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In Our Next issue... 
Michael Vermouth reports on his 

“2nd Annual Newfound Regatta”; Frank 
Cameron chronicles his “San Juan Islands 
Row”; Jim Thayer travels “Coast to 
Coast”; Mark Steele becomes “The Seven 
Minute Helmsman”; and Bob Smithson 
provides a guide to “Boating in Central 
Oregon”. 

Edward Wieser concludes his report on 
“Building Tyler’s Tortoise” and Fred Ste- 
venson begins his story about ‘The Skiff 
Parakeet” 

Bill Foden writes an “Ode to the 
Square Pontoon’; Richard Carsen’s 
Dreamboats looks at “The Tri Bluebird 
with Hawaiian Rig”; we review the 
“Pakboats Escape Series Folding Canoes”; 
and Phil Bolger concludes his “Self Pro- 
pelled Houseboats”. 

Caleb Davis shows us “A Good Pad- 
dle”; Bob Harrington details “Modifying 
the Appledore Pod”; and Robb White pres- 
ents the World War II “Storm Boat Motor”. 

On the Cover... 
The Chebacco boat Lewis H. Story 

about to go down the ways at the Essex 
Shipbuilding Museum in Essex, Massa- 
chusetts. More photos and our report are 
featured in this issue. 
Pe 

Commentary... 
In this issue I have again brought you 

news of a launching in the small old Mas- 
sachusetts town of Essex, nearby to our 
home and thus so very convenient for me 
to drop by for such occasions. A little over 
a year ago I did a feature on the launching 
there of the 65’ schooner Thomas B. Lan- 
non. Going back further I have attended 
launchings of various smaller boats by the 
Burnham family, and also the coming 
ashore of the old Gloucester schooner 
Evelina Goulart. 

A couple of major magnets for my re- 
turning time and again to Essex are the Es- 
sex Shipbuilding Museum and_ Harold 
Burnham. Both the museum and the youth- 
ful builder are pretty small scale in today’s 
wooden boat preservation and replication 
scene, which I find comfortable. But, they 
also both are what remains today of what 
was once the biggest little shipbuilding 
industry in the nation. The museum is the 
repository of much of the history of those 
bygone days, and Harold Burnham is the 
living embodiment of those builders of 
yore. 

The museum is tiny, for years housed 
in an old school building, within which 
curator Jim Witham put together a truly 
impressive display of how Essex built all 
those Gloucestermen fishing schooners, 
using tools and other artifacts, and dio- 
ramas in the small building. A few years 
ago in a breathaking display of daring for 
so small a volunteer run museum, they 

bought the old Story Shipyard from the 
last of the long line of Storys to have built 
wooden ships there, Dana Story. Today the 
museum runs various programs in the for- 
mer boatsheds there and the Goulart sits 
over in back looming over everything. 

Across the tidal creek from the Ship- 
yard, at the head of navigation on the tidal 
Essex River, the Burnham family has 
owned waterfront property for more gen- 
erations than today’s generations can re- 
call. The latest of these boatbuilding 
Burnhams, Harold, has his own boatshop 
on that piece of land, with a dock and a 
sort of slipway over which he retrieves and 
relaunches various of the boatbuilding 
projects he undertakes. Harold has often 
been written about on these pages, for he 
is the living embodiment of what those 
bygone shipbuilders must have been. He 
has been building and repairing boats all 
his life and now at 31 has emerged in the 
area as the major shipbuilder in the tradi- 
tional manner. 

The museum decided it wanted its own 
“tall ship” and plunged headlong into an- 
other breathtaking financial undertaking, 
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the recreation of the locally historic Che- 
bacco boat, a predecessor of the famed 
Gloucester fishing schooners, that was in 
use fishing on the Massachusetts north 
shore in the early 1800’s. It was to be a 
modest tall ship, befitting the scale of the 
tiny museum, but even so the budget 

swelled to around $200,000 by the time it 
was on its way to becoming a reality. 

To have it built they turned to Harold 
Burnham. Harold’s efforts in 1997 in de- 
signing and building Tom Ellis’ schooner, 
the Thomas B. Lannon, which Tom now 
operates in season as a tourist attraction in 
Gloucester, resulted in a beautiful schooner 
that sails beautifully. When early concepts 
of scaling down an original fishing 
schooner built in Essex developed all sorts 
of design problems, Harold undertook to 
redesign the boat and then went on to build 
jibe 

Now the Chebacco boat, at 35’ half 
the length and quarter the volume of the 
Lannon, was the biggest boat that Harold 
could build in one winter with the volun- 
teer labor he’d have to rely on. But it was 
not a small project, for historical informa- 
tion was thin on the water for the type and 
Harold had to do a lot of research up front 
to determine just how this boat was to ap- 
pear and be built. There was precious little 
to be found, Harold even used eyeball ex- 
amination of the boats as they appeared in 
the Fitzhugh Lane paintings of the era for 
guidance. 

And so, as I watched Harold in the fi- 
nal moments before he launched the Lewis 
B. Story, | had much of this in my mind. 
He was about to launch this boat the way 
the schooner builders had done it, over on 
her bilge to lessen her draft when she hit 
the shallow river. He’d never done it be- 
fore. Well, he’d never seen a Chebacco 
type boat before, who had since the last of 
the orginals so long ago? That didn’t stop 

him from building one. So now Harold 
pressed on undeterred, and when the boat 
poised motionless at the top of the launch- 
ing rails free of all restraint, and then 
swooped down the rails as gracefully as a 
swan, my admiration for this young man’s 
ability and tenacity of purpose manifested 
itself, as I joined along with the hundreds 
who had gathered for this moment in the 
cheering and applause. 

It’s a small boat for a small museum 
ina small old New England town. But the 
whole effort was, to me, a reminder of how 
this nation was built by those who came 
before us. They looked at what had to be 
done and just did it. 



Give 
Christmas Gift 
Subscriptions 
to your friends 
who mess about 
in boats... 

It’s a gift that keeps on 
coming, twice a month all 
through the year! 

To order, complete as many 
of the order forms at the right as 
you need (or copies of them) and 
send them to us at the address 
below with your check for $24 
($36 for Canadian or overseas) 
for each gift subscription order. 
We do not accept credit card or- 
ders. 

We will mail out gift 
announcement cards in time 
for Christmas delivery if we 
have your order in our hands 
no later than December 7, 
1998. If you wish we will send 
the announcement cards directly 
to you if you prefer to personally 
deliver them. 
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begin with the January 1, 1999 
issue unless you specify other- 
wise. 

Albom 

BOATS 
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984-1943 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS ORDERED BY: 

NAME: 

MAIL ADDRESS: 

CITY: Me eee eee SFE 

CHEOHCHHHSEEHEHSEHHEHOHEOHOHOOCHHOHO OOOO EHH OCEOCEHEOOLE® 

GIFT FOR: 

NAM ee rere ene OP eee re EAE AM. SOR ey 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ——————_—-_ ZIP: 

GIFT CARD SHOULD READ FROM: 

[_] SEND GIFT ANNOUNCEMENT CARD TO ME 
e@eeeeeeoveeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeoeee eos eeneeneeoeee08 

GIFT FOR: 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CIEY: A ere LP: 

GIFT CARD SHOULD READ FROM: 

[_] SEND GIFT ANNOUNCEMENT CARD TO ME 
eeeeaeevunvevueeeevneececeovoeeevoeoeaeoeoeoeeoeoeoeeoeoeoeoeoeeeeee eee es 

GIFT FOR: 

NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
Cee 2 et tenes ne STATE ee Zp: 

GIFT CARD SHOULD READ FROM: 

[_] SEND GIFT ANNOUNCEMENT CARD TO ME 

3 



Rarely Needed...But 

One of the reassuring things about boat- 
ing today is the truth that help is available. A 
MAYDAY on Channel 16 will be answered 
by one of the Coast Guard stations scattered 
all up and down our shores. Even if all you 
have is a 5-watt hand-held, the 600+ foot 
“hi-sites” have the line-of-sight range to hear 
you, and to respond. 

The fact that makes Coast Guard radio 
so effective far out to sea is also its vulner- 
ability. Those 600+ foot radio towers can be 
knocked down by excessive winds and, espe- 
cially along our southern and Gulf coasts, “ex- 
cessive” winds from hurricanes are not un- 
known. Against this possibility, the Coast 
Guard has devised a backup system. Up and 
down the coast there is a series of low-powered 
Auxiliary “fixed land” radio stations. Since 
most of them are rated at 25 watts, their range 
is limited. But, since there is a chain of these 
small stations, messages can be passed up and 
down the coast, even if the “hi-sites” are 
knocked down. 

My station, Auxiliary Radio Echo Farms, 
is typical The set is a standard VHF marine 
radio powered by two batteries (one a backup) 
and augmented by a battery charger. Once each 
month, I participate in a network drill orga- 
nized by Coast Guard Group Ft. Macon. At 
the end of the drill, Group knows exactly 
whom it can hear “loud and clear” and each 
Auxiliary station knows whom it can contact. 

My antenna is some 65 feet above ground 
and, since mine is a tall house, is in the attic 
and somewhat protected against violent 
storms. Once ina while, our drill is interrupted 
by an active Search and Rescue case, and I 
suspect that the other Auxiliary radio opera- 

“The Old 
Ed Stories” 

By Eric P. Russell 

Small Boat 
SAFETY 

By Tom Shaw, U.S.C.G.A. 

tors are, like me, listening until the eventual, 
and almost always successful, outcome. 

Auxiliary Radio Echo Farms has been 
operational for seven years. I’m happy to re- 
port that it has never been needed. The two 
local “hi-sites” have withstood the forces of 
nature, including Fran and Bertha. But, apart 
from the monthly drills, my station has been 
on “stand-by” on a number of occasions. At 
some odd hour of the day or night I will get a 
call. It’s a signal to make sure my radio bat- 
teries are charged and to turn on the hand-held 
and clip it on my belt. My hand-held will hear 
Group Ft. Macon, although it rarely can trans- 
mit that distance so I can never be far from 
the main Auxiliary radio. 

For 12, or 24, or 36+ hours, Auxiliary 
Radio Echo Farms and dozens of others up 
and down the coast, are on watch, just in case. 

Most boaters have never heard of this 
Auxiliary radio backup network. Hopefully, 
they will never need it, but it may give an edge 
of reassurance to know that is alive and well, 
and standing by. 

The Judas Fish 

I was watching TV the other night and 
saw a commercial for a national video com- 
pany. The commercial consisted of a fisher- 
man in a rowing boat talking witha really ugly 
big fish of no identifiable species which was 
trying to talk its way out of staying caught. 
Right. 

This is not quite as farfetched as it seems. 
Fiction and fairy tales abound with talking fish. 
Even without talking, there is plenty of evi- 
dence of self interest or cooperation on the part 
of fish. Anyone who has hung around 
boatyards and marinas long enough has seen 
fish herding other fish. Several times yearly 
on summer nights those sitting on the dock, if 
they are near a light, can watch bluefish herd- 
ing a school of menhaden or other food fish 
by circling around them. Every so often, one 
of the herders will dart in and take a bite from 
one of the school. It will then return to the 
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outer circle and allow one of the others to take 
a turn. This continues until almost all of the 
school is gone. Even the pieces that float to- 
ward the surface get eaten. 

Most of the time the prey are some sort 
of rather oily fish. Fishermen have told me that 
the same sort of thing happens offshore. This 
only seems to happen when the water is rela- 
tively clean. 

One fisherman told me that the reason 
he always came home with full coolers was 
that he had a daily rendezvous with a Judas 
fish out near the B1 buoy. I had never heard of 
such a thing, but he explained that a Judas fish 
is usually a big old fish that is the maritime 
equivalent of an old rogue. They are gener- 
ally old and have trouble getting enough food 
to keep themselves reasonably healthy. This 
one came to him one time when he had spread 
chum. After a long fight, they got him aboard 

Help on the Waters 

“Flashing blue light astern,” reports the 
lookout. Auxiliary 551 slows and pulls to the 
extreme starboard side of the channel as the 
new sheriff’s patrol boat roars by, clearing the 
way for a closely following commercial tow- 
boat. 

“Should we follow?” asks an eager crew 
member. I am tempted but reality prevails. The 
controlling Coast Guard station knows my 
position. They will call me if I am needed. I 
can, however, turn on my second radio. My 
main radio, an older model, cannot “‘scan,” but 
I have a hand-held as backup. 

As expected, there is a PAN PAN mes- 
sage on Channel 16. A 21’ cruiser attempting 
to enter Carolina Inlet has lost power and is 
heading for the breakers. Clearly that’s where 
those two boats in a hurry were heading. 

We wait. We worry about that boat in dis- 
tress. Soon, although it seemed like a long, 
long time, there is a second PAN PAN cancel- 
ing the first. The tow boat got there in time. 
The danger is over The sheriff’s boat is es- 
corting both through the inlet. All that remains 
is the paperwork and the towing bill. 

I am grateful not only for the rescue but 
for the fact that, as the Coast Guard is dra- 
matically downsized, we have other law en- 
forcement vessels on the water. Ironically, the 
sheriff’s department acquired its boats in di- 
rect response to the misbehavior of a few per- 
sonal watercraft operators. I had done a Cour- 
tesy Marine Examination on that boat just two 
days before and knew she was extremely well 
founded and operated by very’ water- 
experienced deputies. 

It is unlikely that when the County Com- 
missioners voted funding for the new marine 
arm of the Sheriff’s Department they had this 
kind of incident in mind but, based on today’s 
events, those Commissioners have wrought far 
better than they knew. 

and decided that he was probably too old and 
tough to sell well for meat, so they let him go. 

After that, every time they spread chum 
near the BI, he came to them. Interestingly 
enough, there were always other fish with him, 
keeping well clear of his mouth. There was 
enough of a crowd nearly every trip to keep 
the coolers filled. This lasted through the whole 
season. When they started up the following 
spring, the old battler did not return and their 
catch was not as good as it had been the previ- 
ous year. 

This leads to questions. Who got trained? 
Did the fish lead or herd the others near the 
buoy so that the fishermen would return and 
feed him? He never again took a hook that year. 
No one else was reported to have landed one 
that big, and he was very big. Did he just starve 
to death during the winter? Not everything is 
known, even now. 



Book Review- 

Hot Showers! Maine Coast 
Lodgings for Kayakers and 

Sailors 
By Lee Bumsted 
Audenreed Press 

P.O. Box 1305 #013 
Brunswick, ME 04011 

238 pages, 1997, $ 17.95 
softcover 

Reviewed by Carolyn Gilmore 

If anticipation and planning are an inte- 
gral part of the journey, then even maybe I 
did, in my dreams, get away from the farm 
this summer. In my home turf, I have been 
known to steal a few hours here and there to 
paddle around Buzzards Bay, checking out my 
favorite clam and oyster beds, but I would also 
love to explore farther afield. 

If there are some 4,617 islands off the 
coast of Maine, certainly a lifetime of explor- 
ing beckons. With Lee Bumsted’s book, Hot 
Showers! Maine Coast Lodgings for Kayakers 
and Sailors, | planned a three-night outing, two 
nights at an island campsite and another at a 
campground owned by a lobster fisherman. 
Our trip was cut short by a storm that not only 
soaked us to the bone and terminated the 
campground’s hot showers (!) and running 
water supply, but threatened our Massachu- 
setts crop back home. We never did make it 
up the second campground last summer; I'll 
save that for another time. 

With the harvest coming, we couldn’t get 
away again, so I sent Bumsted’s book with a 
fellow kayaker up to Maine. Comparing notes, 
we concurred that the descriptions were amaz- 
ingly accurate on our sampling of seven sites: 
three campgrounds, four bed and breakfasts, 
including and very importantly, the boat ac- 
cess points. Having traveled the Maine Island 

Trail in a previous summer, we also think the 
book did justice to the topics of low impact 
island visits, island conservation, and access 
along with information about the very worthy 
organization, the Maine Island Trail Associa- 
tion. 

The book’s greatest asset is its listings. 
Also interesting is the assortment of useful 
information in Part I, which included topics 
such as picking your destination, inn-to-inn 
and campground-to-campground boating, day 
tripping ideas for boaters, and island access. 

The book’s lodging listings are divided 
into seven coastal regions; there are 155 wa- 
terside B&Bs, inns, motels, and hotels and 28 
waterfront campgrounds. An appendix shows 
detailed nautical chart excerpts with locations 
of accommodations. Another appendix has 
detailed inn-to-inn options, with helpful notes 

for kayakers and sailors. I really want to try 
one of those trips next summer. A bibliogra- 
phy of boating guides, periodicals, and gen- 
eral reference also leads to more useful infor- 
mation. 

The author welcomes feedback from 
readers with new discoveries such as “‘a won- 
derful new place to stay, a convenient boatyard 
or an attraction of special interest to boaters.” 
It would be interesting to see another printing 
of this book with notes from kayakers and sail- 
ors who use the book. Although published in 
1997, we found by the summer of 1998 prices 
increased by as much as 20% or more. 

However, during the 10-week summer 
tourist season, which is the harvest season for 
Maine lodgings, it would be pressing one’s 
luck not to reserve accommodations well in 
advance. A campground with 275 sites had 
only one site available when I called two 
weeks ahead. About that campground, 
Bumsted had advised that “some of the nicest 
sites are on bluffs overlooking Casco Bay,” 
but we discovered that those sites are reserved 
well ahead of the summer, and open for grabs 
only after Labor Day. 

Another useful bit of information for a 
reprinting of this guide would be web site ad- 
dresses. The lodgings we visited, or planned 
to visit, had either a web page including pic- 
tures and maps or were referenced on another 
community page. Including the web addresses 
in the book would make the guide 
self-updating, especially with prices changing 
so much from season to season. 

Although this book is dedicated “‘to all 
those who help preserve Maine’s wild islands,” 
it will be of use to anyone looking for alterna- 

tives to sleeping on roots and rocks of the of- 
ten foggy, wet, and cold Maine Coast. It also 
is bound to appeal to non-boaters who would 
appreciate rooms with breathtaking views of 
beautiful harbors and rocky beaches. 

There is nothing— absolutely nothing— 

half so much worth doing Lo 

A EE 

as simply messing about in boats. 

Shirts featuring original 
drawing and quotation from 

The Wind in the Willows 
100% Cotton, Natural Color Ts 

Short Sleeve T $16.50 
Long Sleeve T-shirt $21 

50/50 Gray Sweatshirt $26 

Sizes M,L,XL - Shipping $4 
VISA & MasterCard 

The Design Works 
Dept MA, P O Box 880 

Silver Spring, MD 20918 
301-589-9391 

info@designworks.com 

Devlin Designing Boatworks, Inc. 

has built over 390 boats using 

wood/epoxy composites. 

When Sam and crew 

spent 4300 hours 

building S parque, 

they didn’t use 

Just any epoxy. 

They used MAS Epoxies 

PONIES S epoxies 
To find out why -1-888-627-3769 or 

www.mase poxies.com 
Photo by Callea Photo 



ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOATING 
Antique Outboard Motor Club, RR Box 9195, Spirit 

Lake, IA 51360. 
Chesapeake Bay Chapter ACBS, P.O. Box 6780, An- 

napolis, MD 21401. 
Lawley Boat Owners Association, P.O. Box 242, 

Gloucester, MA 01931-0242. (978) 281-4440. 
N.E. Chapter Antique & Classic Boat Society, 140 

Powers Rd., Meredith, NH 03253, (603) 279- 
4654. 

Old Boats, Old Friends, P.O. Box 081400, Racine, 
WI 53408-1400. (414) 634-2351. 

Penn Yan Owners, c/o Bruce Hall, Rt. 90, King 
Ferry, NY 13081. 

BOATBUILDING INSTRUCTION 
Adirondack Guideboat Inc., Box 144, Charlotte, VT 

05445. (802) 425-3926. 
Antique Boat Museum, 750 Mary St., Clayton, NY 

13624. (315) 686-4104. 
Apprenticeshop of Rockland, Box B, Rockland, ME 

04841, (207) 594-1800. 
Brookfield Craft Center, P.O. Box 122, Brookfield, 

CT 06804, (203) 775-4526. 
Center for Wooden Boats, 1010 Valley St., Seattle, 

WA 98109. (206) 382-2628. 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, P.O. Box 636, 

St. Michaels, MD 21663. (410) 745-2916. 
Connecticut River Oar & Paddle Club, 18 River- 

side Ave., Old Saybrook, CT 06475. (860) 388- 
2343. 

Floating the Apple, 400 W. 43rd St. 32R, New York, 
NY 10036. (212) 564-5412. 

Glenmar Community Sailing Center, c/o Back River 
Recreation Council, 8501 La Salle Rd. Suite 211, 
Towson, MD 21286. (410) 252-9324. 

John Gardner School of Boatbuilding, Box 2967, 
Annapolis, MD 21404, (410) 867-0042. 

International Yacht Restoration School, 28 Church 
St., Newport, RI 02840, (401) 849-3060. 

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, RR#3 Box 
4092, Vergennes, VT 05491. (802) 475-2022. 

Mariners’ Museum, 100 Museum Dr., Newport 
News, VA 23607-3759, (804) 596-2222. 

Maritime Heritage Alliance, Box 1108, Traverse 
City, MI 49685. (616) 946-2647. 

North Carolina Maritime Museum, Harvey W. Smith 
Watercraft Center, 315 Front St., Beaufort, NC 
28516, (919) 728-7317. 

North House Folk School, P.O. Box 759, Grand 
Marais, MN 55604, (218) 387-9762. 

Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding, 251 
Otto St., Port Townsend, WA 98368. (206) 385- 
4948. 

RiversWest Small Craft Center, PO. Box 82686, 
Portland, OR 97282. (503) 236-2926. 

San Francisco Maritime National Hidstoric Park, 
Bldg. E, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco, CA 
94123. (415) 929-0202. 

South Street Seaport Museum, 207 Front St., New 
York, NY 10038. (212) 748-8600. 

Sterling College, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827, 
(802) 586-7711. 

Wooden Boat School, P.O. Box 78, Brooklin, ME 
04616. (207) 359-4651. 

Wooden Boat Workshop of Door County, 4865 
Court Rd., Egg Harbor, WI 54209. (920) 868- 
3955. 

CONTEMPORARY YACHTING 
Amateur Yacht Research Society (AYRS), c/o Frank 

Bailey, 415 Shady Dr., Grove City, PA 16127. 
Sail Newport, 53 America’s Cup Ave., Newport, RI 

02840. (401) 846-1983. 

ELECTRIC BOATING 
Electric Boat Ass’ n. of the Americas, P.O. Box 4151, 

Deerfield Beach, FL 33442. (954) 725-0640. 

MARITIME EDUCATION 
Duxbury Bay Maritime School, P.O. Box 263, Snug 

Harbor Sta., Duxbury, MA 02331. (617) 934- 
7555. 

Lake Schooner Education Association, Ltd., 500 N. 
harbor Dr., Milwaukee, WI 53202. 

Nova Scotia Sea School, 1644 Walnut St., Halifax, 
NS B3H 3S4, (902) 492-4127. 
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Activities & Events 
Organizers 798... 

The new season is now here, so it seems 
that it’s time that many of us will be thinking 
about what we might want to be doing as we 
get back on the water. 

As a center of a sort of small boating 
communications network, Messing About in 
Boats hears from many, many people. We re- 
ceive a steady stream of news releases from a 
variety of organizations which offer activities 
ranging over the whole messing about scene, 
and we are frequently asked by individuals to 
direct them to some special interest group or 
organzation or event. 

To expedite this we publish this “Activi- 
ties & Events Organizers” listing. We cannot 
possibly publish announcements of the hun- 
dreds of activities that take place monthly, and 
we don’t want to spend a lot of time either on 
the phone or answering letters from individu- 
als inquiring about opportunities. Instead we 
periodically publish this list and suggest that 
readers contact any of these that seem to offer 
what it is they are looking for. 

If you do not find what you want in this 
listing, then contact us, we may be able to help 
you. But bear in mind that everything we hear 
goes onto this list, we’re not holding anything 
back. 

The River School, 203 Ferry Rd., Old Saybrook, 
CT 06475. (860) 388-2007. 

Sea Education Association, Inc., PO. Box 6, Woods 
Hole, MA 02543. (508) 540-3954. 

Wisconsin Lake Schooner Education Association, 
Milwaukee Maritime Cntr., 500 N. Harbor Dr., 
Milwaukee, WI 53202, (414) 276-7700. 

Wooden Boat Foundation, Cupola House, #2 Point 
Hudson, Port Townsend, WA 98368. 

MARITIME MUSEUMS 
(Maritime Museum News, P.O. Box 607, Groton, 
MA 01450-0607, specializes in this field of in- 
terest). 

Adirondack Museum, Blue Mountain Lake, NY 
12812. (518) 352-7311. 

Antique Boat Museum, 750 Mary St., Clayton, NY 
13624, (315) 686-4104. 

Calvert Marine Museum, P.O. Box 987, Solomons, 
MD 20688, (410) 326-2042. 

Cape Ann Historical Association, 27 Pleasant St., 
Gloucester, MA 01930, (978) 283-0455. 

Cape Fear Maritime Museum, 814 Market St., 
Wilmington, NC 28401, (910) 341-4350. 

Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, P.O. Box 636, 
St. Michaels, MD 21663-0636, (410) 745-2916. 

Connecticut River Museum, 67 Main St., Essex, CT 
06426. (860) 767-8269. 

Erie Canal Museum, 318 Erie Blvd. E., Syracuse, 
NY 13202, (315) 471-0593. 

Essex Shipbuilding Museum, Box 277, Essex, MA 
01929. (978) 768-7541. 

Gloucester Adventure, P.O. Box 1306, Gloucester, 
MA 01930-1306. 

Havre de Grace Maritime Museum, P.O. Box 533, 
Havre de Grace, MD 21078. 

Herreshoff Marine Museum, 7 Burnside St., P.O. 
Box 450, Bristol, RI 02809. (401) 253-5000. 

Hudson River Maritime Museum, | Rondout Land- 

ing, Kingston, NY 12401. (914) 338-0071. 
Hull Lifesaving Museum, 1117 Nantasket Ave., 

Hull, MA 02045, (617) 925-5433. 
Independence Seaport Museum, Penns Landing, 211 

S. Columbus Blvd, Philadelphia, PA 19106-1415. 
(215) 925-5439. 

Inland Seas Maritime Museum, 4890 Main St., Ver- 
million, OH 44089 

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, RR#3, Box 
4092, Vergennes, VT 05491. (802) 475-2022. 

Lighthouse Preservation Society, P.O. Box 736, 
Rockport, MA 01966, (978) 281-6336. 

Long Island Maritime Museum, P.O.Box 184, W. 
Sayville, NY 11796. (516) 854-4974. 

Maine Maritime Museum, 243 Washington St., 
Bath, ME 04530. (207) 443-1316. 

Marine Museum of Upper Canada, c/o The Toronto 
Historical Board, 205 Yonge St., Toronto, ON 
MSB 1N2, Canada, (416) 392-1765. 

Maine Watercraft Museum, 4 Knox St. Landing, 
Thomaston, ME 04861. (800) 923-0444. 

Marine Museum of Fall River, Battleship Cove, Fall 
River, MA 02720, (508) 674-3533. 

Mariners Museum, 100 Museum Dr., Newport 
News, VA 23606-3759. (757) 596-2222. 

Maritime & Seafood Industry Museum, P.O. Box 
1907, Biloxi, MS 39533, (601) 435-6320. 

Maritime Heritage Alliance, Box 1108, Traverse 
City, MI 49685. (616) 946-2647. 

Maritime & Yachting Museum, 9801 S. Ocean Dr., 
Jensen Beach, FL 34957. (407) 229-1025. 

Milwaukee Lake Schooner Inc., P.O. Box 291, Mil- 
waukee, WI 53201-0291. (414) 276-5664. 

Mystic Seaport Museum, P.O. Box 6000, Mystic, 
CT 06355-0990. (860) 572-5315). 

New Bedford Whaling Museum, New Bedford, MA. 
(508) 997-0046. 

North Carolina Maritime Museum, 315 Front St., 
Beaufort, NC 28516. (919) 728-7317. 

Osterville Historical Society & Museum, 155 West 
Bay Rd., P.O. Box 3, Osterville, MA 02655, (508) 
428-5861. 

Peabody-Essex Museum, 161 Essex St. Salem, MA 
01970. (978) 745-9500. 

Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth, MA. (508) 746-1662. 
San Diego Maritime Museum, 1306 N. Harbor Dr., 

San Diego, CA 92101. (919) 234-9153. 
South Street Seaport Museum, 207 Front St., New 

York, NY 10038, (212) 748-8600. 
Strawbery Banke Museum, P.O. Box 300, Ports- 

mouth, NH 03802, (603) 433-1100. 
Toms River Maritime Museum, Water St. & Hooper 

Ave., P.O. Box 1111, Toms River, NJ 08754, (908) 
349-9209. 

United States Naval & Shipbuilding Museum, 739 
Wash. St., Quincy, MA 02169, (617) 479-7900. 

USS Constitution Museum, Box 1812, Boston, MA 
02129, (617) 426-1812. 

Ventura County Maritime Museum, 2731 S. Victoria 
Ave., Oxnard, CA 93035. (805) 984-6260. 

Wisconsin Lake Schooner, 500 N. Harbor Dr., Mil- 
waukee, WI 53201. 

MODEL BOATING 
Cape Ann Ship Modelers Guild, R57 Washington 

St., Gloucester, MA 01930. 
Downeast Ship Modelers’ Guild, c/o Roy Wheeler, 

295 Washington St., Bath, ME 04530. (207) 442- 
0097. 

Model Guild of the Ventura County Maritime Mu- 
seum, 2731 S. Victoria Ave. Oxnard, CA 93035. 
(805) 984-6260. 

North Carolina Maritime Museum, 315 Front St., 
Beaufort, NC 28516. (919) 728-7317. 

Ship Modelers Association of Southern California, 
2083 Reynosa Dr., Torrance, CA 90501. (310) 
326-5177. 

U.S.S. Constitution Model Shipwright Guild, c/o 
George Kaiser, 23 Mermaid Ave., Winthrop, MA 
02152-1122. (617) 846-3427. 

U.S. Vintage Model Yacht Group, c/o John Snow, 
78 E. Orchard St., Marblehead, MA 01945, (617) 
631-4203. 

ONE DESIGN SAILING 
American Canoe Association Canoe Sailing, 2210 

Finland Rd., Green Lane, PA 18054. (215) 453- 
9084. 

Bridges Point 24 Assoc., c/o Kent Mulliken, 101 
Windsor PI., Chapel Hill, NC, (919) 929-1946. 

Cape Cod Frosty Association, P.O. Box 652, 
Cataumet, MA 02534. (508) 771-5218. 

Hampton One-Design, c/o Scott Wolff, 3385 Kings 
Neck Dr., Virginia Beach, VA 23452. (757) 463- 
6895. 

New England Beetle Cat Boat Assoc., c/o David 
Akin, 40 Chase Ave., W. Dennis, MA 02670. 



San Francisco Pelican Viking Fleet III, P.O. Box 
55142, Shoreline, WA 98155-0142, email: 
<jgosse @juno.com> 

West Wight Potter’s Association, Southern Califor- 
nia Chapter, c/o Roland Boepple, 17972 Larcrest 
Cir., Huntington Beach, CA 92647. (714) 848- 
1239. 

PADDLING 
ACA New England Division, c/o Earle Roberts, 785 

Bow Ln., Middletown, CT 06457. 
Houston Canoe Club, P.O. Box 925516, Houston, 

TX 77292-5516. (713) 467-8857. 
Hulbert Outdoor Center, RR1 Box 91A, Fairlee, VT 

05045-9719. (802) 333-3405. 
Maine Canoe Symposium, c/o Jerry Kocher, 41 

Leighton Rd., Wellesley, MA 02181. (617) 237- 
1956. 

Metropolitan Canoe & Kayak Club, P.O. Box 
021868, Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040, (914) 634- 
9466. 

New England Canoe Racing Association, 102 
Snipsic Lake Rd., Ellington, CT 06039. (860) 
872-6375. 

New England Downriver Championship Series. 
(203) 871-8362. 

Rhode Island Canoe Association, 856 Danielson 
Pike, Scituate, RI 02857. (401) 647-2293. 

Riverways Programs, Massachusetts Dept. of Fish- 
eries, Wildlife & Environmental Law 
Enforcement, 100 Cambridge St. Room 1901, 
Boston, MA 02202, (617) 727-1614 XT360. 

Sebago Canoe Club, Paerdegat Basin, Foot of Ave. 
N, Brooklyn, NY 11226. (718) 241-3683. 

Washington Canoe Club, 8522 60th Pl., Berwyn 
Heights, MD 20740. 

Wooden Canoe Heritage Association, c/o Julie 
McCrum, 1075 Winchester Ln., Aiken, SC 
29803-9667, (803) 643-3800. 

ROWING 
Amoskeag Rowing Club, 30 Mechanic St., 

Manchester, NH 03101, (603) 668-2130. 
Beaufort Oars, P.O. Box 941, Beaufort, NC 28516. 

(919) 728-3156. 
Cape Ann Rowing Club, P.O. Box 1715, Gloucester, 

MA 01930, (978) 283-4695. 
Cape Cod Viking Club, c/o Bernie Smith, 2150 

Washington St., E. Bridgewater, MA 02333. (508) 
378-2301. 

Connecticut River Oar & Paddle Club, 18 River- 
side Ave., Old Saybrook, CT 06475. (860) 388- 
2343. 

Floating the Apple, 400 W. 43rd St. 32R, New York, 
NY 10036. (212) 564-5412. 

Maine Rowing Assoc., c/o Reg Hudson, P.O. Box 
419, Southwest Harbor, ME 04679. 

Narragansett Boat Club, P.O. Box 2413, Providence, 
RI 02906. (401) 272-1838. 

New England Open Water Rowing Calendar, Frank 
Durham, 70 Hayden Rd., Hollis, NH 03049, (603) 
465-7920. 

Piscataqua Rowing Club, Prescott Park, Portsmouth, 
NH, c/o Mike Gowell, (207) 439-0886, or Jeff 
Taylor, (603) 228-4614. 

Ring’s Island Rowing Club, c/o Alice Twombley, 
91 Seven Star Rd., Groveland, MA 01834, 
(978) 373-7816. 

Riverfront Recapture, | Hartford Sq. W, Suite 104, 
Hartford, CT 06106-1984. (203) 293-0131. 

Whaling City Rowing Club, c/o Lucy Iannotti, 57 
Arnold St., New Bedford, MA 02740, (508) 993- 
8537, email: <kiresilk @msn.com> 

SAFETY EDUCATION 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 403, c/o Gary 

Cordette, 315 Paradise Rd., Swampscott, MA 
01907. (978) 282-4580. 

United States Power Squadrons, National Boating 
Safety Hotline for course details in your area is 
(800) 336-BOAT . 

SEA KAYAKING 
Atlantic Coastal Kayaker, P.O. Box 520, Ipswich, 

MA 01938, lists all sea kayaking activities that 
come to our attention.. 

SMALL BOAT MESSABOUT SOCIETIES 
Baywood Navy, 2nd St. Pier, Baywood Park, CA 

93402. 
Intermountain Small Boat Whatever (Unorganized), 

Jim Thayer, Rt. 1 Box 75, Collbran, CO 81624, 
(970) 487-3088. 

Midwest Homebuilt Messabouts, Jim Michalak, 118 
E. Randall, Lebanon, IL 62254. 

Southern California Small Boat Messabout Society, 
4048 Mt. Acadia Blvd., San Diego, CA 92111. 
(619) 569-5277. 

STEAMBOATING 
International Steamboat Muster, c/o Jean DeWitt, 

P.O. Box 40341, Providence, RI 02940. (401) 
729-6130. 

New England Steamship Foundation, 63 Union 
St., New Bedford, MA 02740. (508) 999-1925. 

New England Wireless & Steam Museum, 1300 
Frenchtown Rd., E. Greenwich, RI 02818, 
(401) 884-1710. 

Steamboating, Rt. 1 Box 262, Midlebourne, WV 
26149-9748. (304) 386-4434. 

Steamship Historical Society of America, 300 Ray 
Dr., Suite #4, Providence, RI 02906. (401) 274- 
0805. 

TRADITIONAL SMALL CRAFT 
Barnegat Bay TSCA, c/o Tom Johns, 195 

Shenandoah Blvd.Toms River, NJ 08753. (908) 
270-6786. 

Center for Wooden Boats, 1010 Valley St., Seattle, 
WA 98109. (206) 382-2628. 

Connecticut River Oar & Paddle Club, 18 River- 
side Ave., Old Saybrook, CT 06575. (860) 388- 
2007, (860) 388-2007. 

Delaware Valley TSCA, 482 Almond Rd., 
Pittsgrove, NJ 08318. 

Friends of the North Carolina Maritime Museum 
TSCA, 315 Front St., Beaufort, NC 28516. 

Long Island TSCA, c/o Myron Young, Box 635, 
Laurel, NY 11948. (516) 298-4512. 

Oregon TSCA, c/o Robert Young, 16612 Maple Cir., 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034. (503) 636-7344. 

Patuxent Small Craft Guild, c/o Calvert Marine 

Museum, P.O. Box 97, Solomons, MD 20688. 
(410) 326-2042. 

Potomac TSCA, c/o Bob Grove, 419 N. Patrick St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314. (703) 549-6746 eves. 

Puget Sound TSCA, c/o Larry Feeney, 59 Straw- 
berry Pt., Bellingham, WA 98226. (360) 733- 

4461. email: <larry @cedarcroft-press.com> 
www: http://www.seanet.com/~jrweiss/tsca- 
puget 

Sacramento TSCA, c/o Mike Fitz, 2831 Mattison 
Ln., Santa Cruz, CA 95065. (408) 476-2325. 

South Jersey TSCA, c/o George Loos, 53 Beaver 
Dam Rd., Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210. 
(609) 861-0018. 

Traditional Small Craft Association, P.O. Box 350, 
Mystic, CT 06355. 

Traditional Small Craft Association, c/o Custom 
House Museum, 25 Water St. Newburyport, MA 
01950 

Traditional Small Craft & Rowing Association of 
Maine, c/o Jim Bauman, RR | Box 1038, S. 
China, ME. (207) 445-3004. 

Traditional Small Craft Club, P.O. Box 87, N. 
Billerica, MA 01862. (978) 663-3103. 

Tri State TSCA, c/o Ron Gryn, 4 Goldeneye Ct., 
New Britain, PA 18901. (215) 348-9433. 

TSCA of West Michigan, c/o Mark Steffens, 6033 
Bonanza Dr., Stevensville, MI 49127. (616) 429- 
5487. 

Upper Chesapeake Baymen TSCA, 3125 Clearview 
Ave., Baltimore, MD 21234. (410) 254-7957. 

Upper Mississippi Small Craft Association, c/o 
David Christofferson, 267 Goodhue, St. Paul, 
MN 55102. (612) 222-0261. 

TRADITIONAL YACHTING 
Friendship Sloop Society, 14 Paulson Dr., 

Burlington, MA 01803-2820, (617) 272-9658. 
Great Lakes Wooden Sailboat Society, 31538 Cen- 

ter Ridge Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, (216) 871- 
8194. 

S.S. Crocker Association, 8 Mill Rd., Ipswich, MA 
01938. (978) 356-3065. 

Wooden Boat Classic Regatta Series, 323 Boston 
Post Rd., Old Saybrook, CT 06475, (203) 388- 
6657. 

TUGBOATING 
Tugboat Enthusiasts Society of the Americas, 308 

Quince St., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. 
World Ship Society, P.O. Box 72, Watertown, MA 

02172-0072. 

WATER TRAILS 
Maine Island Trail Association, P.O. Box C, 

Rockland, ME 04841. (207) 596-6456. 
North American Water Trails, Inc., 24130 NW 

Johnson Rd., Poulsbo, WA 98370. 
Washington Water Trails Association, 4649 

Sunnyside Ave. N. Rm. 345, Seattle, WA 98103- 
6900. (206) 545-9161. 

WOODEN BOATS 
Association of Wooden Boatbuilders, 31806 NE 

15th St., Washougal, WA 98671. 
Center for Wooden Boats, 1010 Valley St., Seattle, 

WA 98109. 
Great Lakes Wooden Sailboat Society, 31538 Cen- 

ter Ridge Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, (216) 871- 
8194. 

Maritime Heritage Alliance, Box 1108, Traverse 
City, MI 49685. (616) 946-2647. 

Small Wooden Boat Association of Nova Scotia, 
P.O. Box 1193, Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4B8, 
Canada. 

The Wooden Boat Foundation, Cupola House, #2 
Point Hudson, Port Townsend, WA 98368, (360) 
385-3628. 

Wooden Canoe Builders’ Guild, P.O. Box 247, 
Carlisle, ON LOR 1HO, Canada, (819) 422-3456. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL 
ACTIVITY ORGANIZERS 

Anyone wishing to present detailed spe- 
cific information about their events or activi- 
ties should contact us about advertising. It’s in- 
expensive (as little as $6 per issue to reach 
4,500+ subscribers) and you get all the space 
you wish to buy. 

Advertising should appear in an issue at 
least a month ahead of the date of the event 
involved. To meet this lead time we need your 
ad copy two months (60 days) prior to the date 
of the event. Events and activities advertising 
will appear in the Ist issue of each month on 
our “Happenings” pages where readers will be 
accustomed to looking for it. 

By asking you to pay a modest sum for 
the space you need, we will be able to pay for 
the added pages that will come to be necessary 
to provide this service, something we cannot 

afford to do at no cost. 

New from Compass Classic Yachts 

14’ CLASSIC CAT 

Good !ooks * 
Easy handling * 

Speed * 

* Seats 
* Cockpit room 

Versatility * 
Forgiveness * | 

LOA 14' * 
* Low Maintenance 
* Affordable price 

; * SA 130 sq ft 
= * Displacement 600# 

Fiberglass construction * Varnished wood trim 

4¥ se) DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Compass Classic Yachts, Inc., 

Box 143, South Orleans, MA 02€62 
Shop 80 Rayber Rd. Orleans, MA 

(508) 255-5187, (508) 240-1032 



You unite te us akeut... 
Needs... 

PolySail Kits Results 
I am currently trying to contact for- 

mer customers to learn how our PolySail 
kits and instructions can be improved. If 
PolySails were constructed by any readers, 
I would like to hear if they performed satis- 
factorily? If not, what were the primary 
weaknesses? I would appreciate any re- 
sponses. 

HR Solutions PolySails, 7404 Mad- 
den Dr., Fishers, IN 46038-1366, (317) 
842-8106, email <Polysail@aol.com> 

Whatever Happened to... 
Whatever happened to Hard Sails of 

Rockport, ME and Freedom Yachts of 
Rockford, IL? 

I recently purchased a Pierce Arrow 18 
(Hull #1) designed and built by Mark 
Leonard of Freedom Yachts in 1981, and 
have been trying to uncover the “official” 
rig dimensions for use in establishing a 
handicap. The original sails in the bro- 
chure appear to be made by Hard Sails. I am 
also curious about how many hulls were 
produced of this design. 

Paul Moyer, 1930 Ebertz Ct., St Paul, 
MN 55119, email: <moyerp@amclyde. 
com 

Opinions... 

A Safety Reminder 
I read with interest your recent discus- 

sions of small boat accidents and thought 
you might be interested to know that when 
we sell a canoe or kayak we stamp the bill 
of sale as follows: ‘““Wear Your Life Vest”. 

Bunny Fernald, Fernald’s, Newbury, 

Some Thoughts for Kevin 
On the October Ist issue’s “You 

Write...” pages, Kevin Spainhour asked 
about lakes or ponds with powerboat bans, 
a rowing system operating a propellor 
through gears, and floating boatshoes for 
walking on water ala snowshoes. 

I find that early spring and late fall are 
seasons with few hot weather power boat- 
ers afloat, also early mornings in summer 
before they get up. Some state and na- 
tional parks also limit or prohibit power 
boating on their lakes and ponds. 

Rowing thrust is intermittent, but so 
is bicycle thrust. The gear that converts 
this bicycle thrust to the rotating wheel is 
the freewheel in the rear sprocket hub. 
Perhaps this could adapt to some sort of 
rowing rig. 

When I was in high school I thought 
about water skis that I could ski on, with 
underside flaps that would open for the 
thrust stroke and fold back on the glide. I 
then thought how they might drift apart 
awkwardly and how the individual mini 
hulls would be tippy. I never followed 
through on ways I dreamed up to overcome 
these possibilities as I had found that sail- 
ing a canoe and building surfboards were 
more readily accessible fun. Nowadays I 
try out my ideas first with models in real 
wind and waves to see how they might 
work. 

Jim Hodges, Wilmington, DE 

Happy Around Tools 
Dynamite Payson writes from experi- 

ence and his articles always provoke 
thought. One way he might find his Atkins 
finish saw is to walk out in the woodlot on 
a hot summer day and smell for pitch. 

It might help to take along his daugh- 
ter. Sometimes a long quiet walk with a 
child far surpasses a lost saw. A missing 
saw or a chipped chisel is a small price to 
pay for having a daughter or son happy 
around tools and feeling welcome in your 
shop. 

Maybe one good reason for keeping 
decent second-best tools around is that 
they can be loaned easily, and in the loan- 
ing perhaps encourage others, especially 
the young, to try their hands at boat build- 
ing. 

Fine tools are fine, but good tools 
kept sharp are all that the old time boat- 
builders ever had. They spent a lot of time 
learning the traits of tools, and they got 
fine work from the same brands of tools 
kids received at Christmas and on birth- 
days. 

At an early age those of us with boat 
building fathers learned that skill meant 
far more than fancy tools. Of course, 
somehow old timers found time to say a 
word or two to us youngsters. Maybe even 
hand tools encourage the sort of wise 
counsel that informs every Payson article. 

John Stilgoe, Norwell, MA 

Useful Information... 

The “Whole” Quotation 
It was fun to see the Water Rat’s 

speech on the joys of messing about 
printed in the October 15th issue. How- 
ever, what was billed as “the whole quota- 
tion” from The Wind in The Willows left 
out the interruption in the middle. At this 
time, when you've been exploring safety 
issues with particular emphasis on how 
boaters should learn to pay attention to 
what they’re doing, I think it was a mis- 
take to edit out the part where Rat’s reverie 
leads to an admittedly harmless boating 
accident. I'll write out the whole passage, 
which takes place as Rat is rowing across 
the quiet stream after picking up his land- 
lubber friend the Mole. 

“Nice? It’s the only thing,” said the 
Water Rat solemnly as he leant forward for 
his stroke. “Believe me, my young friend, 
there is nothing - absolutely nothing - 
half so much worth doing as simply mess- 
ing about in boats. Simply messing,” he 
went on dreamily: “messing - about - in - 
boats; messing --” 

“Look ahead, Rat!” cried the Mole 
suddenly. It was too late. The boat struck 
the bank full tilt. The dreamer, the joyous 
oarsman, lay on his back at the bottom of 
the boat, his heels in the air. “ - about in 
boats - or with boats,” the Rat went on 
composedly, picking himself up with a 
pleasant laugh. “In or out of ‘em, it 
doesn’t matter. Nothing seems really to 
matter, that’s the charm of it. Whether you 
get away, or whether you don’t; whether 
you arrive at your destination or whether 
you reach somewhere else, or whether you 
never get anywhere at all, you're always 
busy, and you never do anything in par- 
ticular; and when you’ve done it there’s 
always something else to do, and you can 
do it if you like, but you’d much better 
not.” 

Peter Moore, Ipswich, MA 

Editor Comments: Subsequent to 
receiving Peter’s “whole quotation” we re- 
ceived a news clipping from the Moores 
containing late breaking news about 
Ratty’s true persona. 

It seems that current animal activist 
actions in England, in which they cut 
fences and smashed cages at commercial 
mink farms to free the minks, threaten the 
defenseless water vole with destruction, as 
minks are efficient vole killers. Ratty 
bears a striking resemblance to the water 
vole, both physically and in temperament, 
innocent peaceful dwellers along shores of 
protected waters. Herewith are some se- 
lected quotations from wildlife people fea- 
tured in the report: 

“Even disregarding that notorious 
slander of the species in The Wind in the 
Willows, life is no picnic for the water 
vole. Contary to what you might have read 
in the children’s classic, in which the vole 
character was stuck with the unfortunate 
name, Ratty, the water vole is not a rat.” 

“In E.H. Shepard’s famous drawings 
for the book this “good natured fellow” 
clearly has the soft round face of a vole, 
quite different from the pointed snout of a 
rat. But Mr. Grahame described the vole as 
“the Water Rat” and named him Ratty. It’s 



a slander, this shows the power of litera- 
ture. Because the animal is known as Ratty 
people think it is a rat, and rats have bad 
press. We need that cuddly little thing im- 
age if we are to save such innocent spe- 
cies. Instead of Ratty we need Voley." 

“Some naturalists are so upset with The 
Wind in the Willows that they have even 
questioned the credentials of the book’s 
most famous character. A lot of people in 
wildlife circles will tell you that the so 
called toad of Toad Hall actually is a frog.” 

Trailer Lights 
You’ve had a couple useful pieces 

about trailering small boats. A couple 
years ago when I rowed near an elderly fel- 
low trolling for salmon from his small 
skiff, his boat looked strangely familiar, 
yet out-of-place. Then I realized he had 
solved the problem of mounting the trailer 
license and lights by bolting them directly 
to the transom of the boat. 

Frank Cameron, Seattle, WA 

Wee Lassie Class 
I will be teaching a two week class in 

building the Wee Lassie at my shop in 
Sarasota as an off site course for Wooden- 
Boat School next April. I do this every 
other year during our winter season. April 
is a really pleasant month in Florida with 
great weather and lower motel rates. 

You can contact WoodenBoat School 
about signing on or for more information 
at (207) 359-4651, talk to Rich or Ber- 
nice. 

Mac McCarthy, Feather Canoes, Sara- 
sota, FL 

New Design 
Readers who have seen our display ad 

for years on your pages featuring our Wind In 
the Willows illustrations of Ratty and Mole 
messing about in boats with the famous quo- 
tation from which you derived your 
magazine’s title may find our new design of 
interest if somewhat different. 

Our Egyptian Design shown has a repro- 
duction on the back of the earliest known de- 
piction of a sail from a circa 3,500BC Egyp- 
tian vase. The front features a smaller 
“Simply Messing About” design. 

We otter this unique shirt in stonewashed 
green at $19.50 (XXL add $3) plus $4 ship- 
ping. 

The Design Works, P.O. Box 880, Silver 
Spring, MD 20918, (301) 589-9391, email 
<shirts @designworks.com 

in ies 

Earliest known depiction of asail. 
DGYPTIAN VASE, CA. 500 B.C 

British Electric Boat 
Here is a photo of an electric boat I 

saw at the British Invasion in Stowe, VT 
in late September. The U.S. price is about 
$10,000. The boat appeared to be very 
well built with the cockpit interior sides 
lined with rattan. It does 6 knots for about 
10 hours and has a retractable propellor. 
When necessary it can be rowed, although 
I did not see provision for oarlocks. It did 
have sockets or fittings for fender lines. 

The firm offering it is Electric Marine 
Industries, 121 Elmire St., Suite 101, 
Montreal, PQ H2T 1J9, Canada. 

J. Neal Gray, N. Scituate, MA 

Projects... 

My New Boat 
Here is a photo of my new boat built 

to Philip Bolger’s Elegant Punt design. It 
is built of 1/4” lauan plywood and spruce 
construction stock. It has been modified to 
have inside chine logs and an added fore- 
deck. The entire hull is coated with epoxy, 
with fiberglass cloth on the outside and on 
the inside bottom. 

It was launched on September 26th on 
the Annisquam River in Gloucester, Mas- 
sachusetts and floated just fine with its 
2301b owner aboard. Although designed 
for a sprit boom rig (which I have) I am 
working up a small lug rig that will be eas- 
ier to handle and transport. 

Bob Patterson, Billerica, MA 

- Changing | Contours at 
House 

Our North House Folk School has pur- 
chased adjoining property which will now 
provide us with public access to the lake- 
front, dockage for the schooner Hjordis 
and visiting boats, accommodations for 
the freshwater learning center and a site for 
our annual Wooden Boat Show and Mid- 
summer Festival. 

Starting in March we resume classes 
focussed on small boat building and related 
subjects. Interested readers should contact 
us for details. 

North House Folk School, P.O. Box 
759, Grand Marais, MN 5604. 

TUGBOATS & 

TOWBOATS 
A 1999 Calendar 
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The Door County Maritime Museum’s 
8th Annual Classic Wooden Boat Show was 
held on the weekend of August Ist and 2nd in 
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, and it was a fine 
show indeed, featuring more than 60 boats and 
a Sikaflex Challenge Quick & Dirty Boat 
Building contest. This event is not to be missed 
if you’re in the northern Midwest in early 
August. 

There were several large boats in the 
show, including Angus, a 50’ Berger power 
yacht from the 1930s, featuring an immense 
four-cylinder Kahlenberg 60 horsepower die- 
sel, beautifully maintained in green paint with 
shiny brass castings, an intricate maze of cop- 
per drip-oiler piping, and four blowtorch-like 
devices directed at open pockets in the cylin- 
der heads to aid combustion in certain run- 
ning conditions and to act as fossil fuel glow 
plugs on a cold start. 

Door County Classic 
Wooden Boat Show 

By Jim Clark 

Angus is of special local interest since 
Berger yachts were built in Manitowoc, Wis- 
consin, and the Kahlenberg engines, which 
powered many of the fish tugs on the Great 
Lakes, were built in neighboring Two Rivers. 
I was unable to hear the engine run since it 
was not to be started until the day after the 
show, but it must be a remarkable mechanical 
symphony. Winning the Best of Show award 
for power boats was the 22’ launch Traumerei, 
built in 1995 to a Nelson Zimmer design by 
Nimphius Boats in Neshkoro, Wisconsin, and 
owned by Ferd Nimphius himself. It is pow- 

ered by a 25hp Graymarine Sea Scout. 
With only a few hours to see the show 

and so many beautiful boats, I didn’t even get 
to see the mahogany runabouts and larger 
sailing craft at the docks. I spent most of my 
time looking at the many messabout-worthy 
small sailing and rowing craft on display, so 
I'll have to admit my account is biased in that 
direction. 

One of the most interesting boats was the 
Whitehall, Rose, (16’6”) built in 1971 by Shew 
& Burnham to lines from an 1876 Whitehall 
(depicted in Chapelle’s American Small Sail- 
ing Craft) and owned by Kurt and Gloria 
Breuer of Marinette, Wisconsin. Kurt rowed 
it across Green Bay to the show from 
Marinette, about 22 miles, in somewhat over 
six hours. His day-long row from Escanaba, 
Michigan, to Marinette was the subject of a 
recent article in Open Water Rowing. The 
judges awarded Rose a Special Mention, the 
Best of Show award in the rowing class hav- 
ing been won by the Cosine Wherry, Marijane, 
owned by Bruce Carlson of Denmark, Wis- 
consin. 

In contrast to Rose, which has the appeal 
of a nicely maintained working row boat, 
Bruce’s Marijane is an eye-popping show 
piece. He took eight years to build it and must 
have spent at least two in varnishing. The strip 
built hull is beautifully fair and entirely bright 
finished, but Marijane is no trailer queen. 
Bruce says he uses it as a fishing boat, his wife 
doing the rowing as he does the fishing. Bruce 
also won a Peoples’ Choice Award for this 
stunning piece of work. 

A similar contrast between yacht and 
work boat finish was provided by two great 
dories. Richard Follmer’s 15’8”’ Swampscott 
dory, Hanna-Lew, which won both the judges’ 
Best of Show award in the sailing class and a 
Peoples’ Choice award, gleams in white paint, 
varnish, and bronze and is of modern glued 
plywood lapstrake construction with a gunter 
rig. Richard built this beauty from scratch in 
only six weeks at Dan Lash’s Wooden Boat 
Workshop. 

By contrast, there was a somewhat larger 
Swampscott type dory with three rowing sta- 
tions built by Jim Kowell and finished in a 
nice workboat grey and with thole pins instead 
of oarlocks. It is of completely traditional con- 
struction, the strakes appeared not to be glued 
or even sealed, but carefully fitted and fastened 
with bronze roved nails. 

Jim Kowell, in fact, had three boats on 
display; the dory, a sleek little Pete Culler de- 
signed lapstrake canoe, and a 12’ Asa Thomp- 
son skiff, all of which he constructed as the 
official boatbuilder for the Door County Mari- 
time Museum, and, I believe, all built in the 
museum’s shop. He was also busy during 
much of the day demonstrating how to make 
oars in a display tent that attracted a lot of at- 
tention. 

As far as I could tell, three other shops 
were represented by more than one entry. Dan 
Lash’s Wooden Boat Workshop of Door 
County, in addition to Richard Follmer’s 
prize-winning Swampscott dory, was the 
source of three other owner-built boats; Magic, 

Left, top to bottom: 
Traumerei, built by Nimphius. 
Rose, rowed to the show by owner 

Kurt Breuer. 
Marijane, built by owner Bruce Carlson. 



a 15’ daysailer built and owned by Tom Ma- 
son, a Lowell dory skiff built and owned by 
Robert Florence, and an 11’2” Shellback din- 
ghy with a bright red lug rig recently com- 
pleted by Dan Lash himself. 

David Charles of Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
had the third multiple display. He showed a 
new 17’ Cape Charles kayak and two refur- 
bished older boats, a Thompson Guideboat 
from the 1930s or 40s, and a Thompson duck 
skiff with a nice strip-built deck replacing the 
original plvwood. : 

William Ryno of Appleton, WI, dis- 
played two stitch-and-glue glassed ply- 
wood John Lockwood Pygmy Boats de- 
signs; a 16’ kayak, Osprey and a partly 
finished 14’ pulling wherry, Juliana. 

The Sikaflex Challenge Quick & Dirty 
Boatbuilding Contest was won by the best 
overall combination of shortest build time 
(BT) and fastest sea trial time (ST) over a short 
course in the Sturgeon Bay harbor. Results 
were as follows: 

1) Bob Ryan/Tom Utzinger, Pudge, BT 
1 hr. 32 min., ST 2:03.3. 

2) Joe Quail/Kory Keenan, USCG May 
Day, BT 1 hr. 59 min., ST 3:36.18. 

3) Mark/Nancy Lakin, /ndiana Dunes, 
BT 2 hr: 9 min., ST 3:32.8. 

Although the serious folks building 
seaworthy craft did a fine job, the crowd’s 
heart seemed to be with Mark and Renee 
Matteson who won the Most Creative award 
for River Bell, a sort of pedaled paddlewheel 
catama-canoe something-or-other that was a 
remarkable piece of work indeed. Even if their 
boat took too long to build and its seaworthi- 
ness seemed doubtful, they were clearly hav- 
ing great fun building it and represented per- 
fectly the spirit of messing about with, as well 
as in boats. 

To try to give an idea of the variety of 
small boats, here is a list of the other small 
boats I saw: 

Ella, a9’8” clench-nailed lapstrake skiff 
owned by Gerry Banks. 

Gator, a 15’ Rangeley Lakes Guideboat 
(Antonio Diaz design), built by Jebb Bloesser 
and owned by Alex, his 11-year-old son. 

18’ Thompson wood/canvas canoe from 
early 1900s owned by Bill Wotochek. 

14’ Old Town canoe owned by Tom 
Austad. 

15’(?) dory designed by Phil Bolger, built 
and owned by Roger Nowakowski. 

Partly built 14’ strip built canoe being 
done by Peter Demelle. 

(2LGLECES OW 
New 15' Ballast Keel 
1S’ CB. 

16-1/2' BK. 
18’ - 21° 23 
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FERNALD’S MARINE 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 

(978) 465-0312 

Dumphy (14’), a 1951 runabout built by 
Dunphy Boats of Oshkosh, Wisconsin. The 
owner, Sverre Falck-Pederson, has the origi- 
nal 1950 25hp Johnson Sea Horse motor as 
well. This boat won the Judges’ Most Worthy 

Hanna-Lew, builder/owner Richard Follmer in white cap. 

of Restoration award. 
Put-Put (15’), a Racine Boat Co. motor 

launch (1940s?) with a Shp Lauson engine, 
owned by Chris Olson. 

Dory built by Jim Kowell with all traditional techniques. 

ALDEN OCEAN SHELL & STAR 
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Small Boat 

Activities 

Roundup 

6th Annual 
Arey’s Pond Boatyard 

Cat Gathering 

By Tony Davis 

More than 40 catboats of all sizes and 
descriptions attended the 6th Annual Arey’s 
Pond Boat Yard Cat Gathering on August 
22nd. The wind was unusually light from the 
southeast, yet the calm conditions attracted 
more participants than ever before. The 44 
catboats gathered at the starting line were an 
impressive sight. 

Bill Clary, in Charlie Wallace’s Marshall 
18, Cat-A-Polt, took the lead from the start 
and went on to finish first overall. John 
Thornton won the APBY 14’ class for the third 
year in a row. 

The larger class, catboats 16’ and over, 
included an Arey’s Pond 16’ Lynx that made a 
very impressive debut, holding its own with 
the larger boats. This class also included 
Marshalls, Herreshoff Americas, Crosby 
Cats, and a Huddelston 20. Allan McClennan 
sailed in his 16’ Crosby Cat c.1900. Ed Bolton 
was in attendance with his beautiful 1898 20’ 
Crosby Cat, Patience. 

The smaller class, catboats 15’ and un- 
der, included APBY 14s, Marshall 15s, Clas- 
sic 14s, Beetle Cats, Handy Cats, a Min- 
uteman Cat and a Rainbow 12. 

Thirty-seven boats finished behind the 
overall winner. 

Launching Burnt Island 
By Leah Chesney 

Whaling City Rowing Club members 
cheered as the whaleboat Burnt Island was 
launched September 30th at Kelly’ Ship- 
yard in Fairhaven, Massachusetts. The 8 
oared wooden boat was dwarfed in Kelly’s 
Travelift but club members were relieved of 
having to lift the boat themselves. 

Members immediately took oars for 
two short rows. Ben Clarkson of Con- 
necticut’s River School, who donated the 
boat to our club, said, “The boat’s in good 
hands,” as he watched our first group pull 
away in almost perfect form. And it was a 
family affair as kids piled into the bow for 
a ride around the harbor. 

For information about our club call 
(508) 993-8537 or email us at: 
<kiresilk@msn.com> 



Big Splash At 
WoodenBoat Show 

By Marla Surgent 
Seaworthy Small Ships made a big 

splash with our model boat kits at the re- 
cent WoodenBoat Show in St. Michaels, 
Maryland. Hundreds of youthful sailors 
building and launching Pine Wood Sailer 
Class Sharpies and Spritsail boats at our 
pond made them the most popular boats in 
the show. Demonstrations of our classic 
Neon Tetra rubber band powered diving 
submarine and our Sea Flea series of the 
world’s smallest commercially available 
functional sailboats also created a lot of 
interest. 

We offer a variety of sail and rubber 
band powered model boat kits as well as 
nlans for the scratch builder. 

Seaworthy Small Ships, Inc., P.O. 
Box 2863, Prince Frederick, MD 20678. 
(410) 586-2700. 

email: <ssships@ameritel.net>. 

See our Home-page at: 
<http://www.azinet.com/seaw.html> 

Third Annual Pull for the Sound Race 

By Terry Backer & Steve White 
The Third Annual Pull for the Sound 

was held on September 19th. Sound- 
keeper’s Pull for the Sound is an 8 mile 
crossing of Long Island Sound, from Oys- 
ter Bay to Stamford, which attracted 26 
human-powered boats of all sizes, ranging 
from kayaks and ocean shells to outrigger 
canoes and multi-person open water boats. 
The event and finish line party was spon- 
sored by Coors Brewing Company and 
Jimmy’s Seaside Restaurant. 

This year's first and second place fin- 
ishers were 6-person outrigger canoe 
teams fielded by Blake Conant of Milford 
Connecticut, and third place was captured 
by Dana Gaines of Martha’s Vineyard in a 
one-man sliding-seat ocean shell (Gaines 
was last year’s overall winner). The fastest 
time this year for the Long Island Sound 
crossing was one hour eleven minutes 
fifty-five seconds, which beat last year’s 
best by 9 minutes. The winners in each 
class were as follows: 

Outrigger - 6 Person Blake Conant Leu 55 
Sliding Seat - 1 Person Dana Gaines 1:19:29 
Fixed Seat - 5 Person Saquish/Mike Jenness 1:24:48 
Fixed Seat - 1 Person Paul Neil epee 4 
Fixed Seat - 2-4 Person Michael Cushing 1:38:54 
Kayak - 1 Person Lou Carrier jas ee 
Kayak - 2 Person D.J. Donahue [spe ee eg 
Fixed Seat - 4 Plus Cox Floating The Apple 2:00:11 

We started the Pull to begin a new tra- 
dition, a tradition that will build awareness 
of the recreational value of Long Island 
Sound. We look forward to the Pull as an 
opportunity for fun and competition, as 
well as a way to appreciate the Sound as a 
great resource. The event benefits the 
Long Island Soundkeeper Fund in its work 
to protect and preserve the water quality 
and marine habitat of the Sound. 

Soundkeeper is a citizen watchdog or- 
ganization dedicated to the protection and 
enhancement of the biological, physical 
and chemical integrity of the Sound. Born 
in 1987 out of the concerns of commercial 
fishermen and shell fishermen, Sound- 
keeper’s approach to the environment is 
grounded in practical issues of economic 
resources and public health. For more in- 
formation call (203) 854-5330. 
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The Overnight Cruise 
By Paul Browne 

They were a funny pair, the old man and 
the boy wobbling down the dock together. The 
boy had one leg shorter than the other, so he 
walked with quite a hitch. The old man 
dragged the dock cart behind him. The boy 
had his head over the side of the dock more 
than not, looking for fish next to the pilings. 
He got to the boat first and scrambled aboard. 
The boy liked to unlock the cabin, and he was 
trusted with the key. The old man had a spare 
key tucked away in his wallet. He wasn’t born 
yesterday. 

The old man threw his bag aboard, clam- 
bered aboard himself, and then he reached 
back to the finger pier for the groceries, ice, 
and a 5-gallon can of diesel. Marie Liette’s 
refrigerator was a picnic cooler on fhe 
foredeck. He had had an AC/DC fridge on the 
big boat, couldn’t keep it running, hated gen- 
erators. The old man pointed at the fuel can 
and made a squeezing motion with his fist. 
They never talked these two, not with words. 
The boy was stone deaf. 

Catching the old man’s meaning, he lifted 
the forward hatch and rummaged through the 
hold until he found the hose with the squeeze 
pump. The old man had the deck fitting off, 
and the boy started the fuel siphoning. He 
knew to watch that the fuel didn’t overflow, 
and the old man left him to it. The old man 
already knew the tank would easily take it all. 
He wasn’t born yesterday. 

The old man remembered the water and 
fetched the hose off the hook on the piling. 
He smiled when he pulled the bung out of the 
barrel on top of the cabin and poked in the 
hose. He had struggled with the electric pump 
for a whole day, breaking a stud opening it, 
driving to the marine supply store for a seal 
and impeller kit that they might be able to or- 
der in, and finally pitched it into the marina 
14 

dumpster in disgust. Next weekend he bought 
aused wooden barrel, bleached the inside well, 
and rigged it up. When dock walkers stopped 
to look at Marie Liette, and they usually 
stopped, they seemed to like the barrel most 
of all. 

Seeing that the man was distracted by his 
thoughts, and aided by a tidal wave from the 
barrel’s overflow, the bung seized its chance 
for escape. It surfed off the cabin roof and 
dived for the safety of the water. But it was 
cork, not rubber, and the boy saw it drop. He 
pivoted on his gut over the high bulwark, deftly 
scooping it off the water with the fish net as it 
swam by, just able to reach it with his feet in 
the air and his right hand on the wheel to keep 
from joining the bung. They both liked the 
outside wheel. The boy liked to watch it turn 
through the window when he steered from in- 
side. The old man thought it was better to be 
outside at night too when it wasn’t too cold, 
easier to see the channel markers. 

When he built her, the old man placed 
the throttle and gearshift levers next to the 
cabin door so they could be easily reached 
from the foredeck through the open door. The 
wheels, rail, and spars were the only bits of 
brightwork on the boat. Her hull was epoxy 
over plywood, and the old man had painted 
her with a brush. “Don’t have to wax it,” he 
always said. There wasn’t a bit of chrome or 
stainless steel on her, all galvanized, brass, or 
bronze, with 2” manila rope for the rubrail. 

Ten minutes later Marie Liette was pok- 
ing her nose out of the harbor channel. Her 
little 20hp diesel purred below deck. The late 
afternoon thermal was no more than a light 
breeze, so there was only enough chop to make 
the boat happy. In these conditions she was at 
her best, rambling along at 6 knots, working 
her engine at only half power. A couple of teen- 

agers ripped by on jet skis, grinning and wav- 
ing. A few miles later a shrimper passed. Even 
he waved. 

“Now that never happened on the big 
boat,” the old man thought as he swung the 
side window open to catch the beam wind. 
Before he changed his heading a few moments 
earlier, the wind had been on the bow and open 
doors had been enough. It was still a bit too 
hot out there in the sun. The boy didn’t care. 
He had a half-swizzled Coke on the deck next 
to him, and he was imagining himself to be a 
pirate at the moment, with the boat hook for a 
cannon levered out over the bow. 

The old man wasn’t worried about it, the 
boat hook floated. He pounded the bulwark 
with his fist to get the boy’s attention and 
pointed to two dolphins waiting for the boat. 
The old man goosed the engine. Marie Liette 
didn’t throw enough of a bow wave to interest 
dolphins unless she ran full out for them. The 
boy bounced up and down on his good leg. 

Two hours later, and 30 minutes before 
dusk, the boy, the old man, and his boat slipped 
into a little bay. The water was dead calm. The 
old man ran the boat very slowly, in and out 
of gear. The boy poked the water at the bow 
with the boat hook until he felt bottom. He 
swiveled his head around to let the old man 
know. Marie Liette didn’t have a depth 
sounder. In fact, she had only minimal 

electrics, just the running lights, a GPS, a bilge 
pump, and a binnacle light. No house battery 
either. 

“Always replacing them, always wonder- 
ing if they’re charged, better off without one,” 
the old man liked to tell visitors when they 
were aboard. The anchor was only 25 pounds, 
not heavy enough to need a windlass or a 
cathead. When they were close to the center 
of the cove, the old man lifted the anchor over 
the bow. He let the boy lower it and watched 
him pay out the rode as he slowly backed 
down. 

The old man boosted the boy up to the 
cabin roof and then clambered up himself. That 
light which sometimes bounces around clouds 
before sunset made everything appear sharp 
and strange. The boy untied the dinghy and 
together they worked the lines, swinging the 
little boat over the side and lowering it to the 
water. The old man pulled a propane lantern 
out of a small box, lit and adjusted it. Reach- 
ing up almost as high as he could, he slipped 
the bottle into a frame at the masthead. It was 
harder for them to get down. They had to hang 
onto a stay with one hand and the dinghy with 
the other. 

“Gotta get some sort of a ladder here,” 
the old man muttered to himself as he groped 
for the rail with his foot. He planted the boy 
safely on deck and then swatted at a couple of 
mosquitoes on his arm. He found the bug dope, 
but the boy was already half adrift in the din- 
ghy, banging oars, lights, and bucket. The old 
man tossed him the bottle. 

“That’s it, wear out the old ones first,” 

the old man mused, but he wasn’t annoyed as 
he rigged the boat by himself for the night. He 
worried a folded fiberglass screen out of a 
drawer and hung it around the stern deck, push- 
ing the Velcro strips together around the edges. 
He sat down for a bit when he saw the boy 
pulling away in the little boat. For some rea- 
son his emotions were stronger now that he 
was older. It was the sight of the boy row- 
ing the dinghy in a straight line, except 
when swatting a bug. The old man was fid- 



dling with the screen over the forward door 
when the boy resumed, each dip of the oars 
stirring up a faint glow of green phosphores- 
cent light in the darkness, the smell of bug dope 
wafting gently downwind of him. 

Together they slid the cooler next to the 
screen so they could reach it through the zip- 
per. Then they retreated inside, the old man 
flailing his arms around his head at the bugs, 
and the boy wondering about supper. Later on, 

after they had downed the steak, fried onions, 
and potatoes, they took the folding chairs onto 
the stern deck. They played cards by lantern 
light. The old man drank a couple of glasses 
of wine and a gallon of cool night air. 

Most of the bay dried out during the night, 
but since Marie Liette liked the old fe!low and 
his grandson, she looked after things herself 
while they slept. A good deal of her bottom 
was flat, you see, so she only settled down at 

the bow by a couple of degrees, pushing her 
keel into the soft mud a little. The old man 
snored but slept well inside on his air mattress. 
The boy preferred to sleep on the stern deck. 
They were both oblivious to the bugs that 
bounced against the screens, struggling to find 
a way in. A gang of them crawled up the sink 
drain hose, but the old man had left the stop- 
per in and they couldn’t lift it. He wasn’t born 
yesterday. 

Dreamboats... The Tri Blue Bird 
By Richard Carsen 

This is based on a model I found in a 
German Museum. What I have drawn is a 
flatbottomed boat, but in the model the 
three boats forming this tri had shallow V 
bottoms. This is a small semi-private mu- 
seum, which did have some very good 
stuff, I never saw elsewhere. It is on the 
Schwach-Hauser Hehr Strasse in Bremen 
next to, and on the grounds of, the apart- 
ments for (German) naval personnel’s 
widows. The model was labelled as Hawai- 
ian. 

Now, I have been told that king 

Kamehameha, after he had invaded and sub- 
jugated all the Hawaiian islands, planned 
to invade Tahiti and the surrounding is- 
lands. He thought that the existing double 
canoes which he had used for the local 
conquests, would be too small for such a 
long distance operation and he was ex- 
perimenting with trimarans when death put 
a stop to his plans. It is my opinion that 
what we are looking at here, is one of 
those experiments, a central larger - and 

two smaller craft, modeled on the lifeboats 

of the visiting ships. 
The forms were of the simplest: a 

double-ended craft, wall-sided, with a bot- 
tom sloping upwards from the keel, the 
plane of which was bounded by the 
straight keel below and the curving chine, 
ending at the bottoms of both stem and 
stern posts, that is the ends of the keel. As 
a kid, I had a sailing model with that 
shape. There is nothing wrong with it, 
simple to construct, and its sailing capa- 
bility excellent. 

I put a schooner rig on this contrap- 
tion. Single outriggers sail in the Pacific 
with some kind of square sail that balances 
around a heavily sloping mast, which 
slopes toward the smaller hull. I saw this 
same sail, but reduced to a kind of sprit, in 
photos of a regatta at the eastern end of 
New Guinea, on a racing outrigger. Among 
the Pacific sailors anything goes. 

When first sailing the Hoku’lea, the 
double canoe built for the centennial and 

sailed to Tahiti and back by Polynesian 
type navigation, they had it rigged with 
some kind of western rig. The rig was 
found to be highly dangerous as our rigs 
are not lifting but rather heeling rigs. 
With the exception of the Balinese trian- 
gular rig, however, all native rigs need a 
crew, at least one capable man or boy be- 
sides the skipper. Listening to the tales of 
the Hoku’lea under western sail, I knew 

what they were talking about. They were 
truly in danger. 

So maybe, this tri should not have 
this kind of sail. Maybe it should be 
rigged the Hawaiian way with Hawaiian 
sails which will twist and turn before the 
wind and spill it; the sail I have shown is 

not excessive, but just the same. In the 

next issue I will show and explain this fas- 
cinating Hawaiian fan rig, along with an- 
other one, the balanced rig on the slanting 
mast mentioned before. 

Wing Systems 
Touring Shell 

The 1 Boat Fleet 

A breakthrough in performance, versa- 
tility, safety and value. Wing’s Touring 
Shell converts in minutes from single or 
double rowing shell into a_ single or 
double touring kayak. Easy enough for a 
child to handle, fast on smooth water, 
safe in open water. Cartop it anywhere. 
Touring Shell with one Piantedosi 
RoWing - $2,035, Touring Shell as sin-" 
gle kayak - $1,675. Order directly for 
free shipping. Or call for more informa- 
tion and dealers. 

Wing Systems 
P.O. Box 568, Dept. 2A3 
Oyster Bay, NY 11711 

For Orders: (516) 922-2656 Collect 



Launching The 
Lewis H. Story 

By Bob Hicks 
The tide had crested at the bottom of 

the launching ramp at the Essex Shipbuild- 
ing Museum in Essex, Massachusetts on 
September 25th as builder Harold Burnham 
checked all his arrangements for launching 
the 35’ Chebacco boat Lewis H. Story. He 
stopped at water’s edge and hollered across 
the narrow tidal river to his large family 
group gathered on the dock opposite at the 
Burnham property to get off the dock just 
in case. They were in direct line should the 
Lewis H. Story carry that far. As he turned 
back up the ramp to where the boat lay 
cocked onto her port bilge, he muttered, 
“This should be interesting.” 

Interesting indeed. This was the cul- 
mination of Harold’s latest venture in his- 
torical boat building, a project for the tiny 
museum that involved researching just 
what the early 19th century Chebacco boat 
really was like, how it was built, and of 
what, and then going ahead and building 
it. Now he was about to launch the boat in 
the traditional Essex schooner manner, 
sliding her down the ways laid over on her 
bilge. He’d never done this before, nor had 

anyone else present. Historian, and former 
owner of the Story Shipyard, Dana Story, 

had launched the boats he’d built there in 
the ‘40’s on cradles, allowing as how he 
never did dare to do it the way his father 
Arthur D. Story and other builders in the 
once booming schooner building town 
had. 

The technique evolved of necessity as 
the Essex River,.a narrow winding tidal 
stream, had precious little width and depth 
for ships that grew to as much as 150’ in 
length with concomitant beam and draft. 
To avoid the vessel sticking her deep keel 
into the river bottom, even at highest 
tides, the builders laid them over on a 
bilge, resting the vessel’s side on a sled 
on a greased rail that paralleled the keel 
rail. When the ship hit the water, the sled 

Going, going, splash and coming up 
alongside the Burnham’s dock across the 
river. A perfect launching. 



hit a stop, and the hull tipped further over 
onto her side as she slid out into the river, 
raising the keel and effectively reducing 

her draft. By the time she rolled back up 
she’d be far enough out into deeper water. 

Well this Chebacco boat really didn’t 
need as much room as her larger predeces- 
sors but Harold had to launch her and this 
seemed to him the way to do it. As he 
walked back up to where the Lewis H. 
Story lazed against her bilge the large 
crowd of several hundred onlookers was si- 
lent, awaiting the moment. Harold drove 
out one of the two remaining blocks hold- 
ing the keel off the greased rail near the 
stern, then went forward and knocked out 
the block near the bow. The boat sat there 
poised. Just as Harold laid hands on her 
stem to perhaps encourage her to go, she 
began to slide. With a graceful unwavering 
swoop she came down the ways and into 
the river to the accompanying cheers from 
the crowd. And she carried on across the 
river, coming up right alongside that fam- 
ily dock, a perfect launching. 

As Harold turned back from following 
her progress, his face, moments before fa- 
tigued from his 4am start on this day and 
the strain of his responsibilities, was 
alight. At 31 he hasn’t yet figured out how 
to maintain a stolid Yankee visage in the 
face of his success. A standing ovation 
greeted the youthful builder as he walked 
up the ramp, it had all gone just as it ought 
to have, a dramatic moment of history re- 
lived. 

“Looks like Harold really did know 
what he was doing,” I remarked to Dana 
Story. Dana, who had seen this all before 
on a larger scale during his younger days 
in his father’s shipyard in those schooner 
building days, was smiling. “I have a great 
deal of respect for Harold,” he replied. 

The builder cannot repress a smile as he 

basks in the glow of success for all his 

preparations. 
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About the Lewis H. Story 

Harold A. Burnham, Designer/Builder 
The Lewis H. Story was designed as a 

flagship for the Essex Shipbuilding Mu- 
seum. Although she is a little small for her 
type this was the biggest sawn frame ves- 
sel I thought I could build using only vol- 
unteer help in one winter and the most 
practical for the museum to purchase. At 
thirty two feet she will be easy for the mu- 
seum to maintain and not intimidating for 
the membership to use. 

Chebacco boats, like Gloucester 
schooners or modern lobster boats, were 
developed over many years and varied not 

only in size but from boat to boat as well. 
Knowing this and with no known contem- 
porary plans, detailed models, or paint- 
ings of Chebacco boats to work from the 
Lewis H. Story was designed more as a rep- 
resentation of her type than an exact rep- 
lica of any individual vessel. 

Some features known to Chebacco 
boats which I have incorporated into the 
Lewis H. Story are her “rams head stem”, 
standing rooms, raised forecastle deck, 
low waist board, pink stern and cat schoo- 
ner rig. 

The Essex Shipbuilding Museum 
Why did Essex launch more two-masted vessels than any other town in the world? 

Shipbuilding as an indsutry was established in Essex as early as 1668 to fill a local need 
for fishing craft. By 1849 as many as 15 shipyards were producing over 50 vessels a year 
and Essex was recognized worldwide as North America’s major producer of fishing schoo- 
ners. How could such a small town so dominate an industry and play such a major role in 
the development of the American Fishing Schooner? What were these vessels like? How 
were they built? 

_ You can discover the answers at the Essex Shipbuilding Museum. For more informa- 
tion, including winter hours (we’re open seven days a week in summer), call (978) 768- 
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The Lewis H. Storyis ready but the keel rail 
has yet to be completed up to the keel. iis 

a 
i 

Harold Burnham finishes off greasing the 
bilge sled rail under the leaning hull. 

The bilge sled in place. When the boat 
started to go it left behind the blocking 
and wedges at left. 

How’d He Do That? 
In 1997 when Harold Burnham built 

the 65’ schooner Thomas B. Lannon for 
Tom Ellis (see May 1, 1997 issue) he was 
not responsible for her launching (see 
August 1, 1997 issue). Owner Ellis opted 
for a slower but less risky approach that 
took about four days easing the big boat 
down the ways somewhat like moving a 
building. At that time Harold allowed as 
how he’d probably try to launch her like 
they did in the schooner building days, 
laid over on her side on greased rails. He 
recognized that some of those bygone 
launchings had gone awry, once the boat 
started down the ways it had better have 
been set up properly. 

Awaiting the launching of the Lewis 
H. Story I watched the final preparations 
being made to the launching rails. Most of 
the rails were in place but several of Har- 
old’s assistants were still scouting up 
planks and fitting them into gaps and then 

spiking them to blocks. It seemed to me to 
be sort of a random lining up of planks of 
varying sizes but Harold had set up a line 
to get them parallel and himself went in 
under the hull to place the final few planks 
and grease them. 

Earlier he had eased the hull over onto 
its port bilge with building jacks until it 
rested on a plank sled that in turn rested on 
the greased bilge rail. Harold explained to 
me that it was vital to get the hull’s center 
of gravity when heeled over to fall midway 
between the parallel launching rails to 
eliminate side thrust on the rails and assure 
a straight shot to the water. Both rails had 
flanges on them along their outer edges, 
planks spiked on to constrain both the 
edge of the keel and the bilge sled from 
sliding off sideways. When all was in 
place a miscellaneous collection of planks 
had been assembled into a rather precisely 
aligned slanting set of greased rails. 

It worked just as Harold figured it 
should. 

Lining up the keel rail under the stern, these volunteers are working to a string line set by 
the builder to assure parallel rails. 



PIVBOAKS) 
Software for the design of small boats 
State of the Art Timesaver for Professional or Amateur 

Complete Unit Flexibility 
Metric, Decimal Inches or Feet-Inch-Eighths 

¢ Fast Sketch technique utilizes the equations of bent draftsman’s 

splines. Curves are always precisely fair. No 

fairing procedures required. 

* Calculates Displacement, heeling-righting 

moments. Displaced area centroid analysis 

provides insight into hull drag. 
¢ Develop Sail Plan using two masts, 20 sail 

types and jib. Shows Plan center of effort. 
Sail lead of Sail Center of effort vs. Hull 

Lateral area. 
¢ Flat panel layout for plywood stitch and glue, 

welded steel or aluminum. 
¢ Isometric views, with vanishing point, wire 

frame and solid views. 

¢ Model scaling: Provides all detail for model or full 

scale building. 
Print out all graphics, offsets, design table, sail data, 

coefficients, etc. 

e¢ Export to CAD; 2D views, 3D view, sail plan and/or plywood 

layout. 

116 page 81/2” x 11” bound manual; over 80 example designs on disk. 

RAY CLARK ENTERPRISES 
7071 Warner Ave., #F, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 

Fax or phone (714) 840-7284 ¢ E-mail plyboats@ido.net 

More detail at Website: http://www.plyboats.com 

VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS 
$145.00 plus S&H (CA residents include tax) 
S&H: US $5.50, Canada $8.00, others $12.00 
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The NEW Ultrafeed LS-1 
A Walking Foot Machine for $399! 
This well built, all metal, straight stitch sewing machine 

features a high lift, powered walking foot for the ultimate in 
feeding ability. Feeds heavy, slippery, sticky fabrics with ease. 
Walks over thick hems, makes the transition from thick to thin 
without skipping stitches. Produces very consistent stitch 
lengths. A long (6mm) straight stitch capability reduces 
needle pucker for professional quality upholstery & canvas 
work. 

Learn more at: www.sailrite.com / FREE CATALOG 
800-348-2769 / 219-244-6715 / fax 219-244-4184 / E-mail: 
sailrite @ sailrite.com / PO Box 987, Columbia City, IN 46725. 

SAIL & CANVAS SUPPLIES, TOOLS, KITS, SAILS, COVERS 

Dedicated To 

Teaching 

Yacht 

Restoration 

Two-Year Apprenticeship Program 

Evening & Weekend Workshops 

Seasonal Lectures 

Seamanship Aboard Classics 

International Yacht Restoration School 

449 Thames Street, Box MA, Newport, RI 02840 
TEL 401 848-5777 WWW.IYRS.COM 
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RAKA EPOXY & FIBERGLASS 
We have several types of epoxy resins with different mix 

ratios for coating, gluing and composite construction. Our 
large fiberglass inventory includes many weights of stan- 
dard woven materials as well as a good selection of biax- 

ials and triaxials. Carbon and kevlar fabrics are also avail- 
able. We offer the lowest prices and same day U.P.S. 
shipping. Our normal store hours are from 9am to Spm 
Monday to Friday, but calls are welcome seven days a. 
week until 10pm. Write or call us or see our internet site 
for complete info and prices. 

RAKA, INC. 
41 No Congress Ave. #8B, Delray Beach, FL 33445 

Ph. (561) 279-8929 - Fax (561) 279-2539 
www.raka.com 



Building Tyler’s Tortoise - A Promise Kept 
Part | 

Story and photos by Edward H. Wiser 

The idea for this boat began many months 
before making the first saw cut. Watching my 
young friend, Tyler Kelley, struggle to row our 
glass dinghy around the harbor at Miami’s 
Dinner Key Marina, it became clear that what 
he needed was a boat specially designed to fit 
his 7-year-old body. A boat with a 4’ beam and 
6’ oars was just too much to handle, although 
I confess it was entertaining to watch him at 
work. He just couldn’t get the knack of facing 
aft while rowing forward. Each time he took 
the boat out, Tyler would sit squarely in the 
middle of the seat, firmly grasp both oars, and 
proceed to valiantly tool about the anchorage 
stern first. 

The search for his special “kid size” boat 
began with a review of retail catalogs, boat 
show offerings, and boat plans and kits offered 
in publications like WoodenBoat. Nowhere 
could I find a dinghy with anything less than 
a4’ beam. The only boats that fit that param- 
eter were either tender candidates like a ca- 
noe or kayak, which I considered unsafe for 

him, or toys that were so wet that a swimsuit 
was a necessity. Finally, looking through trea- 
sured back issues of Small Boat Journal (gone 
now, but fondly remembered), I chanced upon 
an article about a 10’ dory with built-in flota- 
tion scaled down for kids. When I tried to lo- 
cate the designer at the address in the article, 
he was nowhere to be found. Not too surpris- 
ing when you consider the article was ten years 
old. 

Having no luck with the back issue route, 
I called or visited boat dealers all over south 
Florida, and pestered everyone I know for help. 
I was just about to give up. Then one evening 
I recalled a resource that had been overlooked. 
A few years ago I sent a letter to Peter Spectre 
at WoodenBoat telling him how much I missed 
the old Mariner’s Catalog, which he had put 
together with George Putz (sadly, also now 
gone, but remembered with affection). 

At the time I only had Issue #2, and I 
told him that little book was one of my most 
treasured possessions. Evidently Peter, like 

The completed side and transom panels. Notice that the sides are exact duplicates. 

most Mainiacs, is not only a heck of a great 
guy but is susceptible to sincere flattery as well 
because he promptly sent me copies of the 
other issues. Recalling all this, I started thumb- 
ing through those gems and found a reference 
to H.H. “Dynamite” Payson and the phenom- 
ena called “instant boats.” As fate would have 
it, I have a copy of his book Building the New 
Instant Boats, but had neglected to check it 
out for a kid’s boat. Well, there was the an- 
swer I'd been looking for and it had been on 
my bookshelf the whole time. Near the back 
of the book was my “Holy Grail.” 

Dynamite’s Tortoise, drawn by Phil 
Bolger, was the one boat that could fit my cri- 
teria. At 6’S” overall, it was short enough to 
build on the back patio of my second floor 
condo. This 8’x10’ area became an instant 
boatyard. With a beam of only 3’2”, I felt con- 
fident that Tyler could master it and the 5’ oars 
that would go along with it. Tortoise was light 
enough for him to be able to manhandle, stable 
enough for me to feel he would stay upright 
and not capsize, and had enough rocker that it 
looked like this little rectangle might actually 
sail. 

I called Dynamite right away to ask if he 
had plans in stock. He did, and my check was 
in the mail that night. I told him about the dory 
plans and he said it would not be doing any- 
one a favor to scale one down to the size I 
needed. You need an LOA over 15’ to make 
that concept work. 

When the plans arrived, and they did so 
promptly, I immediately set to work, “too” 
immediately as it turned out. I got two sheets 
of 1/4” BC exterior plywood from Home De- 
pot (AC was not available), an 8’ long pine 

The sides and transoms glued and screwed 
together. Notice the bungee cord cross brace. 



1x6, and 10 pressure treated 1x2s. Now, 
Tortoise’s plans and Dynamite’s instructions 
call for you to rip 2x4s into 3/4” thick sec- 
tions, leaving you with lumber measuring 
8’ long by 1-5/8” wide, exactly the same 
as the store-bought 1x2s. So if you plan to 
build one of these babies, skip all that labor 
and waste and buy the milled product off the 
shelf. 

Next, after hoisting all this lumber up- 
stairs, I shoved everything in the living room 
up against the wall and started to transfer the 
dimensions of each section from the paper 
plans to my plywood sheets. Fortunately, I’m 
a bachelor and was not served with divorce 
papers for this and subsequent actions. How- 
ever, my cat, CJ, did require a lot of profes- 
sional counseling to recover from the trauma 
of a displaced litter box. Getting started was 
easy and soon, Skilsaw in one hand and jig- 
saw in the other, I was making noise and saw- 
dust on the patio. 

Now a boat is a wondrous thing in many 
ways, but one thing I hadn’t counted on was 
how this project would help me meet so many 
of my neighbors. Kids soon gathered and 
shouted up to ask me what I was doing. They 
soon became a regular audience, and atten- 
dance and interest grew as the boat took shape. 
Shortly after I made the first cuts there was a 
knock on my door. This is it, I figured. The 
condo commandos are going to shut me down. 

Well, no way. Turned out one of my 
neighbors was trying to repair a kitchen cabi- 
net and wanted me to make a quick Skilsaw 
cut for him. It was like this all the way through 
construction. Joggers out for a little run around 
the lake would slow down to have a look or 
stop to inquire about my progress. There were 
times when I felt a bit like a latter day Noah. 

The plans called for cutting out two du- 
plicate sides and then gluing chine logs to the 
exterior of each piece. This was when I made 
my first real error in the project. Boats don’t 
have duplicate sides, they have mirror image 
sides. After epoxying the 1x2s in place, as 
shown in Dynamite’s plans and construction 
tips, I found that the port side had its chine on 
the outside but the starboard side had its on 
the inside. Of course, I didn’t realize this mis- 
take until after I had completed both the bow 
and stern transoms as well and tried to attach 
them to the sides. 

It was a very disheartening moment. I was 
racing to complete this boat as a Christmas 
gift for Tyler and was working hard to finish a 
different task each day. All day long at work I 
had been thinking about how I could rush 
home and get the boat glued up. And now, for 
the first and only time, I considered throwing 
in the towel. Discouraged, I figured that I 
would just make a trip to Toys “backward R” 
Us and get him something off the shelf. 

Well, that thought lasted for about 30 sec- 

onds and then I remembered my dad. If he had 
been doing this for me he would not have given 
up. He would have looked things over, redone 
what was necessary, and then kept on going. 
And so would I. Tyler was not a “plastic” kid 
and he deserved better than a plastic present. I 
headed out the drive enroute to Home Depot 
for another sheet of plywood when the pro- 
verbial light came on. Why not use this mis- 
take to make the boat stronger by putting chine 
logs both inside and outside the boat? It would 
double the surface contact between the bot- 
tom panel and the sides and allow for more 
glued surface and I could use larger fasteners. 

OK, it may never replace a steam box, but this method was effective in curving the bottom panel. 

Half done. Since I was doing this alone, I initially centered the bottom over a pencil mark at the 
center of the slides, clamped it into place, and then sat on the plywood to hold it down while 
securing with stainless self tapping screws. 

What a stroke! Feeling like I was the 
Donald Mackay of the 20th century, I went 
back upstairs and did exactly that. No offense 
meant to either Dynamite or Phil, for I admire 
the work of both of them. But this “mistake” 
turned out to be the first of several changes I 
made to the original design which I think are 
significant improvements. 

Having doubled the chine logs, I installed 
another 1x2 on the inside and outside of the 
gunwale on both side sections. This gave me 
a lot of structural reinforcement without a sig- 
nificant addition in weight (something I was 
very sensitive to in light of Tyler’s size), pro- 
vided a thicker section for attaching hardware 
like oarlocks and cleats, and in effect made a 
full length handle along each side. 

I followed Dynamite’s suggestion to 
make the chine log on both bow and stern out 

The leading edge has been secured and I’ve 
turned her on her side to make it easier to 
square the sides before proceeding. 



Ah yes, a newly epoxied hull glistening in the sunset! Que romantico! 

By now everyone wanted to get into the picture...literally. Here, my sister Heidi applies the final 
coat of Kelley Green 

cs Bao 

of larger stock than the 3/4x 1-5/8 stock called 
for in the original plans. Here is where I used 
a 1x6, which I cut down later after gluing to- 
gether both ends and the sides and before in- 
stalling the bottom. By the time I was done 
with all this shaping, it was clear that a 1x2 
used here was terribly inadequate and left you 
with too little wood to make a strong join to 
the bottom. 

Next I set up the sides, bow, and transom 

in the living room, assembling them upside 
down with epoxy and stainless screws. Along 
the way, I used a square to insure alignment. 
To hold this until the glue set, I put screw eyes 
into each quarter on the inside and used bungee 
cords to cross brace the whole thing. It was a 
simple matter to adjust the tension to keep 
everything in place. 

The following day I smeared glue along 
the chine logs in preparation for attaching the 
bottom panel. I had cut this section out sev- 
eral days before but had made it a little larger 
than called for in the plans. I wanted plenty of 
overlap and knew this could be easily trimmed 
later. This was far preferable to coming up 

Anne Favarato lends a hand with the graph- 
ics. 

short. I had suspended this piece like a bridge 
between four plastic milk crates I had “bor- 
rowed” from the Winn-Dixie store down the 
street. (Don’t send the police, these have since 
been returned.) On top of the plywood I piled 
several old ballast stones that I had recovered 
from a Spanish galleon wreck off Long Key 
years before. For good measure, I added a de- 
fused 5” naval shell that I had found on a gun- 
nery range in Virginia back in 1970. I’ ve been 
toting that thing around all these years and fi- 
nally found a good use for it. 

Of course, all this weight in the middle 
caused the bottom piece to sag down like a 
pregnant cow. When it came time to put it in 
place, it already had a curve that was close to 
that of the finished boat. This made the instal- 
lation process a lot simpler and was especially 
appreciated since I was doing all of this solo. 
Moving quickly, I set the bottom in place over 
the upside down hull and fastened it in place 
with epoxy and #8 3/4” stainless self-tapping 
screws. 

Basic assembly completed, I moved Tor- 
toise back onto the patio, sanded everything 
with 80 grit, rounded and shaped where 
needed, and then covered the whole thing, in- 
side and out, with a coat of epoxy. Chances 
were good that Tyler would be dragging this 
boat through the backyard to get to the canal 
behind his house, and I wanted to give the 
bottom some protection. That was when I came 
up with another bit of insight. Why not install 
rub strakes on the bottom to raise the plywood 
off the ground? 

To do so, I used two sections of lattice 

strip, about 3/8” x 1-1/2”, to laminate a rub 
rail directly below the chine logs on both sides 
of the bottom. If I had it to do over again, I 
would use three and build it up to over an inch. 
I faired these in using epoxy fillets on the in- 
board side and, after painting, I caulked and 
screwed 3/4 stainless steel rub rails over them 
for added protection and ease in dragging 
about. 

Next I sanded and faired the epoxied hull 
with 80 grit. Then, I installed 3/4 x 3/4 stock 
the length of the interior on both sides about 
6” below the gunwale. This was because I 
decided to forgo Bolger’s full-length longitu- 
dinal, removable thwart and use two conven- 
tional ones instead. This gave me savings in 
weight, eliminated a needlessly bulky com- 
ponent, and gave added athwartship strength 
and rigidity. 

Also, I was concerned that someone 

Tyler’s size might find straddling that thing a 
bit difficult and uncomfortable. Remember, it’s 
warm here in south Florida almost year round, 
and we do most of our boating in shorts. I was 
afraid that the sides of the original seat would 
chafe his legs. This full-length riser also al- 
lows infinite seat adjustment. That’s a 
good idea since the captain of this little 
boat grows an inch or two every year. 

After the rough sanding, I applied a coat 
of Z-Spar Hi-Hide primer, most of which 
ended up as dust after I attacked it with my 
Makita and a few sheets of 150 grit. Next came 
a coat of Z-Spar 101 primer, another assault 

with 150 grit, followed by three coats of Z- 
Spar 100 Hi Gloss White thinned with T-10. 
A little clarification is probably in order here. 
Having spent the past 15 years as both a yacht 
captain and yacht broker, I’ve become too 
much of a perfectionist for my own good. Al- 
though the final finish was three coats thick, 
in reality at least six coats were applied. Half 



the time though I would be dissatisfied with 
the results, sand it off, and do it again. This 
was not the fault of the paint products but was 
strictly “pilot error.” 

Now let me say that I am in no way con- 
nected with Z-Spar Paint Company, but I was 
very pleasantly surprised by the even manner 
in which these final coats flowed out and the 
brush marks disappeared. When my old friend, 
Kevin (aka KeviBear) Doran, dropped in from 
Memphis, he thought the boat was made of 
fiberglass. And let me add that KB is an expe- 
rienced boater. Too experienced actually! He 
quickly picked out the one flaw in the entire 
boat, the need to add another rub strake down 
the center of the bottom to match the two on 
either side. If I were to build this boat again, 
that and the thicker bottom rub strakes are the 
only changes I would make. 

(To Be Continued) 
And my neighbor Diamante Stoveall instructs the builder in proper kid size seat placements. 

Does this sound familiar? I don’t know 
how much longer I can take this question 
calmly. Someday I might explode and yell 
back, “Never!” Now I appreciate what I read 
in this magazine a few months ago. Someone 
put up a big sign in front of their boat, “It will 
be ready when it’s ready!” 

When we first bought our 37’ ketch at an 
auction for $1000, it seemed that our lifetime 
wish had been granted by some sea god. It was 
a little rundown, it had no engine, but so what? 
We knew that we could never have afforded a 
new boat like it. We had great enthusiasm and 
will power, and some money. After all, the boat 
had sailed safely from Jamaica without an 
engine and with 22 illegal Cubans on board. 
It had also survived Hurricane Hortense on a 
mooring. You could say it had good karma. 

While the boat was still at the mooring, 
the first thing I did was sew cushions for the 
main salon. We spent wonderful evenings out 
on the mooring. We cooked dinners and dreamt 
about future voyages drinking good wine and 
listening to good music. We slept under the 
starry skies, lulled by its rhythmic sway. We 
spent hours looking through fancy yachting 
magazines. It seemed that we wanted nothing 
but the best for our boat. We ordered fancy 
copper salon lamps and the most expensive 
lines. 

However, when reality took hold, we 
docked the boat into the marina to start work- 
ing on it. Towing the 1 1-ton ketch through the 
narrow and shallow channel was a feat in it- 
self. It involved hiring a tractor to pull it into 
a perfect slip. It was the end slip in the marina 
with a dock alongside and enough trees to 
work in the shade. 

Examining it closer, we realized that the 
whole cabin had to be stripped and rebuilt. It 
also needed a new foundation for the mast, 
etc., etc., My nice navy blue cushions had to 

be put away. Nevertheless, we made great 
photos of my husband at the top of the mast. 
They did not show my fears that he could fall 
off and break his neck at any moment. 

Once the second-hand Ford Lehman 
diesel (120hp, 6-cylinder) engine was put in 
with the crane, the “engine stage” had begun. 
Richard spent days building motor mounts, 
aligning the engine, installing new heat ex- 
change cooling tubes, etc. He would come 
home covered with black engine oil. It was 
always black under his fingernails. At night 

And When 1s the Boat 
Going to be Ready” 

By Smyljka Fitzgerald 

he had dreams of live tube-like diesels attack- 
ing him. In other words, he had become a die- 
sel mechanic. At the mention of mechanics, I 
have to digress a little. How many of this spe- 
cies of humans do you know that will show 
up when you expect them, and how many will 
show up only when they feel up to it? 

Yet work on the engine went on. Days 
and months passed and we were constantly 
confronted with the same question, “When will 
the boat be ready?” As the mysteries of the 
engine were gradually solved, the day finally 
came to put some fuel in the tanks and start it. 
Suspense was in the air as my husband pressed 
the fateful starter button. We heard a roaring 
sound. The engine was purring like a monster 
cat! It was sweet music to our ears. We couldn’t 
believe it. For the next week or so all we could 
talk about was that beautiful diesel. 

Now we seriously considered taking her 
out for a trial run. The day came and when 
Richard pressed the starter. there was no reac- 
tion. Try again, nothing. Being betrayed by 
his own wife might have been easier. We had 
been so close to motoring out. Now we had to 
start all over. Everyone seemed to know what 
was wrong and everyone’s diagnosis was dif- 
ferent. 

Up to this date we are engulfed in engine 
repair. The mechanic has been taking money 
for some parts, but the parts still haven’t 
shown up. 

| think of my nice navy blue cushions. I 
wanted the main salon to look nice. After all, 
we would be sailing soon. How soon? Two 
years have passed, another hurricane is on the 
way, we are in debt. Still the word “soon” is 
as Current as ever. Soon. Soon. 

In the meantime, our little 12’ Pelican still 
provides us pleasure. Just the other day, as we 
gave up waiting for the mechanic, my friend’s 
kids who were visiting from Europe showed 
up and wanted us to take them sailing. “Why 
not,” we agreed. As Richard was preparing the 
fishing gear, the 17-year-old boy asked, “What 
will you catch?” “A big kingfish,” he answered 
absently. I laughed to myself. We had not 

caught a big fish in months. 
The wind was howling but we sailed out 

any way. I knew that the gusts were vicious, 
but the kids, since it was their first trip, thought 
that it was supposed to be that way and en- 
joyed themselves. 

We had not been sailing long when the 
line zoomed off. This time it really was a big 
one! I took over the tiller, forgot all about the 
25 mph gusts. I concentrated on leading that 
fish into the boat. Finally we pulled in a 29- 
pound kingfish. “Wow, how did you know?” 
they asked. My husband smiled and answered, 
“T just knew.” 

As the kids were leaving, they passed by 
the ketch. They looked at it and asked, “And 
when will this boat be ready?” 
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I wish I could had gotten up early enough 
to see the expression on the faces of the camp- 
ers on the next site when they woke up to find 
a 26’ Luger cruising sailboat next to them. 
Then when my wife, myself, and three kids 
came clambering out for breakfast, there must 
have been even more looks of incredulity. 

Camp-out Style Messing About in Boats 
Even though my 26' Luger auxiliary sail- 

boat Windjammer was completely self-con- 
tained with its own galley, head, water sup- 
ply, lighting system, and bunks for five, we 
often took advantage of a nice night to have a 
campfire by the boat, roast marshmallows, 
hotdogs, or whatever came naturally. After a 
hearty open air supper, my boys would help 
me gather some firewood and start a nice fire. 
Dot would take the galley stove out of Wind- 
jammer and whip us up a nice dinner or, when 
the ship’s purse was fat enough, we would 
unhitch, pile the kids in the car, and go in 
search of the nearest ice cream parlor for a 
special treat. 

In the evening, I would get the old guitar 
or ukulele out and we could do a little singing 
around the campfire while the marshmallows 
were burning. The Thompsons, who usually 
traveled with us in their regular old-fashioned 
travel trailer with their brood, would join us 
until it was time for the kids to be in their bunks 
and the adults could have a little time by them- 
selves for a little parent talk and to make plans 
for the next day’s travel. 

In the morning, it was breakfast around 
the campsite’s table and then check the hitch 
and be off on the road for another easy day’s 
travel. We rarely liked to go more than 100 to 
150 miles a day, so we would be able to find 
another campsite early enough to get a good 
site near the johns, water, and all the other fa- 
cilities. Relaxation was the name of our dry 
land sailing and cruising game. 

The kids still remember those “dry land” 
cruises and the good times we shared as much 
as they did the cruises and experiences on the 
water. All three of the kids have taken to trailer/ 
sailer camping by themselves and with 
their families. It just goes to show that 
there can be just as much fun messing 
about in boats on the dry land as there is 
on the water. 
Messin’ About the Boat on the Water 

When we got to our final destination, in- 
variably on a body of water that might be in 
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Virginia, Ten- 
nessee, North Carolina, and so many other 
places I cannot remember them all, it was time 
to set up the campsite like any other trailer 
campers and launch the boat. We always man- 
aged to get a campsite either on the water or 
in sight of the water so we could keep Wind- 
jammer in sight. There was usually a little bit 
of a fight among the kids as to who was going 
to be able to sleep aboard the boat and who 
would find themselves landbound on the dirt. 

The evening campfires became planning 
parties for deciding where we were going to 
go for the next day’s cruise and swim party. 
There always seemed to be “far away islands” 
for the kids to explore and to navigate. They 
all found treasures of driftwood, shells, stones, 
or bric-a-brac of innumerable kinds to bring 
home to show-and-tell in school or to show 
the poor neighborhood kids whose poor par- 
ents did not have a trailerable sailboat for their 
annual family adventures. 
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Messing About in 
Boats — on Dry Land 
By Bill Foden 

The Overnight Adventures 
Several days were spent where the 

“dads,” usually my friend Jim and I, would 
take the kids for an overnight or two, as well 
as some day cruises, and relieve the ladies so 
they could go off by themselves for an antique 
hunt or some other female type activity all by 
themselves. They liked to visit nearby histori- 
cal sights and enjoy themselves without hav- 
ing their broods of kids around. I still think 
that we menfolk should have gotten some kind 
of special medal or recognition for taking up 
to six kids on all by ourselves. 

The boat was the key to our success in 
fishing and exploring nearby islands and bays. 
The kids, as well as the dads, had to learn to 
be self sufficient without the mommies around. 
They learned that when the problems came you 
had to face them yourself, and not depend on 
the Coast Guard or anyone else outside your- 
self and your own families to solve your prob- 
lems. 

Yes, we had our share of groundings, 
storms, and adventures of all kinds, but that 
was what trailer/sailor messing about in dry 
land houseboats was all about. It was teach- 
ing the children how to take care of themselves 
when problems arose. 

Our Extended Cruising Range 
The most important part of our trailer/ 

sailer activities was that our normal wet- 
bottomed cruising range was multiplied 
many times over. We trailer cruised every place 
from Canada down to North Carolina and out 
as far as Tennessee to the west. We were no 
longer limited by the 5-knot hull speed of our 
beloved Windjammer, but by the 55 mph speed 
limit on the interstates. 

When and if we chose, we could spend 
all the time we wished exploring a favorite 
lake or seashore for an extended period of time. 
Because we could get there so rapidly, we had 
more time to explore a new waterplace and 
enjoy our cruise without feeling rushed to get 
some place and back. 

One Way Water Cruises 
It even became possible for us to put 

Windjammer in the water at one end of a lake 
at a convenient launching ramp and then drive 
the car and trailer to the other end of the lake, 
take a bus or hitch a ride back to the starting 
point and make the cruise from Point A on a 
lake to Point B and not have to turn around 
and go back against possibly unfriendly winds 
and be rushed to go by interesting little coves 
and anchorages in our rush to get back where 
we started from. This way of cruising auto- 

matically doubled the time and distance of our 
water-based houseboat cruises. 

Marinas Not Necessary 
Since Windjammer was self-contained, it 

was rarely necessary to pay the, to us po’ folks, 
outrageous slip fees at a marina, if indeed a 
marina would choose to locate itself where we 
wanted to go while messing about in boats on 
dry land. Every campground on the water be- 
came our special private marina. We usually 
had all the facilities provided by the hoity-toity 
marinas at a much more reasonable price. 

Our marina became anyplace on any lake, 
river, stream, or shore where there was a 
launching ramp. Believe it or not, there are 
still many hundreds of FREE launching ramps 
available to economy-minded trailer house- 
boat sailors around the country. The trailer 
sailor does not even need a campground to be 
quite comfortable for an extended period of 
time. 

Windjammer Not the Ideal Trailer Sailor 
Despite her many good points, my be- 

loved Windjammer isn’t, I must admit, the 
ideal boat for comfortable trailer/sailing. 
Here are some of her problems: 

The Mast Problem: Although I love rag 
sailing, I have to admit that ducking under the 
mast to get into the cabin and putting the stick 
up every time you want to launch can get a bit 
tiresome. 

Hull Shape: The lovely lines of a sail- 
boat hull provide only limited living space. 
Even a 26-footer like Windjammer was a bit 
crowded for a family of five. 

Draft Problem: Although Windjammer 
had a swing-keel, she still drew 2’6” of water 
at her best. Although that is not much by sea- 
going sailboat criteria, it was occasionally a 
problem in trailering because we had to have 
a very good, deep, ramp to get her in the wa- 
ter. 

Weight: Any sailboat except a small cen- 
terboard boat is going to have to have a keel 
made of lead, steel, concrete, or what-have- 
you to provide stability. A keel can weigh many 
hundreds of pounds that you pay for in your 
gas bills. Windjammer’s iron keel alone 
weighed in at nearly 1000 pounds, not count- 
ing her outboard, fuel tanks, water, and what- 
have-you. 

Some standard keel type sailboats might 
have a heavy inboard engine and fuel tanks 
might that might be serious problem for 
trailering. 

Trailer Requirements: Even a swing keel 
boat like Windjammer requires a specially 
made, usually more expensive, trailer. One of 
the biggest problems we had with trailer cruis- 
ing with Windjammer, for instance, was the 
necessity of carrying along a ladder long 
enough to help us climb six feet or so. 

But I shouldn’t be picking on the rag sail- 
ors with these problems as many, many, 
stinkpot boats would have the same problems, 
except the mast, of course. The accommoda- 
tions of the average small 15’ to 20’ stinkpot 
are usually rather rudimentary, to say the least. 
I know owners of “cabin” boats who have 
never even attempted to get into the cabin. 
Many boats with “cuddy cabins” have abso- 
lutely nothing in them and are really uninhab- 

itable except by a contortionist or an ex- 
treme masochist. 



The Ideal Trailer Houseboat 
I have been giving a good bit of thought 

to what the ideal, in my opinion, trailer cruiser 
would be like. Here are some of the features it 
would have. 

Easily Trailered: A trailer with low- 
profile wheels and a trailering height of 
not over 10’, capable of being towed by a 
mid-sized utility vehicle, car or small 
truck. 

Lightweight: A GVW (Gross Vehicle 
Weight) of perhaps 3000 pounds and a hitch 
weight of less than 300 pounds. 

Plenty of Flat Living Room: Sufficient 
FLAT floor space inside to permit all living 
activities and space to breathe and walk 
around. At least 6’ headroom in all cabin ar- 
eas. 

Low Horse Power: Be able to use a low 
horsepower outboard in the 7.5 to 25hp range. 

Economically Homemade: Be capable 
of construction by completely inexperienced 
amateurs using materials available at the lo- 
cal lumberyard and hardware store. 

Shallow Draft: Be able to float in waters 
6” or less for easy launching and retrieval from 
simple boat ramps. 

Long Season Use: Provide liveaboard 
facilities on a year long basis (insulation, heat- 
ing, ventilation, etc.). 

Self Contained: Provide all requirements 
for comfortable living aboard while afloat in- 
cluding galley, head, water, lighting, electric- 
ity, sleeping, entertainment, lounging, etc. 

Storage Space: Have plenty of space for 
storage of clothes, tools, incidentals, and what- 
have-you. 

Rugged Construction: Simple yet rug- 
ged construction to make it capable of 12 
months a year hard use for vacations as well 
as permanent liveaboard lifestyle. 

No doubt there are some MAIB readers 
who will recognize a profile of my houseboat 
design Serenity! -The Slowest Boat Afloat!! in 
this description of an idealized liveaboard, 
trailerable, houseboat. Although I’ m sure there 
are at least some other boats that might meet 
the above qualifying factors for a good 
trailerable, liveaboard houseboat, I believe it 
will be hard to find one that meets the criteria 
as well as my Serenity. The picture shows what 
she looks like on her trailer, loaded up and 
ready for dry-land messing about in boats 
houseboating adventures. 

I would welcome any comments or ques- 
tions by other MAJB readers. Inquiries can be 
addressed to Bill Foden, 2556 Mart Ave., 
Vineland, NJ 08361, tel 609-692-2039. 

Arks Along the Potomac 
From The Chesapeake Bay of Yore Mainly About Rowing and Bailing Craft, F. Tilp 

cl982 <self published> 

“After the Civil War, boatbuilding and shipbuilding flourished along Alexandria’s 
waterfront ... demand for inexpensive houseboats for shipyard workers and professional 
fishermen was met by the ‘arkwrights’ whose initial and successful effort was the famed 
and popular Potomac Ark ... standard model called for a scow-like vessel, 20’ long, 10° 
wide, draft of 12”, flat-bottomed, flat sides, sloping square ends with ... one room with 
ceilinged height of seven feet. 

“« .. Eastern red cedar clapboard siding, red standing-seam tinned flat roof, two win- 
dows, two doors, lighted by kero lamp or candles with a coal-fired stove installed for 
heating and cooking. No engine or sail ... only sweeps or poles .... 

“‘Arks were anchored out or tied to ramshackle piers along the river’s edge usually on 
the western shore ... inlets such as Battery Cove gave shelter from floods and ice gorges. 

“Shipyard workers found the arks to be convenient lodging when moored near the 
job. Fishermen discovered arks to be ideal for economical living quarters as well as ad- 
equate...for a workshop and box and barrel storage. Then too, the occupants were free 
from real estate tax, municipal building codes and health regulations ... Sturgeon fisher- 
men maintained 12 arks in Quantico Creek; 5 were in Mallows Bay for salvage workers on 
the 212 WWI wooden troopships there until the late 1930s; Ginaton Cove had 7 arks used 
by Eastern Shore eel fishermen, muskrat-trappers and frog-giggers. 

“By the early 1920s an estimated 1000 tax-free arks lined the Virginia shores from 
Little Falls to Quantico, having been forced out of Washington’s crowded harbor. During 
winter floods ... the arks were brought ashore and jacked up... 

“As pollution increased, fishing and shipbuilding decreased, arks were sold off to 
gamblers, yacht clubs, bootleggers, floating tomato canneries or sawmills down river. Ark 
colonies grew, the largest being at Bull Town Cove, a small Maryland harbor directly 
across from Mount Vernon where 15 more-or-less arks were located from the 1890s through 
the 1930s. Bach was engaged in a business catering to passing sailing vessels on their way 
to and from Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria. It became “the friendly meeting 
place” for all river-folk because of its prime location... 

“One ark was a ship’s chandlery; others offered general merchandise, food, clothes, 
haircuts, drugs and medicine, gaming tables, whiskey (rum during winter), and maybe an 
effeminate social services or two. During the slot machine era in Southern Maryland (1934- 
68) one such ark was packed with these gambling devices... 

“During WWII, ark colonies were rejuvenated for sensualistic business and located 
near military establishments such as the Pentagon, Torpedo Plant, Naval Research Labo- 
ratory, Fort Belvoir, Fort Hunt, Fort Washington, Naval Power Factory at Indian Head, 
Quantico, and a few were snuggled away in headwaters near the Naval Proving Grounds 
at Dahlgren. After that war, U.S. public health officials and do-gooders got rid of this ... 
little craft. 

The National Smal)! Boat 

Calendar 

An on-line database of organizaticns and 
events of interest to the nautically-minded. 

http://www.by-the-sea.com/events.ntml 



I’ve been lucky this year in getting sev- 
eral new boats of my design past the proto- 
type stage. Here are two more that were built 
and tested this year and have graduated into 
my $1 brochure. 

AF3 
You may have seen my small and simple 

sharpie power cruiser AF4 in the August 1 is- 
sue of Messing About in Boats. Here is the 
AF3! 

The prototype AF3 was built by Herb 
McLeod of Edmonton, Alberta. Herb is expe- 
rienced in making plywood boats and had only 
70 hours labor in this one. He had the sail rig 
from another project, it’s quite similar to the 
96 square foot sharpie sprit that appears on 
the AF3 drawings. These boats are pretty tol- 
erant of rig juggling, provided you get the cen- 
ter of sail area close to the original and pro- 
vided you are ready to tinker and tune a bit. 

Herb built the AF3 from materials readily 
available to him. That meant using spruce ply- 
wood from the mill he had to drive past to get 
to his lumberyard. He used construction type 
tube glue called PL Premium by Lepage. Fas- 
teners were for the most part plated and rust- 
proof sheetrock screws purchased in bulk at a 

AF3 

More New Boats 

By Jim Michalak 

supplier for pro sheetrockers, 10,000 in a box! 
Over all was latex paint which he allowed to 
cure for two weeks before moving the boat. 
Epoxy use was kept to a minimum both be- 
cause Herb has a slight sensitivity to it and for 
reasons of cost and labor. He told me one can 
build two non-epoxy boats for the cost and 
labor of one epoxy boat, and I totally agree. 
Yes, the epoxy boats can be better, but don’t 
ever get the idea it is the ONLY way to build a 
boat. 

AF3 is 15’ long and 5’ wide, the dimen- 
sions intending to fit the project on a plywood 
layout two sheets long with a bottom one sheet 
wide. In all, there are six sheets of 1/4” ply- 
wood involved and two sheets of 1/2” for the 
bottom. The boat is designed to be built with- 
out jigs or lofting. Empty weight is 250 
pounds. 

AF3 has a cuddy cabin which is about 
the minimum for one to spend the night in. 
Two might wait out a storm there. The top is 

open with a slot that runs 5-1/2’ forward of 
the main bulkhead. Forward of that the boat is 
decked over. 

Aft of the cabin is a cockpit that is 5-1/2’ 
long. There are no benches shown on the draw- 
ing. Seating is intended to be on a stack of 
two flotation cushions. This keeps the cockpit 
simple and open. There are oar ports in the 
cockpit sides. These boats will row OK if there 
are no wind or waves to fight. 

Behind the cockpit is a flotation/storage 
chamber. When knocked down, the boat floats 
high on its side. The cabin stays dry and the 
cockpit floods a bit. I’ve been told that when 
righted there is about 6” of water maximum 
on the cockpit floor. You might be able to sail 
it with that much water in the cockpit, although 
you will want something to bail with such as 
a chopped open milk jug. The cockpit water 
can be harmful beyond what is apparent if it 
starts sloshing around from side to side. 

The sail rig is a 96 square foot sharpie 
sprit, very similar to Herb’s rig in the photo. 
The mast mounts slightly off center in the 
cabin slot top. You can see the pivoting 
leeboard that I prefer to use on my boats. There 
is only one, not two as with loose leeboards. 
Yank on that lanyard and it rotates fully down 
where it will remain by friction until it strikes 
something. 

On the stern is a common rudder with a 
blade weighted with lead that will stay down 
on its own. There is a lanyard on the rudder to 
pull it up. Yes, I have tried rudders with no 
weights, instead there were two lanyards to 
pull it down and up. When you approach a 
shallow it won’t work! Then you also will need 
one hand on the tiller and one hand on the sail’s 
sheet. The two lanyard rudder only works for 
puppeteers. 

Plans for AF3 are $30. 

Harmonica 
Harmonica is a mini shanty boat, 13’ long 

and 5’ wide to be got out of four sheets of 3/8” 
plywood and six sheets of 1/4” plywood. No 
jigs or lofting required. Like AF3, it uses 
simple nail and glue construction. 

Chris Crandall and building partner 
David Unrah made the prototype Harmonica 
in Lawrence, Kansas. The boat was built in 
Chris’s rec room requiring the hiring of ex- 
perts to remove the room’s glass wall prior to 
launch! The experts also lifted the boat and 
carried it outside, one man to a corner, con- 
firming our guess that the boat weighed no 
more than 400 pounds, prior to reinstalling the 
glass. 

This boat was originally known as 
Fusebox when it was a prototype drawing. The 
original idea for the boat came when I saw a 
bunch of pretty painted chalet shanties at a 
small conservation lake. We have lots of those 
nice little lakes around here. Usually they are 
less than a mile long and there is no need to 
get anywhere far or fast. So I thought an elec- 
tric trolling motor might be quite in keeping 
with the scene. 

But after I had drawn and named the boat, 
I saw strains in the plan. For one thing, the 
little lakes had no electric hookups at the 
docks. So overnight recharging would mean 
lugging a large battery or pulling the boat out 
to an electric hookup. And I had done some 
electric boating in one of my 11’ boats. That 
left me with the impression that a) a very large 
electric would be needed on a windy day for a 
boat the size of this, and b) a very large bat- 
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tery would be needed. I think a standard troll- 
ing battery weighs about 70 pounds and few 
will be interested in lugging it about. Forget 
about using a car-sized battery. 

So Fusebox was rethought to use a small 
gas motor and eventually became Harmonica. 
Chris uses a mighty Tanaka 1.2hp that he had 
on hand. He brought Harmonica to our Mid- 
west Messabout last June, towed behind a 
compact station wagon, and I was very pleased 
with the project. It was simple, cheap, and 
roomy. I felt two folks could easily overnight 
on it. 

The first 3-1/2’ of the boat is front porch 
with dry storage under accessible from the 
cabin. The cabin is 9-1/2’ long, divided into a 
sleeping room and a utility room. There are 
two bunk flats in the main room. The motor is 
clamped directly to the aft bulkhead. As you 
see, there is a 2’ wide walkway slot running 
the full cabin length. It can be quickly cov- 
ered with a fabric to waterproof the boat. 

With the Tanaka 1.2, the boat went about 
3 mph with three of us on board. Not very fast, 
but it would be adequate for the little lakes I 
was thinking about. I would say about Shp 
might be the most I would put on the boat. 

Plans for Harmonica are $25. 
Jim Michalak, 118 E. Randall, Lebanon, 

IL 62254, website at www.apci.net/~michalak. 
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Steve Kaulback, Master eoatellie means wooden guideboats (13-19Feet} 
Kevlar or fiberglass guideboats (T5feet). Ultra-light pack boats, (10-1 2feet). 
Oars, paddles, seats and hardware. Workshops and restotations. Wood boat 
kits and supplies. Call'or write for information on prices, show and class 
schedule. Shop visits welcome, call ahead. 

P.O. Box 144 

Charlotte, Vermont 

05445 
(802) 425-3926 

FIBERGLASS REPLICA CLASSIC SAILBOATS 
RAINBOW Construction BAYBIRD 

12’ Cape Cod Catboat Fiberglass Hull & Deck 18’ Gaff Sloop 
LOA ..» . Marnished Oak Trim a me: 

: pect ee Bronze Hardware = 18 i 
; Wooden S eam - 5'6” 

SA - 100sf Rear ties Sh ortiABet 
Displ. 440lbs NEW! LWL- 16’ 
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CLASSIC CAT 
14’ Classic Half-Decked Catboat 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

COMPASS CLASSIC YACHTS, INC. 
Box 143, S. Orleans, MA 02662 * (508) 255-5187, (508) 240-1032 

(Shop @ 80 Rayber Rd., Orleans, MA) 
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So what are we talking about living 
aboard in MAIB for anyway? Well, just some 
food for thought rather than the usual myths, 
misconceptions, prejudices, i.e., “too cold in 
winter and too hot in summer,” “‘you’ ve got to 
be well off,” “it’s crowded aboard and ain’t 
like home anyway,’ etc., etc. Most readers live 

in a house of sorts, paying rent or mortgage, 
i.e., using significant portions of their budget 
for comfortable shelter. That money can be 
used effectively on the water as well, spend- 
ing it first on a suitable craft, and then on sup- 
plies, repairs, fuel, etc. Indeed, depending on 
where, when, and how you care to live afloat, 
it may well be the cheapest and least regulated 
form of “living in comfortable shelter,” assum- 
ing you actually like your local roots to be not 
much deeper than the bury of your anchors. 

We are not talking here about dedicated 
mileage eating, cruising under sail or power. 
We are talking here about the usually over- 
looked option of moving rather limited dis- 
tances at a time, under perfect choice of 
weather conditions, to a place you can either 
see already a few hundred yards away or can 
readily scout in a faster runabout carried 
aboard. We are talking here about “lifting your 
anchor every two weeks’ as a local ordinance/ 
harbormasters may require. 

We are talking here about living cleanly 
without discharge, be it in full view of but 
without annoying property owners ashore, or 
quietly tucked away in a marsh creek or an 
oxbow surrounded by nothing but nature. We 
are talking about the option of “staying around 
the area” for the full year, within reach of your 
post box gor gently “drifting” up and down 
the waters with the seasons, covering just a 
few miles or ten a day. Some formal berths, 
such as marinas and wharves, are suddenly 
very affordable in winter when the fair-weather 
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Bolger on Design 
Two Self-Propelled 

Houseboats 
Part 1 

yachties are all gone and ice and snow could 
make access to the shore unpredictable from 
day to day if you stayed out in the local bay or 
backwaters. Or you may already live in/move 
to a milder region in which a moderate amount 
of insulation won’t require much of a heating 
budget during the shorter days. 

Between cell phones, photovoltaics, and 
windmills, working together with affordable 
huge industrial batteries, modern low electri- 
cal consumption radios, TVs and PCs, com- 
mon availability of gasoline or #2 diesel, pro- 
pane if you like it aboard, and endless square 
miles of empty dryout or flooded coastal 
marshland on the East and Gulf Coasts at least, 
and equally endless rivers, canals, estuaries, a 
formally itinerant lifestyle is perfectly possible 
around the town where your (temporary) job 
is, with true itinerant intentions unrestricted 
to last as long as you like it. 

After the initial investment of savings, 
sweat, and some blood in the chosen craft, and 
a small emergency fund stashed away, onboard 
living can be pulled off with fixed income or 
periodic temp jobs to pad your budget a bit. If 
you can work out of your floating home, the 
better. But apart from getting supplies, includ- 
ing fuel, hitting formal pump-out stations (in- 
stead of going 3-plus miles offshore before 
pumping out waste), or tying up for repairs 
impossible afloat and by yourself, contact with 
people, authorities, and costly support services 
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can be kept at a minimum if so desired. If you 
are determined and set it up right, you won’t 
be bothered by property taxes, building codes, 
snow in the driveway, flooding in the base- 
ment, termites in the roof, home improvement 
junk mail, and missionaries knocking on your 
door eager to convert you one more time. 

You won’t be stuck with intolerable 
neighbors, nor the advances of the local cable 
company. You will have other problems, but 
as a lifestyle choice, they may be part of the 
experience you like, or at least tolerable side 
effects. If you want to be rational about any 
such choices, figure out what you might like 
better, see how you can get there, and have 
some reserves/plan to change your mind again 
eventually. Being aware of your options, the 
pluses and the minuses, is the rational part of 
it. The rest is obvious and hopefully fun. Ergo, 
this discussion of options. 

Living aboard with minimal interest in 
actual miles-per-day-traveled allows equally 
overlooked opportunities in the choice/design 
of respective craft. To do this, you certainly 
would neither need a trust fund to finance the 
“suede lush life” on a large, complex, and 
costly power cruiser (or worse, offshore ca- 
pable auxiliary), nor need to be cooped up in 
a tiny space with odd ergonomics, Spartan 
accommodations, surrounded by hardware and 
hull geometrics fit to sail the coast but useless 
for your purpose. Ergo big budget power and 
sailing cruisers are off the table, why blow that 
much money, as should be much less preten- 
tious but often tortured ideas of converting an 
aged and cheap fiberglass sailboat of moder- 
ate size. 

What should be on the table for this par- 
ticular purpose would be a craft with limited 
but reliable mechanics, with an easy to main- 
tain and stout shape able to live upright on the 



mud in tidal waters, all quite obvious points. 
But it also has to more or less look like a boat! 
If the neighbors ashore dislike your craft, the 
accessible universe shrinks immediately, all 
the way to the harbormaster sending you pack- 
ing for good, with the Coast Guard lurking 
outside to get you trying to head out of the 
harbor with your “thing.” It has to resemble a 
real boat! You can not risk looking like a squat- 
ter, notwithstanding the fact that you actually 
are sort of. 

Thus, no shantyboats, pretty Belinda 
hideaway, and other provocations to nautical 
sensitivities. They will go after you, no mat- 
ter how great that turret with the PVC-pipe 
matches the Navy surplus gray outhouse on 
that balcony. This all depends on the local situ- 
ation, of course. But if you want to move 
eventually, be it with the seasons or just to get 
away from some local pirates, you’d better 
offer a more palatable appearance to the world 
outside then a shack on a converted oil barge, 
the upside-down schoolbus idea, or that out- 
board powered barrel in which you’ ve lead a 
cozy, beechwood aged existence. 

What then remains on the table are con- 
versions of lifeboats, bought at auction and 
rationalized to leave off stuff that may matter 
on the high seas loaded to the gills with panic 
stricken Loveboaters, but is now in the way. 
What remains on the table are using existing 
powerboat hulls, insurance write-offs with the 
unnecessaries removed such as once 
gold-plated but now dead systems, including 
humungous engines, and upgraded in appear- 
ance and tankage capacities, for instance, as 
necessary. 

What remains on the table, and perhaps 
overall, realistically, the most economical ap- 
proach of all, is the option of building fresh a 
very simple shape to whatever size, equip it 
for extended periods of relative autonomy 
within range of the local TV station or beyond, 
make it look reasonably good with stock af- 
fordable house paint in nautical color coordi- 
nation surrounded by tastefully applied mold- 
ings, necessary nautical deck hardware and 
some unnecessary doodads thrown in “for 
cutes,” with boat(s) on deck, a mast with 
proper flag protocol, and friendly crew de- 
meanor, and see whether anyone will actually 
take offense. A halfway decent looking craft 
in good repair can anchor off gold coasts with- 
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out the private gunboat being sent out after it. 
In this issue and the next we present 

two options along this philosophy of 
live-aboard craft. One is long, lean, and shal- 
low, the other wider, shorter, and deeper. Their 
big structures are stout, simple, and fast to 
build. Their power plants are relatively cheap 
and undemanding for the use intended. Lay- 
outs are quite generous for living afloat, with 
minimal built-in furniture/joiner work rapid to 
arrange and rearrange to suit tastes and needs. 
As residences without holes underwater, they 
should not flood, require no lawn care, and 
can move out of beautiful but exposed loca- 
tions to temporarily hide out in the marshes 
from really nasty weather, and offer the op- 
portunity of perpetually changing views out 
of the favorite window. 

Design #630 - Illinois: A residence 
63’1”x 10.0’x 1’6” overall dimensions, 
11°3” bridge clearance and 31,000 pounds 
designed displacement. 

Illinois (our drawing board name; the 
boat has not been built so far) was designed 
for a Chicago man who wanted an affordable 
Florida houseboat. He intended to build her 
himself and she was designed to be assembled 
from diagrams on the plans, a giant “instant 
boat” using a minimum of tools, but some 
rather large rental equipment, and time. If con- 
structed all solid ply as proposed, vs. 
ply-foam-ply laminate in places, she needs on 
the order of 450 4x8 sheets of 1/2” plywood. 
The effort is comparable to building a small 
house, the foundation on which she’s erected 
being the 5-1/2” thick center bottom. Once 
assembled, that bottom, and her whole struc- 
ture, are strong and stiff enough to lie on com- 
paratively rough bottoms so that she can be 
moored in places not fit for either conventional 
boats or most raft type houseboats. 

The 18” draft opens up mooring possi- 
bilities now vacant, be it up the tidal creek or 
behind the sandbar. Her style was intended to 
avoid the usual protests by owners of shore 
property in the vicinity of such places. They 
will fight hard, and usually successfully, 
against intrusion on their views of house type 
houseboats, but often actually welcome the 
presence of a yacht, especially if she goes away 
occasionally. This craft is a reasonably con- 
vincing representation of a large power cruiser 
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of 1920’s vintage. Given a good finish, attrac- 
tive small craft, and a knowledgeable display 
of flags, she’s an interesting addition to the 
scene rather than a threat of an accumulation 
of floating shacks. 

She is actually little if any more difficult 
or expensive to build than many of the shacks, 
and likely easier to maintain, aside from her 
mobility. The mobility is real, if limited. Her 
main engine was specified to be a 45hp Honda 
four-stroke outboard motor. Today it would be 
a Yamaha T-50 high-thrust on account of its 
bigger propeller. Two of them would actually 
give her some legs to stride along and stop 
with some authority. Other drive options are 
clearly possible, as long as the budget does 
not get busted, her layout compromised, your 
maintenance schedule does not mushroom, 
and she is not turned into a beraftred 
full-fledged cruiser after all. Then you’lI start 
nit-picking about her unsophisticated headsea 
behavior, her marina length, etc., etc. 

There is not much data on how fast such 
a hull will go with such a power plant. The 
resistance is practically all wetted surface, and 
the displacement speed of a hull this long is 
10.6 knots. Perhaps two large-prop 50s will 
get her near that in riverine or [CW smooth 
water. The hull is extremely narrow and shal- 
low for its length and weight, and she will be 
faster than most people would expect of her 
simple shape and construction. For most of 
her speed range, she’ll make no wake what- 
ever. At any rate, if pushed and called for, she 
should be able to get around faster than most 
sailing cruisers. 

With her reasonable range of stability, a 
good weather report would be a prerequisite 
to a passage over to the Bahamas, as with her 
shallow lower units this far aft she would be 
likely to lose power in certain length waves if 
her stern cannot hold the flow. She could, of 
course, be given more and deeper power and 
would not be very inefficient up to 15 knots 
or more, but the cost to outfit and run her 
would jump in a lot higher proportion than the 
added speed. That kind of boating was not the 
point of this houseboat anyway. 

For maneuvering, she has a bilgeboard 
amidships to allow the shallow hull to be 
swung without skidding and to mitigate blow- 
ing away in a beam wind, wherever there’s 
depth enough to lower it. For finer maneuver- 



ing, she carries a bow thruster in the form of a 
9.9/15hp outboard motor in a well in her bow, 
mounted facing aft. This has numerous advan- 
tages over the usual bow thruster: 

1) It lifts clear of the water when not in 
use, saving drag, corrosion, and electrolysis. 
The hole in the hull is faired over by a swing- 
ing gate which is held open by the propeller 
race and closes by its own buoyancy and the 
water running under the hull. 

2) It gives much better thrust than the 
usual feeble tunnel-mounted thruster and is not 
limited in how long it can be used at a time as 
many thrusters are. 

3) It is directional through a 90° arc, too 
bad outboard motors can not swing 90° or more 
each way, but a 45° thrust forward can be com- 
bined with a 45° thrust on the main engine aft 
to move the boat straight sidewise or at an 
angle ahead or astern. Very pretty maneuver- 
ing should be possible, even in quite strong 
winds since she does not actually have very 
much wind resistance. She’s low-sided and has 
little top hamper by current standards. 

4) The bow motor can serve as backup 

power in case of main engine failure. She even 
could proceed backwards, very slowly and not 
against much wind or sea, but for an indefi- 
nite distance... 

On deck, the off-center deckhouse leaves 
a good passage fore and aft on her main deck 
with high and stiff railings. There’s space for 
a powerful and fast tender to make anchoring 
off reasonably convenient. In fact, I/linois’s 
stability would allow heavier larger craft to 
be hoisted up her sides. 

The large afterdeck with its fixed awning 
makes a pleasant place to set up chairs in good 
weather, while the deckhouse windows are low 
enough to give a seated view in bad weather, 
as well as a good view in all directions from 
the helm. The bilgeboard and the bow motor 
can be operated from inside the deckhouse. 
There’s a large cargo hatch for lowering bulky 
objects and supplies into the cabin, and a bow 
well for anchor work. We would replace the 
45-pound anchor shown with 2x75 pound for 
hurricane duty, plus a power capstan. 

Below we tried to keep the furniture as 
cheap and flexible as possible. The 14’ x 9’ 

50’s & 60’s Boats and Motors 

Sales - Service - Parts 

667 So. Sandusky Ave. 

Bucyrus , Ohio 44828 

living room would have portable chairs and 
tables with lanyards to secure them if, by any 
chance, rough water is expected. Of course, 
with her midsection she won’t roll as, for in- 
stance, a traditional round bilge Trumpy 
would. 

There is a generous galley with a large 
top-opening refrigerator or ice box, stairs to 
the deckhouse with a shore-grade tread and 
riser, a king-sized bed with ample sitting head- 
room under the deckhouse and two ports to 
look out by rising on an elbow, one large wash- 
room fit to double as a darkroom, with a 
200-gallon holding tank to stretch the 
pump-out intervals, and a small forecastle for 
visits from the grandchildren. Not a bad place 
to live for people with quiet tastes. The under- 
lying principles of both that type of liveaboard 
philosophy and the matching structure and 
overall layout stand up in larger and smaller 
Sizes. 

Plans for #630 Illinois on six sheets are 
$400, available from Phil Bolger & Friends, 
29 Ferry St., Gloucester, MA 01930, fax 
978-282-1349. 
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CUSTOM Leonard J. Polak 419-562-8218 

Blue Rooster Boat Works 
leonard.polak@ mailexcite.com 

° Performance and exercise quality of rowing 
e Forward facing position of paddling 

handles — 
cr Front  ocarlocks an af 3S 

“Frontrower" s petted 

Aquamotion Systems, Dept. mab 
30 Cutler St., Warren, RI 02885 

A 
e Try it free for 30 days 
¢ 16" Balloon Tires 

e Narrow Track 
* Super Sturdy Ayonjicg 
* Guaranteed 

¢ Packs Flat 

¢ Built to Last 

— 

A& - Industries, Inc 9233 N. 12th ave Phoenix, Az. pues 
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Building A Fine Woodstrip Kayak 
An Instructional Video By 
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www.homegrownboats.com 

Books, Art and Accessories 
on the Sport of Rowing. 
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ROWER'S BOOKSHELF 

1-800-626-1535 
P.O. Box 368, Eliot ME 03903 

hetp://www.rowonline.com/row books/ 



Pert Lowell, Co., In = 
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Builders of the famous Town Class sloop 
in wood or fiberglass as well as other cus- 
tom traditional wooden boats since 1934. 

Mast Hoops 

Mast Hoop Fasteners - Sail 
Hanks - Parrel Beads - Wood 
Cleats - Wood Shell Blocks - 

Deadeyes - Bullseyes - 
Custom Bronze Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc. 
Lanes End, Newbury, MA 01950 

(978) 462-7409 

CUSTOM 
BOATS & YACHTS 

Since 1970 
Wood/Epoxy Construction to 55’ 
Damian McLaughlin Jr. Corp. 

North Falmouth, MA 02556 
(508) 563-3075 

Independence Boatworks 
Builders of Small Wooden Boats 

Specializing in 
traditional lap- 
strake or clinker 
style hulls 
for rowing, sailing 
or just puttering 
about. 

- 07243 Independence Rd. 
Defiance, OH 43512 

(419) 782-2876 

Builders 

& 
Restorers 

Reproduction of Charles Lawton 

10’ Yacht Tender 

Cedar on Oak 
Designed by Charles Lawton of 

Marblehead, MA, ca 1980. Built: C. 
Stickney, Boatbuilders Ltd. 1997 

C. Stickney Boatbuilders Ltd. 
P.O. Box 1146, St. George, ME 04857 

(207) 372-8543 
email: stickney @ midcoast.com 

ooden Boat Construction & Repair 

(607) 547-2658 

Tom Krieg’s Boat Shop 
(At 6 Mile Point on West Lake Rd.) 

P.O. Box 1007 
Cooperstown, NY 13326 

Woodenboat Restoration & Rigging 
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TRADITIONAL WOODEN 
BOATBUILDING 

REPAIRS & RESTORATIONS 

ROB BARKER 
615 Moyers Ln., Easton, PA 18042 

Phone / Fax (610) 253-9210 

SUTHERLAND 
BOAT & COACH 
4th Generation Boat Builder 

Builds & Restores 
Wooden Sail / Row Boats 

Motor Launches “Woodie” Wagons 
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416-1/2 W. Lake Rd. 
Z Hammondsport, NY 14840-9603 

<) (607) 868-3993 
waa oe. #2. Fenvwrerwepne & a. 

SOLID 
COMFORT 
BOATS 

Sailing Cruising Canoes 
Sea Touring Kayaks 
Anglers Sampans 

HUGH HORTON SMALL BOATS 
29474 Old North River Rd. 
Mt. Clemens, MI 48045 

(810) 468-6456 

AREY'S PON) 
we Cape Cod’s R * 

Sailing Headquarters 
& Wooden Boat Center 

*Established 1945* 

Proud Builders of 
Arey’s Pond Catboats 

“LYNX” 
Built in Your Choice 
Wood or Fiberglass 

12’ Kitten - 14’ Cat 
16’ Lynx - 20’ Cruising Cat 
WOODEN BOATS 

Built, repaired, restored by boat- 
builders using traditional methods. 

Expanded Used Sailboat Department 

Box 222, 43 Arey’s Ln. (Off Rt. 28) 
So. Orleans, MA 02662 

(508) 255-0994 
http://www.by-the-sea.com/ 

areyspondboatyard 
E-mail: catboat@cape.com 



mb White & Sons Inc. 

FO. Box 561 

Thomasville, Georgia 31799 
(912) 226-2524 

Custom Designed Wooden Boats Since 1961 

HADDEN BoaT COMPANY 

Weoden Boat Construction & Repair 

2S So ——— 

Bay Point Rd. Box51 Georgetown, Me 04548 207-371-2662 

ROBERT STEVENS 
BoATBUILDERS, INC. 
Wooden Boat Building, 
Repair and Restoration 

Maintenance Restoration 

Repair Custom Building 

P.O. Box 724 02642 

Catboat Preservation, Restoration & New 
Building A Specialty 

(508) 255-8226 

Eastham, MA 

O’CONNELL’S 

NEw BOAT CONSTRUCTION 
WOODEN BOAT REPAIR 
VENEER OVERLAYS 

SPAR CONSTRUCTION 
“4 

Dedicated to the Creation 
and Preservation of 

Vintage Wooden Watercraft, 
on the eastern shore of the 

Chesapeake Bay. 

O’CONNELL’S WOODEN BOAT SHOP * 

Marc Barto ¢ 12319 Coopers Lane 

P.O. Box 611 ¢ Chestertown, MD 21620 . 

(410) 778-3213 FAX (410) 778-8138 

NOT FOR EVERYONE! 

Photo: Peter Krupenye 

RETRIEVER 
D226 3 x R3i0? xX 2 Oe 

¢ COMFORTABLE - Cruising accommodations 
for two for a weekend or a week on the water. 

¢ TRAILERABLE - Light weight, compact size 
allows her to go over the road with ease. 

¢ Designed by Phil Bolger and Friends, Inc. 
¢ Now under construction in our shop for Spring 

‘98 delivery. 
¢ Call us when it’s time to build your dreamboat. 

PENGUIN BOAT SHOP, INC. 
Thomas Wells, Prop. 

Westerly Marina, Ossining, NY 10562 
914-318-7454 



Capt. Pete Culler’s Plans 
George B. Kelley 

20 Lookout Ln., Hyannis, MA 02601 
Tel. (508) 775-2679 

One hundred and one traditional 
designs from a 9’ pram to a 125’ Tern 
schooner. Send $1 for Price List. 

Plans & Kits 

PIRAGUA | 
14” X33" X 70 POUNDS 

$15 PLANS - $1 INFO ON 16 BOATS 

JIM MICHALAK 

118 E. RANDALL, LEBANON IL, 62254 

osm 
“everyone needs a little dinghy...” 

S WAMP YANKEE 
BOATS 

| specilaize in building just one boat 
with today's technologies. A stitch & 
glue version of Rusthon’s “Wee 

, Lassie” double paddle canoe. LOA 
| 11’, Beam 28”, Weight 25lbs. Plans 
' available $15. 

Robert W. Sparks 
36 Soundview Hts., Branford, CT 06405 

(203) 488-5932 

GEORESE) 
Watadadavard-4)-7/, Designs by Platt Montfort 

STUDY PLANS BOOK $5.95 
Large Scale Lines Drawings 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO $19.95 
70 Minutes Of Latest Techniques 

Designers, builders, and pur- 
veyors of wooden boat plans, 
kits, books, and other good 
nautical stuff. Featuring: 

Monfort Associates 

50 Haskell Rd MA, Westport, ME 04578 
Ce = (207) 882-5504 

SPOONBILL 
15°10” X 5°0” Sailing Scow 

Bilge keels for shallow- 
water sailing and 
uncluttered interior - 
ideal for camping or 
unrigged as open 
outboard launch. 
Extremely easy 
construction for 
homebuilders. 

Study Plan $1 from: 
CONRAD NATZIO, The Old School 
Brundish Rd., Raveningham, Norwich 

NR14 6NG, UK 
Phone +44 1508 548675 

Sagamore Tender, 11.6’ foot 
rowing skiff with optional sail 
rig. 
Bootstrap Dinghy, 7.6’ skiff 
with optional sail rig. 

“everyone needs a little 
dinghy...” Shoestring Shipyard 

Tees 100% cotton, short-sleeve, 
pigment dyed tees in Chambray, 
Lt. Orchid, Salmon, and Moss. 
L, XL = $15; XXL = $17; $3 Shiping. 

PO Box 117 - Dept. MB 
Sagamore Beach, MA 02562 

PH: 508-888-7960 

www.shoestringshipyard.com 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder 
from 10° launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32’ blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog 
defining specs, plans, contents, prices, etc. 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on small boat 
designs written through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A., considered by many to have been one of 
the outstanding marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $1 per page. All articles include 
line drawings, offsets, etc. that you can use. Send $2 for catalog listing. 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD, WAYZATA, MN 55391 (612) 473-2360 

A light- 
weight, 
sturdy 
wooden 
beauty 
anyone 
can build 
from our 
pre-as- 
sembled 
kit. Price, , 
including sail, $ kit designs 
handcrafted in Vermont, $5. Two-hour demon- 
stration video, $23. 

SHELL BOATS 
RD 2, Box 289C, St.Albans, VT 05478 

(802) 524-9645 

Unique Wood-Strip, 
Performance, Sea Kayaks 

Kits, Plans & 
Finished Boats 

willemot Send $2 for a catalog to: 
Nick Schade 

Guillemot Kayaks 
Apt. M, 10 Ash Swamp Rd. 

Glastonbury, CT 06033 
ph: 800-659-8847 

CanorE/Kayax Kits 
RowinG/Satinc Boats 
Cove & Bead Cedar Strips * Books * Plans 

SAAS (Info Kit / Study Plans 
EPOXIES Package $3” 

« NEWFOUND (603) 744-6872 
WOODWORKS inc. | fax (603) 744-6892 
We Shi RED #2 Box 850 - Bristol, NH 03222 
Anyyh at Web Page: http://www.newfound.com 

E-Mail: sales@newfound.com 
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“Wee Punkin” has traditional good 
looks, 1S fun to build from inexpensive 
materials, and her performance will de- 
lignt you. Innovative foam core deck 
and ample flotation make her extra safe 
and comfortable. She is ideal for chil- 
dren if they can get her away from dad. 
Truly a breakthrough in small boat de- 
sign. Hit of the Port Townsend Wooden 
Boat Festival. No lofting. Plans \.:th full 

size station patterns and detailed in- 
structions. $36. SASE for more info. 

GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 
Rt. 1 Box 75, Collbran, CO 81624 



AT LAST! GP (General purpose) 16, the boat 
that can do anything! LOA 15’-9”, Beam 7’. “The 
Jeep of the Sea.” Sleeps two, galley, head, 
standing headroom, two cockpits, bow landing 
craft ramp, optional hardtop, canvas enclosure 
and much more. For cruising, fishing, SCUBA - 
you name it. Outboard power to 25MPH. Simple 
plywood construction. Total wood cost less than 
$500. Can also be built in aluminum. Designed 
by Ted Brewer and Jim Betts, who brought you 
the 14-ft. SO-DU-IT! offshore racing sailboat. 
Large scale study plans, details and membership 
in our “Builders’ Forum” $5. 

Jim Betts 
P.O. Box 1309 

Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742 

Bobcat 12'3" x 6'0" 
Designer Phil Bolger and builder Harold Payson have developed 
a tack-and-tape multi-chine version of the classic catboat that puts 
the charm and performance of this famous type within the reach 
of home builders with a minimum investment in time and money. 

PLEASE SEND ME: ) Complete construction plans and instructions for 

$40.00 U Study plan packet for Bobcat and 36 other easy-to-build 

Instant Boats for $5.00 

BOOKS: O /nstant Boats, $16.00 QO Build the New Instant Boats, $19.95 

4 Go Build Your Own Boat, $20.00 OQ Build the Instant Catboat, $12.95 

4 How to Build the Gloucester Light Dory, $7.95 OKeeping a Cutting 

Edge: Saw Filing, $7.95 Oi Boat Modeling with Dynamite Payson, $19.95 

 Bolger’s 100 Small Boat Rigs, $19.95 

+ Boat Modeling the Easy Way, $19.95 Add $1.00 S&H. 

Name 

Street 

Qty_ =e State Zip 

Fiarold H. Payson & Co. 
Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach Road * South Thomaston, ME 04858 

207-594-7587 

Design and Build Your Own Boat 
--- By Computer! 

Create and fair full 3D hull shapes interactively 
Use state-of-the-ort surface modeling techniques 
Any hull shape allowed - round or chine hull 
No lines drawing experience required 
Eliminate lofting by hand 
Plot lines drawing automotically 
Plot full-size frame ond plate shapes 

30+ calculated values - disp, LCB, stability . . 

Stretch, shrink, or modify existing hull shopes 60 knot commuter 
Low cost professional software. JUST $395. 
Cell, write, or Fax for our free literature 

New Wave Systems, Inc. 
79 Narragansctt Ave., Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835 

Vel: (401) 423-1852 Fax: (401) 423-1810 

Why Build A Box ? 
True Canoe shape from four plywood panels 

°oo0000000000 

Free catalogfaq 

Canoes & Kayaks STTL LW: ATT EIR 

A NEW CONCEPT IN BOAT BUILDING TEXOr-MiES: 
Ist Place“Elegance & Simplicity” 1997 WoodenBoat Show 

Plans Ist Place MASC Festival XTV 
New easy method for building rounded bilge boats 

e-mail: stillboats @ earthlink.net 

Fax 301 421-0146 

www.by-the-sea.com/stillwaterboats 

16700-M Norwood RD _ Sandy Spring, MD 20860 Ph 301 774-5737 

COMMON SENSE DESIGNS 
PIROGUE Kit NOW HAS KITS! FS 10 Kit 
$695.00 $685.00 

SEAL HUNTER “ es aie FS 12 Kit 

(17' sea kayak) $750.00 
Kit $675.00 “4 : : FS 14 Kit 
WALRUS - ts : $900.00 

HUNTER : ae Ait Others Cau 
(19’ sea kayak) : ae ; 

$750.00 

CSD, one of the most trusted names in boat plans for the 

last 14 years, is now offering kits for all of our designs. 
We are also increasing our plans offerings, starting with 
the FISHERMAN’S SKIFF (FS), and two SEA KAYAKS. 
All of our kits meet the COMMON SENSE CRITERIA. 
They include everything you need to build your boat, 
including the best quality materials and the clearest and 
best possible instructions. You truly can “build a better 
boat than you can buy” with COMMON SENSE DESIGNS. 

URLwww.common-sense-designs.com/boats/ 

email: berniew@common-sense-designs com 

COMMON SENSE DESIGNS 
6140 SE 111th Ave Orders (888) 407-BOATS (2628) 

Portland, OR 97266 Customer Service (503) 761-2464 

Send $5.90 for catalog of all designs and kits 



¢ Western Red Cedar Canoe Strips 

Boat Lumber 
Canoe Gunwales, Seats, etc. 
¢Epoxies & Fasteners 
¢Boat Building & Repair Supplies 

¢Bear Mountain Canoe Plans 

noalis Buffalo & Toronto 
Phone (416) 259-7555 

Fax (800) 894-1783, 

Visit Our Web Site At: 
http://www.noahsmarine.com 

7 / 

"We ship anywhere! 

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 
Boat grade rough sawn flitches in 
stock. Most are 16’ long 4/4 to 8/4 
thick. New supply ready to ship. Call 
or write for info. 

J.D. ENGLAND CO. 
HCR Box 337, Urbanna, VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

Boatbuilding Supplies 
STRIP » STITCH & GLUE * PLYWOOD & FIBERGLASS CONSTRUCTION 

SVOUSUTHREE eeoxy resin 
fe Se STS a eS SS 

Simple 2:1 mix ratio * Available in 1.5 qt-15 gal.units 
Fast, med, slow hardeners for use in temperatures as low as 35°F 

3 Gal. Unit 138.00 (postage paid in cont U.S.) 

FIBERGLASS CLOTH « TAPES ¢ MATS ¢ ROVINGS « KNITS 

e REICHHOLD Polyester Resins (gals, pails, drums) 

* NESTE GelCoats 

¢ Sikaflex Urethane Sealants Bs 

¢ Gloucester Marine Paints (40-50% discount) 

¢ 2 part Urethane Pour Foam 

Microballoons ¢ Silica Powder * Wood Flour « Pigments 
Milled & Chop Fibers * Squeegees * Syringes ¢ Brushes 
Rollers * Paver Pots ¢ Gloves * Coveralls * And More 

ant Silicon Bronze Wood Screws 
ON: Nails & Stainless Fasteners 

Top Quality Products * Competitive Prices * Fast Knowledgeable Service 

All items in stock and ready for immediate shipment. 

MERTON’S 
FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 

Suppuvinc Quatiy Materiats To Boat Owners, 
Hutt FinisHERS AND BoaTYARDS FOR OvER 20 YEARS. 

P.O. Box 399 « E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 
Fax: 413-736-3182 

céxisg: 800-333-0314 

TEAK & HOLLY: LAUAN 

Supplies 

LN 

AGI Hardwoods 
Nerch Antanti Tomicr 

Teak, Jatoba, Purple Heart, 

Mahogany, Oak, Ash, Cypress 

195 Liberty St., Brockton, MA 

E-mail hkwoods@tiac.net 
800-530-0622 

Maine Craftsmanship at. its 
finest. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

pin @ TEN, 
ORONO, ME 04473 

(207) 866-4867 

OKOUME * SAPELE + TEAK 

MARINE PLYWOOD 
Hardwood Plywood 

Hardwood Lumber 

1 (800) 899-1664 
We Ship Anywhere! 

MAINE COAST 
LUMBER 
35 Birch Hill Road 

York, ME 03909 

VAVH™ +, OdlS 

Yl4d - 

canoe and kayak covers 

Storage Covers—virtually waterproof yet still breath, 
blocks 99.8% of suns UV rays. Draw string ties on both 

ends. $69.95+ sp. 
Travel Covers— 100% treated polyester excellent 

protection. Draw string and tie down loops. $99.95 +p 

A near custom fit for canoes from 12 to 18 * feet. 

Kayak Covers available from 14 to 18 feet. 

$149.95 to $159.95+=p 

Brochure with Order Form (800) 275-2580 
Old Harbor Companies - Box 609 - Hyannis, MA 02601 

GAMBELL & HUNTEp 
SLM AKERS 

16 Limerock St. Gander uate 04843 

(207) 236-356I 

S4IEMAKESS 

Traditional Hand Finished Sails 
Sail Repair * Canvas Work 

Wire and Rope Splicing 

(410) 639-2646 
P.O: Box 546 Rock Hall, MD 21661 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
We have the old Atlas Co. machines. Pure 
half hard hand drawn copper. Just the 
thing for lapstrake canoes, skiffs, dories. 3 
diameters: 1/16”, 3/32”, 1/8” 11 sizes:. 
3/4” to 1-3/8”. 

Send $3 for Sample Packet & Info. 
STRAWBERY BANKE, INU. 

P.O.B. 300MB, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

iE R 

aerodynamic designs + Re 

for small craft - << 

@ Gaff, gunter, lug, A 

@ Specializing in 
S 
% 
_ 

7.) 
lateen, leg-o-mutton, 

sprit, square, etc. 

@ Tanbark, white, or Egyptian Dacron 

Stuart K. Hopkins 
P.O. Box 235 

Wicomico Ch., VA 22579 

(804) 580-8723 

TOUGH TARPS 

Forget those cheap “blue” tarps that 

rip and rot! Our premium tarps are 

made of rugged truck-tarp fabric (18 

oz. vinyl-coated polyester) that lasts 

for years. Custom made to your size. 

Affordable quality! 2m 
800 789-8143 CseWinc } 



Womans 
‘eS. 
See Meee NWA RERUNS AN a 

CANOE | HARDWARE 
1/2”, 11/16", 7/8” Canoe Tacks; 3/8” Oval 
Brass Stem Bands; Clenching Irons; 3/16” 
Bronze Carriage Bolts; Canoe Plans; Clear 
White Cedar. Price List Available. 

NORTHWOODS CANOE SHOP 
336 Range Rd. 

Atkinson, ME 04426 

(\\ Dry-Dock -SaqqamrS:. 
Cover eee cen 

(800) 789-8143 ee 
Cover Your Boat 

...With the Best! 

ORR'S ISLAND 
BOAT WORKS 
Authorized Dealer 

9-170hp Diesels 
Full Parts Inventory 

Expert Technical Assistance 
RFD 1, Box 731, Rt. 24 (800) 339-6777 
Ont's Island ME 04066 = (207) 833-5852 

E-mail: oibw@biddeford.com 

(CaraCanoe’ 
wheel system (not a dolly) lets you easily 
portage, launch, and land your fully loaded 
canoe by yourself with no lifting or scuffing. 
Same hull bracket joins any 2 or 3 canoes for 
stability and safe motor, sail, or paddling fun. 

Brochure: Call 1-800-309-0105 
Catacanoe, Inc. 

711 First Parish Road 
Scituate, MA 02066-3123 
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Vont start your project 
without these! 

The Gougeon Brothers 
On Boat Construction 

A 297 page book on lofting, 
safety, tools and construction 
methods for building boats 
with wood and WEST SYSTEM 
Brand Epoxy. Includes hundreds 
of detailed illustrations and 
photographs. 
Hardcover, $27.50 

Technical Manual 

Product Guide 

The WEST SYSTEM 
Technical Manval 

A great way to get familiar with 
WEST SYSTEM, the universally 
trusted boat building and repair 
products. Everthing you need 
to know for bonding,laminating, 
fairing, coating and finishing 
your project. 
29 pages, illustrated, FREE 

WEST 
SYSTEM. 

BRAND 

Gougeon Brothers, Inc., Dept. 77, P.O. Box 908, Bay City, Ml 48708, Ph. 517-684-7286 



Classified Marketplace 
BOATS FOR SALE 

Too Many Canoes: 16’9'' Blackhawk, “Waters 
Meet”, ivory FG w/white ash & black walnut. 
$1,200. 14’2"" Blackhawk, “Zephyr”, green tur- 
quoise kevlar layup, white ash, black walnut. $1,200. 
11’8"' Blackhawk, “‘Shadow’”, green turquoise FG, 
white ash. $800. 20' Old Town, Guide, ’34, w/can- 
vas, spruce gunwales. $500. 
TOM HELD, Racine, WI, (414) 634-1272. (TF) 

14.6 American ‘93’, Carolina edition, sails used 
twice, motor mount, hatch door, boat cover, sail bag, 
galv trir w/spare tire & wheel, 3hp OB. All like new, 
stored under cover. $2,950. 
ROBERT SCHOLZ, Silver Springs, FL, (352) 625- 
4304. (14) 

12’ Butterfly Sailboat, boat & all gear brand new. 
Extra sail, rudder & daggerboard. $1,250. Old Town 
Sportboat, 13’ Discovery model. Row, paddle, 
motor. Exc cond. $450. Old Town Pack Canoe, 12’, 
33lbs, cane seat. Exc cond. $300. CataCanoe Wheel 
System, w/linkup for both old Towns. $200. Both 
Old Towns & CataCanoe. $750. 
HAL ZIEGLER, 27 Lake Dr., New Milford, CT 
06776, (860) 354-0064. (14) 

10°10” Robin, Rhodes designed sloop rigged sail 
trainer Hull #54. 2 CB (1 for racing, 1 for heavy 
winds), main, jib & trlr. Gd winter project. $500. 
JOEL NELSON, Bedford, NH, (603) 472-8028. (14) 

What Is It? Amanda has a Icyl gas motor from 
Vincent Industrial Power marked “Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire, England”. It looks like an old amuse- 
ment park ride, a forerunner of today’s jet skis 
(ugh!). Call me iff you have info, or would like to 
buy. 
JIM FISCHER, Monroeville, PA, (412) 372-4850. 
(14) 

Herreshoff Prudence Sloop, perfect project boat. 
23’ solid FG hull & deck bit by Glander Boats in 
“86. Ballast installed. Additional work compl include 
bowsprit, boomkin & rudder blt & installed, ma- 
hogany hatches blt, floors & 2 bulkheads installed. 
Extensive hrdwre inventory incl top quality fasten- 
ings, custom fittings by Bristol Bronze, mahogany 
marine ply, various other items. Sail plan drawn by 
McCurdy & Rhodes ‘95. Hvy duty 4-wheel trlr incl. 
Stored indrs at Sebacso, ME. $10,000 invested, will 
sell compl for $5,000. 
JOHN CHANDLER, email: <jrckoc @ibm.net> or 
call PETER CHANDLER, Sebacso, ME, (207) 791- 
7162. (14) 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION: 

Classified ads are FREE TO SUB- 
SCRIBERS for personally owned boat re- 
lated items. Each ad will automatically 
appear in two consecutive issues. Further 
publication of any ad may be had on re- 
quest. 

Aone-time charge of $8 will be made 
for any photograph included with any ad 
to cover the cost to use of the necessary 
halftone. For return of photo following 
publication, include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

Non-subscribers and commercial 
businesses may purchase classified ads at 
$.25 per word per issue. To assure accu- 
racy, please type or print your ad copy 
clearly. Mail to Boats, 29 Burley St., 
Wenham, MA 01984. No telephone ads 
please. 

27’ Montgomery Sloop, bit ‘35 Gloucester, MA. 
Yanmar diesel, 3 axle trir. RbIt over last 15 yrs, exc 
cond. Bought larger boat. $13,000. 
BOB CARTER, Norwich, CT, (860) 889-4557. (14) 

9-1/2’ Monhegan Skiff, newly constr, grt for row- 
ing. $850. 19’8” Joel White Catspaw Dinghy, fresh 
off the jig, available for $4,500. 28’ Fixed keel 
Sloop, deck stepped, in gd cond. Asking $6,500. 
1’ Dory Skiff, cedar planked, oak framed, 12 yrs 
old, exc cond. $1,700. 
DARIN CARLTON, The Carpenter’s Boatshop, 440 
Old County Rd., Pemaquid, ME 04558, (207) 677- 
3768. (14) 

16’ Livingston Warrior, FG tunnel hull, center con- 
sole, 90” wide, extremely seaworthy, stable, safe, 
fast, roomy. Full canvas, fish finder, boarding plat- 
form, mooring cover, 2 tanks, ground tackle. Little 
used ’94 Yamaha 75, power tilt. Gd trir. Grt for fish- 
ing, diving, cruising. $5,000. PAT NAGLE, Olym- 
pia, WA, (360) 357-8283. (14) 

Lost Pond Classic, ‘61 Old Town Guide, 15’, 50lb 
Itwt model wood/canvas canoe. Meticulously re- 
stored under guidance of Rollin Thurlow. Exc cond. 
$1,500. 
JIM LUTON, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 633-5844. (14) 

New Haven 12-1/2, pine on oak w/mahogany seats, 
transom & trim. Classic daysailer by Joel White. 
$25,000. 
DAVID JONES, Camden, ME, (207) 236-7048. 
(14P) 

12’ Old Town Sportboat, ‘54 cedar, mahogany & 
canvas. Fully restored. 4’ beam w/’63 Evinrude 6hp 
OB & trir. $2,000. 
BROOKS ROBBINS, Hingham, MA, (781) 749- 
1312. (14) 

13-1/2’ Unknown Design Sloop, ‘35 carvel planked 
cedar on oak, nds lot of work. Vy gd 24’ spruce mast 
w/almost new Dacron sails. $250 include trlr, or 
$200 for mast, boom, sails & rigging. 
GIL CRAMER, Bryan, OH, (419) 636-1689, email: 
<gcramer @ williams-net.com> (14) 

20’ Drascombe Peter Boat, rare CB lug yaw 1, cus- 
tom WEST System constr by prof btblder. Bristol 
cond, slps 2 in cuddy cabin, sails 4 comfortably. Galv 
Calkins trlr, 4hp Evinrude. $7,995. 
BRYAN QUIRK, Anacortes, WA, (360) 299-8274, 

(14) 

Beetle Cat, 12’x 6’ classic daysailer. Recent can- 
vas deck & coaming, gd sail. Wonderful boat for 
any age. $2,600 w/trlr. 
HILARY CARR, Camden, ME, (207) 236-7048. 
(1SP) 

24’ Leeboard Ketch, Dutch design, shoal draft. 
New tanbark sails. In gd cond in water. I will store 
for winter & do spring maintenance. Must sell due 
to health problems. Make offer. 
FRANK VALENTNO, S. Dennis, MA, (508) 385- 
8510, (508) 385-2507. (14) io 



30’ Aux Sloop, designed and blt by the Crocker yard 
in Manchester, MA in ‘52. Slps 4, encl head, hull & 
Gray Marine engine rblt last year. Perf cond, Old 
Town dinghy incl. $25,000. 
S. K. WICHERT, Boston, MA, (617) 424-9625. (15) 

Private Collection: ‘28 Chris Craft, 24’ triple 
cockpit, vy rare, custom trlr, nds minor cosmetics. 
$35,000 OBO. ‘62 Bekman 22’ Launch, 6cyl 
Chrysler IB, custom trlr. $2,500. ‘65 Winter 24’ 
Skiff, teak trim, 305cu in V8. $3,500. ‘57 Century 
Coronado 21’Hardtop, Gray marine 225hp V8, 
perf. $25,000. 18’ Hibbard Rowboat, cedar. $695. 
9’ Hibbard Rowboat, cedar. $500. ‘68 Century 
Buccaneer 18’, IB, custom trlr, extra engine. $2,500. 
STEVE ZBOYAN, P.O. Box 1395, Asbuy Park, NJ 
07712, (732) 775-9885, email: <sjz1 @aol.com>. 

(15) 

ComPac 16 Sailboat, real clean older boat, furling 
system, sail cover, compl rbit trir. $2,995. 
FERNALD’S, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951, (978) 
465-0312. (15) 

16’ Swampscott Dory, blt by Roger Crawford ‘98. 
W/ trir, extra thwart, sail, spars & beautiful 9’ oars 
by Shaw & Tenney. All as new and pretty as can be. 
$6,000. 
PAUL ROSEN, Mobjack, VA, (804) 725-3906. (15) 

os 2 a Sas i : 

x rte 

6” Bolger Sharpie Jinni, cat yaw] sprit rig, ‘98. 
Marine ply & mahogany, WEST System, wood 
cleats & custom hrdwre. Teal hull, sand decks, var- 
nished mahogany trim. Fully battened tanbark 
Dacron sails by Dabbler. Fitted winter cover. $5,000. 
BURKE LIBURT, Orient, NY, (516) 323-2438 
home, (800) 615-6305 office. (15) 
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17’ Lowell Sailing/Rowing Dory, white w/natural 
wood. exc cond. Comp! w/lugsail, boat cover, fend- 
ers, anchor, 3prs oars & trir. $5,000. 
MIK CUSHING, Squantum, MA, (617) 328-4189. 
(15) 

15’ Grumman Aluminum Canoes, 2 @ $250 ea. 
18’ Penn Yan Wood/Canvas Canoe, in gd cond. 
$500. 16’ Starcraft Aluminum Runabout, w/ 
Holsclaw trir in gd cond. $500. 16’ Thompson, 
strip planked ‘30’s wood boat in restorable cond. 
$200. 
JON KNICKERBOCKER, Brattleboro, VT, (802) 
257-1989. (15) 

Two Simmons Sea Skiffs: New all wood 22’ w/ 
cuddy cabin. $25,000. ‘91 Nelson Silva blt 20’ w/ 
FG bottom. $11,000. Each has gd trir $ new 4-stroke 
OB Power. 
PETER JAY, P.O. Box 206, Churchville, MD 21028, 
(410) 939-5796. (15) 

14’ Rhodes Bantam, ‘65 mahogany by Bay City. 
Alum mast/boom, sails, lousy but usable Itwt trlr 
wo/documentation, set of plans from class associa- 
tion. Structural repairs done but nds pain/vanish. 
Some new Harken fittings. Vy sound boat, easy 
project for winter/spring, a nice easy to handle fast 
boat for protected waters. Might work trade for 
wood/canvas dinghy or canoe. 
JACK MC KIE, 97 Alpha St., Rochester, NY 14612- 
2175, (716) 581-1399 eves. (15) 

18’ Hobie Cat, boat, sails & trir in exc cond. Hik- 
ing harnesses & motor mount incl. $2,200. 
TOM MC AVOY, Clinton Corners, NY, (914) 266- 
5253 home, (860) 364-4070 work eves. (14) 

Precision 18, fun, simple FG sloop. Shoal draft 1’6”/ 
4’3”. Slps 2/4. Furling jib, Shp OB, trir. All exc cond. 
$8,000. Boat in Bayville, NJ. 
MIKE CADDELL, GA, (770) 579-6295. (15) 

28’ Trimaran Manana, fast & fun, sail with the 
F27s for a fraction of the cost. Main, genoa, work- 
ing & storm jibs, w/asymetrical spinnaker on 5’ car- 
bon bowsprit. VHF, Loran, autopilot, camping/cruis- 
ing accommodations. On trlrin Swansea, MA. Have 
had too many other family, work, sailing commit- 
ments over the last few yrs to put her in. Asking 
$20,000, make an offer. 
HENRY ELLIOT, Swansea, MA, (508) 677-1893. 
(15) 

BOATS WANTED 
SS BT SE 

Marshall 22 Catboat Hull, rigging & gas engine 
not desired. Would consider early production M-22 
intact if vy friendly price. 
ALEXANDER BRUCE, St. Augustine, FL, (904) 
441-5049 any hr (voice mail). (14) 

Dirigo 17 Kayak, in gd shape. 
HUGH SCHULTZ, Lyndon, VT, (802) 467-3236, 
email <hschultz @lyndon.k12.vt.us> (14) 

Mud Hen, or similar camp-cruiser, within reason- 
able distance of VA. 
JOE WISEMAN, Virginia Beach, VA, (757) 420- 
3427, email: <doryjoe@aol.com> (14) 

Grumman 15’ Aluminum Canoe, or Merrimac 
15’ Tennesean Canoe, in FG. 
RALPH J. ELLIS, #384 Rt. 87, Columbia, CT 
06237, (860) 228-3178. (14) 

17’ Klepper Folding Kayak, any cond except cover 
must be in useable cond. 
CARL POEHLER, Melrose, MA, (781) 662-6999. 
(15) 

SAILS & RIGGING FOR SALE 

Dacron Main & Jib, 150sf ideal for small boat 
project this winter. Main 206” luff, 9’9” foot, 
approx 100sf; jib 15’ luff, 7’ foot, approx SOsf. Little 
used, exc cond. $200 firm. 
BOB HICKS, Wenham, MA, (978) 774-0906 6-9pm 
best. (TF) 

Sails: Gaff main, Dacron, 10’7”x 11’ 11”x 12’2”x 
22’, 148sf cutdown Ratsey sail, serviceable. $55ppd. 
Jib-mizzen, Dacron, white 12’x 8’x 13’6”, 48sf, 
nearly new. $35ppd. Lateen, rip-stop nylon, yellow, 
16’x 15’x 7’, 60sf, nearly new. $25ppd. 
DAVE CARNELL, 322 Pages Creek Dr., 
Wilmington, NC 28411, (910) 686-4184, email 
<DaveCarnell @worldnet.att.net (14) 

Need a Cheap Sail Quickly? White PolySail kits 
or material. For prices & instructions, visit http:// 
hometown.aol.com/polysail/polysail.htm or call 
(317) 842-8106. (19P) 

Hobie 18 Accessories, wings, rudders, centerbds. 
$100. 
GLNN HARRINGTON, Gloucester, MA, (978) 
283-7116. 915) 

OE A EE es 

GEAR FOR SALE 

Penetrates & Holds in Grassy Bottoms! “The 
Bulwagga Anchor sets immediately, high holding 
power to weight ratio. Shank retracts for easier re- 
trieval from rocks! Pivots without dislodging in 
changing winds & currents. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
NoTECO INC., Crown Point, NY, toll free ph/fax 
(888) 674-4465. www.noteco.com (TFP) 



There is nothing— absolutely nothing— 

half so much worth doing A se 

SS 

as simply messing about in boats. 

SHIRTS FEATURING ILLUSTRATION & 
QUOTATION from The Wind in the Willows. 100% 
cotton, natural color. Short sleeve $16.50. Long 
sleeve $21. 50/50 gray Sweatshirt $26. M,L,XL. 
Shipping $4. Visa/MC. (301) 589-9391, 
<info @designworks.com> 
DESIGN WORKS, Dept. MC, Box 880, Silver 

Spring, MD 20918. (TFP) 

‘90 Mercury OB, 25hp electr start-batt, remote 
contrs, thru tube steer, 2 - 6gal tks. Exc cond, little 
use. $1,500 OBO. 
JEROME ENOT, 286 Dover Point Rd., Dover, NH, 

(603) 749-4100. (17) 

Bronze 5 Ib Fisherman’s Style Anchor, for pull- 
ing boat or similar type small craft. Used w/150Ib 
dory. $45. 2 Brass Foghorns. $12 ea. 
LARRY PRITCHETT, P.O. Box 126, Rockland, ME 
04841, (207) 594-8806. (15) 

31 Tamarack Knees, 2”-3” thickness, 14-20” at 
the bend, 7’-10’ length overall. $500 for lot plus 
freight. 
JOHN DEELY, Wisconsin Lake Schooner Educa- 
tion Association, 500 North Harbor Dr., Milwau- 
kee, WI 53202, (414) 276-7700, email: 
<schooner @execpc.com> (15) 

Aft Cockpit Bimini, for Sea Pearl 21. Brand new, 
cannot use, too tall. Cost $250, sell for $175. 
DON JANES, 13465 Marquette Blvd, Ft. Myers, 
FL 33905, (941) 693-1307. (15) 

Magellan hand Held GPS, meridian model w/car- 
rying case, compl manual & field guide. Also VHS 
Video operation guide. $80. Works grt, rarely used. 
CAPT. MILANOWSKI, 2273 Ottawa Beach Rd., 
Holland, MI 49424, (616) 399-4642. (14) 

Mahogany, we’ ve got a substantial amount of ma- 
hogany for sale located in Upper Montclair, NJ. 
Some nice wood. 
JIM SMITH, Upper Montclair, NJ, (973) 744-5508 
5-6pm. (14) 

New Workboat Canvas Products! Multi-Use 
Workboat Bucket, heavy canvas, top & bottom 
handles for bailing, 13”x 11”. $18. Workboat 
Rigger’s Bag, 30 pockets, triple bottom, U.S. made, 
14”x 11”. $36. Workboat Dory Bag, dble bottom, 
heavy canvas, made in Maine, 16”x 17”. $44. S&H 
only $4.75 when you mention Messing About in 
Boats. Order toll free 1.800.626.1535 or email 
watermrk @ime.net. Full color catalog $2 free w/ 
your order. (TFP) 
WATERMARK, P.O. Box 368, Eliot, ME 03903. 

GEAR WANTED 

British Seagulls, dead or alive. Cash paid, any cond. 
FRANK VALENTINO, S. Dennis, MA, (508) 385- 
8510, (508) 385-2507 anytime, email: 

<seagull508 @aol.com> (TFP) 

BOOKS & PLANS FOR SALE 

“eee: 

Plans For Melonseed Skiff, incl right to build one 
Skiff. 10 sheets w/full size lofted mold, transom and 
stem patterns. Assembly sequence instructions & 
a material list. Original price $90, reduced to 

60. 
HANS WAECKER, Cliff Island, ME 04019-0006, 
(207) 766-2684. (13 

WoodenBoat Mags, Issues #1 thru #143, exc cond. 
$500 plus shipping. 
ROD JOHNSON, 1425 W Sth, Port Angeles, WA 
98363, (360) 457-4081. (15) 

WoodenBoat Original Issues, #1, #2, #3, #6, #7, 
#8, #10, from ‘74-’75. $35 incl US shipping. 
LARRY R. PRITCHETT, P.O. Box 126, Rockland, 
ME 04841, (207) 594-8806. (15) 

I Hear You Bought a Boat, Tom Shaw’s book writ- 
ten for the new boat owner, though veterans may 
glean some useful info. Give a copy to a friend just 
starting out in boating. $3 incl mailing. 
TOM SHAW, 3915 Appleton Way, Wilmington, NC 
28412, (910) 395-1867. (TF) 

Row to Alaska by Wind & Oar, new book about 
adventure of retired couple rowing up Inside Pas- 
sage to Alaska. Reviewed in March 15, 1995 issue. 

$12 postpaid. 
NANCY ASHENFELTER, 3915 “N” Ave., 
Anacortes, WA 98221. (TF) 

Dory Plans, row, power & sail. 30 designs 8'-30'. 
Send $3 for study packet. 
DOWN EAST DORIES, Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach 
Rd., S. Thomaston, ME 04858. (TF) 

From My Old Boat Shop, Weston Farmer’s great 
book republished with added Farmer material. 
$49.95 +$3 S&H, or send SASE for descriptive 
bulletin. 
WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES, 18972 Azure 
Rd., Wayzata, MN 55391. (TF) 

BOAT PLANS - PATTERNS - KITS - Unsur- 
passed selection - 7’ to 55’ - A variety of rowing 
boats - Sea kayaks - Dories - Dinghies - Daysailers 
- Motorsailers - Powerboats - Fishingboats - MORE. 
176-page DESIGN BOOK - $5.00 (Sent Airmail) 
- Includes FREE “Supplies Catalog”. Epoxy Manual 
$2.00. “How to Fiberglass” Video $32.95. 
GLEN-L, Box 1804/MA8, 9152 Rosecrans, Bell- 
flower, CA 90707-1804. MC/VISA 562/630 6258, 
fax 562/630 6280, www.glen-l.com. (TF) 

“Sleeper”, 7’ 10" car toppable sailing cruiser. Slps 

2 below deck. Plans $37, info $3. 

EPOCH PRESS, P.O. Box 3047, San Rafael, CA 

94912. (97P) 

The Odd-A-Tea, by Tom McGrath. Wandering the 
New England Coast like Ulysses in The Odyssey. 
Paperback, profusely illustrated. 
TOM MC GRATH, 684 Chestnut St., Lynn, MA 
01904. (TF) 

$200 Sailboat, 15’6"x4’6". Plans w/compl direc- 
tions, $20. Info SASE. 
DAVE CARNELL, 322 Pages Creek Dr., 
Wilmington, NC 28411-7850. (TF) 

Cockleshell Kayak Plans, 3 wknds & about $150 
puts you on the water. 11.5’ LOA, 24lbs, step by 
step instructions, full size patterns. $35. 
ERIC C. RISCH, HCR33 Box 117, S. Thomaston, 
ME 04858. (TFP) 

BOOKS & PLANS WANTED 

Old Canoe Catalogs. 
LEROY SAYERS, P.O. Box 386, Smyrna, DE 
19977, (302) 653-2628, (302) 653-9487. (TFP) 

Wanted Books & Plans: Boat Plans, preferred 
rolled; nautical books, soft & hard, gd cond; hunt- 
ing & fishing books; old boating magazines, Rud- 
der, Motor Boating; Motor Boating “Ideal Series 
Books”; nautical charts; boat models, any cond, no 
plastic. 
THE BOAT HOUSE, 15 State St., Newburyport, 
MA 01950, (978) 462-2072. (TFP) 

MARINE RELATED ITEMS FOR SALE 

Interested in Small Boat Ministry? Contact us. 
CRUISING MINISTRIES, INC., 6110 Florida Ave., 
New Port Richey, FL 34653, email: 
<graced@GTE.net (24P) 

Free Acrylic Painting of Your Boat, for MAB sub- 
scribers only. I will nd snapshots of your boat (will 
return) & tel # to call so I can plan around what you 
want. 
SAM CHAPIN, 3A 12th Ave., Key West, FL 33040, 
(305) 294-3168. (TF) 

Want to Trade, sailing, kayaking, hiking, climb- 
ing trips next spring in New England, Maritime 
Provinces for similar adventures in the Pacific 
Northwest, San Juan Islands, British Columbia, this 
year or next. I will guide and provide gear for trips 
of various kinds here in the northwest, at different 
skill levels, and am looking for persons who could 
do the same for me in New England at no charge to 
either party. I will be on the east coast in late May 
for a school graduation and would like to spend a 
few weeks either before or after having some out- 
door vacation. Contact me and we can exchange 
resumes and proposals. 
TOM CARTER, 15035 SE Monner Rd, Portland, 
OR 97236, email: <CARTPORT @ AOL.com> (14) 

We Buy Canoes 
Wood/Canvas * Wood/Fiberglass 

Birchbark 

Any Condition * Highest Prices Paid 

Howard’s (978) 768-7282 

39 



Truly, 

self-bailing THE BETTER WAY... 

open cockpits 
redefining the 

ENCHMARK A-B-C's of 
STABILITY 

Patented hull designs— comfortable, 

safe, seaworthy, fast... 

and beautiful! safe kayak 

touring. 

APSIZE—NOW 
RECOVERY IS EASY 

Without assistance, WWW.HERITAGEKAYAKS. COM 

without knowing how to 
: For brochures, call 

“roll”, and without special (78 1 ) 2 4 ¥! a 1 ] 1 4 $00-430-0998 

rescue devices 
24 hours, 7 days 
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