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Our Next Issue... 
Brings another round of adventures. 

Bud Tritschler tells about "Three Days in 
January"; Gail Ferris discusses "Chaotic 
Waters & Different Boats"; Barry Donahue 
presents a photo spread on "Rowing With 
the Vikings"; Ben Clarkson reports on 
"Rowing at the River School", Fritz 

Seyfarth's "Simplicity" should at last 
appear, and Stephen Bobo tells of the 
"Voyage of the Perkie" in verse. 

Dick Newick writes about last fall's 
experience building "Lug Rigged Proas in 
India" for local fishermen; Bob Sparks 
describes briefly his "Cranky Canoe"; Nils 
Anderson reveals all about the prototype 
So-Du-It he built; Andy Petrisko has a nice 
tale to tell in "Boat of Barter, Labor of 
Love", and Phil Bolger presents his design 
for a "48' Auxiliary Lugger”". 

We'll have more discussion on the 
current hot topic, polytarp sails, from 
David Goodchild and Ryerson Clark; Scott 
White's "“Boatwork" essay on "Hand 
Tools"; a look at Roy Terwilliger's success 
at "Single Handed Rollover" (in the shop 
that is); and several of your letters with 
ideas, questions and needs. 

Hugh Ware will review the Tugboats 
& Towboats calendar; Craig Stephens 

reviews Jay Benford's Pocket Yachts & 
Tabloid Cruisers; and I will review Nancy 
Ashenfelter's Row to Alaska, portions of 

which we first serialized back in 1984. 

On the Cover... 
When Mark Fisher decided to convert 

his inflatable tender into a sailing dinghy 
for gunkholing anchorages visited in his 
26' Bristol sloop, he did it up right as you 
can see on this issue's front cover. Full 
details elsewhere in this issue. 
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Commentary 
Well, as I write this the day after New 

Years that irresistible urge to tidy up my 
life for the coming year arises once again, 
and my involvement messing about in 
boats needs quite a lot of tidying up. Will 
this be the spring when I really get fo- 
cussed and get a boat properly prepped to 
be afloat by May? It's about time, I've 
failed to achieve this the past several years 
as I allowed distractions to lure me away 
from my projects. 

A tour around the "collection" again 
persuades me that first it is time to rid my- 
self of the bygone dream projects that just 
never got tackled and are now so passe’ 
that I know they never will be. If I wait 
long enough, I find I end up not having to 
do whatever it is I once thought I wanted to 
do. So out back in what is sort of a death 
row of former old project boats, tidying up 
might begin by cutting up several old 
hulls to burn in the annual winter bonfire 
of bmsh and stuff cleared from around the 
family acreage here. 

Burn the hulls! Yup. Whenever this is 
mentioned someone usually pops up and 
offers to take them away since they'll be 
free and it will save me the labor of doing 
all that chainsaw work. So if anyone wants 
an old Townie hull, an old Alden "O" Boat 

hull, and a very bad Novi skiff hull for the 
taking, be my guests. If anyone can use 
the rigs that go with the two daysailers, 
they're available, complete with the sails, 
for $250 or so each, all good spars, stand- 
ing and running rigging, useable dacron 
sails, and most of the bronze fittings. 

The two sailboats were "rescued" by 
me so long ago now that I've forgotten 
just when it was. The Novi came in a pack- 
age deal with a couple of other boats which 
I succeeded in finding good homes for. 
Once someone wanted to haul it away to 
use as a plug for a fiberglass hull, but he 
never came back. These hulls are in tough 
shape, but possibilities do exist if you 
have the patience. 

In the boatshop a couple of other old 
projects have now been neglected long 
enough to make parting with them perhaps 
bearable. Up under the rafters hangs the 
backbone of an 18' skipjack replica I 
started once, oh my, so long ago. Out of 
the way up there, it has been nothing more 
than a conversation piece now for a decade 
or more. I think maybe I can cut it down 
and get rid of it as a giveaway or as fire- 
wood. And on a rack over a side bench a 
partly sewn together stitch & glue kayak 
from a British kit can now be cut up for the 
salvageable plywood, it'll never get any 
further as I now know the hull is way to 
tippy, typical of earlier Brit sea kayak de- 
signs. 

So far, not too hard to face up to, and 
right on the big shop table lie two more 
partly stitched together "experimental" 
sea kayak hulls I undertook at a time when 
I felt I could custom design my own boats. 
I now know better, so again I'll cut up 
these for the useable plywood. 

I just swapped an old Old Town canoe 
hull in need of total restoration for an old 
wooden wheelbarrow in need of total 
restoration, no net gain there but the 
wheelbarrow actually has some utility 
while it awaits its restoration to become 
an artifact of Jane's greenhouse hobby 

busness. That's about it, the rest of the 
stuff is still too good to get rid of. What to 
do about them? 

Thank God for the sea kayaks. Ah, 
yes, they're fiberglass and do not need a 
lot of fixing up. The solo Seda Viking was 
little used when I bought it, and the double 
Seda Tango was new in '92, my only new 
boat ever to date. Both are ready to go with 
just a cleanout of winter's detritrus that 
drifts into any opening in a boat in a shed. 

Of course, I am unable to leave well 
enough alone, and have transformed an 
original project to modify the Viking for a 
small sail into a currently hot scheme to 
make it into a folding trimaran to really be 
able to sail. Fortunately, the sailing mods 
do not prevent the boat from being paddled 
when warm weather arrives, should they 
not be completed. And the Tango is still 
unsullied by my busy tinkering so it is re- 
ally set to go. 

Well, this sailing "tryak" project 
seems quite manageable to me in early 
January, much of the hardware for folding 
back the amas has been fabnicated and has 
been trial fitted already, | even could have 
had a test sail late in the fall but didn't get 
to it, of course. The major remaining task 
is to stitch together longer amas as I now 
know the ones I made a couple of years ago 
for another project are far too short, 
merely buoyancy props, not capable of be- 
ing fast moving hulls. This is where much 
of that former kayak project plywood will 
end up. I can do the gluing in the small 
greenhouse on sunny days if I do so before 
mid-February when the seedlings move in. 
So I ought to get right onto this. 

Inevitably I see the Typhoon waiting 
out back under its blue tarp. Bought from 
Tom in haste two years ago, it sits where it 

was parked the day I trailered it home from 
Nahant. Last winter I rehabbed all the rig- 
ging and much of the teak wood trim, and 
started to install the manual bilge pump (I 
still see the three feet of water in Paul 
Schwartz's Typhoon a year ago November 
as we sat off the north shore in 25 knots of 
wind after having scooped in hundreds of 
gallons of ocean from a too exuberant an- 
gle of heel, with just a bucket to bail 
with). I also compiled the list of things to 
do, and its a long one involving many 
tasks, none very long or difficult, but all, 

in my view, essential to be done before 
launching puts an end to such tinkering. 
Lee Hodsdon's "A Wonderful Summer in 
Skol" in this issue didn't help, revving up 
once again my enthusiasm for this great 
little boat. 

Manageable? If I go to it, I guess. And 
then the latest issue of Multihulls arrives, 
and off goes my will-o-the-wisp imagina- 
tion chasing this latest infatuation. Dick 
Newick, you really did a number on me 
with that sail in Ocean Surfer last summer! 
Can I now really be happy until I try a real 
trimaran, like that Tremolino T-Gull that 
looks so appealing? I'd kinda like to go 
look at this boat if I can find one or two 
within reach. Maybe a look will dispell 
this dream and I can return to my birds in 
the hand. On the other hand, it may lead 
me off down a new course in the unending 
saga my life messing about in boats seems 
to be. As they say, "Stay tuned.” 



UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY 
A Voluntary National Organization 

Contnbuted by Tom Shaw BR 

dedicated te the promotion of SAFETY in the maintenance, operation and navigation of SMALL CRAFT 

Preventive Search & Rescue 

It was a classic Search and Rescue op- 
eration. The "May Day" was received loud 
and clear. "My boat is sinking!" The Coast 
Guard response was "by the book". Radio 
Direction Finding stations located the 
vessel's position. A helicopter was on 
scene in short order and dropped a portable 
pump. A 41' patrol boat was dispatched 
with an additional pump and escorted the 
disabled boat safely to port. No lives were 
lost. No one was injured. The vessel was 
saved. 

And yet, to one branch of the Coast 
Guard, the whole event was a "failure". 
According to Capt. J. A. Stimatz, Chief, 
Auxiliary, Boating and Consumer Affairs 
Division, any Search and Rescue operation 
is a response to the failure of preventive 
methods. "Whether the failure is operator, 
waterways systems, vessel or equipment in 
nature,” he writes, "does not matter." 

The traditional picture of the Coast 
Guard is the drama of a SAR operation like 
that described. Too few are aware of the 
behind-the-scenes preventive work that is 
a major Coast Guard function and which 
covers four broad areas. 

The Recreational Boating Safety pro- 
gram reaches the largest number of 
boaters, many of whom are completely 
unaware of it. It begins with the inspec- 

tion and certification of new designs, with 
the determination of the safe capacity and 
horsepower limits for smaller boats. It 
continues with the issuing of recall no- 
tices when a defect in design or equipment 
is discovered. 

It includes the thousands of free 
Courtesy Marine Examinations performed 
each year by trained Auxiliarists who 
check boats for all required safety 
equipment and give "mini safe boating 
courses" during the equipment check ("Let 
me explain why your battery needs to be 
secured and covered"). It includes the boat- 
ing safety courses offered by the 
Auxiliary, and the distribution of a wide 
range of boating safety pamphlets avail- 
able free of charge from marine dealers 
through the Auxiliary Marine Dealer 
Visitor program. 

A second arm of Search and Rescue 
prevention is the installation and mainte- 
nance of thousands of "aids to naviga- 
tion"; lights, buoys, day markers, Loran 
stations. These must be "verified" on a 
regular basis to be sure that they are on 
station, clearly visible and exhibiting the 
correct light patterns. Auxiliarists share in 
this verification process with annual 
"chart up-dating" patrols, and the check- 
ing of private and state owned aids by 

trained "Aids Verifiers". Many predict that 
Auxiliarists will also verify federal aids in 
the very near future. 

The Coast Guard publishes a weekly 
"Notice to Mariners” detailing malfunc- 
tioning aids, new shoals and other haz- 

ards. It also issues emergency "Secunty" 
radio broadcasts ("Be advised that light 

No. 1234 has been reported extin- 
guished"). A third aspect of SAR preven- 

tion affects the commercial marine world. 
Marine Safety Offices around the country 
regularly inspect merchant vessels. In a 
relatively new program, Auxiliarists share 
in "dockside" inspection of commercial 
fishing vessels. Commercial fishing is the 
single most dangerous occupation in the 
United States (more dangerous even than 

coal mining). 
The Coast Guard licenses the skippers 

of vessels carrying passengers for hire, 

from small charter boats to the large 
"party boats" with more than a hundred on 
board. Ferry captains are also licensed and 
the ferries regularly inspected by the Coast 
Guard. In recent years, the Auxiliary has 
shared in the inspection of the "six pack" 
boats carrying up to six passengers. 

Yet one more side to the prevention 
of Search and Rescue operations is the 
establishment of "safety zones" for marine 
parades, boat races and on-water festivals. 

Here again the Auxiliary provides boats 
and crews to work closely with the 
Regulars. 

There is not a great deal of glamour 
for those who strive to prevent accidents 
at sea and on our waterways but this be- 
hind-the-scenes effort clearly saves more 
lives than all the Search and Rescue opera- 
tions combined. It's a good illustration of 
your tax dollars at work. 

CELESTIAL NAVIGATION. 

COASTAL PILOTING. SEAMANSHIP. 

The arts and skills of the sailor are practiced and discussed in the 
pages of every issue of Ocean Navigator magazine. 

Coastal piloting, all forms of navigation, weather prediction and 
marine natural history are all here. 

Six fully-illustrated issues/year plus a free annual issue (Ocean 
Voyagen all for $24. Send payment with order to get extra issue free. 

Ocean 
——__Navigator 

Marine navigation & ocean voyaging 

P.O. Box 4733, Portland, ME 04112 or call (207) 772-2466 

The Sensuous Beauty of. Brigh 

Elegant Skiffs ah renders 
, 10’ & 12’ for Oar & Sail 

Light, Sure Se Wood/Epoxy Construction 

HILL’S BOAT YARD 
Little Cranberry Island « Islesford, ME 04646 

207-244-7150 

Width: 29-3/4” 
Depth: 12” 

Cap.: 3285 Ibs. 

Weight: 40 Ibs. 

All Terrain Boat Dolly 
e Try it free for 30 days 
e 16" Balloon Tires 

¢ Narrow Track 
° Super Sturdy /cpyiga 
¢ Guaranteed 
¢ Packs Flat 
e Built to Last 

“brochure with 
complete list 
o boats and © 

14’-10” 

$2150 

TESTE tcEYA Route One Box 2038 » Two Harbors, MN 55616 
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Steam bent oak trim 

Bronze hardware 

Shallow draft 

Large cockpit 

Wood spars 

BAYBIRD 
A 1918 Burgess and Chamberlain design ¥ 

Now in fiberglass 

ON DISPLAY 

INDOORS 
LOTS OF 

_ PRE-OWNED 
\ SAILBOATS 
\ 

COM PAC 16, 19, 23, 27 
PRECISION 15, 18, 21, 23, 27 

SUNFISH - ZUMA 
DAYSAILER - SAROCA 

FERNALD'S 
Rt. [A, Newbury, MA 01951 

(508) 465-0312 

Small Boat Design Software 

PLYBOATS 2.0 
Select from 36 curve combinations 

Improved Graphics 
Plywood and Transom Development 

Sail Rig Layout, 20 sail types 
Generates 4 DXF Files for hull, 

plywood and sail layout 
Bulkhead Design, Model Design 

76 Sample Designs 
Runs in any PCAT 
Excellent manual 

Now with design curves 
from an extensive data base. 

$145.50 plus $5.50 S&H 

Ray Clark Enterprises 
5861 Woodboro Drive 

Huntington Beach CA 92649 
Phone or Fax (714) 840-7284 

Commentary 

Calendars, Techniques and The 
Best of Boats 

Regarding the calendar conundrum, 
perhaps you might want to restore some 
detail, but each month print just a regional 
calendar, instead of the whole thing (or a 
topical one, say, on the water one month, 
courses the next month). You'd still only 
run one calendar a month, and the topics or 

regions would rotate in turn. Its probably 
extra work, though, I guess. 

I find the techniques and tools a fan- 
tastic resource, and I'm glad to see that 
you've added them as a regular feature. As 
some examples, its very hard to fine good 
material on spar making, and you've car- 
ried some very helpful stuff over the years 
on this topic, in article form. I also re- 
member a few short tips as pure revela- 
tions. The best example was the guy who 
did the functional equivalent of scarf joints 
by overlapping the plywood, doing a free- 
hand sawtooth pattern through the two, 

and slapping on glass and resin. Pure bril- 
liance, and a refreshing change after the 
dozens of articles I've read over tedious 
techniques to produce pure scarf joints. 
I've still never seen this technique any- 
where else. 

I wonder whether there isn't someone 
out there who'd like to do a publishing co- 
venture with you (someone retired, per- 
haps, who could contribute the labor, and 

perhaps any capital involved) along the 
lines of a series of The Best of Boats. 
You've got a wealth of good technical, 
cruising and similar stuff that would be 
great to have in one place in a series of 
topical volumes, which could be done in 
no more a fancy fashion than the Tom 
McGrath books. It would be easy to do a 
ten year index while at it, too. 

Andrew Updegrove, Marblehead, MA. 
Editor Comments: The calendar 

subject remains unresolved as to final 
format, but my preference is an early 
season four page center pullout followed as 
the year passes with addenda from issue to 
issue. The Best of Boats has been a long 
held "future" goal for me, but it will be "in 
house" if it does get done. 

Just Build, Fiddle, Sail & Enjoy 
I see that the interest in scale model 

boats sparked by John Smolenski's letter 
in the September Ist issue appears to have 
picked up momentum. Encouraging, but 
the original simple concept seems to have 
contracted the twin viruses of complica- 
tion and over-organization along the way. 
Radio control? Competition, complete 
with rules, committees, and judges? This 
strikes me as being at odds with the infor- 
mal, let's-have-fun-with-boats approach 
of messabouters. 

Radio control for model sailboats has 
two adverse effects. First, and most obvi- 

ous, is greatly increased cost. Second, va- 
niety of rig will be curtailed. Modest R/C 
gives control of rudder and main. Ketches, 
yawls and schooners (without overlapping 
headsails) would not be impossible but 
would be expensive! Forget authentic 
Chinese lug, lateen, or dipping lug. On 
the positive side, it would give middle- 

aged men with fat wallets a chance to be 
ten years old once more. 

Serious competition will have similar 
effects. Whatever is fastest to windward, 
i.e., high-aspect ratio sloops with very 
deep keels and jib control, will dominate. 
If exotic materials give the edge, nothing 
less will do. Of course, one could have 
endless classes or a_ hopelessly 
complicated handicapping system. I guess 
either approach would appeal to type A 
yuppies, but what would be the point? 
After all, the big advantage of low-cost 
models is that they allow one to try 
something that lack of funds (or courage 
of convictions) prohibits in full size. 

So why not just build models that 
look neat or satisfy some inventive urge, 
plunk them in the water, fiddle with them 
until they sail, and enjoy. For authenticity 
buffs, several designers have neat hard- 
chine designs and, since a well-done 
model would be an_ excellent 
advertisement, designers might just profit 
by releasing designs for model building. 
Run the lines through a_ Plyboats' 
computer design program to get panel 
layouts, have an experienced model 
builder build and test the prototype 
(increased lateral plane required in most 
cases), then sell small-format plans for 
ten dollars or so. A portion would be fed 
back to each contributer. 

This makes it sound simpler than it 
would be, and no one would get rich, but it 

might just be more rewarding than televi- 
sion. 

James Thomas, 2100 Oregon Gulch 
Road, Oroville, CA 95965 

No Need to Defend Increase 
In your November Ist edition you 

spent a bunch of time explaining your de- 
cision to increase the price of your sub- 
scription. In my opinion, you don't need 
to defend this modest increase ait all. 
Messing About in Boats represents one of 
the best magazine values in my opinion, 
even if the cost were more that you are 
asking. What would really bug me, is if 
you couldn't make expenses and had to 
shut the whole thing down! 

Boating World, or "Advertising Too 
Many Big Overpriced Boats All Equipped 
With Bikinis" just wouldn't cut it, in my 
book. 

Robert J. Dianetti, Stow, OH. 



Beetle Cat Hog Island Series 
Every fall there is an interesting 

series of races for Beetle Cat boats held in 
West Falmouth, Massachusetts harbor 
known as the Hog Island Series. The races 
are held every Sunday moming during 
September and October, weather permit- 
ting, and one long race is the norm with a 
big picnic on the beach after. 

All races are sailed within the con- 
fines of the harbor which provides many 
points of vantage to view the races. Long- 
time race organizer and committee mem- 
ber and newpaper article writer par-excel- 
lence, Sloat Hodgson, calls it "stadium 

racing. Sloat manages to get a very com- 
plete writeup of each week's race, with pic- 
tures, in the Falmouth Enterprise. 

The shallows and rocks and coves of 
the course bring out the qualities in which 
Beetles excel. Few other boats could han- 
dle the waters there, where, every year, 
there are plenty of choice situations. One 
memorable event this year was young 
Nathan Adams' unplanned dive over the 
rail into two feet of water. His Uncle Bill 
snatched him back aboard in 4.3 seconds 
and sailed on. On another race, George 
Kirk, had to get out of the boat to push off 

in the shallow water, but that didn't deter 
him as he went on to win the race. 

George Kirk edged out Dan O'Connor 
by two tenths of a point for the season's 
score, but the Hog Island rules allow no 
one to be a repeat winner, and inasmuch as 
George had won before, the Trophy was 
awarded to Dan. 

This year will be the 25th anniversary 
of the series. When it was launched in 
1970, the racers were looking for a fitting 
name for their group. The local yacht clubs 
were closed after Labor Day, so a com- 

pletely new identity was needed. In the 
19th century, Chapoquoit ‘Island and the 
harbor were known as Hog Island, thus the 
name was chosen for this now famous fall 
Beetle Cat series. 

Roy Terwilliger, Harwich, MA. 

Small Wooden Boat Association 
of Nova Scotia 

I am pleased to bring to the attention 
of you and your readers the formation of 
the "Small Wooden Boat Association of 
Nova Scotia". 

The major ambitions of the 
Association are to promote the building, 
use and care of small wooden boats and to 
provide a body of reference on design, 
construction and _ history to the 
Association and the general public. 

We meet the first Monday of each 
month, 7:00pm at The Maritime Museum 
of the Atlantic, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Each meeting includes a demonstration 
provided by a member on his or her 
particular expertise. It is not necessary to 
own a boat to become a member. All are 
welcome, and membership is $25 
Canadian per year. 

Ryerson Clark, P.O. Box 1193, 
Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4B8, Canada. 

Compelling Review 
I have never read a more compelling 

book review than Kent Mulllkin's piece on 
Alongshore by John Stilgoe. I bought it, 
read it, and gave it to my son-in-law, who 
is also delighted. I want to let Kent know 
that he hit the mark. 

Peter Haviland, Cushing, ME. 

Silver Chalice Sails 

In the November Ist issue you wrote 
of the Elizabeth II and her ship's boat 
Silver Chalice. This past summer while at- 
tending the Beaufort N.C. Wooden Boat 
Show I saw Silver Chalice underway and 
close-up. She is a great boat and was sailed 
by a fine crew. What a treat we all had 
watching as she sailed by and dipped the 
yard while tacking. There were many de- 
lightful wooden boats on display and in 
the water for all to try and enjoy. I 
attended the launching of Elizabeth IT in 
Manteo, NC back around 1982. 

Ray Strickland, Jupiter Boat Works, 
Jupiter, FL. 

Send for our NEW 

IN-PRINT NAUTICAL 

BOOK & VIDEO 

DISCOUNT CATALOG 
Over 1400 Titles $1.00 

OUT-OF-PRINT CATALOG - Free 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

504 Main St. W. Barnstable, MA 02668 

4. (508) 362-8966 Fax (508) 362-3551 PS 

CLASSIC === GRASS 

RUNABOUT 
RESTORED Bob & Dude 

Sitzenstock 
if you are considering buying or restoring 

RE an Antique or Classic Runabout yourself, this 

Classic 

is a complete log of buying and restoring 

Runabout from a barn yard view 
to your first ride. The log employs the 

18 Foot 1951 technologies of today in the restorations. 
CHRIS CRAFT The main text is about a 18 foot 1951 
RIVIERA Chris Craft Riviera runabout, 
R-18-598 Also included is the restoring of oa 17 foot 
2 eas 1947 Chris Craft Deluxe and a 19 Foot 1940 
Log of a Chris Craft Borrel Back using existing wood. 
Step by Step 
Restoration $39.95 plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
Using Epoxy Sitzenstocks Associates Inc. 2340 Detroit ave. 

Maumee, Oh. 43537 (¢4199893 0077 
ee 

Hard-Chine Boat Design 
for EasyCAD/FastCAD 

- draw hull curves 

- rule panel surfaces 

- expand flat panels — 

- project stations, waterlines, x-sections to all views 

- generate offset tables, hydrostatics, plate angles, 3D 

- work in CAD for ease and for additional drafting — 

BtDzn works in the inexpensive but competent  BtDzn checks for ‘developability -- can the paneis | BtDzn + introEasyCAD $119 | 
CAD program, EasyCAD, to help you design actualty be formed from sheet material --endthen | BtDzn + EasyCAD......... $179 
‘hard-chine’ hutls for sheet materials such as un-springs the panets to project their accurste flat (req. 286+, EGA+/PC - incl. $8 S&H) 
Plywood, steel or aluminum. BtDzn steps you shape BtOzn creates and projects cross-sections, _ 

through creating the panels of a hull, then makes = inciuding stations and waterlines, and has other t.Hall Small Boats 

‘ruling lines’ that define their geometric surface. _—toots useful In detailing and evaluating a design 5520 Lockridge Road | 

— 100,000 —— 

Durham NC 27705-8006 
919 967-2389 for INFO | 



PISCATAQUA WHERR 

14'x47" hand laid fiberglass hull 
Solid mahogany gunwales and seats 

Two rowing stations 
Well balanced with deep, full 

length keel 
Amazing stability with sharp entry 

to the seas 
Traditional wine glass transom. 

BAY MAINE BOATS 

P.O. Box 631 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 

(207) 967-4282 

KAYAKS SAILBOATS 
CANOES PRAMS 
CATAMARANS 

of models, 

Town Double Ended Boat" 

| 

Y}73 

We have the world’s largest selection of new Guide-boats and 
historically correct accessories available from any source. Dozens 

, In lengths of 12° to 18 1/2’, construction materials range 
from traditional wood to the state of the art bi-axial kevlar. We 
offer reproduction oars, hardware, yokes, paddles and accessories. All of our fiberglass boat hulls are exactly reproduced from original 
antiques for the best rowing performance and authenticity. Our new 
16° “Lonesome Bay Boat” is a modern materials version of a 1912 “Old 

See our new “Video Magazine"!!! 

THE ADIRONDACK GUIJDE-BOAT 

Indian Point Guideboat Company 
2 Midland Avenue, Midland, PA 15059 

412 -643 / 5457 643/600! 
Gardner Callanen, boatbuilder 

Mystic Seaport's 
Southern New 
England Maritime 
History Symposium 
By Jim Lacey 

The Fourteenth Annual Southem New 
England Maritime History Symposium was 
held at Mystic Seaport on Saturday, 
November Sth. Because a conference on at- 
tracting tourism to the Connecticut shore, 
which featured a talk by John Stilgoe, was 
scheduled at the Seaport on the same day, 

attendance was slender. J. Revel Carr, 

President of the Seaport Museum, gra- 
ciously attempted to be in two places at 
the same time, and he welcomed the eighty 
or so Symposium faithful assembled at the 
Seaman's Inne sporting two name tags. 

Mel Hardin, curator of the collection 
at Sailors' Snug Harbor, traced the history 
of that asylum for old sailors from its 
founding in Manhattan early in the 19th 
century, through its Greek revival splen- 
dor in Staten Island from 1833 to 1976, to 
its most recent avatar, comfortable, resort- 

like digs in Sea Level, South Carolina, 
housing about a hundred men. 

Mel was accompanied by Jay 
Ottinger, an inmate, who spun yarns about 
former residents. The Snug Harbor 
clientele, it seems, have always assumed a 
complex pecking order, ranking sail over 
other means of propulsion, deep water 
sailors over coasters, and deck sailors 
according to their station over those in the 
engine room and other specialists. 
Interestingly, Herman Melville's brother 
Thomas, when he was governor of the 
Staten Island establishment, was despised 
by the old salts for his disciplinary 
measures, particularly those concerning 
the use of tobacco and rum. 

Two of the speakers concerned them- 
selves with aspects of social history. 
Sandra Oliver, who has just finished a 

by the 

book about food in 19th-century New 
England, gave a talk on the plain but 
heavy diet of seamen, as represented by 
several local lifesaving stations. 
Enormous quantities, by modem standards, 
of meat, fish, sausage, eggs, potatoes, 
pies, biscuits, and pilot bread were con- 
sumed every day at three solid meals, and 

snacks were always available. Interest- 
ingly. the main meal, as generally the 
practice in pre-industrial society, was 
served at noontime, and molasses, rather 
than sugar, was the universal sweetener. 

Lisa Norling, the first Albion Fellow 

in maritime history at Mystic Seaport, us- 
ing an interdisciplinary approach, dis- 
cussed the various and contradictory im- 
ages of Jack Tar in the popular culture of 
the 19th century, including the sailor as 
hero, victim, stranger, and villain. With 
enough material for a fair-sized book, Lisa 
introduced a number of provocative ideas 
found in the fiction, poetry, popular illus- 

trations and songs of the Victorian era, fo- 

cusing particularly on the sentimentalized 
Jack Tar who was beloved in the popular 
mind for his innocence and his sad absence 
from his fond bride, but who was not much 
in evidence on the decks of working ships. 

Lawrence Hall, a historian with a 
Ph.D. from New York University, told 
what can be pieced together of the adven- 
turous career of David Jewett (1772-1842) 
of New London, who served as a merchant 
captain, officer in the United States Navy, 
Argentine privateer, and Commodore in 

the Brazilian Navy. This doughty captain, 
who has been accused of embezzlement and 
treason, though he is relatively obscure in 
American history, is considered a hero in 
Brazil and Argentina. Jewett's story, from 
his victories in battles at sea in a number 
of wars and revolutions to his rather 
baroque burial in a catacomb, with its mys- 
terious gaps between flamboyant adven- 
tures, would seem a likely frame upon 
which to construct a gaudy historical ro- 
mance or a 1950's era Hollywood extrava- 
ganza. 

The saltiest talk of the day, the one 
that dealt with things close to the hearts of 
most of us who mess about in boats, was 
the enthusiastic account of the windjam- 
mer fleet of Penobscot Bay, presented duet 
style by Captains Doug and Linda Lee, 
who have spent 25 years sailing a number 
of these dude schooners, and who currently 
own and operate the most recent addition 
to the fleet, the 1983 Heritage, which 
they designed and built. 

Begun in 1935 by Captain Frank 
Swift, the business of taking passengers 
aboard for a week's rambling cruise about 
the islands and waters of the Maine coast 
flourished after an inauspicious start. 
Windjammers are not elegant schooner 
yachts, such as Mystic Seaport's Brilliant, 
but original, replica, or newly designed 
versions of the 1890s cargo-carrying 
coastal schooner, a substantial, not to say 

chunky, vessel of some 55 to 95 feet. 
There are currently fourteen windjammers, 
most of them owner-operated, plying their 
trade out of ports on Penobscot Bay. The 
Lee's enthusiasm about sailing the 
Heritage was so contagious that I have 
just secured a berth for my wife Barbara and 
me on one of their 1995 cruises! Look for 
the story of our sojourn in these pages 
next fall. 



BOOK REVIEW 

Build the New Instant Boats 
By Harold (Dynamite) Payson 
$19.95, Paperback 

International Marine Publishing 
Reviewed by Michael Levy 

Right there on the cover it says: 
"Take plywood, cut to shape, smear on 
glue, drive nails, stir paint and presto! -- 
You have built an instant boat." 

Well, it ain't exactly as easy as that, 
but fans of the Payson/Bolger conspiracy 
to get you building interesting and some- 
times quirky boats will enjoy this one, as 
will many "armchair" builders, to say 
nothing of the untold numbers of actual 
amateur boat builders . 

I must say, after reading this book, 
that the prospect of cutting, gluing. nail- 
ing etc. is appealing as the dickens. 

For one thing, Payson starts with a 
very pleasant and useful design, the 15' 
Gypsy, which will be familiar to readers of 
the old Small Boat Journal, a row, sail and 
even outboard skiff that has made some 
surprising voyages. 

Payson gives a detailed account of 
how to build her, which information can 
be transferred to the other 10 boats in this 
book which range from a 7', 9" punt called 
Nymph to a 23' light schooner. 

For the builder with some experience 
with the instant-boat program any of 
these chapters will be self-explanatory. 
For the wannabe boat-builder they are 
both clear and inspirational. 

Heck yes. I can learn to draw out 
plans full-size on plywood. I can master a 
Skilsaw, I can mix up epoxy putty and lay 
tape and even fiberglass the bottoms and 
chines. 

Which is, of course, what Payson 
wants you to think, since he is in the 
business of selling plans and because (I 
suspect) that like peanuts, an amateur boat 

builder never stops at just one. I can see 
starting with Nymph, say, that 7’, 
9"pram, and if it works out, slowly 
working up to one or two or three of the 
other designs in this book. Payson seems 
to like (and I do, too) a very odd lug- 
rugged vessel called Windsprint. 

"The first of what could be called tra- 
ditional-style Instant Boats was a catama- 
ran, designed for racing, that carried a 
large leg-o'-mutton sail way aft, astern of 
the helmsman, and a bow rudder right in 
the eyes of her that was manipulated by a 
push-pull joy-stick," he writes. The boat 
was not a success, but served to see if the 

scheme would work, Payson built for de- 
signer Bolger one of her two hulls to try 
out the sail and steering system. It was 
called Query, and it sort of worked. 

"I got two things from her," Payson 
writes. "One was a system of luff ties that 
allows you to hoist and lower a laced sail 
with all the speed and smoothness of the 
old-fashioned wooden mast rungs, but 
with the simplicity of lacing. The other 
bonus was a hull that I fell for the first 
time I set foot in her. So | persuaded Phil 
to designs a different rig for the hull. The 
result was Windsprint." 

On paper she is a beautifully-shaped, 

flat-bottomed double-ender 16’ long with a 
beam just over 4' and a weight of around 
100 Ibs. ’ 

I suspect that, fitted with a clamp-on 
(instead of built-in) lee board and Marconi 
sail she might be a decent competitor in 
American Canoe Association Class C. But 
the 1-1/3 sq. ft. dipping lug sail rig that 
she's shown with would be a lot more fun 
for baffling the sailors in bays and har- 
bors. She will row, too. Instead of thwarts 
(left out for uncluttered sailing room) 
Payson suggests a shiftable box, a sort of 
movable rowing seat that's been used on 
other Instant Boat designs. 

So, If you're looking for a winter pro- 
ject, this book's for you. If you are, like 
me, still thinking about boat building, 
you'll like this book, too. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Boat Modeling 
With Dynamite Payson 
$17.95, Paperback 
International Marine Publishing 
Reviewed by Michael Levy 

Somehow, after reading through this 
very nice, very clear how-to on model 
building, I have the feeling that it might 
just be easier to build a full-size "Instant 
Boat". Payson is, of course, the man who 
popularized these "quickie" building sys- 
tems and since he often suggests building 
a scale model of your skiff before you start 
reducing plywood to cattle-bedding, you'd 
sort of think he'd apply the same schemes 
here. 

Well not so, exactly. Payson does 
start with a little bathtub boat that can be 
made out of blocks of wood, but then he 

goes to a 12' fisherman's skiff that you set 
up just as you would in a boatshop, jig and 
all. This is good practice for the person 
who's thinking about building a real skiff, 
but it probably takes as much time as a 
full-scale job, although you can use mod- 
elers' saws instead of power tools. 

The Gloucester Light Dory, one of the 
enduring Payson/Bolger designs can by 
built four different ways; a solid full 
model, a fiberglass hull, a planked boat 
and a half-model for a wall. 

We're talking serious hobby by now, 
and it gets even worse, for the next chap- 
ters cover an "instant" catboat, a cartop- 
per, (again built like the real thing, only 
hand-sized) and a fully-detailed peapod 
that probably could occupy an entire 
winter for those who enjov working in 
teeny scale with bent frames and carvel 
planking and metal . Metal? Oh. yes, we're 
talking oarlocks, too. 

For those who are by now totally 
crazed with this sort of occupation there's 
the Friendship sloop Amy R. Payson, a 
carved hull model that can be ngged and 
sailed and after building her you now know 
all about carving to lifts, so Payson fin- 
ishes off with a neat sardine carrier and in- 
structions for any other boat plan that 
catches your fancy that can be carved out 
this way. 

The book provides a thorough 
grounding for the would-be ship or boat 
model maker and will appeal to those who 
like working in scale with their hands. 
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A 1995 Calendar 
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Touring Shell converts in minutes 
from single or double rowing shell 
into a single or double touring kayak. 
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The 1994 Oarmaster Trials 
Statistics from Frank Durham 

Photos by Barry Donahue 
No report, Editor was at Mid-Atlantic Small Craft Festival. 
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ob Powers & Russ Smith in the Middle Path boats. 
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From the left: "Winner" in Seabright, Ben Booth in Monument River wherry, B 

Bob Powers (left) in the Monument River wherry and Ben Booth in one of the Mi 
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ddle Path boats muscle it out. 

Front to back, Bob Powers 
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in Monument River wherry, Ben Booth in Skua and Russ Smith in Seabright skiff. 



BOAT DATA 

# Description LOA LWL beam spread wt (Ibs) 
1 Piscataqua River wherry (O'Reilly) 16'00.0° 1408.0" 47.0" 47.0". «176 
2 Piscataqua River Wherry (Daley) 16'07.0" 14'02.0° 51.0" 52.5" 177 
3 Middle Path Sockeye 1600.0" 15'07.0° 335" 41.5" 76 
4 — Whitehall (Goddard) 15'00.8" 14'04.0" 50.0" 51.0" 379 
5 Middle Path Skua 1601.8" 15'09.0° 38.4" 40.8" 95 
6 Whitehall (Donahue) 1411.0" 1409.0" 44.5"? 358 
7 Banks Dory (MSM) 18'02.0° 1306.0" 59.0" 59.0" 422 ee RE BEs Ot ame & STAR 
8 Muskoka Lakes Skiff 17'00.0° 16'02.0" 44.0" 43.5" 84 Beas 
9 GRP Dinghy wear 520" 495" 417 2 oh 

10 Crawford Gunning Dory 1410.0" 12'01.0" 48.0" 44.0" 124 Te Sea eM Le 120 9 A eee 
11 Monument River Wherry 1611.0" 15'06.0" 44.0" 49.5" 127 Beet BRN COMM ERG LabaOe 
12 Seabright Light 1708.0" 15'06.0" 52.0" 52.0" 175 peas UL Tze 
13 Stretched Gull (Cushing) 19'00.0" 14'10.0° 51.0" 51.0" 164 THULE RACKS 
14 Stretched Gull (Yorke) 19'06.0" 14'06.0" 48.0" 48.0" 134 ROWING INSTRUCTION 
15 Standard Gull (Smith) 15'02.0" 12'02.0" 48.5" 47.5" 169 55 Spicer Ave., Noank, CT 06340 

(203) 536-6930 

The Players — 

Boats (owners) Rowers PADDLES & OARS 

1 Piscataqua River wherry (Dan O'Reilly) 1 Bob Powers (Hull, MA) 
2 Piscataqua River wherry (John Daley) 2 Peter Corbett (Brewster, MA) 
3 Middle Path "Sockeye (A.DeBardelaben) 3 Paul Hickman (Marshfield, MA) 
4 Whitehall (Goddard) 4 David Duncan (Potomac, MD) 
5 Middle Path "Skua’ (Middle Path/Booth) 5 Bob Yorke (Scituate, MA) 

6 Whitehall (Barry Donahue) 6 Steve Woll (Pembroke, MA) 
7 Banks dory (Mystic Seaport Museum) 7 Kinley Gregg (York, ME) 
8 Muskoka Lakes skiff John Duncan) 8 Doug Scott (Newbury, MA) . 
9 GRP Dinghy (Dock Shuter) 9 Mike Cushing (Squantum, MA) ores Zs 
10 Crawford gunning dory (Steve Woll) 10 Dan OReilly (Kittery, ME) LT RR at it's 
ee renner inest. surprisingly affordable. 
11 Monument River wherry (jon Aborn) 11 Russ Smith (Ledyard, CT) Most shipped UPS. Write for 
12 Seabright light (Bob Powers) 12 Barry Donahue (Brewster, MA) free catalog 
13 Stretched Gloucester Gull (Mike Cushing) 13 Ben Booth (Mashpee, MA) KW by TEN yp 
14 Stretched Gloucester Gull (Bob Yorke) 14 Fred Meda, Jr. (Norfolk, MA) i Ney 

15 Gloucester Gull (Bernie Smith) 15 Dock Shuter (Clasco, NY) BOX 213MB ORONO, ME 04473 
(207) 866-4867 

RESULTS BY BOAT, HEAT (The number of the rower in each heat is in parentheses) 
Division | 
boat heat 1 heat 2 heat 3 heat 4 heat 5 total A-0-0-GA! A-O-0-GA! 
1 Piscataqua Riv. wherry (O'Reilly) 6:06(1)  6:44(2) —-7:43(3) = s-7:16(4) ~=—s«6:47(5) 34:36 DIVE! DIVE! DIVE! 
2 Piscataqua Riv. wherry (Daley)  7:00(5) 6:27(1) = 7:39(2) ~=s-7:22(3) = s7:28(4) +~—-35:56 
3 "Sockeye" (DeBardelaben) §:52(4)  6:10(5) -§:42(1) ~—s7:32(2) ~=—s-7:38(3) = «32:54 * 
4 Whitehall (Goddard) 7:42(3) -7:39(4) == 8:21(5) = s-7:05(1) +s 8:01(2) 38:48 Neon Te &. 
5 *Skua* (MP/Booth) 7:23(2) 7:02(3) ~—s«6:58(4) ~—s6:17(5) 5 :53(1) 33:33 42” DIVING SUBMARINE 
Division II: 

boat heat 1 heat 2 heat 3 heat 4 heat 5 total 
6 Whitehall (Barry Donahue) 7:47(6)  10:42(7) —-7:35(8) = 8:01(9)—7:16(10) 41:21 
7 Banks Dory (Mystic Seaport) 7:21(10) = 8:33(6) += 8:58(7) = 7:88(8) 8:20(9) 41:10 
8 Muskoka Lakes Skiff (Duncan) 6:07(9) 6:11(10) 6:32(6) 6:57 (7) 5:56(8) 31:43 * 
9 GRP dinghy (Dock Shuter) 7:27(8) —-7:48(9) = 7:25(10)7:28(6) += 9:15(7) 39:23 
10 Crawford Gun. Dory (Woll) 7:50(7)  6:29(8) ——«6:58(9) —-6:32(10)  6:40(6) 34:29 

Division It: Ud eet Cortana 
boat heat 1 heat 2 heat 3 heat 4 heat 5 total : 
11 Monument Riv. Wherry (Abom) 5:59(11)  6:28(12)§:58(13) | 7:16(14) 6:17(15) 31:58 * Ce Ne aurea ore 
12 Seabright It. (Powers) 6:35(15)  6:05(11)  6:57(12)  6:19(13) 7:07(14) 33:03 * SIMPLE NO GLUE CONSTRUCTION 

13 Stretch G. Gull (Cushing) 7:15(14) -7:21(15) 6:51(11)-7:01(12) —-6:07(13) 34:35 * BRASS, COPPER, STAINLESS HARCWAFE 
14 Stretch G. Gull (Yorke) §:59(13)  6:53(14) 6:40(15) 6:24(11) -7:15(12) 33:11 GREAT FUN IN POOL, POND OR SEA 

. * . P : ° . ORDER YOURS TODAY! 15 Gloucester Gull (Bemie Smith) 7:15(12) —6:33(13)7:48(14)7:12(15)-7:13(11) 36:01 Be eee ee 
Division IV (The finals): MD. RESIDENTS ADD 5% TAX (808) 
boat heat 1 heat 2 heat 3 heat4 _ total Small Shi 
3 "Sockeye" 5:46(1)  6:08(10) 6:05(13) 6:19(11) 24:18 me Aeaeicthy Seal ane 
8 Muskoka Lakes skiff 6:02(11) 6:00(1) —5:51(10)-6:17(13) 24:10 om RO. BOX 2863 

11 Monument River Wherry §:46(13) 6:11(11) 5:56(1) 5:55(10) 23:48 * Pe ee ean ae 
12 Seabright light 5:52(10) 6:04(13) —6:22(11) ~—-6:07(1) 24:25 



a PE: oe 4 
oct: Yea 5 

ae 
sit indy 

As a serious fixed seat rower most of 
my adult life and an amateur boatbuilder 
sometimes, I found myself three years ago 

in need of a new boat. My Piscataqua River 
Wherry had served me well but was starting 
to show her age. More importantly, I 
wanted a new boat that would surpass the 
wherry in performance. The wherry is an 
excellent boat but after countless hours 
underway I envisioned a replacement that 
would be easier to row, faster and lighter, 

just as seaworthy, and capable of self res- 
cue. 

All the hours of rowing, all the rac- 
ing, and participating in the Oarmaster 
events had given me some pretty definite 
ideas as to what I wanted. | first looked for 
an existing design that would meet my 
needs but every design that I looked at was 
rejected for various reasons; too heavy, 
too hard to build, wrong length or beam. I 
came to realize that I had already designed 
this boat in my mind's eye and to get just 
what I wanted | would have to do it myself. 
That I would build the boat myself was 
never an issue as | have built numerous 
boats over the years (too many if you ask 
Nancy, my wife!). If I kept my design con- 
servative I reasoned that I probably knew 
enough to pull it off. 

Design Criteria: The new boat 
must be capable of being rowed as a single 
or double with emphasis on its single 
qualities. It must be faster than the 
Piscataqua River Wherry and should be 
lighter with the target weight set at around 
100 Ibs. It must be a design that is easy 
and quick to build as my time available is 
always limited as are my financial 
resources. It must be seaworthy as I row 
year-round and have no desire to limit my 
rowing to protected waters, and it must be 

self-rescuing just in case. Finally, it must 
look right. 

The Design Process: In order to 
ensure success I felt that I should be very 
conservative in my approach and work 
with what I knew best. The Piscataqua 
River Wherry was taken as a good starting 
point. Construction could be simplified by 
building her as double chine and using ply- 
wood and the stich and glue technique. The 
flat bottom shape would be retained and 
lengthened slightly and the garboard dead- 
rise would be retained These two factors 
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should give me similar initial stability, I 
reasoned. Freeboard would be lowered to 
reduce windage and provide better behavior 
in a cross wind. 

From the Oarmasters I knew that the 
waterline length should be about 15’ in 
order to be competitive. The overall 
length was limited to 17' as greater length 
would compromise seaworthiness and 
make her too challenging for one person 
to row. In a departure from the wherry I 
added 2" of rocker to the bottom to im- 
prove behavior in a following sea and 
make her easier to turn. She is double 
ended simply because I like the way that 
type looks. 

I also studied John Gardner's version 
of Herreshoff's 17' pulling bateau 
(Mystic's Green Machine) as I had rowed 
one as a double in the 1988 Blackbum 
Challenge and was very impressed. From 
this experience I learned that freeboard 
could be safely reduced, especially since I 
intended to add decks and flotation to my 
design. The ends of the bateau are full, as 

they are in my design to keep the bow 
from burying itself and to promote greater 
hull speed. The designers call this a high 
Prismatic Coefficient where the ends are 
relatively full and greater hull speed is 
claimed as a result. | reasoned that borrow- 
ing from a proven design such as Mr 
Gardner's bateau would be a safe method 
and would give me a reasonable chance of 
success. 

Based on experience I knew that 1/4" 
plywood would be sufficient for the side 
planks and 3/8" was chosen for the bot- 
tom. To improve abrasion resistance the 
outside would be glassed. It was hoped that 
the hull would be sufficiently stiff so that 
no internal framing would be needed. If 
this was not the case it could always be 
added at a later date. A target weight was 
set at 100lbs. 

Using a proven and time honored 
technique I built a half-hull model (1- 
1/2"= 1') applying all the design criteria 
that I had identified. It actually took about 
six months to complete the model as I 
changed it frequently and often let it sit for 
long periods in order to get a fresh per- 
spective. I stopped when it looked nght. 

All that remained was a name for the 
new design. In a moment of whimsey I de- 
cided upon Monument River Wherry. The 
Monument River existed beside my home 
until it was obliterated by the construction 
of the Cape Cod Canal in 1914. I imagine 
it was a nice little tidal estuary and that I 
would have enjoyed rowing on it. 

The Building Process: My 
intention all along had been to build this 

And the Winnah was... 

The Monument 

River Wherry 

By Jon Aborn 

boat myself but at this point | changed my 
plans and took the model down to Walter 
Baron's shop in Wellfleet. Walter builds 
solid honest boats at reasonable prices and 
he and I agreed that he would loft and build 
the hull and that I would finish it out. As I 
do not have a shop large enough for 
building this boat I was faced with the 
prospect of renting a space or building her 
outside after waiting for warm weather. 
Neither prospect was very appealing. 
Walter built a nice hull and I was able to 
finish her out in time for the upcoming 
season. 

Performance: When all the design 
criteria are considered this boat is, in my 
opinion, a success. She built very easily 
and the final cost was quite reasonable. We 
used occume plywood for the hull so con- 
siderable savings could be realized by us- 
ing fir ply or even luan. 

She is very comfortable to row and 
moves through the water very easily and 
with no fuss. She is slightly more tender 
than the Piscataqua River Wherry but this 
has not been a problem for myself or any- 
one who has rowed her. She is also very 
fast, having won the Oarmaster Trials in 
1994 and placing second in the 1993 
Trials. She has proven to be able in the 
steep chop that is the trademark of 
Buzzards Bay. | have been out in 3-4' of 
sloppy seas with no problems and have 
never felt uncomfortable or concerned for 
my wellbeing. 

When driven hard to windward in a 
chop it can get wet with spray and she 
pounds more than I wanted as a result of 
the full ends. But she has never buned her 
bow and never shipped any water except 
spray. 

To correct a tendency to weathervane 
in a crosswind I added a small (2"x 18") 
skeg. The improvement was dramatic. She 
now tracks very well on all points and yet 
can be tumed quickly. In a following sea 
she will surf spectacularly with no ten- 
dency to broach. When filled with water 
she stays upright and supports a rower. If 
swamped in rough water there will not be 
enough freeboard to allow bailing but she 
will provide a stable platform while await- 
ing rescue or paddling toward shore. 

Summary: I am very pleased with 
what my limited knowledge has allowed 
me to achieve. It is particularly gratifying 
to see success from applying what are 
essentially obsolete design techniques; to 
create by eye and from years of experience 
around this type of craft. I would change a 
few things but would build essentially the 
same boat next time. In fact, I have re- 
worked the model in anticipation of the 
next one. Don't tell Nancy! 



And for the 1995 

Oarmaster... 
"Deservedly Famous 
Chinese "Foot Boats"? 
From TheJunkman Smiles 

Contributed by L. Casaer 

From Hangchow I went by the various 
creeks to Shaohsing in one of the de- 
servedly famous foot-boats, the lightning 
expresses of China. They are long and 
slender, though by no means light boats, 

and are said to be the direct descendants of 
the well-known Post Boats of the T'ang 
Dynasty; indeed, even until comparatively 
recent times they were used for the carriage 
of mails, and later for the express letter 
service when it was inaugurated. Today, 
however, their main purpose is the rapid 
transport of passengers and light luggage. 
What makes them unpopular is that they 
are often used by agents when collecting 
rents. Human nature in China much resem- 
bles its European counterpart. 

The boat is strengthened by seven 
bulkheads, the centre one being exactly 
amidships. From the after bulkhead to the 
stern the deck is flush with the gunwale 
and is exclusively used by the oarsman. 
Two midship wells, with a half bulkhead in 
each, serve for the passengers, who sit on 
the bottom of the boat or lie down, as they 
may desire. The mat roofing is in three 
parts, which can on fine days be slid back, 
allowing the passengers to enjoy the fresh 
air; and on rainy days the boat will be en- 
tirely closcd in. 

The creek routes through which we 
had to travel were very narrow and infestcd 
with robbers. For this reason my boatman 
insisted on leaving the mat roof behind, 
and made me lie flat on my face covered en- 
tirely with straw, on the bottom of the 
boat. As an additional precaution he hired 
a fat lady (for whom I had to pay) to sit on 
top of the straw and of me. Thus camou- 
flaged, he said, it gave the impression that 
the boat was an innocent trader. 

By stretching things a little it might 
perhaps be said that the footboat resem- 
bles a Thames punt, in that the passengers 
lie out in comparative comfort, and both 

craft have about the same amount of free- 
board. Here, however, the resemblance 
ceases. 

The craft is, of course, remarkable for 
its unusual method of propulsion. Its en- 
tire propelling equipment consists of an 
oar and a four foot paddle. The oar is 
shipped on the starboard side and is oper- 
ated by the oarsmen's feet, as shown in the 
illustration, while the paddle is used on the 
port side to supplement the oar and to 
steer. A rudder is provided, but is seldom 
used. The tiller is short and is operated by 
movements of the oarsman's back. Indeed, 
to watch these boats in operation is to be- 
lieve that it is the one craft in the world 
that provides the maximum amount of hu- 
man propulsion for the minimum of effort. 

The mechanics employed in returning 
the oar for the stroke are very interesting. 
What seems so remarkable is the fact that 
the oarsman steers, and considerably aug- 
ments his speed, with the paddle, yet often 
does so without appearing to synchronize 
the action of feet and arms. 

Foot Boat 

The method of rowing might, on pa- 
per, seem clumsy and slow; but it is quite 
amazing how powerful it is in operation. 
Experienced oarsmen are so nonchalant in 
their performance that the oar appears to 
come back to the beginning of the stroke 
of its own volition. Actually, however, 

the oar is feathered by both feet and is 
drawn back to the body by the dexterous 
use of the big toe of the left foot. The en- 
durance of the oarsmen is quitc phenome- 
nal; some have been known to row for 
twenty-four hours. A trip from Hangchow 
to Shanghai, 150 milcs away, has been 
recorded in thirty-six hours. 

The hulls of many of these boats are 
painted throughout their length, and here 
the shipwrights display their artistic abil- 
ity, and their knowledge of history, rcli- 
gion and mythology, on vividly paintcd 
panels. Here may be seen pictures of gods 
and goddesses, mountains and trees, gar- 
dens and flowers, ladies and children, 

sages admiring the moon, poets seated in 
pavilions, travellers on hills and fisher- 

men in boats. The more modem craft, 
however, are painted green with a red con- 
ventional device at bow and stern. 

There is a grotesque air of ease and 
leisure about these boatmen. Shaded by an 
ample paper umbrella stepped in a bamboo 
socket, they kick their way along whilc 
cooking, eating, smoking, conversing 
with their passengers, and even playing 
the flute, without reducing speed. They ap- 
pear to have an air of superiority over 
those who toil with their hands. 
Unhappily, the days of these nimble little 
boats are numbered. The march of science 
in the shape of the diesel driven launch is 
able to do all a foot-boat can do, and very 
much more besides. 

With an almost indescribable move- 
ment of his feet, the oarsman works his 
long oar backwards and forwards, even 
causing it to feather as it skims forward 
over the water for the next stroke. Bracing 
himself against his backrest and bringing 
up his legs, his knees nearly touching his 
chin, he puts his whole weight into the 
stroke, and sends the boat forward at a 

rapid rate. The movements are repeated 
quite quickly. 

Feet of Rower 
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When William Wing wrote his essay, 

The Beauty Part of Rowing (Harpers, Sept. 
1963), a good fixed seat rowboat was diffi- 

cult to come by unless one had the skills 
and the inclination to build it himself. In 
1963, fresh out of the Army, my own boat 
was a flat-bottomed, high sided outboard 

powered skiff. While good enough for its 
intended purpose, fishing, a rowing boat it 

was not. 

My first experience with a boat built 
solely for rowing was with a 16' beach 
skiff commonly used by life guards along 
the New Jersey shore. While these boats 
are very able in surf, they are heavy, re- 

quiring the spirited efforts of enthusiastic 
young men of muscular persuasion to make 
them go. I've never actually seen one used 
in a rescue and today these stout boats are 
maintained mostly for competition among 
the various life guard associations while 
the plastic sit-on-top kayak has largely 
(and logically) taken their place for rescue 

work. My single experience rowing one of 
these boats left me with the impression 
that if this was what rowing was about 
then thank Ole Evinrude for the outboard 
motor. 

By the early seventies, my interest 
had turned to sailing and and it was about 
this time that some guys in the boat club 
acquired the plans and personal expertise 
of an old-time Jersey boatbuilder, Harold 
"Pappy" Seaman, and built a replica of the 
"Fox", a modified beach skiff built by 
Seaman's father in 1896 for a couple of lo- 
cal fishermen, George Harbo and Frank 
Samuelson. 

These two, in response to a prize 
challenge put up by a London newspaper 
magnate, rowed the skiff across the 
Atlantic in sixty-two days. While "Fox", 
with its double-ended shape, pulled more 

easily than the lifeguard beach skiff, it was 
no joy to row though it did instill in me a 
certain awe for the two fishermen who 
rowed it to England (and then partied away 
the prize money, but what the heck!). 

I'd pretty much given up on rowing as 
recreation until I happened upon a second- 
hand Alden Shell for sale a few years ago. 
The Alden appealed to my esthetic sense, 

The most elegant way to see and 
be seen on the waterfront. 

BOATWORKS LID. 
284 Bunganuc Rd. ¢ Brunswick, ME 04011 
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Some Thoughts on 
Rowboats 
By John Myers 

was affordable and soon it was mine. 
Unlike the rowing shells depicted in 
Thomas Eakins’ paintings, the Alden is a 
flat-bottomed craft more resembling a 
kayak or racing canoe than an ordinary 
shell. The Alden hasbecome ubiquitous to 
the degree that it needs little description 
except to say that, to my eye, it looks 
more like a real boat. [ soon learned the 
basics of sliding seat rowing and so dis- 
covered the pleasures of propelling a 
light, responsive hoat through the water 
with just a pair of well shaped oars. It was 
sweet to feel the boat surge and watch the 
oar puddles swirling astern. 

Today [ own two boats. I find that my 
16' sea kayak gets a lot more use, maybe a 
five to one ratio, than the Alden. This isn't 
because I enjoy paddling more than row- 
ing; it's just that it’s so quick and easy to 
use the kayak. In less than five minutes 
after arriving at the launch site, I'm on the 
water. 

Then too, maybe I'm just a little tired 
of sliding seat rowing. The Oarmaster, 
though of excellent design, is still cum- 
bersome, requiring time to set up and break 
down each time the boat is used. The 
nearly ten foot long sculls limit maneu- 
verability and seem to foul all the mooring 
buoys and channel markers along the way. 
I know that sliding seat rowing is a more 
efficient way to move a boat and it's prob- 
ably a good way to stay in shape if you 
work at it almost every day like varsity 
rowing crews do. I'd rather pull on a pair of 
sneakers and go for a jog or a long walk. 
Rowing, I think, should be for pleasure. 

Of late, I have been thinking again 
about a fixed seat rowboat, something that 

will move easily with oars not longer than 
eight feet. It would have to be light 
enough to get up on my roof rack without 
heroic effort. I live in a state crowded with 
boats as well as people and after having 

_ 17 ft.-38 Ibs. 
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my access to the littoral so much expanded 
by the portability of the kayak and Alden I 
can never again put up with the hassle of 
trailering. 

Besides being light weight the boat 
would have to have enough volume to 
carry an occasional passenger or camping 
gear for that once-every-couple-of-years 
trip to the coast of Maine. It would have to 
be tough enough to withstand a certain 
amount of unintentional abuse and live on 
a roofrack for days at a time in the summer 
sun. 

A guide boat made of three-sixteenths 
inch cedar is more an exquisite piece of 
functional art than a boat I'm going to 
hoist an angry, thrashing bluefish into. 
And then, it must be affordable. I know of 
really lovely boats being built today but at 
six to eight thousand dollars a copy, I 
think they're not for me. Even if I could af- 
ford one of these masterworks I'd be afraid 
to use it; a little ding in the cedar would 

ruin my entire day. 
I know that my boat is out there 

somewhere; I just haven't met it yet. It's 
probably around 16’, narrow in the beam, 

made of thin but strong plywood held to- 
gether mostly with epoxy. It's likely to be 
glued-lap or cold-moulded with a smooth 
interior. Weighing less than 100 pounds, 
it's stronger and stiffer than a fiberglass 
hull of the same weight and can be carted 
with ease balanced on a canoe walker and 
loaded, one end at a time, onto the 
roofrack. The hull's wetted surface is no 
more than 25 square feet thus minimizing 
surface friction and making it more effi- 
cient and easily driven. Top end speed is 
less important to me than the other quali- 
ties afforded by a boat of moderate length. 

The potential problem in all this con- 
jecture is that one can develop a sort of 
platonic ideal of a boat that is so perfect 
that the real thing can only be something 
of a disappointment. People do it all the 
time with their mates and look at the di- 
vorce rate. But that is, at least in part, why 
many of us subscribe to this little periodi- 
cal as it serves to sow the seeds for ideas 
and pleasant day dreams. 

Pygmy Sea Kayaks 
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Icester #1 Ready 

Last Season 
While as usual I think we could all 

complain about the shortness of the ice- 
boating season, I nevertheless had the op- 
portunity to try the Icester out under a va- 
riety of conditions. 

On one particularly windy day, I was 
out with my friend Monte, who owns an 

Alcort Icefish. I had always noticed that 
both the Icester prototype and the final 
version were faster than the Alcort boat, 

but on this day I got to see just how fast. 
The phrase "ran circles around" springs 
immediately to mind. I could catch up to 
this boat, pass it, make a long sweeping 
turn and pass it again! [I could make two 
such passes before running out of lake, and 
the longest part of our lake is 1.8 miles. 

I don't know what the top speed of the 
Alcort is, but as the Icester is slower than a 
DN (70+) but faster than the Alcort, I 
would have to say that the Alcort probably 
tops out in the high forties. I can't see the 
Icester doing much over 55 mph. This is 
fine with me, as I of course did not design 

the boat with speed as the main objective, 

but stability and comfort. 
I did get one hike out of the Icester on 

that same day, however. It was a small 
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By Rich Santacoloma 

one, maybe six inches for the port runner. 
I only noticed when the runner in question 
“went quiet" on me all of a sudden. The 
craft handled fine through this, which 

seemed to last for an eternity, but was 

probably only about 10 seconds.. 
The only failure on the boat last sea- 

son was a breakdown of the plys in the 
mast step ball, a small replaceable part. 
This was due to rough ice and mean pound- 
ing. Carry a spare! 

Icester Sedan? 
Well, if I do get around to it, it would 

not be a design for plans, but rather a fin- 
ished product or kit. I have in the clay 

model stage a boat which would be en- 

closed, seat two, and be formed out of 

fiberglass. The problems surrounding this 

design are many, such as keeping it light, 
making it easy to enter and exit, having it 

take apart easily for transport, and so on. 

I think that the idea would have a 
place for those who really enjoy spending 
time out there, but would like a litthe more 

comfort to allow it. | know that category 
includes me, at least. I picture bundling up 

in the Sedan, zipping across the lake on a 
20 degree day, and having it's warm cabin 
to come back to after a hike on Canopus 

Island. 
I may be able to start the full size 

plaster plug this winter, but realistically 
would have to accept waiting until next 
spring to make the female master molds. 

Then perhaps I could get some feedback at 
a boat show (like, “you're an idiot!"). Let 

me know what you think. 
Rich Santacoloma, 

Mahopac Falis, NY 10542. 
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I was getting sicker by the moment. 
There was no wind and 3' waves with occa- 
sional whitecaps were slopping us all over 
the place. There would be a slight puff 
from one direction; Dick would tum into it 
and then it would die. A few minutes later 
there'd be a puff from another direction, 

then it too would die. Steering was impos- 
sible and we mostly lay broadside to the 
oncoming waves as my lunch crept its way 
up my throat. 

I tried to stare at the horizon, at the 
hills, at the freckles on my nose, to no 

avail. Looking up I saw a peculiar sight. 
Wisps of cloud were moving across the 
sky from our left. Other wisps were mov- 
ing towards them from the opposite direc- 
tion. Yet others were streaming away from 
us! The first two collided and mushed to- 
gether. Whatever was going on up there? 

After nearly an hour of this I was 
clutching the gunwales in eager anticipa- 
tion of relief when a strong gust came from 
dead ahead and I had just time to scramble 
into my new heavy-duty foul weather gear 
before the front hit. Within moments I was 

hiking out, feet under the toestraps, all 
thoughts of nausea receding in the face of 
imminent capsize. Spray began coming on 
board and as the winds increased, Dick 

yelled over its noise for us to reef. 
This was no easy matter. We were 

only on our second full day of the cruise 
and I was just getting used to the boat, a 
16' open daysailer, the venerable Wayfarer 
Dinghy. Dick had it set up for racing and I 
frantically fumbled first with the boom 
vang and then with the Harken Magic Box 
to ease the jib halyard so that the main 
halyard would release. 

The heeling decreased dramatically 
after that, but Dick ruled out heaving-to 
and switching to the small jib; in these 
winds backing the jib might take us night 
over. There was also the unpleasant possi- 
bility of slipping overboard from the fore- 
deck into icy 39 degree water. 

Urging me to release the jib instantly 
as we tacked, Dick skillfully eased the 
main to get us past the worst gusts and 
tried to keep us from smashing into the 
14 

waves which had now increased to 4' or 
more. This effort was notably unsuccess- 
ful. The longer waves sent spray aboard. 
This hit my foul weather gear with a rattle 
like gravel flung full force, and I could usu- 
ally turn my head away in time. Worse 
were the smaller waves that came from a 
different direction and hit us intermit- 
tently. When the hull was lifting they 
passed harmlessly, but if we were descend- 
ing into a trough they poured over the 
splash guard and drenched me with solid 
bucketsful. In minutes, my fancy foul 
weather gear was breached and I was soak- 
ing wet. So was the boat, fighting upwind 
the self-bailer could not keep pace with the 
flood. 

Pilot Harbor was 4 miles ahead. I 
asked Dick if he thought we could make it. 
He nodded yes. I wasn't so sure. If we had 
to tum back we would lose 16 miles of hard 
fought progress. It would be a race between 
the boat swamping and us making the har- 
bor before it did. 

With glasses soaked and spray flying 
it was difficult to scrutinize the gloomy, 
fog-shrouded shore. Where was that 
marker? If we missed it and darkness fell 
we'd be stuck out here all night. Nothing's 
lighted on this coast; just white painted 
pyramids indicating a break in the cliffs. 
Dick asked me to look at the chart; he had 
his hands full with mainsheet and tiller. I 
fished it off the floorboards. The plastic 
cover had kept it dry despite its being 
awash. Damn! The harbor was on the next 
page and I would have to tum it over. 
Drying my hards as best I could, | timed 
the next wave, pulled the chartbook out, 
flipped the page over, and before I could 
insert it, took a faceful of spray that 
soaked the chart. There it was on the chart; 
a small cut in the hills leading to a well 
protected anchorage. But where was it? 

After an hour and a half of hard tack- 
ing I thought I saw a mast somewhere 
along the shore. Hard to tell it from the 
spruce trees. On another crest I saw it 
again...yes definitely a mast and a roller 
furled jib. But where was the entrance? At 
last coming past a bulge in the coastline 

By the Shores of 
Gitchee 

Gumee... 
By Marty Cooperman 

we saw the white painted pyramid. Dick 
timed his turn perfectly and as the 
Wayfarer eased off onto a broad reach we 
could hear the bailer making short work of 
the water that had found its way aboard. 

What a relief to be in harbor. We low- 
ered sails and rowed over to the huge sail- 
boat we had seen from outside. Two cou- 
ples were waving to us and one asked me if 
we were part of the Trailer-Sailor cruise. 

"No," said I, "but how do you know 
about the Trailer Sailors?," eyeing their 
enormous craft. 

"We're members," said one of them. 

"I'm John McColl and this is my wife Pat." 
"You're the folks I wrote to for ad- 

vice," I replied, having read their article in 

Clipper Snips about their cruise last year 
to Lake Superior in a Norsea 27. 

"Then you must be Marty 
Cooperman," said he, and shortly there- 
after we tied up alongside and came below 
to dry off. 

It was just as beautiful down below; a 

1960's vintage Alden designed 42' teak 
yawl with all the trimmings. The McColls 
and the Alexanders who own the boat had 
been cruising the northern part of the lake 
and suggested we see the Slate Islands on 
the north shore. "There's a caribou herd 
that crossed the ice some years ago, you're 
sure to see them." They asked if there were 
more boats on our cruise and we had to tell 
them, sadly, only one. 

Only one. There had been two at first. 
Dick was recruited at the Wayfarer cruising 
meeting in Toronto last April. There he 
met Don Davis, at 77, dean of Wayfarer 
cruisers with nearly 30 years experience 
on the Great Lakes. Don was going with 
his daughter Connie to the eastern shore of 
Lake Superior; did Dick want to come? 

"...and I was wondering if you wanted 
to come." 

...Hmmm.... 
"Who is that on the phone?" asked 

my wife Mary Ann. 
"It's Dick Harrington," I whispered, 

covering the receiver, "he wants me to 

crew with him on a two week trip to the 
northeast corner of Lake Supenor this 
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summer." 
"Lake Superior?" 
"Yes, he says it's the most remote 

part of the whole lake, the harbors are far 
apart and unlighted, there's not much pro- 
tection along the shore, the water's bitter 
cold and fog is pretty common." 

"I don't know, Martin, that doesn't 
sound very safe, and besides..." 

....""Why sure Dick, it sounds like a 
real challenge, count me in.” 

We were counting on Don. Dick and I 
are novice cruisers with ony a few experi- 
ences along the shores of Georgian Bay. 
Neither of us had dealt with fog, difficult 
harbors, precise navigation or big waters 
on this scale. Lake Superior is not like the 
other Great Lakes. 

"...those who have never seen 
Superior get an inadequate, even inaccurate 
idea, by hearing it spoken of as a 
lake...Superior is a sea. It breeds storms 
and rain and fogs, like a sea...It is cold, 
wild, masterful and dreaded...," so said 
Rev. George Grant in 1872. I'll bet his 
boat was bigger than 16’. 

A letter from Don Davis told us of the 
dangers of the cruise but also of its plea- 
sures "...the Mossies (mosquitos) don't 
strike when there's ice on the rain barrel," 

referring to the cold temperatures this far 
north. Louis Agassiz had a different 
point of view. Writing as a famous natural- 
ist in 1848 his letter read, "...neither the 
love of the picturesque, however, nor the 
interests of science, could tempt us into 

the woods, so terrible were the insects." 
On the morning of our third day, some 

15 miles from our start at the mouth of the 
Michipicoten River, Don found the truth. 
One ear swollen shut from insect bites, 
wearing a head net and suffering from the 
myriad pains of old age, he reluctantly 
called it quits. The Great Lakes' greatest 
small boat cruiser was going to spend his 
days sailing in local lakes from now on. 
His daughter Connie did not seem overly 
upset. She was giving up the cruise with 
Don, but not her vacation. She had two 
weeks coming to her and with five children 
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closely spaced in age, two weeks anywhere 
but home sounded just fine. 

We stood there on the stony beach 
holding a can of stove fuel they had given 
us. As we watched their sail diminish in 
the distance that moming, a forlorn lone- 
liness gripped us. We had lost their good 
company and their long years of experi- 
ence. Ahead of us was solid, impenetrable 

wilderness. There were no habitations to 
be found for the next 100 miles and we 
were truly on our own. 

It brought me to reminiscing about 
the beginning of the trip. Dick's first test 
of seamanship came early on at Sault Ste. 
Marie. There he exhibited his boat han- 
dling skill by faultlessly executing a U- 
turn in the narrow motel parking lot. On 
the other hand, while searching for a su- 
permarket shopping mall he excitedly ex- 
claimed, “Look, there's Dominion 
Plaza!....oh, it's Domino's Pizza." I re- 
solved then and there never to trust his 
navigation. 

Don had arranged booking at the mo- 
tel. We had insisted upon a cheap: place 
with broken glass in the parking lot, al- 
coholic beverage containers on the floor 
and a couple in the bed whom we would 
eject, their hour being up. Instead we were 
affronted by clean sheets, well made beds 
and other accoutrements of a respectable 
establishment. We shall never forgive 
Don for this. 

Don also led us astray on our first 
moments afloat. Launching into the 
Michipicoten River, we trustingly fol- 
lowed his course as he nonchalantly sailed 
the wrong way up river apparently ready to 
ascend it to its source, until we noticed in a 
calm that we were drifting backwards with 
the current. 

Our first few difficult days of light, 
heavy and contrary winds gave way to the 
best consistent sailing we had ever done. 
Day after day of following winds took us 
west and then north up the coast. Gone was 
the fog that hid our anchorages and the 
anxiety that accompanied it. If only Don 
could have held out until now. 
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If he had, he and Connie could have 
participated in Dick's 58th birthday party 
held on a sand beach. Mary Ann had baked 
four brownie squares, along with which | 
had included a candle, a card and two 
books. The first was a gag book on sea- 
sickness (pun intended) but the second was 
a favorite of mine, Riddle of the Sands by 
Erskine Childers. It was such a favorite 
that I couldn't resist reading the copy I'd 
gotten for Dick, carefully so as not to 
crease any pages, and had just finished it 
the night before our cruise. 

Dick began reading it that night. It 
was our custom each evening after dinner, 

tucked into our sleeping bags, the boom 
tent up, and ready for bed, to read for an 
hour or more by the light of Dick's excel- 
lent Coleman mini-lantern. Childer's 
characters were in some ways parallel to 
our own, it's what made me think of it as a 
present for Dick. In the book Davies is a 
fine, intuitive sailor, intimately familiar 
with the shallow sands behind the German 
Frisian islands on the North Sea, but is 

socially reticent. Carruthers, whom Davies 
invites on his cruise, is a dilletante sailor, 

but a well-spoken diplomat. The two 
combine their respective skills to uncover 
the lurking menace to pre-World War I 
England in these waters across the 
channel. I'll leave it to you, both to read 
the novel (which I heartily recommend) 
and divine which of us is Davies and which 
Carruthers. 

One peculiarity of Lake Superior was 
that we could not read the skies for signs 
of weather. The first few days of the trip 
the weather radios had been useless as high 
cliffs blocked the transmissions. Standing 
on tip toe was all the height we could get 
and it wasn't enough. We saw strange cloud 
formations that just don't appear on the 
lower Lakes. At one point we gravely pon- 
dered a large lens-shaped (lenticular) cloud 

in the distance, but had no idea what it 
meant. 

It was the cold that most surprised me. 
Despite that fact that John and Pat McColl 
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had advised me in their letter that the Lake 
was very cold, it was still hard to believe. 
Feeling quite ridiculous in the heat of July 
in Cleveland I had gone to our scorching 
attic and hauled down my winter camping 
gear: Polypropylene long underwear, 
heavy fiberpile tops and bottoms, knitted 
wool hat and rubber booties. When I tried 
them on to see if the new foul weather gear 
would fit over them all, my kids cackled 
with glee as rivulets of sweat ran down my 
face and sweltering body. Whatever would 
I be doing with winter camping gear on a 
sailing trip, they wondered? It was not 
long until | found out, shivering in the 

cockpit with every bit of that gear on, 
wishing I had more. 

At some point we knew we had to 
bathe. We both stripped down at the edge 
of a boulder and pointed at the water. "You 
go’ first..." 

"No, no, after you..." I have three 
photos of Dick as he surfaced, and no one 

who has seen it has mistaken the shocked 
expression on his face as he desperately 
made for shore. 

The reader must wonder about the rela- 
tionship between us after spending two 
weeks together on a small boat. I suppose 
you could call us the Odd Couple. The dif- 
ference in our personalities were never 
more clearly demonstrated than in our ap- 
proaches to navigation. Dick is precise. 
Despite the unsteadiness of a Wayfarer's 
cockpit in rolling waves, Dick would have 
his charts, protractor, and straight edge 
out, penciling in the course. He steadfastly 
worked from true directions, then con- 

verted to magnetic and plotted dead 
recogning positions at every turn in the 
coastline. In contrast I'd just lay the edge 
of my forearm across the chart, slide it to 
the compass rose and stimulate nght from 
the magnetic scale. 

Surprisingly, we often came up with 
the same course...once I took Dick's ad- 
vice and adjusted for the gap between the 
pages in the chartbook and noticed that 
the next chart was at a different scale. How 
dare they change scales on adjacent charts? 

Dick was also very precious about his 
boat. A strained look would come across 
his face if I bashed the gunwales against 
some rocks or ran the boat ashore on 
gravel. He even winced when I dropped the 
11# Bruce on the foredeck and a fluke went 
through 8 layers of varnish. Some people 
are just too fussy. That's why Dick owns a 
wooden boat and I a fiberglass one. 

There's a real dichotomy between 
Dick's sense of care and craftsmanship, 
having put so much effort into restoring 
his boat, and my concept of boat as tool, 
e.g. hammer. You can see the potential for 
dissonance. If you value your safety and 
your boat's, you'll sail Dick's way, if you 
value your sanity, you might try mine. 

We had almost no difficulties with the 
boat. Dick bought it several seasons ago 
and had painstakingly worked epoxy fil- 
lets into every right angle joint for extra 
strength. He also added heavier guage 
shrouds. But one problem did occur; sand 
in the centerboard trunk. Our first day out 
we stopped for lunch at a beach and left the 
boat rocking gently in the shallows. Once 
again underway we found that the center- 
board wouldn't drop down. I remembered 
reading that the only solution was to use a 
thin piece of metal to slip inside the case. 
We didn't have one. 
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We careened the boat using the jib 
halyard tied to a tree and Dick commenced 
to work on the board from the outside of 
the hull. Certain that we would never get it 
free I ran to the top of a high cliff and 
desperately tried to signal Don and 
Connie, hoping they would have the metal 
piece. I was unsuccessful, but Dick wasn't. 
He unloaded the boat and in less than half 
an hour had the board freed. I felt ridiculous 
having spent all that time waving my shirt 
at a distant Wayfarer's stern while Dick did 
all the hard work. 

As the trip continued Dick revealed 
his other talents as a handyman. One of 
the oarlocks was working itself loose un- 
der the stress of our rowing. Dick's tool 
box contained screwdrivers and epoxy and 
soon the offending oarlock was more se- 
curely attached. 

On a fine downwind run, I spotted 
Dick's prize whiskerpole slip off the mast 
as we rolled, and float away. instantly 
Dick turned the boat and we practiced man 
overboard drill. Keeping his eye on the 
pole, Dick expertly sailed mght next to it 
and, smugly congratulating ourselves, we 
easily plucked it from the water and set it 
back to its appointed task. Unfortunately, 
15 minutes later we again noticed it miss- 
ing and this time even a thorough Coast 
Guard style criss-crossing search of the 
waters failed to find it. It undoubtedly 
joins various other, and probably much 

larger nautical objects on the lake's bot- 
tom. 

Not to be deterred, several days later 

Dick went in search of the perfect whisker 
pole replacement and found it amongst the 
spruce branches. An hour's work with 
sharpened axe and rasp and we had our- 
selves a new pole worthy of any following 
wind we might encounter. 

Dick's deserves a little discussion 
here. A long-time racer, he began a cmuis- 
ing career last year with a two-week solo 
trip to Georgian Bay. The best way I can 
describe him is what Tom Sawer would be 
like as an adult. Dick's trim and athletic 
and at home in the outdoors. A hunter who 
hangs out in trees for hours at a time wait- 
ing for deer with a bow, he had no problem 

retrieving the favorite fishing lure he 
inadvertantly snagged on a high spruce 
branch. "You'll have to climb that tree to 
get it,” I joked. So, he climbed it and got 
it. 

We made several short treks into the 
woods. Dick frequently spotted animal 
trails and we followed them as best we 
could. Unfortunately insects were ever pre- 
sent and I particularly detest them. Not so 
Dick and the one heinous fault for which I 
shall never forgive him is his indifference 
to insects, a trait I definitely don't share. 

Dick's very familiar with animals. 
Approaching a small beach backed with 
dense spruce he shushed me. "Could be 
moose here ." Moose? Here? Ha, I'd never 
even seen a moose. Might as well humor 
him. I tried to not clang the Coleman 
stove too loudly as J walked ashore with it. 
"Look over here." Huge footprints leading 
out of the woods along the beach. Moose! 
Shsssssh. 

We got to see 3 moose swimming be- 
tween islands at the Slates. We also saw a 
caribou standing proudly along the shore 
as we silently crept in under the most deli- 
cate of breezes. While Dick was working 

on the new whisker pole we heard a thump- 
ing of hooves in the brush. Loud thump- 
ing. Big hooves. Caribou? Moose? 

We saw several beaver and beaver 
lodges, and surprised an otter family 
lunching on a fish. This gave us a notion 
of what lay below the surface and with me 
at the oars and Dick on the rod we trolled 
the deeps and shallows looking for dinner. 
It was nearly dusk when Dick finally 
snagged a big trout. "Enough for dinner for 
both of us," he lamented, as it escaped just 

before it broke surface. All this at the Slate 
Islands, the Galapagos of Lake Superior. 

Beaver did some big geological work 
elsewhere. Oiseau Bay in the midst of 
Pukaskwa (just try to pronounce it) 
National Park had the only big sandy 
beaches around, in scalloped bays inter- 
rupted by tiny headlands. Exploring the 
shore we came upon a small river that took 
a sharp turn into one of the bays and saw a 
strange sight. A dozen feet above the river 
was a huge rectangular field of sand behind 
the spruce and beyond which the spruce 
continued to the horizon. What was this 
swath of sand doing here? It was abso- 
lutely level and straight and grew nothing 
bat a few wildflowers. We'd have to wait 
for the answer. 

After a number of fair days rain was 
threatening. Luckily we had arrived at the 
park headquarters at Hattie's Cove. After 
tearing through a narrow entrance choked 
with boulders we were rewarded by the 
splash of an osprey diving headlong into 
the water and capturing a fish amidst a 
shower of spray. Shortly thereafter real 
rain showers began and we ensconsed our- 
selves comfortably in the modest visitors’ 
building to sample the delights of the park 
on film. 

They were prepared for rainy days. 
Every camper in the park with children 
showed up and were not disappointed. Bill 
Mason's famous films were played and re- 
played. We journied with Paddle To the Sea 
from Lake Nipigon to the Atlantic. We 
shared a canoe de maitre in Song of the 
Voyageurs. And we listered to one of 
Pukaskwa's's real old-time trappers narrate 
the Park film, commenting, "Where the 
glaciers came they stripped the topsoil 
from Pukaskwa. "The U.S. got the topsoil 
and we got the scenery.” 

We asked the rangers about the huge 
sand field at Oiseau Bay. It seems a beaver 
dam upstream had burst in 1985 and a mas- 
sive wall of sand roared down the river, 
burying its mouth and forcing it to change 
course and empty into another bay. 

In the comfort of my living room I 
have often dreamed of making long open 
water passages with endless horizons. I 
finally got a chance to experience it. To 
my surprise I didn't enjoy it so much. From 
the Pukaskwa Park headquarters to the 
Slate Islands required a 35 miles crossing. 
With reasonable winds we made it in about 
10 hours, but both Dick and I found it to be 
more slog than a challenge. We chatted, 
read and dozed and I was quite happy when 
we finally landed. 

Despite the romance of sailing great 
distances, I frankly found it boring. I was 
much taken aback at my reaction. Wasn't I 
a real sailor? A budding blue water sailor? 
Apparently not. And despite the enjoy- 
ment I get reading about small boats on 
endless seas, I must confess I find 



voyaging along the coast, in close contact 

with land much more interesting. 
It was fortunate we had the boat tent 

to sleep under. Unlike Georgian Bay where 
there are lots of off-lying rocks on which 
to pitch a small tent, Superior's shoreline 
was often a small cobble or rough sand 
beach backed by impenetrable spruce. On 
some occasions we had such little room 
that a single step backwards would have 
toppled us into the brush. 

You may wonder to what depths of 
barbarity we had sunk by the end of two 
weeks in such conditions. I distinctly re- 
member one dinner time when a mosquito 
landed on my head. Absentmindedly swat- 
ting him, I noticed that he fell into my 
mug of soup. Without the slightest hesita- 
tion I drank it. 

We did find civilization at Rossport 
after 150 miles of travel. It's a tiny hamlet 
serving the Trans-Canadian Highway as 
well as the eastem end of a large group of 
islands stretching west to Thunder Bay. 
We finally saw other boats, mostly in the 
30' range whose owners were cruising the 
islands. They gave us some tips about St. 
Ignace Island where there was a cabin and a 
sauna. W gave it our best the next day but 
fell a few mules short and never did get 
there. Too bad. 

Rossport was a very friendly place 
and several newspaper articles and letters 
testified to the good feelings others had 
about it. It would make a wonderful start- 
ing point for a cruise amongst the protec- 
tion of the islands. Don Davis mentioned 
having begun a cruise to Isle Royale from 
here. 

With our two weeks nearly up, and 
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over 200 miles covered, it was apparent 
that we were not going to sail all the way 
back to Wawa. Don had convinced us to do 
this via a long, open water crossing, but 
having spent a layover day at the Slate 
Islands and lacking confidence in ap- 
proaching the small harbors near dark, we 
decided to take the bus. I boarded it in 
Rossport and spent six hours observing 
my fellow passengers, before retrieving 
the car and trailer which I later drove back 
to Rossport. 

Unlike my experiences on USS. 
busses where I kept a sharp eye out for 
sharp knives and sharper characters, | 
found the Canadians were a charming 

group, some having been aboard since 

Vancouver, heading for summer jobs in 

Toronto or Montreal, and they had long 
since formed a small society, trading food, 
books and stories. 

On the way back with the car and 
trailer I was taken by surprise at a 

Michigan gas stop. Used to the muted 
greens, blues and greys of Lake Superior, I 
was astonished at the vivid colors on a 

farmer's roadside table full of summer pro- 
duce: Bright red tomatoes, deep green pep- 

pers and lavish yellow zucchinis. It was all 
I could do not to buy the whole lot. I set- 
tled for some fresh blueberries and 
munched them all the way home. 
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It had been a long winter. The piles of 
"boat stuff" were gathering dust in the at- 

tic. Outside, the trees were still bare and 

stark. But thoughts of the coming summer 
were creeping in with the drafts under the 

doors. How nice it would be to have a sail- 

ing dink for use while we were at anchor. 

But the cost! 
We did have an inflatable, of course. 

It was a soft transom 8' inflatable with full 
floorboards and motor mount, currently re- 
stricted to rowing or motoring. With a lit- 
tle imagination, perhaps we could use that 
as a base for a sailing ng, too. 

We started doodling sailing rigs. It 
had to be compactly stowable on our 
Bristol 26 (already heavily loaded with 
cruising gear) and fairly simple to set up 
since it would have to. be mounted from a 

floating platform. We tried bipod masts, 

lateen rigs, tripod rigs, gunter rigs. But 

each variant left something to be desired. 
Choosing the proper material for the 

spars was a question. Whatever we built 

would have to fit in the under-cockpit 

space on the Bnistol, already crammed full 
of the uninflated inflatable. The spars 
would have to be segmented and light. 
Wood involved finishing work, and would 

be vulnerable to chipping in the compart- 
ment where it would be stored. Aluminum 
would leave black tracks as it was put 

Mast position under tensiONn so, > q. 

Main sail is attached via toggled loops 
along mast. Head is supported via an “S” 
hook at the masthead, tension is provided 
via downhanl tied at the gooseneck. 
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The Beach Ball 

The Genesis of 

the Beach Ball 
By Mark and Sarah Fisher 

away, and besides, it would sink if dropped 
overboard during uprig. We decided on 
PVC pipe. It was easily available, 
"prefinished" white through and through, 
wouldn't scuff or rot, could be made to float 
and could be easily worked. Joints and fit- 
tings were almost already made in the form 
of plumbing fittings. 

The rig we settled on was a fractional 
marconi rig. PVC introduces some prob- 
lems of its own, however. Mainly, it is 
quite flexible. The forestay and shrouds 
would stabilize the center of the mast, but 

the upper portions would be free to flex. 
As there was no place to put mast partners, 
the mast would be stepped on the leg of a 
"T" frame, with a forestay and shrouds to 
transfer the force of the sail to the inflat- 
able hull. The leg of the "T" protruded over 
the bow of the boat to form a bowsprit that 
stabilized the forestay, while the crossarm 
provided the anchor for both the shrouds 
and the leeboards. 

1” PVC upper mast with a stop 
collar cemented 8” from lower 
end. socketed into 1 '/,.” PVC 
lower mast. 
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The frame was primarily secured to the 
boat's hull with the standing rigging. The 
forestay carried down past the bowsprit to 
the towing ring at the bow, forming a 
"bobstay." The crossarm of the frame was 
run through the forward thwart mounting 
straps. To lock the crossarm in place, the 
shrouds were run down from their upper an- 
chor points at the mid-point of the mast to 
two additional towing rings that were 
glued onto the sides of the hull (the only 
modification we made to the boat), and 
back up and around the crossbar. 

We made a kickup rudder out of exte- 
rior sheathing plywood (it is made with 
waterproof glue, but has fewer veneers and 
no attempt to fill interior voids, at 1/4 the 

price of marine grade ply) and attached it 
via gudgeons mounted on the side of the 
motor mount. The leeboards and floor- 
boards were also made of sheathing ply- 
wood heavily sanded, and with voids at the 
edges filled. We embedded bolts in the 
ends of the crossarm to serve as pivots for 
the leeboards. 

The gooseneck for the boom was 
made from a bored out PVC "T" fitting, 
while the frame was formed using a second 
PVC "T" fitting, bored out so that the 
crossarm could run the entire width of the 
hull. The leg of the frame was left as a push 
fit into the fitting. The mast was stepped 
on a stub about 10" from the joint of the 
frame, using yet another heavily carved 
PVCAT" 

Now we needed a sail. We had an old 
Daysailer jib. The mast was laid on the sail 
and about the amount of tension that would 
exist under sail was put on the ng. For 
someone used to aluminum or wood spars 
the amount of deflection was startling, 18" 
at the masthead. We traced the arc on the 
sail and cut it to match (as it happened, we 
needed to cut off all three corners). We got 
a sail that sets well, and can be easily flat- 
tened further to de-power the ng in "heavy 
airs” (8-10 mph). Tabling was sewn on the 
newly exposed edges, and batten pockets, 
comer reinforcing, and grommets were 
added. The three scrap corners were sewn 
together to form a handkerchief jib to fit 
on the 5' forestay. We decided it was num- 
ber OOL of the Beachball Class, and made a 
sail insignia to match. 

We rigged it without halyards, each 

sail is hooked to its position at its head 
with an S hook and tensioned with a 
downhaul. The main is loose footed and 
sheets to a block on the motor mount. The 
jib sheets trim to the ends of the mast step 
crossarm. 

We were very pleased when we set it 
up. While there was more ngging than is 
appropriate on an 8' boat, once rigged, it 
neatly spread its dacron to the breeze. 
With its bowsprit and standing rigging 
under tension, the boat had a pronounced 
sheer. That, combined with the leeboards 

and a full length batten near the head of the 
sail combined to present us with the image 
of a miniature Dutch jaght. 

And it sailed! With one person aboard 
sitting well forward, it tacked handily, and 
could work to weather easily. With two 
aboard, it still sailed easily but without the 
zippy acceleration of solo sailing, rising 
and falling through light chop with a 
slithering motion. For long downwind 
runs we learmed to rig a temporary back- 
stay to the rudder head. 



It is limited to light airs, however: Leeboards (p&s) secured on bolt 
beyond eight knots of wind the structure embedded in wood plug. 

just starts to fold up. Sudden dismastings, 
while catastrophic looking can be dealt 
with (most easily by two people). Since 
the rig weighs nothing we just hoist it 
back into the air, tighten the shrouds and 

take off again. 
After several years of use, our original 

bargain-basement inflatable bit the dust, 
but the sailing ng will be moving on to 
our new/used Avon Redcrest. We've used it 

many times to explore quiet anchorages, 
where the sound of an outboard would be an 
intrusion on the setting and our neigh- 
bors. Using our Beachball, we've quietly 
explored a variety of bodies of water that 
would be out of reach from a cruising 
sloop. The Beachball has been the "ugly 
duckling" guest at the annual Small Boat 
Festival at St. Mary's City, MD among the 
sharpies, ultra lites and_ traditional ag died eet Lh aha beh-ney 
Chesapeake Bay small craft. bottom. Mt 

All interested persons are hereby in- armel Ppa hae pom 
vited to join the Beachball class. After pee A peewee pba! del hep yrs 
some thought, the only class requirement stare Agee Gat tsteaifn adele 
we can envision is that the original hull 
must be a production inflatable. Requests 
for specs are invited and modifications en- 
couraged. To register your Beachball send 
dimensions and a photograph to: Mark 
Fisher, 700 Erie Ave., Takoma Park, MD. 
20912. Someday we may have to organize 
a regatta! 
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We're swinging at anchor in the de- 
serted and calm waters of Church Creek. 
Across the bar, the Chester River is still 
full of its summer parade of sail, visible to 
us across the sheltering point of land as a 
row of slowly moving mastheads. The res- 
ident heron is lurking behind his point and 
we've got a lay day, with nothing on the 
schedule. 

The quiet is wonderful. A crabber was 
in here earlier (WAY earlier) with a trot- 

line, but he's moved on, and the higher sun 
is driving the frying bacon smell up and 
out of the cockpit of Ayesha, our (heavily 
loaded) Bristol 26. Looking down the quiet 
waters of Church Creek... Naw, too much 

trouble to up anchor and explore, but 
still... What about our dinghy? Time for 

A Day in the Life of 
the Beachball 
By Mark Fisher 

Beachball #001 to sail to the rescue! 
I dive under the cockpit for the inflat- 

able and spars, while Sarah occupies her- 
self similarly in the forward cabin excavat- 
ing the dinghy's floorboards (they in- 
crease her speed by 20%). Soon the cheery 
blue inflatable is bobbing beside her 
"mothership," and I'm setting the PVC 
frame in place. The motor mount is af- 
fixed, along with the rudder; the mast and 

sail are stepped, leeboards are fastened, 
emergency gear is added (oars, flares and 

The Solution... 
to wet Boats 

BAILER 

one-way trap door. Stainless steel 
Scandinavian quality. 
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The easy to install and very affordable 
Andersen Bailers use forward motion to 
drain the water from your canoe through a 
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lifejackets), along with two eager crew, 
and we're off! 

Ayesha looks sweet as we pull away, 
and there's something smugly pleasant in 
knowing that a flip of the rudder will retum 
us to her, as opposed to the expectation of 
a slog to windward with 4' jointed alu- 
minum oars, or the rattling drone of the 
outboard. Far enough now, let's see how 
close to the wind she'll sail. The boom is 
sheeted in until over the quarter. With our 
beam, that's not very close, but the wind is 

light, and keeping her masthead pennant 
flying means easy footing to weather. In a 
couple of tacks, we're back to our starting 
point. 

Don't stop now! Where shall we go? 
The head of Church Creek forms part of the 
straits separating Eastern Neck Wildlife 
Sanctuary from Eastern Shore Maryland, a 
body of water cheerfully marked in the 
chart as 1/2' deep. That's anathema to most 
of those boats out there on the Chester, 
but duck soup for the Beachball. If it gets 
REALLY shallow, we can always walk be- 
side her across the flats. 

A gentle series of tacks brings us to 
the mouth of Church Creek, and the bridge 
that lets land-bound visitors onto Eastern 
Neck Wildlife Sanctuary. Four feet of 
clearance! Not a problem. Down comes the 
mast, pivoting aft, and out go the oars. 
Once through, we're in an estuary leading 
out to Love Point and the upper 
Chesapeake. The breeze is building, but 
the rig is well stayed when working to 
weather. Honking in on the outhaul and 
sheet flattens the sail, keeping the power 
down to a level we can use. We're upwind 
of home base, so it will be easy to get 
"home" even under oars, if we have to. 

Working our way out the estuary, we 
come out from under the point of land. The 
chop of three miles of unobstructed 
Chester River mouth is too much for our 
14" freeboard. Spray is coming over the 
tubes with each wave, and the Beachball is 
bobbing like her namesake. We turn back. 

Wow! Downwind sailing is different! 
At a broad reach, the flattened sail scoots 
us along at the limit of what air supported 
spars and 1/8 dacron cord can stand, and 

when we are forced to head more down- 
wind... Dismasted! Not a big problem, ac- 
tually (though if you had heard me as it 
went down, you would have thought the 
Titanic was sinking again). The base of 
the mast had slipped back even with the 
crossbar of the step frame, the shrouds no 
longer had any purchase angle on the 
mast, and over she went. With the mast 
and sail down and in the water, we were 
bobbing quietly. Head up into the wind 
with the oars, swing the mast up into posi- 
tion, and whoosh! Down again. 

There must be a better way. Vanity, if 
nothing else, requires that we SAIL back to 
Ayesha. What we're missing is a backstay. 
We can't rig it upwind due to the length of 
the boom, but for a given downwind leg? 
The jury backstay is ngged, and the rest of 
the schuss back to Ayesha is more suc- 
cessful. Down with the mast intentionally 
one last time to get under the bridge. A few 
spots have thinned out to the point that we 
need to walk beside the Beachball ‘til we 
reach the channel of Church Creek proper, 
but then it's a final run, a quick head up be- 
side her quarter, and... What's for lunch? 
I'm hungry! 



Now that take-out time has passed I 
thought I would drop a line conceming our 
wonderful summer spent on Skol, our Cape 
Dory Typhoon. 

We took delivery of the boat in 
January, removed the snow and ice, con- 

structed a frame to support the tarp, 
dropped the sails off at the local sailmaker 
for cleaning, and waited for spring. It 
should be noted that there was an agree- 
ment struck between myself and the CEO 
(Carol, my long suffering wife) prior to 
the purchase. I was not to work on the boat 
until a set of bookcases had been com- 
pleted or the boat would be used to store 
the books. 

Last winter was spent building a 
Bolger design, "Diablo", and I was in the 
process of refinishing our BB Cat prior to 
its sale so she was a little concerned where 
my priorities lay. Old issues of Messing 
About in Boats would mysteriously appear 
opened to Tom's travels in a Typhoon 
along the Maine Coast, along with 
"December Typhoon" by Paul Schwartz 
and some very interesting material on re- 
fitting the Typhoon for cruising. We en- 
rolled in a Coast Guard Auxiliary sailing 
course. The bookcases waited. 

I removed the teak for safe storage in 
my workshop. While it was there I 
smoothed it and covered it with Cetol 
Marine for protection. As spring ap- 
proached, more teak was refinished. I met 
wonderful folks interested in the BB Cat, 
and went for a quiet sunset sail with the 
new owner. The NOAA charts of Casco Bay 
and the Maine/ New Hampshire coastline 
were pinned to the living room wall. The 
bookcases waited. 

The BB Cat was purchased by a won- 
derful gentleman from Connecticut, clear- 
ing the workshop and allowing bookcase 
construction to start. A design was chosen 
with the reminder that the new sailboat 
“would make a great bookcase". Then Paul 
called asking if 1 would like to join him 
and a friend for a day of sailing off 
Beverly. There was a 20 to 25 knot SW 
wind, blue sky and sparkling water. I can- 
not recall the distance we sailed, but the 

Solid Spruce - Ash Oars from 5'to 16’ 
Spoon-Blade-Oval Shaft oars 7’6” - 8’ - 86" - 9’ - 96” - 9'9" 

ree WATER POWER PRODUCTS exocrine 
RR 1, LaHave, Lunenburg Co., Nova Scotia, BOR _1CO 

PH: (902) 688-2351 

A Wonderful Summer 

on Skol 
By Lee Hodsdon 

day was delightful, Paul lent me a 3hp 
Seagull to try, and now the bookcases were 
in real trouble. 

By June, it was apparent that if Skol 
was going to be launched this year our full 
attention was required. The decks and 
cockpit were stripped, sanded, primed and 

repainted. Teak was refinished, the toe 
rails, rub rails and taffrail replaced. The 
hatch covers were reinforced with epoxy 
resin and glass cloth. The hull was 
cleaned, and waxed. Bottom paint and boot 
top stripe applied. All deck fittings were 
bedded and the running rigging replaced. 
At the Wooden Boat Show we visited with 
you at the Messing About in Boats booth, 
and you were nice enough to inquire about 
the bookcases. 

Skol was delivered on a cradle. The 
local boat haulers could not pick the boat 
off the cradle, it needed to be supported by 
moveable stands with 16" of blocking un- 
der the keel. So on one rainy afternoon in 
July, Carol and I jacked the boat up, re- 
placed the cradle with boat stands and 
placed the blocks under the keel. Now we 
were truly ready. 

The day before launching, | checked 
the operation of the Seagull, it was per- 
fect. Our boat was hauled to the marina, 

and lowered into the water, it was beauti- 
ful! Try as I might I could not get the mo- 
tor started (poor spark lead connection). 
We were sitting in the launch area slip 
with no motor, and our mooring was up 
wind and against the tide. Looks like we 
sail to the mooring . 

After discussing each move, sails 

were raised and off we went weaving 
through the finger piers and other moored 
boats to the main channel in the 
Piscataqua River. The first half hour of our 
journey was quite uneventful with Carol at 
the tiller, and me fiddling with the sails. 
At Fox Point we were exposed to the full 
force of the wind, we heeled at about 25 

Alternative 

Class-3 ™ Lever Oars 
With Power-Swings ™ 

degrees and an exclamation was heard, 

"Lee, *&%#!!". I told Carol to keep the 
tiller steady, the boat accelerated and the 
smile that came across her face said it all. 

With me tending the sails, and Carol the 

tiller we tacked up Little Bay to our moor- 
ing. We picked up the mooring on the first 
try, a little too much way on but we were 
successful. As I was rowing us to shore a 

corporate decision was made, "That was 

fun, the bookcases can wait.” 

Since that day we have enjoyed many 
hours on the boat. Our trip to the ocean on 

the Piscataqua River can take from an hour 
and a half when going with the tide, to 
more than three hours coming upstream 
against an ebbing tide. Negotiating the 
bridges has not been a problem, we can 

take the side channel at the Sarah Long 
Bridge, but must use the radio to hail the 
Memorial Bridge. We have sailed as far 
north as Cape Neddick, east to the Isles of 

Shoals and south to Rye Harbor. 
I am currently enrolled in a Coastal 

Piloting course at UNH. Looks like Down 
East in the summer, as soon as I finish 
those bookcases! 

"Things That Worked" 
Here's a list of things that worked 

very well on Skol this season: 
1) Interlux Brightside paint. A one 

part epoxy that goes on easily and gives 
excellent results. The finish is as good as 
the day we launched. 

2) Cetol Marine finish, used on teak. 
Kind of a cross between varnish and oil. 
Application is easy, one coat before 
launch in the spring. 

3) Battery powered running lights. I 
know this has been discussed in previous 
issues, but they worked! At least 4 or 5 re- 
turn trips on the Piscataqua, 1-1/2 to 3 
hours duration, two trips were in the rain, 
same batteries. I purchased these at Boat 
US, if you need lights give these a try. 

4) Type II PFDs, made for sailing. 
We wear them from the time that we get in 
the dinghy, until we are back on shore. Put 
a whistle in the pocket and attach a cylume 
light on the front, be safe. 

617-769-0590 

Rowboats 

Free 
Brochure 
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61 Endicott St. 

Norwood, MA 02062 

FrontRow Rowing Systems 

Building 26, Dept. MAB 



The perfect sail rig is a...? Well, 
which is it? Maybe I could determine this 
by reading. Phil Bolger’s book on sail rigs 
for small boats was fascinating but incon- 
clusive. I decided I would need to narrow 
down the choices to a few and try them out. 
This last spring I used a Bolger Tortoise as 
a test platform for a number of sail plans. 

I had built a Tortoise in 1987 and used 
it as a tender to my Santana 27 for several 
years. It worked well, but leaked a fair 
amount. While, "In Payson We Trust", I 
guess I had no idea how thick heavy cream 
is when it came to mixing up Weldwood 
Plastic Resin glue. This time I used a mira- 
cle product called Gap Filler along with 
epoxy as a glue. Those Gougeon Brothers 
sure had my woodworking skills in mind 
when they invented Gap Filler. This sec- 
ond Tortoise has tight seams! I decided to 
use plastic tarp for sail cloth as it was 
cheap and I could cut out whole sails with 
out laborious seaming. 

Annie Hill, in her book Voyaging on 
a Small Income, praises the Chinese lug as 
the best cruising sail. So that is the first 
rig I tried. I read both The Chinese Sailing 
Rig by van Loan and The Practical Junk 
Rig by Hasler and McLeod. I chose to fol- 
low Hasler and McLeod's guidelines be- 
cause they work well for any size vessel. It 
is very much an engineering cookbook, a 
type normally avoided by me, but occa- 
sionally I need a good recipe. 

I made the sail area 44 square feet, fig- 
uring that the reduced heeling force of the 
fully battened sail would offset the in- 
creased sail area over Bolger's designed 
area of 38 square feet. That tumed out to be 
a good area. The rig performed as pre- 
dicted. It set and reefed with alacrity. One 
local yachty allowed I won the prize for 
originality. He didn't know the mg was a 
lot older than me, my children's disbelief 

Variations ona 
Theme by Bolger 
By Reed Smith 

in that possibility not withstanding. It 
was easily adjusted for the prevailing wind 
speed, up to about 25 knots. 

I did have to abandon all I had learned 
about a good airfoil and just sail the thing 
with the shape presented. The boat pointed 
well but went slowly when sheeted in hard. 
Annie Hill wrote about her boat making 4 
knots to weather, but she had an 8 knot 
boat. I had a 3 knot boat. One half of that 
speed along with a pram bow hitting each 
wavelet; well, you get the picture. I live at 
the leeward end of the Santa Barbara 
Channel and EVERYTHING is to weather. 

Next IJ tried an unbattened balanced 
lug rig. Percy Blanford's book on sail 
making helped out here. He tells how to 
cut sails to obtain the proper shapes. This, 
combined with using false broad seams as 
recommended by Jim Michalak, resulted in 
a fair looking sail. I set sail and headed out 
of the harbor. It took me way too many 
tacks to leave the harbor. I fussed and 

Three rigs in a row: Chinese lug, balanced 
lug, lateen. Bolger had already drawn in 
the latter choice on his plan for Tortoise. 

fumed and even considered paying a real 
sailmaker to build a sail. Then I hit on the 
idea of making it loose footed and allow- 
ing the clew to come forward slightly. 
This produced a nice air foil from peak to 
tack and vastly improved the windward 
performance. 

Reefing, however, was a real Chinese 
fire drill. Slacking off the halyard allowed 
the peak to drop and the sail billowed out 
to leeward. I even tried to work out a peak 
halyard to control it, but without much 
luck. I leamed to keep tension on the luff 
with one hand while lowering away with 
the other. Dropping the sail completely 
allowed me to tie in a good reef. The mast 
windage then swung the boat off of the 
wind. The minute I started to raise the sail I 
had a monster swinging away to leeward 
until I got the sail all the way up and 
grabbed the tiller to point the boat up wind 
a bit. Sail handling while anchoring 
proved to be a nuisance. 

Then I read Larry Brown's Frugal 
Yachting wherein he advocates a lateen 
rig. That crafty Phil Bolger had already 
drawn that sail for the boat so out came the 
sewing machine. I put in two reef lines and 
set out to sea. Reefing proved to be more 
peaceful with the lateen than with the bal- 
anced lug. Having the sail attached along 
the luff combined with the automatic 
weather-cocking when the halyard was 
slacked made a world of difference. The rig 
was weatherly, reefed easily and hove to 
well with the second reef in and the helm 
put down. (With the second reef in the sail 
looked a lot like a crab claw rig, but if I 
was too worried about appearances I 
shouldn't be in a Tortoise at all). 

I got to try out the soundness of the 
reefing scheme one day on a trip to the en- 
trance buoy of the next harbor south. The 
day was a real drifter so I figured I was safe 
in venturing one mile along the unpro- 
tected coast and back. As I rounded the 
buoy for my return trip it started blowing 
12-15 knots. I started tying in a reef. A 
passing power boat asked if I was all night 
(reasonable, since I was in a boat only 
slightly longer than me). I said that I 
should be as soon as I got underway again. 
This proved to be true and I was able to sail 
back to my harbor safely. 



So there I had it. A rig that I could 
safely sail and handle, that looked like a 
sail and went to weather. Was I done 
tinkering? No. I wanted a little more room 
so I decided to stretch the Tortoise. 
Lengthening at either end seemed out of 
the question so I added to the middle. I drew 
out the lines and built an 18 inch center 
section. Then, stone cold sober, I cut the 

Tortoise in half. I positioned the 18 inch 
section in the middle and butted every- 
thing together using 3 inch fiberglass 
tape. 

The new 
section 
propped 

into place. 

I added a foredeck, moving the mast 
step aft to keep the rig balanced. I had an 
8' dinghy that some local snobs snickered 
at but didn't evoke the horse laughs my 
Bolger Brick had. On its maiden voyage a 
couple of "thoughtful" powerboaters pro- 
vided large wakes to test the butt joints. 
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* Easy to build camping cruiser |, 
Lf ¢ Lively performance 

TT! WAN * Roof rack transport 
¢ Easy capsize recovery 

¢ Study Plans US$5.00 
¢ Full Plans US$157.00 
¢ Check, MasterCard 

from Thompson Designs 
Dept. MB, 221 Wilson Cres., Prince George, B.C. Canada V2L 4P8 

phone/fax (604) 562-7624 thompson@andreae.unbc.edu 

LOO 

ROSS BROS. 
MOTOR BOATS +. CANOES 
28 No. Maple St., Florence, MA ° (413) 586-3875 

Tortoise was bisected. 

A new center 
section was made. 

Having come up with a rig that 
worked well I resolved to build a bigger 
boat. I chose to build one of Jim 
Michalak's Piccup Prams. The stretched 
Tortoise appealed to my son, Kelly, and 
would fit in the back of his Toyota Land 
Cruiser. He came to pick up the boat and 

HA 
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Maxi-Tortoise nearly ready to go. 

chose to take only the balanced lug rig. 
After all my research. Oh well, there's no 
accounting for taste! 

I have since built the Piccup Pram, but 
that's another story (and of course, several 
more rigs). 

¢Easy to build in plywood 

Spectacular performance 

Roof rack transport 

Study plans US$5.00 

¢Full plans US$134.00 

eCheck, MasterCard 
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CANOE RESTORATION SUPPLIES 
* CANVAS 
[PILLER 

* CEDAR 

* HARDWARE 

TARGET OXFORD WATER BORNE SPAR FINISH 
* EXTERIOR DURABILITY 

* QUICK DRY TIME/RECOAT 
* LOW ODOR 
* NON FLAMABLE 

THIS FINISH HAS PROVED TO BE VERY IMPRESSIVE IN 

TERMS OF HOW QUICKLY IT CAN BE APPLIED AND 

WILLIAM CLEMENTS BOAT BUILDER 
P.O. BOX 87 

NO. BILLERICA, MA 01862 

THE QUALITY OF THE FINAL JOB. 

qe 
TELEPHONE 508 663-3103 i 



TRADITIONAL WOODEN BOATBUILDIN 

REPAIRS AND RESTORATIONS 

ROB BARKER 

615 MOYERS LANE, EASTON, PA 18042 

PHONE/FAX (215) 253-9210 

Burt's Canoes 

Traditional Wood/Canvas Canoes 

BURT LIBBY 
(207) 268-4802 

Rt. 1, Box 1090 
Litchfield, ME 04350 

607-547-2658 

Tom Krieg’s Boat Shop 
(At 6 Mile PointOn West Lake Road) 

PO BOX 1007 
COOPERSTOWN, NY 13326 

Woodenboat Restoration / Rigging 

CHRIS STICKNEY 

BOATBUILDER 

@ Wooden Boat Restoration & Repair 

@ New construction 

@ Shop Rate $18/hr 

Box 146, St. George, ME 04857 

(207) 372-8543 

10'6"x3'10" LAPSTRAKE YACHT 
TENDER 

Designed circa 1890 
Cedar planking on oak frames 
Hackmatack knees & hard pine thwarts 
Copper & bronze fastenings 
Two rowing stations 
Weight 75 Ibs. - capacity 500 Ibs. 
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Builders 

O’‘CONNELL‘S 

VENEER OVERLAYS 

1962 BEETLE CAT 
— Receiving a new skin 

An affordable alternative for 

saving vintage wooden boats, 

when a traditional restoration is 

either too expensive or impracticle. 

Estimates available on request. 

O’CONNELL’S WOODEN BOAT SHOP 
303 Cannon Street 

Chestertown, Maryland 21620 
(410) 778-3213 FAX (301) 293-1169 

VICTORY BOAT CO. 
Using today's proven technologies with 
yesterday's classic designs, we will 

build the boat that will meet your needs. 
16' Swampscott Dory - $1,500 

18' Rangeley 
$1,000 Fiberglass - $2,000 Wood 

We have used boats and take trade-ins. 
RR #2, Warwick Rd.Athol, MA 01331 

(508) 249-2121 - (617) 933-2146 

Feather Canoes 

We specialize in building, and teaching how to 
build, a cedar strip version of Rushton’s “Wee 
Lassie” Canoe. This lightweight double paddle 
canoe is available in two versions. A sample 
copy of our newsletter and info is free. Full size 
pattems are $15. 

MAC MC CARTHY 
1705 Andrea PI. Sarasota, FL 34235 
(813) 953-7660(H) - (813) 355-6736 (S) 

§ SUTHERLAND § 
| BOAT & COACH =! 

4th Generation Boat Builder 
Builds & Restores: 

wooden sail/row boats, motor 
launches & ‘‘woodie’’ station wagons 

Ses Ace ecg Sy 

iy 

. 416-1/2 W. Lake Rd. ; 
4 Hammondsport, NY 14840-9603 
a - (607) 868-3993 % 

CLUBHOUSE BOATWORKS 
217 S. River Clubhouse Rd. 
Harwood; Maryland 20776 

(410) 798-5356 

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM WOOD skiffs, 
prams, lapstrakes, and rowing boats. 
Dinghy repair and restoration, inlays, 
line splicing, varnishing, woodworking, 
and model building. 

Sailing Headquarters & 

Wooden Boat Center 

¢ Established 1945 * 

* AREY’S POND BOAT YARD * 

APBY 12-14' CAT BOATS 

Sailing Instruction 

Hauling and Storage 

Boat Brokerage 

Mooring Rentals 

Boat Building Classes 

Rhodes 19 & Mariner Dealer 

ARNO Day SKIFFS 

P.O. Box 222 
43 Arey’s Lane, off Route 28 
South Orleans, MA 02662 

(508) 255-0994 



Hadden & Stevens 

Specialists in Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

HCR 32, Box 301, Small Pt. ME 04567 (207)389-1 794/737-4143 

"THE AMESBURY SKIFE... THE BEST SMALL ROWBOAT, 
gee 

ee Fry, ~sgemmmat iawn 
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$4 INFO | 13'6" aa ~ 

NORTH RIVER BOATWORKS 
6B Elm St., Albany, NY 12202 518-434-4414 

seer corm eeeeen a ae ee 

SWAMP YANKEE BOATS 
Plans, Stencils, Kits, Boats 

Plans & Instructions for Solo Canoe 

$15.00 

Robert W. Sparks 

36 Soundview Hgts. 
Brantord, CT 

(203) 488-5932 06405 

DENNIS DAVIS DESIGNS | 
A range of thirteen small craft featuring the | 
unique DK method of round bilge construction, | 
or the well-proven stitch-and-tape method. Only 
two 8'x4'sheets of ply required foreach boat and { 
no moulds, jigs or lofting! Twodollar bills bring | 
our illustrated leaflet. 

9 Great Burrow Rise, Northam, 

Bideford, Devon EX39 1TB ENGLAND 

a portagable, sieep-aboard 
cruiser jor two! 

The 40 pound hull and 6 foot sleeping deck 
make Loonfeather an easily portagable 

floating campsite any place you drop anchor. 

Plans $50 Study plans $4. 
Plans include super clear illustrated instructions, and 

full sized patterns for easy stitch and glue construction 

THOMSON SMALLBOATS 
Box 670, Vestal NY. 13851 

Designs - Plans 
K ite 

Build A Clancy 
Here is a fast, safe sailboat, ideal for 

PHIL GREEN DESIGNS 
Open canoe & kayak plans for home 
builders. Innovative ultra-light designs 
in ply/epoxy. Write to: 

PHIL GREEN DESIGNS 
2 Keep Cottages, Berry Pomeroy, 
Totnes, Devon TQ96LH, England 

sail training, youth programs and 

designed for the non-boatbuilder. 

Order the easy-to-follow instruction 

book Build a Clancy today for only 

$15.00. Order the 

Builders Package 

, with major compo- 
\ 

WEE PUNKIN 

* nents drawn for 
q 

\ you. 
4, 

We ship any- 

where. 

Write or call 

for more FREE 

information. 

"Wee Punkin” has traditional good looks, is fun 
to build from inexpensive materials, and her 
performance will delight you. Innovative foam 
core deck and ample flotation make her extra 
safe and comfortable. She is ideal for children 
if they can get her away from dad. Truly a 
breakthrough in small boat design. Hit of the 
Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. No 
lofting. Plans with full size station patterns and 

detailed instructions. $36. SASE for more info. 

GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 
Rt. 1, Box 75, Collbran, CO 81624 

1-800-228-4691-dept.M 
1019 3rd Street - Anacortes, WA 98221 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder from 
10' launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32' blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog defining 
specs, plans, contents, prices, etc. 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on small boat 
designs written through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A.,considered by many to have been one of 
the outstanding marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $1 per page. All articles include 
line drawings, offsets, etc. that you can use. Send $2 for catalog listing 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD, WAYZATA, MN 55391 (612) 473-2360 

25 



THE SIMMONS 

Classics of the North Carolina coast 

from the sounds to the Gulf Stream. — Sea-Skiff 18 Sea-Skiff 20 Sea-Skiff 22 ep-aboard, car-top 
9 : ; ictured twice the size 20% bi th cruiser for two! Rene Se oe ae pb a bs bree out spies om bigger an 

The 5'2"beam (on11'3"LOA) gives room Ow power leh pain pie Mist ae a aad 10" draft #216" x 8'3" 
nd hh for doy-sig fou ceno ty | ER or sleeping two safely. And it dosen’t A ; *cabin versions 

seem to affect performance at all. 

Plans $50 Study plans $4 
Hor inde super clear illustrated instructions, and 

full sized patterns for ensy stitch and glue construction 

THOMSON SMALLBOATS 
Box 670, Vestal NY. 13851 

Information packet - $1 
eee] sketched 

¢Plans - $45 US 

Cape Fear Museum Associates « 814 Market St. - Wilmington, NC 28401 + 910-341-4350 

Save Time, Save Money 
with the Best Boat Plans Available. ... 

There are lots of boat plans available —but ours are the best value. Many potential 

builders are turned off when they see what is available from our competitors. It's 

not that they aren't good plans, but you have to be a professional boatbuilder to 

use them. Ask these questions before buying a set of boat plans: 

Do the plans require lofting? Ours don't. We supply patterns with every set. 

Do the sellers know the plans they are selling, or are they brokers? We know 

our plans; we designed them all. 

Do they offer help if you have a problem? We do. We answer questions every 

day by phone and letter. 

More people bui/d boats from GLEN-L plans, patterns, and kits than from any other 

source. We take pride in our product, we are not selling our persona, we are 

selling a product that you can work with, at a price that you can afford. 

SEND $5 TODAY for our 168 page BOOK of BOAT DESIGNS with FREE boatuilding 

supplies catalog. 
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@)s kits of glued plywood lapstrake construction are the most /4qhps 
complete and easiest to build because we preassemble each SWZ } 

LZ one. Have it all; beautiful lines, easy construction, and low cost. >! LZ 
Ce SHELL BOATS ° > 

ke K 
The Shell Boats Fleet 10th Anniversary Catalog 

= now available, describes all of our 
designs, including the new Clipper 15 
and 17 Trimarans. 

ESL @ Designs by Platt Monfort 

STUDY PLANS BOOK $5.95 
Large Scale Lines Drawings...23 Designs 

Pulling boats - Whitehalls - Canoes - Kayaks 

The exclusive source of PLANS for these tough, Dacron Price: $5.00 refundable 

covered, light weight, Kevlar reinforced, wood frame boats Plans/Kits for: 

Low cost PARTIAL KITS provide the unique materials. os S high eae ee: 

|| de ee 

; Swifty U2 /eversrercscqenssens 
Wood required: purchase locally - cut it yourself. Swifty 15 vcateeoseacces $60/$1,650 

Great Blue Heron 19’...$80/$4, 100 

Many other designs available. 

Two-hour video........ $23 Visa/MC 

R.D.2 Box 289C St. Albans VT 05478 (802) 524-9645 

VIDEO 
70 Minutes of the Monfort Associates 
latest techniques RR 2 Box 416MA Wiscasset, ME 04578 

$19.95 PPD ee ae 

C O VM O N S = N S E DE S j G N S Easy plywood/epoxy construction, 

THE WORLD'S BEST CRUISERS FOR HOMEBUILDERS! for the first time builder. 
OLDSHOE « MICRO MICRO TRAWLER 

12’, PLANS $50.00 15'4", PLANS $75.00 14'6", PLANS $75.00 

_ LONG MICRO 
19'6", PLANS $95.00 

| 3 'ma__11765 SW EBBERTS CT, BEAVERTON, OR 97005 
Catalog of these and 46other Bolger designs $10.00, $12.00 outside U.S. +$2.00 for airmail. CREDIT CARD ORDERS PHONE OR FAX (503) 524-8264 
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Rep/Warre CEDAR STRIPS 
1/4"x3/4" Cove & Bead 
Top Quality Clear 

8,10 & 12 Ft. Lengths 

Canoe Kits 

tte NEWFOUND 
WOODWORKS in. 
(603) 744-6872 

RFD #2 Box 850 - Bristol, NH 03222 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
We have the old Atlas Co. machines. Pure 
hard drawn copper. Just the thing for lapstrake 
canoes, skiffs, dories. 3 diameters, 1/16”, 
3/32", 1/8". 10 sizes, 3/4" - 1-1/4". 

Send $1 for sample packet and info, 
STRAWBERRY BANKE, INC. 

P.O. Box 300 MB, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

Small Craft Sails 
GAFF, GUNTER, LUG, SPRIT, ETC. 

AERODYNAMIC DESIGNS IN 

WHITE, TANBARK OR EGYPTIAN DACRON 

DALBLER SAILS 
P,0.B0X 235, RT. 1020, WICOMICO CHURCH, VA. 22579 

(804)580-8723 FAX: (804) 453-5745 

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 

Flitches 4/4, 5/4, 6/4 thick to 16! 

long. Some other sizes and grades 

available. Limited quantity, all 
rough sawn. Call or write for info. 

J.D. ENGLAND CO. 
HCR Box 337, Urbanna, VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

Bey HON) 
RFD 1 Box 592 

Hartland, ME 04943 

(207) 938-2380 

Hackmatack/Tamarack/Larch 

Knees & Lags 
Try Our Hackmatacks 

Kiln Dried Boat Lumber 

Mast Hoops 
Mast Hoop Fasteners @ 
Sail Hanks @ Parrel Beads 
@ Wood Cleats ¢ Wood 
Shell Blocks @ Deadeyes 
@ Belaying Pins © 
Bullseyes @ Custom Bronze 
Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc 
Lane's End 
Newbury, MA 01950 

(508) 462-7409 
Custom wooden boats. mast hoops 

authenty nautical hermshongs 

OKOUME ¢ SAPELE « TEAK 

MARINE PLYWOOD 
Hardwood Plywood 

Hardwood Lumber 

1 (800) 899-1664 
We Ship Anywhere! 

MAINE COAST 
LUMBER 
35 Birch Hill Road 

York, ME 03909 

Supplies 
Materials 

Sivanenie ne 
FASTENERS 

Boatbuilding And Woodworking 

Supplies 

800-423-0030 
Fax 800-423-0542 

US & CANADA 
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Ort's Island Boat Works 

AUTHORIZED 
DEALER 

9-170 HP DIESELS 

FULL PARTS INVENTORY 

EXPERT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Rt. 24, Box 731 Orr's Island, ME 04066 | (800) 339-6777 (207) 833-5852 

If you are building, restoring, or repairing, 

send for a free copy of Jamestown 

Distributors' catalog. This is a thorough 

catalog filled with marine grade fasteners 

in stainless steel, silicon bronze, brass and 

hot dipped galvanized as well as marine 

hardware, finishes, glues, resins, and tools. 

JAMESTOWN, BEAUFORT, 
RHODE ISLAND SOUTH CAROLINA 
28 Narragansett Ave. Hwy 17 & 21, 

P.O. Box 348 Gardens Corner 

Rt. 1 Box 375 

Jamestown, RI 02835 Seabrook, SC 29940 

Local 401-423-2520 Local 803-846-9500 

Fax 401-423-0542 Fax 803-846-9005 D.P. Cooper Boat Building Inc, 
RR1 Box 267 

Hartland, Vermont 05048 
(802) 436-2640 Wood Canoe 

i Hardware 

TS 
SS See Saas ARARASTATRRANS <a yy 

CANOE HARDWARE: !/2", "16", in" A 
canoe tacks; a" oval brass stem bands; 

clenching irons, '/i6" bronze carriage 
bolts; canoe plans; clear white cedar. 
Price list available. NORTHWOODS 
CANOE SHOP, RFD #3, Box 118—2A, 
Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426. 

POLYESTER RESIN 
5 Gal. Pain 1 Gal. 4 or more 20 or more 4 pails or more 
$70.00 ea. $15.50 ca. $14.50 ea. $14.00 ea. $67.50 ea. 

FIBERGLASS = WIDE SELECTION BY THE YARD OR ROLL - FOR EXAMPLE 

Mat 1-J/2 oz. 38" - $2/yd @ Roving 24 oz. 38” - $3/yd. @ Cloth 10 oz. 38” - $4.05/yd 

SILICON BRONZE WOOD SCREWS - MANY SIZES FROM 3/4X8 AT $4.80 TO 3X16 AT $40.50 
ALSO STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS AND BRONZE RING NAILS 

SAILMAKERS 
¥* 

Cotton and Dacron Sails 
STANDING AND RUNNING RIGGING 

(207) 236-3561 
16 Limerock Street, Camden, 

Maine 04843 

(With Catalyst) 
Finest Quality - Always Fresh 

GLOUCESTER PAINTS - THE COMPLETE LINE AT 40% & 50% OFF LIST PRICE 
SYSTEM THREE EPOXY RESINS 

MERTON'S FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 399, E. Longmeadow, MA 91028 

Tel (413) 736-0348 To Order Call Toll Free 1 (800) 333-0314 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST - WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN USA 

= ) 

! -COD 

aT 



B ol ger Outboard Runabout with its bow faired up to the deck was sup- 
16'0" x 6'6" posed to be both prettier and closer to 

a A young Florida boatbuilder had me foolproof in high-speed turns than the 

On Des ign make this cartoon with the idea of having usual vee bottom. The project went as far 
a boat designed that would show off his as a larger-scale and more detailed prelimi- 
skill at cold-molding. The round-bilge hull nary study, but stopped there. 

Boat Design 
Sia Mike O’Brien’s 

Boat Design Quarterly 
Designs for paddle, oar, power, and sail — 
including hull lines never before published. 

From the boards of Atkin, Benford, Bolger, 
Chapelle, Gillmer, Stambaugh, Stephens, and 
other leading designers. 

Subscriptions — $24 (four issues) 
BDQ, P.O. Box 98, Brooklin, ME 04616 

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE SEA KAYAKS 
ES EC trogen ore eeemererser ce ae 

NAIAD ¢ REIVER By Derek Hutchinson e LEGEND ¢ VYNECK By Nigel Foster 
FEATHERCRAFT « VISION SKI * DAGGER * AQUATERRA # LENDAL PADDLES 

Extensive Selection of Paddling Accessories 

‘WE SHIP ANYWHERE’ 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

Sea Kayaking Instruction & B.C.U. Ratings 
Instruction by 

DEREK HUTCHINSON NIGEL FOSTER 
BCU SENIOR C AGH BCU COACH 

A 3 ER DA KAYAK Dt *SIGNE R 

March 17, 18, 19, 1995 
58 FORE STREET * PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 

HOURS: 10-4 FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 10-4 SUNDAY 

Come and see the finest wood and 

fiberglass in the Northeast! Come meet 

the builders. Sail, power, canoes, kayaks, 

and skiffs will all be displayed. 

Hosted by PORTLAND YACHT SERVICES 

¢ 207-774-1067¢ 

ons - Crcumnavigated Iceiand € 

Aieutiarr Islands - Sea of Cortez ) Strait - Coast of Labrador 

Instruction for the novice or experienced paddler 
Learn basic strokes - advanced strokes - techniques and rescues 

Learn Sea Kayaking With The Best! 
Call For information 

407-575-4530 P.O.BOX 4530 TEQUESTA, FL 33469-9530 
Located at Blowing Rocks Marina, 18487 S E. Federal Hwy.. Tequesta. Florida 



Classified Marketplace 
BOATS FOR SALE 

17' Dirigo Kayak, w/paddle, sprayskirt, cockpit 
cover, spinnaker sail. All exc cond. $1,500. 
FORREST DILLON, Freeport, ME, (207) 865-3998. 
(17) 

Herreshoff Prudence FG Hull & Deck. Free to a 
not-for-profit organization, delivery can be arranged. 
JIM TOMKINS, 2783 W. River Rd., Grand Island, 
NY 14072, (716) 773-5268. (17) 

26' 1963 Owens Cabin Skiff, mahogany plywood 
construction. Hull vy sound, nds engine. All original 
hrdwre. $800 as is. 
TOM WILLIAMS, Chesapeake Bay, (410) 778-6474. 
(17) 

23' 1946 Chris Craft Express Hull Only, gd poten- 
tial. $500 OBO. 
B.T. SHRADER, 9440 Hume Ln NE, Bremerton, WA 
98311, (206) 692-9489. (17) 

21' Florida Bay Hen, cat-ketch rig, nicely equipped 
w/Shp Tohatsu OB in well, hvy duty tilt trir, Danforth 
anchors, cockpit cushions, lights & fan in cabin, spa- 
cious cockpit, teak trim. Grt shoal draft camper -cruiser. 
All exc cond. $4,800. 
TOM HUTTON, Lantana, FL, (407) 585-8648. (17) 

Sunfish, new, still boxed, older stock, compl, $1,875. 
Saroca, new, row-paddle-sail package, $2,395. Hun- 
dreds of canoes. 
FERNALD’S, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951, (508) 
465-0312. (17) 

16-1/2' Sealoution Sea Kayak, kevlar, yellow deck 
over white hull, expedition outfitted w/lg rudder & 
32 sq ft BOSS sail rig, spray skirt, cover, bilge pump, 
Werner 220cm take apart paddle, leash, paddle float. 
Used 6 times, lovingly cared for. Lot $2,000 firm. 
MARK WILLIAMS, (804) 626-3319. (17) 

8' Lark Dory, mahogany trim, plywood/epoxy constr, 
bronze fastened. Oars incl. $250. 
JOHN CHANDLER, Box 2656, S. Hamilton, MA 
01982, (508) 468-2872. (17) 

15' Double End Launch, FG hull w/wood decks & 
seats, no engine, gd trlr. $1,200 or will trade for ?? 4 
Cyl Gray Marine Engine, $300 or trade for guns. 
Roy Royal, Columbus, MI, (810) 727-7320. (17) 

16' Koeck Kat, professionally blt deck boat/catama- 
ran. WEST System throughout, fast, stable, unsink- 
able family party, camping, fishing boat. Dealer fresh 
rblt Evinrude 70hp motor, custom galv trlr. Have 
$7,500 in receipts, will sell for $4,500, or $2,500 less 
motor. 
CHARLIE AKERS, Orlando, FL, (407) 658-0622. 
(17) 

10' Dyer “Flier” Sailing Dinghy, trade for open skiff 
or dinghy w/sail rig or small motor. 
DAVE TURA, Groton, CT, (203) 536-0308. (17P) 

12' Flat Bottom Kayak, for protected bays & sounds, 
3mm ply, Itwt but strong, $250. 15' Rowing Skiff, 3 
stations, cedar on oak, traditional, pretty , stable, $350. 
26' Chris Craft Sea Skiff, '57, cuddy cabin, twin 6 
cyl Model K engines. Sound hull, in water, nds en- 
gine work, $400. 
NICHOLAS CHIEPP, New Haven, CT, (203) 777- 
2218. (18) 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING INFORMATION: 
Classified ads are FREE TO SUBSCRIBERS 

for personally owned boat related items. Each ad will 
automatically appear in two consecutive issues. Fur - 
ther publication of any ad may be had on request. 

A one-time charge of $8 will be made for any 
photograph included with any ad to cover the cost to 
us of the necessary halftone. For return of photo fol- 
lowing publication include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope. 

Non-subscribers and commercial businesses 
may purchase classified ads at $.25 per word per is- 
sue. To assure accuracy please type or print clearly 
your ad copy. Mail to “Boats”, 29 Burley St., Wenham, 
MA, 01984. Please no telephoned ads. 

(Starting with the August 1, 1994 issue, I have 
revised the ad format by using bold print for each 
boat/item advertised to better highlight them for ease 
of locating your needs.) 

ES 

14' Beachcomber Bateau, sail/row/paddle, NOS, 
$1,495. 12' Gazelle Sabago Boat, sail/row, disc 
model, new, $1,195. 12.5' Aquacat, new ’93, list 
$2,495, sell $1,995/BO/trades. Aqua Finn, new ’93, 
easy fix hull damage, all else perfect, list $1,795, sell 
$999. Wood Pussy Masts, Booms, Sails, sell or trade. 
Sails, Spinnakers, Rigging Parts, many «thers for 
8'-20' boats. 
CAPE ANN SMALL CRAFT, Gloucester, MA, (508) 
281-6530. (18) 

26' Sailmaster Sloop, September Song. Interior re- 
designed & blt for extended cruising. Atomic 4 in exc 
cond, roller furling, tiller pilot, cradle, trir. 
FREDERICK SMITH, Worton, MD, (410) 348-2151, 
(18) 

13' Chrysler Privateer; FG day-sailer w/full liner- 
flotation chamber; suit 2 crew up to about 350|bs to- 
tal. Exc cond sails as new; main has one jif fy reef; 
mahogany dagger board, FG kick-up rudder; s/s rig- 
ging; acrylic rain cover; tilt-launch trir w/all-new wir - 
ing and lights. $1000 or trade for gd Model 170 or 
newer Seagull OB. 
ROB ALLAN, 7044 Justine Dr., Malton ON L4T IM3, 
Canada, (905) 676-8880, Fax (905) 676-8878. (18) 
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18-1/2' Maine Guide Canoe, blt 32, well cared for, 
gd shape, make offer. 
MIKE FORNEY, Chestertown, MD, (410) 778-2455. 
(18P) 

18-1/2' Cape Dory Typhoon, ’78 Weekender model, 
exc Bristol cond, ’85 Awlgripped topsides, ’86 4hp 
Mariner OB, roller furling genoa, single line reefing 
main, cruising & reaching spinnakers, alum trlr , com- 
pass, Danforth anchor, full cushions, fenders, etc. 
$4,750 OBO. 
RICHARD BERMAN, Portland, ME, (207) 772-3225 
days, (207) 799-6412 eves. (18) 

Sunfish, brand new in box, $1,400. List is $2,195. 
CHUCK FLETT, Knoxville, TN, (615) 690-6416. (18) 

11’6" Classic Columbia Sailing Yacht Tender, cus- 
tom bit, exquisite detail & quality. Fully equipped incl 
trir. $4,500 takes her. 
JIM DOOLEY, Marshfield, MA, (617) 834-2979. 
(19P) 

23' Christian Carpentar Cruising Sailboat, w/trlr 
& OB. Trade for help bldg modest cottage in western 
NC. 
KEN PAGANS, Corpus Christi, TX, (512) 949-9386. 
(21) 

23' Rob Roy Canoe Yawl, rare classic, exc cond. 
Brewer designed. Dk grn FG hull, CB, tabernacle 
mast, gunter rig, 5 tanbark sails, roller furling, bronze 
portholes, teak trim in/out, head w/holding tank, speed/ 
depth/log, dual axle trir w/uprights, Shp Nissan in well. 
Shoal draft easy single-hander, slps 2. $15,000. 
MARTIN BASSANI, 3109 Palm Dr., Delray Beach, 
FL 33483, (407) 734-0402. (TF) 

BOATS WANTED 

7'-9' Dinghy, for use as tender. Wood clinker bit, 
sound, lightweight. 
ED GALLEGHER, Newburgh, NY, (800) 624-4217 
Ext 302, bus hrs only. (17) 

West Wight Potter, Pelican, Super Pelican. In Fl 
area, 
STAN FORREST, 7107 Mintwood Ct., Tampa, FL 
33615, (813) 885-0255. (17) 

Alden Single Shell, in gd to exc cond. 
ALBERT HABERLE, Noank, CT, (203) 536-6656. 

(17) 

18' Workboat, flat-bottom ply in restorable cond, to 
take 35-SOhp OB. 
HARRIS TIBBETTS, Swampscott, MA, (617) 592- 
5121. (18) 

Alcort Flying Fish, LOA 14’, beam 5’8". Chrysler 
Pirateer, LOA 13', Beam 5’6". In any cond w/wo/ 
spars & sails. Detailed descriptions please. 
ALFRED CURRAN, 119 Sefton Dr., New Britain, 
CT 06053. (18) 

25' Tancook Whaler or 29' Beetle Whaleboat. 
MIKE FALVEY, Box 264, Gustavus, AK 99826. 

GEAR FOR SALE 

Kohler 4cyl 12hp Water Cooled Engine, w/radiator 
& base. From generator rig. Flywheel & generator 
missing. Head off, inside lks clean, gd mechanic can 
overhaul, convert to launch engine. Book on small 
car engine conversions incl. $50. 
BOB WHITTIER, Box T, Duxbury, MA 02331, Fax 
only (617) 934-1392. (17) 

Universal Utility Engine, 4 cyl gas, 61. Ran when 
pulled from boat. $250. 
PAUL MURRAY, 99 Wildwood Rd., Storrs, CT 
06268, (203) 429-1661. (17) 

Electric Trolling Motor, Sears 30# thrust, $35. OB 
Bracket Gunwale Clamps, for canoe, bronze & alu- 
minum, $10. 
STEPHEN PAGE, 372 Gov. Chitt. Rd., Williston, VT 
05695, (802) 878-6529. (17) 29 



Steering Wheel & Gear to replace tiller, also fits 30' 
Pearson sloop. $250. Scripps Engine, 6 cyl, 158hp, 
twin updraft carbs. $250. 
R.K. WILMES, 120 Warner Rd., E. Haddam, CT 
06423, (203) 873-1051. (17) 

1994 Tohatsu 3.5hp Long Shaft OB, about 8hrs. Exc 
cond, $450. 
PHIL GARLAND, Barrington, RI, (401) 245-6156 
eves. (17) 

Jib, well made, gd cond, Egypt cotton, olive color, 
set flying, rope tabling on luff & foot, w/sheets, luff 
102", leech 93", foot 48", $5 plus UPS. Mainsail, well 
made, gd cond, Egypt cotton, olive color, rope tabling 
& sail slides on foot & luff, 1 set reef points, luff 170", 
leach 235", foot 156". $15 plus UPS. Jib, light sail- 
cloth, white, cut from top of mainsail, set flying, used 
as off the wind genny, rope tabling on luff, luff 164", 
leach 160", foot 122". $5 plus UPS. 
J.W. SIMS, RR1 5095D, Camden, ME 04843, (207) 
236-0652. (17) 

Signal Flags, full size 36"x 28" w/brass hrdwre: A, F, 
H, J, K, L, desig 3, desig PORT PENNANT: Code & 
Ans $6 ea incl shipping. 
J.W. Sims, RR 1 5095D, Camden, ME 04843, (207) 
236-0652, (17) 

Cottage, for rent, 2 rm yr round, waterfront on the 
Thames River in Gales Ferry, CT. $400/mo, security 
& references required. 
RAYMOND GRADY, Gales Ferry, CT, (203) 464- 
7295. (17) 

Evinrude OB, 4.5hp, exc, $320. 
ALBERT HABERLE, Noank, CT, (203) 536-6656. 

(18) 

Lobster Pots, used rectangular wooden for decora- 
tive purposes only, $30 ea. Mushroom Anchors, used 
100-150lbs. 
HOLT VIBBER, 5 Soljer Dr., Waterford, CT 06385. 

(18) 
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And Our CoffeeMugs Are a Great Prescription! 
Light gray with maroon and black design on both 
sides. Microwave, dishwasher safe. $7.50 ea. plus $4 
S&H. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. Send check or 
money order to: 
NAUTICAL NICETIES, 6504 West Shady Side Rd., 
Shady Side, MD 20764, (410) 867-4901. (20P) 

British Seagull Parts & Service. Many in-stock items 
are discounted. Please send FULL Serial Number/let- 
ter code from R/H side of crankcase when ordering. 
ROB ALLAN, 7044 Justine Dr., Malton ON L4T 
IM3, Canada, (905) 676-8880; Fax (905) 676-8878. 
(TFP) 
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T-SHIRTS featuring illustration and quotation 
from "The Wind in the Willows". Heavyweight 
100% cotton, natural color. Short sleeve 
$15.50. Long sleeve $21.00. 50/50 gray 
sweatshirt $25.50. M, L, XL. Shipping $3.50. 
DESIGN WORKS, Dept MC, Box 880, Silver Spring, 

CHETLAND J SIXAREEN 
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Tue Unst Boat HAVEN « SHETLAND ISLANDS: SCOTLAND 

A TRULY AUTHENTIC BOAT T-SHIRT! As fea- 
tured in Wooden Boat. Scotland’s 19th Century Shet- 
land Sixareen Crew reproduced on natural 100% 
heavyweight cotton. $16 L&XL, $18 XXL. Add $3.75 
S&H. 1995 rower’s catalog includes apparel, posters, 
mugs & more, $2. 
WATERMARK, P.O. Box 2732S, Kennebunkport, 
ME 04046. (TFP) 

GEAR WANTED 

Short Shaft OB, 2-3hp in gd cond, esp Honda. 
STEPHEN PAGE, 372 Gov. Chitt. Rd., Williston, VT 
05695, (802) 878-6529. (17) 

Small Sail for 10' Ensign Dinghy. Any nylon or dacron 
sail in gd cond w/12' luff & 7" foot at a reasonable 
price should be suitable. 
BOB GROESCHNER, Norwalk, CT, (203)847-8726. 
(17) 

35 Ib CQR & 50-60 Ib Fisherman Anchors. 
PAUL MURRAY, 99 Wildwood Rd., Storrs, CT 
06258. (17) 

Source for O’Day Daysailer Rubber Rub Rail & 
hinged tabernacle for converting one-piece mast into 
two-piece mast. 
R. ARCHIBALD, Grapevine, TX, (817) 488-2366. 

(17) 

BOOKS & PLANS FOR SALE 

F-25A Study Plans for half price, $50. Norwalk 
Sound 23' Sharpie Plans, half price at $55. 
STEPHEN PAGE, 372 Gov. Chitt. Rd., Williston, VT 
05695, (802) 878-6529. (17) 

Marine Supply Co. Catalogs, 5' high stack, about 
110 pcs, mostly 1960-80 period. $100. Buyer pickup. 
BOB WHITTIER, Box T, Duxbury, MA 02331, Fax 
only (617) 934-1392. (17) 

Birdwatcher Plans, & Payson “How To...” book, $45. 
Glen-L PBK 28 Kayak Plans, skin on framework 
single, $20. Plans unused, boats never blt. Messing 
About in Boats, April 15,’90 to current, mostly com- 
plete, $20. 
CHRIS LANSING, Falls Church, VA, (703) 506- 
4317. (17) 

San Francisco Pelican 12' Dory Pram. Pelican 
pocket cruisers 16' & 18'. Plywood. 3-in-1 Plans Pack- 
age $56. 
M. SHORT, 203 Hawthorne Ave., Larkspur, CA 
94939, (415) 924-0685. (17P) 

Messing About in Boats, back issues: Vol 8 #6; Vol 9 
#8, #15, #18, #21; Vol 10 #24; Vol 11 #1-5, 14-24; 
Vol 12 #1-14; plus couple of duplicates. 38 issues to- 
tal, $15 +$3 postage, or trade for RR timetables ’55 
or older. 
RICHARD SIMS, 93 Union Rd., Northfield, NH 
03276, (603) 934-4021. (18) 

Wooden Canoe, back issues: #40-66, exc cond, not 
musty. $50 set. 
RICHARD SIMS, 93 Union Rd., Northfield, NH 
03276, (603) 934-4021. (18) 

Small Boat Journal, back issues: #34-72 (missing #55 
& #65) plus 5 Boat Journal. $25 plus shipping (abt 
20lbs). 
PAT GIORDANO, Olive Bridge, NY, (914) 657-2889. 

(18) 

Fine Woodworking, back issues:#1-100, $280 OBO 
plus shipping. 
JOHN ERNST, Rochester, NY, (716) 225-9072. (18) 

Outboard Skippers, improve your skills & discover 
the tremendous possibilities of boats under 20' in 
length. The Outboard Boater's Handbook covers all 
aspects of these amazing boats. Edited by Dave 
Getchell, Sr., founding editor of the Small Boat Jour- 
nal. A great Christams present. Send $21.50, incl 
S&H. 
D.R. GETCHELL, RR 1 Box 3355, Appleton, ME 
04862. (TF) 

Old Boat & Outboard Motor Sales Brochures, and 
pre-1960 boating magazines. 
NAT HAMMOND, 672 E. Campville Rd., Endicott, 
NY 13760, (607) 754-3126 eves. (3P) 

“Sleeper”, 7°10" cartoppable sailing cruiser. Slps 2 
below deck. Info $3. Plans $17 (my cost). You send 
me $20 more if you use them. 
EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, CA 
94912. (9/95P) 

Boatbuilding Articles. Copies of articles from old 
boatbuilding manuals. It is possible to build a boat 
from most of these articles. $4 for list of hundreds. 
E.G. RAGSDALE, P.O. Box 153, Florence, OR 
97439, (503) 997-7818. (TF) 

“Canoeing Journals of James S. Cawley, 1915- 
1919”, available in paperback. Daily writings of ca- 
noeing & camping on various adventure cruises. Writ- 
ten by co-author (with wife) of “Exploring the Little 
Rivers of New Jersey”, these journals were rediscov- 
ered & now printed for the first time. $10 postpaid. 
NANCY C. JEROME, RFD #1 Box 202A, Waitsfield, 
VT 05673. (TF) 

Classic Moth Boat Plans, available for 11' Dor 
Willey type sailboat. Qualifies for annual regatta ir 
September. Plans $25 + $3 postage. 
MUSEUM OF THE ALBEMARLE, 1116 U.S. Hw: 
17S, Elizabeth City, NC 27909, (919) 335-1453. (TFP 

Cockleshell Kayak Plans, 3 wknds & about $150 
puts you on the water. 11.5' LOA, 24 Ibs, step by step 
instructions, full sized patterns. $35. 
ERIC C. RISCH, HCR 33, Box 117, S Thomaston, 
ME 04858. (TFP) 



Fifteen Years 
And Still kayak designed for ocean touring. Classic Greenland 

lines. Simple stitch & tape construction is ideal for 
the home builder. Easy to follow plans are accompa- = 
nied by 40 pg construction manual. fe 
ROB BRYAN, P.O. Box 475, Woolwich, ME 04579- T xi im 
0475. (TFP) 

Canoe Lines, Plans, Offsets, Mold Patterns, for 12’, 
14-1/2', 16' & 18-1/2' canoes drawn for traditional 4 
beauty & versatility. Sized for either strip blt or wood/ 
canvas constr. 
FRANKLIN CEDAR CANOES, Box 175, Franklin, 
ME 04634, (207) 565-2282. (TFP) 

We Buy & Sell 

CANOES 
Wood/Canvas - Birchbark 

Any Condition 

Howard's Antiques 
(508) 768-7282 Days 

For over fifteen years, owner-built projects have relied on System 
Three Resins for products that fit a variety of applications. 

We have created products for wood and composite construction, includ- 
ing aclear penetrating epoxy sealer, water reduceable finishes, five minute 
epoxy glue, pre-mixed epoxy compounds, and the venerable T-88 
structural epoxy adhesive. 

From start to finish, no matter what your project, we've got the right 
product for you. And we'll get it to you when you need it. Call or fax 
your order before noon Pacific Time and it’s on its way to you the 
very next day. Freight to a U.S. zip code is never more than $5.00 — 

Good Little Skiff $25 Seabird Yawl $55 

New Haven Sharpie $45 Egret Sharpie $50 

Sherline Minature Lathes : , 

PI iris ide a 2h helt regardless of the size of your order. 

Pleas ant Cove Stick with System Three. For literature about any of these 
products call 1-800-333-5514. 

SMSIEM Models 
17M Potter Rd Framingham MA 01701 

SSS 

System Three Resins, Inc. * P.O. Box 70436 * Seattle, WA 98107 

STEWARTg RIVER WOOD & CANVAS CANOE CLINICS 
Weammed Building Clinic-August 21-27, 1995 

BOATWORKS Repair Clinic-June 29-July 2, 1995 

Folding Centerboards « Drop Rudders 
Small Blocks « Sailing Hardware 

Bob Lavertue & Son 
20 Treetop Ave. 
Springfield, Ma. 01118 2 218/834-5037 
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SUMMER BS 

BUILT IN GARAGES... 

..And in carports and barns and basements and home workshops. 

FEATURES Our customers build hundreds of kayaks at home every year. Some start 

with plan sets, others with our easy-to-assemble kits. 

LARGE 45 SQUARE FOOT SAIL Most of our customers don't have a lot of tools or a lot of woodworking 

COMPLETELY PORTABLE skill. Fortunately, a few simple hand tools and basic skills are enough. 

FAST RIGGING ACTION Some don't have a lot of spare time. They're glad it takes only about 60 

hours to build the boat in the photo. 

M a Ae sp gees ibe) A a 5 Are OuT Many of our customers don’t have big bank accounts, either. So our kits 

cost half as much as a plastic kayak. 

Sai ccboat Manufacture What our customers do have are kayaks that weigh half as much, are 

vad OER asses 7 stiffer and paddle better, and are a whole lot prettier than plastic kayaks. 

W t n d Prod ucts If all this sounds good to you, call for our free catalog. And get that car 

f E 
2485 Rosstown Road ah aaa 

Wellsville, PA 17365 Kayak Kits, Plans, Finished Boats, and Accessories from 

fret o (717) 432-1074 a eorong Chesapeake Light Craft, Inc. 
SEND $1 FOR BROCHURE ee 34 S. Pershing Drive @ Arlington VA 22204 @ (703) 271-8787 


