Pilot discovered 
that air was leaking out of the raft while the 
Waterman discovered that water was leaking in. 
At the dock a young man informed us that we 
were not allowed to land on the island after 
sunset. The sun had just set. 

“Could we land to pump up our raft?” I 
asked. 

“Can’t permit it. Rules are made to be 
obeyed,” the robot told us. 

We quickly paddled back to the boat and 
climbed aboard, wet and angry. The Professor 
made hot chocolate and told us the strange 
history of the Island’s discovery. “In the spring 
of 1614, while in the service of his king, John 
Smith made the first recorded visit to the Island. 
Of course Gosnold landed in 1602, Pring in 
1603, Jones in 1604, Champlain in 1605, Black 

in 1607, Harrison in 1608, Smuttynose in 1609, 
Argal in 1610, Breakwind in 1611, Starin 1612, 
Appledore in 1613. 

Still Smith in 1614 is credited with having 
discovered the islands since he recorded them . 
The record, typically, disappeared. Immediately 
after the discovery an altercation ensued over 
naming the islands, Suggestions were asked for; 
Brown suggested, “Brown’s Island”, Green 
suggested “Green’s Islands”, Cook suggested 
“Cook’s Islands”, Baker suggested “Baker’s 
Islands”, Carpenter suggested “Carpenters’ 
Islands”, Steward suggested “Steward’s 
Islands”. All six of the aforementioned men 
were flogged and put in chains till they agreed 
that Smith should name the islands after himself. 
As he did everything else they found. 

Soon after Smith left, a castaway named 
Peter Shoal was washed ashore, reluctantly 
becoming the first permanent resident. He was 
heard only to referred to the islands as, “my god- 
damn-pile-o-rocks”’. As arhyme, it was generally 
thought to be inappropiate. In no time at all a 
shore woman heard of his soulful solitude and 
sailed out with the intention of sharing his blissful 
solitude. She and he soon multiplied their 
solitude. And very soon youcould not set foot on 
any of the islands without stumbling over a 
Shoaler. The islands were named after each of 
their adorable tribes, “Smuttynose Shoal”, “Hog 
Shoal”, “Shag Shoal”, “Appledore Shoal”, “Star 
Shoal”, “Cedar Shoal”, “White Shoal”, 
“Lunging”, “Malaga”, “Duck”, “Seavey”, 
“Mingo”, etc. Hence the “Isles of Shoals.” 

Next moming we paddled ashore again 
only to be told that we were now too early. “No 
one is permitted ashore till 10:00 a.m, and don’t 
ask me to make an exception,” we were told by 
another robotal Shoaler. We hastily paddled 
back to the boat. 

The spirits dropped their lines over the side 
till 10:30 at which time we pumped up the raft 
again and paddled ashore. Not greeted by a 
Shoaler with rules this time, we wandering freely 
over the island. It was liberally adorned with 
gravestones over Shoalers who obviously 
couldn’t abide the rules. 

: v Wee le par. 
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A monument on the highest hill read, 
“Under this stone lies the remains of Reverend 
Tuck. Although a graduate of Harvard, he proved 
to be an affable man, polite in manner, amiable 
in disposition, of great piety, diligent and 
faithful.” The Waterman rightfully wondered 
what his one great failing was that he had acquired 
at Harvard, for such a great mass of stones to be 
put on top of him. 
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Next moming the Professor and I crossed 
over to Appledore to visit with ghostly Celia in 
her famous Parlor. She and her husband tended 
the lighthouse on Whiting island for several 
years before retiring to Appledore to grow 
flowers and write poetry. We found no evidence 
of her island fairyland as she described it. The 
free pagan spirit had left with her demise The 
wind and waves did not sing but moaned; the sky 
did not smile down upon us, but frowned. The 
birds perched on rocks sadly pensive. We sat 
about also waiting for some evidence of Celia’s 
exultation. We found none and disappointedly 
paddled back to the boat. 

We promptly set sail and quickly left that 
gum inhospitable collection of Peter Shoal’s 
“god-damn-pile-o-rocks.” The wind proved to 
be unsteady demanding that we alternately row 
and sail. Stage Harbor was our destination but 
the tide along the shore and the descending sun 
mocked our efforts as we reached the entrance to 
Cape Porpoise. Multitudinous lobster-bouys 
impeded the channel. But with the rudder 
attached to the full keel of our boat, we had no 
problem sailing over the impedimenta. We 
anchored on the outer line of boats. 

BEV Son 

A 12 foot gaff-rigged boat named “Benn 
Gunn” came along side, luffing it’s loose footed 
sail. The ragged, bearded occupant told us he 
lived on an derelict, washed up on Troff Island. 
He residing there contentedly with his wife and 
twochildren. We talked disparagingly of politics 
for a while. Before sailing away he invited us to 
visit his island when we found time. 

We were awakened next moming at 5:30 
by lobster boats hauling their traps around us. 
There was no wind. So we decided to stay 
another day and rest. The spints went ashore to 
pig down fish, lobsters and clams at the local 
Pang and Claw Eatery. They devoured whatever 
was put before them while talking of work, 
money, war, sex, oldtimes, hardtimes, sickness, 
dying and death. I dismissed myself by 
maintaining my sympathetic affinity with the 
sea and refusing to eat anything that came from 
tis 

“But fish eat fish,” the Piscatologist 
declared. 

“That is their only source of food as you 
well know. It is not ours as you also well know. 
We are the only creatures that eat everything 
every other living thing eats.” 

“You live by too many rules.” the Pilot said 
dismissing me. 

I paddled out to Ben Gunn’s Island. There 
was already a raft on the beach. Three men sat on 
the edge of the woods. I avoided them and 
walked along the shore after finding the 
undergrowth too dense to enter the woods. 
Circling the island I soon came across Ben 
Gunn’s boat and camp. No one was about, 
except fora deer which stared at me for a minute 
than bolted into the brush toward the men. I 

waited fora gun shot. Nothing. Soit was divinely 
decreed that the deer would not meet a nut with 
a gun that day. I returned to the raft, picked up 
the crew in town and paddled back to the boat. I 
poured a liberal ration of rum for all to lift their 
spirits. The Assyrian assiduously recorded it in 
the log. 

The next day we sailed with a fair wind till 
mid aftemoon, when a fog rolled in from the sea. 
The Pilot asked where the radar reflector was. 

“We have none,” I told him. 
“Then where is the fathometer?” 
“We have none.” 
“Lead line? Horn? bell?” 
“None.” 
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ELLSWORTH RICE 

HALF -HULLS fx 

Duttitters =the 
Qtdo0r $F x Dore 

Contemporary 

Classic & Custom 

Norwell, MA 02061 the tropical 617-659-7131 
rentals Florida Keys, the Dry 
& sales Tortugas & the Ever- 

glades Backcountry Wilderness. 

* Shoal Draft Sailing Vessels 
* Sea Kayaks & Canoes 

* Guided Tours Available 
Wood/Canvas, Birchbark 

Wood/Fiberglass 
Any Condition 

Channing Howard 
(508) 768-7282 Days 

P.O. Box 2513, Key Largo, FL 33037 

(305) 451-3018 

SALTMARSH SEA KAYAK CO. 

SERVING SOUTHERN MA & RI 

Sales New & Used - Rentals 
Tours of Slocum & Westport Rivers 

Please Call or Write: 

589 Fisher Rd., N. Dartmouth, MA 02747 
(508) 636-3007 

“595 Fireplace Road 

catalogue of used nautical books 

RIDE AN AUTHENTIC STEAMBOAT 
There are only 5 authentic steamboats still running in the U.S., 
and the steam-driven paddlewheeler JULIA BELLE SWAIN 
is the only one running daily on the Upper Mississippi River. 
Join us for a 2-day river adventure and see the beauty of this 
mighty river unfold around each bend as you follow the path of 
Indians, explorers, and settlers. The JULIA BELLE SWAIN 
or the elegant TWILIGHT departs daily from the old boat- 

building town of LeClaire, lowa, and steams north to Chestnut 
Mountain Lodge near Galena, Illinois. Fare of $195 includes 
all meals, entertainment, side trips, and over-night lodging. 

FOR FREE BROCHURE OR RESERVATIONS CALL 

1-800-331-1467 : ond 
@2a6| or write to RIVER CRUISES, P.O. Box 406, Galena, IL 61036 (\. < / 

WANTED - CANOES 

bay view books 
East Hampton, NY 11937 

send 9.5" S.A.S.E. for most recent 

He found the binoculars, they had only one 
eyepiece. The Pilot expressed his regard for my 
seamanship with a stream of salty expletives. 
We continued as the wind held. Waves soon 
appeared off the bow breaking on the rocky 
shore of Richman’s Island. Following the shore 
we heard the bell of the entrance bouy. Tuming 
to port we found a beach and anchored. After 
sunset the fog lifted, whereupon we could see 
the safer anchorage behind Richman’s Island. 
Sailing there we anchored snugly amid other 
boats. Although we sat beneath a clear starry sky 
in a serene harbor I did not sleep well that night, 
for [dreamt I was still working in that dismal Job 
Thad resigned from, with all the desperate people 
trying to “hang in there.” I awoke, grateful to be 
on my boat. 

(To Be Continued) 

PISCATAQUAWHERR 

14'x47" hand laid fiberglass hull 
Solid mahogany gunwales and seats 

Two rowing stations 
Well balanced with deep, full 

length keel 
Amazing stability with sharp entry 

to the seas 
Traditional wine glass transom. 

BAY* MAINE BOATS 

P.O. Box 631 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 

(207) 967-4282 



WindHorse 
———_—_——. Marine —— 

Ultralight Paddle/Sailcraft + All wood-epoxy laminates 

‘ 

Full-performance sailing 
Kayak-style paddling 

All-day comfort 

Standup stability 
Instant roller-reefing 

Cartop versatility 
Expedition capability 

Singles and Doubles 

Write for brochure 

91 Library Road South Britain CT 0648 
Dan Leonard, stl) Aa ar ginal 203/264-7765 

¢ Try it free for 30 days 
¢ 16" Balloon Tires 

¢ Narrow Track 

¢ Packs Flat 

¢ Built to Last 

A& - Industries, Inc. 9233 N. 12th Ros Phoenkk oe 85021 

PR Tee 
FAN CENTERBOARD 

to ew PAN 

roe Centerboards * Drop Rudders 
Small Blocks « Sailing Hardware 

Bob Lavertue & Son 
20 Treetop Ave. 
Springfield, Ma. 01118 
Evenings: (413) 783-5589 

Down East Boats 
Designed and Built In the Maine Tradition 

16 Middlefield Drive, West Hartford, Connecticut 06107-1244 

203-523-1886 

We're your Southem New England agent for 14 to 24 foot 
Pointer, Ellis and Eastporter boats. We work with you locally to 
outfit a handsome and seaworthy center console, cuddy cabin or 
lobster boat which is properly powered and customized to meet 
your personal requirements. Call for a brochure or to leam how 
we can build and deliver your boat in time for the season. 

Solid Spruce - Ash Oars from 5’to 16’ 
Spoon-Blade-Oval Shaft oars 7’6" - 8’ - 8’6" - 9’ - 96" - 9’9” 

FREE WATER POWER PRODUCTS 2x0chure 
RR 1, LaHave, Lunenburg Co., Nova Scotia, BOR _1CO0 

PH: (902) 688-2351 

A NEW SEA KAYAKING MAGAZINE ! 
FE A TU RI NG INFORMATION ON: Access to the water - places to paddle - detailed trip guides - environmental sues conceming 

kayakers - safety - Instruction - navigation - clubs - dealers - buliders - make & model reviews - whatever else we leam 

about that will interest Atiantic coast kayakers. 

INSPIRATION FROM: Wel written and Mustrated articles on the above topics, plus the stories readers have to tell of thelr 
odventures and experiences paddling the Atlantic coast, Labrador to the Bahamas. 

HOW TO A one-year subscription Is $20, you will get ten monthly Issues, March through December. We'll take Jonuory and 
February off. You can send in the order form below (or a copy of It If you don't wish to cut the magazine) or just a note 

SUBSCRIBE: asking for a subscription, with a $20 check payable to ‘Atlantic Coastal Kayaker." If you find the issues you receive are 
not what you had expected, just ask us for a refund and we'l send you the unfulfilled balance of your payment. 

ATLANTIC 
COASTAL ‘“™ 
KAYAKER <3. 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 

State 

check for $20 payable fo; 
Atlantic Coastal Kayaker 
29 Burley St. 
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Send this form (or a copy) with your 1 
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| 

ye pe lt sent Wenham, MA 01984 j 
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L. J. HARRI 
NAUTICAL BOOKSELLERS 

Visit our Boston store or order your 
nautical charts and books by phone. 

Telephone orders welcome; free catalog. 

120 Lewis Wharf, Boston, MA 02110 

tel. 617-249-0996; fax 617-248-0558 

"There is nothing - 

absolutely nothing - half so much 

worth doing, as simply messing 

about in boats." 

Kenneth Grahame from 

“The Wind in the Willows." 

Send us your favorite 

quotes, or call us with them. 

THE SMALL BOAT SHOP 

144 Water Street 

S. Norwalk, CT 06854 

(203)854-5223 

a a 
Rowing Shells - Kayaks 

Canoes and Dinghies 

GREENLAND TYPE SEA KAYAK 
Dunn’s Custom-Buillt Kayaks 
6991S State Rd, Eden, NY 14057 

PH: 716-992-3941 

SEND $1 FOR INFORMATION 

DETROIT AREA/LAKE St. CLAIR 
Sailing Sea/Touring Kayaks 

29474 OLD NORTH RIVER RD. 
MT. CLEMENS, MI 48045 

(313) 468-6456 

Largest Selection of Canoes in New 
England 

Nearly 500 on display 

OLD TOWN - ALUMACRAFT 
ALLAGASH - RADISON 

MERRIMACK - MANSFIELD 
Prices like the good old days 

FERNALD'S 
Rt. LA, Newbury, MA 0-195] 

(508) 465-0312 

Our Family Suggests: "Build the Tortoise Punt" 
By Maddy Joy Shadduck (5), Erika Joy Shadduck (8), and Gregg Shadduck (42) 

We suggest you consider building some- 
thing like the Tortoise punt with kids. (The 6-1/ 
2' Tortoise was designed by Phil Bolger; plans 
are sold for $20 by Harold Payson, Pleasant 
Beach Rd., So. Thomaston, ME 04858.) Sure, 
it’s boxy and looks like a cement mixing “boat,” 
but its simple sections and simple building se- 
quence make it cheap and relatively quick to 
build. These recommend it for building with and 
for children: 

Small. Cheap to build. Relatively quick to 
build (the painting sequence actually takes more 
time than building). Child-size when done, for 
easy (if not fast) rowing. Easy to store and to 
cartop (weighs about 50 pounds). Needn’t be 
registered. 

Simple form. Kids can have fun doing 
layout, cutting, and pounding nails during con- 
struction. When done it makes a great hobby- 
horse (teetertotter) in the back yard. 

SMALL SAILBOAT 
SPECIALISTS 

@ Nimble 
@ Com-Pac 
@ Florida Hens 
@ Sunfish/Zuma 
@ New/Used 

THE SAILBOAT 
SHOP 
Rt 31 North 

Glen Gardner, NJ 
08826 

(908) $37-6300 

Cheap/Practical. Don’t worry about per- 
fection during construction, or theft when done. 
Chance to experiment with woods, glues, and 
paints on a small scale. 

Approximate cost if done on the cheap: 
$25 for 2 sheets 1/4" ext. A-C fir plywood. 
$5 for spruce-pine-fir reinforcement from 

I”-by or 2"-by. 
$3 for nails (even bronze; maybe 1/2-2/3 

Ib.). 
$8 for glue (even epoxy; DO epoxy edges 

of plywood). 
$3 for preservative. 
$3 for linseed oil and turpentine to bulk 

plywood. 
$12 for paint (2 quarts porch paint, from 

discount shelf). 
$8 for oarlock sockets (galv.). 
$8for oarlocks (galv.). 
$75 without oars 
Oars (5-1/2') will add either time (maybe 3 

hours) or money ($20-$40). You may wish to 
fiberglass tape the chines, adding some time and 
a little money. 

You might also try these when you build 
(and paint) a boat with kids: 

Kids like to paint. Have them paint the boat 
with you. They may have a color they would 
like, too. We painted our punt pink, easily done 
by adding some Tints-All to our white paint. 

If you use oil-based paints buy tubes of 
both a barrier cream (e.g. Glove Cote) and 
something to gently remove paint from skin and 
clothes (e.g. GoJo Paint and Stain Hand Cleaner). 
Use the barner cream on your hands and arms 
before painting. Tuck up hair (e.g. pony tails) 
under a cap. Inspect members of the painting 
crew as they quit painting to see what needs 
removing. 

The kids are proud of what they contrib- 
uted, and dad is real proud of the kids! 



There is certainly nothing new about the concept 
of building a boat when you get where you want 
to go instead of going through the agony of 
hauling a boat to some really distant place. Phil 
Theil of Seattle, for instance, proposes building 
his canal cruising boat when he gets tothe canals 
of Europe. As for us, there were storms and 
blizzards forecast for our whole trip south so we 
decided that instead of hauling our two kayaks 
on top of the truck, the best way for us to get a 
boat from Port Townsend, Washington to the 
preserves along the lower Colorado River, just 
above the Mexican border was to build it there. 

To carry out such a project successfully, 
there are, of course, a few requirements. One has 
to have a few tools available, be capable of 
rough and ready construction, be satisfied with 
alevel of excellence consistent with the building 
situation and have a very simple boat design, 
one really easy to build. More than that, the cost 
of the materials must be low enough so you can 
just walk away from the boat when you leave to 
go home. 

First the designs: A couple of the plans 
Bemie Wolfard has in his “Common Sense 
Designs” would have been great but we had 
decided to do this while we were packing our 
little camping trailer to go. Besides, we both 
have a soft place in our hearts for Phil Bolger’s 
“Tortoise” from his book, “Different Boats”, 
certainly one of his best all time designs. I had 
built one twelve years ago for a dinghy for our 
cruising catamaran and ithad served wonderfully. 
A pram, it was a real cargo hauler, easy row in 
spite of it’s six and a half foot length and capable 
of being tossed into the back of our mini-pickup 
if we wanted to go from one lake to another. 
Especially, we considered that we could build it 
for minimum cost, an expendable boat, Bolger 
calls it. 

Once down at the Wildlife Preserve, called 
Lake Mitry, we located a great camping/boat- 
building site and left the trailer while we went 
into the nearby city of Yuma to a lumber yard 
there. We bought two sheets of 1/4" plywood 
and seven eight foot lengths of 1x2s, total cost 
$32. We already had one tube of Sikaflex and 
two partial tubes of silicon caulk and figured that 
that would be enough to glue the little rascal 
together and keep the river out. 

Because the plans Bolger provides in his 
book give the detail dimensions of each of the 
plywood pieces, sides, transoms, fore and aft 
seat, aft-deck and bottom, we were able to lay 
out the design on our pieces of plywood and 
have two small scrap pieces left over. We did 

By Greg McMillan 

this up at the Senator Wash Campground where 
we knew some of the campers from the year 
before and where we felt sure we could borrow 
a generator long enough to cut out the plywood 
pieces with our saber saw. After this, we left 
Senator Wash which is up on a bleak, gravel 
mesa but which has water, dump service and 
flush toilets to attract long-term campers and 
went down to our wonderful, lonely campsite by 
the lake shore to complete the construction. 

First of all, of course, we wanted to cut the 
1x2 pieces that form the chines and gunwales 
and fasten them in tral fits with sheet-rock 
screws. We decided to do this at a picnic table 
near ourcamp site. To fit the bottom of the pram, 
Bolgerhad specified a bevel of 63 degrees on the 
stem transom and 37 degrees on the forward 
transom. How to do this with no protractor? We 
just eyeballed them against the side panels. 
When we had everything ready, we spread caulk 
on the Ix2s and refastened them to the plywood. 
Thinking, “Boy, this is a piece of cake!”” we 
began assembling the sides to the transoms 
when we discovered a horrible error. We had 
fastened the 1x2s to the inside of the starboard 
panel and to the outside of the port panel. 
Fortunately the adhesive hadn’t fully set yet and 
we were able to remove the Ix2s from the 
starboard panel and put them on the outside. 
Looked a little scruffy but held everything ok. 
Before long then we were able to fasten the 
bottom to the sides and transoms and voila, we 
had our little boat. 

Admittedly, the results betrayed the “quick 
and dirty” method and I surely discovered how 
much more difficult it is to build on the beach 
instead of ina shop. Though, while I was excusing 
my somewhat sloppy workmanship, I 
remembered that both Slocum and Harry Pidgeon 
had built theirboats on beaches. And,after Brenda 
had painted the little tub, it looked great, from a 
distance. 

I cheated this much. Before I left Port 
Townsend, I bought some closet poles and 
epoxied pieces of ply on the ends for six foot 
long oars and they worked great with the oarlocks 
I had also brought along. I thought afterwards 
that it would have been neat to have used thole 
pins instead. 

And how did it all work out? Wonderfully! 
We re-discovered that the Tortoise would go 
along with the two of us in it but was only fun 
with one person. It let us explore hidden little 
coves among the rushes and chase the coots. 
When we were ready to leave, we were faced 
with the problem of what to do with our Little 

jewel. How were we going to find some kid who 
would love to have it and whose father would 
haul it to the river for him? The problem was 
solved simply. 

As a final excursion, we had hauled the 
Tortoise in the pickup back to a more remote 
lake where we were the only visitors except for 
a group of young marines. They were having 
trouble fishing from the shore and so we decided 
that they were likely candidates for the boat. 
First, though, I went out for a farewell row and 
then Brenda took off for a last row before we lost 
it. Before she retumed, I positioned myself on 
the bluff overlooking our launching beach with 
the camera ready to take our only pic of one of 
us rowing the boat. I waited and waited. Then, I 

heard her cheery cry from behind. She was so 
proud that she had gotten them to take the boat, 
announced that the marines were delighted, and 
were soon out on the water. No picture! Goodbye 
little boat! 



WOOD-CANVAS CANOE RESTORATION 

INSTRUCTION 
CLASSES @ MATERIALS @ REPAIRS 

Do you want to learn how to retore that family heirloom, or 

just see how itis done? I am offering instructions covering 

the full range of restoration problems from structural repairs 

to recanvassing. Call or write for details and ny schedules. 

I also sell canoe restoration materials, including clear north- 

em white cedar, canvas, canvas filler and hardware. 

William Clements 
Boat Builder 
P.O. Box 87 

18 Mt. Pleasant Street 

N. Billerica, MA 01862 

Telephone (508) 663-3103 

THE LANDING SCHOOL 
P.O. Box 1490M 

Kennebunkport, Maine 04046 

(207) 985-7976 

LEARN YACHT & COMMERCIAL 

BOAT DESIGN OR WOODEN BOAT 

BUILDING. Two full-time residential 

programs combine theory with practice 

in a creative but disciplined environ- 

ment. Design students study marine 

engineering and drafting, along with 

CAD training and daily exposure to 

active boatshop. Boatbuilding students 

learn to constructa classic wooden dory 

and daysailer with option of cruising 

boat instead. Accredited member CCA. 

Financial aid available for qualified 
students. VA approved. 

BEAUTIFUL DISPRO 
When things were delayed in getting my new 

Dispro (disappearing propellor) inboard com- 
pleted I travelled up to Rincon, Georgia to see 
the builder Bill Richardson. He had recently 
moved and at the moment had no place to 
complete my boat, so I suggested that he bring it 

New Stitch-n-glue "SEA KAYAK" — Patterns 
supplied for virtually every part, including planking. 
Pictorial Study Plans $6 
Plans & Patterns 

Build a traditional WHITEHALL using rugged strip 
plank construction...Build a canoe using WOOD STRIP/ 
FIBERGLASS, COLD-MOLD, or STITCH-and-GLUE. 
Whether a rowboat, sailboat or powerboat we have the best 

, selection and the best price. Full size patterns with all plans. 
The GLEN-L, 168 page BOOK of BOAT DESIGNS, 

= describes over 200 designs: Sail/Power/Row - 7' to 55' - 
@=— "traditional" building methods to the latest in construction 

technology. 
SEND $4 TODAY or order with your MC / VISA or 

DISCOVER Card by phone or FAX. We'll AIRMAIL 
information on the BEST DESIGNS AVAILABLE plus a 
FREE "SUPPLIES" Catalog featuring: fastenings, glues, 
fiberglass materials, EPOXIES, more. Send an additional 
$2 and receive "HOW TO EPOXY" Manual. 

GLEN-L marine designs 
9152 Rosecrans, Box 1804AM3 

Bellflower, CA 90706 
PH: 310/630 6258 FAX: 310/630 6280 

a. 

What You Are Building 
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down to my place in Winter Haven and finish it 
up in my carport. That’s where things stand right 
now. He does beautiful work and I hope he can 
find his niche. 

Doug Watt, 1607 17th St. NW, Winter Ha- 
ven, FL 33881 

DECKED SWEET PEA” 
Here is a photo of the Bolger “Sweet Pea” I 

completed last fall. The fore and aft decks and 
the outboard well are changes I made. A fun 
boat. 

Jim Breese, 74 Little Harbor, Guilford, CT 
06437. 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELL & STAR 
APPLEDORE POD 

MAAS AERO & 24 

TRINKA 8, 10 & 12 DINGHIES 
EASTERN 18 COMMERCIAL OB 
BRIDGES POINT 24 
THULE RACKS 
ROWING INSTRUCTION 

55 Spicer Ave., Noank, CT 06340 
(203) 536-6930 



This account of messing about in boats 
should be amusing to many “Messing About in 
Boats” readers. It is a reasonably accurate 
recollection of some amateur boatbuilding 
activities during the 1930's. 

My boating and boat-building during the 
period 1930-1940 were mostly under the 
guidance of my older brother, John, a most 
remarkable man who always has loved to mess 
about in boats. He does to this day, at 80 years, 
although he has greatly simplified his “messing 
about” in the last 30 years or so. 

The building of akayak was the first project 
that lcan remember well. There had been several 
other big boat projects that John had completed 
before he undertook to help me build a kayak, 
but those other projects must be described in 
another account. The very rough plans for the 
kayak which John had gotten out of the pages of 
a “Popular” magazine ( I don’t remember which 
one ) specified an oak and ash frame and a 
shrunk-on canvas skin. The plans showed pretty 
high freeboard and a large cockpit, considenng 
the ten foot overall length. 

Kiln-dried oak and ash were of course quite 
expensive and hard to work with hand tools, so 

John did a bit of redesign so that we could use 
hickory saplings from the woods behind our 
house. The hickory, being green, would not 
need to be steamed to be easily bent into tight 
curves. Hickory, especially green, is a most 
split-resistant wood which helped in the fastening 

of the stringers to other frame members. We 
gathered many saplings in the next few days in 
several raids in the woods which today might 
bring on the law, or at least environmentalists, 
since the “woods” were part of Palisades Inter- 
state Park. But it was 1936 and “environment” 
was a seldom used word. 

We did it all with hand tools. The stem and 
stem pieces and the cockpit floor were sawn out 
of plywood, which we soaked in varnish for 
waterproofing. Hand saws, hand drills, brace- 

and-bit and hand sewing of the canvas cover (my 
mother was an expert with needle and thread) 
put it all together. Once she was covered, the 
canvas was shrunk tight and wnnkle-free over 
the frame by dousing with boiling-hot water. 
After drying thoroughly, the canvas was made 
leak tight by soaking with airplane dope. We 
then painted her an attractive olive green. 

I couldn’t wait to get out on the nearby 
Tappan Zee. I really don’t remember what we 
did for paddles, but I do remember paddling her 
along at a good rate, all ten feet of her. She was 
fairly broad and stable. She held two of us, my 
friend and school-mate, Henry Carlson when we 
paddled on the Hudson or the Hackensack. She 
was known only as “the kayak’’, but I did get a 
lump in my throat when aman came and loaded 
her on his car, paid us what seemed acceptable, 

and took her away. By that time it was 1939, 
John had a good, well-paying job in a defense 
plant and we undertook to build a 16 foot inboard 
runabout. 

My younger brother, Marshall, helped on 
this job, so with three pairs of hands, the work 

went surprisingly fast. It is well to remember 
that we were not perfectionists. We did not try to 
make the boat look like a piece of fine furniture. 
Sturdiness was our main goal. We did have one 
electric tool. It was a 1/4hp electric motor driving 
a flexible shaft through a four-speed vee belt 
drive. That way we had speed for different sized 
holes, and other operations using a sanding disc 
and our own home-made rotary rasp. The whole 
arrangement was our own construction. It was 
made from angle iron from discarded bed frames 

Budget 
Boatbuilding 
in the ‘30's 

By Shields Bishop 

which the ammy left behind at its Bluefields nfle 
range only a few miles from our house. But all 
our other tools were hand-powered. Again, the 
plans were from the pages of a “Popular” 
magazine, I think, although maybe we had to 
send a request to the magazine for the plans. 

We used sawn frames of local oak (we 
didn’t take these out of the Interstate Park woods) 
from a little sawmill in Nanuet, N.Y., a few 
miles away. These were glued (marine glue of 
the day-smelly, molasses-like stuff) and bolted 
at the sharp chine. Longitudinal stringers were 
the same oak about 1-1/2x1-1/4. Fasteners were 

galvanized steel screws and bolts. 
Now, this boat was to be “trailered”. That 

is, she was to be kept on atrailer until we decided 
which body of water we wanted touse her on any 
given day. That’s no problem today, but it was in 
those days of wooden boats which had to be wet 
for a while in order to swell up and stop leaking. 
The answer to this problem was to double plank 
the bottom with a layer of waterproofed canvas 
between the two layers of planking. 

The double planking helped solve another 
problem: structural rigidity. Since almost all 
boats before fiberglass and epoxy and polyester 
were constructed of many small pieces held 
together with fasteners such as bolts and screws, 
it was difficult to build a boat which would take 
the pounding that a “Johnson 32” could produce. 
Then when people began installing converted 
automobile engines to really push the boats fast, 
structural endurance was the number one 
problem. 

The first layer of planking was laid in 
diagonal to the stringers and securely fastened 
with screws and marine glue. This produced a 
sort of trusswork for longitudinal stiffness. Both 
the layers of planking were of 3/8 inch marine 
plywood (fir) ripped by the lumberyard to about 
3 inch width. Then the canvas was laid on and 
waterproofed with the same kind of goo people 
used on canoes. Next the finish planking was 
laid on parallel to the stringers and screwed to 
the frame members as well as bolted to the first 
layer of planking. These bolts were flat head, 
#10-24 machine screws, zinc plated and just 
long enough to go through with a square nut 
inside. 

We could have used rivets, as the plans 
specified, but neither my brothers nor I ever 
liked all that pounding you have to do with 
rivets. Also we got good enough at handling the 
little nuts and bolts that we could place a bolt and 
then put the nut on finger tight inside and then 
draw it up from the outside without needing to 
hold the nut, That way one person could place 
bolts without a helper. We made the bolts a very 
tight fit in the planking-and-canvas sandwich. 

We never saw one leak. We placed many 
hundreds, until John finally said “ok, that’s 
enough”. 

Since the boat was to take advantage of one 
of the low-cost auto engine marine conversions, 
we bought a 1937 Ford that had suffered a 
devastating fire which left the frame and engine 
ok, The engine was a V8 60, a tiny L-head V8 
engine which reputedly delivered 60 horsepower 
at 3600 rpm, but was known to put out much 
more when souped up as they often were in 
midget auto racers of the day. We took the body 
off the frame and somehow got it back to the 
junkie where we got the wrecked car. We had 
hoped to use the gas tank in the boat, but the fire 
had ruined it so we had to go back to the junkie 
again for a gas tank. The tank which would fit 
best was from a Chevrolet, and we figured it 

would be hidden under the aft deck anyhow and 

Henry Ford need never know. Toturn the chassis 
frame into a trailer, we bought a tow bar which 
through aclever linkage steered the front wheels, 
making a very good four-wheel trailer. 

Now all we had to do was put that engine 
into the boat, clutch, transmission, U-joint and 
all (the transmission was for reverse ). We had to 

buy marine conversion parts such as a water 
pump, since automobile water pumps will not 
draw the water up, and water-cooled exhaust 

manifolds and connections of various sorts. 
Well, of course, there were many other 

details like good decks, good rudder,chocks for 
the trailer, etc. We managed all that in a relatively 
short time, not being perfectionists. We didn’t 
bother with a windshield. Many small runabouts 
of the day were windshieldless. All we needed 
was the shaft, prop and propeller, and zing! Off 
we would go! 

I remember going with my brothers down 
to Canal Street in lower Manhattan to get a 
propeller, shaft, shaft log and stuffing box and 
rudder assembly. We didn’t trust ourselves with 
these more vital items of running gear. I don’t 
remember the name of the firm, but included in 
the purchase price was consultation regarding 
the propeller, such matters as diameter and pitch. 
After the gentleman had considered the 
information, our estimate of the boat weight, the 
engine horsepower, etc, he presented a list of 
characteristics for selecting a propeller. He gave 
us the option of which one to buy. The one we 
selected caused him to frown and say “That 
propeller will make your engine go like the 
hammers of hell. Is that what you want?” We 
had never heard that expression before, but we 

replied “Yes! That’s what we want!” 
The runabout was like all boats. More fun 

to build and dream about running than actually 
running. But we did take quite a few trips on the 
Hudson. She sure would go, but she used an 
awful lot of gas, no doubt because of that 
Hammers of Hell prop. We never did name her, 
but she probably would have ended up 
“Hammers’’, because the word hell on the stem 

of a boat in the early 40’s would have been in 
very bad taste. 

By 1942 both of my brothers were overseas, 
so my father and I sold the minabout. It was 
another sad day. 

After I came back from the Pacific Theater, 
I helped my friend Paul move his Lightning 
from Nyack Boat Club to Haverstraw Boat Club, 
a distance of several miles, so that he could leave 
the boat for a regatta the next day. It was a fine 
spring day in 1946 as we sailed into the Club’s 
moorings. And what do you know, there was the 
runabout, moored a few feet out with a good 
cover on her but still no name. They don’t build 
‘em like that anymore. 
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Super Brick 
DESIGN #559, 19°6" x 77°10" 

The 8’ x 4’ BRICK sailing scow went so 
well that Bernie Wolfard and I couldn’t resist 
scaling it up into a sailing houseboat for his 
Common Sense Designs. Fitting a complete 
vacation cottage inside a 20! x 8' x 7' box, and 
have it sail respectably and be safe in a squall, 
involved several false starts, but on paper it now 
looks workable if you disregard the feelings of 
people who will think she degrades the scenery. 

A couple of people who share my taste for 
an occasional bizarre boat volunteered to build 
a prototype, but so far they haven’t reported on 
progress. 

DEesor 35% Tease Ie" a s'O~ 



MARINE SUPPLIES 
West System Epoxy - Great Prices 

Cheap Oars, Locks Paddles 

“/” TOHATSU 
Outboards 

Great Service - All Makes 

"We LOVE Sharpies” 

ON DISPLAY 

INDOORS 
\ LOTS OF 
\ PRE-OWNED 
\ SAILBOATS 
\ 

COM PAC 16, 19, 23, 27 
PRECISION 15, 18, 21, 23, 27 

O'DAY DAYSAILER 3 - O'DAY 240 
POINT JUDE 16 - SCOUT 11 

SAILING CANOES & DINGHIES 
FERNALD'S 

Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 
(508) 465-0312 
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Wouldn’ t you really rather sail a STOWNIE3 

Sailing a TOWNIE will bring those smiles to your face in most any 

sailing conditions, from ghosting a calm to tromping along in 20 knots. 

It's a boat that's been making people smile since 1932 when it first was 

built for summer camp fleets. Over the past 55 years more than 2,000 

TOWNIES have been built and enjoyed. Today we still build them in 

the same traditional way. Why change anything on a daysailer that brings 

such pleasure to its owners? We build TOWNIE hulls in traditional lap 

strake wooden construction or in fiberglass, either outfitted with Sitka 

spruce spars, all bronze fittings, and lots of varnished mahogany. 

Lowell, Co. In 2 

Lane’s End, Newbury, MA 01951 
(508) 462-7409 

Custom wooden boats; mast hoops; authentic nautical furnishing. 

BOATS & MOTORS, ETC. 
415 Shirley St., Winthrop, MA 02152 

(617) 846-7509 \.ups 

A new line of wood boat model kits designed 

for the would be boat builder. All kits with 

precision LASER cut parts, all first quality 

Seabird Yawl, $55 plus $4 shipping 
Send $1 for color photos and information. 

Pleasant Cove 
Models 

17 Potter Rd Framingham MA 01701 

UING THE EVOLU 
contin (EVER SINCE 1979) Tlon On. 

CE CIC 
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ELEGANT LITTLE YACHTS 
IN WOOD ANB GLASS 

-ANB ALL THAT GOES WITH THEM- 

STEVE KAULBACK CHARLOTTE, VT 05445 
802 425-3926 

PISCATAQUA 
SAILING WHERRY 
14'x47" hand laid fiberglass hull with 
solid mahogany gunwales and seats. 
Includes 65 sq. ft. sprit sail rig - 2 foot 
draft dagger board - one pair 7' oars - 
2 rowing stations 

BAY * MAINE BOATS 

Box 631, Kennebunkport, ME 
04046 

(207) 967-4282 



Wooden Boat Center 

© Established 1945 O 

© © AREY'S POND BOAT YARD 

APBY 12-14 CAT BOATS 

Sailing Instruction 
Hauling and Storage 

Boat Brokerage 
Mooring Rentals 

Boat Building Classes 
Rhodes 19 & Mariner Dealer 

ARNO DAY SKIFFS 

43 Arey's Lane, off Route 28 
South Orleans, MA 02662 

(508) 255-0994 

CHARLES W. AKERS 
BOaT BUILDING & REPAIR 

WOOD « STEEL * FIBERGLASS 

2816 AHERN DRIVE 

OrLANDO, FL 32817 

(407)058-0622 

607-547-2658 

Tom Krieg’s Boat Shop 
(At 6 Mile PointOn West Lake Road) 

PO BOX 1007 
COOPERSTOWN, NY 13326 

Woodenboat Restoration / Rigging 

CLUBHOUSE BOATWORKS 
217 S. River Clubhouse Rd. 
Harwood, Maryland 20776 

(410) 798-5356 

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM WOOD skiffs, 
prams, lapstrakes, and rowing boats. 
Dinghy repair and restoration, inlays, 
line splicing, varnishing, woodworking, 
and model building. 

Builders 

WILL BUILD ON COMMISSION: 

Sailing dories, daysailers or cruising boats to 

30'. LOA, built to your requirements. All of 
superior construction in wood at reasonable 
price. 

THE LANDING BOATSHOP 
P.O. Box 1490, Kennebunkport, ME 04046 

(207) 985-7976 

10'6"' ~ 20 Ibs. 
If the concept of a 10'6", 20 pound 
classic double paddle cruising canoe 
appeals to you as it did to Nessmuk 
back in the 1800's, send for free info 
and sample copy of my newsletter. 

Feather Canoes 
3080 N. WASHINGTON BLVD. 

SARASOTA, FL 34234 
(813) 953-7660 

Fiddichead Boatworks CH) 
Mike Collins 

Jennifer Schaafsma 

802-222-5583 

Kidder Road 

Rt. 1 Box 1060 

Bradford, VT 05033 

A full service boatshop for 
the small craft enthusiast 

Producing the Solo, a wooden 
double-paddle canoe 

> 

Tadichead Bortworks (3) 

a 
Repair * Refinish * Restore ~ oo aon 
Custom paint * Recanvas Paddles * Rentals 

Upholstery * Cane Accessories 
Balogh canoe sail ngs 

Old Town Canoes * Stearns PFD’s « Roleez 
Experienced hulls available for Restoration 

CHRIS STICKNEY 

BOATBUILDER 

@ Wooden Boat Restoration & Repair 

@ New construction 

@ Shop Rate $15/hr 

Box 146, St. George, ME 04857 
(207) 372-8543 

10'6"x3'10" LAPSTRAKE YACHT 
TENDER 

Designed circa 1890 
Cedar planking on oak frames 
Hackmatack knees & hard pine thwarts 
Copper & bronze fastenings 
Two rowing stations 
Weight 75 Ibs. - capacity 500 lbs. 

SUTHERLAND 
i) BOAT & COACH, inc. f 

4th Generation Boat Builder 
Builds & Restores: 

wooden sail/row boats, motor 
launches & ‘‘woodie’’ station wagons 

PAU: Se ea 

2 2258 Rte.S4A, Penn Yan, NY 14527 g§d 
‘ 315-536-2258 , 

Y, \ 
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Burt's Canoes 

Traditional Wood/Canvas Canoes 

BURT LIBBY 
(207) 268-4802 

Rt. 1, Box 1090 
Litchfield, ME 04350 

Woodstrip 

Watercraft a 

SMALL BOATS 

Built in modern wood construction. Also ac- 
cessories, supplies, restoration and repair. 
Custom design. 

AL BRATTON 
Builder 

(215) 326-9282 
1818 Swamp Pike 
Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

Melonseeds * Dorys 
Whitehalls * Catboats 

Traditional Small Craft-Built to Order 
Some Repairs 

MARC BARTO 
3823 Forrest School Rd. Smithsburg, MD. 21783 

(301) 416-0935 



CRUISING WHERRIES - REC SHELLS - 
DORIES - NORWALK ISLAND SHARPIES 

IN WOOD/EPOXY OR FIBERGLASS 

Ask about our new Rec Shell Kits 

HOGTOWN BAYOU BOATWORKS 
P. O. BOX 1281 

SANTA ROSA BEACH, FLORIDA 32459 

Specialists in Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 
HCR 32, Box 301, Small Pt, ME 04567 (207)389-1794/737-4143 

SOUTH COVE BOAT SHOP 
HAS MOVED) 

WOODEN BOAT BUILDING, REPAIRS 
AND RESTORATIONS 

For the past twelve years Rob Barker, at the South Cove Boat Shop, 
has been building dories, skiffs, dinghies, yacht tenders, punts, runabouts, 
and other traditionally designed and built wooden boats. Other boat shops 
have come and gone. We're still here, but we've moved. Our new and 
much larger shop represents our continued commitment to building high 
quality, custom built boats. If you are interested in having a traditional boat 
built for you, write us or give us a call. 

OUR NEW LOCATION PUTS US WITHIN REACH OF ALL 
NEW ENGLAND AND THE CHESAPEAKE BAY AREA. 

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF OUR NEW ADDRESS: 

Rob Barker South Cove Boat Shop 

615 Moyers Lane Easton, PA 18042 

Phone/Fax (215) 253-9210 

Coming soon: Beach Point 18' 

A glued lapstrake shoal draft beach cruiser 
in the canoe yawl tradition. 

Trailerable, two berths, portable head. 

18' or 20' length, 16" draft Radix 
centerplate or 24" full keel. 

Available at any level of 
completion from bare hull 
to sail away. 

Design catalogue: $5.00 : JE : = ees a - eee — 

ANTONIO DIAS/MDC 
193 TILLSON LAKE ROAD, WALLKILL, NY 12589 (914) 895-9165 
Marine Design & Construction 

Build 

A 

Boat 

Boatbuilding Instruction: 

North River Boatworks 
6B Elm St., Albany, NY 12202 518-434-4414 

Complete Design Services 

Custom Boatbuilding & Repair 

Fee 19’ Garvey 

Length: 19’ Hull Weight: 750 Ib. | Beam: 7’ HP Range: 40-90 

Call us about your next project or send $3.00 for 
our new expanded catalog of small boat plans. 

Robert W. Stephens 
Wooden Boats 
P.O. Box 464 # Searsport, 
Maine 04974 =® (207) 548-0129 

INDIANA BUILT BOATS 
SMALL BOATS FOR SAILING, ROWING AND PADDLING 
WOOD OR EPOXY/GLASS COMPOSITE CONSTRUCTION 

PADDLES, OARS, SPARS AND SAILS 

MATTHEW J. FALCONE Designer - Builder 
50 Sherry Lane 

Brownsburg, IN 46112 (317) 852-5513 
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PADDLES & OARS 
‘ ~. 

Maine Craftsmanship at it's 
finest. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

nt 8 TENA, 
(207) 866-4867 

COLL. = 
- Hand-crafted 5 m-) 
* Competitive 

P.0. Box a35 

WICOMICO CHURCH 

VA. R2A579 

(804) 580-87a3 

SAiL® 
SPECIALIZING IN SMALL-BOAT SAILS 

VOLVO PENTA 
Orr's Island Boat Works 

9, 18, 28 and 43 HP Diesel Engines 
Smaller Size, Less Weight 

Complete Package Including Reverse Gear 
Old Volvo Diesels Rebuilt 

Rt. 24, Box 731 
(800) 339-6777 
(Maine only) 

Orr's Island, ME 04066 

DOUGLAS FOWLER 
SAILMAKER 

Sails that will fit perfectly 

Sunfish? $150 
Laser® $225 

Sunfish and Laser are registered 
trademarks of Sunfish Laser, Inc. 

Dacron & Cotton 

Canoe Sails 

1182 East Shore Drive 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607) 277-0041 

(207) 833-5852 ~ 

Materials 
SL 

Supplies 

Orr's Island Boat Works 

AUTHORIZED 
DEALER 

9-170 HP DIESELS 

FULL PARTS INVENTORY 
EXPERT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Orr's Island, ME 04066 
1 (800) 339-6777 (207) 833-5852 
(Maine only) 

and 
HOLLOW 

D.P. Cooper Boat Building Inc, 
RR1 Box 267 

Hartland, Vermont 05048 
(802) 436-2640 

Mast Hoops 
Mast Hoop Fasteners @ 

Sail Hanks @ Parrel Beads 

@ Wood Cleats @ Wood 

Shell Blocks @ Deadeyes 
® Belaying Pins @ 
Bullseves @ Custom Bronze 
Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc. 
Lane's End 

Newbury, MA 01950 

(508) 462-7409 
Custom wooden boats mast hoops 

authontr matical turmishings 

POLYESTER RESIN 
5 Gal. Pain 1 Gal. 

$70.00 ea. $15.50 ea. 
4 or more 

$14.50 ea. 

FIBERGLASS = WIDE SELECTION BY THE YARD OR ROLL - FOR EXAMPLE 

Mat 1-1/2 oz. 38" - $2/yd @ Roving 24 oz. 38" - $3/yd. @ Cloth 10 oz. 38" - $4.05/yd 

SILICON BRONZE WOOD SCREWS - MANY SIZES FROM 3/4X8 AT $4.80 TO 3X16 AT $40.50 
ALSO STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS AND BRONZE RING NAILS 

GLOUCESTER PAINTS - THE COMPLETE LINE AT 40% & 50% OFF LIST PRICE 
SYSTEM THREE EPOXY RESINS 

MERTON'S FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 399, E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Tel (413) 736-0348 To Order Call Toll Free 1 (800) 333-0314 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST - WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN USA 

= >) 
- “ J 

Wood Canoe 
Hardware 

CANOE HARDWARE: !/2", "/16", 7/9” 

canoe tacks; a" oval brass stem bands; 

| clenching irons; '/16" bronze carriage 
bolts; canoe plans; clear white cedar. 

Price list available. NORTHWOODS 

CANOE SHOP, RFD #3, Box 118—2A, 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. 

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 

Flitches 4/4, 5/4, 6/4 thick to 16' 

long. Some other sizes and grades 

available. Limited quantity, all 

rough sawn. Call or write for info. 

J.D. ENGLAND CO. 
HCR Box 337, Urbanna, VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
We have the old Atlas Co. machines. Pure 
hard drawncopper. Just the thing for lapstrake 
canoes, skiffs, dories. 3 diameters, 1/16", 
3/32", 1/8". 10 sizes, 3/4" - 1-1/4". 
Send $1 for sample packet and info, 

STRAWBERRY BANKE, INC. 

GAMSELL 
HUNTER 
SAILMAKERS 
Cotton and Dacron Sails 
STANDING AND RUNNING RIGGING 

(207) 236-3561 
16 Limerock Street, Camden, 

Maine 04843 

(With Catalyst) 
Finest Quality - Always Fresh 

20 or more 

$14.00 ea. 
4 pails or more 

$67.50 ea. 

COD 



"Wee Punkin” has traditional good looks, is fun 

to build from inexpensive materials, and her 
performance will delight you. Innovative foam 
core deck and ample flotation make her extra 
safe and comfortable. She is ideal for children 
if they can get her away from dad. Truly a 
breakthrough in small boat design. Hit of the 
Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. No 
lofting. Plans with full size station patterns and 
detailed instructions. $36. SASE for more info. 

GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 
Rt. 1, Box 75, Collbran, CO 81624 

BUILD SEGUIN! 

SEGUIN is a sleek 42 Ibs of 4 mm ply and epoxy 
packaged in an attractive Greenland design. 

Easy-to-follow plans are accompanied by 40-page 
instruction manual. Simple stitch-and-giue 
construction. No jig or lofting required. 

Rob Bryan PO Box 475, Woolwich. ME 04579 

SWAMP YANKEE BOATS 
Plans, Stencils, Kits, Boats 

Plans & Instructions for Solo Canoe 
$15.00 

Robert W. Sparks 

36 Soundview Hgts. 
Branford, CT 

(203) 488-5932 06405 

DENNIS DAVIS DESIGNS 
A range of thirteen small craft featuring the 
unique DK method of round bilge construction, 
or the well-proven stitch-and-tape method. Only 
two 8'x4' sheets of ply required foreach boat and 
no moulds, jigs or lofting! Two dollar bills bring 
our illustrated leaflet. 

9 Great Burrow Rise, Northam, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 1TB ENGLAND 

AFFORDABLE SLIDINGSEAT ROWING 
Build your own drop-in rig for canoes & 
skiffs. Detailed construction plans & 

$23. Plans/manual for manual 

lightweight sculling oars (9'9") $17. 
Owen Cecil, Box 634,Oscoda, MI 48750 

Plans for Canoes, Seakayaks, and 

Historic Decked Canoes. 

Or, Sail your Canoe! 

Send $1 for Info to: 
Island Canoe 

3556-M West Blakely Ave. 

LAKE WATERCRAFT 
The "Chewonki" sea kayak & other ele- 
gant, easy to build plywood renditions 
of traditional eskimo & native American 
craft. 

PLANS - KITS - BOATS 
David A. Lake RR3 Box 845, Wiscasset, 
ME 04578, (207) 443-6677 

DIABLO: 15’ by 5' by 30 MPH 
With 20-25 hp, she’s a tight-turning speedster. Load half-a-ton 
aboard, throttle her down, and she’s a seagoing workhorse. A 
second-generation Instant Boat, DIABLO fully exploits the flexi- 
bility of Tack-and-Tape construction to give you an easy-to-build, 
dynamically designed hull that’s superbly at home on the water. 

PLEASE SEND ME: O Complete construction plans and instruc- 
tions for $25.00 O Study plan packet for Diablo and 30 other 
easy-to- build Instant Boats for $5.00 
BOOKS: Q Instant Boats, $15.00 QO Build the New Instant Boat, 
$19.95 O Go Build Your Own Boat, $20.00 O Build the Instant 
Catboat, $9.95 Q How to Build the Gloucester Light Dory, 
$7.95 O' Keeping a Cutting Edge: Saw Filing, $7.95 Q Boat 
Modeling with Dynamite Payson, $18.95 Add $1.00 S&H 

Name 

Street 

City. State Zip 

Harold H. Payson & Co. 
Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach Road ¢ South Thomaston, ME 04858 

207-594-7587 

16' x 28" 
KAYAK 

13'x30" DOUBLE PADDLE CANOE 

TAPED SEAM PLYWOOD 

NO JIGS - NO LOFTING 

$15 PLANS - $1 INFO ON 14 BOATS 

JIM MICHALAK 
118 E. RANDALL, LEBANON, IL 

62254 

BOOSIE boa 
Plans & Kits 

- Full size patterns 

* Instruction manual 

* Design portfolio 

send $2.00 

MONFORT ASSOCIATES 
RFD 2 Box 416 - Wiscasset, Maine 04578 

Capt. Pete Culler's Plans | 
GEORGE B. KELLEY 
20 LOOKOUT LANE 

HYANNIS, MASS 02601 
TEL. (508) 775-2679 

One hundred and one traditional designs 

from a 9-foot pram to a 125-foot Tern 

schooner. Send $1 for pnee list. 

=e 

Simple plywood/epoxy construction. No fiberglass. Modest material cost and 
construction time. Paddle drawings included. $30. Send stamped, self- 
addressed envelope for study plan. 

DICK NEWICK, 5 Sheppard's Way, Kittery Point, ME 03905 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder from 
10' launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32' blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog defining 
specs, plans, contents, prices, etc. 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on small boat 
designs written through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A., considered by many to have been one of 
the outstanding marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $1 per page. All articles include 
line drawings, offsets, etc. that you can use. Send $2 for catalog listing 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD, WAYZATA, MN 55391 (612) 473-2360 



Cllassitied Miasketpllace 
WANTED. 16' or 17' Morris canoe in restorable cond. 

GIL CRAMER, Rt. #4, Bryan, OH 43506, (419) 636- 
1689 aft 3pm. (1) 

WANTED. Used sea kayak, would like Sea Lion but 
will look at others. 
DON LANGLEY, P.O. Box 507, Amesbury, MA 
01913, (508) 388-3200. (1) 

WANTED. Spars & sails for Bolger Micro. Preferably 
gd cond, preferably cheap. Will buy part or all. 
NORMAN CASEY, 6720 NW 24 Ct. Margate, FL 
33063. (1) 

WANTED. 2-cyl 18hp Saab diesel w/reversing prop. 
GENE GIFFORDS, E. Islip, NY, (516) 234-1350, 10- 
3, M-F. (1) 

WANTED. Donations sought by the all volunteer, not 
for profit Ferry Sloops Inc. Boats, other equipment, 
gear, outboard motors, electronics, all in working 
order for fund raising. Tax deductible. 
STEVE WADDLETON, White Plains, NY, (914) 
969-5822. (3) 

WANTED. Back issues of “Messing About in Boats” 
& “WoodenBoat”. Complete collections or separate 
issues. Also boat building books. 
RONALD KILBURN, P.O. Box 326, Oriental, NC 
28571, (919) 249-0508. (1) 

WANTED. Boatbuilding tools & equipment; Band 
saw, table saw, planes, clamps, router, etc. Gd cond 

only. 
RONALD KILBURN, P.O. Box 326, Oriental, NC 
28571, (919) 249-0508. (1) 

WANTED. Cal 21 sloop w/trir in fair to gd cond. 
JOSEPH SPALDING, 110 E. Lake Rd., Skaneateles, 
NY 13152. (1) 

ORIGO 1500 ALCOHOL STOVE, used | hr. List 
$179. Yours for $110 incl shipping. 
TOM SHAW, 3915 Appleton Way, Wilmington, NC 
28412, (919) 395-1867. (1) 

15’x6' FG LAUNCH HULL, dbl ended, full sections 
& deep, wooden deck, storage under seats. W/bronze 

strut, stuffing boxes, rudder, SS shaft. On trir, $500. 
Palmer PW27 |-cyl engine, reverse gear, starter/gen- 
erator, prop, etc., $375. Antique hrdwre & rack & 

pinion runabout steerers, Century shift handle, lifting 
eyes, mast light, cleats, thru hulls, etc. Tanbark lugsail, 
mast & sprit from 15" boat. 
BILL NEDDERMAN, Middletown, RI, (401) 849- 
2050 eves. (1) 

THISTLE CLASS SLOOP, FG w/oak trim, 1960. All 
set to sail, comp! w/galv Holsclaw trlr. Vy fast & lots 
of fun, 2 sets sails incl spinnaker. Seats 3-4 comforat- 
bly. Asking $2,500, reasonable offers considered. 
PAUL CLEMENTI, 149 E. Lake Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850, (607) 277-0909. (1) 

14'DORY, handcrafted of mahogany ply w/mahogany 
decks, cedar gunwales, cane seats w/seat backs & 

bronze oar sockets. Can be paddled as canoe, weighs 
60 Ibs. Asking $900. 
JOHN HUNTER, Burlington, CT, (203) 583-2271 
eves. (1) 

18’6" WE-NO-NAH CANOE, Jensen mixed mara- 
thon kevlar racing canoe w/self bailer. Bought it new 
for $1,600 but never got to use it. Asking $900. 
JOHN HUNTER, Burlington, CT, (203) 583-2271 
eves. (1) 

CANOE PADDLES, Black Buck kevlar racing or 

cruising bent-shaft paddles, 52" long, 1 | oz. weight. 
New, never got to use them. List for $165 ea, will sell 
for $65 ea. 
JOHN HUNTER, Burlington, CT, (203) 583-2271 
eves. (1) 
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
FOR PERSONALLY OWNED BOAT RELATED 
ITEMS. EACH AD WILL AUTOMATICALLY 
APPEAR IN TWO CONSECUTIVE ISSUES. FUR- 
THER PUBLICATION OF ANY AD MAY BEHAD 
ON REQUEST. A ONE-TIME CHARGE OF $8 
WILL BE MADE FOR ANY PHOTOGRAPH IN- 
CLUDED WITH ANY AD TO COVER THE COST 
TO US OF THE NECESSARY HALFTONE. NON- 
SUBSCRIBERS AND BUSINESSES MAY PUR- 
CHASE CLASSIFIED ADS AT $.10 PER WORD 
PER ISSUE. TO ASSURE ACCURACY PLEASE 
TYPE OR CLEARLY PRINT AD COPY. MAIL TO 
‘BOATS’, 29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984. 
PLEASE NO TELEPHONED ADS. 

19' GRUMMAN CANOE, square stern, 1989, $450. 
1982 Evinrude 4hp OB, remote tank, new waterpump 
& tune up from too much storage. Low hours. $400. 

EDWARD JAY, S. Windham, ME, (207) 854-0037. 

(1) 

12' GAFF RIG SLOOP; complete rebuild, oval 
coamings, bowsprit, like new. Must be seen. $5,000. 
R.K. WILMES, E. Haddam, CT, (203) 873-1051. (1) 

15' LAPSTRAKE DOUBLE ENDER, rowing, sail- 
ing, canoe style. Sliding gunter rig. Pine planked w/ 
oak frames, oak sheer, natural crook breasthooks & 
stems. Vy gd shape. $1,000. 
RICK BARKHUFF, 61 Dyer St., Saco, ME 04072. (1) 

11-1/2.NEW ZEALAND RACING DINGHY, molded 
plywood construction. 20' mast, 6' daggerboard, fully 
battened cotton main sail. Vy unusual & vy fast. $800. 
RICK BARKHUFF, 61 Dyer St., Saco, ME04072. (1) 

13-1/2' PLYWOOD OB BOAT, motor & trir. Deck, 
windshield, steering wheel & controls. Real nice little 

fishing boat. $800. 
RICK BARKHUFF, 61 Dyer St., Saco, ME04072. (1) 

16' ULTRA LIGHT DORY, 70 Ibs. Thomas Hill bit, 
new in April ’92. used vy little, perfect, stored inside. 
Cost new $2,400, will sell for $1,000. 
BILL EVERETT, Monroe, NH, (603) 638-2370, (1) 

BRAND NEW ’92 SUNFISH, still in box. Yellow 
sail. Price a new one, then buy mine for only $1,200. 
CHUCK FLETT, 9157 Colchester Ridge Rd., Knox- 
ville, TN 37922, (615) 690-6416. (1) 

FOLDING SINGLE KAYAK, fastest folding kayak 
made (keeps up w/all the hardshells). Seavivor, blt like 
a Klepper, only longer & sleeker, red cordura deck w/ 
black hull. Incl spray skirt, handsome storage bags 
(one w/backpack straps) & 2 accessory bags. Like 
new! Cost over $3,000, sell for $1,750. Also lg blue 
Patagonia paddling jacket w/waterproof front pocket 
& neoprene neck & cuffs, like new. $35. 
SCOTT IVES, McLean, VA, (703) 536-5024. (1) 

19-1/2’ LAPSTRAKE SKIFF, sprit rigged, designed 
by Walt Simmons & bit by Acolus. Beautiful winegalss 
stern. Spruce on oak. W/galv trlr & cover. $2,200. 
JEFF SAAR, San Diego, CA, (619) 669-4965. (1) 

9’6" NUTSHELL PRAM. Wooden Boat School bit. 
Sailed about 1 hr. Tanbark sail, boat cover, Cox trlr. 
Consignment boat. Asking $2,000, boat & trlr. 
THE DINGHY PLACE, Westbrook, CT, (203) 399- 
7142. (1P) 

CANOE, KAYAK OR SAIL from salt marsh back- 
yard of immaculate | rm seaside cottage w/deck, on 
Cape Cod. SlIps 4 max. $425/weekly. 
DAVID PUTNAM, Wilbraham, MA, (413) 596-4900. 
(1) 

1949 CHAMPION OB, 4.2hp. runs grt, will demo. 
$200 or BO. 
BOATS & MOTORS, Winthrop, MA, (617) 846- 
75309. (1) 

20' SHARPIE SKIFF, in our boat shop in Winthrop, 
MA on trir. Nds minimum of paint work, we can help. 
Will sell, but would rather keep & let you use all the 
time. 

BOATS & MOTORS, Winthrop, MA, (617) 846- 
7509. (1) 

21'SEA PEARL, 1988. Leeboards, ballast tanks, teak 
trim, convertible cabin, motor mount, galv trlr. $4,500. 

DANE MARTINDELL, Lakehurst, NJ, (908) 657- 
5135. (1) 

32' ALUMINUM MAST, 72" spreaders tip to tip, 8" 
diameter. Formerly on Coronado 27. Exc cond, rigged. 
$700 or offer. Full set dacron sails, vy gd toexc. 150% 
genoa (261.225) 4.4 wt. Main (128.25) 6.8 wt. Work- 
ing jib (165.4425) 6.0 wt. Call for price. 
RONALD LESKO, Setauket, NY, (516) 941-9134. 

(1) 

32' NOVA SCOTIA LOBSTER BOAT, pleasure boat/ 
liveaboard last 3 yrs. BIt in 1952, recent Ford gas V- 
8, exhaust, deck, pilothouse, glassed from keel to 
cabin top. Strong & tight, classic lines. Lying 
Saugerties, NY, deliver anywhere. $5,000 OBO. 
CHRIS MULLEN, Denver, NY, (607) 326-4508. (1) 

FG DINGHY, 7’11"x3’10". Poss Dyer Dow. Oars, 
bronze oarlocks, sail rig w/wooden spars, canvas 
gunwale fender. New paint & varnish interior, hand 
trir. $750. 
JAMES FLINT, Westport, CT, (203) 226-0595 eves. 

(1) 

18°9" TRUSCOTT 1948 all-about. Hull #18. Nds full 
restoration. Chrysler Crown 11 5hp engine runs well. 
1/2" mahogany planking, 5/8" cedar bottom. W/trlr. 
$2,100. 17' Boyd Martin OB runabout, 1929. Nds 
compl restoration. W/trlr. $500. 
DON SPRING, Granby, CT, (203) 653-3660 eves. (1) 

MARINE HEAD. Brydon Boy, Canadian MAke. 
China bowl. Gd shape but nds new gaskets, etc which 
are readily available. $10 or BO. 
JAY MOORE, 12 Higgins Rd., Marblehead, MA 
01945, (617) 631-9454. (1) 

14' BLUE JAY #1778, wooden classic in exc cond w/ 

trir. $900. 
TOM CALLIS, Wyndmoor, PA, (215) 233-3913. (1) 

1929 24" CHRIS CRAFT COMMUTER made from a 
triple cockpit. M engine, Hull #2314. $14,000 or BO. 
Trlr, tubular frame, 30' long w/triple axles. Home- 
made. $1,100. 
ERWIN LAITENBERGER, Rochester, NY, (716) 
594-8533 eves. (1) 

BOATS FOR SALE: 15' Century OB, mahogany 
lapstrake. $200. 15' Lyman OB, solid hull. $650. 17' 
antique inboard runabout, some hrdwre incl. $200. 
1938 22' Chris Craft Deluxe Utilty, nds restoration. 
$750. 14' FG launch hull, gd for steam or small 
inboard. $400. 14' Old Town rowboat, good solid hull. 
pt Also 1948 10hp Mercury OB, gd original cond. 
150. 

JOHN KNICKERBOCKER, P.O. Box 6242, 
Brattleboro, VT 05301, (802) 254-4005 or (802) 258- 
3044. (1) 

LONESOME BAY BOAT, a modern replication of a 
16' 1912 Old Town “Double-Ended Boat”. Fast and 
stable under oar, sail, paddle or small outboard. This 
is a perfect multi-purpose boat for the sportsman, 
camp owner and family. For its length it is one of the 
most versatile boats built today. Light and responsive, 
its classic early Maine styling and modern materials 
hull provide you with low maintenance and much 
pride of ownership. A wide option list enables us to 
custom build each boato your specifications. 
INDIAN POINT GUIDEBOAT CO., 732 Midland 
Ave., Midland, PA 15059, (412) 643-5457, (412) 643- 
6001. (EOD) 



W.J. SIMMONS “SUNRISE” DINGHY. Cedar on 
oak, bright mahogany sheer & thwarts. Varnished & 
leathered 8' oars. New sprit rig, new sail w/mast hoops. 

New Seitech launching dolly & new custom acrylan 
cover. Must go to a good home. $1,000 firm, much 
more invested. 
C.J. TRINGALL, Severna Park, MD, (410) 987-5895. 
(1) PHOTO 

WANTED. Used Boat trIr, single axle suitable to carry 
a Herreshoff 12-1/2 sailboat 16' long & 1,600 Ibs. 
BILL FECYCH, Winchester, MA, (617) 729-8172. 
(24) 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELL sliding seat rowing boat 
comp! w/Oarmaster & 9’9" oars, or will sell sepa- 
rately. 
MARTIN EZRA, Lansdowne, PA, (215) 622-1600. 

(24) 

KLEPPER SEA KAYAK w/sail rig, never used, like 
new cond. 

MARTIN EZRA, Lansdowne, PA, (215) 622-1600. 

(24) 

10°11"x29" KAYAK, wood/epoxy, varnished, gd for 

fishing or streams. BIt 1992, asking $400. 
RICHARD NILSON, Mt. Holly, NJ, (609) 261-5973 
eves. (24) 

TWO RESTORED WOODEN CATBOATS. 18' 
Fenwick Williams w/Atomic 4 engine. 14' daysailer, 
many extras incl long shaft ob. 
CHARLIE SECOR, New London, CT, (203) 443- 
3686. (24) 

NIMBLE 20 dble ended yawl, 4-stroke ob in well. 

Green, foam core hull, tanbark sails, trlr, cover, many 
options, cruise ready. Have to sell, any reasonable 

offer. 
DOUG BACON, Woodstock, CT, (203) 974-3505. 

(24) 

KLEPPER SAILING RIG, in original bags. Incl sail, 
leeboards, rudder, pedals, all original parts. Unused. 
Rare opportunity for Klepper kayaker. $275 or BO. 
G. ROSEN, Newton, MA, (617) 527-7293. (24) 

16'GREAT PELICAN PROJECT, hull almost compl, 

spars glued & sanded. New sails w/roller furling jib. 
CB, rudder, all wood need to finish. Occume ply/ 
epoxy. $2,000 OBO. 
RALPH MERRIMAN, Seattle, WA, (206) 776-0661 
eves, (206) 545-5076 days. (24) 

MESS AROUND WITH BOATS (ours or yours) 
directly on Cape Cod Bay summer 1993. Charming 
beach house, slps 5, recently renovated, private beach. 
$1,900 2 wks, $3,600/month. 
CAPT.KEN HASSETT, Box 451, Dennis, MA 02638, 
(508) 385-2539. (24) 

WANTED Gloucester Type VI light dory, new or 
used in New England area. 
STEVE MASCIOLI, 4204 Alden Dr., Edina, MN 
55416, (612) 930-6440 days, (612) 920-7648 eves. 

(24) 

WANTED. Piantedosi sliding seat rowing unit w/or 
wo/oars. 

STEVE MASCIOLI, 4204 Alden Dr., Edina, MN 
55416, (612) 930-6440 days, (612) 920-7648 eves. 

(24) 

DROP-IN SLIDING SEAT ROWING RIG for ca- 
noes, shells, traditional pulling boats. This is proto- 

from which we have been selling plans since 
1984. Nds only wheels, track & oarlocks, all available 

from rowing suppliers. $125. W/9’9" Ightwt wooden 
sculling oars, $250. Pickup in northern Michigan, 
water wonderland. 

OWEN CECIL, Box 634, Oscoda, MI 48750. (24) 

22' FRIENDSHIP SLOOP, wood, vy gd cond, diesel, 
nice overnighter/weekender. Sailaway $9,000. 
HOLT VIBBER, 5 Soljer Dr., Waterford, CT 06385. 

(24) 

CAPRI 14.2, immaculate cond, 3 sails, 2hp ob, galv 

trir, Harken hrdwre, clinometer, extras, sailed only in 

fresh water. Will consider delivery within 100 miles. 
$2,950 or BO. 

RON MAGEN, 433 Maple Ave., North Hills, PA 
19038, (215) 885-5629. (24) 

NORTHERN WHITE CEDAR, 4/4 rough. Select 
grade$ 1.30/BF, #2 grade $.95/BF. Assorted Douglas 
fir & mahogany marine plywood. Sitka spruce, 2x6 
rough, $6/BF. 
NATE CAREY, Grantham, NH, (603) 643-3658 days, 
(603) 863-2915 eraly eves & wknds. (24) 

1988 PEEP HEN 14’, blue w/tanbark sail, sail cover, 

Bimini, camper enclosure, galv trir (tilt), 2-1/2hp 
Evinrude, exc cond. $5,400. 
DARREL ROBLA, Carthage, NY, (315) 493-4554. 

(24) 

WANTED. 20-25 sq ft jib, used, for use to balance 
reefed main in stronger winds on O’Day Javelin. 
MARTIN COOPERMAN, 2613 Princeton Rd., Cleve- 
land Heights, OH 44118, (216) 321-3711 home, (216) 
687-2187 work. (24) 

SLIDING SEAT ROWING RIG converts canoe, kayak 
or rowboat to effient powerful stroke. Exc aerobic 
exercise. Blt to last, tubular stainless steel constr. 
MARTIN EZRA, Lansdowne, PA, (215) 622-1600. 

(24) 

RL24' SAILBOAT, 1974, swing keel draw 11", FG, 
roomy cuddy cabin, black anodized spars, sloop rig, 

all lines lead to cockpit, sails, trailerable. An unusual 

worthwile boat designed by Robert Legg NA. Must 
sell, $3,500 or BO. 
MARTIN EZRA, Lansdowne, PA, (215) 622-1600. 

(24) 

13' CANADIAN MOLDED PLY WOOD OB, ca 1954. 
Underdeck decal reads:” Paceships Molded Boats, the 
Finest Afloat. Made in Canada by. Indusatrial Ship- 
ping Co. Ltd., Mahone Bay NS.” Exc orig cond w/ 
wheel & remote controls for “green” Johnson. Boat 
only, no motor or trir. $375. 
BOB OCHENAS, 204 W. Dudly St., Maumee, OH 
43537, (419) 893-6912. (24) 

20' ST. LAWRENCE RIVER SKIFF, bit 1989 by 
Wm. Clements Boat Builder to modified lines from 
Mystic Seaport. Constr is glued lap plywood epoxy 
coated & finished bright. Has folding CB from Spring- 
field Fan Centerboard Co., & is rigged as gunter ketch. 
Vy fast under sail or oars. Maintained in like-new 
cond, 
GARDNER BALDWIN, 1904 Nantucket, Houston, 
TX 77057, (713) 789-6319. (1) 

28' L.F. HERRESHOFF “ROZINANTE” KETCH, 
FG hull, mahogany house, new Awlgrip, self-bailing 
cockpit. Cruising layout below. 8hp Vire IB on 
centerline. Exc cond throughout. $7,000. 
FULL SEA, Greenport, NY, (516) 734-7409. (24) 

There is nothing — absolutely nothing — 

half eo much worth doing e 

as amply messing about in boats. 

MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS? Do it in top quality, 
100% cotton, silkscreened T-shirts featuring original 
drawing and famous quotation from “The Wind in the 
Willows”. Short sleeve $16.50; light blue or tan, 

S,M,L,XL. Long sleeve $21.00, light blue, M,L,XL. 
THE DESIGN WORKS, Dept MC, P.O. Box 3394, 
Silver Spring, MD 20918. 

16’ MARTIN APPLEDORE POD rowing shell, comp! 

w/oars & sliding seat. Bright cedar, perfect, $5,000 
new, steal for $2,200. 
PETER CORCORAN, Kennebunkport, ME, (207) 
967-8658. (4P) 

EXPERIENCE YOUR DREAMS. Live aboard a tra- 
ditional 36' British channel cutter, comfortable 
accomodations for couples or family. Vacation in the 

Florida Keys winters or on CapeCod summers, enjoy 
bed & breakafast weekends at $95 or custom arranged 
weekly or monthly charters. 
CHRIS SPOHR, Tavernier, FL, (305) 852-0395. (1P) 

10' DECKED CANOE, FG w/mahogany coaming & 
rub rails. Red w/grey deck. Like new. Incl double 
paddle. $290. 
P.ROSSMANN, 25C Broad St., Charleston, SC 29401, 
(803) 723-3213 days, (803) 795-4405 eves. (24) 

INVENTORY CLEARANCE: 10°6" Wee Lassie solo 
canoes, cedar strip WEST system, weigh only 23 lbs. 
Exquisitely hand crafted, $995 plus shipping/delivery. 
BRAGG HOLLOW BOATWORKS, P.O. Box 95, 
Halcottville, NY 12438, (914) 586-3101 days, (607) 
326-4071 eves. (24P) 

MARINE PAINTING. Hulls, bottoms, intenots & 
brightwork done at reasonable rates. We serve most of 
Connecticut & Rhode Island shoreline. 

SHORTWORK MARINE PAINTING, W. Mystic, 
CT, (203) 447-9273. (24P) 

QUALITY WOOD/CANVAS CANOES, 16' & 17' 
long, featuring decoratively engraved decks, half ribs, 
scuplted thwarts, yokes & carrying handles. From 
$1,840 (CND). Complete repairs to wood/canvas ca- 
noes. Lateen rigged canoe sailing kits. Custom made 
paddles. 
ARBOR VITAE CANOES, P.O. Box 1916, Sussex, 
NB EOE IPO, Canada, (506) 433-2013. (24) 

16’ DECKED SAILING CANOE, aluminum hull, 
compl rig incl ACA lateen sail. May be used w/or wo/ 

outrigger & pontoon. $395. 
BILL NEWCOMB, Calabasas, CA, (818) 222-4316. 

(24) 

28' SHEARWATER by Edey & Duff. Airex foam 
shoalwater cruiser. Sprit rig w/leeboards. 6" draft, 

1,850 Ibs, w/2-axle trir. 2 giant dbl berths, propane 

stove w/oven & grill, icebox for 80 Ib block, new 7.5 
Honda, solar panel, backporch, jib, Has single and 

double handed Bahamas. Price reduced. 

LEE MARTIN, 11490 Deer Creek Dr., College Sta- 

tion, TX 77845, (409) 776-8380. (24) 

WANTED. Spinnaker pole about 9-1/2' long or longer, 
wood or aluminum. Even just the end fittings would 

help. 
JOHN ROMMELFANGER, 25 Hilltop Ave., Lexing- 

ton, MA 02173. (24P) 

20' SHARK CATAMARAN, fully restored, 2 sets 

sails, w/trir. 20knots plus potential, trade for 15' West 

Wight Potter. Shark worth approx $3,000. 

BILL WEYMOUTH, RFD 1, Box 1265, Palermo, ME 

04354, (207) 993-2829. (24) 29 



WAYFARER, professioanlly blt Cobble Hillkit using 
West System w/bruynzeel ply, Proctor spars & Harken 
hrdwre, compI cruising setup w/boom tent, may spares, 
compl documenation & HD trlr. Quality hard to find 
Wayfarer for just $5,900. Consider a fantastic Way- 
farer vacation in the Washington San Juan Islands. 
Send $5 for compl info package. 
RON MUELLER, P.O. Box 4330, Bellingham, WA 
98227, (206) 738-8059. (24) 

30' COLD MOLDED SLOOP, 1984, 4,700 Ibs, west- 
em red cedar/epoxy hull, teak deck, lead fin keel. 
$15,000 or BO, Call for details & pictures. 
GAVIN WATSON, CT, (203) 438-2575 eves, (203) 
932-3000 days. (24) 

STARCRAFT 14 aluminum boat, exc cond, set up for 

fishing, center console steering, 40hp Mariner motor 
w/extremely low hrs, galv trlr. Swap for West Wight 
Potter or sell for $3,500 or BO. 
BOB JONES, Oakland, NJ, (201) 405-0399 eves, 
(201) 641-7200 days. (2) 

CLASSIC 17'CONCORDIA SLOOPBOAT designed 
& bit by Pete Culler 1966. Cedar on oak, natural pine 
decks, spruce spars, cb. Gaff rigged, new sails & 
cockpit cover 1991. In Ist class ready to sail cond. 
Custom trlr incl. $5,900 or BO. 
HIRAM P. MAXIM, Lyme, CT, (203) 434-9499. (24) 

30 

16' BOLGER MICRO (see cover Nov. Ist issue), slps 
2 in cabin, seats 6 in Ig cockpit. Epoxy coated AC 
plywood hull, teak decks, rudder & trim, 1" rope 

rubrail. green sails & hull. 8hp Mariner & 2 tanks;. 
Running & cabin lights, VHF, anchor, compass, galv 

tandem trlr. all in gd shape. This boat tums heads and 
is the source of dockside chats wherever she goes. 
Non-boaters always think she is an antique! Stable and 
easy to sail. A great mini camping yacht for lakes, 
rivers and coastal sailing. Arrival of new boat moti- 
vates price reduction from $3,600 to $2,500 or BO. 
Delivery possible. 
MARTIN STEVENS, Black Mountain, NC (704) 
669-8863. 

1955 18'SHEPHERD RUNABOUT w/6 cyl Chrysler 

V-drive, on tandem trir, under restoration. $8,500. 
1949 48 cu in hydroplane w/full race Crosley engine, 
compl restored on original trir. Blt by late Chuck 
Thompson. $6,800. 4 cyl Gray Marine engine, model 
4-91-9000 compl, $350. Shp Chris Craft OB, $250. 
ROY ROYAL, Richmond, MI, (313) 727-7320 aft 
6pm. (24) 

low draft leeboard sharpie coastal cruising ketch, blt 
1962 under L.F.’s supervision. Cedar & yellow pine 
on white oak, authentic L.F.H. hrdwre, 1 Shp Yanmar 
diesel (250 hrs) VHF, propane stove, porta potti, etc. 
Cabin slps4 incomfort, 6 ina pinch, Exc cond. Further 
reduced to $11,000. 
BOB SILVIUS, 20 Wolf’s Neck Rd., Freeport, ME 
04032, (207) 865-3947. (24) 

SMALL CRAFT. Sailing dinghy, 11' Robin, classic 
Rhodes design, exc, w/trlr, $1,250. Canoe. Old Town 
Pack, 12' solo, 33 Ibs, used once, $375. Kayak. 
Whitewater or flat, 10’6", commercial grade hypalon 
inflatable, exc, $450. 
JIM ALEXANDER, Philadelphia, PA, (215) 667- 
5961. (24) 

WINDSURFERS. Hull, fin, straps only. ’92 Bic Astro 
Rock Race Tec, 9’4", new, $495. Seatreand Race 
Board 249 Litnes 12’4", rare, $595. Mistral new 
Malibu, $500. Div. Il Olympic Class displacement 
hull, $350. 
JIM ALEXANDER, Philadelphia, PA, (215) 667- 
5961. (24) 

EXPERIMENTAL TRIMARAN, 16' single hander, 
glass, unsinkable double ender. Kick-up leeboards & 
rudder, full batten main, self tending jib, 5' Harken 
traveler & car, Shaefer mainsheet blocks, custom trlr. 
Owner antique. Best offer over $1,000. 
DICK RANDALL, Cherokee Village, AR, (501) 257- 
4337. (24) 

23-1/2' DYER AUX C/B SLOOP, 1932. 4 cyl Palmer 
2:1, tabernacle mast, African mahogany on white oak. 
Slps 2, 4 if you’re friendly. All ground tackle & extra 
parts. $6,500 firm. 
KEVIN HENEBURY, Fairhaven, MA, (508) 997- 
3705. (24) 

20' ST. LAWRENCE RIVER SKIFF. Bit 1989 by 
Wm. Clements Boatbuilder to modified lines from 
Mystic Seaport. Constr is glued lap plywood epoxy 
coated & finished bright. Boat has folding CB from 
Springfield Fan Centerboard Co., and is rigged as 
gunter ketch. This boat is vy fast under sail or oars. It 
has been maintained in like new cond. 
GARDNER BALDWIN, 1904 Nantucket, Houston, 
TX 77057, (713) 789-6319. (2) 



16°) SWAMPSCOTT DORIES. We've built 185 of 
these wonderful boats since 1976, and they have built 
a legend for their versatile performance, quality con- 
struction and beauty. They sail, row and motor. Rug- 

ged fiberglass hull, abundant teak woodwork, pol- 
ished brass and bronze hardware and gleaming 
brightwork. A simple but elegant craft that lets you 
become intimate with the real pleasures of boating. 
Kits available. Video available, $10. 
CRAWFORD BOATBUILDING, Box 430, 
Humarock, MA 02047, (617) 837-3666. (TFP) 

DELIGHTFUL WATER DOME, Key Largo, like 
having your own island! Spacious vacation studio 
with sundeck, afloat on Florida Bay. Includes sailboat 
, motorboat, spectacular views, privacy. Sleeps 4. 
$595/week. 
SHOAL WATER CRUISES, Key Largo, FL, (305) 
451-0083. (TFP) 

15°WEST WIGHT POTTER, gunter rig, British 
Seagull 3.5hp, anchor, pulpit, cockpit & cabin cush- 
ions, trlr, extras. Safe & stable. $1,995. 
JOHN SOKOLNICKI, Lyme, CT, (203) 434-2680. 
(24P) 

KELLS 21' SAILBOAT, 1974, swing keel, cuddy 
cabin, fully equipped w/compass, porta-potti, safety 
gear, dinghy. MUST SELL! $3,100 w/brand new 
Tohatsu 8hp OB or $2,400 w/o. Will discuss winter 
storage. Mooring available. 
ALAN BROD, N. Smithfield, RI, (401) 769-6030 
anytime. (TF) 

CLASSIC MOTH BOAT PLANS available for 11' 
Dorr Willey type sailboat. Qualifies for annual regatta 
in September. Plans $25 + $3 postage. 
MUSEUM OF THE ALBEMARLE, 1116 U.S. Hwy 
17S, Elizabeth City, NC 27909, (919) 335-1453. (TFP) 

ADIRONDACK GUIDEBOATS. The world’s larg- 
est selection of guideboats and historically correct 
accessories available from one source. Dozens of 
models, paddles, oars, yokes, seats, hardware and 
gifts. Our new “Video Magazine” is now available. 
INDIAN POINT GUIDEBOAT CO., 732 Midland 
Ave., Midland, PA 15059, (412) 643-5457, (412) 643- 
6001. (EOD) 

BOOKS. Selling some nautical books from my per- 
sonal collection. Send SASE for list. 
JERRY BAKKE, 1872 Walnut St., Muskegon, MI 
4944 1. (24) 

12-1/2' CONCORDIA BEETLE CAT, $1,200 or trade 
for rowing & sailing peapod or similar boat. 
PAUL LUCHINI, Poland Spring, ME, (207) 998- 
2694. (24) 

THE CARPENTERS BOATSHOP (a non-profit or- 
ganization) has wooden sailboats, power boats and 
rowboats under 24' forsale, some projects, some parts, 
many ready to go. We repair and build new. Send long 
SASE for current listings. 
THE CARPENTERS BOATSHOP, Branch Rd., 
Pemaquid, ME 04558. (EOI) 

BIRCHBARK CANOE BUILDING COU RSE on 

Superior (Wisconsin shore), July 2-17, 1994, OR July 
23-August 7, 1994. $750 incl lodging. 
DAVID GIDMARK, Box 26, Maniwaki, QU J9E 
3B3, Canada. (EOI) 

ESCAPE NEW ENGLAND WINTER! Sail beautiful 
warm Florida Bay in our 25' and 34' leeboard sharpies. 
Nicely equipped bareboat charters. Fabulous waters, 
secluded cruising. Cottage aso available. 
KEY LARGO SHOALWATER CRUISES, P.O. Box 
1180, Key Largo, FL 33037, (305) 451-0083. (TFP) 

A STROKE%« OF GENIUS 
Fa | 

AMERICA’S FAVORITE ROWING SHIRT! Spe- 
cially priced; T-shirt $16.50, Tank $14, Sweat $22. 
M,L,XL. Free shipping, MC & Visa. 
WATERMARK, Box 2732, Kennebunkport, ME 

04046, (207) 985-4421..(TFP) 

SIMMONS SEA SKIFFS. Classics of the North Caro- 
lina coast. Outstandingly seaworthy, fast with low 
power, light, simple plywood lapstrake construction. 
Detailed plans and directions; no lofting. SEA SKIFF 
18 (photo above) featured in “SBJ?#51.1771"x5S’7"x5" 
draft, 20-40hp. Plans $30. SEA SKIFF 20 (photo 
below), the big offshore fisherman. 
19°4"x7’6"x10"draft, 50-70hp. Plans $45. Informa- 
tion on both $1. 
CAPE FEAR MUSEUM ASSOCIATES, 8 14 Market 
St, Wilmington, NC 28401, (919) 341-4350. (TFP) 

14' STURDEE CATBOAT, fully equipped, best of- 
fer. Call for details. 

EDWARD BURR, Amston, CT, (203) 228-9650. (24) 

SUMMER RENTAL. House on Maine island nr Acadia 
National Park. 3 br, bath, kitchen. View of hbr, hiking 
trails on property & at other places on island. Fresh 
water swimming in nearby quarry, launching sites for 
small boats, sandy beach. bay s/uk, Sat-Sat. Access to 
island by ferry 6 times daily. 
IVER LOFVING, Box 366,Swans Island, ME 04685, 
(207) 526-4121. (TF) 

“SLEEPER”, 7°10" car-toppable sailing cruiser. SIps 
2 below decks. Plans $35, info $3. 
EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, CA 
94912. (TFP) 

“OUT YOUR BACKDOOR". Like “Messing About 
in Boats” & “Rolling Stone” blended together (shaken 
not stirred). A friendly, snappy apertif to whet your 
wild whistle. “A sort of “Prairie Home Companion” 
for the true doer.” (Woody). “Whimsical.” (Bob). $8 
sub. Contributor contest $$. 
OUT YOUR BACKDOOR”, 4586 Meridian Rd., 
Williamston, MI 48895. (1 FP) 

“SAUSALITO WATERFRONT STORIES”, $9.95 + 
$2.50 s&h. 
EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, CA 
94912. (TFP) 

21' SEA PEARL CB model, ballast tanks, new 2hp 
Yamaha OB, galv trir, custom sail & boat covers. Perf 
cond, located in FL. 
DONALD MAHARAM, Sands Point, NY, (516) 582- 
3434. (TF) 

BOAT GEAR: 3 brass portholes 5" diam, $30 ea. 2 
brass winches $40 ea. Whiskerpole Ik new, opens to 
16', $95. 
RICHARD DOWNES, 170 River St., Weymouth, 
MA 02191, (617) 335-6677. (24) 

TROPICAL HIDEWAY EFFICIENCY COTTAGE, 
KEY LARGO, PRIVATE BAY FRONT, ENJOY 
TROPICAL FOLIAGE & SUNSETS. RENT IN- 
CLUDES 16' DAYSAILER, TANDEM CANOE, 
HOT TUB, LAUNDRY FACILITIES. 4 PERSON 
MAX, $395/WK, SAT. TO SAT. 
KEY LARGO SHOAL WATER CRUISES, KEY 
LARGO, FL, (305) 451-0083. (TFP) 

WANTED. Part time boat builder’s helper. Some 
basic carpentry and epoxying skills necessary. 
MONTGOMERY BOAT YARD, Gloucester, MA, 
(508) 281-6524. (1) 

CANOE LINES, PLANS. Lines, offsets, mold pat- 
terns, for 12', 14-1/2', 16’ & 18-1/2' canoes drawn for 

traditional beauty & versatility. Sized for either strip- 
built or wood/canvas construction. 

FRANKLIN CEDAR CANOES, Box 175, Franklin, 
ME 04634, (207) 565-2282. (TFP) 

FLYING Cotors LtTp. 
THE FLAG SHOP ON THAMES ST. 

FLAGS * BANNERS * WINDSOCKS 

FOR YOUR BOAT + BUSINESS « HOME 
OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 (401) 846-0418 

Mike O’Brien’s 
Boat Design Quarterly 
Designs for paddle, oar, power, and sail — 
including hull lines never before published. 

From the boards of Atkin, Benford, Bolger, 
Chapelle, Gillmer, Stambaugh, Stephens, and 
other leading designers. 

Subscriptions — $24 (four issues) 
BDQ, P.O. Box 98, Brooklin, ME 04616 



INTRODUCING 
THE WORLD'S MOST COMPLEX MULTI-CHINE 

KIT BOAT. SHE CAN BE “STITCHED" 
TOGETHER IN 15 HRS. THAT’S EASY BEAUTY! 

Ultra-Light 14, 95 Ibs., 6 chine rowing skiff. Our new Wineglass Dory is 

the ultimate in computer-produced kit technology. For free brochure write: 

Pygmy Boat Co. ¢ P.O. Box 1529 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 

SWIFT Y 13 =the ultimate micro-cruiser ZCI 

LENGTH: 13’-0” SEZ \ 
WEIGHT. 160 Ib | 31, 
a au bs Ce SHELL BOATS > 

Finished: $2,900 A < e 

Modern wooden boats 

ny SE ae ats Ro Oinaela we) 8 $30/$550 

OS WIATEV) LE: raccocue nese he eee $45/$925 

OWI C Vilna tee see ..$60/$1,40C 

“Great Blue Heron” 19’....$80/$3,550 

Catalog of the complete 
ShelliBoarsitleet:.i.c:ace eee eee $3 

iswo-hour. video......a.seeeiee eee $23 

Visa/MC 

R.D.2 Box 289C St. Albans VT 05478 (802) 524-9645 

ee) 
NAIAD + REIVER - LATEST DEREK HUTCHINSON DESIGNS 

BAIDARKA EXPLORER - ICEFLOE - ORION » DAWN TREADER 

LEGEND » VYNECK -NIGEL FOSTER DESIGNS + FEATHERCRAFT 

VISION SKI » GRANTA KITS « AQUATERRA + DAGGER « LENDAL 

Extensive Selection of Paddling Accessories 

“WE SHIP ANYWHERE“ 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

407-575-4530 P.O. Box 4530 Tequesta, FL33469-9530 

207-781-3051 P.O.Box 6045 Falmouth, ME04105 
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The Ultimate Sailing, Rowing, Canoeing Boat. 
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finan : 

more than three 

boats inone... 

An incredible small 
boat that sails 

beautifully, sculls 
with surprising 

sleakness, paddles 
with confidence & 

you can also motor 
it, fish and hunt 

from it and even 
sleep in it. 

<7) The Sailing, Rowing, Canoeing Boat. 

For Free Brochure call or write SAROCA PRODUCTS, INC. 
P.O. Box 468, Sagamore Beach, MA 02562 - 1-800-262-8769 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 


