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Our Next Issue... 
Will tilt rather heavily towards design 

features, contemporary and bygone. The 
heavy hitter will be Ann Marie Plane's 
scholarly review of four centuries of water- 
craft in “New England Logboats", 
reprinted from the "Bulletin of the 
Massachusetts Archeological Society". 
We'll also have a bygone discussion 
(1970) by Weston Farmer on "How the 
Tahiti Got Her Name". Moving up to to- 
day, Sharon Brown bnngs us her views on 
Jim Thayer's "Wee Punkin"; Alan Hamlet 
reports as the owner of a "Black 
Skimmer"; Joe Reisner describes his 
"Kayeau" a 16' kayak/bateau; and Phil 

Bolger presents a classic 23' fantail 
launch. 

On the project theme, Jim Thayer re- 
turns under his own byline with the first 
installment of his "Saga of Sow's Ear" (a 
"prequel" appeared in the February Ist is- 
sue), "Can This Boat Be Saved?" And Hans 
Waecker describes rerigging his Bolger 
"Windsprint" while Tom Shaw talks about 
topping lifts. 

Barry Donahue's "And Then There 
Were Two" rowing outing report and 
Michael Briggs "Seaquake in Long Beach" 
both missed the cut in this issue and will 
try again in the March Ist issue. Rob 
Pittaway brings more on "Fog" and Bunny 
Fernald combines his impressions of boat- 
ing in Russia with some nostalgia on a 
lifetime of boating on his native Parker 
River in Newbury, Massachusetts. 

On the Cover... 
Mason Smith squeezes in the last sail 

of the season in light snow on Long Lake 
in the Adironacks mid-December in one of 
his Adirondack Goodboats before it was 
shipped off to Germany. More on this in 
this issue. 
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Commentary... 
The announcement of the 1994 Snow 

Row arrived here too late to go into the 
February Ist issue "Happenings". The date 
is March 5th and I mention it here for all 
of you who wish to make the scene afloat 
or ashore. The March Ist issue "Happen- 

ings" listing will be too late to appraise 
you of the event's scheduling. 

Why give this particular event this 
special treatment? Well, it does have quite 
a mystique about it, for a rowing race on 
the ocean in February, its usual month, is 

an abberation in the annual calendar of on- 
the-water activities. In 1993, the "Boston 
Globe" presented its "Toughest Athletes" 
award to all those who rowed in the previ- 
ous February's event in 20 knot winds and 
snow squalls. It strives to be one of those 
"when the going gets tough, the tough get 
going” sort of events and succeeds simply 
by its timing. 

In late February, or in the case of 
1994, early March, there's not much hap- 

pening recreationally on the water, cer- 
tainly not in small boats. So Ed McCabe 
and the Hull Lifesaving Museum Rowing 
Club can continue to promote their hard- 
case rower image. This is'‘not a matter en- 
tirely of ego massage, for this group really 
does get out on the water in their various 
muli-oared gigs and barges year round in 
some really tough conditions. When the 
summer rowing season's highlight arrives 
in July, the "Blackburn Challenge" race, 
20 miles around Cap Ann on the 
Massachusetts north shore, that Hull outfit 
has been rowing already seven months! 

Of course the Snow Row attracts 
others unaffiliated with the Hull group, and 
actually this "off-season" event draws a 
larger entry than most of the milder season 
events during the rest of the year. There's 
is something about facing the winter sea 
and gales in small boats that is irresistible 
to some people. The entry has been 
mostly traditional open rowing boats. A 
few sliding seat shells participate and the 
occasional sea kayak, but it's overwhelm- 
ingly classic rowboats. Most of these 
have good seakeeping abilities and thus 
are quite safe even in those short, steep lit- 
tle seas whipped up in Hingham Bay. 

The Snow Row is not entirely unique, 
those stalwarts of the Cape Cod Vikings 
Rowing Club have an annual New Year's 
Day Row in the Barnstable area but it's not 
a race. The Cape Cod Frosties race all win- 
ter in their diminutive 6' sailing dinghies 
in Cape Cod harbors, as do many sailors in 
"frostbite racing" along the winter coast. 
And a group of kayakers affiliated with the 
Rhode Island Canoe Association do winter 

beach surfing in their boats whenever big 
storms come along to build up the surf. 

Small boat people are not unique ei- 
ther in this penchant for off-season 
"recreation". In bygone times my friends 
and I always went out for our "New Year's 
Day Ride" on our dirt bikes, regardless of 

snow, rain, ice, or temperature. Macho 

posturing. And recently I find that people 
who I ride mountain bicycles with indulge 
in a similar New Years’ Day Hangover 
Buster" or whatever. 

Buried within some of us is this 
yearning to "do battle" with nature. Not 
only is there the urge to overcome natural 
obstacles but also the vagaries of the 
weather. Most sailors tell their tales of 
being out in big winds with a lot more en- 
thusiasm than they would express for a 
sunny summer cruise in benign breezes. 
The "war stories" somehow make those of 
us who have indulged in any of this feel 
like we're taking life by the horns or 
something. 

I've never been one of the leading risk 
takers in the activities in which I have 
taken part, but was never satisfied to be 
just an onlooker, so over 30 years or so I 
did get to tell my share of "war stories", 
mainly about motorcle racing experiences. 
That sport offers plenty of chances to ex- 
pose oneself to big time risk of life and 
limb, as they say, but it could be partici- 
pated in just a wee bit back from the ragged 
edge without overwhelming statistical 
probablity of serious injury or death. Now 
that I am retired from all that and fool 
around with innocuous small boats, the 

level of risk is easily manageable as I am 
not impelled to show that I can still "take 
it". I no longer care to compete, that's all 
out of my system, so I just pick and 
choose my outings to suit my fancy of the 
moment for "challenges". 

I confess that when I see the Snow 
Rowers head out into that wind whipped 
bay a vestige of the old macho tweaks at 
me and I indulge in a moment of wistful- 
ness about being younger and more ag- 
gressive again and joining the fray. And in 
a non-racing situation, I have found still 
that the excitement of sailing twice in the 
past year with reader Paul Schwartz in 20- 
30 knot winds in late fall in his 19' 
Typhoon was strongly appealing, and I 
like to think that I will get to want to do 
some of that in my own Typhoon when I 
have leaned how to sail it. But, I confess it 
is much easier to meet this sort of small 
boat challenge when someone you have 
faith in is the skipper, and it doesn't all 
fall on you to deal with what happens. 



Yes, it was in an article in "Messing 
about in Boats" many years ago that Bob 
detailed his home built boat shelter which 
he described under the title of "Cheap 
Shelter." Originally, he suggested that if 
enough interest were evidenced, he would 
consider printing plans and detailed in- 
structions for those who might want to du- 
plicate his structure. When such plans 
faded in ensuing months, I wrote to Bob 
and asked if he thought further of making 
the plans available. This reply was a sec- 
ond, more explicit article in "Messing 
About in Boats". That item has been 
tacked to my workshop bulletin board ever 
since and my interest in having such a 
backyard structure slowly developed. 

In the winter of 1990, I ripped many 
old boards into I"x3" strips which I in- 
tended to double into 2"x3's such as Bob 
had used, the only difference would be that 
mine would be cost-free of recycled lum- 
ber. During the summer, I drew plans and 
spent hours in thinking of what I would 
need, but the pile of 1x3's lingered under 
their tarp awaiting a start of the action. 

Somewhere along the line, my 
thoughts turned to another form of con- 
struction. In teaching kids and helping 
others in sailing, I had been acquiring all 
sorts of spare parts for Sunfish, including 
many broken or bent booms and gaffs. 
They became the basis of my own version 
of "Cheap Shelter." New plans were drawn 
while I canvassed acquaintances for more 
discarded spars and got an additional half 
dozen from local Fish racers. My first plan 
was to design jointing fixtures to use the 
spars throughout a framework, but even 
that plan underwent considerable change. 

A beachcombing friend had acquired 
quite a supply of electrical conduit piping 
which he had salvaged from abandoned 
boat cover frames in a local shipyard. Not 
able to see this piping go to waste, he had 
brought it to our club and stored it in the 
supply area, encouraging me to help my- 
self to all that I could use. Upon examina- 
tion, I found that this conduit included 
many pieces bent in the middle to form the 
top of a boat's winter cover. Some years 
earlier, I had salvaged a conduit bending 
tool at a former building site. 

This inspired my experimentation 
with the further bending which could be 

Cheap Shelter 
My Version of Bob Hicks' Idea 

By Ward Bell 

adapted to the structural method which had 
been developing in my imagination. 
Basically, it resulted in a framework of 
Sunfish spars and electrical conduit fas- 
tened together with recycled bolts and re- 
inforced with a web of old sailboat stay- 
wire to give rigidity to the structure which 
I crowded into a comer of my suburban 
backyard. This could house my bright red 
O'Day Javelin, "Breezy 3." 

I laid out the base lines 18' x 8' with 
old 2x4's made rot-resistant by being 
soaked in used crankcase oil. Into these, I 

drilled holes the correct size through 
which the frame would be anchored into 
place by driving 3' lengths of conduit. On 
the frame ends, the pipe was driven in 
flush with the top of the 2x4's, but on the 
sides, only to half the length leaving 18" 
exposed. Six-foot lengths of the spars 
were set over the five vertical pipes on 
each side with each pipe topped by a con- 
duit connector fitting to match the diame- 
ter to make a tighter fit into the spars. 

I took my pre-bent arches of conduit 
and bent six-inch outer edge turn-down 
lengths to fit the vertical spars. These 
conduit pieces were also made more snug 
with connector fittings into the tops of 
the spars. Some rigidity was gained by 
making 18' horizontals of spars, the 
pieces being joined together with closet 
pole inserts into the shorter lengths. The 
horizontals were mounted halfway up each 
inside and one under the ridge. Re-using 
some old bolts, these horizontals were fas- 
tened into place. Then, running tightly fit- 
ted diagonals of the old staywire, the re- 
sulting framework proved to be quite 
stable. I taped many of the joints to pre- 
vent damaging wear. 

My single cash expense was for one 
of those blue tarps that cost less than $24, 
the only major cost for the project. By 

South end, "Behind closed oars." Gates open to reveal my cheap shelter. 
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careful refolding and with numerous pull 
ropes fitted into grommets, I was easily 
able to draw the tarp over the entire frame 
and fasten down the sides to the 2x4 base 
and fasten the ends around the framework. 

Along with a supply of crate lumber 
that my friend Peter brought up from 
Connecticut, I finally found a use for the 
[x3's that I had cut. They were put to work 
as frames for plastic-covered panels for the 
two ends of the shelter. To make things 
easier to handle and for summer disman- 
tling, each end consisted of three 6' high 

base panels and three small frames to fill 
in the gable ends. I made a full door in each 
end, as well as half-height scuttle door, a 
ventilating window, and a peak vent, each 
one hinged with salvaged cabinet hinges. 
The center panel of the south end was 
especially shaped to permit the boat to be 
stored on its trailer at times allowing its 
towing shaft to stick out through the wall. 
When bottom painting is scheduled in the 
spring, the front panels will be lifted out, 

the boat lifted on my home made jacks and 
the trailer removed while the paint job 
takes place. 

Removing the panels is very easy be- 
cause I realized that if these parts had to be 
unbolted, I would need at least two hands 
on the inside and another two outside. Not 
being so equipped, I substituted heavy 
wooden fittings that I called toggles on 
the turn-buttons which clamp the panels 
onto the spars and pipes. By turning these 
on each panel, removal becomes an easy 
task that takes only one hand on the inside 
of the shelter. Tie down ropes,home made 

wooden cleats and toggles snug down the 
tarp over the end panels. 

My "Cheap Shelter" is set behind 
gates which I had made using eight pairs of 

old oars in varying lengths. Coming home 
from school one day, my nine year old 
grandson provided a prized remark when he 
announced to his parents that he had heard, 
"Grandpa working behind closed oars!" 
Read that aloud and see how it sounds! 

I am sure that my structure was more 
complex to build than Bob's, but it fits 
into my restricted area and cost little to 
complete. With all the special problems 
and considerations that I had to solve, I am 
pleased with what I have built and enjoyed 
the work immensely. 



"SELAH'S" SEASON 
‘93 saw "Selah" on the water more 

times than in past years with Mom and 
Dad, my wife Blair, and children Craig (17) 

and Cameron (14), sister Beverly, her son 

Tyler, and several friends with time, 

aboard. 
In June Blair suggested, when I in- 

quired about her preferences for celebrating 
our 20th anniversary, that we pass up Sea 
Island for a cruise on "Selah". It was three 
glorious sunny days and two starry nights 
on the St. Mary's River in Maryland. 
West-southwest winds of 10-15 knots car- 
ried us on explorations of the St. Mary's 
from its mouth at St. George's Island to 
Tippety Whichity Island where the water 
turns brackish. We rediscovered the his- 
tory of St. Mary's City, Maryland's oldest 
settlement. 

We are hoping that '94 will allow us 
even more time to mess about in our 
Dovekie. 

John Chewning, Richmond, VA. 

WORKSHOP ON THE WATER 
PROJECT 

We love your publication down here at 
the Philadelphia Maritime Museum, 

and look forward to each issue. We are 
just beginning construction on a 25'6" Cat 
boat which will be a working replica of an 
1889 boat in our collection named the 
"Myth". She was built at Morton/ 
Johnson, and until 5 years ago sailed on 
Barnegat Bay out of Bay Head. We plan to 
have her launched by the spring of '95 to 
coincide with the opening of our new 
Museum on the waterfront at Penns 

Landing on the Delaware River. If you 
think it is appropriate I would love to 
write something for your readers about the 
process. 

Timothy White, Director, Workshop- 

on-the-Water, Philadelphia Maritime 
Museum, Philadelphia, PA. 

SAVORING 
HUDSON" 

At the moment I write I'm deeply en- 
grossed in Rich SantaColoma's "Bivalve 
on the Hudson" in the December 15th issue 
and savoring every word and idea. Like 
brandy by the fireplace it has a special 
feeling when you take it in on a snowy 
evening, lost in December. 

The Hudson is such a marvelous river; 

deep, strong, tidal, and only a few miles 
away. The old river towns, the railroad 
along its banks, the tugs, tankers, com- 

merce. Manhattan is a river town, so are 
Sleepy Hollow and Irvington. Wildlife; 
I've seen osprey and eagles, heron, ducks, 
striped bass and carp as big as my 
Evinrude. 

Rich's use of the trains reminds me of 
the cruises of the "Grayling" whose log 
you published a couple of years ago. I miss 
that one. That is a great way to venture 

out, keep sailing away and ride the train 
back for the work week. One could get 
quite far that way. 

I like the cruises and adventures the 
best. Oh, by the way, I notice Spider is do- 
ing some writing over on his perch on the 
woodpile. We'll see what comes of it. The 
note from Dan Rider in the December 15th 
"Your Commentary" encouraged him a lot! 

Andre Venables, New Paltz, NY. 

"BIVALVE ON THE 
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Commentary 

STILL MORE ON JUNK RIGS 

"The Practical Junk Rig" is a monu- 
ment to Blondie Hasler and Jock McLeod 
for their effortds to provide a primer on the 
design, rigging and use of the junk rig. It 
is unfortunately out of print and expensive 
but is not "damn near impossible to figure 
out,” as reader Marc Pauls stated in a letter 
in the December Ist issue. It is a textbook 
on how to design and use the junk rig to its 
best advantages. 

This is not a rig for everybody but for 
those few who want to embark on long 
single-handed or short crewed voyages. A 
good example would be Sir Henry Pigott, 
who stoppedoff near here in San Pedro last 
May. His 20' boat "Glory" is junk rigged 
and was designed by Hasler. Sir Henry has 
been around the world twice in this boat. 
‘There are very few books on naval ar- 
chitecture that are as specific as this one 
As you go through this one carefully you 
discover that it covers all aspects of the 
junk rig, and how and why it shouold be 
designed. 

George Hume, Torrance, CA. 

TUGBOAT FLEET 
I own two tugs, 17' and 9", electric and 

outboard. Nice to see tugs in your swell 
mag. 

William Smith, Oceanside, CA. 

TUG DESIGNS 
A note on tugs: Phil Bolger's de- 

signed a fine one, see "SBJ" #37 page 24. 
And Thomas MacNaughton has another, 
see "SBJ" #1, page 38. I've had many a 
nice dream over these two designs. 

Charles Akers, Orlando, FL. 

STILL NOT 
JOURNAL" 

I was sorry to see you had to suffer 
another letter berating you for not being 
"Small Boat Joumal" in the November Ist 
issue. I love "Messing About in Boats" 
and feel that "Small Boat Journal" would 
have been a poor substitute had yours been 
the publication to succumb. I read "Small 
Boat Journal" but I tend to memorize 
"Messing About in Boats". And it comes 
every two weeks! 

Quentin Wilson, LaMadera, NM. 

"SMALL BOAT 

FINALLY BROKE MY SPEED 
RECORD 

I finally broke my 4.25 knot speed 
record in "Beach Girl" but it took me all 
summer. In September I averaged 5 knots 
for 7.75 miles and in October 5.4 knots 
for 30 minutes, planing some on a broad 
raech both times. "Beach Girl" seems to 
‘maintain a high average speed for such a 
small boat, probably due to her large sail 
plan. 7 

My last sail was November 29th and I 
was cold. I covered 9 miles in 3 hours and 
the 9 miles doesn't include having to beat 
most of the way back, so I averaged over 3 
knots and the wind was light, 5-6 knots at 
the start and never getting over 10 knots. 
It looks like I won't be doing any more 
sailing now until spring, winter has set in 
here. While it wouldn't seem cold to you, it 
is too cold for me to sail. [ don't go sailing 
unless it is over 70 degrees. Today, 
December 2\st, is typical, low in the mid- 

30's, high in the mid-50's. It is supposed 
to warm up tommorrow and rain, which is 
also typical. 

David Gulley, Houston, TX. 

HERE WE GO AGAIN 
I love to see my name in print but not 

so much when someone is picking me 
apart. In the December Ist issue I read a 
letter from a reader in Cocoa, Florida, who 
picked apart my paddling style. He has 
never seen me paddle, if he had he might 
not have been so critical 

I see so much poor canoeing tech- 
nique being taught that from time to time I 
must say something about alternative 
ways of paddling, hence my bygone arti- 
cles on efficient paddling. Most folks I 
show my system to are quick to adopt it for 
themselves. This winter I plan to turn out 
more on efficient paddling, I know it 
works. I have learned that it is very easy to 
teach paddling to someone who has never 
done any, but nearly impossible to teach it 
to those who have learned at summer 
camp. 

I recently read "Just Drift" again, that 
excellent article in the February 15, 1993 
issue. This is something that all boaters 
should read about annually. I wanted to do 
some self-evaluation and "Just Drift" 
helped me put my house in order and I am 
ready to face my accusers. 

I don't care how you paddle. God 
doesn't care how you paddle. I know what 
works well for me. God doesn't care if I 
splash a little and shout orders to myself 
as I paddle through a cypress swamp in my 
solo canoe. It works, folks, and I'll tell 
anyone who will listen and wmite about it 
for this magazine if the editor will publish 
it 

Bob Brown, Mississippi Apple 
Vally, MN 

ENJOYED SAFETY ARTICLES 
I want to tell you how much I enjoyed 

the safety articles by Tom Shaw last year. I 
have cut them out and put them into a 
booklet. Let's have more of Tom Shaw in 
'94 and less of Tom McGrath. 

I also love the little "yacht tugs" and 
"mini-trawlers". I would love to have one 
if I didn't already have more boats than I 
can take care of now. Sound familiar? 

Ruddy Ellis, Atlanta, GA. 



THAT TERM "TRADITIONAL" 
Art Poole's letter expressing his con- 

cern about the use of the term "traditional" 
as it applies to boats certainly shows how 

confusing the use of this term can be these 
days, a can of worms, or worse. Defining 
this term as it relates to boats is a danger- 
ous activity that does not enhance the 

goals of messing about in boats, or the 

magazine of that name. Defining it could 
be the activity of traditional boat clubby 
types who want to include their own boats 
and exclude others. 

So, before these pages are further 
wasted with semantic wars about tradi- 

tional" (long held prejudices) this or that, 

I would prefer to define something like the 
"tradition of boating", which is going 
forth on the water and having fun with lit- 
tle or no politics. If one's boat is fun, it 
satitisfies the tradition of boating, if it 
isn't fun then get it the hell out of here! 

Marc Paul, Riverview, MO. 

EVEN SIMPLER BLOCKS 
Apparently the author of that article 

in the January Ist issue about making 21 
cent blocks is unaware that some amateur 
boatbuilders like me, who prefer to not 

buy ready-made (ugh) sheaves, do not have 
lathes, believe it or not, on which to make 

our own. 
Here is my solution for the gadget-de- 

prived blockmaker. Draw the sheave circle 

on a_ slightly oversized square of wood 
stock. Drill the appropniately sized hole in 
the center. Inscribe an octagon enclosing 
the circle. Saw off the corners and finish 
by rounding off. If you have ngorously re- 
spected the circumference line the sheave 
should be perfectly round and turn on its 
pin without wobble, although jet engine 
accuracy is not necessary. 

The article suggested plywood but I 
personally like purple heart or, better 
still, lignum vitae, the wood preferred by 
Captain Bligh for the sheaves on the 
"Bounty". Admitedly, it is unlikely that 
your friendly neighborhood lumber dealer 
handles these two special woods, but feel 
free to ask. 

I am now putting the finishing 
touches on my Bolger Micro project. It 
was built without using one iota of electri- 
cal current, ergo, no power tools. Who re- 

ally needs all that noisy, appendage 

threatening stuff anyway? 
Lee "TNT" Kemble, 284 Danforth 

#402, Portland, ME 04102. 

CROSS GENERATIONAL INFUSION 
I would enjoy your publication even 

more than I do if you would give attribu- 
tion of author and publication and date of 
the old articles you retrieve and recycle. 
The cross generational infusion of knowl- 
edge and experience is superb. 

Pete Haviland, Cushing., ME. 

WHOSE RIG IS THIS? 
With your interest branching out, ala 

"Adventure", perhaps readers might like to 
guess on what tall ship and where this 
photo of "dressing the gaff" was taken. 
This is just to show that there are no real 
Jimits to reader interest in sail. A hint, the 

BATTERY POWERED RUNNING 
LIGHTS 

Apropos the letter from Jim Betts re- 
garding battery powered running lights, I 
enclose a portion ofa recent article from 
"The Practical Sailor". After reading this I 
am now looking for a set of small oil- 
powered bronze running lights of the sort 
that used to be made by Davey & Co. Ltd. 
of London. 

Nicholas Trott Long, 54 Taylors Ln., 
Little Compton, RI 02837. 

Editor's Comment: The article 
Nicholas supplied concludes from testing 
several D-cell battery powered navigation 
lights that, "all were dim enough to be 
dangerous especially after having been on 
for a half hour or so," and that,"the bad 
news is that the light output of any of the 
D-cell powered lights drops off drastically 
after even a short period of use." The 
"Practical Sailor” is a sort of consumers’ 
report publication for sailors, focussing 
mostly on the state of the art boats and 
gear today's sailing consumers are inter- 
ested in. 

CANOE SAILING APPRECIATED 
Glad to get the December 15th issue 

with the article about the WCHA 
Assembly. The Horton article on canoe 
sailing was long overdue. Though oft 
postponed, both were throughly enjoyed. 

Robert Bliss, Hopewell Junction, NY. 

ship lies about 20:50N, 156:40 W. 
I still enjoy "Selah" the Dovkie 

shared by son John and I. We have, after 

12 years, almost gotten her and her trailer 
into true cruising condition. One day we 
will offer our report on the conversion. 

Bill Chewning, Richmond, VA. 

Products 45, 

SKIMMER GAS 

FEATURES 

LARGE 45 SQUARE FOOT SAIL 
COMPLETELY PORTABLE 
FAST RIGGING ACTION 

HIGH STRENGTH TUBING 
MARINE QUALITY THROUGHOUT 

America's Largest Teeboat THanufacturer 

Wind Products 
2485 Rosstown Road 

Welisville, PA 17365 

(717) 432-1074 

SEND $1 FOR BROCHURE 

reel° os 
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THE ZZ GLOUCESTER 

P. O. Box 1306 Gloucester, MA 01930 

(508) 281-8079 

SIGN ME ON! 

J want to help Adventure sail again by— 

JOINING THE GLOUCESTER ADVENTURE 

Annual membership includes membership card and 
decal, a free subscription to the “Adventure Newsletter,’ 
free admission on board, a 10% discount at the ship's 

store, and reduced rates for sailing programs and other 
events. 

Membership Category 

_} Family $40 CL) Single $25 () Senior $15 
(65 & ¢ wer) 

CONTRIBUTING 

L) My additional gift of $_ toward 
Adventure’s rebuild is enclosed. 

(J Count me in for the long haul with my pledge of 

$ to be paid in installments of 
$ each over the next 3 years. My 
first installment is enclosed. 

PLEASE SEND ME 

_] The Gloucester Adventure’s moving 21-minute video 
of Adventure doryfishing under Capt. Hynes 40 years’ 
ago, and Capt. Sharp’s triumphant return of Adventure 
to Gloucester in 1988. VHS. $35* 

LJ Adventure: Last of the Gloucester Fishing Schooners. 178 

pages, by Joe Garland with Capt. Jim Sharp. $35% 
* Any two or more items, $30 each. Shipping & 
handling, $1.75 per item. 6% * 

_] My payment of $ is enclosed. 
(Please make checks payable to: The Gloucester Adventure.) 

Charge my CJ Mastercard or 0 VISA account. 

Card No. Exp. Date 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City SAE Se TP 

Telephone ( ) 

All contributions and payments are tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent allowed by law. 

Pygmy Sea Kayaks 
Ultra-Light ee 

Wood Epoxy Kits” eas + 

17 ft.-38 Ibs. 
19 ft.-42Ibs. 

Send $2 for information packet 

P.O. Box 1529 * Port Townsend, WA 98368 * (206) 385-6143 

new PLYBOATS 0 new 
SOFTWARE FOR THE DESIGN OF SMALL BOATS 

DESIGN PLYWOOD BOATS 

COMPLETE WITH SAIL RIGS 
Easy to use pull down menus friendly fast quick learn 
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Puget Sound 

Lugger 

By John W. Erickson 
For various reasons I have, in fifty 

years of "messing about in boats”, resisted 
the tendency of most of my contempo- 
raries to follow current trends simply be- 
cause this or that naval architect or a writer 
said it was the way to go. For reasons of 
both economy and romance, rigs of the 
past have attracted me. I have been contin- 
ually surprised to find that rigs that at- 
tracted me by their aesthetic beauty have, 
in use, invariably turned out to be the right 
rig by practical standards for my purposes. 
Rigs I have selected for their vaunted effi- 
ciency and practicality have just as invari- 
ably turned out to be all wrong for what I 
wanted to do. 

When I left the naval service and re- 
tured to the Puget Sound country with my 
wife and daughter, a dozen or so years ago, 

we came with the idea of acquiring a 
Bristol boat or its close ancestor, a 

Columbia River boat. The Bristol boats 
were sailing gillnetters in use on Alaska's 
Bristol Bay until the early fifties when the 
law was repealed that forbade the use of 
engines in that fishery and they were re- 
tired in favor of motorized craft or were fit- 
ted with engines. The Columbia River 
boats, familiar to me in my youth on that 
river, were the model for the boats used in 
Alaska. They had been sailing craft until 
the fleet was mechanized prior to the first 
World War. The shape of the sailing hulls 
of the Columbia boats was not immedi- 
ately altered when the engines came and a 
few hulls can still be found that have the 
original sailing lines. 

The rig of the Bristol boats and the 
Columbia River boats, when they sailed, 
was a single large sprit sail set on a short 
mast that was lowered by the fishermen 
while the nets were being worked. The 
shallop hull form of the boats permitted 
them to be sailed without ballast on the 
windy waters of the lower Columbia River 
and Alaska's Bristol Bay. This was an im- 
portant consideration in a fishery of short 
tum arounds and large catches. 

We had hoped to find an unaltered hull 
with the original centerboard case with 
which we might experiment with the orig- 
inal sprit rig. We did not find one and set- 
tled for a converted boat with a catboat rig, 
a long shallow keel made from a ten inch 
"I" beam to replace the centerboard and a 
small cabin up foreward. This was 
"Optimist". 

"Optimist" went through a variety of 
rigs as we sought to make her go faster and 
handle better. Always there is the com- 
promise between "Go Fast" and "Handle 
Easily." While we sailed "Optimist", in 
the great Inland Sea of the Pacific 
Northwest, once all the way to Southeast 
Alaska, we changed and developed her rig. 
An annual Bristol boat race provided in- 
centive to make her go fast and a yard stick 
by which to judge her performance. 
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LUGGER-DIPPING 

The performance of a sailing cruiser is 
a hard thing to judge. You do this mostly 
by watching other boats that may sail in 
company and by comparing the time it 
takes you to get to various places com- 
pared to that of other boats sailing under 
similar circumstances. Sailors of Bristol 
boats and other shallops and economy 
cruisers quickly become stoic about the 
performance of their hoats compared to 
that of high masted, high tech boats that 
go to windward seemingly near the wind's 
eye and move two lengths to your one. 
They run downwind faster than you by set- 
ting big jibs you can neither set nor af- 
ford. Still those high tech devils provide a 
useful service, for you think "Well, he 
didn't beat me as bad with this rig as he did 
with the other one. If I wanted to go fast I 
would get a multihull or an airplane.” 

An incentive both toward "go fast", 

or at least "go easily", and handling ease 
was the fact that I preferred to sail without 
an engine. The art of sailing, augmented 
by the art of rowing and sculling, is a 
pleasant thing to experience but one does 
tend to think of better ways to utilize what 
wind there is when heaving on an oar to 
move a heavy boat. The reasons for sail- 
ing sans engine are many and varied. 
When I attempt to list them I find the mat- 
ter to be so very complex, I hardly know 
where to start. R.T. McMullen, in telling 
of his cruising about the British Islands in 
luggers and gaff/cutters without an engine, 
states the matter very well, 

"There is an insatiable pleasure in the 
art of sailing which offers an endless vari- 
ety of problems for solution so that there 
is always something fresh to engage the 
attention, as well as experience to be ac- 
quired." 

The "Switch On Engine" cruiser will 
not be much concerned with sails to be 
used at low wind speeds, unless he is into 
racing, while at the other end of the scale 
ease of reefing or otherwise shortening 
down is not a big problem to him since he 
drops the sails and powers when things get 
tough. Racing sailors have concerns in 
these matters but, unless they are into sin- 
glehanded or "Jack and Jill" races, they 
sail with crews large enough to deal with 
big jibs and spinnakers. 

As a shorthanded, engineless sailor I 
was interested in sails that would make her 
go in light airs but that could be easily 
gotten in when the wind piped up. Much of 
my problem could be solved through the 
use of specialized machine age gear but 
that would be both expensive and place us 
at the mercy of the machine age system for 
parts and repair. I reasoned that work 
boats, utility boats and non-opulent plea- 
sure boats of the past had similar problems 
and had devised ngs and equipment to fit 
the situation. I went to them for guidance 
and the rigs that appeared on my Bnstol 
boat reflect this. 

The boat came with a single gaff sail 
set on a mast in the step of the original 
sprit ng. The mast was ten feet higher than 

the original mast and the gaff sail was a bit 
larger than the original sprit sail. The boat 
footed pretty well and pointed as high as is 
expected of her rig. She was difficult to get 
through the wind. 

Other Bristol boats footed faster. We 
added a bowsprit and jib. She footed faster 



in light and moderate winds and came 
through the wind better. In addition the jib 
was useful in running off before strong 
winds. A jackyard topsail added about ten 
feet to the mast height and forty square feet 
of sail area high up where it made a real dif- 
ference when the wind was high off the wa- 
ter as often happens on Puget Sound. 

The next change was a multiple one. 
A mizzen mast was stepped night ahead of 
the sternpost and a standing lug mizzen 
was set there. A jib boom extended the 
bowsprit and a second headsail was set 
there. The jackyard topsail was replaced 
with a fidded topmast and a gaff topsail 
hanked to its own halyard. The boat now 
carried 540 feet of sail. She footed faster 
than all but the hot shot racer Bristol 
boats and the mizzen made sail handling 
and tacking easier. [ replaced the double 
headsails with a single big jib. It was 
harder work to tack but she went faster. 

The main boom broke in a squall and 
the main became loose footed. It worked 
better that way and I wondered why I had 
put up with that boom for so long. I could 
now brail the mainsail up to the mast, 

greatly facilitating the setting and furling 
of that sail. 

One day, in a howling gale I should 
not have been out in, the main mast went 
over the side and broke into two pieces. I 
then did something that had been on my 
mind since before we acquired "Optimist" I 
rerigged her as a two-masted lugger. There 
were a number of reasons for both the lug 
and the two masts. Years before, while liv- 

ing on Chesepeake Bay, I had become in- 
terested in lug rigs through Tom Colvin's 
Chinese lugs and a standing lug sail on a 
Bnitish dinghy that belonged to a friend of 
mine. 
At that time I owned a twenty-five foot 
skipjack with the leg of mutton rig charac- 

teristic of the oyster boats. 
The "Colossus of Roads" built a 

bridge across the mouth of our harbor and I 
had to come up with a shorter mast for the 
skipjack. I replaced the leg of mutton with 
a standing lug of the same area as the leg 
of mutton but set on a mast that was five 
feet shorter We would have been satisfied, 
and expected it to be, that the boat would 
sail not quite as well with the new ng. To 
our surprise she footed faster and pointed 
higher with the lug ng. 

I like a two-masted rig with the masts 
near the same height not so much because 
this offers a lower center of effort for a 
given sail area, though that is an advan- 
tage, but because there are so many advan- 
tages in handling the boat. This had been 
brought home to me again a few years ear- 
lier when I made a cruise in a schooner 
rigged Bristol boat. The masts of that boat 

were short and light enough that a man 
could raise and lower them, if need be, sin- 

glehanded and they did not require shrouds 
or stays. You seldom had to reef as you 
could adjust the sail area by dropping and 
setting whole sails. 

I rigged the lugger first as a real 
schooner with the larger sail aft. A sprit 
was required to sheet the mainsail. After 
one cruise I shifted the larger sail to the 
foremast where I set it as a dipping lug 
overlapping the now smaller mainsail. 
This evolution got rid of the sprit and its 
problems and the overlap seems to con- 
tribute greatly to the boat's ability on the 
wind. 

Tacking with an overlapping dipping 
lug does, of course, require a number of op- 
erations but it goes much easier than I had 
anticipated and is nowhere near as difficult 
as tacking with a big genoa jib set. The 
sequence of the operation is as follows: 

1. Helm down. 

2. When the jib backwinds shift the 
sheets. 

3. Pick up the foresail (the big sail) 
sheet and carry it around 

4. Release the foresail tack line. 
5. Dip the foresail yard. 
6. Secure the foresail tack line on the 

lee side. 
7. Dip the mainsail as time permits. 
When short tacking she can be sailed 

with the foresail yard and tack to weather. 
Dipping the high peaked yards is not diffi- 
cult. I frequently sail the boat single- 
handed and, while I am busy when the 
boards are short, the job gets done. 

The lug ng has a lot to recommend it. 
The boat seems to sail at least as well with 
the lug rig as she did with her various gaff 
rigs. Dipping the lug requires time and ef- 
fort when you tack but not so much as to 
make its use prohibitive even when sin- 
glehanding. Lug rigs in general require a 
little more attention than do the sails that 
have their luff attached to the mast in some 
fashion but in return they offer a sail that 
stands clear of mast burbles when on the 
wind and that can become a squaresail 
when off the wind providing a balanced 
helm and no danger of a gybe. 

The extension of mast height pro- 
vided by a high peaked lug permits the use 
of shorter masts without loss of aspect ra- 
tio. The shorter masts may be unstayed, 
reducing windage and thereby improving 
windward performance. 

Conversion to the squaresail mode, 
when coming off the wind, is simply done 
by leading the tack line across the boat. 
Returning to a fore and aft rig, when com- 
ing on the wind again is as simple. Both 
the gybe nemesis of the "fore and after" 
and the taken aback nemesis of the "square 
rigger” can be avoided. It is all far simpler 
than the handling of big jibs. 



An Epitaph for Larry's Boat 
By Mississippi Bob 

I was working at the local sailboat 
shop one day when the boss said, "Salvage 
any hardware and cut up the rest small 
enough to fit in the dumpster." I was look- 
ing at a small generic Sunfish type. The 
boat had no bottom. It looked like it had 
been towed down the highway for several 
miles. The name plate said that the boat 
had been built in Waxahachie, Texas. 
Some Texans had put some TLC into this 
boat. 
I didn't have long to think about it, within 

a half hour it was stuffed neatly in a dump- 
ster. 

This incident got me thinking back to 
Larry's Boat. Larry's boat died also, over at 
the St Paul Yacht Club. Larry's Boat was a 
fixture for many years on the St. Paul wa- 
terfront, it was a large house boat that tied 
up at the Yacht Club for some twenty 
years. The boat had no engines and had to 
be towed any time it got moved. It was the 
home of Larry Crosby for most of the time 
that it tied up at St. Paul. 

Larry was a bartender, he was also 
Irish, and the interior of his boat showed 
it. Step inside his boat and you felt like 
you were at a St. Patty's Day party. Larry 
welcomed people to drop in and this boat 
became a hangout for many boat people. 
As a yardbird at the club I spent much time 
inside this lrish Haven. We often had our 
coffee breaks there especially on cold win- 
ter days. Larry was a cigar smoker. Many 
of his guests burned up tobacco too, so 
when in his home you had to cut your way 
through the haze and wade through the 
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$15 (Tax Deductible) 

Write to: The Secreta 
The Traditional Small Craft Association 
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B.S. to make yourself at home. 
Times change. One spring day Larry's 

boat started taking on water. The boat got 
hauled. The fifteen ton warning horn was 
protesting loudly as the boat cleared the 
water. The eighteen ton boat was more 
than the unit was designed for. The boat 
got set on the hydraulic trailer and it 
bowed badly. We moved the boat to a bare 
spot in the yard and blocked it there. We 
began an examination of the bottom. 
Water was still leaking out of many 
places. Several knowledgeable people 
studied the bottom and the word came down 
that the boat needed new skin. The deci- 
sion was make not to return the boat to the 
water unless it was fixed right. 

Larry lived on this boat because it was 
a cheap place to live. He didn't have the 
funds to make this kind of repair so he 
gave the boat to the club and walked away. 
The club tried in vain for several weeks to 
find a new owner for this hull. Sometimes 
you just can't even give things away.The 
word that finally came down the line was 
that the local scrapyard would buy it but we 
had to deliver it to them. 

We began removing any parts that 
had value. We also began dumping twenty 
years worth of Larry's treasures. We prob- 
ably lightened the boat about a half-ton in 
this operation. The boat was still a couple 
of tons heavier than our hydraulic trailer 
was rated for. The permits were obtained 
from the state to move an overwidth vehi- 
cle over the highways. I was asked to work 
late as the moving time was not to be 'til 
after nine PM. 

The club bought our supper that 
evening and about eight we began lining 
up our parade. The permits required a car in 
advance of the boat with flashers to lead 
the column. We had a forklift to pull the 
trailer and another truck following with 
more flashers going. After we were set up 
to leave we had a few minutes to spare be- 
fore our 9 PM departure and I began notic- 
ing many of the "“liveaboards" began 
showing up. St. Paul Yacht Club had about 
fifteen boats with liveaboards, most of 
them showed up within minutes of our de- 
parture. I noticed a few cameras in the 
group but I also noticed a few wet cheeks. I 
suddenly realized that I was at a wake. 

Other folks began showing up to help 
with the move. By the time we were ready 
to roll we had people walking along by 
each corner almost like pallbearers. The 
parade began to move. It got fifty yards 
came to a hill and stopped. The forklift 
wasn't powerful enough to pull this load up 
onto the levee. A second forklift came into 
play and the caravan began moving again. 
The liveaboards waved their last goodbyes 
and the pallbearers began dropping away 
as the speed got faster than a good walk. 
Three miles later we pulled into the sal- 
vage yard, blocked the boat where they 
wanted it and pulled our trailer home with 
one blown tire. 

A week later the boss sent me back to 
the salvage yard to get our blocking. The 
workers at the yard steered me to the pile 
of blocking. There was no sign the Larry's 
boat had ever existed, only memories. 
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Making the mast for my twenty-four 
foot sailboat turned out to be a pretty 
straightforward business, once I found the 
right design! 

As an amateur I find that each project I 
undertake is constrained not only by the 
need it will serve but also by it's con- 
structability using my skills, facilities and 
tools. Any large work I do is done out of 
doors on the ground, or at best on a sea- 
wall or a combination of saw horses and 
wooden keel blocks. I have no workbench 
or covered areas, no power tools save 
those which are hand held. My skills as 
carpenter and cabinet maker do not ap- 
proach those of the Down East types 
whose projects are featured in the various 
boat magazines. 

I wanted a round mast suitable for an 
unstayed Chinese Junk Rig but the prob- 
lem would have been the same had I needed 
a stayed spar for a sloop or a cutter. 
Building a hollow mast from planks gen- 
erally requires that the pieces be cut to 
very close tolerances indeed if unaccept- 
able gaps are to be avoided in the critical 
glued areas. If this were not bad enough, a 
thirty-plus foot length means joining 
planks end to end and a twelve to one scarf 
joint, with perfect fit across the width of a 
plank, is well beyond my capabilities. 

The solution appeared in the form of 
the Noble System. Using Barry Noble's 
method the eight individual planks, staves 
they are called, do not merely fit edge to 
edge but are each given a 90 degree groove 
along one edge so that they lock together 
mechanically as well. As a bonus they 
also present nearly 50% more surface area 
for the glue to get a grip on. These advan- 
tages meant that a mast built of pieces cut 
by coarse and imperfect hand work could 
still provide the strength and integrity re- 
quired. 

As the illustration shows, the 
grooved staves position themselves in a 
sort of self-assembling bundle which 
needs only to be slathered with epoxy 
resin, put together, and pulled up tight 
with a Spanish windlass. 

According to Hasler & McLeod ("Prac- 
tical Junk Rig", Intemational Marine Pub- 
lishing, Camden, Maine, 1988) the inter- 
locking construction permits two-part 
staves to be butted together without even 
needing scarfs. The only difficult part 
seemed to be the cutting of the long- 
itudinal grooves without the use of a 
workbench or a table saw. 

Cutting a 90 degree groove down the 
edge of a two-by plank (two inches nomi- 
nal thickness, one and a half inches actual 
thickness) would have been even more dif- 
ficult than making a simple straight cut did 
not the clever interlocking design remove 
the necessity for thirty-second of an inch 
precision. As it was, I could get by with a 
job relatively crude by expert standards. 

I needed just over thirty feet of spar. 
Being unstayed it must have a taper from 
butt to tip. This is easily done by tapering 
the individual staves. The only stipulation 
is that the butt joints, necessary because I 

could only get twenty-foot planks, be 
staggered along the length of the mast. 

The old point-slope methods of high 
school algebra let me calculate the widths 
of the staves for ends and intervening 
points. I laid out two sets of staves, upper 
and lower, each twenty feet long, up from 

A Noble Spar 
By W.S. White 

Raising the finished spar. 

the bottom and down from the top of a 
thirty-two foot mast. This gave me eight 
feet of overlap and let me cut each up- 
per/lower pair so that their joints are all 
separated by a foot of mast height. In a 
burst of enthusiasm for tradition I cut the 
butt ends at a 45 degree angle instead of 
leaving them flat, forming rudimentary 
scarfs. 

Cutting the grooves was simplicity 
itself once the proper method came to me. 
I made a "car" of two crossed pairs of 2x4's 
with the space on top sized to hold a hand 
held circular saw and the bottom slot a 
close fit over the edge of the fir planking. 

The circular saw in its "car". 

With the saw tilted 45 degrees and care- 
fully centered, this contraption cut one leg 

of my 90 degree groove as it slid down the 
plank and completed the cut when I tumed 
it around and ran it back the other way. 

I first cut the planks to the size of two 
staves joined edge to edge and grooved the 
exposed edges before separating the indi- 
vidual staves by cutting down the line in 
the middle. This gave me wider pieces to 
work on. The planks were held edge up for 
the grooving by nailing scrap wood to 
several large wooden keel blocks, nor- 
mally used to prop up boats that have been 
hauled out. The bits of wood formed slots 
to hold the planks and could be made very 
tight simply by cocking the keel blocks at 
a slight angle when needed. 

Once the grooves were cut and the 
staves separated I laid them out side by 
side in pairs, upper and lower, overlapping 
by eight feet, and cut each pair at a differ- 
ent height above the base. I now had eight 
pairs of staves, sixteen staves altogether, 

ready to be glued up into a mast.. 

Preliminary layout of the pieces. 

To support the assembly I put a large 
polyethylene trash bag over each of six 
keel blocks. This kept the expoxy from 
gluing my work to the blocks. On the side 
of the first block where the butt end of the 
mast was to be I nailed two pieces of wood 
in a "U" shape support to hold the stave 
bundle as it was put together. 

Before applying any glue I painted 
every surface of the staves with epoxy 
resin thinned with alcohol to the consis- 
tency of water. A couple of coats will let 
the resin soak into the pores of the wood, 
sealing it from damp and rot while giving 
a stronger glue bond reaching below the 
surface and into the wood. 

Assembly is easy enough if you work 
fast. The whole thing must be done at one 
time. The epoxy glue is smeared gener- 
ously into the grooves and the staves are 
put into place and clamped every foot or so 
using a loop of one-half inch line and a 
stout stick to make a Spanish windlass. It 
is necessary to get all of the staves glued 
and assembled before the epoxy glue "goes 
off" and becomes too stiff to squeeze in the 
joints. Once the bottom bundle is com- 
plete and partially clamped, the upper 
staves can be glued and slid each into it's 
proper slot. I used about one and a half gal- 
lons of epoxy glue and should fave used 
two to fully fill the joints. 
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Butt end view after the first cut with the 

electric plane. 

I gave the newly made mast two days 
to cure before cutting off the rope clamps 
and considering my next task. A Junk Rig 
wants a round mast. The sharp edged oc- 
tagonal cross section formed by my staves 
must be trimmed round or nearly so. 

Here a notable and flattering thing 
happened. Jerry T. insisted that I borrow 
his Makita electric planer to do the trim- 
ming. Usually one is considered an idiot to 

First attempts at rounding with the saw didn't work. 

loan a tool. Courtesy forbids asking. 
Borrowing a good tool is a weighty re- 
sponsibility and when I "planed" the cord 
of Jerry's expensive planer I felt obligated 
to return it in "as new" condition rather 
than just tape it together as I would have 
had it been my own. 

The planer worked very well indeed, 
although with eight of the thirty-two foot 
edges to take off, I finally called it quits 
with heavily radiused comers instead of 
continuing until it was perfectly round. I 
tell myself that the wood furthest from the 
center line contributes most to the 
strength of the mast and should not be 
removed beyond reasonable necessity. 

I expect that the corners could have 
been trimmed by my original plan with the 
circular saw set at an angle followed by a 
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few passes of the grinder but the saw, when 
first tried on this task, showed such a dis- 
tressing tendency to dive into the wood 
that I was much relieved to be using the 
much more controllable electric planer. 

From this point there were two types 
of jobs to be done. The first involved 
things which any spar would need. The 
second consisted of repairs of defects 
caused by errors of calculation and by crude 
methods. 
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The mast must contain a diaphragm, 
an internal plug made of layers of three- 
quarter inch plywood, cut to a template and 
shoved, covered with epoxy glue, into 
place inside the mast at the height of the 
partners. This supports the hollow mast 
against side loads. The diaphragm has a 
hole in the middle to pass various wires 
and a lightning rod made of three-eighths 
inch copper tubing. I cut a one and a half 
inch hole in each of the four pieces of 
plywood before they were installed. A sim- 
ilar plug without a hole strengthens the 
very bottom of the spar. 

I drilled six one inch holes through 
the mast wall, 120 degrees apart, three of 

them just above the base plug and three at 
a height of four feet. These pass the wires 
into the cabin and the lower ones also 
drain the mast should, God forbid, any wa- 
ter find it's way to the inside. 

Perhaps I should have wrapped the en- 
tire mast with epoxy impregnated fiber- 
glass. It is not a bad idea. As it was I 
wrapped the top forty inches and two fif- 
teen inch bands at the partners and the 
mast lift with six wraps for extra strength 
and as chafe protection for the wood. The 
final coating on the entire mast is 
"Steelflex", a highly abrasion resistant 
epoxy coating applied over a primer coat 
of thinned epoxy resin. 

Fiberglass wrapping the top forty inches. 

At the tip of the mast I bolted on a six 
inch square of one-half inch thick fiber- 
glass material to seal it and to provide a 
pre-drilled base for attaching lights, etc. 

I did not wish to have a masthead fit- 
ting made for attaching rigging. Instead I 
through-bolted three massive (one-half 

Top of the mast platform for lights etc. 

inch stock) galvanized eye bolts at a 

height of just over thirty-one feet above 
the base. These gave me six attachment 
points and the projections would let me 
loop line around the masthead and support 
tackle at intermediate points on the 
circumference. I was not sure that the mast 
did not have a slight bend and wished to be 
able to rotate it without being too con- 
cerned with exact orientation. As it hap- 
pened the mast came out nice and straight 
but it could have been a minor problem. 

The Noble system is damned clever. It 
is forgiving of imprecision and very 
strong. I would use it even if I wanted a 
square or rectangular mast. One can vary 
the cross sectional shape by making some 
of the staves wider than the others. Had | 
to do it over there are three errors which I 
would avoid. 

First I would take more care in cutting 
the staves and their edge grooves. The 
gaps in the glue joints varied from zero to 
three-sixteenths of an inch in width. I 
would also put even more glue in these 
joints when assembling the pieces. I spent 
the better part of a week turning the mast 
and pouring epoxy resin into the gaps to 
fill them all flush. The finished product 
seems as strong as might be but a little 
closer fit would do no harm and would have 
saved considerable time and material. 

Second, [ would work much faster in 
gluing and assembling the stave bundle. 
The first groove glued, at the base, got 
pretty stiff before the clamps were twisted 
down. This left several feet of one quarter- 
inch gap which I filled and which seems 
sound, but I would have preferred to have 
avoided the problem. 

My third error was one of calculation. 
In using the point-slope method to calcu- 
late the varying widths of the staves I ne- 
glected the fact that the depth of the edge 
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Week-long courses in traditional boatbuilding 
Workshops in a variety of maritime related crafts 

For more information call the Museum at (802) 475-2022 

Located on the shores of Lake Champlain at Basin Harbor, Vermont. 
Open daily from May 9 - October 16, 1994 
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grooves is constant. This led to the tip di- 
ameter being less than the .41 times the 
base diameter recommended by Hasler & 
McLeod. It came out only about one-half 
inch smailer than desired (just three and 

three-quarters inches instead of four and 
one-quarter) and I fancy that the six wraps 
of fiberglass and epoxy on the top forty 
inches of the mast makes up for the loss. 
Still I suspend the mg about fourteen 
inches down from the top, sacrificing a lit- 

tle over a foot of useful height. 
The hollow core of the mast at the tip 

had an internal diameter of only about 
three-quarters of an inch, too small for all 
my wires, so I drilled it out to one and a 
half inches and inserted a seventeen inch 
piece of thick wall stainless steel pipe in 
the core. Sealed in with 3M 5200 and 
epoxy, it has an internal diameter of one 
and a quarter inches, just enough for the 
wiring, and it's one-eighth inch wall 
thickness strengthens the mast where the 
rigging load bears. 

Before letting the crane lift and in- 
stall the mast I made careful note of all 
measurements and dimensions, using them 

to draw an "as built" diagram of the spar 
for future reference. 

The whole mast weighs between one 
hundred and seventy and a hundred and 
ninety pounds and behaves as a single 
unit. It vibrates in the wind at a frequency 
of about twenty hertz. I have been to the 
top on my PVC and shroud wire ladder 
(hauled aloft initially by line left threaded 
through the rigging eyes) to install hal- 
yard, topping lift, etc., and my one hun- 
dred and sixty pounds seemed not to affect 
it at all. 

It is my opinion that Mr. Barry Noble 
is a very clever fellow and that a spar made 
with his system will fully live up to his 
name! 

Largest Selection of Canoes in New 
England 

Nearly 500 on display 
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Daysailing on Fisher's Island Sound 

by Jim Lacey 
Different sailors enjoy very different 

styles of messing about, as I leamed years 
ago, before I had a boat of my own, while 
eagerly serving as crew aboard a Kells 23 
with a friend, call him Captain Caution, 

who introduced me to sailing on Long 
Island Sound. His boat was moored off 
Noank at the foot of the Mystic River, and 
after rowing out in an absurdly tiny 
dinghy, Captain Caution and I would spend 
about twenty minutes bending on the jib 
and trying to start his Johnson outboard, 
which he kept locked in the cabin of his 
boat, for fear of thieves. 

When the engine would start, which 
was about half the time, we would motor 
out to the center of Fishers Island Sound, 
and then sail in a straight line either east 
toward Latimer Light or west toward 
Seaflower Reef, depending on the tide and 
the wind. Every lobster pot was a potential 
menace, and the rocks of the "clumps" 
were as ternfying as Scylla and Charybdis, 
even though they were a mile or so in the 
offing. After about a forty-five minute 
passage, we'd come about and retrace our 

course to a spot half a mile outside the en- 
trance to the Mystic River channel and 
then motor back in. Once we were on the 
mooring, Captain Caution finally relaxed, 
broke out the bourbon, and settled back to 

enjoy the kind of sailing he liked most of 
all. When the engine wouldn't start or if 
there were whitecaps on the water or a dark 
cloud in the sky, we got right to this seri- 
ous business without having to endure the 
preliminary terrors. 
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How different it was aboard an O'Day 
22 with Captain Casual. On went the jib, 
up went the main, and off his mooring in 
West Cove we sailed with me at the helm. 
Captain Casual liked poking about the 
shallows and gunkholing, and we spent 
much of the day in Mumford Cove, tacking 
about, jibing, working our way up the 
channel and into recesses, anchoring for a 
swim and then lunch. When we hit some- 
thing, presumably a rock, sailing over 
Horshshoe Reef, Captain Casual said, 
"Well, now we know where it is." On sev- 

eral occasions we went aground, which 
Captain Casual remedied by heeling the 
boat and once, when that didn't work, by 
jumping into the water and giving it a 
shove. 

It occurred to me that sailing, even in 
the same waters and in similar boats, could 
refer to very different experiences. The fel- 
low who sold me my Nimble 20, for exam- 
ple, drove down from Massachusetts to 
Spicer's in Noank, and ordinarily went out 
for three or four days, usually alone, while 
I am primarily a day sailor. Many of these 
differences reflect the temperament of the 
sailor, but some surely are related to expe- 
rience or lack of it. I am always curious to 
know what other readers of "Messing 

About in Boats" do out on the water, to add 

a bit of variety to my own routines. 
Fortunately, I have to spend only a 

couple of mornings a week in my office 
throughout much of the sailing season, 
which leaves me, after other commitments 
and with the weather cooperating, two or 
three days at the shore. I sail my little 

yawl "Chatterwug”, a Ted Brewer-designed 
Nimble 20, out of Spicer's Marina in 
Groton, about a fifty minute drive from my 
home in Willimantic. I generally get up a 
little before 8:00 a.m., brew a pot of cof- 
fee, and listen to the NOAA marine fore- 
cast after breakfast on my hand-held VHF. 
My impression, which may reside some 
distance from the truth, is that there has 

been a change in these reports recently. 
Last year, it seems, NOAA broadcast 

more or less the same report every day, 
wind from the southwest at ten to fifteen, 
seas one to two feet, partly cloudy, with a 
chance of afternoon showers or thunder 
storms. The 10-15 mph winds might tum 
out to be anything from a dead calm to half 
a gale, and the accuracy of the rest of the 

prediction was chancy, the odds favoring 
dry weather over rain and thunder. This 
year the predictions have been more var- 
ied, with winds of ten to fifteen, twelve to 
eighteen, and fifteen or less, and ten to 

twenty announced seemingly at random. 
During periods of light airs, the forecasts 
have generally exaggerated the wind by 
about 10 mph, and when it began to blow, 
they occasionally underestimated it but 
more often got it about right. 

While listening to the NOAA report, I 
record on a 3"x5" index card the day, date, 
the high and low tides at New London, and 
my estimation of the tidal current in 
Fishers Island Sound, which turns about 
two hours after the tide, the velocity and 
direction of the wind, and finally the 
height of the seas. I then look out the win- 
dow. If I'm in the mood for a sail, I head for 



the shore unless it's raining pretty hard or 
small craft advisories are in effect. With 
my beat-up, oversized oars permanently 
residing in the bed of my Ranger pickup, 
all the equipment I require is a yellow PFD 
vest and a small duffle, much the worse for 
wear, which houses equally forlorn 
"layers" of clothing, sunscreen, a 35 mm 
rangefinder camera, which is in working 
condition about half the time, and my 
hand-held marine radio, which [ unplug 

from its battery charger and retrieve from 
my desk for the occasion. 

Though I am ordinarily gregarious, 
when it comes to sailing I prefer to go 
solo, unless I can entice my wife or my 
daughter, both busy people, to come 
along. As Thoreau once said about travel- 
ing, he who wants company must wait for 
his companion while he who goes alone, 

can leave immediately, and I generally de- 
cide to go sailing on the spur of the mo- 
ment. 

One way I pass the time during the 
drive to Groton is to look for indications 
of how the wind will be on Fishers Island 
Sound. As every sailor of small boats 
knows, there are ordinarily only two wind 
conditions, either not enough or too 
much. I check out the trees along the roads 
and highways, a few flags, such as the 
huge one flying over the Coast Guard 
Academy in New London, and the smoke 

and steam spewing out of Pfizers in 
Groton. These indications often clue me in 
on which of the two wind conditions will 
be in effect that day, but this is not always 
the case. I have seen a limp flag at the 
Coast Guard Academy when there were 
whitecaps on the water, and also the same 
flag flying vigorously and even audibly 
slatting when there was a dead calm on the 
Sound. 

The reason for checking out all these 
indications, I suspect, has less to do with 

anticipating the weather than with my de- 
termination to include the trip to the shore 
as well as the row out in the dinghy as part 
of sail itself and not merely bothersome 
preliminaries. This portal-to-portal defini- 
tion of a "sail" enables me to enjoy much 
more of the experience than I did when I 
thought of it only as the time between 
raising and lowering the mains'l. I am not 
convinced that all of this is as whimsical 
as it sounds, for there is a considerable dif- 
ference between impatiently rushing 
through some activity, rigging the boat, 
for instance, and doing it with alert delib- 
eration and pleasure. It is only recently 
that I have come to appreciate the picture- 
postcard view of the Sound from the turn in 
the road at Avery Point and the exotic view 
of a salt marsh to the left a few rods further 
along, which became the habitat last 

summer of four or five egrets and a great 
blue heron. 

On weekdays I have Spicer's mainly 
to myself. I generally pull in to a parking 
space past the tackle shop and close to the 
dinghy dock. On the day I am recalling, a 
Wednesday in late July, there were just a 
couple of old cars and pickups in the lot, 
the property of lobstermen and dayboat 
renters, none of the fancy vehicles of the 
weekend crowd. Though there is a launch, I 
long ago, under the tutelage of my daugh- 
ter Beth, learned to do without it. Any 
sailor worth his salt, I have decided, 
should be independent enough to row out 

to his boat. I find it irksome to have to 
rely on a launch to get me back to the 
dock. It is also easier, when sailing solo, 
to run down a windward dinghy than to 
pick up a mooring pennant! 

There are a number of things related to 
boats that are easier or at least appear to be 
less of a trial once you get the hang of 
them. Dragging a hefty Pilot dinghy out of 
its berth and into the water is one of them; 
unstepping "Chatterwug’s” mizzenmast to 
remove the sail cover, or rigging and un- 
rigging the spritboomed jigger in a blow 
is another. I hesitate to sing the praises of 
experience, since I am something of a 
skeptic in that regard. Whenever someone 
tells me they have had ten years' experi- 
ence at the helm, I wonder, thinking of 

Captain Caution, if they may not really 
have had only one year's experience ten 
times. My own well-intentioned resolu- 
tion to learn something new, such as the 
location of a rock or a buoy, each time I 
venture out in "Chatterwug", like most 
resolutions, left for points unknown after 
a few weeks of earnest endeavor. But 
whether it is due to experience or the al- 
most unconscious facility developed 
through mechanical repetition, getting 
underway in "Chatterwug" is quick and rel- 
atively effortless. 

After parking the pickup, I head for 
the dinghy dock with my PFD, duffle, and 
oars. At the dock, where dinghies are 
stacked three high, I free the painter and 
try to slide the dinghy out of its bottom 
berth without getting it hung up by the 
traveller or whatever on the widely-spaced 
planks of the dock. I then flip it over, 
breaking the dinghy's fall with my foot on 
the gunnel, load it up and slip it into the 
water, trying to avoid scraping off any 
more gelcoat on the nailheads edging the 
dock. Once aboard, I row fisherman style 
and take in a panoramic view of the marina 
and environs on the way out to my moor- 
ing. Once there, the trip takes about five 
minutes, I toss my duffle into the boat and 
climb aboard from the starboard, secure the 
dinghy, and begin my rigging routine. 

I unlock the companionway hatch to 
the cabin, stow the boards in the cockpit 
locker, and put my wallet and keys in a 
cabin drawer. After applying sunscreen, [ 
unstep the mizzen mast to remove the sail 
cover, re-step it and set the sprit boom in 
place, sheeting in the jigger so that it will 
weathervane. I then go forward with the 
dinghy, tie its painter to the mooring 
pennant, and bend the jib, retrieved from 
the anchor locker through the forward 
hatch, onto the forestay. While returning 
to the cockpit, I remove the mains'l cover 
and sail ties, and once there, start the 
engine, a 7.5 Honda, with two or three 
pulls. Uniess the wind is coming directly 
from the south, the direction I will be 
heading initially, [ haul up the sails, and 
go forward once more to release the moor- 
ing pennant. 

Once "Chatterwug" has drifted a suffi- 
cient distance from the mooring, I shift 
the engine into forward and make my way 
to the Sound via the gap between Pine 
Island. and Bushy Point. This route is 
quicker than the channel but requires shal- 
low draft and some local knowledge, since 
there is a considerable rock visible only at 
low tide right in the middle of the passage, 
and quite a few more thereabouts awaiting 

the unwary. 
On the day I am recalling, there was a 

fresh breeze out of the southwest and the 
exceptionally clear, vibrant air associated 

with a Bermuda high. As soon as I passed 
the mid-passage rock, I lowered the cen- 
terboard and killed the engine, as 

"Chatterwug" was already heeled in the 
twelve-knot breeze. My first task was to 
run the gauntlet of lobster buoys and the 

two small craft anchored to fish in the 
unofficial channel. By the time I left 
Vixen Ledge to starboard, it was clear, 

unobstructed sailing, and I took a moment 

to retrieve the VHF from my duffle bag, 
and set it up in one of the beverage holders 
Ted Brewer had built into the bridge deck. 
The Nimble 20 is a rebuttal to another 
salty acquaintance of mine, call him 
Captain Runabout, who refuses to go sail- 

ing because "there's no safe place to put 
your beer." 

I choose a heading that will bring me 
50 degrees or so off the apparent wind and 
sheet in the jigger to balance the helm, as 
"Chatterwug", with a bone in her teeth, 
begins to drive toward Seaflower, a marker 
on a pile of rocks right in the middle of 
Fishers Island Sound. Despite the strong 
tidal current setting me to the east, I hope 
to leave Seaflower to port. The wind is 
steady and begins to throw up occasional 
whitecaps. It becomes clear, after about 
five minutes on this course, that I'll be 
able to pass to the right of Seaflower if the 
wind holds. 

In my mind's eye I can now envision 
the entire passage to be made that day. 
Once past Seaflower, I will head for the 
bell buoy that guards Fishers Island's 
North Hill, a course I will hold until I leave 
North Dumpling to port. Then with the 
wind abeam, I will swing left into the pas- 

sage between the Dumplings and run wing 
on-wing before the wind, a maneuver I 

would liken to a cock strutting about in a 
barnyard. Once safely past the Dumplings, 
I will jibe, and make the westerly passage 
back to Spicer's close hauled. Once about a 
hundred yards inside Vixen Ledge, I will 
head up, strike the main and jib, and motor 
back in, my usual routine when sailing 
alone. If I had Barbara or Beth aboard, with 
a stiff breeze out of the southwest, we 
would fetch the Pine Island bell, hang a 
right, and then barrel down the official 
channel wing-on-wing, to show off or just 
for the fun of it. In sailing, I have learned, 
the best way, the most satisfying way of 
doing things, isn't always the simplest, 
the quickest, or the easiest way. 

The wind has taken a firm and steady 
grip on "Chatterwug's sails, and with the 
helm nicely balanced I can easily adjust 
course toward the Dumplings with my left 
hand atop the tiller's stock. I become 
aware that this is the experience daysailors 
treasure, when they are for the moment 
alert and unconcerned, free yet bound to 

the necessities of wind and water, daring 
and venturesome in safe, familiar waters, 
which are somehow strange and new at ev- 
ery surge of the hull. All thoughts of the 
landsman's life evaporate, details to be 
remembered, things to be done, arrange- 
ments to be made, all of them fade into un- 
reality. The only reality now is water, 
wind and light-winged boat suddenly come 
alive like some fabled sea-creature. 
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The following events took place in 
the mid 1980's in Stonington, 
Connecticut. They show that you should 
always have the equipment aboard you 
know you should even when it looks un- 
likely you will use it, and trust your in- 
stincts and, don't count on the U.S. Coast 
Guard. 

It happened like this: At this point I 
was sailing (or learning to sail) a Thistle. I 
had agreed to meet my partner Tom down at 
the harbor at 5:00 pm. We had intended to 
practice for a race the next day. 

Right away we came to our first snag 
which was that the sail wouldn't go up due 
to something jamming the halyard. We 
tried various unjamming techniques at the 
mooring and finally resorted to hauling 
the boat far enough ashore until it could be 
tipped over and the sheave at the top of the 
mast reached. This meant that we left a 
good deal later in the day than we had 
planned. 

On tacking out of the harbor I noticed 
fog coming in over Fisher's Island and de- 
cided to simply go out and tack along the 
breakwater and tack back in. This seemed 
sensible a the time, although a little hairy 
in hindsight. Now our real troubles began. 
On our first tack the tiller came out of the 
rudder head and the forestay let go. 
Needless to say we were somewhat con- 
fused for the moment and turned our atten- 
tion to righting those wrongs. While we 
had our attention thus diverted the fog 
must have either come in very fast or been 
a lot closer than I at first thought, because 

when we were again able to concentrate, I 

looked around and the breakwater had dis- 
appeared. 

This started us off on a series of tacks 
to find it. The first of the three points I 
mentioned comes up here. If we had had a 
compass on board none of this would have 
happened.At one point I reasoned 
(correctly) that, since the wind had been 
blowing from the S.E., by simply running 
downwind we 
would at least run into some familiar land- 
mark. So, we started running. With the 
wind dead aft we jibed and jibed again be- 
ing that it was difficult to see just where 
the wind was. At this point Tom spoke up 
and said that the wind must have shifted. I 
did not think so but the fog destroyed my 
confidence. This is where the second point 
is made; one's instincts come in and need 

to be trusted. I agreed and we started off 
into the fog again. At one point a pole ap- 
peared which [ recognized as marking a 
rock but could not place it. 

Soon | heard a foghorn which I recog- 
nized and thought it was at the end of the 
breakwater so I headed for it. Or so I 
thought until all of a sudden through the 
fog appeared Latimer's Reef Lighthouse 
which is on a small cluster of rocks in 

Fisher's Island Sound. Although I did not 
know it at the time the Coast Guard had 
managed to put two horns with the same 
pitch within one mile of each other: the 
one on the breakwater in the harbor and 
the one on the lighthouse. This little mis- 
take of the duplicate foghorns was cor- 
rected in a couple of weeks due to local 
complaints. 

We were well to the west of where I 
thought we were but by then the light was 
going out of the fog and "any port in a 

storm." I suggested that we stop and spend 
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Fog on Fisher's 
Island Sound 

By Rob Pittaway 

the night right there and Tom agreed. 
There is a space in the stone at the base of 
the lighthouse which was used for the 
lightkeeper to tie his boat. Although dam- 
aged by hurricanes it still can serve the 
same purpose. 

We both were wearing jackets which 
were waterproof and I had on long pants 
but Tom only had on shorts. Fortunately it 
was summer. We had only the sails and a 
couple of boat cushions with which to 
make ourselves comfortable on the almost 
too narrow circular concrete walkway at 
the base of the light. The next thing I 
thought of was that the horn would sound 
all night. But it was high above us and rel- 
atively soft. 

As we settled down to wait for the 
next thing to happen in this saga I won- 
dered what my wife was doing now that it 
was dark. It seems strange but I could not 
dwell on that. Perhaps for the same reason 
I was not hungry. There was absolutely 
nothing we could do about our situation at 
the moment. It was strange to be so iso- 
lated in the middle of the fog. We weren't 
constrained in any physical way yet we 
could not really go anyplace. Besides the 
wind had died. It was best to stay nght 
there. At least we were safe, although no- 
body knew it. 

So we tried to sleep. Later, we heard a 
strange sound out there on the water and I 
identified it as rain approaching. Sure 
enough in a few minutes we were getting 
water falling on us really hard. It only 
lasted a few minutes and then moved on. 
Sail cloth does not make a waterproof cov- 
ering but provided enough protection that 
we did not get completely soaked. 

The next noise that woke us was the 
sound of an engine. It was obviously a 
boat but we couldn't see it. Why didn't they 
have any lights showing? It was coming 
quite close. We waited until it was appar- 
ently stopped and both of us yelled as loud 
as we could. Nothing. We yelled again. 
Still nothing. It moved off deeper into the 
fog. It was in fact the Coast Guard search- 
ing for us, but with their engines running 
how did they expect to hear anything? My 
wife later said she asked them about just 
this 
situation and was told that they could hear. 
Don't worry. This was the last time I will 
ever count on the Coast Guard, the third 

point. 
After that little incident, I started 

thinking: Was it really someone looking 

for us or was it perhaps someone doing 
something illegal? In which case they 
would not want any witnesses. I admit that 
sounds a little overdramatic but stranger 
things have happened. We talked about it 
and agreed not to call out to anyone unless 
they identified themselves first. Another 
possible argument for the Coast Guard to 
identify themselves. 
I slept reasonably well and I remember the 
night as being not too uncomfortable ei- 
ther from hunger, cold or from the the 
hardness of the concrete. 

Eventually, morning came and it grew 
lighter and finally it was a bright, sunny 
summer's day somewhere, although foggy 
right around us. But there was no 
wind.Then> finally just as the wind came 
up enough to sail, a fishing boat went by. 
Being that he had his throttle wide open, 
he would not have heard us if we had 
yelled, and he didn't see us. I don't know 
why, but I assumed he was headed in and 
not out. The fog was so thick that I wasn't 
sure where the sun was. I just assumed that 
he was headed for Stonington, so we got 
into our boat and headed in the same direc- 
tion. Pretty soon we heard an engine ahead 
of us. I said: "Hey,that's not a boat, that's 

a lawnmower. Then Tom said, "I hear 
waves" and the next moment we were on a 
beach. 

Above the beach was a golf course 
where a guy who was cutting the grass was 
just disappearing over a rise. The length of 
time it took to reach this land was not 
much more than it takes to tell it. But 
where were we? If you look at a chart of 
Fisher's Island Sound, you will see that we 
wound up on Fisher's Island! We had taken 
off from the lighthouse headed south, not 

north as I thought. I was completly turned 
around and the fishing boat was headed in. 
It was going to Fisher's Island. 

From here on the story is all very an- 
ticlimactic. Tom _ talked to the 
groundskeepers and got us a ride to the 
western end of the island. There he called 
up his employer and she called my wife. 
Next, fortunately ,Tom had some money 

with which we bought coffee and a grinder. 
Feeling fit again, we got a ride back east. 
The driver of the car was very kind and said 
to us: 

"Just wait it out (the fog). Don't do any- 
thing stupid like trying to leave before it 
lifts." We promised we wouldn't and 
walked to the boat to wait it out. Then the 
last incredible thing happened. We had 
just sat down and were planning our next 
move when the wind shifted into the north 
and the fog disappeared and there was the 
bright sunny summmer's day. We got up 
sail and, in what seemed like a few min- 

utes, were pulling up our mooring pennant 
in Stonington harbor. 

Well, what was the final conclusion 
from all this? Were we scared? I can only 
speak for myself. No. As long as the boat 
floated or we were on some sort of solid 
ground we were O.K. Were we concemed? 
You bet. I knew that at some point my wife 
would worry about where we were and start 
a process of looking for us. 

What did we leam from it all? The first 
thing was about the fog. Even in this part 
of the world it is more confusing than one 
can imagine. One should have at least a 
compass on board. In fact, right after that 
we put one permanently on the boat. At 
least my instincts in this case were right 
and should have been followed. Lastly, the 
point about the Coast Guard has been al- 
ready well illustrated. 

This whole episode was something of 
a mystery to me. I kept thinking that it 
should have happened years ago. That 
somehow I must be living in the past. 
Having been to Fisher's Island without 
ever having seen where I was going. With 
all the fog swirling around us and keeping 
us from seeing what was right in front of 
us: that was what made it so mysterious. 



(This event happened during the 
big storm which struck the peninsula of 
Baja and the mainland of Mexico April 24- 
25, 1993. Joyce wrote the story of the 
events just as they happened and sent it to 
her mother, who happens to be my sister- 
in-law. The story begins): 

We left La Paz and spent three 
days getting to the tip of Baja. This is be- 
cause, #1, we were in no hurry, #2, we had 

limited fuel and were not going to be able 
to get more, and #3, the wind never blew 
in more than 6 of any 24 hours. So, we 
could sail and sit and bob some and motor 
some if there was no wind, but still in 
rough seas so I didn't become seasick. 

On April 24th at 11:00 pm I went 
to bed because it was Wally's shift. We 
were just coming to the tip of Baja and had 
the full main up and a 130% jib. As is our 
standard practice, safety lines were run 

down both sides and Wally was wearing 
his safety harness clipped on. About 
11:30 pm., I was awakened by being 

slammed hard against the ceiling and the 
boat was really smashing hard. I quickly 
dressed and put on my harness and went out 
on deck to see what was going on. The 
wind was hitting about 30 knots and we 
had green water coming over the bow! 

Wally said it hit the second he 
rounded the point and he couldn't do any- 
thing yet as,"Tilly", our old automatic 
steering, couldn't hold it, forcing him to 
steer. I grabbed the tiller and he went for- 
ward to the mast and double reefed. Green 
water was coming over all the way to the 
mast now and, although he could hang on, 
I was worried he'd hit his head against the 
mast. I was getting totally drenched now 
too. 

Wally retumed to the cockpit and 
we talked about why we had a pocket still 
in the main and we couldn't figure out what 
to do to flatten it. We'd pulled the jib re- 
ally tight also, but were still smashing 
very hard and taking on lots of green wa- 
ter. We knew should go to the bow and 
hank on the storm jib, but neither of us 
wanted to go up there as the bow was under 
water most of the time. 

We sailed this way about three 
hours, figuring we would sall out of it 
soon. Then the main went! We reacted 
quickly because we had blown a jib once 
and knew that if the sail wasn't dropped 
immediately it would start to shred and be 
lost beyond repair. 

Wally ran to the mast and 
dropped the main, I turned the boat around 
and ran on the jib while Wally lashed the 
main to the boom. Although the wind was 
still only 30 knots, the waves were huge 
and the tops were breaking. Although it 
was still scary, Wally and I had both had 

experience surfing big waves in our kayak- 
ing days. We did not, though, want to do 

an "endo", or roll this boat over! ("This 

boat", is a Cal 40). 
The boat was not pounding now 

that we running, but we'd started the 
engine because we did not like relying to- 
tally on that one jib. Suddenly, there was a 
terrible racket coming from the engine 

The Storm 

compartment! We didn't want to shut the 
engine off, although we knew we should, 
but looking back and up at those huge 
waves scared us. The engine probably 
wasn't doing us any good at all because we 
were really screaming down the waves, but 

it was a much needed security blanket! 
We watched the guages, the oil 

pressure only dropped slightly, the tem- 
perature remained constant and the racket 
stopped. Wally steered about an hour be- 
cause I was seasick. Then about 3:00 am or 
thereabouts, he went to bed and I steered 
about 2-3 hrs. It was difficult to surf the 
waves only because my concentration 
could not waver as the consequences would 
be devastating. 

Surfing waves on the Oregon 
coast was fun, but we never had to concen- 

trate for more than 10 minutes at a time to 
surf a wave. Also the consequences of hav- 
ing a wave break over you could hurt, but 
we'd just roll back up and go to shore when 
we were finished. 

Around 6:00 am when Wally 
came back on deck, the wind and waves 

were dying and I could tell the engine was 
not moving the boat. 
We tried it in neutral and reverse. No, the 
engine was not moving the boat. So, we 
shut it down and I kept steering while 
Wally took a look in the engine compart- 
ment. We have a V-drive and the shaft had 
slid back. Luckily, we have a safety clamp 
on the shaft or the shaft would have 
dropped overboard leaving a 1-1/2" hole 
open to the sea. We would have sunk 
within-a few minutes! 

We could see Baja still, as we had 
run back toward Cabo, but were still about 

8-10 miles offshore. "Tilly" wasn't work- 
ing so one of us had to continue to hand 
steer to keep on the most comfortable 
heading. Wally could not fix the shaft and 
the wind barely gave us steerage. Wally 
then tried to lash the dinghy alongside the 
boat in an attempt to tow with outboard 
motor, but the waves were much too large 

and the chop too great. He finally managed 
to tie ‘the dinghy, but it would have never 
made shore as the outboard wouldn't have 
been strong enough against the swells and 
the lower unit would have been out of the 
water so much it would have bumed up. 

We were now both very tired, 
bruised, and seasick. We were being forced 

further from shore. The decision was made 
to call in as a vessel in distress. A sailboat 
responded immediately from Cabo San 
Lucas. We gave our coordinates and left our 
jib up so he could spot us easier. He was 
there within the hour. It was a big tni- 
maran and he towed us to some mooring 
buoys at Cabo. He was a real nice guy and 
the seas were still pretty rough. He lost a 

big fender, refused any payment, however 
we gave him one of our big fenders. We 
paid the keeper of moorings, Juan, for a 
week on the moorings when he motored 
out to help us tie up. We then fell into our 
bunks. 

The next day we found out that 
another boat had tried to round the 
"corner" that night also, he was coming 

By Joyce and Wally Birkenheir 
Yacht "Just Do It" 

Submitted by E.G. Ragsdale 

from the other direction down the coast, 
and had hit the rocks. The boat was lost. 
One crewman was lost, his body never 
found, and the other was found later alive. 

He survived to sail again. 
We are thankful to be safe and 

have decided to increase our sailing and 
boat maintenance experience one more 
year before trying to tackle an extensive 
crossing. We made a lot of mistakes, but 

as the saying goes, "I learn from that 
which does not kill me" 

We will spend at least one more 
season in Mexico. In the interim we will 
spend July and August in Oregon if we can 
find a safe place to leave the boat for the 
hurricane season. 

(Sept. 6th. Wally and Joyce are 
back in Mexico aboard,"Just Do It" and are 
in the process of adding new equipment 
and repairing the damage done in April. 
They are living aboard, happily fishing 
and diving and renewing their acquain- 
tances in Baja). 

DETROIT AREA/LAKE St. CLAIR 
Sailing Sea/Touring Kayaks 

29474 OLD NORTH RIVER RD. 
MT. CLEMENS, MI 48045 

(313) 468-6456 

Traditional fenders for classic boats, 

specializing in custom orders. 

New 1994 Rae 
catalog 

now 
available! 

+ ¢ 7 ¢ 
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Splicings®° 

The Marlinspike Artist 
58 Chappell Road 

Wakefield, RI 02879 
(401) 783-5404 
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Fic. 22—Details and specifications 
for construction of sliding seat and 
outrigger units. 

A Canoe Makes an Excellent Rowing Craft 
From the 1956 American National Red Cross Manual 

A canoe makes an excellent rowing 
craft when equipped with detachable 
outriggers and sliding seat rowing equip- 
ment (Figs. 23 and 23A). It has more ma- 
neuverability and some of the carrying ca- 
pacity of the typical rowboat and some of 
the speed of a racing shell. Rigging a ca- 
noe in this manner is a measure of econ- 
omy in so far as it permits one craft to per- 
form the function of two interchangeably. 

The equipment under discussion was 
designed and built by Waldemar Van Brunt 
Claussen several years before his retire- 
ment from the position of Assistant 
Director of the Water Safety Service, 
American National Red Cross. The draw- 
ings (Fig. 22) of this equipment were done 
by him. Mr. Claussen's article that ap- 
peared in the January-February ,I947 issue 
of "The Reporter" (former publication of 
the First Aid and Water Safety Service) has 

been adapted here to explain how to make 
this equipment. 

The drawing (Fig. 22) shows a sliding 
seat unit that can be readily placed in a ca- 
noe; outriggers that can be easily clipped 
into the slots of the open gunwale without 
the use of bolts, screws, or other perma- 

nent fastenings; and a pair of well bal- 
anced, light oars that can be made from a 
pair of larger ones. 
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The seat frame (Fig. 23B), a rectangu- 
lar affair 49" long, 9-1/2" wide, and 4" 

high, can be made from the planking of a 
light packing case. If you wish to keep the 
outfit really light, cut the lightening holes 
indicated. Any of the modern plastic resin 
glues make for excellent assembly, 
although screws may be used if desired. 
Footplates, toestraps, and heelboard are 
easy to devise. The seat, the footplates, 

usually called boots, and the tracks may be 
purchased from the manufacturers of racing 
shells, or obtained secondhand at some 
large rowing clubs having old shells that 
eventually have to be broken up. The 
equipment in the shell is usually saved 
when one is broken up. Toggles on the 
center partition (Fig. 23C) are to prevent 
longitudinal creeping of the seat frame 
while in use. Yet the toggles can be tumed 
up to permit transer of the frame to a 
smooth interior plywood canoe or skiff. 
Note also the turnbuckles (shown in Fig. 
23A and 23C), which prevent lateral 
movement. 

In ribless canoes a 1/8" galvanized or 
stainless-steel wire rope (cable) attached 
to each end of the sliding seat unit and to 
pad eyes on the inside stems at each end of 
the canoe will hold the unit securely in po- 
sition. Each cable could have snap hooks 

at both ends or be permanently fastened to 
the seat and have a snap hook at the other 
end. There should be a turnbuckle in the 
middle of one of these cables in order to 
take up slack and make the cables taut 

while the unit is in use and to slack off in 
order to take the unit out of the canoe. The 
oak tracks, guardrails, and hold-down rail 

present a little work in sawing and planing 
if no power tools are available, because 
these parts should be true and smooth. The 
commercial seat has the hold-down brack- 
ets ("fingers," or "claws") attached to the 
seat. They engage the outer edges of the 
tracks thus making the center hold-down 
bar unnecessary. 

The sliding, or rolling, seat portion 
is interesting to make. The part you sit on 
may be flat, if a pad of some kind is used 
with it; but a more shipshape job calls for 
gouging this 12"x 8"x1" piece of soft- 
wood into a typical saddle-seat form. The 
gouging job can be done with an ordinary 
straight 3/4-inch gouge chisel followed by 
rubbing with coarse and fine sandpaper on 
an oval shaped cork rubbing block (or a 
wooden block faced with felt or foam mb- 
ber). Lightening holes again are drilled 
(Fig. 23B), and it might even facilitate the 
gouging to drill them first. 

Wheels are obtained by dismantling 



the casters from some old article of furni- 
ture. Even the wheels from roller skates or 
some inexpensive toy may be adapted to 
the purpose. Round iron rod may be used 
for the axle; but for a durable ng for adult 
use, a mild steel axle is better. The axle 

may be bought in 3/16" diameter stock and 
12" lengths at model shops where it is sold 
as shafting for model motorboat construc- 
tion. The simplest manner of keeping the 
wheels on is to use washers and cotter pins 
after cutting the rod to proper length and 
carefully drilling the ends. 

The axle-keepers and bearings are de- 
signed to provide 3" travel for the axle; 

these may be iron or brass. They may be 
attached with offset bends in the keeper, or 
the bends may be eliminated and washers 
or spacers slightly thicker than the diame- 
ter of the axle used. The spacer plate, 
which keeps the axles in parallel align- 
ment, should be about as thick as the di- 

ameter of the axle. The plate is held to the 
axle by light brass or tin clips bent around 
the axle and riveted to the plate. 

The "fingers" or "claws" to engage 
the hold-down rail, and the rail itself are 
not strictly necessary for use of the equip- 
ment when rowing, but they are a worth- 
while convenience because they keep the 
seat permanently attached when the frame 
is lifted into or out of the canoe. One or 
two pairs of claws may be used; these are 
readily bent and then riveted to the spacer 
plate. They should fit the hold-down rail 
snugly, without binding. Each end of both 
tracks should be provided with "stops" to 
prevent the seat wheels from over-run- 
ning. The two at one end may be perma- 
nently glued, but the other two should be 
held by screws, which will make it easy to 
remove the seat for repairs or refinishing. 

Twenty feet of 1/4" iron rod; one pair 
of size No. 1 malleable, galvanized iron, 

U-type rowlocks; and four 3/16" flathead 
stove bolts, with nuts and washers, pro- 

vide the equipment for the outriggers (Fig. 
23D). The upper member of each outrigger 
is planned to span three ribs; to have rect- 
angular claws that fit snugly into the gun- 
wale slots; to have the pulling arm 
slightly longer than the thrust arm; and to 
have a 10 degree tilt at its outer end. An 8- 
1/2" extension is suggested. This may be 
increased if oars longer than those illus- 
trated are used. If the problem of bending _ 
neat, round eyes, as illustrated, is beyond 
the capacity of your equipment, then ordi- 
nary hairpin bends around the bolts will 
serve amply well. For rigidity sufficient to 
permit the application of full adult power 
when rowing, it is recommended that a 
spot weld be made to fasten each eye to the 
part of the rod that passes around outside 
it. 

The lower, or down-thrust, member of 
each outrigger bears against the outside of 
the canoe about 5" below the gunwale (Fig 
23D); it may have a piece of rubber tubing 
slipped over it before final attachment. 
Assembly of the outngger is completed by 
applying fishline bindings tightly (and 
varnishing them) over thin wood dowel 
spacers (Fig. 23D) having their ends 
notched to fit the round rods. The dowels 
could be replaced by iron rods of the same 
length and cut from the material used for 
the rest of the outrigger. The advantage of 
the iron rods is that they can be quickly 
and permanently welded in place. 
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INBOARD LENGTH OF LOOM EQUALS Yo THE 
SPAN BETWEEN ROWLOCKS PLUS 2”. 

PLIED BY 25. 

LEVERAGE RATIOs 7°18. | 

DISTA BUTTON TO 
HANOLE, EQUALS 
TOTAL LENGTH OF ;. 

OAR SHOULD BALANCE WITHIN 
{2° OF BUTTON. W. VAN B. CLAUSSEN 

AUGUST 1949, 

Fic. 24——This drawing was prepared after the drawing showing how to make 

the sliding seat and outrigger rowing equipment. Because its recommenda- 
tions for locating the leather and button on an oar will contribute to more 
efficient rowing you may wish to incorporate them when preparing your 
oars and outriggers. 

Horns of the open rowlock should be 
pressed together in a vise until the inside 
diameter of the lock is a close, but not a 

tight, fit around the leathered part of the 
oar loom (Fig. 23E); this will eliminate 

annoying loose play and also will secure 
the loom against any possibility of jump- 
ing out; yet the oar can be removed by 
drawing it inboard until the thin part of the 
loom will pass the narrowed horns. The 10 
degree cant of the rowlocks should be ad- 
justed, if necessary, until the “button,” or 
leather collar, bears evenly against the 
face of the lock when the oar is immersed 
at pulling depth. To prevent accidental 
loss of the rowlocks, insert a pin or ring 
in the eye at the end of the shank. 

Oars for use with this outfit should be 
6' 8" long overall for this specific canoe, 
with leather and button applied at location 
shown. ARC. 1065-15, "Formula for 
Correctly Fitting Oars to a Boat" (see Fig. 
24), contains information on location of 

leather and button that will contribute to 
more efficient rowing. You may wish to 
incorporate this information when prepar- 
ing your oars and outriggers. Flat blade 
oars of ash or spruce are not difficult to 
make by hand, even without a lathe, and it 
is even simpler to merely work a large 
heavy pair down to the dimensions shown. 

If spoon blade oars (sculls) are avail- 
able, or if your handicraft ability is equal 
to the task of producing them, you'll find 
that they are the finishing touch necessary 
to make this equipment one of the pleasan- 

The Solution... 
to wet Boats 

BAILER 

one-way trap door. Stainless steel 
Scandinavian quality. 

LA ANDERSEN 

The easy to install and very affordable 
Andersen Bailers use forward motion to 
drain the water from your canoe through a 

2455 E. Sunrise Blvd., Suite 312, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 

‘ 

test thrills in your aquatic experience. You 
may purchase sculling oars from manufac- 

turers who make racing shells and oars. 
They will measure 9-1/2' and have their 

leathers and buttons located for sculling 
(rowing) with oarlocks 60" apart. If you 
purchase the sculls, you'll also have to 
purchase sculling oarlocks; no other type 
will be satisfactory. You will have to make 
the outriggers large enough to place the 
oarlocks 60" apart at their points of at- 
tachment to the outriggers. 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELL & STAR 
APPLEDORE POD 
MAAS AERO & 24 

TRINKA 8, 10 & 12 DINGHIES 
EASTERN 18 COMMERCIAL OB 
BRIDGES POINT 24 
THULE RACKS 
ROWING INSTRUCTION 

55 Spicer Ave., Noank, CT 06340 
(203) 536-6930 

S MODELS 

Phone Toll Free 
800/626-5603 

or FAX 305/563-5602 
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ON DISPLAY 

INDOORS , \ 
f°") \) LOTS OF 

PRE-OWNED 
\ SAILBOATS 

\ 

\ 

COM PAC 16, 19, 23, 27 

PRECISION 15, 18, 21, 23, 27 

SUNFISH - ZUMA 

DAYSAILER - SAROCA 

FERNALD'S 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 

(508) 465-0312 

Affordable Boats, 
Trailers and Accessories 

(508) 768-7411 
66 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 592 

ESSEX, MA 01929 

14'x47" hand laid fiberglass bull 
Solid mahogany gunwales and seats 

Two rowing stations 
Well balanced with deep, full 

length keel 
Amazing stability with sharp entry 

to the seas 
Traditional wine glass transom. 

BAY? MAINE BOATS 

P.O. Box 631 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 

(207) 967-4282 

Some Suggestions for the Sea Pearl 

Hinged Aluminum rudder 
and centerboard. 

\ 
\\ 

oe 

nehor \, 
well with 
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Centertboard 

Eench seats w/ lockers 

underneath. Seat backs 
are angles for comfort 
when heeled. Seats are 
wide encuch to sleep on. 

By Steve Axon 
I read your offering of "micro" cruiser 

plans and nearly rushed off an order for all 
of them. For years, the concept of a small 
seaworthy sailboat has been compelling, 
something with sturdy construction, cozy 
cabin, and a high degree of seaworthiness. 
However, as I get older (and wiser?), and 
look at the sailing [ really get to do, the 
design approach that makes more sense is 
that of the "beach cruiser". The pocket 
cruiser is usually too heavy to trailer, and 
too cramped to share with the family. The 
gunkholing I like to do requires shoal draft 
and I enjoy taking a gang out for a daysail, 
so an open boat with a big cockpit is nice 
to have. The places I sail ( the Great Salt 
Lake, reservoirs, and the Sea of Cortez) all 
allow camping on shore, so a beachable 
boat that can haul a crowd would appeal to 
me. 

The best design to meet my require- 
ments to date is the "Sea Pearl" It is: 

Easy to tow, easy to ng and launch. 
Shoal draft and beachable. 
Has a big cockpit and can handle a 

crowd well. 
Is well made, a fast sailer, and easy to 

sing lehand. 
However after owning a Pearl for sev- 

eral years, I must note that it does have a 
some design limitations I would like to 
see corrected. 

trunk Sealed floor. with 
compartments. With drains 
in stern, boat is self-bailing 
Flocr is divided into sections, 
access through round 
hatches. Can be used as 
water ballast & storage 

It has little design stability, and is 
very tender. 

It is NOT self-rescuing (it cannot be 
sailed dry from a knockdown). 

The flat bottom pounds, (and ruins the 
otherwise handsome lines). The 
design changes I would make to a Pearl are: 

Add 12 to 18 inches to its beam, giv- 
ing it more form stability. The original 
hull was narrow so that it could be 
rowed(this hull predates outboard motors). 
No one I know of rows this boat very far, 
so the emphasis on oars could be dropped. 

Add a full length, sealed floor (like 
the big daysailer in Bolger's column a few 
months ago).This would make the boat 
self rescuing, as well as allowing the use 

of water ballast in partitions within the 
floor. 

Redesign the bottom, so that a more 
traditional rounded shape results, one that 
would not pound when beating to wind- 
ward. This may cost 3-4 inches in draft but 
a boat that draws 10 inches is still accept- 
able. 

Is there someone making a boat that 
fits this description? Can we get Phil 
Bolger to do a design? I think that a big, 
capable "beach cruiser" is a boat that the 
public might buy. The Sea Pearl has been 
successful. 



Last Goodboats 

Before Winter 

tee. 

| 

We great excitement and some fear we 
got off the shipment of-four Goodboats to 
our German customer, Axel Schneider of 

Kolumbus Boote & Materialien in Munich, 
just before Christmas. The sail came from 
Douglas Fowler just in time for us to take 
adavnatge of the last little opening up of 
the water here at the head of Long Lake to 
try out this Class C ng. J'd taken the ad- 
vice of Douglas to go with this Laser type 
sail, and of Steve Clark and Ben Fuller as 
to the location of the mast and leeboard 
and the arrangement of the lines. We went 
out sailing in a snowfall on Pearl Harbor 
Day as the photos show. The interior of 
the boat was snow covered by the time I 

got back. 
I loved the rig. We weighed all the 

boats and found the stiffened 4-ply 17 
footer with sail rig to weigh 81 pounds, 
less the sail rig proper; the 3-ply 16 footer 
to weigh 61 pounds; and the super-light 2- 
ply solo 15 footer to weigh 33 pounds. 
The fourth boat in the shipment was a kit 
16 footer. The boats just barely fit snugly 
inside one another, and we built an arma- 

ture on temporary thwarts inside the inside 
boat to carry the long mast and the rail 
parts for the kit. Everthing else went in- 
side and all was wrapped up in blue carpet 
foam and stretch film with rope handles for 
the human, we hope, handlers. 

Now we're buckling down to repair 
work after this order. I no sooner got back 
in harness restoring another Old Town 
sailing canoe when I tried a fall line drop 
from the lip of a gravel pit on my XC skis, 
crashed at the bottom, and bangd my knee 
so hard it broke my hip. Am triply bolted 
back together very nicely, but am further 
behind. 

Next summer I am to teach building 
my Goodboats from the ready-made panels 
at the Wooden Boat School. 

Mason Smith, Adirondack Goodboat, 

HCO1-Box 44, Long Lake, NY 12847. 



WEST WIGHT POTTER 

{ Trailerable 

Cruisers 

Q IN 15' Sleeps 2 

; $4995 

19' Sleeps 4 

$7995 

International Marine 
904 West Hyde park Blvd. "M" 

Inglewood, CA 90302 

(800)- 433-4080 
RSS 

TShirt $16 
i] (Teal or Cranberry) 

f Sweat Shirt $30 
| | | (Black) 

a “ 

ie 
q P=) \ | 

| 0 E X C U S E S Kennebunkport 
. ME 04043 

Toughest Rowing é ' 1-800-985-4421 

Shirt Ever! FREE CATALOG 

Free Shipping. 
L, XL & XXL 

WATERMARK 
CREW 

Box 2732Q 

Feather Canoes 
see ee 

We specialize in building, and teaching how to 
build, a cedar strip version of Rushton’s “Wee 

Lassie” Canoe. This lightweight double paddle 
canoe is available in two versions. A sample 
copy of our newsletter and info is free. Full size 
pattems are $15. 

MAC MC CARTHY 
1705 Andrea PI. Sarasota, FL 34235 
(813) 953-7660(H) - (813) 355-6736 (S) 

The “Hook & Loop" System that Really Works! 
Great Paper, Great Price, Great Service -- Great Value 

The SANDEZE™ Line 

What You Are Building 

WOOD-CANVAS CANOE RESTORATION 

INSTRUCTION 
CLASSES @ MATERIALS @ REPAIRS 

Do you want to learn how to retore that family heirloom, or 

just see how it is done? I ain offering instructions covering 

the full range of restoration problems from structural repairs 

to recanvassing. Call or write for details and my schedules. 

I also sell canoe restoration materials, including clear north- 

em white cedar, canvas, canvas filler and hardware. 

William Clements 
Boat Builder 
P.O. Box 87 

18 Mt. Pleasant Street 

N. Billerica, MA 01862 

Telephone (508) 663-3103 
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Top-Quality, Best Price Retail or Wholesale 
No Clamps, Glue, or Messy Clean-Up 
Improves Productivity, Eliminates Waste 

An Size, Any Hole Pattern For Any Disc Sanders, Palm Sanders, 
Vibrating Sanders Or Industrial Sanding Machinery & Now Belts Too! 

Aluminum Oxide Pink Steret -- 40 to 1000 Grit 
Yellow Marathon w/No Chemical Residue -- 40 to 400 Grit 

For Free Catalog, Information or $10 Trial Pack 

Or Write SANDEZE * 9210 Lee Ave. » Manassas, VA 22110 

of 
Professional Abrasives 

Resin on Resin Red -- 40 to 150 Grit 
Wet/Dry Black Silicon Carbide 

Call 1-800-272-SAND 

» if Sree 

2: = 

» Me 

_ : At 

SIX YEAR CATBOAT 
For the past six years I've been help- 

ing my youngest son build a set of molds 
for a 13-1/2' catboat. We just launched the 
first boat out of these molds at year's end. 
It tumed out nice, and as soon as we get 
some wind we'll see what kind of a cat she 
is. 

Clark Mills, 1028 Sunnydale Dr., 
Clearwater, FL 34615. 

JOINED FORCES 
O'Connells Wooden Boat Shop and 

Coastal Cold Molding have joined forces 
in a new location. Both businesses are 
now located in an old Chevrolet factory in 
the historic district of Chestertown, 
Maryland. Our new 4,000 square foot facil- 
ity now gives us both room to stretch our 
wings (sails?) and has been rapidly filling 
with boats, ranging from a 38' Luders in 
for a new keel to our 8' production cat ten- 
ders. 

We now offer a full range of repair and 
new construction services along with a 
complete line of boatbuilding supplies and 
adhesives, including the newest MAS 
Epoxy. We are set up to mill all sizes of 
bead and cove strips and veneers in a vari- 
ety of woods. We are presently restoring 
three boats with veneer overlays and have 
two new boats under construction. We are 
very excited about these changes and also 
very busy, thank God! 

Marc Barto, O'Connell's Wooden 
Boat Shop, 303 Cannon St., Chestertown, 
MD 21620. 

IT SOUNDS LIKE A BUSY YEAR 
Here at Schofield's Boatworks we are 

adding 12' dory and 16' instant canoe de- 
signs too our present popular 9' dory 
boatbuilding classes. We are also thinking 
about holding a travelling boatbuilding 
school in the summer months in the 
northeast. If any readers in that area have 
interest in this please contact us. We need 
a minimum of six students to run one of 
our classes in your home town. 

We are also developing several videos 
on boat building, repair and maintenance. 
If this sounds like a busy year, well it will 
be. We feel 1994 is the year for us to get it 
done, now or never. 

Robert Schofield, Schofield's 
Boatworks, P.O. Box 352, Oak Hill, FL 
32759. 



EARLY STAGES 
My slightly modified Glen L Rob Roy 

canoe is in its early stages as pictured. She 
is 14'5" and under 40 pounds, built stitch 
and glue of 4mm okume plywood. This is 

wa 
& 

= Ge 

the first boat I have built. I am keeping a 
detailed journal for future reporting on the 
project. 

Lance McDowell, Newport News, VA. 

t Lowell, Co. sf Nc. 
Lane's End, Newbury, MA 01951 

(508) 462-7409 p< 
CRAZY RALPH 

HE'S WHEELING HE'S DEALING 

NEW BOATS. USED BOATS, 
USED GEAR 

TOWN CLASS 1986, WOOD, FULLY RIGGED, GOOD CONDITION 
34,000.00 

TOWN CLASS 1988, FIBERGLASS; COMPLETE WITH COCKPIT 
COVER, EXCELLENT CONDITION, A STEAL AT 
$6,000.00 

BANKS DORY 1991, WOOD (PINE WITH OAK TRIM) NEVER 
USED, $2,200.00 

1971, FIBERGLASS WITH CUDDY CABIN, 
COMPLETE EXCEPT SEATS, HAS TRAILER, 
$3,000.00 

‘LOWELL 19 

1957 OUTBOARD WITH MOTOR AND TRAILER, AS 
IS, $500.00 OR BEST OFFER 

LYMAN 16° 

(SKIFF 16° PLYWOOD SKIFF, BOTTOM HAS BEEN 
I FIBERGLASSED, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
i $500.06 

| 
AMERICAT 18’ 1973 FIBERGLASS CAT BOAT COMPLETE WITH 

1984 OUTBOARD MOTOR, YARD TRAILER, 
$4,000.00 OR BEST OFFER 

TOWN CLASS 1993 FIBERGLASS HULL WITH TRIM AND SEATS, 
TAKE THE GEAR OFF YOUR OLD ONE AND GET 
INTO A NEW, SAVE MONEY, $5,400.00 

MISCELLANEOUS HARDWARE FROM DECEASED "“TOWNIES", GREAT 
FOR THE HOME BOAT BUILDER. 

" ; " 
The "Mary Jane 
A working skiff with its own 

catch of the day, two lobsters in a 
mini-pot. 32"x1l6" for children 9 
months to 3 years. Red, blue or green. 
Name and Hail included. $249 plus 
$20 S&H. 

Deluxe kit, assembled hull, all 
wood parts, fastenings and instruc- 
tions in a canvas sailbag. Name & 
Hail included. $149 plus $15 S&H. 

Basic kit, assembled hull, full 
size patterns for parts, and instruc- 
tions. $75 plus $15 S&H. 

RR 3 Box 3241, Pittsford, VT 05763 
(802) 483-2080 MC/VISA 



Builders 

CLUBHOUSE BOATWORKS 
217 S. River Clubhouse Rd. 
Harwood; Maryland 20776 

(410) 798-5356 

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM WOOD skiffs, 
prams, lapstrakes, and rowing boats. 
Dinghy repair and restoration, inlays, 
line splicing, varnishing, woodworking, 
and model building. 

TRADITIONAL WOODEN BOATBUILDIN 

REPAIRS AND RESTORATIONS 

ROB BARKER 

615 MOYERS LANE, EASTON, PA 18042 
CHRIS STICKNEY 

BOATBUILDER 

@ Wooden Boat Restoration & Repair 

@ New construction 

@ Shop Rate $18/hr 

Box 146, St. George, ME 04857 
(207) 372-8543 

We 

PHONE/FAX (215) 253-9210 

Burt's Canoes 

Traditional Wood/Canvas Canoes 

BURT LIBBY Rt. 1, Box 1090 
(207) 268-4802 Litchfield, ME 04350 

607-547-2658 

Tom Krieg’s Boat Shop 10'6"x3'10" LAPSTRAKE YACHT 
TENDER 

(At 6 Mile PointOn West Lake Road) Designed circa 1890 
PO BOX 1007 Cedar planking on oak frames 

COOPERSTOWN, NY 13326 Hackmatack knees & hard pine thwarts 
Copper & bronze fastenings 
Two rowing stations 
Weight 75 Ibs. - capacity 500 Ibs. 

Woodenboat Restoration / Rigging 

by the 

Indian Point Guideboat Company 
Y/732 Midland Avenue, Midland, PA 15059 

412 -643 / 5457 6 43/6001 
Gardner Callanen, boatbuilder 

We have the world’s largest selection of new Guide-boats and 
historically correct accessories available from any source. Dozens of models, in lengths of 12' to 18 1/2', construction materials range from traditional wood to the state of the art. bi-axial kevlar. We offer reproduction oars, hardware, yokes, paddles and accessories. All of our fiberglass boat hulls are exactly reproduced from original 
antiques for the best rowing performance and authenticity. Our new 
16" “Lonesome Bay Boat” is a modern materials version of a 1912 “Old Town Double Ended Boat" See our new “Video Magazine"!!! 
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§ SUTHERLAND 5 
i) BOAT & COACH, inc! 
y' 4th Generation Boat Builder 

Builds & Restores: 
wooden sail/row boats, motor 

launches & ‘‘woodie"’ station wagons 

ey 

\ 416-1/2 W. Lake Rd. 
. Hammondsport, NY 14840-9603 r's| 

: (607 ty 

Mike Pieklo 

Boatwright 

Woods Hole Woodworks 

N1352 Lake Drive 

Fontana, WI 53125 

(414) 275-8080 

Builders of Traditional Wooden | 
Rowing & Sailing Craft; | 
Utility & Fishing Skiffs; 

Fiberglass & Wood Repairs 

Cape Cod’s 

Sailing Headquarters & 

Wooden Boat Center 

* Established 1945 

* AREY’S POND BOAT YARD »* 

ARNO Day ROWING & SAILING SKIFFS 

APBY 12-14' CAT BOATS 

Wooden Boat Repair & Restoration 

Sailboat Hardware & Rigging 

Boat Building Classes 

Rhodes 19 & Mariners 

Currently Restoring S. Dunbar “Monomoy” 

P.O. Box 222 
43 Arey’s Lane, off Route 28 
South Orleans, MA 02662 

(508) 255-0994 



OODEN Boats FOR SAIL,-4 

Tes 

Se 6 Elm St., Albany, NY 12202 

"THE LONG SOUGHT AFTER AMESBURY SKIFF 

NORTH RIVER BOAT WORKS 
518-434-4414 

$2 INFO 

Specialists in Wood -ii Boat Construction & Repair 

HCR 32, Box 301, Small Pt, ME 04567 (207)389-1 794/737-4143 

Ultralight Kayak Pians and Kits 

We offer five models of modem sea 
and touring kayaks as kits, plans, or 
finishec poats. Both round-bottom 

and hard-chine designs are 
avallabie. Our kits are inexpensive, 
easy to bulld, and very fast. We use 

modem stitch-n-glue and 
compounded plywood contruction 

methods and only the finest 
materials. Our plan sets include full 
size pattems for many parts and 

comprehensive Illustrated instruction 
manuals. Our brochure Is free. 

Chesapeake Light Cratt 
34 S. Pershing Drive 
Arlington, VA 22204 

(703) 271-8787 

as sleep-aboard, ear-top 
cruiser for two! 

The 5'2"beuit (onl 1'3"LOA) gives toon 
on iy fila fai Nd aly 
ot sleeping two Me nd it dosen’t 
sett to affect netforinah uf oll. 

lans $4 Plans $50 Study p 
Hani include se t ett Pad instructions, dnd 
ul sie plies it ens stitch tnd ulué constriction 
THOMSON SMALLBOATS 
Box 670, Vestal NY. 13851 

(410) 778-3213 

O’CONNELL‘’S 

VENEER OVERLAYS 

1962 BEETLE CAT 
— Receiving a new skin 

An affordable alternative for 

saving vintage wooden boats, 

when a traditional restoration is 

either too expensive or impracticle. 

Estimates available on request. 

O’CONNELL’S WOODEN BOAT SHOP 
303 Cannon Street 

Chestertown, Maryland 21620 
FAX (301) 293-1169 

Build A Clancy 
Here is a fast, safe sailboat, ideal for 

sail training, youth programs and 

designed for the non-boatbuilder. 

Order the easy-to-follow instruction 

book Build a Clancy today for only 

$15.00. Order the 

Builders Package 

with major compo- 

nents drawn for 

R you. 

We ship any- 

where. 

Write or call 

for more FREE 

information. 

boat lumber 

1-800-228 -4691 dept. M 
1019 3rd Street - Anacortes, WA 98221 



DENNIS DAVIS DESIGNS 
A range of thirteen small craft featuring the 
unique DK method of round bilge construction, 
or the well-proven stitch-and-tape method. Only 
two 8'x4' sheets of ply required foreach boat and 
no moulds, jigs or lofting! Two dollar bills bring 
our illustrated leaflet. 

9 Great Burrow Rise, Northam, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 1TB ENGLAND 

(GESDESIC 
Boats designed by Platt Monfort 

PLANS and KITS 

WEE PUN KIN 
Léh 

ee.” 

LOONFEATHEKR 
a portagable, steep-aboard 

cruiser for two! 

The 40 pound hull and 6 foot sleepiny detk 
take Loonfeather an easily portagable 

Send $2.00 for Design Broc 

Monfort Associates 
RR 2 Bex 416 MA, Wiscasset, ME. 04578 

(207) 882-5504 

floating campsite any place you drop anchot, 

Plans $50 Study plans $4 
Plans include Super leur ilustrated instructions, ond 

full sized putterns fot ensy stitch ond glue construction 

THOMSON SMALLBOATS 
Box 670, Vestal NY. 13851 

"Wee Punkin" has traditional good looks, is fun 
to build from inexpensive materials, and her 
performance will delight you. Innovative foam 
core deck and ample flotation make her extra 
safe and comfortable. She is ideal for children 
if they can get her away from dad. Truly a 
breakthrough in small boat design. Hit of the 
Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. No 
lofting. Plans with full size station patterns and 
detailed instructions. $36. SASE for more info. 

GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 
Rt. 1, Box 75, Collbran, CO 81624 

MARINE SURVEYING SERVICES 
YACHT & WORKBOAT DESIGN | 

“STOCK & CUSTOM DESIGNS’ 
‘CONTEMPORARY & CLASSIC’ 

DONN KAYLOR \ -usca PasseNGER VESSELS* 
~ACHTS ANO 5349 E. 2nd St., Suite C 
WORKBOATS Long Beach, CA 90803 

310/434-4499 
Donn G. Kaylor, Jr. Member: NAMS, ABYC, SBYD 

SHAMP YANKEE BOATS 
Plans, Stencils, Kits, Boats 

Plans & Instructions for Solo Canoe 

$15.00 

Robert W. Sparks 
36 Soundview Hgts. 

Branford, CT 
(203) 488-5932 06405 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder from 
10' launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32' blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog defining “Kayeau. The best little buddy you 

can build! 16’ by 30”, under 60 Ibs. specs, plans, contents, prices, etc. . 

and $175 to build. Fast, seaworthy, READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on small boat 
dry and extremely stable. Simplest designs written through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A.,considered by many to have been one of 

step-by-step instructions only $90) : line drawings, offsets, etc. that you can use. Send $2 for catalog listing 

Joe Reisner, 9600 Seventeen Mile WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 

Road, Marshall, Ml 49068. 18970 AZURE ROAD, WAYZATA, MN 55391 (612) 473-2360 

COMMON SENSE DESIGNS spiywoodepory constuction, 
THE WORLD'S BEST CRUISERS FOR HOMEBUILDERS! forthe first ume Dulsetsee 

OLDSHOE « MICRO MICRO TRAWLER. ne AS-29 
12' PLANS $50.00 » 15'4", PLANS $75.00 14'6", PLANS $75.00 

| LONG MICRO 
| 

| 196", PLANS $95.00 

—— 

11765 SW EBBERTS CT, BEAVERTON, OR 97005 
Catalog of these and 46other Bolger designs $10.00, $12.00 outside U.S. +$2.00 for airmail. CREDIT CARD ORDERS PHONE OR FAX (503) 524-8264 
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PADDLES & OARS 

4 (8 ab 
Maine Craftsmanship at it's 
finest. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

yah 8 TEap, 
(207) 866-4867 

Wood Canoe 
Hardware 

Scohasrenenditarannt-aaiammener’ 
SS We ee A ee ve PAR ANN 

CANOE HARDWARE: !72", "'/16", 7/8" 

canoe tacks; 8" oval brass stem bands; 

clenching irons; *°/i6" bronze carriage 

bolts; canoe plans; clear white cedar. 

Price list available. NORTHWOODS 

CANOE SHOP, RFD #3, Box 118—2A, 

Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. 

Lucky G. farm 
REO UsnO so 2O 

Hartland, ME 04943 

(207) 938-2380 

Hackmatack/Tamarack/larch 
Knees & Lags 

Try Our Hackmatacks 

Kiln Dried Boat Lumber 

Mast Hoops 
Mast Hoop Fasteners @ 
Sail Hanks @ Parrel Beads 
@ Wood Cleats ¢ Wood 
Shell Blocks @ Deadeyes 
@ Belaying Pins @ 
Bullseyes @ Custom Bronze 
Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc. 
Lane's End 
Newbury, MA 01950 

(508) 462-7409 
Custom wooden boats. mast hoops 
authenty nautical hermishings 

Supplies 
Materials 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
We have the old Atlas Co. machines. Pure 

hard drawn copper. Just the thing for lapstrake 
canoes, skiffs, dories. 3 diameters, 1/16", 
3/32", 1/8". 10 sizes, 3/4" - 1-1/4". 
Send $1 for sample packet and info, 

STRAWBERRY BANKE, INC. 

P.O. Box 300 MB, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

Small Boat 
Sails & 
Repairs 

(804) 580-8723 

P.O. Box 235 

Wicomico Church, VA 22579 ~ 

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 

Flitches 4/4, 5/4, 6/4 thick to 16! 

long. Some other sizes and grades 

available. Limited quantity, all 
rough sawn. Call or write for info. 

J.D. ENGLAND CO. 
HCR Box 337, Urbanna, VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

and 
HOLLOW 

D.P. Cooper Boat Building Inc, 
RR1 Box 267 

Hartland, Vermont 05048 
(802) 436-2640 

5 Gal. Pain 

$70.00 ea. 

1 Gal. 

$15.50 ea. 

POLYESTER RESIN 
4 or more 

$14.50 ea. 

FIBERG LASS = WIDE SELECTION BY THE YARD OR ROLL - FOR EXAMPLE 
Mat 1-1/2 oz. 38” - $2/yd @ Roving 24 oz. 38" - $3/yd. @ Cloth 10 oz. 38” - $4.05/yd 

SILICON BRONZE WOOD SCREWS - MANY SIZES FROM 3/4X8 AT $4.80 TO 3X16 AT $40.50 
ALSO STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS AND BRONZE RING NAILS 

GLOUCESTER PAINTS - THE COMPLETE LINE AT 40% & 50% OFF LIST PRICE 
SYSTEM THREE EPOXY RESINS 

MERTON'S FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 399, E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Tel (413) 736-0348 To Order Call Toll Free 1 (800) 333-0314 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST - WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN USA 

rr. } 

JAMESTOWN | 

DISTRIBUTORS. 

FASTENERS 

Boatbuilding And Woodworking 

Supplies 

800-423-0030 
Fax 800-423-0542 

US & CANADA 

If you are building, restoring, or repairing, 

send for a free copy of Jamestown 

Distributors’ catalog. This is a thorough 

catalog filled with marine grade fasteners 

in stainless steel, silicon bronze, brass and 

hot dipped galvanized as well as marine 

hardware, finishes, glues, resins, and tools. 

JAMESTOWN, BEAUFORT, 
RHODE ISLAND SOUTH CAROLINA 

28 Narragansett Ave. Hwy 17 & 21, 

P.O. Box 348 Gardens Corner 

Rt. 1 Box 375 

Jamestown, RI 02835 Seabrook, SC 29940 

Local 401-423-2520 Local 803-846-9500 

Fax 401-423-0542 Fax 803-846-9005 

Orr's Island Boat Works 

AUTHORIZED 

DEALER 
9-170 HP DIESELS 

FULL PARTS INVENTORY 

EXPERT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Orr's Island, ME 04066 
1 (800) 339-6777 (207) 833-5852 
(Maine only) 

GAMBELL 
HUNTER 
SAILMAKERS 

* 

Cotton and Dacron Sails 
STANDING AND RUNNING RIGGING 

(207) 236-3561 
16 Limerock Street, Camden, 

Maine 04843 

(With Catalyst) 
Finest Quality - Always Fresh 

20 or more 

$14.00 ea. 
4 pails or more 

$67.50 ea. 

COD 
- 
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PART FO DECLCATEO a0VEHWES. Bolgeron Design |aez= 

Scow Schooner Concept 

#64, Scow Schooner Concept, 90' x 28' x 

2-1/2’. 
Coastal and inland cruising schooner 

for 36 passengers and crew of eight. 
Following the proportions of the San 
Francisco vessel gave a shape with a lot of 
room on deck and below, and a quicktum- 
ing, fast hull on minimum tonnage. The 
shallow draft will allow her to get into 
smooth anchorages most of the time; she'd 
be noisy, to put it mildly, in a rough har- 
bor. She'll heel enough to be tolerable un- 
der way, but not enough to call for holding 
on hard. 

The nig is over 4000 square feet, with 
all running rigging single 
part led to dedicated power winches, and no 
light sails except possibly a main staysail 
tacked to the deck. The main engine is on 
deck, driving twin screws through hy- 
draulic motors. 

There's lots of deck space for wind- 
surfers, jetskis, kayaks, and _ shore 

launches, leaving room for passengers to 
wander. There are nine lavatories for 36 

people, restaurant seating for all. It was 
something of a challenge to make it pos- 
sible for everybody to get on deck without 
a traffic jam, in a heavy squall. 
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Cllaseitied Marketplace 
FOR SALE 

FREE FOR THE TAKING. 1964 Chris Craft twin 
screw flybridge cruiser. Been out of water 4 seasons. 
Nds engines. Must be removed. 
DAVID WARNER, Wenham, MA, (508) 774-0127. 
(20) 

1930 MULLINS SEA EAGLE UTILITY. Ready to 
restore. 4 cyl Lycoming, running, all instruments, 
95% hrdwre. W/trir. $4,000. 
JOHN MC SWAIN, 4155 Hwy. 11, Deland, FL 32724, 
(904) 734-8786. (20) 

8’x4' PRAM DINGHY, FG over ply, bronze oarlocks 
& towing eye. New, just finishing. $350. 
FREDERICK SMITH, Worton, MD, (410) 348-2151. 
(20) 

SNIPE #7021. 15-1/2' one design sloop bit °46, last 
sailed ’°90. FG over wood, modernized w/aluminum 
spars, daggerboard, FG rudder, race-lite fittings. Orig 
hollow wooden mast & “T” boom available. Asking 
$500, $600 w/trir. Will donate to qualifying non-profit 
organization. 
RALPH ELDRIDGE, Middletown, RI, (401) 848- 
7351. (20) 

22-1/2' CATBOAT, 75 yrs old, sound hull, sound 
mast, Nantucket bit. $2,800. 
BRUCE SCOTT, Brewster, MA, (508) 896-4048. 

(20) 

14'ROWING DORY, cartop, w/oars & brass oarlocks. 
$395. 
BRUCE SCOTT, Brewster, MA, (508) 896-4048. 
(20) 

18' MARSHALL CATBOAT, bit ’73, w/8hp Palmer 
IB, sail new ’87, sail cover, cockpit cushions, running 
lights, bronze step-on rudder, lazy jacks, painted spars, 
opening port, all teak trim, spring line cleats, PFD’s, 
anchor & rode, and more. $10,500. 
BOB REDDINGTON, 235 Lake Ave., Bay Head, NJ 
08742, (908) 295-1590. (20) 

18' MARSHALL CATBOAT, bit ’84, 4hp Johnson 
OB, green hull, cream cabin & decks, self-contained 
head, drop-leaf table, painted spars, running lights, 
shock cord furling gear, all teak trim, lazy jacks, 
cockpit cushions, sail cover, spring line cleats, bronze 
step-on rudder, flag halyard, Harken mainsheet system, 
knotmeter, PFD’s, anchor & rode. $12,500. 
BOB REDDINGTON, 235 Lake Ave., Bay head, NJ 
08742, (908) 295-1590. (20) 

1952(?) 14‘ SEBAGO RUNABOUT, cedar planked 
twin cockpit, split windshield. Vy gd cond w/’57 
Johnson 25hp OB w/orig controls & tank. 
Disassembled but all there. $700. 
BOB WADON, Randolph, MA, (617) 963-2036. (20) 

1927 EVINRUDE-LOCKWOOD, twin cyl hybrid 

OB, cast bonze Evinrude lower mated to Lockwood 

upper. All parts same year. Turns freely, gd parts 

source. Compl. $125. 
BOB WADON, Randolph, MA, (617) 963-2036. (20) 

11°6" ULTRALITE CANOE, Tom Hill design, glued 
lapstrake, 30 Ibs, mahogany trim. $1,100. 
BOB WADON, Randolph, MA,. (617) 963-2036. 
(20) 

DOVEKIE. Early model, wooden leeboards, SS 
gallows. Little used but nds cleaning etc. $3,500 or 
trade for single cyl motorcycles? 
DICK ZAHN, Pitman, NJ, (609) 589-2407. (20) 

BOAT TRAILER, heavy duty, exc cond. $5,500 or 

BO. Incl 1976 19’Cape Dory Typhoon sailboat, fully 

equipped, exc cond, 5 sails, 4hp OB, extras, a classic 

beauty. 
MIKE PIEKLO, Fontana, WI, (414) 275-8080. (20) 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
FOR PERSONALLY OWNED BOAT RELATED 
ITEMS. EACH AD WILL AUTOMATICALLY 
APPEAR IN TWO CONSECUTIVE ISSUES. FUR- 
THER PUBLICATION OF ANY AD MAY BEHAD 
ON REQUEST. A ONE-TIME CHARGE OF $8 
WILL BE MADE FOR ANY PHOTOGRAPH IN- 
CLUDED WITH ANY AD TO COVER THE COST 
TO US OF THE NECESSARY HALFTONE. NON- 
SUBSCRIBERS AND BUSINESSES MAY PUR- 
CHASE CLASSIFIED ADS AT $.10 PER WORD 
PER ISSUE. TO ASSURE ACCURACY PLEASE 
TYPE OR CLEARLY PRINT AD COPY. MAIL TO 
‘BOATS’, 29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984. 
PLEASE NO TELEPHONED ADS. 

A 

1992 (DEC) “JUNGLE QUEEN TYPE” cedar strip & 
W.C. epoxy system. Use, “Fish, Tour Boat’? 5.5 
Honda IB, seats 7 w/extra seat 10. Bimini, oars & 
many extras. Gravette Dispro replica of 1922 model. 
Must see to appreciate. Used 5 hrs, trlr. $7,995 or trade 
for sports car. 
DOUG WATT, Winter Haven, FL, (813) 293-3408. 

(20) 

FREE LIVE OAK TIMBER. Small pickup load of 
Live Oak compass timber. Diameters range from 
about 4" to over a foot. Dried abt 8 yrs. Main baulk 
used on reconstruction of “Constitution”. Located in 
Biloxi, will be given away to anyone who will take it 
away and use it properly. 
LYLE BONGE, 1099 Judge Sekul, Biloxi, MS 39530, 
(601) 432-8103. (20) 

8' BRICK. A-B fir w/FG on bottom. $196. 
JOE TRAVIS 970-N-Allen, Chapel Rd., Kendallville, 
IN 46755, (219) 347-4318. (20) 

19' CAPE DORY TYPHOON sloop, full set cushions, 
extra sails, motor mount, cradle. $2,950. 
FERNALDS, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA, (508) 465-0312. 

(20) 

“ 
a 
- 

VIKING NORSE 140, 14’x6', 10' cockpit, 4' deck. 
Seats 6, blt Norway. F.G. Freestanding Norwegian 
laminated mast & boom, oars, like new red & white 
mainsail, swing keel, mahogany floorboards, teak 
slats, galv trlr. $1,500, 
DOUG WATT, Winter Haven, FL, (813) 293-3408. 
(20) PHOTO 

4 CYL FORD DIESEL, almost new, less than 300hrs, 
w/2:1 gear. Too small for my boat. Must sell, pd 
$3,500, asking $2,700. 
ANTHONY TOPOLSKI, Rt. 1 Box 529, Eden, MD 
21822, (410) 546-1542. (20) 

BIRDWATCHER, 70% finished, sitting on trir w/CB, 
kickup rudder, expoxied hull & CB skid. No mast, no 
sails. Tow away, $1,500. 
FRED GRABLE, P.O. Box 3118, Camdenton, MO 

63020, (314)346-1260. (20) 

17' THISTLE, mahogany, cedar, alum mast, wooden 
boom, new CB, new sails, paddles (trlr to be deliv- 
ered). Top cond, $3,500. 
MAX PARRISH, Yarmouth, ME, (207) 846-9675. 
(19) 

25' ROWING SHELL, one-man wooden, made by 
Garofalo of Worcester, MA. W/pr graphite oars. 
$1,800. 
ean LEGASSIE, Essex, CT, (203) 434-8436. 
(19) 

GARAGE RECLAMATION SALE. 10' Atkin design 
lapstrake skiff w/sail, $650. 16' wood canoe, new 
dacron skin, $300. 16' Bigelow ’38 w/Gray Sea Scout 
4, project boat, $400. 16' strip Whitehall, new, $2,450. 
Two seat iceboat compl & in use, $1,250. “E” Class 
iceboat hull & plank, $1,200. 
DOUG SHARP, N. Easton, MA, (508) 238-9578. (19) 

STUART TURNER MARINE ENGINE, 10hp @ 
1,600 rpm, two-cylinder. Compl, gd cond, $300. 
R.K. WILMES, E. Haddam, CT, (203) 873-1051. (19) 

*52 CHRIS CRAFT UTILITY, 17' restored w/ rblit 
KLC, 120hp. Cover, trir. $9,500. 
FRED GENTHNER, Schaghticoke, NY, (518) 753- 
6682 eves. (19) 

NIMBLE 20 YAWL, tropical version. ’88 w/galv trlr, 
Shp Honda, tanbark sails & 155% genoa. FG hull w/ 
plenty of teak, bronze & brass. Salon cabin doors, 
painted spars, teak grate. Five opening ports w/screens. 
Indoors winters, covered seasons. Seeking $9,800. 
CHARLIE PEARSALL, Binghamton, NY, (607) 648- 
4541 eves. (19) 

VEE JAY PLANS, Australian planing dinghy. Incl 
bldg plans, bldg jig plans, hrdwre sources. Uses two 
hiking boards & really flies! $25 for set or trade for 
John Gardner’s latest book. 
ROBERT REIBEL, Croton, NY, (914) 271-8940. (19) 

“MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS”, 150 issues. “Small 
Boat Journal”, 19 issues. $50 + shipping. 
RICHARD DOWNES, Weymouth, MA, (617) 335- 
6677. (19) 

BRONZE. Four 5" portholes $30 ea. Two winches 
$35 ea. OBO. 
RICHARD DOWNES, Weymouth, MA, (617) 335- 
6677. (19) 

108, CB, hiking straps. Mini-reefer roller reefed jib, 
jib window & ’90 Model EC3-1200 Continental trlr. 
$1,100. 
MARK BLOUNT, W.Palm Beach, FL, (407) 798- 
2178. (19) F 
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12' NORWEGIAN PRAM. Cedar over oak lapstrake, 
mahogany bow & stern transoms, copper rivets. Green 
topsides w/red pinstripe, Seattle gray inside, white 
thwarts, oiled cedar floorboards. Bronze oarlocks. Blt 
by Philadelphia Maritime Museum’ s Workshop on the 
Water ’93. In the water only twice. A steal @ $1,050. 
TIM WHITE, Philadelphia, PA, (215) 925-7589. (19) 

10’°6" ATKINS SKIFF, cedar over oak, mahogany 
transom, copper riveted. White topsides, bottom & 
thwarts, inside oiled. All bronze fittings. Blt by Phila- 
delphia Maritime Museum's Workshop on the Water 
fall ’92. Launched and not rowed since. Nds gd home 
for only $950. 
TIM WHITE, Philadelphia, PA, (215) 925-7589. (19) 

18' SEA BRIGHT SKIFF. Cuddy cabin nds finish- 
ing, slps 2. Laid up for 5 yrs, nds TLC but vy solid. 
Cedar on oak, copper fastened. No motor nor trlr . $350. 
IRA GOLDSTEIN, Miller Place, NY, (516) 474-2104. 

(19) 

10'OLD TOWN DINGHY, cedar/mahogany/canvas, 
w/Old Town oars & oarlocks. Top cond, $1,750. 
MAX PARRISH, Yarmouth, ME, (207) 846-9675. 
(19) 

SAIL RIG. Sitka spruce mast 25’4"x 3-1/4". 13°2" 
boom w/gooseneck. Track on both. SS standing rig- 
ging & turnbuckles. $175. Cotton mainsail, 19’3" luf f, 
11’0" foot w/bag, battens. Slides on luff & foot. $35. 
HOLT VIBBER, Waterford, CT, (203) 442-7376. (19) 

23' ALBERG FG SLOOP, full keel blt ’68 by 
Southcoast. MJG, ’87 Nissan OB, new galv trir. Well 
blt boat needing TLC. $3,950. 
DAVID GULLEY, Houston, TX, (713) 447-4484. (19) 

FRIENDSHIP SLOOP, wooden, 22’0"x7’0"x3’7". 
Diesel inbd, vy gd cond. Nice W/E or O/N. 
HOLT VIBBER, Waterford, CT, (203) 442-7376. (19) 

THAYER PICKLE. 11-1/2' FG. Completed by Bob 
Booth in ’92, Mint cond, new sails, woodwork, etc. 
Nothing to add, all set to sail. My work schedule has 
prevented me from using it but twice. $1,000 
MARCIA SESSIONS, 7705 Saratoga Ridge Ct. #302, 
Springfield, VA 22153, (703) 455-7415, leave message 
if I’m out. (19P) 

30' GULFSTREAM SLOOP, Derector blt in °57. 
Clean, sound. Philippine mahogany over white oak. 
Mid-restoration, 200 hours to float. $500. 
J.W. GLENN, Bayville, NY, (516) 628-8208. (21P) 
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25' LUDERS 16. Classic 31' wooden sailboat, sleek 
design, immaculate brightwork, exceptionally dry. 
Partially reconstructed cedar planking on oak. Main & 
genoa, 3hp Johnson OB, 250 lb mooring, dry storage 
cradle. 
JOHN PACKARD, Sea Cliff, NY, (516) 671-1515. 
(22) 

NORUNNINGLIGHTS? Kit converts easily available 
UCO candle lanterns for your small boat. No batteries 
to fail. Candles last 9 hrs. Visibility tested, red/green 
1 mi., white 2 miles. 
LINK, Box 221, Rockport, ME 04856. (22P) 

CANVAS GEAR. Bags, paddle cases (leather trim 
option) & outdoor gear. Brochure available. 
ALDER STREAM CANVAS, Jane Barron, Box 259, 
Ely, MN 55731, (218) 365-5627, (winter address); or 
57 Mayo St., Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. (22P) 

BOAT PLANS, KITS, NAUTICAL GIFTS. New 
expanded catalog of boat plans, kits. hard-to-find 
hardware, etc. Send $3 for catalog & plans for fun 
little 10' launch, “Irreducible", PPD. 
SNUG HARBOR, 18970 Azure Rd., Wayzata, MN 
2939 1 (1P) 

35' CLASSIC JERSEY SKIFF, lapstrake hull by Olson 
*58, cedar on oak, copper riveted, custom finished w/ 
laid teak deck & mahogany house (sedan configura- 
tion), twin Mercruisers, full galley, hot water, shower, 
etc. A beauty in vy gd cond. $11,000/offers. 
FULL SEA, Greenport, NY, (516) 734-7409. (TF) 

25' AMPHIBICON SLOOP, ’57, comp! rbit & redone, 

new floors, keelbolts, Dynel decks, new paint in & 
out, Awlgripped spars, etc. 1Ohp Evinrude ’89 in well, 
legal head/holding tank, new plumbing, wiring, compl 
galley, 4 berths, DS, speedometer. Fast, spacious shoal 
draft keel/CB. $9,000/of fers. 
FULL SEA, Greenport, NY, (516) 734-7409. (TF) 

24" SHAMROCK SLOOP, Starling Burgess classic 
’37 shoal keel/CB daysailer, exc cond, $3,500. 
FULL SEA, Greenport, NY, (516) 734-7409. (TF) 

33' 22 SQUARE METER SLOOP, ’27, Abeking & 
Rasmussen designed/blt. Mahogany on oak, copper 
riveted, orig curved mast & fittings. Under going res- 
toration. $7,000/offers. 
FULL SEA, Greenport, NY, (516) 734-7409. (TF) 

ESCAPE NEW ENGLAND WINTER! Sail beautiful 
warm Florida Bay in our 25' and 34' leeboard sharpies. 
Nicely equipped bareboat charters. Fabulous waters, 
secluded cruising. Cottage aso available. 
KEY LARGO SHOALWATER CRUISES, P.O. Box 
1180, Key Largo, FL 33037, (305) 451-0083. (I'FP) 

CANOE LINES, PLANS. Lines, offsets, mold pat- 
terns, for 12', 14-1/2', 16'& 18-1/2' canoes drawn for 

traditional beauty & versatility. Sized for either strip- 
built or wood/canvas construction. 

FRANKLIN CEDAR CANOES, Box 175, Franklin, 
ME 04634, (207) 565-2282. (TFP) 

“OUT YOUR BACKDOOR’ #6 out now! Like “Mess- 
ing About in Boats” & “Rolling Stone” blended to- 
gether, shaken, not stirred. A friendly apertif to whet 
your wild whistle. New review: “OYB puts guts and 
humor back into the outdoor scene.” $8 sub. 
“OYB”, 4686 Meridian Rd., Williamston, MI 48895. 

(TFP) 

TROPICAL HIDEWAY EFFICIENCY COTTAGE, 
KEY LARGO, PRIVATE BAY FRONT, ENJOY 
TROPICAL FOLIAGE & SUNSETS. RENT IN- 
CLUDES 16' DAYSAILER, TANDEM CANOE, 
HOT TUB, LAUNDRY FACILITIES. 4 PERSON 
MAX, $395/WK, SAT. TO SAT. 
KEY LARGO SHOAL WATER CRUISES, KEY 
LARGO, FL, (305) 451-0083. (TFP) 

CANOE/KAYAK PLANS. 16' wood/canvas, can be 
fiberglassed. Since 1962. Free information. 
TRAILCRAFT, 405 State Dept. M, El Dorado, KS 
67042. (TFP) 

CLASSIC MOTH BOAT PLANS available for 11' 
Dorr Willey type sailboat. Qualifies for annual regatta 
in September. Plans $25 + $3 postage. 
MUSEUM OF THE ALBEMARLE, 1116 U.S. Hwy 
17S, Elizabeth City, NC 27909, (919) 335-1453. (TFP) 

DELIGHTFUL WATER DOME, Key Largo, like 
having your own island! Spacious vacation studio 
with sundeck, afloat on Florida Bay. Includes sailboat 
, motorboat, spectacular views, privacy. Sleeps 4. 

$595/week. 
SHOAL WATER CRUISES, Key Largo, FL, (305) 
451-0083. (TFP) 

“SLEEPER”, 7’ 10" car-toppable sailing cruiser. Slps 
2 below decks. Plans $35, info $3. 
EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, CA 
94912. (TFP) 

There is nothing— absolutely nothing— 

, 

Ee 
half 80 much worth doing 

as amply meeang about im boats. 

SILKSCREENED T-SHIRTS featuring original 
illustration and famous quotation from “The Wind in 
the Willows”. Short sleeve $17.50 (100% cotton, light 
blue or natural). Long sleeve $22 (100% cotton, 
natural). Sweatshirt $27 (50/50 zray). M,L,XL. 
Postpaid. 
DESIGN WORKS, Dept. MC, Box 3394, Silver 
Spring, MD 20918. (TFP) 

16° SWAMPSCOTT DORIES. We've built 185 of 
these wonderful boats since 1976, and they have built 
a legend for their versatile performance, quality con- 
struction and beauty. They sail, row and motor. Rug- 
ged fiberglass hull, abundant teak woodwork, pol- 
ished, brass and bronze hardware and gleaming 
brightwork. A simple but elegant craft that lets you 
become intimate with the real pleasures of boating. 
Kits available. Video available, $10. 
CRAWFORD BOATBUILDING, Box 430, 
Humarock, MA 02047, (617) 837-3666. (TFP) 

“SAUSALITO WATERFRONT STORIES”, $9.95 + 

$2.50.s&h. 
EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, C/A. 

94912. (TFP) 



SIMMONS SEA SKIFFS. Classics of the North Caro- 
lina coast. Outstandingly seaworthy, fast with low 
power, light, simple plywood lapstfake constiuction. 
Detailed plans-and directions; no lofting. SEA SKIFF 
18 (photo above) featured in “SBJ” #51. 17° 1"x5°7"x5" 
draft, 20-40hp. Plans $30. SEA SKIFF 20 (photo 
below), the big offshore fisherman. 

19°4"x7’6"x 10" draft, 50-70hp. Plans $45. Informa- 
tion on both $1. 
CAPE FEAR MUSEUM ASSOCIATES, 8 14 Market 
St., Wilmington, NC 28401, (919) 341-4350. (TFP) 

A STROKE = OF GENIUS 
ao iy - 

AMERICA’S FAVORITE ROWING SHIRT! 
Specially priced: T-shirt $16.50. Sweat Shirt $22.00. 
M,L,XL, Free shipping, MC & Visa. 
WATERMARK, Box 2732,.Kennebunkport, ME 
04046, (207) 985-4421. (TFP) 

WANTED 

CANOES, canvas covered or bare wood (no FG), al- 
most any cond, for display purposes. Max 20'", paying 
up to $200. 
CHANNING HOWARD, Essex, MA, (508) 768- 
7282. (19) 

MUDHEN or other shallow draft (12") FG cabin 
sharpie type hull, 17'-23'. Trade for 1930 Model A 
Huckster worth $3,900. 
MIKE LEINER, Cedar Key, FL, (904) 543-5307, 

543-5657. (20) 

“MASS BAY HUSTLER”, plans or info. Daysailer 
reported to have last sailed in the “70’s. 
TOM DOANE, 9 Farley Ave., Ipswich, MA 01938, 
(508) 356-7689. (19) 

19'-21' HULL OR LAUNCH that nds restoration. 
Must be able to accommodate a Shp steam engine. 
RON ROSSETTI, N. Haven, CT, (203) 239-0655. 
(20) 

ROBERT HARRIS, of Deer Island, ME. Please contact 
me. Holding Dyer. Two other inquiries so please 
confirm interest. I don’t have your address/phone 
number. 
RICHARD CHAPIN, HC 33 Box 440, Robinhood, 
ME, (617) 864-2522. (20) 

19’ MARINER PARTS, nd mast, boom, sails, rudder, 

etc. 
MEL KALUZNY, Ipswich, MA, (508) 356-1844. (19) 

CONCEPT II ROWING MACHINE in OK shape 
reasonably priced. 
ANDY FOLLANSBEE, Lebanon, NJ, (908) 236- 
7329. (19) 

26' LUGER KIT BOAT INFORMATION, 1967 
“Tradewinds’ model, plywood hard chine aft cabin 
sloop. 
DOUG BROWN, Calais, ME, (506) 529-4230. (20) 

BART HAUTHAWAY CANOE, prefer 10-1/2’x27" 
or 12’x27" Rob Roy style. 
DICK RYBINSKI, 8236 Indian Hill Rd., Manlius, 
NY 13104, (315) 682-4852. (20) 

2.5-3HP OB, long shaft, in gd shape, reasonably 
priced. 
ANDY FOLLANSBEE, Lebanon, NJ, (908) 236- 
7329. (19) 

16-1/2' Town Class sailboat. 
RON FILMORE, Byfield, MA, (508) 465-0681. (20) 

The critics had 
some nice things 
to say about 7he 
New Epoxy Book: 
“Telegraphic prose:” 
“Compact as acherry 
bomb.” “A literary 
tour de force.” Okay, 
we stole that last one. 
But most agree these 
fifty pithy pages contain 
everything you need to 
know to get professional 
results. You'll like the 
cartoons, too. The critics did. 

The Epoxy Book will never 

be a bestseller for one simple 
reason: 
it’s not for 
sale. You 
get it free 
when you 
order our 
Trial Kit or 
our epoxy. 
So, order 

The 
System 

Three 
Trial Kit. 

It’s a great way to get the Book and 
review it yourself. 

The complete System 
Three Trial Kit; $10. 

SMALL SAILBOAT 
SPECIALISTS 

@ Precision 

@ Sumner 

@ PT Jude 

@ Amer Sail 

@ Phantom @ New/Used 

THE SAILBOAT 
SHOP 
Rt 31 North 

Glen Gardner, Nj 
08826 

(908) 537-6300 

Not A Bestseller. 
= Send us the coupon 

below or call our 

order desk at 

1-800-333-5514 

and use your 
credit card. For 

only $10 you'll 
get The New 
Epoxy Book, 

12 ounces of 
resin and 
hardener, 

«rpis tite Hberglass 
primer sticks to the basics cloth, 

- and to the reader - brushes 

like glue.” 2 
— Jim Brown, WoodenBoat measuring 

cups, fillers, 
a roller cover, squeegee and gloves. 
The critics say “It’s a steal!” 

If you call before noon Pacific 
time, your Kit and Book will be on 

their way to you the same day. 

Paka teach 4) Sah ocean 

I want to see why the critics are cheering. 
Here’s $10. Rush me The Trial Kit, including i 
my very own copy of 7he Epoxy Book. ' 

Name: : 

Address: ' 

Ona oe ache OLAS ee Aa ee ; 

Telephone: j 
’ a 

k System Three Resins, Inc. SVSTIEM 14 | 4 
P.O. Box 70436 an 
Seattle, WA 98107 

; System Three is a registered trademark of System Three Resins, Inc. 
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Ora gsign 
is 

Mike O’Brien’s 
Boat Design Quarterly 
Designs for paddle, oar, power, and sail — 
including hull lines never before published. 

From the boards of Atkin, Benford, Bolger, 
Chapelle, Gillmer, Stambaugh, Stephens, and 
other leading designers. 

Subscriptions — $24 (four issues) 
BDQ, P.O. Box 98, Brooklin, ME 04616 XI-19 

TOWN CLASS"™ 

MAINE 
BOATBUILDERS 

We launched the first Townie in 1932 — and built 

2,000 more since. One reason this 1612’ lapstrake March 18 19 PAG. 1994 
’ ’ , centerboard sloop is so popular is that it’s a great 

58 FORE STREET * PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 family daysailer and fun racing boat. It’s also beauti- 
fully built, if we do say so ourselves. (We make it in HOURS: 10-6:30 FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 10-4 SUNDAY 
fiberglass, too.) Come and see the finest wood and 

a tS fiberglass in the Northeast! Come meet 
the builders. Sail, power, canoes, kayaks, 

: | - and skills will all be displayed. 

Se e508) 462-7400 Hosted by PORTLAND YACHT SERVICES 
Custom wovden boats; mast hoops; authentic nautical furnishings. e 207-774-1067 e 

owell, Co., Inc 


