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Our Next Issue... 
Slides into our winter mode with 

mostly stories of projects and designs and 
tales of bygone adventures, with the on- 

the-water events pretty well wrapped up. 
Personal adventure tales will include 
Gordon Bonin's "Rowing Club Savors 
Waning Fall Days" (with more of Barry 
Donahue's superb rowing photos); Lesley 
Collins' "December Paddling on the 
Suwannee River"; and Ruth Dunstone's 

harrowing tale of being overwhelmed by 
Florida "Love Bugs" on a sailing cruise. 
And John Kaufman will caution us all 
about what marinas may not know along 
your cruising route in "Knowledgeable? 
Don't Count on It". 

Phil Bolger is back with a new batch 
of designs, starting off next issue with his 
8' "Flying Cloud" heavy sailing dinghy. 
And Dynamite Payson brings us his latest 
boat, an 18’ work skiff designed for him 

by Phil, of course. The feature design re- 

port will be from John Thomson, all about 
his tiny back-packable camper cruiser 
"Loonfeather". And Steve Axon will offer 
some critique of his Sea Pearl beach 
cruiser. 

On to projects. Robert Hoge contin- 
ues his series on "Instant Boats...the Third 
Greatest Lie"; Russ Meade tells us about 
designing and building his "Conversation 
Barge"; and Dave McDermott discusses 
converting a mass market canoe to sail- 
ing. A couple of backup stories in this 
genre are Jim Betts’ "Ten Commandments 
of Amateur Boatbuilding" and Michael 
Briggs’ discussion of paint removal and 
good water based primer. 

On the Cover... 
A season's end shot of reader Roger 

Rodibaugh under sail in his Melonseed on 
an "Autumnal Equinox Sail" which is a fea- 

ture story in this issue, along with several 

other end-of-season tales. 
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Commentary... 
This first issue of a new year should 

probably be regarded as one that should be 
looking ahead to the new season's open- 
ing, but it's full of looking back at sea- 
son's ending experiences, finally room for 
them becoming available. I'm wrapping 
this issue up to go to the printer on 
December 14th so I'm still in an "end-of- 
season” mental state. Our last on-the-water 
outing was on the first Sunday in 
November when Jane and I paddled our new 
Seda Tango double kayak on the Sudbury 
River with friends from the Cape Ann 
Rowing Club. That now seems a long time 
ago. 

I did also get out with Paul Schwartz 
for another of his "grinning into the gale" 
cruises in his Cape Dory Typhoon. We had 
25-30 knot winds, 4' seas and a cross chop 

off Marblehead and that little boat was on 
its ear much of the time on a long reach 
way out beyond Halfway Rock (way, way 

beyond) and then back, taking a long way 
around to bring the boat to a Salem marina 
from its Beverly mooring for eventual 
winter haulout, as soon as it gets too cold 
for Paul. It was invigorating, and had I 
been responsible for skippering it would 
have been intimidating to me, but Paul and 

his experienced sailing buddy who also 
was along to crew did all the work, I just 
hung on. 

Now I'm back indoors behind storm 
windows looking out at December coastal 
weather, cold gray skies, incessant drizzle 
and occasional rains, and winds. It's some- 

thing that seems to happen here, a big 
storm sits down just offshore and goes 
round and round, building up the seas in 
the Gulf of Maine with its northeasterly 
force and dumping them ashore here on the 
Massachusetts north shore, along with the 
cloud cover and its precipitation. So I 
don't mind too much right now sitting here 
typing this and keeping warm and dry. 

Despite failure to get some things 
done I had hoped to in '93, like getting my 
Typhoon in the water, it was a great year 
for us, many good times, your steady and 
growing enthusiastic support for this little 
magazine, and all our extended family still 
doing okay, from 5 year old grandaughter 
to 92 year old mother. The fact that I 
missed out on some playtime I had envi- 
sioned can be rationalized with the "maybe 
this year" optimism. I am still an optimist 
at 64, life is pretty good and appears to 
promise more of the same. So not getting 
a boating project or experience completed 
just doesn't cut too deeply into a rewarding 
year. 

My comments a few issues ago about 
my workday and its apparent load has 
brought some concerned responses from 
some of you. While I do indeed spend 
about 14 hours a day doing something my 
life seems to require, this is not burden- 
some and is not health threatening. I eat 
and sleep well and have no health prob- 
lems of any sort and will probably follow 
in my Mom and Dad's footsteps, still in- 
dependent and active at 92 and 87. My 14 
hour day is not one of drudgery, but of be- 
ing busy with an ever-changing array of 
tasks and outings, so recreation for me be- 

comes part of this. The daily injection of 
news from you provides never ending 

stimulation for carrying on with this 
magazine. It is a very rewarding experi- 
ence, more deeply felt than you might 
think, interacting with all of you to bring 
this package of small boat good news to 
you every couple of weeks. 

However, as I did remark in that par- 
ticular commentary, I am going to thin out 
some of the more peripheral activities I 
have undertaken, mostly on behalf of peo- 
ple I like doing things I felt were of value 
who needed the sort of expertise I happen 
to have acquired in small periodical pub- 
lishing. This will not be a sudden aban- 
donment but rather a phasing out so that 
by "next season" (summer) I should have 
freed up some useable time for more mess- 
ing about in my own boats. As a start I 
have even gotten a good winter cover over 
the Typhoon this year, last winter it sat in 
a yard in Nahant where Tom had left it, 
filled with snow and ice, a sad scene. 

There is no major work needed on this 
boat, but a three page list of minor fixups 
that I will happen to feel better about hav- 
ing made before I go sailing in her. I'm not 
enamored of surprises that appear because 
of neglect. Apparently these never both- 
ered Tom, judging from his tales on these 
pages. He complained about them, of 
course, but didn't do much about curing the 
root causes. This Typhoon was knocked 
over in a row of sailboats ashore on jack- 
stands in the October 1992 storm here and 
extensively damaged in a mostly superfi- 
cial way. Tom bought it as is as an insur- 
ance write off, had it fixed just enough to 
get it sailing, and spent a summer living 
aboard on his Maine coast cruise, choni- 

cled on our pages as "Tom's Coast of New 
England" last year. Like any much used ar- 
tifact, it has a lot of things that still need 

fixing. 
I actually enjoy the challenge of do- 

ing these fixups and look forward to 
tinkering on the various tasks in the shop 
over the winter. At least the boat is now 
here nght out back where I can get at it 
when the time makes itself available. This 
will be it, THE boat project, for my kayaks 
are now all set with a good double and solo 
needing no further attentions, and the 
baidarka building dream put away in the 
files for now. You just gotta park some of 
your dreams. 

Of course, as most of you also experi- 
ence, there's the long waiting list of 
things to do "around the place". I've been 
fairly successful at stalling off most of 
them until the point of necessity arrives. 
We've lived here since 1955, and before 
that I grew up here from 1937 to 1952, so 
it has much of us in it and is utterly depen- 
dent now on us to keep it all together. An 
old frame house, an old frame barn, a newer 
frame boatshed on the north side of the 
barn, a newer frame carriage shed connect- 
ing house and barn, a newer solar green- 
house on the barn's south side, and an even 
newer 30'x50' quonset type greenhouse for 
Jane's hobby business, vegetable and 
flower gardens in season, and two ten year 
old 100,000 mile+ motor vehicles. Yes, a 
few things will need doing. 

But, I am an optimist, so I believe it 
will all somehow come to pass as it will. 
1994 looks like another pretty good year 
to me. 
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Contributed by Tom Shaw 

W dedicated to the promotion of SAFETY in the maintenance, operation and navigation of SMALL CRAFT 

Safe Towing 

Chances are that sooner or later you 
will either need a tow or be asked to tow 
another boat. Apart from the spirit of co- 
operation that is so characteristic of the 
boating fraternitv, the Navigation Rules 
require "the person in charge of a ves- 
sel...to provide assistance that can be 
safely provided to any individual in danger 
at sea." 

The key word in that excerpt from the 
law is "safely". Towing has definite haz- 
ards, even in calm waters. When seas are 
running high the best assistance you can 
render may well be to stand by and wait for 
professional help. Taking people off a dis- 
tressed vessel can be dangerous if there is a 
significant sea running. 

If you do decide to tow, these are 
things you need to know. 

Notify the nearest Coast Guard unit of 
your location and the fact that you are tak- 
ing a vessel in tow. They may have a pa- 
trol boat nearby. In any event, they need 
to be aware of what is going on in case you 
need assistance. 

Recreational boats are NOT designed 
for the severe stresses of towing. Cleats 
were made to secure dock lines and unfor- 
tunately some are simply screwed into the 
deck. All cleats should be through bolted 
with a backing plate. Even if yours are 
properly installed, those on the other boat 
may not be. If the vessel being towed has a 
bow ring for trailering, that is probably 
its strongest fitting. Try to secure the tow- 
line to that rather than to a deck cleat. (If 

PE L NOTICES: 
For events requiring advanced arrangements. 

MARCH 18-20: 
Maine Boatbuilders’ Show. Portland Yacht Ser- 

vices, Portland, ME, (207) 774-1067. 
JULY 29-31: 

Wooden Boat Show. Hinckley Great Harbor 
Marina, Southwest Harbor, ME, (207) 359-4651. 

ONGOING EVENTS: 

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING: : 
Breakfast Aboard “Adventure 9-12. Gloucester 

“Adventure’’, Gloucester, MA, (508) 281-8079. 
JANUARY 11-MARCH 15: 

Basic Coastal Navigation Course. U.S.C.G. 
Auxiliary, Marblehead, MA, (617) 599-2028. 
JANUARY 22-APRIL 23: 

School for Practical Yacht Restoration. Mu- 
seum of Yachting, Newport, RI, (401) 847-1018. 
THROUGH FEBRUARY 28: 

The Golden Age of Toy Boats Exhibit. South 
Street Seaport Museum, New York, NY, (212) 669- 
9416. 
THROUGH MARCH 4: 

Model Making inN.Y.C. Exhibition. South Street 
Seaport Museum, New York, NY, (212) 669-9416. 
THROUGH SUMMER ’94: 

History of New England Yachting Exhibit. 
Peabody Museum, Salem, MA, (508) 745-1876 XT 
3183. 

Steam & the Sea Exhibit. Peabody Museum, 
Salem, MA, (508) 745-1876 XT 3183. 

Luminist Maritime Paintings of George Curtis 
Exhibit. Peabody Museum, Salem, MA, (508) 745- 
1876 XT 3183. 

you are towing a sailboat, get the tow line 
around the base of the mast). 

Use a bridle from the towing boat, not 

only to spread the strain of the tow to both 
stern cleats but to give better steering con- 
trol. Each "leg" of the bridle should be two 
to two-and-a-half times the width of the 
towing boat. Often dock lines will serve 
well. Use the eye-spliced ends to secure to 
the tow line. Keep the unspliced ends on 
board so you can alter the angle of the tow 
as needed. 

The tow line should be nylon (twisted 
or braided) and usually the anchor line 
from the towed boat will serve very well. 
Have the skipper of the disabled boat un- 
shackle his anchor and chain and pass his 
rode to you. Then secure it to your bridle 
with a bowline. 

Assign a crew member to watch the 
tow at all times. He should look for sig- 
nals and for any signs of yawing. When 
towing an outboard it will be necessary to 
have the motor down and the rudder cen- 
tered to help the towed boat track directly 
astern. Have the crew on the towed vessel 
move aft. Give the crew member on towing 
watch a sharp knife with instructions to 
cut the tow line if problems develop. He 
can also tell if the towed boat is riding 
"crest to crest" with the "tug". Lf one boat 
is on a wave crest while the other is in a 
trough the strain on the tow line is dramat- 

ically increased. Adjust the length of the 
tow line and ease this strain. 

' Make sure that the crew on both boats 

Happenings 
EVENTS NEXT TWO MONTHS: 

JANUARY 1: 
Cape Cod Frosty Regatta. Hyannis, MA, (508) 

432-0268. 
New Year’s Day Cruise. Connecticut River Oar 

& Paddle Club, Essex, CT, (203) 388-2343. 
New Year’s Day Hangover Row. Cape Cod 

Vikings, Bourne, MA, (508) 378-2301. 
JANUARY 2-8: 

Fine Woodstrip Construction Course. Wooden 
Boat School @ Center for Watercraft Studies, Buffalo 
State College, NY, (207) 359-4651. 
JANUARY 5-FEBRUARY 26: 

Lapstrake Planking Course. Arey’s Pond 
Boatyard, S. Orleans, MA, (508) 255-0994. 
JANUARY 8-29: 

“Fish ’94" Fishing Seminars. Nashua Public 
Library, Nashua, NH, (603) 594-3412. 
JANUARY 9 & 12: 

Introduction to Volunteer Opportunities. N.C. 
Maritime Museum, Beaufort, NC, (919) 728-7317. 
JANUARY 9-15: 

Building the Maine Guide Canoe Course. 
Wooden Boat School @ Center for Watercraft Stud- 
ies, Buffalo State College, NY, (207) 359-4651. 
JANUARY 10-15: 

Wee Lassie Building Course. Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum, Basin Harbor, VT, (802) 475- 
2022. 
JANUARY 17: 

Folding Kayak Lecture by Ralph Diaz. Baer’s 
River Workshop, Exeter, RI, (401) 295-0855. 

are well away from the tow line. Nylon 
stretches, which is good. It can also have 

an "elastic band" effect which is not good. 
Should a cleat pull out, the towline can 
"sling-shot" the cleat from one boat to the 
other with devastating effects. 

Arrange communications between the 
two boats before you begin to tow. Agree 
on a VHF radio channel. If both boats do 
not have radios, then agree on simple hand 
signals. You will need signals for "go 
slow", “lengthen (or shorten) the tow 
line", "I am altering course to port 
(starboard)" and "stop". 

Again INSIST that all persons on 
both boats wear their PFDs. The stresses 
of towing can make boats unstable. 

The most important rule of all - TOW 
SLOWLY. Do not tow above the displace- 
ment speed of the towed vessel. When un- 
der tow the forward momentum comes from 
the bow and not the stern, and if she 

reaches planing speed she can become 
very unstable. It may take a while to get 
home at 6 knots, but both boats will get 
there safely. 

On approaching a pier the simplest 
procedure is to dock the towing vessel. 
Head against wind or tide if at all possible 
and maneuver at dead slow, making sure 

that all slack is taken out of the tow line 
so it does not foul a prop. Once the towing 
boat has lines secured ashore, it can trans- 

fer the tow line to the dock and pull the 
disabled boat to a berth or, if that is not 

possible, bring her along side the towing 
boat to transfer the crew. 

Towing is a real art. These safety tips 
have just touched on the subject. To learn 
more, contact your local Coast Guard 

Auxiliary. Better still, join your neigh- 
borhood Auxiliary Flotilla, become "crew 
qualified", take the Auxiliary "Search and 
Rescue" course. With this training you can 
"provide assistance” to another skipper, 
and do it safely. 

JANUARY 21: 
Unlimited Hydroplane Design Lecture. Center 

for Wooden Boats, Seattle, WA, (206) 382-BOAT. 
JANUARY 23-FEBRUARY 5: 

Strip Planking the Wee Lassie. Wooden Boat 
School @ Feather Canoes, Sarasota, FL, (207) 359- 
4651. 
JANUARY 28-29: 

Canoeing & Wilderness Symposium. Toronto, 
ON, Symposium, P.O. Box 211 Station P, Toronto, 
ON MSS 2S7. 
FEBRUARY 5-10: 

Building Traditional Skiff Workshop. Center 
for Wooden Boats, Seattle, WA, (206) 382-BOAT. 
FEBRUARY 6: 

Downhill Canoe Race. Baer’s River Workshop, 
Exeter, RI, (401) 295-0855. 

FEBRUARY 10-12: 
International Boatbuilders Expo. “Professional 

Boatbuilder” Magazine, @ Miami, FL: (407) 495- 
4920. 
FEBRUARY 12-13: 

Wooden Plane Making. N.C. Maritime Mu- 
seum, Beaufort, NC, (919) 728-7317. 
FEBRUARY 20-MARCH 5: 

Strip Planking the Wee Lassie Canoe. Wooden 
Boat School @ Feather Canoes, Sarasota, FL. (207) 
359-4651. 
FEBRUARY 21 

Coastal Kayaking Lecture by Tammy Venn. 
Baer’s River Workshop, Exeter, RI, (401) 295-0855. 
FEBRUARY 27: 

Midwinter Frostbite Regatta. Center for Woden 
Boats, Seattle, WA, (206) 382-BOAT. 
FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 5: 

Caribbean Small Boat Seamanship. Wooden 
Boat School @ Bequia, W.I. (207) 359-4651. 

- 



NO CHANGES NEEDED 
In some recent issues there have been 

letters from readers that sound like mild 

criticism of the content of "Messing 
About in Boats". I subscribe to eleven nau- 

tical magazines and if I had to cull that list 
to three they would be "Messing About in 
Boats", "Wooden Boat" and "Offshore" in 

that order. 

You have an absolutely wonderful 
magazine that needs no changes at all. The 

content, contributors and "attitude" of 
"Messing About in Boats" is nght on tar- 
get and I couldn't be more pleased than 
when finding it in my mailbox. 

Ken Roberts, Branchville, NJ. 
Editor's Comment: We contemplate 

no changes of significant nature. Letters 
offering reader opinions on what they 

don't like are published to balance the per- 
spective, and do serve to alert me to the 

possibility of slipping off somehow into 
too narrow a focus. 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE 
What a difference a pair of properly 

sized oars makes in rowing a small boat! I 
had been using a pair of heavy 7' oars as 
auxiliary power for my Cartopper and was 
explaining the difficulty I had rowing the 
boat at the Midwest Messabout at Rand 
Lake this year. Jim Michalak tried the 
Cartopper with his lightweight 6' oars and 
said it rowed nicely, so I tried his oars and 
finally was able to control the boat under 
human power. 

The Sunday after Thanksgiving saw 
the sea trials of my new 6' oars, versions 
of Jim's design published in the June, 
1992, issue of "Messing About in Boats". 
The boat was controllable and easy to row 
even in a moderate breeze on Creve Coeur 
Lake. Not only do I have better auxiliary 
power for my sailing adventures but I have 
also discovered a new cold weather sport, 

recreational rowing! 
Larry Applebaum, St. Louis, MO. 

ENJOYED RELIVING ST. MICHAELS 
BUT... 

Just received the St. Michaels issue 
and enjoyed reliving the great fun that was 
had there in October. We appreciate the 
coverage you gave us, however, people are 
always trying to "correct’ my name! It is 
spelled Dias, which is Portuguese, not 
Diaz, which is Spanish. One other detail, 
Tom Hain (not Haines) won the Peoples' 

Choice Award with his MDC Little Cat 
"Katrina", not the Builders’ Choice. 

Tony Dias, Marine Design & 
Construction, Wallkill, NY. 

GOING TO A STINKPOTTER 
I just purchased a Bayliner stinkpot 

which I hope to enjoy next year here on 
the bigger lakes and rivers. My wife was 
instrumental in our deciding to purchase 
this thing and I hope it works out. As long 
as she is comfortable in it with our small 
children she will enjoy it, and so will I 
too. 

I lived aboard a 25' Coronado at 
Everett, Washington, for 2-1/2 years but 
now that I am inland I think the speed and 
comfort of a motorboat will be nice. But... 
I still long for a smaller sailing boat. 

Al Conrad, Spokane, WA. 
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Commentary 

SAILING THE WRONG WAY 
For years I have been trying to sail on 

only half a boat, or what you might call a 
monohull boat. After sailing several boats 
with two hulls I can only say that I have 
now found the way! 

First of all I would like to point out 
the advantage of great initial stability, the 
lever. When the wind blows the stiff boat 
accelerates, leaving behind the tender boat 
that tries to tip over. Second, and just as 
important, finer hulls knife through the 
water offering less resistance. 

The whole point of sailing is to move 
when the wind blows, and the more the 

wind blows, the faster the boat should 
move. 

Monohull boats, even the ones that 
claim to be planing hulls, always left me 
feeling like I was driving a car that no mat- 
ter how much gas I gave it just wouldn't 

Oo. 
° I would like to think that even people 
who prefer paddling or rowing would do 
well to experiment with multi-hulled craft. 
Much finer hulls and more stability, it's 
just engineering. 

Marc Pauls, Riverview, MO. 

NETWORKING 
I have made telephone acquaintance 

with reader and trimaran builder H. Douglas 
McNary, who it seems lives only 10 or so 

miles from me. And he has put me in touch 
with another "Mesing Abouter" in my 
area, Chuck Flett. Suddenly I don't feel so 
alone in my mad affliction of building my 
own boats. Hopefully we will be able to 
muster a "Messabout" down here on the 
Tennessee River. 

Robert Hoge, Lenoir City, TN. 

PLANS FROM MATT 
I wish we could get Matt Layden to 

draw up a set of plans in 14'-17' range for 
"Boats" people. 

John Doyle, Hampton, NH. 

BOLGER DESIGNS WORTH IT 
This is a great magazine. The Bolger 

designs alone are worth the price. 
Jon McLean, Marquette, MI. 

THE TERM "TRADITIONAL" 
I am having difficulty in understand- 

ing the term "traditional" as it refers to 
boats. Would someone please define it, or 

perhaps we could come up with an accept- 
able definition. 

Art Poole, Boats by Art Poole, Mt. 
Vernon, ME 04352. Art Work by Lori. 

HOW ABOUT "MARTHA JANE"? 
I am considering building Bolger's 

"Martha Jane" and would like to read any- 
thing you have printed on her, copies of 
performance reports or other articles. 
Lacking these, perhaps some readers have 
some first hand knowledge about this de- 
sign. 

Bob Gerfy, 6526 57th Ave. SE, 
Snohomish, WA 98290. 

BACK ISSUE HEAVEN 
Thanks for the shipment of back is- 

sues that arrived in yesterday's mail. As it 
happens others which I had ordered earier 
from a reader who advertised them in the 
classifieds, Owen Cecil, also arrived in 
yesterday's mail. I now have about 120 
back issues. Now if I start reading one a 
day on January Ist, these should just about 
get me through the winter until my melon- 
seed "Alacrity" can be on the water again. 
My cup runneth over. Let the snow drift 
and the gales blow. Bank the fires and 
leave me alone, I've got some good read- 
ing to do. 

Roger Rodibaugh, Lafayette, IN. 
Editor's Comment: We have about 

125 of our back issue numbers still in 
stock out of the 266 we've now published 
since May 15, 1983. These go back 
through 1986 (1983-85 are pretty much all 
gone now) and are available for $1 a 
copy,l to 10, or $10 a dozen for larger 

quantities, postpaid. They are kinda fun to 
read back through, even for me! 

SHARING SOME ISSUES 
I recently decided to share some issues 

of "Messing About in Boats" with the 
commander of our local Power Squadron so 
that he could see the U.S.C.G.A. articles 
on boating safety you so wisely publish 
on page 3 of each issue. 

You will note on the enclosed copy of 
his "Commander Letter" to be published in 
the December issue of our squadron 
newsletter "Sea Chest", that he found more 
than just the safety articles of interest, 

wrapping up his review comments with the 
remark, "We are all assaulted by the 
slicks."Messing About in Boats" just 
might appeal to the "smaller" boaters on 
your list. 

David Crocker, Binghamton, NY. 

YOU MEET THE NICEST PEOPLE 
A few years ago you published an arti- 

cle about a Sam Rabi 15' sloop named 
"Scraps" built by Bill Burns of 
Springfield, Kentucky, while he was re- 
“overing from a motorcyle accident. I ad- 
sured his effort and that boat and wrote to 
him at that time. This past summer on our 
way to Colorado in our old motor home we 
stopped to visit Bill and Dorothea and 
their son Logan. Like you and I, Bill loves 
his boats. Hopefully they will visit with 
us next summer, we want to sail "Scraps" 
on the Chesapeake. 

Dick Bridge, Laurel, DE. 



WHATS HAPPENING TO KAYAKS? 
As we descended the hill to the beach 

at the 10th Annual Sea Kayak Symposium 
in Port Townsend, Washington in mid- 
September, we had a view of the whole 
area. How colorful it was. Kayaks, sails, 
even paddles, of so many different colors. 

The amazing thing to us was noting 
how many of the kayaks were equipped wth 
sails. The simplest was a downwind spin- 
naker with a sock bunched at the top of the 
mast to douse it with one pull. Others were 
equipped with leeboards, sails, masts and 
booms, quite a bit of equipment to stow 
when one is faced with paddling into a 
headwind. Then there were catamaran 
kayaks with a sail and cockpit for each 
hull, a proa for the solo sailor and most in- 
triguing of all, a tri-ak! 

This tri-ak was built in Victoria, 
British Columbia. It was a kayak with hy- 
drofoils on each side, and the entire trian- 
gular mast support and sail folded neatly 
onto the foredeck by releasing the forestay 
from the cokpit. Its owner/builder said he'd 
had it sailing at 10 knots. 

What is happening to kayaks? Is pad- 
dling hard work and not all the fun that the 
advertisements depict? Maybe kayakers 
are discovering that sailing is more fun 
than paddling! 

Brenda Martin, Port Townsend, WA. 

AND NOW A SEA KAYAK 
I've built several Bolger boats; the 

15' "Gypsy", the "Nymph" dinghy, and 
the step sharpie hulled "Bee". I run the 
"Bee" with a 9.8 Merc and it really flies. 
People are amazed that such a small boat 
can take the pounding from the wakes gen- 
erated by ski boats on our local lakes and 
still stay upright. 

My next building project is the 18' 
Cape Charles sea kayak from one of your 
advertisers, Chesapeake Light Craft. I had 
to drive 250 miles to” Baltimore, 
Maryland, to get the 3mm and 4mm ply- 
wood. 

Steve Krzysko, Salem, VA. 

HOW EMBARRASSING 
On a summer day I went sailing in my 

Bolger Nymph (one of three I've built) off 
into a nice lazy afternoon lazin' about. I 
wasn't paying too much attention to the 
depth of the water, but I was just going 
past a channel marker on a broad reach 
when suddenly I grounded. Sitting up, I 
came to the realization that not only was I 
aground, but aground nght in front of a lo- 
cal restaurant for all to see! I quickly pulled 
up the board and rudder and eased the sheet 
and got back into the channel with no 
trouble. However, I felt humbled and slid 
still lower in the dinghy. 

Back in the middle of the channel I 
was looking towards Percival Landing 
when I saw the racing yacht tacking up the 
channel, what a lovely sight, kinda look- 
ing like a dance of boat and crew on each 
and every tack. Soon she was close and, oh 

my God, on the same tack I grounded on in 
front of that channel marker and in full 
view of that restaurant. How embarrassing 
for her crew, but somehow she too got off 
in a jiffy. 'm sure we both enjoyed the rest 
of the day. 

Daniel Taylor, Olympia, WA. 

ROWING MORE ENJOYABLE 
Here's a photo taken last winter of my 

kayak launching technique over soft sea 
ice. These conditions will soon be here 
again. 

I was out on the water in my Alden 
shell on October 2nd and the thought came 
to mind that in many ways rowing is a 
more enjoyable way to play in the waves 
than paddling because you get a much more 
direct control of what your boat is doing 
with a pull on the oars. There are subtle 
tricks you can pull off with a pair of oars 
that you can never get to really control 
with a paddle in a kayak. You can watch a 
wave come up astern and synchronize your 

WHO TO SEND THE CATALOG TO? 
Boat Craft is a family owned business 

started by my father about 45 years ago. 
We are in the marine supply business ser- 
vicing clientele in Alberta, Saskatchewan, 

Northwest Territories, Yukon, and north- 
em British Columbia. 

I want to thank you for publishing a 
story several years ago by one of our cus- 
tomers, Chip Ross, about my father's ef- 
forts with this business.It brought much 
joy to an old man who had spent most of 
his life trying to bring the pleasure of 
boatbuilding to people on these prairies, 
not an easy task as you can imagine. He 
passed away shortly after seeing that artcle 
published and now I treasure it. Thank you. 

I am now working on a catalog of our 
supplies and am wondering who I might 
send it to? Any word on this would be 
helpful. 

D.F. Moore, Boat Craft, 6328 106th 
St., Edmonton, AL T6H 2V3, Canada. 

SLOW DELIVERY 
Please be informed that the October 

15th issue was received by me on 
November 12th. Our delivery seems very 
slow, each issue takes almost a month. 

Forest Durham, Farmington, ML 

Editor's Comment: The October 15th 
issue was mailed a week late on the 22nd, 

for reasons I've mentioned before. Still, 
three weeks is slow delivery. We mail un- 
der a bulk permit (junk mail) as the only 
other option, 2nd Class as used by larger 
scale magazines, does not offer our small 
circulation (4,000 copies) any cost or de- 
livery advantages and requires much more 
subtantial fees and record keeping. All 
4,000 copies of each issue leave here in 
one mailing of 47 sacks, each tagged for 
appropriate destinations in the postal sys- 
tem. After that it's beyond our control to 
influence delivery time. 

pull to match the wave. Variations in ap- 
plication of power give entirely different 
glides with and against waves. 

I notice that I vary my recovery, my 
pull, my oar heights with each change in 
wave conditions. Just the range in pull 
goes from a long sweep in long rollings 
swells, which feels like popping a pit out 
of a cherry, to a short yank just enough to 
zip the hull along in a short chop. 

I think sea kayakers really should 
consider the finer points of rowing rather 
than plodding along in balky sea kayaks, 
especially anyone with shoulder problems 
such as calcium deposits in the ball joints. 

Gail Ferris, Stony Creek, CT. 

BUILD SEGUIN! 

Sot seem mars EEE SN 
SEGUIN is a sleek 42 lbs of 4 mm piy and epoxy 

packaged in an attractive Greenland design. 
Easy-to-follow plans are accompanied by 40-page 

instrucuon manual. Simple stitch-and-giue 
construction. No jig or lofting required. 

Rob Bryan PO Box 475, Woolwich. ME 04579 

"Piping Plover" 
A classic rowing tender. Stable, effici- 
ent, lightweight, uncomplicated.Hand 
laid fiberglass hull, teak trim,bronze & 
stainless hardware, positive flotation. 
LOA 11'9" - Beam 3°10" -Weight 95lbs. 

Price $1,550 
Sprit Rigged Sailing Version 
Draft 25" - Sail Area 71 sq. ft. 

Price $2635 
Built with care by Davis Bros. Marine 
P.O. B. 208, Westport Pt., MA 02791 

(508) 636-6669 



Anyone who lives in the northern lat- 
itudes knows that the change of seasons is 
a double-edged sword. The ever-changing 
seasons renew and refresh us with their di- 
verse weather patterns and climatic vari- 
ety, but the fly in the ointment is winter, 

the one season which prohibits time on 
the water and drives us to the warm hearth. 

On the first sail of the year, which is 
usually in March for me, the whole sailing 
season stretches forth in a kind of time- 
less, hazey, vision in my mind. There's no 

end in sight; the season is just beginning. 
Not so, with autumn sails. 

Autumn's crisp, invigorating weather 

is a welcome change from the stifling heat 
and oppressive humidity of summer, but 
with it comes the melancholy reality that 
the sailing season is nearly over. Every 
day I can get out on the water after the first 
day of fall credits my “winter account" 
from which I draw special enjoyment when 
winter's gales blow and I'm reduced to en- 
joying the season's sailing by referring to 
my sailing journal and recalling my many 
enjoyable outings. 

And autumn sailing can be extraordi- 
narily pleasant. The water is still rela- 
tively warm, at least compared to spring's 
icewater. The trees are not bare as in early 
spring, and offer the grandest vistas along 

the shoreline when the leaves change 
color. The lowering angle of the sun casts 
an especially pleasant light, and, perhaps 
best of all, the weather is invigorating, 
with a hint of leftover summer but with a 
certain snappiness that makes a sweatshirt 
feel especially good. The limp, humid 
days of puffy zephyrs and illusive 
catspaws give way to strong masses of 
dense, cool air, pumping down from the 
north. [t is my favorite season. 

To usher it in properly, I resolved to 
spend the Autumnal Equinox on the water. 
Better yet, I'd see the sunrise from the wa- 
ter! My sailing haunt is an hour away and I 
trailer "Alacrity", my Melonseed skiff. I 
arrived at the ramps with the requisite 
sweatshirt, windbreaker and thermos of 

coffee as the day was predicted to be cool 
and cloudy. It was cool and cloudy, but 

where were the "masses of dense, cool air 

pumping down from the north?" There 
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Autumnal 
Equinox Sail 

By Roger Rodibaugh 

wasn't a breath of it. No leaves were stir- 
ring, no promising ripples on the lake. 

I launched "Alacrity" in the rowing 
mode (mast left unstepped and stowed in 
the boat) and started to row the half mile 
across the lake to the entrance to the sail- 
ing club channel. The water was a mirror. 
Halfway across, the sun broke through the 
clouds and painted the billows in the east- 
er sky pink and orange. The lake shim- 
mered back. Good moming, Equinox! I sat 
quietly there in the middle of the lake. I 
could hear the water dripping from the 
blades of the oars, making little splashes 
where the drops landed on the still surface. 
Several fish jumped within a few minutes' 
span. Big fellows, arching completely 
free of the water, pursuing bugs hovering 
foolishly close to the surface. [ could hear 
the quacking of ducks on the shore I'd just 
left. With no wind, the big boats on the 
eastern shore lay to their moorings in a 
confused way, no two of them pointing in 
exactly the same direction. 

After a few minute's reverie, apprecia- 
tive of nature's colorful greeting, I pressed 
onward. [ determined that from here to the 
mouth of the club channel I would row as 
smoothly and quickly as I could. The only 
sounds came from the rustling bow wave, 
the gurgle of the daggerboard slot, and a 
little squeak in the starboard oarlock. I got 
into rhythm and fairly hummed along and 
soon coasted into the channel. I shipped 
my oars and drifted ahead on spent energy. 

Here in the quiet seclusion of wooded 
banks I saw several herons. Unmoving, 
they blended with the shapes of the limbs 
of the fallen trees on which they perched 
at water's edge. So well did they blend, 
that if I caught one's movement from the 
comer of my eye and tumed to look in its 
direction, it took a moment to focus on 
the bird. 

I advanced slowly to see how close I 
could get to one. He stood there like a 
wood carving until I looked away to the 
other bank for a second. When I returned 
my gaze he was gone. I glanced again at 
the other bank and [ just caught him set- 
tling silently, dignified, on the limb of 
another submerged log. Not a sound had 
been made in his flight. No cries, no 
rustling of feathers or thrashing of air to 
betray him. 

As I continued my row up the 
channel, between dips of the oars and 
squeaks of the oarlock, I heard the 
approaching din of geese in flight. Two 
groups of 30 or more in loose "Vs" flew 
over just above the treetops. Over their 
noisy honks of encouragement I could 
hear the peculiar whirring, wind-stirring 
sounds of their wings beating the air. I 
wondered where they'd winter, how far 
they would travel. 

When I reached the club, I broke out 
my thermos of coffee and drank while I 
drifted. I surveyed the number of high- 
sided, beamy sloops and marveled at how 
similar they all looked. Then I rowed over 
to one of the few truly beautiful boats at 
the docks. Supposedly designed by Phillip 
Rhodes and built in 1938, "Racey Lady", 
with bright topsides, lovely overhangs 
and sweeping sheer, is a pleasant relief 
from modem design practicalities like full 
head-room, berths for six, and short ends. 

About this time, the tops of the trees 
lining the bank stirred with the promise of 
a breeze. This suited me, as I like a good 
row, but prefer a good sail. I borrowed the 
"visitor's dock" to step the mast and ng 
the sail. At 7:00 a.m. on a weekday, it was 
unlikely that anyone would stop me and 
ask for my membership credentials. I 
rigged the sprit and sprit boom, clipped 

on the sheet, hung the rudder, inserted the 
tiller in the rudder head, dropped the dag- 
gerboard in the slot and was under sail in a 
matter of five minutes. As we filled away 
from the dock, I praised the simplicity and 
handiness of the nig. 

A fickle breeze was funnelling up the 
channel and we had the challenge of work- 
ing to windward for the entire length of 
this marrow, tree-bound waterway. 



"Alacrity's” big daggerboard held on to 
ground gained and we made good progress 
although much tacking was required. 
However, with this simple rig, tacking 

isn't a chore, just a matter of putting the 
tiller over. We tacked around a little island 
and disturbed a half-dozen geese milling 
‘round at water's edge. They protested the 
intrusion loudly but soon quieted when we 
left their domain. 

At the mouth of the channel we bene- 
fitted from the full southwest breeze, un- 
hampered by trees. The lake had a different 
look than during my row across. Gone was 
the pink reflection of a lovely sunrise. 
Now, reflecting low clouds, the water was 
the color of a new iron skillet, a flat, sil- 
very gray. It had gone from mirror smooth 
to deeply textured. A regular chop was set- 
ting up with rows of waves lining up per- 
pendicular to the wind. On_ these 
advancing waves were the ripples of 
stronger puffs of air. The boats at the 
moorings were all facing the same way 
now, as if by vote they had agreed. It was 
going to be a ternific sailing day! 

We reached across the lake and I was 
grateful for my waterproof windbreaker. 
The breeze delivered more chill in the air 
and the weather bow was throwing a few 
dollops of spray. We headed off on a broad 
reach and "Alacrity" flew along with a 
kind of comfortable, long-legged, loping 

FLEET-O-WING 

roomy enough for 6 to picnic in. 
Send for our brochure. 

(508) 462-7409 

This graceful 18’ keel knockabout was designed for 
us by Sparkman & Stephens in the 1930's. As sturdy 
as they come, she also enjoys a good run, and is 

Lane’s End, Newbury, MA 01951 

Custom wooden boats; mast hoops; authentic nautical furnishings. 

gait. She planed in the gusts, and 
occasionally she surfed the back of a 
wave. The sensation of speed was 
enhanced by the low freeboard and the 
roaring bow wave. It seemed that 
sometimes the bow wave was _ back 
amidships! Water boiled past the lee deck, 
leaving a frothy trail. The sprit boom held 
the sail down and controlled the twist 
effectively. Once again, I was impressed 
by its self-vanging properties. I knew I'd 
be in for a wet beat back, so near the end 

of the lake I lashed the tiller, let the sheet 
go and hove to while I put on my foul 
weather pants. 

The beat back was an exciting, exu- 
berant bit of sailing. "Alacrity" was a vi- 
vacious, living thing, meeting the motion 
of the waves with a motion of her own. 
The tiller was alive with feeling. She curt- 
sied and bowed over the waves, tossing 
spray like confetti. 

The wave pattern was elongating 
now, and there were occasional white 
horses. I was comfortably seated on the 
floorboards with my back against the 
coaming and my feet in the curve of the lee 
bilge. I was grateful for the wide side 
decks; an open boat would have shipped a 

good bit of solid water. As it was, 
"Alacrity" seemed to revel with her lee rail 
under, side deck occasionally awash when 
a bigger wave slopped over. 

I generally make it a point to sail 
through the mooring area. I like to get a 
close look at the boats and threading my 
way through the crowd is a fine way to 
hone my maneuvering skills. As I sailed 
through the 40 or so moored boats I specu- 

lated how many of their owners were even 
now making plans for hauling out and 
winter storage. Each weekend would see 

progressively fewer boats on_ their 
moorings. What a shame for them, too, 
because some of the best sailing is yet to 
come! 

It had been a fabulous day, a first-rate 
day to usher in the offficial autumn 
season. I had witnessed the equinox sun 
rise, enjoyed a pleasant row, seen the 
beauty of nature and experienced the 
refreshing, cleansing stimulation of an 

invigorating sail in a wonderful boat. Now 
it was time to go. 

I hauled "Alacrity" out on her trailer 
and in 10 minutes had her snugged down 

for the road. I admit to a certain smugness 
here, for as I cast a glance out to the moor- 

ings, I realized that when the big boys 

haul out, they are done for the season. 

When I haul out "Alacrity", she is only in 
"temporary storage,” docked, if you will, 
on her trailer, in our garage. And there she 

will impatiently wait for the next sail 
when she will once again live up to her 
name by displaying "a cheerful, brisk 
willingness." 

The Ultimate Sailing, Rowing, Canoeing Boat. 

more than three 

boats inone.. 

An incredible small 
boat that sails 

beautifully, sculls 
with surprising 

sleakness, paddles 
with confidence & 

you can also motor 
it, fish and hunt 

from it and even 
sleep in it. 
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The Last Sail Before Winter 

By David Bolduc 

Our last sail of the season was a trip to 
Ocracoke Island in our sharpy, Little 

Cruiser. Ocracoke is a small island south of 
Cape Hatteras, North Carolina and was the 
lair of the infamous pirate, Blackbeard. 
Rumor has it that his treasure still lies bunied 
on the island. With a favorable forecast for 
the weekend, we decided to tow our sailboat 
to Cedar Island, about 30 miles south of 
Ocracoke. After five hours of driving, we 
dropped Little Cruiser into the Pamlico 
Sound and a 70 degree day welcomed us. 
Not bad for late October in North Carolina. 
The first night out was spent nine miles from 
our Jaunch point behind Shell Island. We 
cooked our supper, listened to music and 
watched birds dive for fish. No other boats 
were in sight. We felt as if we were the only 
ones on the planet. With two anchors out, we 
were quite secure. 

The next day proved to be the highlight 
of the trip. It was another beautiful, sunny, 
70 degree day. We had tail winds all the way 
to Ocracoke, and we were escorted by a pod 
of about 15 dolphins. Mindy and I had never 
seen dolphins in the wild, and we were fas- 
cinated by their playfulness. They loved to 
surf our bow wave, and they would turn 
sideways to look up at us, smiling it seemed 
at times. Contact with these fine creatures 
made us feel at one with the natural world 
around us. Just as it was getting dark, we ar- 
rived at Silver Lake Harbor on Ocracoke. 
Since Little Cruiser draws only 9 inches, we 
sailed her into a foot of water, dropped the 
hook and walked ashore for dinner. No 
dockage fees for us! 

After our seafood dinner at one of the 
few local restaurants open that time of year, 
we headed back to Little Cmiser for a good 
nights rest. Before going to bed, however, 
we listened to NOAA weather radio to hear 
what the weather would be like tomorrow. 
To our dismay, winds in excess of 30 knots 
were predicted for the afternoon as a cold 
front was on its way. Not wanting to battle 
high winds nor be stranded on Ocracoke 
Island for several days, we decided that the 
only thing to do was to head back to Cedar 
Island right away. 

We spent all night sailing. It wasn’t a 
lot of fun dodging unlit pound nets that 
stretched for miles across the Pamlico 
Sound. No wonder we did not see any other 
boats all night. Imagine hitting a net held 
taut 3 feet above the water by poles. It 
wasn’t too dangerous at 4 knots, but what if 
you hit one at 20! Finding the passages 
through the nets was complicated by the 
strong, squally winds that blew us into them. 
All in all, it was a long, dark, lonely night. 
We arrived back at Cedar Island by daybreak 
and hid behind the island for some rest. 
Waking up around noon, we found that the 
temperature had dropped 30 degrees from 
the previous day. By the time we got the 
boat back on the trailer, temperatures were in 

the 30’s. Winter had arrived... 

By Ernest Steller 

The ice was half an inch thick in the 
bottom of the dory. I lifted it out in large 
sheets, and dumped it over the side. The 

mast and rudder were already aboard, as [ 
shoved off. As I slipped my wool mittens 
back on, I gazed out into yellow, glowing 
fog, as it was lit by the first rays of sun. 
The mahogany thwarts were white with 
frost. 

The lake was like a mirror, and I hesi- 
tated for a minute to take it all in, before 
dipping in my oars. 

I pulled away from the shore, and 
watched the land disappear into eerie mist. 

I estimated my course, and headed 
south, down the lake. No special reason, 
just got a few hours to myself is all. I like 
this time alone. 

When the morning fog lifted, the wa- 
ter glistened, like a sheet of glass. But not 

for long, around 7:00 am, a light breeze 
piped up out of the southwest. 

I stepped the mast, set the sail in 
hard, and brought her up close to the wind. 

Pulling my wool scarf out of my bag, 
I took a couple of tums around my neck, as 
that November wind tends to bite a little. 

After a while, the wind swung to the 
west, and the gusts were getting stronger. I 
teased them with my sail, but soon rolled 
up the canvas, and rowed to a sheltered 
spot on the western shore. 

I eased the dory slowly along near the 
water's edge, and felt the vessel slowly 
come to a halt, as the skeg gently slid 
aground. 

It was here, that I slid down and sat on 
the floor grates, and rested my back on a 
cushion, supported against a thwart. 

I opened my lunch box, and ravaged 
its contents. That hot soup never tasted so 
good, What is it, that fresh air does to a 
bologna sandwich? 

The wind was picking up. I wouldn't 
call it a gale, but the term fresh breeze 
came to mind. 

I set sail again, and had a fine run 
back, under a scandalized rig. I was truly 
enjoying my last sail in "Iris," my 16' 
Banks dory. Tomorrow I'll be back with 
the truck to haul her out for the sea- 

By David Kelland 

I couldn't get my sailboat "Swan" to 
go downwind back to her mooring in 
Manchester (MA) harbor after finding that 
the wind was too strong to tack out of the 
narrow harbor against in early November. 
I missed going aground and there weren't 
many people around that late in the sea- 
son. Dropping the main let us blow home 
on the jib alone but I couldn't miss the 
mooring on the first try as she won't go 
back upwind on the jib alone. We made it 
and were moored just as it clouded over and 
the wind squalls hit. 

She came out the following Tuesday. 



Ferries to the Flea Market 
A Report from the East End of Long Island 

By Burt Van Deusen 
Our little inn and restaurant usually 

keeps me from attending anything that oc- 
curs on a weekend. It looked like I would 
miss the Greenport Marine Museum’s nauti- 
cal flea market but, the night before it was 

scheduled, Wendy said she would handle 

making the breakfast for our guests and an- 
swer the phones while I go and play. My 
whining and pouting had finally paid off. 

I left my South Fork home at 7:00 AM 
and headed for Greenport, on the North 
Fork, a trip of almost an hour through East 
Hampton and Sag Harbor to the South Ferry, 
which takes me to Shelter Island. This ferry 
is a ten-minute boat ride. I get out of the car 
and find the early morning chill has gone, 
leaving a clear, mild, perfect day. The water 
is glassy flat. 

On the drive across Shelter [sland to the 
North Ferry, I stop at a yard sale. The second 
ferry is a twenty-minute boat ride. Once 
aboard J lean on the ferry’s rail, getting all 
my senses into play, drinking in the mom- 
ing. I scan the cliffs overlooking Dering 
Harbor and the boats Tying at anchor. I won- 
der how many are overnighters, cruisers 
passing through. Towards Greenport a three- 
masted bark rests next to the wharf not far 
from Preston’s. She is an up and down 
restoration project that I have followed via 
the newspaper but never visited her. The 
ferry begins its approach. The town looks 
neat and perfect like a scale model for a train 
set. 

Just as the ferry lines up the slip, the 
Coast Guard Cutter, Point Frances, out of 
New Bedford, crosses our bow. The cutter’s 
wake disturbs the docked boats with such 
force that several masts clash as they are 
rocked. The crew looks so young. I feel like 
yelling at them for their discourteous wake. 

The Museum is located at the foot of 
the ferry offices and just to the left. (I could 
have left my car on Shelter Island and saved 
six bucks, I tell myself.) It occupies the old 
Greenport train depot that reminds me of an 
Edward Hopper painting, particularly the 
way the bright sun strikes the red brick 
walls. It only needs a lonely woman looking 
out of a window to complete the image. 

The flea market schedule is between 
9:00 and 11:00 AM. I could see a small 
crowd swarming over four tables filled with 
marine “stuff,” and it is only 8:30! I quickly 
find a parking spot and join the group. 

In a few minutes I had several items in 
my hands and was forking over $7 to a 
woman who could furiously make change 
while answering inquires about the things on 
the table. I have found an outboard tiller ex- 
tension, still new in the plastic (why do they 
do that?) bag and 28 feet of heavy duty 2- 
inch canvas nbbon. The nibbon is for replac- 
ing several handles on canvas bags I use 
aboard Miss Liberty. And the extension? I 
have been looking for a small sharpie with a 
nine-point-nine, this is for that imaginary 
boat. 

I eased away from the addictive atmo- 
sphere and wander around behind the 
“Hopper” building and find a large catboat 
up on blocks. It has many new strakes in 
place and a new stem that is painted orange 
with special paint. I ran my fingers along 

side the beading line, feeling the angle 
change as it dropped down and tured to 
meet the keel, smoothly waiting to receive 

the ends of the planks that would make up 
her hull. Some original planks near the shear 
are already screwed in place. If you stand 
just so, there are places in the hull where the 
landscape behind shows through and alter- 
nates with the planking. It is beautiful. 

At the side of the Museum facing the 
wharf where the Coast Guard cutter has 
backed in and tied off, a pick-up has un- 
loaded an old wooded canoe along with a 
steam box and stove. I asked the truck owner 
if he were going to bend wood today and he 
nodded yes. I felt bad that I was going to 
miss this, as my pouting and whining only 
got me until 11:00 and it is now 9:30. (I can 
stay for another thirty minutes.) The canoe 
was stripped of the old canvas to reveal a 
thin wooden skin and steam bent flat interior 
frames. Along the gunnels was an unusual 
structure that looked like half a fuselage 
from my early balsa airplane building days. I 
wanted to know about these bulges but the 
“steam bending man” was very busy getting 
his equipment ready. I never got his name. 

Next to the comer of the building, to- 
wards the front and crowd, a dignified gray 
haired man had set up a carving bench and 
was unrolling his carving tools, explaining to 
a group of us watching that a neighbor and 
friend who had died had left him many of 
the tools we were looking at. He has a flat 4- 
inch by nearly a foot long piece of dark 
wood with samples of his letter carving, It 
showed different finishes and colors for the 
deeply carved out letters. Also on the bench 
was a roughed out wooden “ribbon” with the 
name, Rascal, penciled on it ready to be 
carved. Some one asked which boat it was 
for and he said none, he had just made it up 
for this day. He then pointed out that he had 
carved the Museum’s sign. So I walked 
around to the front and looked the sign over. 
It was terrific! I wished I could have stayed 
to watch George J. Garbe carve. Got to work 
on my pouting. 

"There is nothing - 

absolutely nothing - half so muchj} 

worth doing, as simply messing 

about in boats." 

Kenneth Grahame from 

“The Wind in the Willows." 
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144 Water Street 

S. Norwalk, CT 06854 

(203)854-5223 
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Canoes and Dinghies 

Two new tables were now set up; one 
for Save the Peconic Bay, Inc. and one for 
the Museum. I asked at the Museum’s table 
who was in charge and was told Merle 
Wiggon was the man. I waited several min- 
utes to tell him what a nice job he was doing 
but I never got to meet him. 

No more flea market tables were set up 
and I was feeling lucky not to find any more 
bargains until I spotted a row of oars. Maybe 
fifty leaning against the wall. “How much?” 
“Five each or ten a pair!” I picked two pairs 
(one pair for my imaginary sharpie), of nine- 
footers, new with the blades tips smartly 
splined to guard against splitting. I have 
spent everything but two bucks! 

After packing everything into the jeep I 
go to a deli for a cup of joe. In line I meet a 
friend, Bill Smith, head and founder of Fish 

Unlimited. We talk. He invites me fishing on 
Thursday. A privilege to fish with such an 
expert. He gets his coffee and leaves for the 
Museum. My order of a two egg sandwich 
on a roll, OJ and coffee is ready. I pay the 
counterman a dollar twenty-five, plus tax! 
First the oars then this bargain breakfast. 

I walk back to the car saving the food 
for the first boat ride back. I drive onto the 
waiting ferry, set the brakes, place the food 
on the hood of the jeep and wait for the ferry 
to move out. Breakfast on the water, wow! 
As we leave Greenport I wave to the kids on 
the cutter. [ have forgiven them. It is 10:15. 

The egg sandwich and OJ is finished as 
the boat nde ends. I drive off sipping coffee 
and tune in N.P.R. Weekend Report. 
Listening to CarTalk, hosted by Click and 
Clack, the Tappet Brothers I resolve to have 
a table with several cartons of books at next 
year’s gathering. There were a lot of people 
at the event but where were the sellers? [ 
will also bring along those spackle buckets 
filled with marine hardware, parts and odds 
“‘n ends that take up all that space under my 
work bench. 

Click and Clack ask, “where does the 
expression, ‘whole nine yards’ come from” 
and I practice my pout in the rear view mir- 
ror. 

TUGBOATS & 
TOWBOATS 
A 1994 Calendar 
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Piccup Squared sailing under a cloud of recycled polytarp sail. 

Here in the Midwest flat bottomed 
prams are everywhere but you seldom no- 
tice them. They're jonboats, made of alu- 
minum nowadays and painted green, inde- 
structable, and cheap. You can stand up and 
walk around in even the smallest, and they 

can go anywhere if the water ain't too 
rough because they are light and volumi- 
nous and can float on dew. Nobody said 
they were pretty. 

A few years ago I designed a bunch of 
simple wooden sailing jons of various 
sizes. Three of them have gotten built and 
tested and a fourth is on the way. The first 
one was the 7-1/2' Moby Dink which I de- 

scribed in the July 15, 1992 issue of 
"Messing About in Boats". She was cheap, 
easy and fun. I sold the prototype Moby to 
a man with a farm pond and used the money 
to build Piccup Squared. 

The second one, Piccup Squared, is a 

simple jonboat version of my multichine 
Piccup Pram. Like the orginal, she is also 

11’ long, about 95 pounds stripped, and 
shares the same lug sail rig. She has the 
same layout of a clear 6-1/2' long cockpit 
between fore and aft storage/buoyancy 
chambers. 

The "inspiration" for Piccup Squared 
came from a comment from Phil Bolger 
that Piccup might have been just as good if 
she had a flat bottomed hull. I've messed 

about in both Piccup and Piccup Squared 
for the past few years and the comparison 
is about what you would expect. In rough 
going the mutichine Piccup keeps pop- 
ping along in safe control well after the 
flat bottomed Squared boat has frightened 
me back to shore. But in smoother water 
the Piccup Squared is just as fast as the 
multichine and is superb for poking around 
in smaller lakes. Many people might find 
her more comfortable, especially while 
camping, because of her wider flat bottom. 

I should add that the flat bottomed 
hull is cheaper and quicker and easier to 
build. Simply cut the bulkheads, transoms 
and sides to the diagrams, stick them to- 
gether with glue and nails, and fit the bot- 
tom and decks like a pie crust. It's all done 
on ordinary sawhorses. I've always used 
external chine logs on these flat bottomed 
jobs. The external chine log is clearly su- 
perior in terms of building effort, 
strength. and protection of the plywood 
sides. If there is a hydrodynamic disadvan- 
tage, I doubt if I could measure it. These 

hulls are designed with the side and bottom 
panels having the same curve so the pres- 
sures on the sides and bottom are close to 
equal and there is little water swirling 
across the sharp chines. This is Bolger 
theory. 

Of course a sailing Jon doesn't have 

PiccupSquared with sail rig stowed. She has an unobstructed 6-1/2' cockpit sandwiched be- 
tween storage/buoyancy chambers in her ends. 
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Two 
Sailing Jonboats 

Jim Michalak, 118 E. Randall. Lebanon. 

IL 62254. 

the flat stern run of a powered jon. The 
bottom in the stern is pinched inward and 
swept up above the waterline like they did 
in colonial days (the Jonboat wasn't in- 
vented yesterday). The transom doesn't 
drag through the water. That makes them 
much easier to move at low speeds but far 
less suited for an outboard motor. As you 
might imagine, the tapered stern reduces 
the stern's buoyancy and thus its capabil- 
ity to support the weight of motor and op- 
erator, and gives the aft bottom a very 
poor planing angle. 

But back to my story. Actually the 
first sailing jon hull I designed was the 
latest one to get built. I made an eighth 
scale model of her when I drew her and used 
the model to hold my drafting junk. So she 
got named Pencilbox. 

Pencilbox is a different fish, a 15-1/2 
footer with a lot of Birdwatcher features in 
her 7' long cuddy cabin. An open walkway 
cuts through the entire length of the cabin 
with the rig stepped off-center in the 
walkway. Pencilbox goes beyond 
Birdwatcher in that the cabin ends at the 
pram bow which has a step-through open- 
ing with its sill about 12" above the water- 
line. You can step straight from the shore 
into the cabin and walk past the mast and 
into the cockpit through a cutout in the 
main bulkhead. The entire first 13' of the 
hull is open to habitation and the last 2- 
1/2' is a storage/buoyancy chamber. Both 
the cuddy and the cockpit are large enough 
to sleep adults. The cuddy can be com- 
pletely closed in with drop boards on the 
bulkheads and hatch covers over the walk- 
way. 

Torsional rigidity can be a problem 
with square toed boats like these. If you 
box the hull ends in with decks and have 
fairly stiff wales across the open cockpits, 
you'll get good stiffness. I suspect the 
aluminum jons rely on their boxed seat 
structures for torsional rigidity. With 
Pencilbox, cutting a slot down the center 

of the cabin to form a walkway doesn't 
help its torsional stiffness at all. So the 
bulkheads that form the ends. of her cabin 



are reinforced to avoid twist. What appear 
to be massive dropboard guides are really 
bulkhead reinforcements doing double duty 
as guides. In sailing her I've never detected 
any twisting. 

I advertised the Pencilbox in my 
brochure for a while with little success. I 
suspect that the advantages of the hull 
layout weren't obvious in the line draw- 
ings. Luckily, Mark Bustamonte, a local 
sailor with a wood working habit and a 
houseful of little kids, stopped by the 
shop one day. He saw that old Pencilbox 
model and its advantages were immediately 
clear to him,including one I hadn't recog- 
nized: You can safely pen up the little kids 
in the shady open topped cuddy. He got 
drawings on the spot and went to work. 

This was Mark's first homebuilt boat 
and he did an excellent job. He added the 
big windows in the cabin for the enter- 
tainment of his youthful crew and I'm cer- 
tain that was an improvement over the 
tiny peep windows I showed in the draw- 
ings. 

Mark's boat sails very well indeed, 
leaving me with the impression that the 
bigger these sailing jons are, the better 

they go, especially if they also become 
proportionally slimmer. With her ends 
swept high, Pencilbox maneuvers like a 
sports car. Heeled in a breeze, she presents 
a long waterline with a V entry that cuts 
the waves. I don't know of many sail boats 
of any size as easy to use as this one. She 
rigs in 5 minutes and you can almost al- 
ways launch and retrieve her without get- 
ting your feet wet. I think she weighs 
about 300 pounds ready to go. She'll tow 
behind a two liter car with little effort. She 
rows well too, provided you've got smooth 
water. Wakes of skiboats- on hot windless 
summer days will try your rowing patience 
in any flat boat. I don't row through them 
anymore. If I see one coming I just stop 
rowing until it has gone by and things 
have settled down. 

There's also a 19 footer called 
Jewelbox nearly completed in North Texas 
with the same hull shape as these others. 
But Jewelbox has a true Birdwatcher roof 
with nice porches fore and aft. It will be 
interesting to see how she works out. As 
strange as she looks, all her features are 
proven and the larger size is bound to be 
all to her advantage. Perhaps her builder 
will paint her green and poke about those 
big Texas lakes lik, a true jonboat. Why 
not? 

ail f bo 
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Front view of Pencilbox shows bow entry and cuddy walkway. 

The Bustamontes sailing in Pencilbox. 

Left: The prototype of Jewelbox, a 19' lug rigged jon boat with a Birdwatcher cabin. She 
should sail by next spring. 
Plans for Piccup Squared are $18, and Pencilbox $25. 

- 1] 



With the exception of having to lug 
all the stuff of living and building a home 
and a boat across the state, I have never 

regretted our having moved from Nashville 
to Lenoir City, Tennessee. Honey misses 
the bright lights and social happenings of 
our state's capital. But life and business in 
the mountains of East Tennessee are the 
greatest as are the people to be found here. 

To me this is an ideal community for 
us to raise our daughter Anna. The people 
that one can meet here are by and large the 
most kind and understanding people on the 
planet. Just mention to one of them that 
you are building a boat and they are quite 
likely to break into a warm smile. And 
some of the older, more experienced of the 
folks around will break into a broad grin, 
or even a belly laugh. 

The belly laugh most often comes 
from the wives of these my fellow 
"Riverine Sportsmen". Tom, an avid duck 
hunter and fisherman, told me that one 
time he had built "a Duck Boat, kinda like 

a sneak box but more boxy and not quite 
so low in the water." 

His wife snickered, "It was beautiful 
until it blew out of the pickup on the first 
day of duck season." 

And there's Oscar who has been build- 
ing a canoe in his basement workshop 
since 1967. 

"How come it has taken you so long?" 
I asked him. 

"Ya'see, shortly after I got the build- 
ing jig and all of the molds set up, I fell 
upon two great concepts. First is that 
while I had my tools out the kids couldn't 
be allowed in. Second is that while I was 
building my wife couldn't use my tool 
space for storage." 

"Third, he can never get the damn 
thing out of the basement." His wife 
chimed in. 

"Yeah, but I can still escape from my 
kids." 

"Those are your grandkids, dear." 
Bill, on the other hand found an old 

barge, and converted it into a lovely 
sternwheel houseboat. I've only met Bill 
once. He and his wife are living out their 
retirement on the river. 

One of the first people that I had the 
fortune of meeting in Lenoir City was Jack 
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Instant Indeed! 
Or More Adventures 

in Instant Boatbuilding 

By Robert B. Hoge 

Hardin. Jack works for the State 
Department of Motor Vehicles, but also 

owns a small sawmill which he operates as 
a hobby. As a matter of fact, I have 
watched Jack do a lot of sawing, particu- 
larly after a tornado went through town, 
but I have never known him to sell a stick 
of wood. I think that he just likes to crank 
up the old 1940 vintage John Deere 
kerosene engine Just to hear the booming 
sound of the two big 9 inch pistons. Jack's 
youngest son, Wes, a skilled carpenter and 
cabinet maker probably gets the most 
benefit out of the mill. 

I met Jack at the Masonic Lodge in 
Lenoir City and we immediately became 
fast friends. It did not take long into our 
knowing each other that Jack learned that I 
was building a boat. 

"What kind of a boat?" Jack asked. 
"A 26 and a half foot long by 4 foot 

wide version of a 1920's era cigarette race 
boat." 

"Ya' make her out of fiberglass, or 
wood?" 

"Fiberglass over mahogany plywood, 
this is an "Instant Boat"." 

Jack was so intrigued with the con- 
cept of an "Instant Boat" that he took pity 
on me and has allowed me the use of one of 
the outbuildings on his farm. 

"Sure, you can set up shop in the old 
com crib." 

"Great, will there be any problem out 
there?" 

"No," Jack drawled, "Just clean you 
out a spot and make yourself 'ta home." 

Another great set of friends whom I 
met in Lenoir City are George and Ida Mae 
DeWolf. George (whom I guess to be in his 
late seventies) was born and raised on 

Narragansett Bay, and is quite a sailor. 
When he was a boy George owned a 

Herreshoff 12-1/2. George claims to have 
had "Cap'n Nat" himself join him on the 
shakedown voyage of his 12-1/2. 

The DeWolfs have allowed me to 
moor my sailboat at their dock on Tellico 
Lake for the summer. This arrangement has 
not only allowed me to get several morn- 
ings out sailing, it allowed me to use the 
sailboat trailer to move my "Instant Boat" 
project to the com crib from Nashville. 
The trailer on which the "Bullywooger" 
rested was a homemade affair, and was not 
yet roadworthy. Therefore my sailboat 
trailer would have to haul the 
"Bullywooger" to its final building site. 

Jack's old corn crib had a good roof 
on it, and the doors on both east and west 

ends of the building had long since fallen, 
but there was a space, about 30' x 12', for 
the finishing of my four year "Instant 
Boat". To either side of this center space 
were two long "cribs", formerly assigned 
for the storage of corn, one comer of 
which was to become mine for the storage 
and setup of my finger removers and other 
tools and supplies needed for the comple- 
tion of the "Bullywooger". 

As disused barns and sheds will do 
this building had collected well over a cen- 
tury's worth of broken farm implements, 
used up tools, bicycles, well pumps, and 
scrap lumber. It took nearly a week of 
cleaning, hauling, and burning to ready 
the place for the boat. And it was all less 
than a mile from Fort Loudon Lake. At the 
corn crib you can even hear the signal 
horn on the lock usher passing craft 
through its gates. 

Next there was the minor hassle of 
having electricity run out to the corn crib. 
While I am a past master in making do 
with "Slobbovian Engineering” there are 
some things which government electrical 
inspectors insist on being done correctly. 
Ten feet of one inch galvanized water pipe 
will never pass as a ground rod. Eight feet 
of solid 3/4 inch galvanized rod is the 
specification, so another week passed be- 
fore I was able to steal the time needed for 
the return to Nashville to fetch the 
"Bullywooger". 

My old diesel pickup truck had 
reached the end of her useful life span so I 
replaced it with an A.M.C. Eagle SX/4, a 



sporty 4x4 which looks rather like a Ford 
Pinto on steroids. I chose this auto be- 
cause one of my employees owned a sta- 
tion wagon version of this model and was 
most pleased with its performance towing 
her pontoon boat. Other factors were the 
condition of the vehicle (excellent, nearly 

mint condition), and the price ($500 
above what I got for the pickup). As I read 
the specs in the owner's manual I saw that 
the little beast was rated for towing up to 
3500 Ibs. or four times the weight of the 
"Bullywooger", and a thousand pounds 

more than the weight of our sail boat. In 
addition to all of the above there was the 
simple fact that this little 4x4 was quite 
unique. So unique that I had only seen two 
or three of them. In fact it was so dam 
unique that according to the dealership 
only a couple of thousand of the SX/4 were 
ever made. This car was so confounded 
unique that the only hope for having a 
trailer hitch installed was to have one cus- 
tom made. In my mind's eye I saw a car- 
toon money bag with wings flying away. 

Therefore, armed with my trusty pen- 
cil, square, measuring sticks, etc., I went 
to the auto parts stores in the area to make 
a nuisance of myself. I would make the 
doggone thing myself out of pieces/parts 
rather than pay the two hundred plus for a 
custom job. In the end I found a unit rated 
for 5,000 Ibs. at Walmart of all places. 
The hitch was supposed to fit a gargantuan 
Ford F-350 Pick-up but I figured that with a 
little shortening of the cross piece, and re- 
locating a couple of holes it would fit. 
Much to Honey's amazement (and a small 
amount of awe of my own) the thing did 

fit, and with only a slight rerouting of the 
exhaust system, and a half day of swearing 
at the dnll as I crawled around under the car 
punching holes in the frame. 

Even more my new rig towed the 
empty trailer to Nashville effortlessly. 

On my arrival in Nashville I found the 
"Bullywooger" sitting in the garage on its 
trailer just as I had left it. But now came 
the problem of transferring it to the sail- 
boat trailer. The sailboat is 21' long, and 
the "Bullywooger" is 26-1/2', so I pulled 
the two trailers out into the driveway side 
by side and pondered such things as gross 
weights, centers of gravity, tongue 
weights, bunk and hull support placement, 
while my mother plied me with coffee, 
sandwiches, gossip, and advice. The coffee 
and sandwiches were excellent. _ 

In the end I jacked up the trailer and 
moved the axle back on the frame as far as 
it would go and lowered all of the supports 
as far as they would go. The sailboat 
trailer, a Dilly (brand) does have a nice fea- 
ture in that there is a pin about half way 
down the tongue which allows the aft end 
of the trailer to be pivoted downward for 
shallow water launching. While I have 
only used this feature once before, this 
time I was counting on the ability to lower 
one end so that I could start the 
"Bullywooger" onto the first roller with- 
out having to physically lift the boat up 
onto it. I pulled the pin and heaved up on 
the tongue. When had tried this operation 
before, the trailer had easily bowed down, 
but now, with the wheels so far aft, I was 

forced to use a hydraulic jack to overcome 
the weight shift. 

Aligning the two trailers nose to tail I 
began to winch the boat onto the new 

trailer. Slowly the "Bullywooger" began 
to slide forward as the tension built on the 
nylon winch rope only to stop at the sec- 
ond roller. I pulled. I hoisted. I heaved. 
Finally I wedged my 76 year old mother 
into the transom to counter the weight of 
the bow. Crawling under the trailers on my 
back and pushing upward with my legs. 
The bow inched over the second roller, and 

the elastic qualities of the nylon winch 
rope snapped the boat forward to the third 
roller. Mom enjoyed the nde. 

I spent the rest of that afternoon and 
into the evening jacking the supports into 
place and loading wood, parts, fiberglass, 

resins, paint and tools into the hull. 
The trip back to East Tennessee went 

well. I did notice that I was tuming a lot of 
heads as we rolled down I-40, and after the 

umpity-third explanation on the CB radio 
of what I was hauling I tumed the radio off. 
Jack suggested that I use some of the lum- 
ber from one of the numerous piles in the 
barnyard to rebuild the doors before win- 
ter, but I told him that that this was "An 

Instant Boat", and that I should be out of 
the crib before winter set in. 

Jack and I glued, screwed and fiber- 
glassed the outer keel in place, and I laid 

the "Jast" of the glass on the hull this past 
fall. I was in a dead heat run to get the boat 
sanded, and painted before winter, but the 
cold came early to the mountains. 

Bureaucrats: There are those here in 
Loudon County, as everywhere, who by 
profession are required to be bureaucratic 
nitpickers and nitwits. In all fairness I 
must say that such people around here tend 
to be so involved only for eight hours of 
the day, and then mostly by reason of their 
job descriptions. The prime example of 
this type can be found most often at the 
Court House. 

Following what I thought were stan- 
dard procedures, I sent a form to the 
"Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency" to 
register the "Bullywooger" and be as- 
signed our TN number for the bow. The 
form came back by retum mail along with 
a form letter which explained that the reg- 

istration had been denied because I had not 
had the County Court Clerk "validate" it. 

"I've never had to have my registra- 
tion validated for my other boat," I told 
the bureaucrat in Nashville, via long dis- 
tance. 

"Well, this is a new registration, and 
the County has to verify that all applica- 
ble sales taxes have been paid." 

"But what taxes? I built it myself." 
"Well, just tell the court clerk, and he 

will stamp the form and endorse it." 
My trek to the Loudon County Court 

House was to be a real eye-opener. 
"Hi! I'd like to register my boat." 
"Oh ' OK!" 
The girl at the desk handed me the 

same orange form that the State had just 
sent back to me. I filled out the form and 
offered it back to the girl. 

"Oh! OK! I don't need that, just send it 
to the State." 

"This is a new registration. I'll need 
to have the form 'validated'." 

"Oh! OK! I'll just need to see your bill 
of sale so that you can pay me the sales 
taxi 

"Well, you see, there is no bill of sale 
for the boat, I am only just finishing it. I 
built it myself." I said proudly. 
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A look of panic stole across her face. 
It seems that I had presented her with 
something that she hadn't a form for. "Oh! 
OK! Just declare a value on the boat and I'll 
just tax you on that." 

Now a look of panic stole across my 
face. "But Ma'am, I have built this boat 
over the last four years, a board here and a 
can of paint there. I paid sales taxes on ev- 
erything when I bought it, and I don't 
think I owe anything more." 

"Oh! OK! So how much would the boat 
be worth if you were to sell it today?" 

With some quick mental arithmetic I 
figured eight percent of the eight hundred 
some odd dollars I had tied up was about 
sixty some odd dollars more than I had in 
my pocket. Tax on the ten thousand dollar 
price tag that might convince me to part 
with the boat was about what I had in the 
boat to begin with. 

"That would be double taxation, and a 

violation of my ‘Constitutional Rights'!" 
Now the look of panic stole across 

the counter to her side. The various gov- 
ernment agencies had provided numerous 
blank forms and headaches that go along 
with the mere mention of "Violating a per- 
son's Constitutional Rights". And here 
was a pure blooded Scotsman about to de- 
clare "Minority 
Status”. 

"OooH! Okay!... Couldn't you just 
give me a figure if you were to sell the boat 
to yourself." 

"To myself the boat's only worth a 
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COASTAL COLD-MOLDING 
worton creek marina, inc. 

dollar." 
"Oh... They won't buy that, a twenty 

six footer's gotta be worth a couple of 
thousand... OK!" 

"I don't even know for sure that it will 
float." 

"OK! Look, it’s close to closing time. 
Why don't you call the "TWRA" and see 
what they do in a case like this. Oh!" 

I returned to the car feeling like be- 
coming a real "tax rebel". I'd find some 
cheap tin skiff, register it and use those 

numbers. "Sure," Honey suggested, " or 
you could just paint it camouflage and only 
go out at night." 

I couldn't even wait to get home to the 
telephone. I stopped at my store on the 
way and called the TWRA. "Well, if you 
don't have all of the retail receipts, just 
give them an affidavit that all parts were 
purchased at retail and that taxes were paid 
at that time. They will enter the affidavit 
as a bill of sale with a zero amount.” 

The following afternoon I entered the 
Loudon County Court Clerk's Office pre- 
pared to do battle with the man himself. 
Happily, I didn't see the same girl at the 
counter. 

"Hi! I need to register my boat." The 
lady offered me yet another orange form, 
but I gave her the one I had filled out the 
day before along with my notarized affi- 
davit." 

"So, you built the boat yourself?" the 
lady asked as she initialed my forms and 
worked her rubber stamps. "You're not the 

EASY BEAUTY 
The world’s most complex multi-chine kit boat. 

She can be “stitched” together in 15 hours. 

fellow who's building a boat over in Jack 
Hardin's old corn crib are you?” 

"Why, yes I am." 
As it turned out, the lady lives just 

down the road from Jack's, and she and her 

husband had been curious about what sort 
of project was shaping up in the old com 
crib. Living in a small community does 
have some advantages at times. 

I did not waste all of the winter 
months merely making a living and deal- 
ing with bureaucrats. While the partners 
thought that I was busy building new 
shelves and displays for our store I was 
also able to finish fabricating the floor- 
boards, seats, cockpit coaming and wind- 
shield. 

I used 3/4" cypress fence boards for 
the seats and floorboards. I had a large 
stack of the stuff rotting in mother's back 
yard, and with a some care in picking I was 
able to select eighteen or twenty of the 6' 
pieces. Milling the rough edges brought 
the width down to just less than 5". I had 
to sand the daylights out of the tops of 
this punky stuff, but I left the underside of 
these pieces alone. Had I sanded both sides 
the thickness of the boards would have 
been less than 1/2". The varnish will seal 

it anyway. 
For the dashboard [ used some choice 

7/8 walnut that I had saved from a previous 
project. The end result of the dash was 
quite pleasing if I do say so myself. 

(To be Continued) 

That’s Easy Beauty! 
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. COASTAL COLD-MOLDING SUPPLIES | 

Supplies * Tools + Services * Technical Support 

lor all of your boat building needs from Lofting through Launching. 

23145 Buck Neck Road « Chestertown, MD « 21620 

For a free catalogue or service, please call 
1-800-398-7556 
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Ultra-light 14’, 95 Ibs., 6-chine rowing skiff. Our Wineglass Dory 
is the ultimate in computer-produced kit technology. 

Send $2 for information packet. 

PYGMY BOAT CoO. 
P.O. BOX 1529 * PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368 * 206-385-6143 

new PLYBOATS 6 new 
SOFTWARE FOR THE DESIGN OF SMALL BOATS 

DESIGN PLYWOOD BOATS 

COMPLETE WITH SAIL RIGS 
Easy to use pull down menus friendly fast quick learn 

Software includes hull design, stability analysis 
Plywood and Bulkhead layout, sail design w/ 20 sail rigs 

calculates all hull info, full lines printout, 44 sample designs, 

97 page Manual, fully indexed, 8 1/2 by 11, includes: 
How to design information, existing design modification 

model making, DXF CAD file generation. Runs on any X86 PC. 

Send SASE for Information or $89.50 plus $5.50 shipping and handling 

Ray Clark Enterprises 5861 Woodboro Dr. 

Huntington Beach, CA 92649 Phone & Fax(714) 840-7284 



Fabulous 
Five Day 
Messabout 

in 

San Diego 
By Annie Kolls 

A fabulous five days was had by all. 
People came from all over the west coast 
and brought some incredible boats. There 
were two 9' tugs (Dudley Elmore says he 
will now build one), a 10' trimaran, and 

some of the finest examples of workman- 
ship in wood I have ever seen. Our oldest 
boat was 32' "Laughs A Plenty", a 1919 
Stone sloop (also a member of AMSS) and 
the newest was Nils Anderson's "So Du It", 
a prototype 14' offshore cruising boat 
with a revolutionary ng consisting of a 
fixed winged keel, hollow flexible masts 
at the stern comers and a roller-furling 
double genoa. There were SanFrancisco 
Pelicans, a multitude of gorgeous dories, 
the schooner "Therapy", flocks of tradi- 
tional small sailing vessels, including 
Tony Groves' three Pirate Boats, which he 
sold during the event to another "scuzz- 
bum",who now owns a dozen small boats 
(at least). 

Pirate-boat racing took place every 
day. (I even captured a pirate flag in my 
"Hot Yot"). Everyone sailed or rode in as 
many boats as they could, and still make it 
back in time for the Four Food Orgies. 
These consisted of a Turkey Barbeque, a 
Chili Dinner, a Pancake Breakfast, and the 
Finale Feast, a gourmet Yellowtail Bar- 
beque. We have Greg Potter to thank for 
his enormous help with the chili and 
pancake feeds. What a great guy he is! 

Many happy new friendships were 
formed at the wonderful nightly bonfire 
(provided by Steve Hyman) which was at- 
tended by all who could stay awake after all 
the sun and sailing. All expenses for the 
event were covered by the attendance fees. 
We enrolled about 35 new members in 
SCSBMS, and enthusiasm was so high, 
there is clamoring to do it again next year. 
This location is a fine one for families 
with kids, and small boats and small boat 

events, and will be "on the map" now 
among the traditional small craft crowd. 

Photos by Dennis Farrell & Annie Kolls 

Right from the top: Pirate attack! Tony 
Groves’ sturdy lateen rigged pirate boats 
were kept very busy as various teams tried 
their luck at pirate racing, which is a cap- 
ture the flag game for wily sailors seen 
regularly at SCSBMS messabouts. Annie 
Kolls' Picaroon "Precious" crossing the 
bow of Sabin and Claudia Mroz's Great 
Pelican "Big Bird". A dory of Hogans, 
Greg, Anne, Mary and Questa Hogan 
aboard their wonderful red dory. It does ev- 
erything; goes fast, sleeps four, rides on a 
trailer, and goes right up on the beach. 
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Clockwise from top left: Annie Kolls' Picaroon If "Precious", a 1937 Sam Rabl design, with a modern marconi cutter rig instead of the 
original gaff rig with running backstays. "Precious" has been owned by Annie for nearly ten years, she bought the boat from its builder, 
Sam Radding. Dick Thompson and Steve Kimball enjoying "Precious". Dockside lineup here shows from foreground the Pelican "Ruby 
Begonia", Cartopper "Putly Buddy", schooner "Therapy" and a Giant Pelican. Young Ben Kimball enjoying "Mystic Lady", a very popular 
sharpie built by Dick Thompson of Missouri. 
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Above from top: Another view of 
"Precious from the stern showing how 
nicely set up she is. "Pelican Power"! 
Sabin and Claudia Mroz giving a_ tow to 
another participant with their Great 
Pelican. 

At right from the top: "Ruby Begonia" is a 
lovely all brightwork San Francisco 
Pelican owned by Gordon and Fumi Bundy. 
A rare bird is the Intergalactic Schooner 
"Encore" (which also doubles as a fine 10' 
rowing dinghy) sailed by owners Annie 
Kolls and Dudley Elmore. Ed Pieters and 
his elegant all brightwork sailing canoe 
"Ariel". 
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"Swashbuckler" 
A Micro Cruiser 

By H. Douglas MacNary 
Starting in 1983, I built a 

Swashbuckler sailboat to a design from 
"Boatsmith", Number 2, Fall 1983 (P.O. 
Box 06476, Fort Meyers, FL 33906). The 
boat is approximately 14' long with a 5' 
beam. Sail area is 125 sq. ft. The 
Swashbuckler is constructed of 3/8" exte- 
rior plywood, bonded and painted with 
epoxy and Imron (polyurethane). 9 oz. 
fiberglass cloth protects the bottom. I 
modified the design for shoal draft opera- 
tion and ease of rigging. I developed a 
mast tabernacle from two pieces of steel 
strap 1/8" thick. The mast originally 
stepped on the keel. I sawed it off just 
above the deck, attached the straps to the 

below-deck-piece and hinged the above- 
deck-piece with a through bolt. 

In the Ist photo I'm raising the mast 
with the yard attached (gunter rig). The 
snotter for the sprit boom is attached after 
the yard is raised. The stern, in the 2nd 
photo shows the storage position for the 
mast, yard and sprit boom. Note the 
crotch, 3hp Sears outboard, EEz-In motor 

bracket, kick-up rudder and fold-down 
boarding ladder. 

The boat is shown with the leeboard 
and rudder down sailing in the 3rd photo. It 
contains full camping gear: Sears camping 
cot, potti, gimballed stove (mounts in the 
cockpit or cabin), flashlight battery pow- 
ered dome and running lights, etc. There is 

a cover for the non-draining cockpit which 
is held in place by bungee sewn around the 
edges of the cover. The boat will float in 
3" of water. The 4th photo caught me low- 
ering the yard before putting the boat on 
the trailer. And the Sth photo illustrates 
the leeboard mounting bracket. It is con- 
structed of galvanized steel pipe (painted), 
tees, foot flanges and hardwood bearing 
blocks. The rudder and leeboards are 6061- 
T6 x .103 in. aluminum. 

I sold the boat in 1991. When last 
seen, it was sailing on Douglas Lake, 
Tennessee. 

LIBERTY 
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SCAMP is diminutive 16' shell, in the 

style of a Louisiana Pirogue, constructed 
from ONE 4' x 8' sheet of plywood. 
SCAMP was designed for the Biloxi 
Boatbuilding Contest held in 1983. This 
design is from my "minimalist series" of 
designs that are inexpensive and simple to 
build as well as pleasing to the eye. 

Two SCAMP's were built for the con- 
test. Lyle Bonge’, Estelle Lacoste, and I 
made up our building team. We built the 
first boat prior to the contest to check the 
plans, practice "speed" building, and test 
the principal assumption that with its sole 
occupant seated in place, the thing would 
float. It did, in Lyle's fish pond. 

The second SCAMP was built the 
moming of the contest, and for the requi- 
site time period floated with your author 
aboard in the Old Harbor Fountain and was 
judged winner over the other contestants’ 
sub-compact skiff. 

Although this design was created for 
the contest and neither of the two boats 
were put to practical use, SCAMP can 
prove an easy way for some readers to get a 
basic rowing shell hull at minimum cost. 
All you need to get started is a single 4' x 
8' sheet of 1/4" plywood. 

In addition to the plywood, you'll 
need adhesive, such as Sikaflex or 3M 
5200, ring shank boat nails, and some |" 
x 2" lumber. Later, you will need paint or 
some type of “coating” for the hull. If 
you're careful, there will be enough scrap 
plywood left from cutting out the sides, 

WOOD-CANVAS CANOE RESTORATION 

INSTRUCTION 
CLASSES @ MATERIALS @ REPAIRS 

Do you want to learn how to retore that family heirloom, or 

just see how it is done? | an offering instructions covering 

the full range of restoration problems from structural repairs 

to recanvassing. Call or write for details and my schedules. 

I also sell canoe restoration materials, inciuding clear north- 

em white cedar, canvas, canvas filler and hardware. 

William Clements 
Boat Builder 
P.O. Box 87 
18 Mt. Pleasant Street 

N. Billerica, MA 01862 
Telephone (508) 663-3103 
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"Scamp 
A 16' Minimal Shell 

By Donn Kaylor 

bottom and butt blocks to make coamings 
and knees edge-glued in place with epoxy. 
SCAMP could also be provided with some 
sort of decking to keep waves from lap- 
ping onboard and deck beams to provide 
additional huli strength. These details are 
not provided on the drawing, but left to the 
builder to improvise. 

The plans show the bottom and sides 
fitted together with chine logs, although I 
imagine "stitch and glue” can be used. 
These chine logs are not really so hard to 
make. The bevel can be roughed out with a 
power saw and finished with a plane. The 
chines are long and flexible enough to be 
sprung in place yet they add rigidity and 
faimess to the hull joints and surfaces. 

Boats of the "minimalist series” can 
be built with very little out-of-pocket ex- 
pense. Spending a lot of money on high 
grade materials must be justified by the 
level of the builder's skill and projected 
"life expectancy" of the finished boat. 

The fore and aft sections of the side 
and bottom panels are joined with ply- 
wood butt blocks and "shortened" nails. 
The butt blocks should be well glued with 

epoxy or polyurethane adhesive. 
Although the hull shell itself is sim- 

ple, and a canoe or kayaker's double paddle 
will suit some, the installation of rowing 
gear might please others. Building good 
rowing "machinery" requires technologies 
that are not normally available in the 
home shop. Some skilled builders might 
design and fabricate rowing gear on their 
own, but for others, the pages of this 
magazine are graced from time to time by 
the banners of those, who for reasonable 
cost, can assist you with these matters. If 
you purchase quality equipment now, 
SCAMP can be replaced with a more ad- 
vanced design as your skills develop. 

Remember SCAMP is a 
diminutive boat, with only three 
inches of freeboard at _a_total dis- 
placement of approximately 175 
pounds, SCAMP has capacity only 
for a child or small adult who will 
wear a life jacket! 

Cousin to SCAMP is a practical 7' 
dinghy named SCOOP, also constructed 
from a single 4' x 8' sheet of plywood. 
Building the first SCOOP will be the sub- 
ject of a future article. Plans of SCAMP and 
SCOOP, as well as other designs from my 
"minimalist series", which includes boats 
constructed with up to 3 sheets of ply- 
wood, are available by mail. 

Information may be obtained from 
Donn Kaylor Yachts and Workboats, 5349 
E. 2nd St., Suite C, Long Beach, CA 
90803. 

"Seashell" 
A classic rowing shell. Custom built fiberglass hull with teak trim. 

LOA 17'3"- Beam 2'4” - Weight 95lbs. Built with care by: 
Davis Bros. Marine, P.O. B. 208, Westport Pt., MA 02791 

(508) 636-6669 



PISCATAQUA WHERR 

14'x47" hand laid fiberglass hull 
Solid mahogany gunwales and seats 

Two rowing stations 
Well balanced with deep, full 

length keel 
Amazing stability with sharp entry 

to the seas 
Traditional wine glass transom. 

BAY MAINE BOATS 

P.O. Box 631 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 

(207) 967-4282 

SMALL SAILBOAT 
SPECIALISTS 

Rt 31 North 
Glen Gardner, NJ 

08826 
(908) $37-6300 

JOIN TSCA! 
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES: 

* A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE ASH BREEZE 
* MEMBERS’ DISCOUNT BOOK SERVICE 

* INSURED SMALL CRAFT EVENTS 

The Traditional Small Craft Association is 
a non-profit tax-exempt educational or- 
ganization which seeks to preserve and 
encourage the design, construction, and 
use of traditional small craft. Annual dues 
$15 (Tax Deductible) 

Write to: The Secretary 
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Interested in traditional small boats? 

The Traditional Small Craft Association 
P. O. Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355 
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LOOKS A LITTLE LIKE A "ROB ROY" 

I wanted to show you the Rob Roy ca- 
noe I built two winters ago now that I have 
had some time to get to know and love her. 
The boat was built to a design by my friend 
John J. Smith, a Boatbuilder and Marine 
Surveyor from Seabrook, SC. John de- 
signed the boat to be built in the "quick 
and dirty" fashion. He did his job well but I 
exercised a certain amount of license with 
both adjectives. No one has ever described 
me as "quick" and | tried to work towards 
the fussy end of "dirty" while building this 
one. 

Back when John operated a boat shop 
in Pennsylvania, I used to stop in now and 
then to bounce ideas off him about boats I 
thought [ might build someday. John tol- 
erated me quite well but one day he needed 
to get back to making money so he 
pressed a pile of patterns on me for this 
boat. I didn't know what the boat would 
look like as there was no picture or model 
for me to see but it was just the gentle push 
I needed to get started on a project. As I 
began my task, John's words stayed on my 
mind, " go forth and build this boat, but 

for crissakes don't spend any money on it! 
Just build it out of any old crap you've got 
around!" Well, I spent a little bit on two 
sheets of 1/4" lauan and one sheet of 1/8" 
door skin lauan for the deck. The boat re- 
quired no lofting or molds and literally 
rose off the bench as the hull panels were 
stitched together. As I mentioned, I had no 
previous idea what the boat would look 
like so this was a pretty exciting moment. 

407-575-4530 
207-781-3051 

With the addition of a few light web frames 
and the deck the boat became quite a strong 
structure. The seams were filleted and taped 
and the whole liberally coated with the "E" 
stuff. Some paint and fittings finished the 
job. 

To say that I am pleased with the re- 
sult would be an understatement. The boat 
is very pretty. If the observer stands back 
and squints, there is a great resemblance to 
the Rob Roy in the collection of Mystic 
Seaport of supposed John MacGregor ori- 
gins. Of course there is a world of differ- 
ence in the construction of the two boats. 
But in profile and general dimensions 
there is great similarity. My Rob Roy is 
12' in length with a beam of 31". The 
weight is 41 pounds, not bad for a decked 
boat. The boat is a delight to use, being 
easy to launch and very responsive to the 
double paddle. A short skeg keeps her 
tracking straight and the boat is quite 
stable even with a rowdy dog along for the 
ride. 

This little boat has generated some 
interest among some of my fellow mem- 
bers of the Philadelphia chapter of the 
TSCA and as John has kindly left the pat- 
terms in my care, perhaps a few more boats 
will be built. When John built the proto- 
type of this boat it was bought shortly 
after it's launching to be used as 
"character" decoration on the wall of some 
bar in Alaska. Seems kind of a shame to 
me. 

Dean E. Matthews, Jamison, PA 

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE SEA KAYAKS 

NAIAD « REIVER - BAIDARKA EXPLORER - ICEFLOE - DAWN TREADER 
LEGEND « VYNECK + BY NIGEL FOSTER - FEATHERCRAFT DAGGER 

VISION SKI - BETSIE BAY - GRANTA KITS - AQUATERRA - LENDAL 

Extensive Selection of Paddling Accessories 
“WE SHIP ANYWHERE™ 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

P.O. Box 4530 
P.O. Box 6045 

Tequesta, FL 33469 

Falmouth, ME 04105 
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FIRST SERIOUS BOATBUILDING PROJECT 

I launched a new Cockleshell kayak in 
late October. This was my first serious 
boatbuilding project and I am very pleased 
with the results. The diminutive craft pad- 
dies as well as she looks. 

She is built from Eric Risch's plans, 
of 4mm luan plywood and West System 
epoxy. I trimmed her in mahogany, and 
fashioned the fairleads from the same ma- 
hogany stock. She is finished with four 
coats of dark green enamel and yellow 
trim, topped with five coats of spar var- 
nish. The deck and all the trim are finished 
bright. As Eric predicted, the construction 
was simple and straightforward. I brought 
absolutely no experience to the endeavor, 
but Eric's instructions made_ the 
Cockleshell a pleasure to build. 

I learned a great deal along the way: 1) 
How to read (and how to-read between the 
lines of) plans and construction details. 2) 
An enormous respect for modern epoxy 
adhesives as well as some confidence in 
using them (are those pump dispensers 

foolproof or what?). 3) What problems 
even seemingly minor divergences from 
tried-and-true plans can cause further down 
the line, and an understanding of how to 
prepare oneself for such decisions in the 
future. And 4) That I need to update the 
lighting in my wood shop before begin- 

There is nothing— absolutely nothing— 

half so mach worth doing le 

MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS 

SILKSCREENED T-SHIRTS featuring or- 
iginal illustration and famous quotation 
from "The Wind in the Willows". Short 
sleeve $17.50 (100% cotton, light blue 
or natural). Long sleeve $22.00 (100% 
cotton, natural). Sweatshirt $27.00 
(50/50 gray). M,L,XL. Postpaid. 

THE DESIGN WORKS 
Dept. MA, P.O. Box 3394 
Silver Spring, MD 20918 

ning my next boat. 
My kayak will make her debut at the 

Upper Chesapeake Bay chapter of TSCA 
shortly. This newly-formed chapter has 
begun an ambitious program of instruc- 
tional wooden boatbuilding this fall, 
taught by boatbuilders Kevin Brennan, 
Marc Barto and Bill Doyle. Our beginning 
project is a 16’ skiff, to be ouilt for the 

Glenmar Sailing Association. We hope 
that this leads to a full-scale program in 
both introductory and advanced levels of 
instruction. 

The impetus for my own in- 
volvement was your fine little magazine. I 
ordered the kayak plans after learning 
about them in "Messing About..." and will 
no doubt find ideas for many more boats 
between its covers. 

Ron Pilling, Baltimore, MD. 
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New Stitch-n-glue "SEA KAYAK" — Patterns 
supplied for virtually every part, including planking. 
PICTOTIAL OCU YE MAINS cestetetprasances ttpaies exaeecratanee $6 
PISS Se PA LCCC caenteccenencansteccronasassti etiaserseaces $55 

Build a traditional WHITEH 
plank construction...Build a canoe using WOOD STRIP/ 
FIBERGLASS, COLD-MOLD, or STITCH-and-GLUE. 
Whether a rowboat, sailboat or powerboat we have the best 

see selection and the best price. Full size patterns with all plans. 
The GLEN-L, 168 page BOOK of BOAT DESIGNS, 

describes over 200 designs: Sail/Power/Row - 7' to 55' - 
"traditional" building methods to the latest in construction 
technology. 

SEND $4 TODAY or order with your MC / VISA or 
DISCOVER Card by phone or FAX. We'll AIRMAIL 
information on the BEST DESIGNS AVAILABLE plus a 
FREE "SUPPLIES" Catalog featuring: fastenings, glues, 
fiberglass materials, EPOXIES, more. Send an additional 
$2 and receive "HOW TO EPOXY" Manual. 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELL & STAR 
APPLEDORE POD 

MAAS AERO & 24 

TRINKA 8, 10 & 12 DINGHIES 
EASTERN 18 COMMERCIAL OB 

BRIDGES POINT 24 

THULE RACKS 
ROWING INSTRUCTION 

55 Spicer Ave., Noank, CT 06340 
(203) 536-6930 

Largest Selection of Canoes in New 
England 

Nearly 500 on display 

OLD TOWN - ALUMACRAFT 
ALLAGASH - RADISON 

MERRIMACK - MANSFIELD 
Prices like the good old days 

FERNALD'S 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 0-195] 

(508) 465-0312 
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ne designs 
9152 Rosecrans, Box 1804AM4 

Bellflower, CA 90706 

PH: 310/630 6258 FAX: 310/630 6280 



The Story of the "Pilot Whale" 

By John D. Winninghoff 
I was one of the founders in 1974 of a 

long since abandoned company formed to 
build sailboats with aluminum hulls 
formed using the technique of explosive 
forming. We quickly abandoned that idea 
and went on to do it hydrostatically. We 
had Ted Brewer design a 23' day sailer 
which we called the 7+ (for 7 meters + alu- 
minum + whatever!). I built a strip planked 
hull (first boat building effort for me) and 
laid up female molds from the hull, thereby 

gaining a life long aversion to working 
with FRP. The idea was to push an 
aluminum plate into a female mold using 
water pressure. The effort was a partial suc- 
cess; nothing is ever a complete failure, 
though it was easy to abandon it, particu- 
larly after finding a reference in a NASA 
Technical Report to the effect that Boeing 
Aircraft had "broken their pick" trying to 
form space craft gore sections using fun- 
damentally the same technique as we em- 
ployed, albeit with a budget which was 

about two orders of magnitude greater than 
ours. 

After the smoke cleared away, I as- 

sumed the debt and took over the equip- 
ment and inventory which included some- 
thing like 5,000 Ibs of 26' x 6' sheets of 
1/8" aluminum and a high tech welding 

machine, which is still in service nearly 
20 years later. One of my two workers 
suggested building a small lobster boat, 
which he offered to operate. I gave the de- 
sign job to Phil Bolger with virtually no 
constraints other than that it had to be 
produced from the aluminum sheets on 
hand. A 23' (7 meter) open boat was the re- 
sult with the lines of the boat in the 
November Ist "Bolger on Design", same 
beam, just shorter. This led to some pub- 
licity in the "National Fisherman" which 
resulted in a contract to build a stretched 
version, a 26 footer with twin engines. 
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In June 1976, Alex Fernandez, who 

was the senior harbor pilot in San Juan, 
contacted Phil regarding a boat he was in- 
terested in which was for sale in St. 
Thomas. Phil said it was unsuited to his re- 
quirements, and suggested an aluminum 
boat built around the lobster boat hull. 
Alex came to Gloucester to discuss it. He 
had quite a flare for drafting and had rather 
definite ideas on the design. He worked 
with Phil to produce the boat described in 
the November Ist. article. 

I agreed to build it. Alex visited sev- 
eral times during construction, always 
bringing with him the most delicious rum I 
ever tasted, a Puerto Rican product called 
"Femandez Rum" - no relation to Alex. He 
came up for the initial sea trial about May 
of 1977 as I remember. We trailered the 
boat to Brown's Yacht Yard in Gloucester, 
launched it, and towed it 100 feet to the 
nearest diesel fuel. The engine started with 
a little effort. With Alex at the helm, the 
clutch was engaged. Nothing happened! 
Geez! 

It turned out that the Borg Warner 
transmission was set up for a right hand 
drive rather than a left hand. Fixing it re- 
quired rotating a plate in the transmission 
180°, a one minute task if the transmis- 

sion was laying on a bench. We had con- 
flicting bits of advice on the difficulty of 
doing this, one transmission expert say- 
ing he could do it in no time in his shop, 

but could not do it on the boat. For a while 
we thought we were in for a major project 
(non budgeted!), i.e. removing the Marine 
Drive Systems outdrive, unbolting the 
transmission and taking it to Salem. The 
Marine Drive Systems technician said it 
could be done without those heroics, told 
us how to do it, and with a little help from 
me (mostly cussing at it), Tim Whiting 
managed to effect the change by midnight 
that night! 

I went to my son's college graduation 
at Bowdoin the next moming. When I re- 
turned I was greeted by an exuberant 
Whiting. Not only did the boat go forward 
and backwards, but it did so at the speed re- 
quired (a tad under 20 kts on a timed run 
powered by a 120 HP Ford diesel with a 
Marine Drive Systems outdrive). Alex was 
estatic. 

It was some months before the boat 
was shipped to San Juan. During one visit, 
a bunch of us took a trip with Alex to 
Marblehead, which resulted in a mini ad- 
venture. His son used the head. Shortly 
thereafter he wondered out loud what the 
red light on the instrument panel meant. I 
quickly went below and put the head handle 
in the correct position while the bilge 
pump did its thing. 

Shipping the boat to San Juan proved 
to be a bit of an adventure. We had built an 
aluminum cradle to which wheels were to 
be added in Puerto Rico to convert it to a 
trailer, and built a wood gallows frame to 

load it on a flat bed truck. The truck which 
was supposed to have a 20 inch high bed, 
had a bed was 54 inches off the ground. We 
hired a crane to load the boat and cradle. 
When the crane owner operator asked if I 
wanted him to bring his straps I said, "No 
thanks, we have some." Mine weren't up to 
the task. With the boat 6' off the ground, 
the straps broke! Three tons of boat and 
cradle undemeath crashed to the ground. It 
was disconcerting to say the least! 
Fortunately the boat was undamaged. The 
cradle was slightly bent out of shape. A 
half hour of labor fixed that. The dilemma 
was, do we charge the customer for the 
drop test. 

Alex had planned to off load the boat 
and run it with cradle and all half way to St. 
Thomas. Then in true seafaring tradition, 

he would bring it in as if it were brought in 
from St. Thomas, which would avoid the 



sales tax. Unfortunately for him, he had to 
work that day, and had to pay the tax. 

Alex used the boat, named the "Pilot 
Whale", working as a harbor pilot from 
1977 up until about two or three years ago. 
The boat made quite a name for itself and 
for aluminum construction after he had it 
about 10 years. One of his hirelings fell 
asleep and drove into a stone wall head on 
at about 1500 rpm (about 15 knots). The 

hand carved rubber bumper at the point of 
the bow was destroyed, and the engine had 

to be realigned. Other than that he reports 
that there was no damage. 

About two years ago, Alex called me 
to get a price on a replacement. It seems 
that he had sold the boat to another harbor 
pilot. This fellow was out one day, quite a 
way off shore and the boat began to take 
on water. Being a man of God, he had faith 
that all would end well. He never bothered 
to check below to determine the source of 
the problem. The boat sank in water so 
deep that salvage was uneconomical. Alex 
was trying to help his friend collect insur- 
ance. The sinking is believed to be caused 
by failure of the hose on the engine water 
cooling intake! 

EPILOGUE 
The Pilot Whale was B-4 in our num- 

bering system at the time, being the 4th 

boat build, the 3rd aluminum boat. The 
cedar strip planked plug for the ill fated 
metal forming experiment was glassed 
over and made into a very pretty sail boat 
which was B-2. We are now building hull 
#142 which is a 46' Oil Spill Response 
Vessel. We build about eight to ten boats a 
year: Fire boats, research vessels, utility 
boats, oil spill response boats, and an oc- 
casional pleasure boat. Coming up on the 
20th year since the original company was 
founded, I think we know how to design 
and build a pretty good aluminum boat. As 
for making money doing it, I can only 
agree with one of my associates who says 
that the way to make a small fortune in 
boat building is to start with a large one! 

The November Ist "Bolger on Design" 
discussed a 30' aluminum diesel launch and 
elicited this response from the builder, 
who is certainly an original thinker in the 
boatbuilding trade. As I had failed to alert 
Phil of our need for another set of designs 
in time for this issue (Phil supplies them 
in batches of six), I thought I'd bring you 
this discussion by the builder of the fol- 
low-up on one of Phils' creations. 

Cape Cod’s 
Nautical 

Book Shop 

USED, OUT-OF-PRINT, & RARE 
NAUTICAL BOOKS 

COLUMBIA TRADING COMPANY 
504 Main Street (Route 6A) 

At the corner of Meadow Lane 
West Barnstable, MA 02668 

} OPEN SHOP (508) 362-8966 | 

THE GLOUCESTER 

{doenture 
P. O. Box 1306 Gloucester, MA 01930 

(508) 281-8079 

SIGN ME ON! 

I want to help Adventure sail again by— 

JOINING THE GLOUCESTER ADVENTURE 

Annual membership includes membership card and 
decal, a free subscription to the “Adventure Newsletter,’ 

free admission on board, a 10% discount at the ship’s 

store, and reduced rates for sailing programs and other 

events. 
Membership Category 
L) Family $40 CL) Single $25 L) Senior $15 

(65 & over) 

CONTRIBUTING 

L] My additional gift of $____———s toward 
Adventure’s rebuild is enclosed. 

CL] Count me in for the long haul with my pledge of 
to be paid in installments of 
each over the next 3 years. My 

first installment is enclosed. 

PLEASE SEND ME 

L] The Gloucester Adventure’s moving 21-minute video 
of Adventure doryfishing under Capt. Hynes 40 years’ 
ago, and Capt. Sharp's triumphant return of Adventure 
to Gloucester in 1988..VHS. $35* 

CL) Adventure: Last of the Gloucester Fishing Schooners. 178 
pages, by Joe Garland with Capt. Jim Sharp. $35* 
* Any two or more items, $30 each. Shipping & 
handling, $1.75 per item. 

L] My payment of $_____is enclosed. 
(Please make checks payable to: The Gloucester Adventure.) 

Charge my L] Mastercard or LJ VISA account. 

keard No. os" See tase eS eer xe Pate 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City Zip 

Telephone ( ) 

All contributions and payments are tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent allowed by law. 



CHRIS STICKNEY 

BOATBUILDER 

@ Wooden Boat Restoration & Repair 

@ New construction 

@ Shop Rate $18/hr 

Box 146, St. George, ME 04857 
(207) 372-8543 

10'6"x3'L0" LAPSTRAKE YACHT 
TENDER 

Designed circa 1890 
Cedar planking on oak frames 
Hackmatack knees & hard pine thwarts 
Copper & bronze fastenings 
Two rowing stations 
Weight 75 Ibs. - capacity 500 Ibs. 

607-547-2658 

Tom Krieg’s Boat Shop 
(At 6 Mile PointOn West Lake Road) 

PO BOX 1007 
COOPERSTOWN, NY 13326 

Woodenboat Restoration / Rigging 

O’CONNELL’S 
CATBOATS 

Nes offering a 15’ cold molded 
trailerable catboat. Competitively 

priced with the fiberglass versions, with 
exquisite woodworking, handcast bronze, 
and built to the owner’s specifications. 

O’CONNELL’S WOODEN BOAT SHOP 
3823 Forrest School Road 

Smithsburg, Maryland 21783 
(301) 293-2540 FAX (301) 293-1169 

Builders 
NG THE EVOLU 

CONTINU! bs SINCE 1979) TION op 

| “EE BDIRONDACKC 
= CoD “pBOni=A 

ELEGANT LITTLE YACHTS 
IN WOGD AND GLASS 

-ANB ALL THAT GOES WITH THEM- 

STEVE KAULBACK CHARLOTTE, VT 05445 
802 425-3926 

CLUBHOUSE BOATWORKS 
217 S. River Clubhouse Rd. 
Harwood; Maryland 20776 

(410) 798-5356 

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM WOOD skiffs, 
prams, lapstrakes, and rowing boats. 
Dinghy repair and restoration, inlays, 
line splicing, varnishing, woodworking, 
and model building. 

Burt's Canoes 

Traditional Wood/Canvas Canoes 

BURT LIBBY 
(207) 268-4802 

Rt. 1, Box 1090 
Litchfield, ME 04350 

© \ 

TRADITIONAL WOODEN BOATBUILDIN 

REPAIRS AND RESTORATIONS 

ROB BARKER 

615 MOYERS LANE, EASTON, PA 18042 

PHONE/FAX (215) 253-9210 

SUTHERLAND 
1 BOAT & COACH, inc 

4th Generation Boat Builder 
Builds & Restores: 

wooden sail/row boats, motor 
launches & ' does station wagons 

: 

416-1/2 W. Lake Rd. 
% Hammondsport, NY 14840-9603 
Q (607) 868-3993 4y 

We specialize in building, and teaching how to 
build, a cedar strip version of Rushton’s “Wee 
Lassie” Canoe. This lightweight double paddle 
canoe is available in two versions. A sample 
copy of our newsletter and info is free. Full size 
pattems are $15. 

MAC MC CARTHY 
1705 Andrea PI. Sarasota, FL 34235 
(813) 953-7660(H) - (813) 355-6736 (S) 

Cape Cod’s 
Sailing Headquarters & 

Wooden Boat Center 

* Established 1945 

* AREY’S POND BOAT YARD * 

ARNO Day RowINnG & SAILING SKIFFS 

APBY 12-14' CAT BOATS 

Wooden Boat Repair & Restoration 

Sailboat Hardware & Rigging 

Boat Building Classes 

Rhodes 19 & Mariners 

Currently Restoring S. Dunbar “Monomoy” 

P.O. Box 222 
43 Arey’s Lane, off Route 28 
South Orleans, MA 02662 

(508) 255-0994 



SWIFTY 13 the ultimate micro-cruiser 

LENGTH 130" 
WEIGHT. 160 Ibs. 
Finished $3,200 

z $HOf1, 
"Gt. Blue Heron 19 $804, 100 

Catalog of the complete 
Shell Boats fleet 

Two-hour video 

Visa/MC 

WOODEN Boats FOR SAIL 

NORTH RIVER BOATWORKS 
6 Elm St., Albany, NY 12202 518-434-4414 

SHAMP YANKEE BOATS 
Plans, Stencils, Kits, Boats 

Plans & Instructions for Solo Canoe 

$15.00 

Robert W. Sparks 

36 Soundview Hats. 
Brantord, CT 

(203) 488-5932 06405 

13'x30" DOUBLE PADDLE CANOE 

TAPED SEAM PLYWOOD 

NO JIGS - NO LOFTING 

$15 PLANS - $1INFO ON 14 BOATS 

JIM MICHALAK 
118 E. RANDALL, LEBANON, IL 

62254 

Plans for Canoes, Seakayaks, and 

a als Decked Canoes. 

_ Or, Sail your Canoe! 

Send $1 for Info to: 

Island Canoe 
3556-M West Blakely Ave. 

7 Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

"Ice Screamer" 
Fast 7Omph Ice Boat 

Easy all-wood construction using West 

System (tm) epoxy. Average building 
time less than 100 hours. 

Plans & Sources 
& ee ae 

P.O. Box 777, Hallstead, PA 18822, (717) 879-4627 

THE 
“LITTLE CAT” 

ANTONIO DIAS/MDC 
193 TILLSON LAKE ROAD, WALLKILL, NY 12589, NY 12589 (914) 895-9165 
Marine iD €sien. & Comes irivae ene 

Hadden & afieeais 
0 4 

/N 

Specialists in Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

HCR 32, Box 301, Small Pt, ME04567 (207)389-1794/737-4143 

| Capt. Pete Culler's Plans 
GEORGE B. KELLEY 

20 LOOKOUT LANE 
HYANNIS, MASS 02601 

TEL. (S08) 775-2679 

One hundred and one traditional designs 

from a 9-foot pram to a 125-foot Tern 

schooner. Send $1 for pnee list 

- A Thrilling Craft! 

"Ice Screamer" 

25 



WEE PUNKIN 
* 

‘ 

aan 
Wy Yaa “ 

"Wee Punkin" has traditional good looks, is fun 
to build from inexpensive materials, and her 
performance willdelight you. Innovative foam 
core deck and ample flotation make her extra 
safe and comfortable. She is ideal for children 
if they can get her away from dad. Truly a 
breakthrough in small boat design. Hit of the 
Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. No 
lofting. Plans with full size station patterns and 
detailed instructions. $36. SASE for more info. 

GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 

Rt. 1, Box 75, Collbran, CO 81624 

MARINE SURVEYING SERVICES 
YACHT & WORKBOAT DESIGN 

"STOCK & CUSTOM DESIGNS: | 
‘CONTEMPORARY & CLASSIC’ 

DONN KAYLOR \ -usce passencer VESSELS: 
~ACHTS AND 5349 E. 2nd St., Suite C 
WORKBOATS Long Beach, CA 90803 

310/434-4499 

Donn G. Kaylor, Jr. Member: NAMS, ABYC, SBYD 

(SESDESIC/ 

PLANKING BENCH, Plan #51 
Extremely useful for working long members including keels, keelsons, shoes, skegs, planks, strips, clamps, wales, risers, 

strakes, carlings, ceilings, coamings, spars, oars, and paddles. 

Boats designed by Platt Monfort 

PLANS and KITS 

Send $2.00 fer Design Broch 

Monfort Associates 
RR 2 Bex 416 MA, Whecnsset, ME. 64578 

(207) 882-5504 

Bobcat 12'3" x 6'0" ‘ 
Designer Phil Bolger and builder Harold Payson have develo) 
a tack-and-tape multi-chine version of the classic BEETLE CAT 
that puts the charm and performance of this famous one-design 
within the reach of home builders with a minimum investment in 
time and money. 

PLEASE SEND ME: O Complete construction plans and instruc- 
tions for $35.00 OQ Study plan packet for Bobcat and 30 other 
easy-to- build Instant Boats for $5.00 
BOOKS: O /nstant Boats, $15.00 O Build the New Instant Boats, 
$19.95 O Go Build Your Own Boat, $20.00 O Build the Instant 
Catboat, $9.95 Q How to Build the Gloucester Light Dory, 
$7.95 OQ Keeping a Cutting Edge: Saw Filing, $7.95 Q Boat 
Modeling with Dynamite Payson, $18.95 OQ Boat Modeling The 
Easy Way, $17.95 — Add $1.00 S&H 

Name 

Street 

Clive eee ee Se en AO ee ZA 

Harold H. Payson & Co. 
Dept. WB, Pleasant Beach Road ¢ South Thomaston, ME 04858 

207-594-7587 

| aa 

ax AES 
Ga ae 

Complete Plans =~ = 
and Instructions ye ie 

ee 

specs, plans, contents, prices, etc. 

26 

ea bs SS 
V7 4 Saves Many Manhours~ S Agius = | | on Hyde St. Pier, 

ee ier, Facilitates Quality National Maritime 
Checks/Cash _ Knocks Down for Storage or Transport Museum 
Visa/MasterCard a ig 

a Use Inside or Outside ‘i 

C.S.Kraft Shipbuilding & Drydock Co. 
448 Throckmorton « Mill Valley, CA 94941 + 415-388-5969 

PLANS ACCOMMODATE ANY LENGTH BENCH 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder from 
10' launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32' blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog defining 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on small boat 
designs written through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A.,considered by many to have been one of 
the outstanding marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $1 per page. All articles include 
line drawings, offsets, etc. that you can use. Send $2 for catalog listing 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD, WAYZATA, MN 55391 

In use at the 
ae Small Boat Shop 

(612) 473-2360 

~ SO-DUIT 
A revolutionary new concept. 14 

Ft. LOA. Now racing in California with 
great results. The A-frame, aft- 
mounted "sky-hook" mast flies double 
sails (lie together on the wind and 
wing-out downwind): boomless rig, in- 
stant spinnaker. Furling/reefing head- 
stay. Self-righting, self-rescuing. 
Foam flotation. Deep (22") cockpit 
coamings. Sleeps 2. Sail it SOLO or 
DUO (from which comes the name) in 
comfort and safety. 

Designed by Ted Brewer and Jim 
Betts, founders of Yacht Design 
Institute and co-authors of "Under- 
standing Boat Design.” 

U.S. to England race June 1994. 
If it's good enough for that, it's surely 
safe enough for your local waters. 

Study plans $2. Plans $40. Full- 
size patterns $20. See it in action and 
abuilding with our 23-min. videotape. 

Forget the old and traditional and 
go for the new technology in boat de- 
sign and building. 
MAKE IT EASY AND MAKE IT SAFE! 

Order from (and make checks 

ee SIM BETTS 
P.O. Box 1309 

Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742. 



PADDLES & OARS 

é ti ; 
Maine Craftsmanship at it's 
finest. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

nh 8 TEyp, 
ORONO, ME 04473 
(207) 866-4867 

Wood Canoe 
] Hardware 

=. 
ARRAN scerteenCaneammenersil aX SToahs Yee 

CANOE HARDWARE: !'/2") "/16", 1/_"” J 

canoe tacks; x" oval brass stem bands; 

clenching irons; ‘'Yi6" bronze carriage 

bolts; canoe plans; clear white cedar. 

Price list available. NORTHWOODS 

CANOE SHOP, RFD #3, Box 118—-2A, 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. 

ICKY GwPUEMN 
RFD 1 Box 5920 

Hartland, ME 04943 

(207) 938-2380 

Hackmatack/Tamarack/Llarch 

Knees & Lags 
Try Our Hackmatacks 
Kitn Dried Boat Lumber 

Mast Hoops 
Mast Hoop Fasteners @ 

Sail Hanks @ Parrel Beads 

® Wood Cleats @ Wood 

Shell Blocks @ Deadeyes 
@ Belaying Pins @ 
Bullseyes © Custom Bronze 
Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc 
Lane's End 

Newbury, MA 01950 

(508) 462-7409 
Custom wooden boats. mast hoops 

authents nautical furmishings 

Supplies 
Materials 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
We have the old Atlas Co. machines. Pure 
hard drawn copper. Just the thing for lapstrake 
canoes, skiffs, dories. 3 diameters, 1/16", 
3/32", 1/8". 10 sizes, 3/4" - 1-1/4". 

Send $1 for sample packet and info, 
TRAWBERRY BANKE, INC. 

P.O. Box 300 MB, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

Orr's Island Boat Works 

AUTHORIZED 

DEALER 
9-170 HP DIESELS 

FULL PARTS INVENTORY 

EXPERT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Ont's Island, ME 04066 

1 (800) 339-6777 (207) 833-5852 
(Maine only) 

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 

Flitches 4/4, 5/4, 6/4 thick to 16! 

long. Some other sizes and grades 

available. Limited quantity, all 
rough sawn. Call or write for info. 

J.D. ENGLAND CO. 
HCR Box 337, Urbanna, VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

and 
HOLLOW 

D.P. Cooper Boat Building Inc. 
RR1 Box 267 

Hartland, Vermont 05048 
(802) 436-2640 

POLYESTER RESIN 
5 Gal. Pain 1 Gal. 

$70.00 ea. $15.50 ea. 
4 or more 

$14.50 ea. 

Sails that will fit perfectly 

Sunfish? $150 

Laser® $225 
Sunfish and Laser are registered 
trademarks of Sunfish Laser, Inc 

Dacron & Cotton 

Canoe Sails 

1182 East Shore Drive 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607) 277-0041 

FLYING Co.tors LTp. 
THE FLAG SHOP ON THAMES ST 

FLAGS * BANNERS * WINDSOCKS 

FOR YOUR BOAT - BUSINESS - HOME 
OPEN MON-SAT 10-5 (401) 846-0418 

| 468 THAMES ST., NEWPORT, RI 02840 

GAMSELL 
HUNTER 
SAILMAKERS 
Cotton and Dacron Sails 
STANDING AND RUNNING RIGGING 

(207) 236-3561 
16 Limerock Street, Camden, 

Maine 04843 

(With Catalyst) 
Finest Quality - Always Fresh 

20 or more 

$14.00 ea. 

4 pails or more 

$67.50 ea. 

FIBERGLASS = WIDE SELECTION BY THE YARD OR ROLL - FOR EXAMPLE 
Mat 1-1/2 oz. 38" - $2/yd @ Roving 24 oz. 38" - $3/yd. @ Cloth 10 oz. 38" - $4.05/yd 

O STAINLESS STEEL 
SILICON yer WOOD SCREWS - MANY SIZES FROM 3/4X8 AT $4.80 TO 3X16 AT $40.50 

NAILS STEEL FASTENERS AND BRONZE RING N 

GLOUCESTER PAINTS - THE COMPLETE LINE AT 40% & 50% OFF LIST PRICE 
SYSTEM THREE EPOXY RESINS 

MERTON'S FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 399, E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Tel (413) 736-0348 To Order Call Toll Free 1 (800) 333-0314 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST - WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN USA 

COD 
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Classified Maxiketplace 
FOR SALE 

BOATSHOP CLEAROUT. 14' FG peapod, nds 
rubrails to finish, $800. Two drill presses, Delta nds 
motor, $50; Craftsman $75. Beetle Cat, rough but 
compl, incl sail & spars, grt winter project, $300. ’39 
Evinrude 3hp OB, runs, $250. Two 3’x16' finger 
floats, $50 ea. Marine head w/holding tank, hoses, 
hand pump (clean), $100. 
rie WHEBLE, Kingston, MA, (617) 585-6962. 
(16) 

REDUCED WHITEHALL, Shew & Burnham 16-1/ 
2', cedar, oak, mahogany, 2 pr spoon oars, 70 sq ft sail, 
Bristol. Deliver east coast to Key West, FL Feb 794. 
Trir available. 
R. GRAHAM, Portland, ME, (207) 797-4795. (16) 

“WOODEN BOAT” MAGAZINES, #29 to present, 
gd reading and/or ballast. Also misc “Small Boat 
Journal”, “Boatbuilder”, etc. $200. 
MARC PAULS, 9815 Diamond Dr., Riverview, MO 
63137. (16) 

WWII JOHNSON OB, ex-combat engineers, 22hp 
longshaft, runs grt, spares, $300. 
MARC PAULS, 9815 Diamond Dr., Riverview, MO 
63137. (16) 

18'SIMMONS SEA SKIFF, ’90, NC bit, seldom used, 
new cond. SS steering wheel, fold-down seats, 35hp 
OB, trir w/13" wheels, oars, seat cushions, gas tanks, 
boat cover, anchor. Grt fishing craft. Asking $5,500. 
BRUCE LEGGATT, Niceville, FL, (904) 678-2910 
aft Spm. (16) 

11-1/2’ DOUBLE PADDLE CANOE, “Charlotte” 
model blt by Tom Hillin’90. White w/bright mahogany 
sheer & interior, mint, w/9' Shaw & Tenney basswood 
paddle, $1,600. 
JOHN GRUEN, N. Berwick, ME, (207) 324-5489. 
(16) 4 

15' CHRIS CRAFT UTILITY, bit °38. Extensive 
restoration done to match orig factory work order. On 
trlr w/mooring cover. $10,000 or trade for small tug or 
workboat. 
JOHN BRIGHT, 522 Fairview-2, Kalamazoo, MI 
49008.(16) 

BIMINI TOP, 5' wide x 6' fore &aft, aluminum tube 
folding frame, $35. 
DICK BUTTERWORTH, Marblehead, MA, (617) 
631-2924. (16) 

16' WOODEN ROWBOAT, bit ’81 at Landing School. 
Unique carved stem & transom. Pictures available. 
C.R. BERNARDIN, Andover, MA, (508) 475-1634. 
(16) 

17: TANDEM FOLBOT SEA KAYAK, w/removeable 
seats & sprayskirt. Exc cond. No space for winter 
storage, must sell soon. Recently appraised at $1,500, 
asking $500. 
DANIEL CHASE, Portland, ME, (207) 846-0703. 
(16) 

16'FG DORY, Phil Bolger Gloucester type design blt 
by Edey & Duff. Absolutely indestructible rowing 
delight for work (harvesting mussels) and pleasure 
(touring or towing). Appeared in seaside wedding as 
getaway vehicle. Carries prodigious amount of people/ 
gear and if capsized maintains 3" freeboard. White 
gelcoat topsides, dove gray interior, form fitting rowing 
seat, teak appointments bow & stern. Incl painter, 
bronze oarlocks & varnished 7" ash sweeps w/leathers. 
Can deliver, $490. 
EMILY MORSE, 43 Siscowit Rd., Pound Ridge, NY 
10576, (914) 764-4217. (16) 

18'OLD TOWN OTCA, ’22 rbltin’72, covered in FG 
but nds work. $200. 
DENNIS BRADLEY, St. Paul, MN, (612) 481-0993. 

(16) 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
FOR PERSONALLY OWNED BOAT RELATED 
ITEMS. EACH AD WILL AUTOMATICALLY 
APPEAR IN TWO CONSECUTIVE ISSUES. FUR- 
THER PUBLICATION OF ANY AD MAY BEHAD 
ON REQUEST. A ONE-TIME CHARGE OF $8 
WILL BE MADE FOR ANY PHOTOGRAPH IN- 
CLUDED WITH ANY AD TO COVER THE COST 
TO US OF THE NECESSARY HALFTONE. NON- 
SUBSCRIBERS AND BUSINESSES MAY PUR- 
CHASE CLASSIFIED ADS AT $.10 PER WORD 
PER ISSUE. TO ASSURE ACCURACY PLEASE 
TYPE OR CLEARLY PRINT AD COPY. MAIL TO 
‘BOATS’, 29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984. 
PLEASE NO TELEPHONED ADS. 
ened 

SOLO SPRAY DECK for Klepper Aerius II, gray 
clip-on type, deck only, no spray skirt. $305 new, exc 
cond used, only $150 and I'll pay shipping. 
BILL FARTHING, Bangor, ME, (207) 945-5895. 
(16) 

25' AMPHICON, main, 3 jibs, potty, roller reefing. 
Slps 4, shoal draft, homemade trlr, cushions, motor 
mount. Offered at $3,500. 
DAN MURPHY, Lewiston, ME, (207) 783-1239. 

(16) 

8’x4' PRAM, plywood FG covered, bronze fittings, 
$75. 
DICK BUTTERWORTH, Marblehead, MA, (617) 
631-2924. (16) 

BRITISH SEAGULL OB’S, Classic Model 40 Plus, 
long shaft, new “62. Original owner & documentation. 
Two available, one runs, other for parts, $65 takes 
both. 
DICK BUTTERWORTH, Marblehead, MA, (617) 
631-2924. (16) 

KLEPPER AERIUS II KAYAK, folding expedition 
model, blue/black, in vy gd cond w/rudder ass’ y, spray 
deck, 2 spray skirts (1 zippered), drift sail rig, canvas 
packing bags, no paddles. $5,200 new, only $3,450 & 
I'll pay shipping to Atlantic coast states. 
ni FARTHING, Bangor, ME, (207) 945-5895. 

*54 CHRIS CRAFT 20' HOLIDAY, sound but nds 
restoration. No engine, new custom bit trlr, $3,200. 
°49 48 cu in hydroplane (Chuck Wagon) w/full race 
Crosley engine, compl restored on orig trir. Blt by late 
Chuck Thompson. Extra engine & parts, $6,500. 15' 
dbl ended launch, FG hull w/wood decks & seats. No 
engine, gd trlr, $1,200. Gray Marine engine Model 4- 
91-9000, $300 or trade for guns. 1Ohp Chris Craft OB, 

$400. 
ROY ROYAL, Columbus, MI, (313) 727-7320. (17) 

16' COMET SLOOP one design class. Cedar hull, fir 
spars, gd cond. $1,000 w/trlr, $800 wo/trlr. 
LOU VINCIGUERRA, Portsmouth, VA, (804) 397- 
7467. (17) 

25' “MAR CASADA” Sparkman & Stevens cruising 
sloop, Derector blt 53. Cedar on oak, bronze, ma- 
hogany trim & interior, Gray Marine engine rblt ’86, 
recent major upgrading. Classic yacht, gd sailing 
qualities, well cared for & ready to go. Recent survey. 
Asking $12,000. 
Ae FARRELL, Salem, MA, (508) 745-8373. 
a 

BRONZE SHAFT 1"x82" w/std taper compl w/2 
stuffing boxes, propellor retaining nuts @ shaft end 
taper, | cmpl coupling & half another, + 3-bladed 
bronze propellor 10" diam x 9" pitch, LH config. $75/ 
pr, both in vy gd cond. Buyer pays shipping. 
JOE ROGERS, Framingham, MA, (508) 872-4206. 
(17) 

KAYAKING VIDEO, learning to kayak in Greenland, 
Wales & New England. $30. 
GAIL FERRIS, 1 Bowhay Hill Rd., Stony Creek, CT 
06405, (203) 481-4539. (17) 

MINI-12 SAILBOAT, “Illusion 12”, full keel, 300# 
lead ballast, roller furl jib, spinnaker, main, trir, $999.99 
or trade for gd dinghy or inflatable of comparable 
value, Will deliver and pickup east coast. 
FRED BROWNING, P.O. Box 398, Jamestown, NC 
27282. (17) 

22' LAPSTRAKE SAILING DORY, Hood sails, var- 
nished oars, new trir. Bristol cond. Lance Lee bit at 
Peabody Museum boatbuilding demo. $2,800. 
BRYAN KEARNS, Deer Isle, ME, (207) 348-6091, 
lv message. (17) 

KAYAK ACCESSORIES, for quick sale. Werner 
“Camano” paddle used twice $125; pump $5; paddle 
float $5; Caribou waist pack $10; pogies, blue $8; deck 
compass $35; waterproof float bag, yellow $5; 
Camprest mattresses w/ stuff sacks, used twice, 
72"x22"x1" $40, 72"x26"x2" $50; 6 lg Cascade De- 
signs dry bags $10 ea. 
N. LUBAS, Rockport, MA, (508) 546-2874, lv mes- 
sage. (17) 

*93 AVON 2.85 SPORT BOAT, brand new rollup 
$1,750. Shp Nissan $700. 200' 3/8" hi-test chain, new 
$1.95/ft. Givens 6-man liferaft $2,500. 
PETER BERMAN, Norwalk, CT, (203) 847-5793. 
(17) 

FREE BOAT. 24' McDonald Irish inshore fishing 
boat, lapstrake larch on oak, w/rare Kelvin-Ricardo 
1Shp gasoline start, kerosene run inbd. Pretty boat but 
nds extensive restoration. Must move by spring. Boat 
w/motor for free or will sell motor alone, make offer. 
GREG DE COWSKY, P.O. Box 71, Georgetown, 
MD 21930, (410) 275-8091. (17) 

BOLGER PLANS. Rondo II 40'3-mast sprit schooner 
$70. 48' Break Down Schooner $100. Tennessee 30' 
OB cruiser $50. Black Skimmer 25' yawl $25. Con- 
sider trades for interesting books or? 
JEREMY MARSHALL, 3740 E. Roosevelt, Tacoma, 
WA 98404, (206) 572-6627. (17) 

CLASSIC 16' OLD TOWN CANOE, ’49 wood/can- 
vas. Exc cond, nds minor cosmetic repairs, painting & 
seats caned. $1,000. Proceeds to the Georges River 
Land Trust, Rockland, ME. 
CRAIG TEN BROECK, Washington, ME, (207) 845- 
2642 aft 6pm. (17) 

17’ AMERICAN FG SLOOP, in exc cond w/ EZ 
Loader trir & Shp Seagull OB. 18" draft, 5' CB. Gd 
boat, easy tolaunch fromramps, vy stable. Blt’79, incl 
cuddy cabin. Will sail 5 comfortably. Total weight is 
1,800#. Asking $2,200 negotiable. 
GARY CHASEN, Poughkeepsie, NY, (914) 485- 
7820 aft 6pm. (17) 

10OHP 1-CYLFARYMAN DIESEL, raw water cooled, 
running cond w/rblt starter & alternator. 2:1 F-N-R 
gearbox w/stuffing box, strut w/cutlass brg, 6’x1" 
bronze shaft & 3-bladed 13x11 RH prop, muffler & 30 
gal tank. Delivery possible in NE. $750. 
TONY OWENS, 19 Seaview Ave., Cape Elizabeth, 
ME 04107, (207) 767-2345. (17) 

30' GULFSTREAM SLOOP, Derector blt in °57. 
Clean, sound. Philippine mahogany over white oak. 
Mid-restoration, 200 hours to float. $500. 
J.W. GLENN, Bayville, NY, (516) 628-8208. (21P) 
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BOATBUILDER SALE. 17' Rangeley Lake boat, 
cedar on oak, copper tacks, white pine trim, Mystic 
plans. 18' St. Lawrence skiff, 4mm glued laps, oak 
ribs, butternut & mahogany trim, vanished inside, red 
outside. 22' St. Lawrence skiff, sailing version, cedar 
on oak, copper tacks, butternut & mahogany trim, sprit 
rigged, centerbaord, Mystic plans. 21' X-dory from 
C.D. Mower plans, white pine on oak, decked, racing 
dory, spruce spars, mahogany seats & trim. 16' skiff, 
outboard, plywood, ash frame, oak trim. Pictures 
available on request. 
LARRY GILLEN, BUILDER, Kansas City, MO, 
(816) 454-1386. (16P) 

“PENCILBOX”, 15°x5', 300 Ibs empty. Simple jigless 

constr. Plans $25, info on 16 designs $1. 
JIM MICHALAK, 118 E. Randall, Lebanon, IL 62254, 
(618) 537-2167. (16P) 

THAYER PICKLE. 11-1/2' FG. Completed by Bob 
Booth in ’92. Mint cond, new sails, woodwork, etc. 
Nothing to add, all set to sail. My work schedule has 
prevented me from using it but twice. $1,000 
MARCIA SESSIONS, 7705 Saratoga Ridge Ct. #302, 
Springfield, VA 22153, (703) 455-7415, leave message 
if I’m out. (19P) 

BOAT PLANS, KITS, NAUTICAL GIFTS. New 
expanded catalog of boat plans, kits, hard-to-find 
hardware, etc. Send $3 for catalog & plans for fun 
little 10' launch, “Irreducible", PPD. 

SNUG HARBOR, 18970 Azure Rd., Wayzata, MN 
$5391. (1P) 

CANOE LINES, PLANS. Lines, offsets, mold pat- 

terns, for 12', 14-1/2', 16' & 18-1/2' canoes drawn for 
traditional beauty & versatility. Sized for either strip- 
built or wood/canvas construction. 

FRANKLIN CEDAR CANOES, Box 175, Franklin, 
ME 04634, (207) 565-2282. (TFP) 

TROPICAL HIDEWAY EFFICIENCY COTTAGE, 
KEY LARGO, PRIVATE BAY FRONT, ENJOY 
TROPICAL FOLIAGE & SUNSETS. RENT IN- 
CLUDES 16' DAYSAILER, TANDEM CANOE, 
HOT TUB, LAUNDRY FACILITIES. 4 PERSON 
MAX, $395/WK, SAT. TO SAT. 
KEY LARGO SHOAL WATER CRUISES, KEY 
LARGO, FL, (305) 451-0083. (TFP) 

“OUT YOUR BACKDOOR” #6 out now! Like ““Mess- 
ing About in Boats” & “Rolling Stone” blended to- 
gether, shaken, not stirred. A friendly apertif to whet 
your wild whistle. New review: “OYB puts guts and 

humor back into the outdoor scene.” $8 sub. 
“OYB”, 4686 Meridian Rd., Williamston, MI 48895. 
(TFP) 

ESCAPE NEW ENGLAND WINTER! Sail beautifur 
warm Florida Bay in our 25' and 34' leeboard sharpies. 
Nicely equipped bareboat charters. Fabulous waters, 
secluded cruising. Cottage aso available. 
KEY LARGO SHOALWATER CRUISES, P.O. Box 
1180, Key Largo, FL 33037, (305) 451-0083. (IFP) 
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lina coast. Outstandingly seaworthy, fast with low 

power, light, simple plywood lapstrake construction. 
Detailed plans and directions; no lofting. SEA SKIFF 
18 (photo above) featured in “SBJ” #51. 17° 1"x5’7"x5" 
draft, 20-40hp. Plans $30. SEA SKIFF 20 (photo 
below), the big offshore fisherman. 
19°4"x7°6"x 10" draft, 50-70hp. Plans $45. Informa- 
tion on both $1. 
CAPE FEA R MUSEUM ASSOCIATES, 8 14 Market 
St., Wilmington, NC 28401, (919) 341-4350. (1FP) 

CLASSIC MOTH BOAT PLANS available for 11' 
Dorr Willey type sailboat. Qualifies for annual regatta 
in September. Plans $25 + $3 postage. 
MUSEUM OF THE ALBEMARLE, 1116 U.S. Hwy 
17S, Elizabeth City, NC 27909, (919) 335-1453. (TFP) 

CANOE/KAYAK PLANS. 16’ wood/canvas, can be 
fiberglassed. Since 1962. Free information. 
TRAILCRAFT, 405 State Dept. M, El Dorado, KS 
67042. (TFP) 

There is nothin g—- absolutely nothing— 

half 80 much worth doing 

. 
ay 

SILKSCREENED T-SHIRTS featuring original 
illustration and famous quotation from “The Wind in 
the Willows”. Short sleeve $17.50 (100% cotton, light 
blue or natural). Long sleeve $22 (100% cotton, 
natural). Sweatshirt $27 (50/50 zray). M,L,XL. 
Postpaid. 
DESIGN WORKS, Dept. MC, Box 3394, Silver 
Spring, MD 20918. (TFP) 

BIRCHBARK CANOE BUILDING COU RSE on 

Superior (Wisconsin shore), July 2-17, 1994, OR July 
23-August 7, 1994. $750 incl lodging. 
DAVID GIDMARK, Box 26, Maniwaki, QU J9E 
3B3, Canada. (EOI) 

ADIRONDACK GUIDEBOATS. The world’s larg- 
est selection of guideboats and historically correct 
accessories available from one source. Dozens of 
models, paddles, oars, yokes, seats, hardware and 
gifts. Our new “Video Magazine” is now available. 
INDIAN POINT GUIDEBOAT CO., 732 Midland 
Ave., Midland, PA 15059, (412) 643-5457, (412) 643- 
600 1. (EOI) 

a 

16’ SWAMPSCOTT DORIES. We've built 185 of ' 
these wonderful boats since 1976, and they have built 
a legend for their versatile performance, quality con- 

struction and beauty. They sail, row and motor. Rug- 
ged fiberglass hull, abundant teak woodwork, pol- 
ished, brass and bronze hardware and gleaming 
brightwork. A simple but elegant craft that lets you 
become intimate with the real pleasures of boating. 

| Kits available. Video available, $10. 

‘CRAWFORD BOATBUILDING, Box 430, 
Humarock, MA 02047, (617) 837-3666. (TFP) 
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AMERICA’S FAVORITE ROWING SHIRT! 
Specially priced: T-shirt $16.50. Sweat Shirt $22.00. 
M,L,XL, Free shipping, MC & Visa. 
WATERMARK, Box 2732, Kennebunkport, ME 
04046, (207) 985-4421. (TFP) 

DELIGHTFUL WATER DOME, Key Largo, like 
having your own island! Spacious vacation studio 
with sundeck, afloat on Florida Bay. Includes sailboat 
, motorboat, spectacular views, privacy. Sleeps 4. 
$595/week. 
SHOAL WATER CRUISES, Key Largo, FL, (305) 
451-0083. (TFP) 

“SLEEPER”, 7’ 10" car-toppable sailing cruiser. SIps 
2 below decks. Plans $35, info $3. 
EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, CA 
94912. (TFP) 

“SAUSALITO WATERFRONT STORIES”, $9.95 + 
$2.50 s&h. 
EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, CA 
94912. (TFP) 

LONESOME BAY BOAT, a modern replication of a 
16' 1912 Old Town “Double-Ended Boat”. Fast and 
stable under oar, sail, paddle or small outboard. This 
is a perfect multi-purpose boat for the sportsman, 
camp owner and family. For its length it is one of the 
most versatile boats built today. Light and responsive, 
its classic early Maine styling and modern materials 
hull provide you with low maintenance and much 
pride of ownership. A wide option list enables us to 
custom build each boato your specifications. 
INDIAN POINT GUIDEBOAT CO., 732 Midland 
Ave., Midland, PA 15059, (412) 643-5457, (412) 643- 
6001. (EOT) 



SEES 

WANTED 

CROTCH ISLAND PINKY, Van Dine designed and 
bit or other variation, any reasonable cond acceptable, 
trir for same. 
SIGRID TRUMPY, 12 German St., Annapolis, MD 
21401, (410) 267-0318. (16) 

MONHEGAN SKIFF, bitin the style of Bobby Ives at 
the Carpenter’s Boatshop. Will pay cash for a plain 
good used model. 
PETE WORRELL, Portsmouth, NH, (603) 433-5888 
ext 23 day or night. (16) 

DN ICEBOAT. 
ALEX AGNEW, Portland, ME, (207) 766-4476 eves, 
(207) 772-2466 days. (16) 

HIGH QUALITY OLD MODEL BOATS, speed, 
row, launch. Also any old mags w/how-to plans for 
model making. Top prices pd. 
KENT LUND, 306 S. Washington #214, Royal Oak, 
MI 48067, (313) 548-2100. (16) 

INFORMATION about 17' Explorer sailboat, who bit 
them, specs, etc. Recently acquired one from seller 
who bought it used in ’67 w/no info. 
HENRY SCHORRECK, 282 Iris Dr., Pasadena, MD 
21122. (16) 

SOVEREIGN 18 or 20' pocket cruiser. Interested in 
cruising package. 
RALPH ELLIS, Columbia, CT, (203) 228-3178 
anytime. (16) 

MACGREGOR 25 MAINSAIL, luff 24'-25', foot 
9°6"-10'6". 
J. MACOZEK, 109 Cider Hill Rd., York, ME 03909, 
(207) 363-5826. (16) 

GRUMMAN SPORTBOAT, prefer NE location. 
NICK PLAKIAS, Box 63A West Rd., Wendell, MA 
01379, (508) 544-3822. (17) 

SPINNAKER POLE for International 210. 
DAVID HOWES, 287 Church Rd., Brunswick, ME 
04011. (17) 

SKIMMER 45 ICEBOAT. 
BILL RUTHERFORD, Metuchen, NJ, (908) 494- 
9499. (17) 

FOLKBOAT PLANS or information/specifications. 
LESLIE SMITH, 538 Market Hill Rd., Amherst, MA 
01002, (413) 549-5691. (17) 

SKIMMER ROWING CATAMARAN w-wo/ row- 
ing unit & oars. Might trade Platt Monfort ultralight 
Geodesic 14' canoe, Snowshoe model weighing 24#, 
carries 2 adults. 
CHUCK RAYNOR, Alarm Security, 2500 Grenoble 
Rd., Richmond, VA 23294, (804) 285-7233. (17) 

STABLE SLIDING SEAT SHELL, used, w/ ability to 
carry passenger, Martin Appledore Pod or similar, 
prefer FG, under $500. ‘ 
LOU VINCIGUERRA, Portsmouth, VA, (804) 397- 
7467. (17) 

Traditional Canoe 
Enthusiasts 

Join the Wooden Canoe Heritage Assocation, a 

non-profit membership association devoted to pre- 

serving, studying, building, restoring and using 

wooden, wood & canvas and birchbark canoes. 

Membership includes our journal, Wooden Canoe, 

which comes out every other month, annual Assem- 

bly notification and access to hard-to-find books and 

supplies. Write to us at: 

Woodes Canoe Heritage Association 

P.O. Box 226 

Blue Mountain Lake, NY 12812 
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She is the only su 

coast. of North Ar 
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The NOBSKA 
is looking 

_, fora few 

» good friends 

rviving tall stack Coastal steamer on the east 
< 

nerica. Help ensure that she will steam again, 
for present and future generations 

For info wnte F. O.N., P.O. Box 3034 

Providence, RI 02906 

If vour organization would like 
to see our slide presentation 
“Grand New England Lady", cali 
401-434-6274 

THE SMALL CRAFT NAV-AID 
enables mariners in open boats to easily 

and accurately determine course bearings 

from charts while underway. Great for 
kayakers. It is a compass rose on a 4x5 in. 

plastic plate with a flexible course plotting 

line. Instructions are included. Make 

checks $5.- to C. Sutherland. Postage 
paid. Write: C. Sutherland, RD 1 Box 457, 
Green Lane, PA 18054 

OS Lane's End, Newbury, MA 01951 ZB 

(508) 462-7409 

CRAZY RALPH 
HE'S WHEELING HE'S DEALING 

NEW BOATS. USED BOATS, 
USED GEAR 

TOWN CLASS 1986, WOOD, FULLY RIGGED, GOOD CONDITION 
$4,000.00 

1988, FIBERGLASS, COMPLETE WITH COCKPIT 
COVER, EXCELLENT CONDITION, A STEAL AT 
$6,600.00 

TOWN CLASS 

BANKS DORY 1991, WOOD (PINE WITH OAK TRIM) NEVER 
USED, $2,200.06 

LOWELL 19 1971, FIBERGLASS WITH CUDDY CABIN, 
COMPLETE EXCEPT SEATS, HAS TRAILER, 
$3,000.00 

LYMAN 16° 1957 OUTBOARD WITH MOTOR AND TRAILER, AS 
IS, $500.00 OR BEST OFFER 

SKIFF 16° PLYWOOD SKIFF, BOTTOM HAS BEEN 
FIBERGLASSED, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
$500.00 

1973 FIBERGLASS CAT BOAT COMPLETE WITH 
1984 OUTBOARD MOTOR, YARD TRAILER, 
$4,000.00 OR BEST OFFER 

1993 FIBERGLASS HULL WITH TRIM AND SEATS, 
TAKE THE GEAR OFF YOUR OLD ONE AND GET 

AMERICAT 18' 

TOWN CLASS 

INTO A NEW, SAVE MONEY, $5,400.00 

MISCELLANEOUS HARDWARE FROM DECEASED “TOWNIES", GREAT 
FOR THE HOME BOAT BUILDER. 

FRIENDS OF NOBSKA 

r 
CW alerway 

Association, Inc. 

Promotieg Preservation aad 
Recreatioa while building a 
Bhseway Trasl in the Historic 

Hudsoa River Valley 

Membership Application 

| Telephone 

Member Categories 

___$15Member __ $25 Family 
new ____ renewal 

Contributor Levels 

___ $50 Sustainor 
___ $75 Benefactor 
___ $ 100 Patron 

Hudson River Waterway Association, 

P.O, Box 173, Nyack, NY 10960 
Tel: (201) 333-5857 



29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984 

Goat Design : <uarterly ay Mike O’Brien’s 
-~ | Boat Design Quarterly 

Designs for paddle, oar, power, and sail — 
including hull lines never before published. 

From the boards of Atkin, Benford, Bolger, 
Chapelle, Gillmer, Stambaugh, Stephens, and 
other leading designers. 

= Subscriptions — $24 (four issues) 
uae BDQ, P.O. Box 98, Brooklin, ME 04616 

MAINE 
BOATBUILDERS 

March 18, 19,20, 1994 
58 FORE STREET * PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 

HOURS: 10-6:30 FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 10-4 SUNDAY 

Come and see the finest wood and 

fiberglass in the Northeast! Come meet 

the builders. Sail, power, canoes, kayaks, 
and skills will all be displayed. 

Hosted by PORTLAND YACHT SERVICES 

¢ 207-774-1067 ¢ 

Folding Centerboards « Drop Rudders 
Small Blocks « Sailing Hardware 

Bob Lavertue & Son 
20 Treetop Ave. 
Springfield, Ma. 01118 
Evenings: (413) 783-5589 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
WENHAM, MA 01984 

PERMIT #53 

(508) 774-0906 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

All Terrain Boat Dolly 
e Try it free for 30 days 
e¢ 16" Balloon Tires 
¢ Narrow Track 

e Packs Flat 

¢ Built to Last 

021 

~ 
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SEE US MARCH 18-20 

AT THE MAINE BOATBUILDERS' SHOW 

Solid Spruce - Ash Oars from 5’to 16’ 
Spoon-Blade-Oval Shaft oars 7’6” - 8’ - 86" - 9’ - 96" - 99” 

ree WATER POWER PRODUCTS =xccture 
RR 1, LaHave, Lunenburg Co., Nova Scotia, BOR 1C0 

PH: (902) 688-2351 


