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Looking Ahead... 
Mary Nell Hawk reports on “Messing 

About Opsail” in small boats during New 
York’s tall ship extravaganza. 

Jim Salmon relates “The Last Voyage of 
the Damn Foole; Harold Wolfson describes the 
“First Cruise” for a daysailer; and Nathaniel 
Bishop enters the last leg of his “Four Months 
in a Sneakbox”. 

Jim Betts offers some “Helpful Tips” to 
wannabe boat builders; and Dick Wagner 
chronicles the “Birth & Growth of the Center 
for Wooden Boats”. 

Platt Monfort reveals his latest geodesic 
design, “Ebenezer”; Robb White tells us all 
about “The Chckenfeed Boat”; I’ll introduce 
you to the rather unique “Campanoe Concept”; 
and also perhaps have a report on “Ozone’s 
Hyper One Pedalcraft”; Richard Carsen’s 
“Dreamboats” discusses “Living Aboard a 
Ship”; and Phil Bolger & Friends present “The 
Auxiliary Ketch Jack Hanna”. 

Kenneth Spring suggests a different way 
of dealing with bending boat planks in “Just 
Throw It in the River”. 

On the Cover... 

Three participating boats in the 
Blackburn Challenge prepare to round the 
Eastern Point breakwater for the final two 
miles of this year’s very demanding race. 
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Commentary... 

Bob Hicks, Editor 

My interest in the Blackburn Challenge 
this year had an added stimulus in that my Seda 
Tango double sea kayak would be taking part. 
No, not with Jane and I at the paddles, “them 
(racing) days are gone forever”, but with two 
young men eager to test themselves against 
the demands of the distance and the sea con- 
ditions. Dave Burnett grew up in our neigh- 
borhood, as did his dad, who was one of our 
local motorcycle.racing gang who went on to 
national fame in our sport, winning the 
Daytona 200 professional road race in 1961. 
Dave, who is a bi-athlete (biking/running), has 
developed a serious interest in kayaking, but 
his kayak double is a low end rotomolded 
model that would surely be a slowpoke. 

Our Tango is not a racing kayak but it is 
quite fast and seaworthy at 21’ and 25” beam, 
with cockpit spacing far enough apart to not 
require synchronized paddling. Dave and his 
teamate Dan Healy borrowed it from us and 
went out and placed second in the touring 
doubles class of eight entrants, albeit about 45 
minutes behind the winning Timothy Dwyer 
and Glen Baller in the 25’ Guillemot Fast 
Double (the 8th fastest boat overall). The two 
young guys came ashore at the finish soaked 
but stoked, it had been an exciting and, at 
moments, scary adventure for them in open 
ocean paddling. 

Their experiences reminded me of our 
more modest but still adventurous experience 
about a dozen years ago when Jane and I ven- 
tured out from Brave Boat Harbor near Kittery 
Point, Maine, in our Folbot double kayak onto 
a heaving sea of what seemed to us to be very 
large waves. We were taking part (not seri- 
ously racing even then) in the Annual ‘Round 
Gerrish Island Race. As it was this year at the 
Blackburn, the start was on a placid tidal river 
leading behind Gerrish Island to Brave Boat 
Harbor. It was when we rounded the southern 
point protecting that small harbor from the 
open ocean that we perceived the scale of the 
seas waiting us. The scene gave us pause... 

The course from this point of decision 
would take us southwest through these seas 
along the exposed open rockbound coast about 
four miles to the entrance of the Piscataqua 
River leading to the finish on a small island 
within protected waters again. We had never 
been out on such big (to us) water, the seas, 

while not breaking other than on the rocky 
shore and submerged ledges, were relentlessly 
coming ashore and we’d be dealing with them 
diagonally off our port bow much of the way, 
requiring unrelieved effort at directional con- 
trol (we had a rudder) and offering a sort of 
corkscrew ride as we climbed each face at an 
angle and dropped onto its backside. 

I was sorely tempted to abort our adven- 
ture right then, Jane was willing to abide by 
my decision. In what may have been one of 
my last “go for it” decisions when faced with 
a serious challenge to my skills and strength 
(and in this case the potential for some real 
danger should we miscalculate or run out of 
gas), I said “let’s do it”. The Folbot was a fi- 
berglass version of their old Super fabric cov- 
ered model, built only for one year, and it was 
big, wide and stable. We had a full double 
cockpit cover also. All went well, we stayed 
well out off the ledges where the seas would 
hump up, and soldiered on. 

We pulled into the finish exhausted, not 
just from our physical efforts, but also from 
the unrelenting stress of not allowing our sub- 
jective incipient fears of the seas we pressed . 
on through to rise up. Coming ashore, our con- 
cerns vanished, and elation overwhelmed us. 
As racers we had been inconsequential, but as 
middle aged, increasingly cautious and con- 
servative would-be adventurers, we had sur- 
mounted the challenge of no longer feeling up 
to what we had undertaken to do. 

As I observed Dave’s and Dan’s elation 
at the conclusion of their adventure, that old 
longing to once again be able to go out there 
and “do it” with youthful vigor and willing- 
ness to take on whatever the challenge might 
be, flooded through me. When I was doing just 
that in my younger years, I was unaware of it, 
and now that I am aware, I am cursed with the 
conservatism of age. Having lived a long, ex- 
citing, risk taking youth well into early middle 
age, I accept that my past is past, and settle 
today for less risky adventuring more suited 
to my capabilities that don’t fire up that cranky 
little voice inside that keeps urging me to back 
off. It’s just that when I again find myself sub- 
merged in an adventuring ambience such as 
at the Blackburn, that old debbil “go for it” 
surfaces. 



Small Boat 
SAFETY Tom Shaw 

Share The Knowledge 

In the course of doing vessel safety 
checks at local ramps, I come across a great 
many husbands and wives boating together. 
Quite frequently, I offer to check out the boat 
while the husband is parking the trailer and it 
is distressing to find how many wives are pas- 
sengers rather than crew. 

“Where are the life jackets and the throw 
cushion? And may I see the flares?” I ask. 

“Oh, I don’t know where they are,” is 
too often the reply. 

“Can I check the lights, please?” 
“T’m sorry, I don’t know how to turn them 

on. 
“Do you carry a fire extinguisher?” 
“T think so, but I don’t know where it is.” 
If, while boating, something should hap- 

pen to the husband, the wife too often has no 
idea where emergency equipment is kept nor 
how to operate the radio to call for help. She is, 
in other words, a “passenger” rather than a 
member of the crew and has never been briefed 

on the most basic operation of the family boat. 
This is dangerous in the extreme and it 

is a danger that could, and should, be easily 
averted. 

Before a Coast Guard Auxiliary vessel 
starts a patrol the coxswain briefs the crew, 
even a crew who has sailed with him many 
times before, on the location of all the gear. 
“The fire extinguishers are here and here, the 
dock lines are in these compartments, the 
flares are here, the anchors are there and there, 
the manual bailer is there.” It is his responsi- 
bility to be sure that everyone on board knows 
where all essential gear is stowed and, because 
his crew have gone through training and test- 
ing, he can be sure they know how to use the 
equipment in time of need, even if the cox- 
swain is incapacitated. 

Passengers on recreational vessels may 
not need formal training for an afternoon jaunt, 
but they do need to be briefed on basic boat 
operation, on the location of emergency gear 
and on how to use the radio to call for help. 
They should not, in short, be “passengers”, 
they should be “crew”. With even minimum 
training everyone on board would be signifi- 
cantly safer. 

In a perfect world, both husbands and 
wives should take one of the Auxiliary or 
Power Squadron boating safety courses to- 
gether. It would be an enjoyable and a most 
profitable investment of their time. 

Power Line Safety for Sailors 
“Be Alert, Look Up, Stay Alive 

(Brought to you by.Delmarva Power & Atlantic Electric Utilities) 

Be alert, look up, and stay alive. These 
are the keys to boating safety. For the unpre- 
pared sailor, power lines pose a potentially 
life-threatening situation. Don’t endanger 
yourself or your passengers by ignoring the 
hazards. Practice these safe boating tips to 
safeguard everyone. 

Avoid contact with overhead power lines 
by checking the clearance before raising or 
lowering your mast or spar. Remember, both 
wooden and metal spars or masts can conduct 
electricity. 

Consider tides when determining clear- 
ances. Low tide clearances may be inadequate 
at high tide. 

Keep all drying sails and sheet lines from 
blowing into power lines. 

Be aware of signs that indicate under- 
water electrical cables. Don’t anchor your boat 
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near these areas. 
Remove or lower antennas or flags from 

large cruise vessels and sailboat hulls before 
transporting your boat over land. Know the to- 
tal height of your trailer and boat with and with- 
out the mast up. 

Don’t haul or sail your boat unless you 
have at least 10’ of clearance between the high- 
est point of your boat and the lowest point of 
the power line. 

Be careful when pulling your sailboat on 
the beach or when docking between waterways. 
Always look up for overhead power lines. 

Watch out for overhead power lines when 
removing your boat from the water. Ask an- 
other person to direct you so that you can safely 
clear the lines. 

Protect yourself and your family from the 
dangers of overhead power lines. Observe these 

* Nautical Books 

* Plans and Kits 

* Weather Instruments 
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tips and have a safe and enjoyable boating sea- 
son. 

Published by Conectiv, Public Affairs 
Dept., P.O. Box 231, Wilmington, DE 19899, 
(302) 429-3254 

(Contributed by Henry Hollander) 
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START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY! 
For six issues of this small-fomat, b&w magazine 
packed from cover to cover with information for 

sailors and builders of mini-cruisers and daysailors 

send $19.95 to: SCA 907 Anchor St. 
Morro Bay, CA 93442 

www.smallcraftadvisor.com 
805-771-9393 



You write to us abou... 

Activities & Events... 

Delaware River TSCA Messabout 
The Delaware River Chapter of the TSCA 

will host its Messabout 2000 on September 9 
from 9am to 6pm, rain or shine, at the Union 
Lake Sailing & Tennis Club in Millville, NJ. 
The family oriented event is open to non-mem- 
bers. Activities will include rowing and sail- 
ing races for all ages and genders and tradi- 
tional maritime craft demonstrations. Inter- 
ested readers are invited to call for further in- 
formation and directions. 

Tom Shephard, Pittsgrove, NJ, (856) 691- 
4053 

Short Ships Rowing Regatta 
We will again be hosting the Annual Short 

Ships Rowing Regatta on September 10th at 
Snow Marine Park on the harbor at Rockland, 
Maine for all manner of rowing and paddling 
craft, including outriggers, kayaks, traditional 
boats, you name it. A picnic lunch follows 
the race. Interested readesr are invited to in- 
quire for further details. 

Atlantic Challenge 
Rockland, ME, (207) 
<info @atlanticchallenge.com> 

Foundation, 
594-1800, 

News of Interest... 

Mariners’ Museum to Conserve 120 His- 
. toric Native American Canoe Models 

Through the support of a $15,591 grant 
from the Institute of Museum and Library Ser- 
vices (IMLS), The Mariners’ Museum in New- 
port News, Virginia, will begin conservation 
of its Adney collection of North American 
native canoe models. This unique collection 
of 120 canoe models represents the 
boatbuilding traditions and daily vessel use of 
thirty different Native American peoples. A 
combination of the IMLS grant and a partner- 
ship between the Museum and the Canadian 
Conservation Institute (CCI) of Ottawa, 
Ontario, will allow The Mariners’ to complete 
extensive conservation and ready this histori- 
cal collection for exhibitions, publications, and 
programs that will give the public and schol- 
ars access to this incomparable collection. 

“The canoe in Canada and among the 
northern boundary waters of the United States 
was as important as the horse to the American 
West. The Adney collection of model canoes 
and the extensive archives that accompany 
them constitute a museum within The Mari- 
ners’ Museum. Adney’s scholarship and re- 
search were impeccable,” said John 
Hightower, president and CEO of The Mari- 
ners’ Museum. “His models are the 
three-dimensional manifestation of his extraor- 
dinary knowledge and insight into the native 
cultures that created them. This important 
grant from the Institute of Museum and Li- 
brary Services will make it possible to present 
them for public viewing once again after a long 
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period in storage.” 
In addition to the 120 one-fifth-scale 

models, the Adney collection also contains 
volumes of sketches, photographs, and writ- 
ten documentation of Indian canoe-building 
techniques and designs. The models are ex- 
tremely detailed in that the bark, roots, gum, 
and other materials used in creating the origi- 
nal vessels are also found in the individual 
model canoes. The Mariners’ partnership with 
CCT is critical in that the Institute’s conserva- 
tors have extensive knowledge of the ethno- 
graphic materials of the native cultures repre- 
sented in the collection. CCI will provide spe- 
cialized knowledge in conservation science 
during an estimated 438 hours of hands-on 
treatment of 72 of the 120 canoe models. 

Edwin Tappan Adney (1868-1950) spent 
much of his life researching and documenting 
Indian traditions and ways of life that are 
quickly disappearing. He traveled widely to 
consult English and French archives; read the 
writings of explorers, missionaries, and trad- 
ers; and visited districts where the last canoes 
had been built. Adney interviewed and ob- 
served the last canoe builders and gathered 
information on fur trade canoes from a 
Hudson’s Bay Company agent who supervised 
canoe-building at company posts. Adney’s 
voluminous technical documentation took the 
form of models, drawings, notes, and photo- 
graphs. 

Among the thirty different peoples rep- 
resented in the Adney collection are Malecite, 
Abnaki, Micmac, Algonquin, Beothuk, 
Ojibway, Eastern Cree, Sioux, and 
Passamaquoddy. Canoes made by native 
peoples of Michigan, Maine, Minnesota, New 
York, and Alaska are also part of the collec- 
tion. Its geographic scope covers Alaska to 
Eastern Canada and Northern New England, 
with the greatest concentration being from the 
Eastern Woodlands. The canoes are adapted 
to a variety of purposes: Hunting, trading, rice 
harvesting, family transportation, salmon fish- 
ing, porpoise hunting, and sport. 

The detail in each canoe offers a fasci- 
nating illustration of the cultural diversity of 
Native Americans. Each canoe differs from the 
others in details significant to their makers: 
The curve of the stern, the size and spacing of 
the lashings, the carvings of the paddles. Each 
reveals the ingenuity with which humankind 
adapts to the materials, environment, and tasks 
at hand. Materials used in the collection in- 
clude bark (primarily birch but also spruce, 
elm, hickory, and basswood), moose hide, seal 
skin, a variety of woods, spruce root for lash- 
ings, sinew, leather, and gum. 

Many Native American full-size canoes 
are permanently lost. The Adney model ca- 
noes therefore represent a significant connec- 
tion to the rich culture of Native American 
groups of the Eastern Woodlands and beyond. 

The Mariners’ Museum acquired Adney’s 
models in the 1940s after Director Frederick 
Hill tracked him down in New Brunswick and 
began a relationship that endured until Adney’s 
death. The Mariners’ became custodian for 
most of Adney’s models and the voluminous 
archives that supplement them. For more in- 
formation about the Adney collection please 

call (757) 596-2222 or (800) 581-7245, or visit 
Www. mariner.org. 

The Mariners’ Museum, 100 Museum 
Dr., Newport-News, VA 23606. 
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Opinions... 

Why Jingo is For Sale 
To respond to your note regarding my 

reason for selling my 36’ Crocker centerboard 
ketch, Jingo (see classified ad in July issues), 
I came to realize that I was playing in a game 
I couldn’t afford, big boats. You’ ve either got 
to have plenty of money to pay someone to 
maintain a boat of this size for you, or you’ ve 
got to make it your only thing in life. I have 
neither the money nor am I willing to make it 
my only thing in life, doing all the upkeep 
myself. I knew I didn’t have the money but 
was somehow unable to figure out the latter 
until more recently. I love working on wooden 
boats and sailing them, but there are many 
other things I'd like to do before I die, and the 
hundreds of hours I’m having to spend work- 
ing on the boat are getting in the way. 

The decision is for the sake of the whole 
family. The experience of “making the dream 
come true” has been a positive one and I have 
no regrets. However, only one of my four chil- 
dren has really taken to sailing as a result, and 
even he knows that there should be more to 
life. For the rest of the family, Jingo could 
easily become a problem were she to continue 
to demand so much of our time and energy. 
It’s time to move on. 

I hope to replace Jingo with a smaller fi- 
berglass boat and continue sailing of course. 
(I’ve been working on getting a mooring in 
Manchester harbor for about ten years now and 
my name is at the top of the list. Can’t give 
that up!) We had a Pearson Ensign before 
Jingo, and I'd happily go back to something 
like that. She took all of about two days of 
maintenance each year and afforded us plenty 
of great sailing out of Manchester whenever 
we wanted. 

Jingo is looking the best she has in years 
and is about to go back in the water. We’re 
half hoping no one buys her for a while so we 
can get in a few good sails. On the other hand, 
naturally, I’m eager for the right person to 
come along and take over. This isn’t an easy 
thing. Maybe there’s a buyer out there, a crazy 
frustrated boat builder person who'd like to 
spend the rest of his or her life working on a 
big old wooden boat! 

Chris Finch, Lowell, MA, (978) 458- 
3896 

Why Peope Hate PWCs 
Regarding you editorial on why a lot of 

people like to hate PWCs, my observation is 
that speed differentials are not a new phenom- 
enon related to PWCs. We’ ve always had fast 
boats. We used to call the old Chris Crafts 
“speed boats” because alongside our 10hp 
Johnsons they were ballistic by comparison. 

The trouble with a lot of PWCers is that 
they’ve got a lot of speed at hand and little 
knowledge about what constitutes prudent sea- 
manship. They go fast is close quarters, they 
frequently appear reckless and one of their 
ideas of fun is tearing about in diminishing 
circles spewing great wakes, polluting hydro- 



carbons and wasting energy in a very conspicu- 
ous way. 

Other boats waste energy too, but a PWC 
underway also emanates a sound that’s not 
much less irritating than a black fly buzzing 
around your ears. And, these things are rented 
out by the thousands to operators who’ ve not 
a clue and don’t care about putting the effort 
into getting one. It doesn’t take many encoun- 
ters with folks of this ilk to form firmly en- 
trenched negative views. 

Lastly, to a lot of folks they hardly seem 
like craft that can be taken seriously. They 
seem frivolous, momentary, purposeless toys 
and thrill rides and while there’s nothing wrong 
with thrills and toys, a little intelligence asso- 
ciated with their use could help their cause. 

David Buckman, Gilford, NH 

It’s a Complex World Out There 
I enjoyed your editorial about PWCs in 

the July 15 issue. Do you know that at Lake 
Tahoe they’ve outlawed all two-stroke en- 
gines, effective either this past spring or next 
spring, because their water quality was 
degrading? That seems like a good way to go, 
since it doesn’t single out one type of water- 
craft, but goes right to the source of the prob- 
lem. I’ve trled to get the ACBS to ease up the 
rules and let outboard runabouts be judged 
without a penalty for modern 4-stroke engines, 
but there doesn’t seem to be interest there. 

A recent piece in the Boston Globe re- 
ports on a protest by paddlers against the cut- 
ting back of maintaining minimal flow levels 
on the Housatonic River in western Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut. The strict environ- 
mentalists prefer a natural rather than a regu- 
lated flow, so in this case, even -the human 
powered boaters seem to be at odds with some- 
one. It’s a complex world, but I’m all for giv- 
ing up some of my options and “privileges” in 
the interest of at least slowing the rate of en- 
vironmental decline. 

Boyd Mefferd, Canton, CT 

Some Thoughts About Bygone Boats 
Although there were some fast inboards 

and a few fast outboards, most of the powered 
boats tn the Adirondacks in the late twenties 
and early thirties that I remember were dis- 
placement designs with limited hull speeds, 
powered by either two cycle engines with huge 
flywheels, or automobile engines, or early 
outboards. 

To start some of these old engines one 
had to squirt a Itttle gasoline into priming cups 
and then pull the flywheel thru until the en- 
gine started, not always easy. Most were 
hotshot battery and coil ignition, some had 
magnetos. A very few were make and break. 

Outboards; I remember when they were 
called kickers. I can still see some guy with a 
big hat sitting in the stern of a flat bottomed 
rowboat with the bow up in the air poking 
along ahead of a cloud of smoke. There were 
Elto, Caille, Evinrude, Johnson and some oth- 
ers. 

We had an Elto twin with hotshot battery 
igntion and rudder steered. To start, the first 
thing we did was “tickle” the carburetor. There 
were two valves underneath the float bow! that 
we pushed until gasoline flowed over our fin- 
gers. We then lifted the knob on the flywheel 
and bumped it against compression. If the tim- 

ing lever was in exactly the correct position, 
the spark plug gap exactly right, and all else 
went as planned, the engine would start in the 
opposite direction. Sometimes it actually 
started on the first try. 

To reverse, there was a latch to be lifted 
up and held while we killed the ignition with 
a button on the timing lever. The engine would 
itself bump against compressionn and start the 
other way, one of the beauties of a two cycle 
engine. If the latch was not held in, the whole 
engine would jump out of the water when it 
reversed. Any fingers in the way were 
smashed. This was before litigation became 
the foremost national pastime. 

I think all internal combustion engines 
had diabolical dispositions in those days and 
would never start when needed most. I remem- 
ber a long night’s paddle back to camp from a 
place called Brandy Brook. 

It seemed then that the journey was as 
important as the destination. I think we miss 
too much now because we no longer have time 
for what we consider unimportant things. 

Sometimes I imagine I can still smell the 
combination of gasoline, oil, pipe tobacco 
smoke and fly dope. There was much to enjoy 
at 6 miles per hour. 

William R. Fuller, Dewitt, NY 

How a Boy Becomes Interested in Boats 
Referring to your editorial comments on 

the grand story of his boyhood growing up in 
Camden, New Jersey by Howard Richmond 
Hannold in the June 15 issue, I’ve often 
thought about how a boy becomes interested 
in boats. 

My wife and I had nine children, four 
being boys. I have to disagree somewhat with 
your assertion that children growing when ours 
were, were not as challenged as we Depres- 
sion era youngsters were. There was no ex- 
plosion of “middle class affluence” after 
WWIL. Yes, there were more jobs but the pay 
wasn’t all that much better especially since it 
had to be spread among the larger families of 
the typical postwar period. So, our boys were 
certainly challenged then as much as Howard 
and his pals were in the 1930s. They walked 
to school, they walked or rode their bikes to 
ball games and playgrounds and ponds and 
streams and woods. They learned to swim on 
their own pretty much and they carried the old 
Old Town canoe to the local pond on their 
backs. All of this in the second largest city in 
New England. 

As far as I can see, the affluence didn’t 
explode until the boomer generation had their 
children. That is, if they had children. That is, 
once they had acquired much of what we call 
comfort and the toys that go with it. And, of 
course it meant that they fled the city for the 
suburbs and boonies and put themselves in the 
hands of the commuter automobile and soc- 
cer van and those nature destroying monsters 
called the SUV. 

It’s their children whose lives are so dif- 
ferent from ours and our childrens’. Trapped 
in their houses on those lonely roads behind 
those picket fences, allowed out only to enter 
a van that takes them to another building like 
a gym or the shopping mall or some sort of 
organized outdoor activity, where are the out- 
lets for their spontaneous, truly personal ex- 
plorations? One obvious direction is through 
the virtual reality of the computer monitor. 

Sitting in a darkened room, alone for hours on 
end, they can’t help but become entranced by 
what they might receive or cyberconstruct 
there. Only problem is, how much of that will 
ever be translated into the reality of the kind 
that we might call naturally healthy. Oh, I 
know, Bill Gates would caution against con- 
demning nerds lest we end up working for one. 
There are nerds who build boats, too, I'll bet. 

An encouraging phenomenon is that the 
neighborhoods in the city that were vacated 
by the boomers are being filled by people of 
rainbow hues. And, as our cities are beginning 
to prize what’s left of our natural environment 
and ponds and parks and offer boating pro- 
grams of long standing, the children of these 
newer arrivals will have the chance at the sort 
of childhood that we had, that the children of 
the boomers are being deprived of in so many 
instances. 

As Archie would say, “leave us not de- 
spair just yet”. 

Dan Dick, Worcester, MA 

Lobster Yachts & Pedal Boats 
Living out here on the left coast, I am 

very interested in the Maine lobster boat, it 
seems to come in a range of sizes. Please con- 
sider doing an article about those adapted for 
pleasure use. 

As a 68 year old kayaker and mountain 
biker, I have special reason now to be inter- 
ested in pedal boats. In separate spills I have 
managed to hyper extend both elbows, so pad- 
dling is not a lot of fun right now! 

John Parks, 5350 Emerson Rd., Sacra- 
mento, CA 95820-6626 

A Vacation Wish 
High on my vacation wish list would be 

a vacation place that had MAIJB readers in 
mind, located on the water with a fleet of boats 
at our disposal, included in the room rate. The 
more variety the better. 

Joe LaGrasso, Fenton, MI 

www.dmcboats.com 
Help Wanted 

KAYAKS 
Wilderness Systems - Old Town 

CANOES 
Allagash - Old Town 

Mansfield - Alumacraft 
Hundreds on Display 

FERNALD’S 
On the River Parker 

Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 
(978) 465-0312 



Depoe Bay, Oregon, is an interesting 
place; a tiny pothole protected from the sea 
and wind by a high wall of basalt, and con- 
nected to the open ocean by a 30’ wide, dogleg 
channel through a crack in the solid rock. It is 
the safest harbor on the Oregon coast, but once 
you're through that crack (the “Hole” to the 
locals) you're out in the open Pacific, it’s only 
a few hundred feet from the harbor to the sea. 
This has made Depoe Bay a popular base for 
charter boats, and now whale-watching boats, 
since the late 1930s. Of course getting back in 
when the weather kicks up can be a bit like 
threading a needle with a camel. 

But most tourists pay little attention to 
the tiny bay, they spend their time up on High- 
way 101 at the strip of shops and roadside at- 
tractions, or across the highway watching the 
surf pound the rocks and spout through clefts 
and holes in the basalt, often flinging spray 
high over the watchers and onto the roadway. 
For a much different experience I turned off 
the highway this past April and spent a couple 

Looking through the entrance into the harbor. The wide angle lense 
makes the harbor look bigger than it really is, the Coast Guard station 
isn’t that far away! 

Jim Hitchman of Waldport was back again this year with his English 
style sailing dinghy Skylark, designed and built by Paul Gartside. 
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The 2000 Depoe Bay 
Wooden Boat Festival 

& Crab Feed 

By John Kohnen 

of days bothering boats down by the harbor, 
which really is the nicest part of the town. 

After a meager turnout last year the or- 
ganizers of the Depoe Bay Wooden Boat Fes- 
tival and Crab Feed decided to do something 
to revive the event. Luring potential exhibi- 
tors with free crab dinners to get them to bring 
their boats might have been their most suc- 
cessful ploy. I took the bait and loaded up my 
Six-Hour Canoe and hauled it over for the 
weekend. According to the official count 44 
boats were on display this year. The weather 

Putt Putt. 

The largest boat displayed at the festival was Bill Child’s restored 1925 
salmon troller Robin. 

was perfect and there was a lot of activity on 
the water, a bit of a messabout really. 

There were demonstrations of 
steambending and scarfing; a lecture by a 
Britisher about his theory that Sir Francis 
Drake had landed a few miles from Depoe Bay 
at Whale Cove instead of somewhere down in 
California; a table full of models, and lots of 
boats! Big boats and little canoes, gold plat- 
ers and more utilitarian craft, but all interest- 
ing. Best of all was the crowd of boat nuts 
eager to stand around talking about boats! I 
think it’s safe to say that a fine time was had 
by all. The crab was delicious, too. 

I can hardly wait for next year. The 2001 
Depoe Bay Wooden Boat Festival and Crab 
Feed will be held April 28th and 29th. For in- 
formation about the festival contact: Jack 
Brown, PO Box 899, Depoe Bay, Oregon 
97341, <mjbrown @netbridge.net> 

You can see these photos and more of the 
festival in color on the World Wide Web at 
<http://www.boat-links.com/De poeBay/> 

Dan Pence brought his electric launch Ginger from Portland. 

Forrest Lee from Lincoln City was back with his 1956 VW engined 
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James McMullen built these nice skin kayaks, one an Aleut design and Depoe Bay’s “Hol Wa 
the other Inuit. their 44-footer. 

7 Scott Malvitch of Corvallis built this Banks dory in the trad 
Dan Pence tries out James McMullen’s sailing canoe, which was built out of oak and Port Orford cedar. 
mainly of scraps and leftovers from other projects. Except for the sails, 
less than $50 went into this beauty! 
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I hitched a ride from Scott Malvitch for a tour of the harbor. Here we 
meet Scott Marble in his skiff. 

— 
= a - The harbor tour took an exciting turn when we took a detour out through 

Joe Molvik built the 19° replica Norwegian Nordlandsbot Mary Ellen the “hole” into the Pacific. 
for the Tri Cities, Washington, Sons of Norway lodge. 

The Sons of Norway were giving free rides around the harbor in Mary 
Ellen. 
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The hull is symmetrical, but the outrigger is 
curved more towards the hull side. 

Paddling canoe, Christmas Island, Republic of Kiritabi. 

A Christmas Island 
Canoe 

By George Fulk 
Photos by Don Boxer 

This past winter I visited Christmas Is- 
land to fish for bonefish. Near Banana Village, 
a hamlet of 957 souls, I saw a paddling canoe 
of interesting construction, with plywood 
strakes laid carvel, and entirely without metal 
fastenings. 

Christmas Island is located about 1,300 
miles south of Honolulu, Hawaii, 119 miles 
north of the equator. It is part of the Line Is- 
land Group, Republic of Kiribati, and gained 
its independence from Great Britain in 1979. 
The area was previously known as the Gilbert 
Island group. The island was named by Cap- 
tain Cook who visited on Christmas Eve, 1777. 

The island is low-lying, and only 12’ 
above sea level at its highest point; 5’ at the 
airport. It has a large interior lagoon, with 
many shallow flats suitable for sight fishing 
while wading. The local population engages 

Coir plank lashings were evenly spaced. 

in copra production, some commercial fish- 
ing, salt extraction, and guiding for sport fish- 
ermen who come for the superb bonefishing. 

The canoe which I saw was apparently 
use for subsistence fishing in the interior la- 
goon, and was a paddling canoe. My friend 
Timiona Taom said it was used for gill netting 
milk fish, a very tasty, but bony fish used for 
food. It was made of plywood, over sawn 
frames, and assembled entirely without metal 
fastenings. Lashings were coir twine, made by 
twisting coconut husk fiber. 

The shape was traditional, with outrigger, 
but the hull was symmetrical. The narrow 
2”-4” plywood strakes were edge butted like 
regular carvel, but sewn with 4-5 turns of coir 
lashing every 6” or so. Plywood was 3/8” 
thick. Butt blocks were small narrow strips and 
also lashed. There was some kind of sealant 
between plank joints and the boat was painted. 
There was a central keel about 1- 1/2” wide 
by 2” deep with garboard strakes butted to its 
beveled upper corners. The keel may have 
been gum as were the guard and frames. 

Although the hull was symmetrical, the 
outrigger was slightly asymmetrical, and 
curved most on the side towards the hull. Usu- 
ally, western Pacific paddling canoes have 
asymmetrical hulls curved more on the port 
side to offset the drag of the outrigger. Thus a 
right handed paddler, paddling on the starboard 
side would cause the boat to track straight. 
Apparently the effect of more curve on the 
outrigger is the same, but I’m not sure about 
this. 

The boat was light, perhaps about 120lbs, 
and about 20’ overall length. Sawn frames 
were on about 20” centers. The outrigger was 
about half the hull length. There was a high 
level of craftsmanship and parts were well fit- 
ted with tight joints. Plank and frame lashings 
were uniform and evenly spaced. Surprisingly, 
there was no sign of plywood delamination. 

Equipment onboard consisted of a stain- 
less steel table knife and a foam rubber block 
used as a bailing sponge. There was no mast 
step, and apparently the owner had taken the 
paddle home. 

Butt block and sawn frame. 



Mystic Seaport’s 30th 
Annual John Gardner 
Small Craft Work- 

shop: Jellyfish, Cap- 
tain Hook, and Kids 

By Sharon Brown 

The future of traditional small boats lies 
with youth as John Gardner so eloquently 
stated. And by this measure alone, the 30th 
Annual John Gardner Small Craft Workshop 
at Mystic Seaport, Mystic Connecticut on June 
3 and 4 was a big success. For not only were 
members of the “old guard” like Sidney 
Whalen, Ed Steever, Steve Jones, Rob 
Pittaway, Bruce Thurston, Lance Lee, Myron 
Young and Eleanor Watson present, but there 
were many new young faces out on the water. 
The children of the Jordans of Braintree, Mas- 
sachusetts, the Hearns of Dover, New Hamp- 
shire and Rathbones of Larchmont, New York 
are at home in small boats and have grown up 
attending the workshops. However, this year 
there was a significant contingent of first time 
participants under the age of 18. 

The weekend was blessed with perfect 
weather and declared an unqualified success 
at the staff wrap up. “The best ever.” Or the 

Ten-year old Clark Husted glows with satis- 
faction and pleasure that comes from model 
building, and shows off his model of the Mys- 
tic Seaport Jellyfish, S$. S. Clarkease, which 
he built in the spring with his father (Sharon 
Brown Photograph). 

In a contrast of construction materials and propulsion, 12-year old Blair Fleming uses foot power 

i 

to propel the 14-foot Hobie Mirage Kayak brought by Gail Ferris, while Curran Behney paddles 
his brother’s irresistible Mystic Seaport Jellyfish, Hull #3, Moon Jelly (Sharon Brown Photo- 
graph). 

best in our memory. 
This was the outcome of a good deal of 

preliminary planning involving event co- 
ordinator Peter Vermilya, his assistants Carole 
Zapp and John Blaiklock, and Pat Wilbur, 
Mindy Matheson and Ellen Stone from Ships 
Plans. Helen Packer prepared for her first 
workshop since 1978 working feverishly as a 
volunteer having retired in March after 26 
years at Mystic Seaport. Bill Kinsella cut out 

boat model parts at the bandsaw and Lee 
Treffeisen sewed sails. At The Boathouse we 
cleaned up the shop, washed down the livery 
fleet, touched up varnish on the oars, and 
spliced more lines. Dean Seder and Doug But- 
ler of Shipyard wrestled new docks into place 
and repaired the old. Wade Smith, Supervisor 
of the Boat Shop rebuilt thole pins on the four- 
oared gig, General Lafayette, and worked late 
on Friday evening with Sarah Blachly and 

Young Eben Hearn enjoys the fruits of his labors paddling the Tom Hill designed 11' 6" ultra 
light canoe which he built over the winter (Sharon Brown Photograph). 



Mystic Seaport Director, J. Revell Carr, announces the renaming of the Boat Shop in honor or 
of the man who started the Workshop in 1970, the John Gardner Boat Shop (Sharon Brown 
Photograph). 

atone 

Kevin Collins and daughter, Lena, prepare to launch their Jellyfish, Hull #4. Unnamed at the 
launch, their Jellyfish has been used almost every afternoon in a lake near their Preston home 
(Sharon Brown Photograph). 

An appreciative crowd attends the christening of Captain Hook. A reproduction of the 12-foot 
pulling boat from Southport, Maine, Captain Hook was built in the newly named John Gardner 
Boat Shop by Barry Thomas, Wade Smith, Sarah Blachly and Alexys Hanczar and is available 
for rent at The Boathouse (Philip Behney Photograph). 
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Alexys Hanczar to finish painting the new 
pulling boat Captain Hook. Only hours ear- 
lier, the door was shut to visitors while Alison 
Pyot lettered the name on her shiny black tran- 
som and last minute prep work was completed 
without interruption. Early in the spring Wade, 
Sarah, and Mark Starr held two new adult/ 
youth boatbuilding classes in which each team 
built a double paddle canoe of white pine. The 
cost of the course instruction included an in- 
vitation to each team to attend the John 
Gardner Small Craft Workshop with their 
newly painted boats. A mass launch of this new 
class, the Mystic River or Mystic Seaport Jel- 
lyfish, was planned. Anticipation of the work- 
shop was palpable as we paused to consider 
that the empty beach would soon be a blaze of 
small boats. 

And in the wee hours on Sunday morn- 
ing, Maurice Baron of Shipyard phoned Se- 
curity to remind the guard to plug in the cof- 
feepots. He and Ava Kovach decanted coffee 
into thermoses and delivered the food, bever- 
ages and serving accoutrements to the Ship- 
yard dock. They helped Karel den Tex load 
up the launch for the downriver row on the 
7:15 AM Route | bascule bridge opening. 
Then Ava and Maurice accompanied the fleet 
downriver on the garvey chase boat, Maynard 

The condition of Bill Sauerbrey’s fine 5/8th 
scale 18-foot whaleboat Grace belies the dis- 
tance she has been rowed in waters around 
Mystic and between Nantucket and Cape Cod 
since her launch in 1997 (Sharon Brown Pho- 
tograph). 



Bray. Maurice, Scott Noseworthy and Rich- 
ard Birnn of Shipyard launched and hauled 
boats all weekend, and assisted participants, 
many of whom they knew by name, with 
glitches in rigging. From our perspective 
things ran smoothly but only because we in- 
vested time and energy beforehand. 

The workshop is the premier weekend of 
the year for some Mystic Seaport staff. Re- 
vealed by their badges, they walk the docks, 
discuss construction details with owners, and 
use the boats. Weekend hits included the 
launch of the Jellyfish and Captain Hook, riv- 
eting hoop bracelets, small boat model mak- 
ing, a kayak paddle workshop, a lapstitch 
workshop and the Saturday night films—Am- 
phibious Man by Ivars Silis and a restored 
version of In the Land of the War Canoes by 
Edward S. Curtis. 

About 275 registrants attended bringing 
64 boats which were launched early Saturday 
morning. People were drawn to the boats 
spreading out across the river, making their 
way to the beach or the floats. People ex- 
changed boats and crews took turns sailing or 
rowing the whaleboats. Amistad crew, Eric 
Chanu, Abigail Crain, Dan Bregman and Den- 
nis Burroughs, sailed and rowed the ship’s boat 
Margaru built by students of the Sound 
School, New Haven, Connecticut. 

The elegant 27-foot 4-oared gig, General 
Lafayette plied the waters. General Lafayette 
is a copy of the American Star, built by the 
Chambers Brothers of Brooklyn, New York 
circa 1820 and presented to General Lafayette 
on the occasion of his last visit to the United 
States in 1825. John Gardner built the Gen- 
eral Lafayette in 1975 and documented her 
construction in his last book, Wooden Boats 
To Build And Use, published by. Mystic Sea- 
port in 1996. It is always a treat when she is 
splashed, and this year a number of people 
were lucky to be included in her crew, ably 
coxed by Wade Smith. 
Registrants paused for lunch, spread out to 
watch the waterborne parade of activity or 
crowded in under the Boat Shed to hear the 
lunchtime speakers. 

Peter Vermilya paid tribute to Helen 
Packer who held many positions over her 26 
year Mystic Seaport career. Lacking an offi- 
cial title, Helen often referred to herself as a 
secretary, but she personably performed tasks 
beyond secretarial services. Each prospective 
Boatbuilding Class student felt special and 
held out hope as Helen kept them appraised 
of their standings on the waiting lists. She sold 
the Boat Plans and distributed the lists, and 
she handled most of the paperwork for the 
Small Craft Workshops, including selling 
mugs and T-shirts. She remains friends with 
many of the people she corresponded with over 
the years. Last year, at the 29th Annual John 
Gardner Workshop, the Seaford Skiff, built in 
the Museum Boat Shop by Barry Thomas and 
Wade Smith was launched and named in her 
honor. Today, the Helen Packer is available to 
visitors to rent at The Boathouse. 

Lee Scarbrough of Cape Cod discussed 
the Atlantic Challenge Programs and his crew 
displayed their rowing techniques as they put 
Loyaute, their 10-oared 38-foot Bantry Bay 
Gig through its paces. Wade Smith discussed 
the successful new Mystic River Jellyfish 
Boatbuilding Classes, where teenagers team 
with an adult to build a 35 pound 14-foot 
double paddle canoe of white pine over a 
weekend. He then invited the crowd to fol 
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Rob Pittaway helps lift the 16-foot strip-built Adirondack Guide Boat built in 1992 by William 
Maher of Granville, Massachusetts from Rushton plans obtained through the Adironack Mu- 
seum, Blue Mountain Lake, New York (Sharon Brown Photograph). 

Author Steve Smith of Noank, Connecticut Traditional Small Craft Association executive 
confers with Geoff Conklin of Old Lyme, members, Frank Durham of Hollis, New 
Connecticut (Sharon Brown Photograph). Hampshire and Eleanor Watson of Noank 

(Sharon Brown Photograph). 
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Sally Ostlund of Mystic Seaport’s demonstration squad, helms the whaleboat heading downriver 

Sunday morning. Among her crew on starboard are Jay Ludvigh from Florida and Jim Blackaby 

head of Information Serivces at the Seaport (Sharon Brown Photograph). 

Chauncy Rucker prepares to beach the Shellback Dinghy Ruckus, which he and his wife Nancy 

built in June 1998 during a week long course at WoodenBoat School, Brooklyn, Maine (Sharon 

Brown Photograph). 

Sean McQuilken paddled his Mystic Seaport James Riemer takes his mom out for a row in 

Jellyfish Hull #10 to Mason’s Island (Sharon the Good Little Skiff, Waldo Howland (Sharon 

Brown Photograph). Brown Photograph). 

low him to the beach. There J. Revell Carr 
spoke briefly to the participants to announce 
the honoring of John Gardner by renaming the 
Gray Boat shop or Small Boat Shop where he 
worked from 1969 to 1995, in his honor, the 
John Gardner Boat Shop. 

John would have been tickled by what 
followed. The launch of the Jellyfish. Sarah 
announced each team, the name, and the hull 
number and one at a time they carried their 
boats to the beach where each teenager poured 
a little sparkling cider over the bow and after 
a healthy draw from the bottle, paddled 
proudly out into the river to loud cheers and 
enthusiastic clapping. It was infectious. Young 
people waded into the water to get a closer 
view and negotiate a turn at the double paddle. 

Next, was the launch of the latest boat to 
be built in the newly named John Gardner Boat 
Shop, the reproduction of the 12-foot round- 
bottom pulling boat from Maine, the Captain 
Hook. After a few celebratory remarks by the 
author in recognition of builders, Barry Tho- 
mas, Wade Smith, Sarah Blachly, and Alexys 
Hanezar, Captain Hook was christened with 
champagne and underwent her maiden voy- 
age with all aboard. Amid much laughter, 
Wade rowed and demonstrated her carrying 
capacity and easy handling characteristics. She 
too is available to rent at The Boathouse. The 
original Captain Hook, built circa 1920 by an 
unknown builder is still on exhibit in the Boat 
Shop, and will eventually return to the perma- 
nent collection in the Rossie Mill. 

In The Boathouse, Mark Starr, an avid 
kayak enthusiast, held a workshop on kayak 
paddles, while across the way in the White 
Boat Shop, John Blaiklock discussed his most 
recent construction project, a 26-pound Chesa- 
peake Light Craft 12-foot Sassafras. 

Thoughout most of the afternoon children 
gathered at the podium under the Boat Shed 
and with volunteers, John and Pat Sparkman, 
built model boats until the parts supply was 
exhausted. They sailed their creations in the 
railway and towed them behind rowboats. At 
the open back doors of the John Gardner Boat 
Shop children of all ages riveted steam bent 
white oak hoop bracelets with Sarah and Wade. 
All too soon, it was time for dinner at Light- 
house Point followed by films at the Meeting 
House. Some tired participants retired to their 
accommodations on the Joseph Conrad in an- 
ticipation of an early morning call for the an- 
nual downriver row. 

Sunday morning dawned still and bright 
with dew on the boats and the models sitting 
on stern sheets or rails, their bright sails barely 
moving. Groggy people emerged from under 
boom tents or straggled in from the parking 
lots. Speaking in muted voices they sponged 
out hulls, stowed back packs, dragged boats 
to the shoreline or untied from the floats, and 
shipped the oars. One by one the boats began 
to leave, heading downriver for the 7:15 AM 
bridge opening. It was a splendid morning and 
the row peaceful. Norman and Helen Packer 
waved from the town dock and other early 
morning risers stopped to admire the unique 
parade. 

Down at Mason’s Island, about two miles 
away, people drew their boats up on the beach, 
stretched, and helped off load the coffee and 
doughnuts. A brightly attired amorphous 
crowd gathered. People talked and caught up 
on the past year’s events, while others chose 
to walk the beach scrutinizing each boat, 
supplementing mental notes with film docu- 



mentation. Children gravatated together fas- 
cinated by the intertidal life and hermit crabs 
scurried from eager hands. 

Demonstration squad members broke off 
first with the whaleboats and headed back to 
begin work at 9 AM. One by one the boats 
were readied, some with auxiliary fuel, a last 
cup of coffee or doughnut, and hands took to 
the oars, paddle, and sails for the return upriver 
trip. Peter and Peggy Vermilya were the last 
to leave in the Rangeley Lake boat. They sur- 
veyed the spit for errant garbage and took a 
lingering look at a beautiful location we are 
privileged to use. Although there remains 
ample opportunity for boat use before the fi- 
nal haul out at 4 PM, it is a pivotal occasion as 
we know the end of another Small Craft Work- 
shop is imminent. This year the weather pre- 
vailed. 

The Annual meeting of the Traditional 
Small Craft Association was held outside, and 
we used the boats to the last possible minute. 
For the second year in a row a generous dona- 
tion by the Traditional Small Craft Associa- 
tion enabled Mystic’s Boat-house to not only 
put workshop attendees in the livery fleet with- 
out charge, but also the public in general. This 
was part of a conscious attempt to make the 
weekend more accessible to a larger audience, 
and potentially impact as many families as 
possible. It worked. Our docks were packed 
with people getting in and out of boats and 
sitting on benches turned to face the on the 
water entertainment. Not including the 
downriver row of seven livery boats and 17 
people, we put 351 people and two dogs, 
Garvey and Goliath, on small boats at The 
Boathouse over the two day weekend. Breck 
Marshall carried 95 passengers, Resolute car- 
ried 60, and 196 people were in the livery fleet. 
This despite the strong north-west wind that 
impacted rentals Saturday morning. We initi- 
ated five new volunteers and introduced two 
young people to the workshop. Recipients of 
scholarship money provided by Boathouse 
volunteer, Judge Morton J. Siegel of New 
York, Shaun Bennett of Tolland, Connecticut 
and Ben Ragsdale of Mystic, were ecstatic 
with the choice of boats to use. Shaun, whose 
preference leans to kayaks and small canoes, 
found the workshop like a candy store. At the 
end of the day his parents discovered him sit- 
ting in the shade of the Australia shed, his face 
revealing exhaustion, happiness, and overex- 
posure to the sun. Ben ended up helping us at 
The Boathouse dock putting people out on the 
water and recounted his experiences in an ex- 
cellent article published in the Mystic River 
Press. 

Comments in The Boathouse Guest Book 
reflect the visitor experience. Dr. Jay Ludvigh 
of Florida, a workshop attendee, wrote appre- 
ciatively, “Rowing almost all the boats helped 
me decide what the next one I will build will 
be. This was a great help in making a big de- 
cision. Thanks!!” The Picton and Gilchrist 
Families from western Connecticut wrote, 
“Had a marvelous day on the water rowing 
and sailing!” and Mark Picton reminded us that 
he, “bought a Piscataqua River Wherry here 
five years ago from Chris Rawlings and has 
had wild adventures with her ever since.” Ethel 
Tyson of Martha’s Vineyard wrote, “Mystic’s 
Boathouse is a terrific opportunity to experi- 
ence classic small boat rowing. A real plea- 
sure.” Visitors from New York City, added “We 
thought we were lost at sea. Tow, tow, tow your 
boat.” Dave LuchsInger from Yaphank, New 

John Summers gets a hand to help move his fine St. Lawrence skiff to the beach. Designed by 
Moses Sauve circa 1890 John built the boat in 1997 from lines taken from the original (Sharon 
Brown Photograph). 

Seasoned gunkholers, Abigail, Craig, Kathy, Drew and Garvey Jordan, head to Shipyard for haul 
out on Sunday while the young ladies behind them learn to row a Good Little Skiff (Sharon 
Brown Photograph). 



York quipped, “When I said I was signing the 
waiver in case my daughters were lost at sea, 
I was only kidding.” Bill Palifka of Hartford 
added, “It was just like Dawsons Creek! 
Thanks to the TSCA!”. Andy Giblin of Noank, 
wrote, “Love the Green Machine!”, while 
Holly and Rebecca wrote, “SOS! SOS! SOS! 
Never Got Past the Dock!” And in careful 
print, Jon and Jesse Daniels wrote, “I got to 
row!” and “I saw a jelly fish.” Each experi- 
ence so different, and each I believe will come 
back to haunt a reverie, a reminder of a good 
time on the water in a good boat, and all made 
possible by the generosity of the members of 
Traditional Small Craft Association on a spe- 
cial weekend. The association is an advocate 
for small craft, promotes traditional design and 
construction, and publishes the quarterly jour- 
nal, Ash Breeze. 

When John Gardner planned the first 
Rowing Workshop at Mystic in June of 1970 
with then Curator, Ed Lynch, it likely did not 
occur to him that it would still be running 
strong, 30 years later. Despite his anxiety dur- 
ing the planning stages, he was elated at the 
outcome as he recounted, “The workshop 
proved a great success in spite of the rain. 
Upwards of 200 attended, counting women 
and children. Between 40 and 50 boats. All 
the New England states were represented. Also 
New York, New Jersey, Maryland, and one 
naval architect from Seattle, Washington who 
came over the road, picking up a 12-ft. var- 
nished “Whitehall” at White Bear Lake, Min- 
nesota. ... A credit to the Curatorial Dept.” (let- 
ter to Kenneth Durant, June 13, 1970). 

I believe the workshop has continued for 
two important reasons. The location, and the 
inspiration of John Gardner. 

The workshop location presents an ever- 
changing dramatic backdrop, 1.e., the river, the 
museum and vessels on exhibit, and the di- 
versity of landscape on the downriver row, 
through the heavily packed marinas of plas- 
tic, to the pristine location of the spit at 
Mason’s Island. We share the river with the 
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oyster catchers within sight of the village of 
Noank and the islands off the mouth of the 
river in the early morning quiet. It is a unique 
waterfront setting, whether it be the Route | 
bascule bridge or the Amtrak swing bridge, or 
the steeple of the Noank Baptist Church, or 
the sails of the Charles W. Morgan and Jo- 
seph Conrad, and now, the dramatically raked 
masts of the new schooner, Amistad. We share 
the channel with whaleboats and museum clas- 
sics like Sabino, Breck Marshall and Resolute. - 

It is not only the physical attributes of 
the landscape, but the resources of the museum 
which make it natural that small boat people 
would be attracted to Mystic Seaport. The 
Boathouse makes an important contribution to 
the workshop given that boats in the livery 
available for use represent the most signifi- 
cant block of traditionally constructed boats. 
And plans, reasonably priced, are available. 
The Boat Shop is still involved in research and 
construction of traditionally built boats, and 
the teaching of traditional methods of 
boatbuilding. There are over 400 boats in the 
collection available for study. 

For whatever reason—perceived ease of 
construction, lightness of hull, lifestyle, and 
lack of materials—over the years there has 
been a gradual reduction in the number of tra- 
ditionally built boats registered. A majority of 
the boats at the workshop are now traditional 
in design only, made of plywood, veneers, of 
glued lap with liberal applications of epoxy. 
Regardless, many of the builders were influ- 
enced by John, and the likes of Pete Culler or 
Andy Steever or George Kelley, or those from 
earlier times. For example, John Blaiklock 
who brought his Chesapeake Light Craft Sas- 
safras and lead the workshop on Lapstitch, was 
inspired by John Gardner’s teaching and writ- 
ing, and submitted his first lain Oughtred de- 
signed glued lap boat for John’s perusal. John 
admired the workmanship and it wound up 
fodder for his Comments Here and There col- 
umn in the National Fisherman (October, 
1988). 

We keep in touch with our mentors as we 
know them by their boats, their legacies to us. 
Masters were well represented at the workship 
by the boats. Platt Monfort was unable to at- 
tend, but Chuck Raynor of Richmond, Virginia 
brought Gator his dog, a new 15'6" Adirondack 
Guide Boat strip built from lines taken off the 
original 1904 Henry Dwight Grant hull, and 
Snowshoe, the 14-foot Platt Monfort Geode- 
sic canoe. Bart Hauthaway was also unable to 
attend, but Bulkeley Smith, Jr. of Noank 
brought Fido his Bart Hauthaway designed 
and built Rob Roy 10°6" double paddle, 
decked fiberglass canoe. Likewise, Richard 
Koolish of Arlington, Massachusetts brought 
a 10’6" Bart Hauthaway Double Paddle Ca- 
noe. 

George Kelley was sadly missed. But the 
double paddle canoe L. Francis was available 
at The Boathouse, and Dean Matthews of 
Doylsetown, Pennsylvania fulfilled a dream 
and wrote, “Paddled L. Francis today! Only 
waited 25 years! What a wonderful boat and 
how nice to feel the vibes of George Kelley 
again.” Pete Culler was not present, but Good 
Little Skiffs were available and now due to 
the generosity of Ruth Kelley and family, Pete 
Culler plans are available for sale at the Ships 
Plans Division of the G. W. Blunt White Li- 
brary. 

And John has been missing for five years 
but Steven Bauer and family of Portland, 

Maine brought their new 14-foot Sail and Row 
skiff featured in Classic Small Craft You Can 
Build, published by Mystic Seaport in 1993. 
Aside from museum owned boats, other John 
Gardner boats included the 12-foot Bank Dory 
from The Dory Book (1987, p. 144) built by 
David Barber of Groton Long Point, the 16- 
foot Swampscott Dory brought by the Jordans, 
the Chamberlain Dory Skiff brought by Philip 
Kendrick and Simone Masse of South 
Berwick, Maine, a 17-foot Swampscott Dory 
built by Howard Mittleman of North River 
Boatworks, Albany, New York, an 18’6" 
Marblehead Gunning Dory based on plans in 
The Dory Book, and Richard Sleeper and fam- 
ily from Troy, New York broughtWitches 
Sail’em, a 14-foot John Gardner dory skiff, 
built with students at Bennington School, Ver- 
mont in 1992. 

How many of the other boats, perhaps 
now only traditional in the design sense, owe 
their existence to a back yard builder yielding 
to an awakening interest in traditional small 
boats due to the teachings of the masters like 
John and Pete Culler. And how many of the 
young people who were out on the water dur- 
ing the 30th annual John Gardner Small Craft 
Workshop will one day in turn inspire another 
uninitiated to the fun that comes from using 
boats that are part of our maritime heritage, 
which stem from a time when the waterfront 
was alive with variety in watercraft, all hand 
built, and necessary for work and exploration 
as well as play. 

It takes a lot of effort to get a boat to 
Mystic and a stay in the region is no longer an 
inexpensive venture. We appreciate the invest- 
ment registrants make. Some of the boats that 
came and their owners are included here. Only 
space prevents inclusion of all. 

Steve Bauermeister of South Berwick 
Maine, brought a 17’ Georgian Bay Kayak he 
built from Laughing Loon Kayak plans. 

Stephen Connell of East Derry, New 
Hampshire brought Oak Dog, an 11' 6" x 4 ° 
Herreshoff Columbia Dinghy which he built 
from the book, Building The Herreshoff Din- 
ghy, written by Barry Thomas and published 
in 1977 by Mystic Seaport. 

Guy Hermann of Mystic, brought The 
Great Arthur, a traditional 15°9" sharpie skiff, 
a copy of WB, in Mystic Seaport’s collec- 
tion, built by Gary Weisenberger, students and 
Walter Ansel. Walter’s father, Willits, built 
another replica which is in the Boathouse fleet. 
Kathleen Donovan of South Berwick, Maine 
brought a Georgian Bay kayak built by Steve 
Bauermeister in 2000 from Laughing Loon 
Kayak plans. 

Paul Erickson of Norwalk, Connecticut 
brought SKAL, the 17-foot V-Bottom Pulling 
boat designed by Don Rosencranz and built 
by Paul and Harry Erickson in 1973-1974 as a 
father son project, and the 17-foot Queen Char- 
lotte Design kayak he built from plans sold by 
Pygmy Boats. 

Joel Flather of Little Compton, Rhode 
Island brought a'10’5" canoe built by Com- 
pass Canoe from lines of a 1880 J. H. Rushton 
canoe sold by the Adirondack Museum. 

Ben Fuller of Cushing, Maine brought 
Fresh Breeze a 19-foot traditional Afjords 
Faering, built by Jon Etheridge in 1985 in 
Norway. 

John and Rebecca Leonard of Pownal, 
Maine brought Freestyle a 16-foot Whitehall 
built by James Purinton of West Bath, Maine 
from lines published by Chapelle. 



When DBMS offered a wooden boat 
building class at the end of last summer, the 
school didn’t know what the response might 
be. There certainly was no expectation that the 
class would produce five craftsmen with an 
average age of 70, who would work long after 
the class ended to finish their project. 

The advertising for the class generated 
serious interest from only two people, Don 
Muirhead of Duxbury and Scituate’s Paul 
MacDonald. Faced with the prospect of an 
inadequate number of students, Don 
Muirhead’s boundless enthusiasm took over, 
and he managed to convince, or perhaps co- 
erce, Alex Stohn, Charlie Cousins and Sherm 
Hoyt to enroll. 

Although this cast of characters had spent 
many years messing around in boats, only Paul 
MacDonald had significant experience in 
working with wood. The class knew little 
about the mysteries of wooden boat construc- 
tion or how to convert a pile of lumber into a 
classic 12’ dinghy that both handles well and 
is a thing of beauty, at least to the nautical eye. 
The Catspaw is constructed of copper riveted 
white cedar lapstrake planks laid over steam 
bent oak frames. Her stern is wine-glass 
shaped and constructed from mahogany. 

The class began in early October under 
the direction of Jeff Grey, the proprietor of 
Snug Harbor Boat Works and a tenant of the 
school. Jeff’s company specializes in wooden 
boat construction and repair. He has built a 
number of classic sailboats that grace Duxbury 
Bay, and Jeff’s crew is presently building a 
38’ Carrol Lowell designed motor boat using 
the cold-molded West system. She will be the 
largest boat constructed in Duxbury in many 
years. 

Initially, the class reviewed the design of 
the Catspaw and learned about the frame on 
which the boat would be built. The students 
had a head start as Jeff Grey had previously 
constructed the frame while building another 
Catspaw. The next step was construction of 
the mahogany transom and the keel and stem, 
both of which were built from white oak. That 
process was time consuming because the keel 
had to be carefully grooved so that the lower 
end of the ribs, or frames, would fit snugly 
into the keel. 

Once the keel was ready, long 5/8” by 3/ 
8” strips of green oak were cut and inserted 
into a steam box. The box is ingeniously fash- 
ioned by setting a large pressure cooker over 
a propane burner and transferring the steam 
to a long wooden box through a rubber hose. 
After about 45 minutes in the box, the oak 
strips become flexible enough to be inserted 
into the keel and bent and clamped over the 
frame to form ribs. Once the ribs cool and dry 
out, they retain their shape permanently. 

The next stage involved shaping the 
planks used to form the boat’s bottom and 
sides. The process, which is called “spiling”, 
is very complicated because the shape of each 
plank must be taken from the lines of the frame 
on which the hull sits and transferred to a ce- 
dar plank. The plank is then shaped so that it 
both conforms to the shape of the hull and fits 
over the edge of the adjacent plank. When the 
proper fit is achieved, the plank is ripped in 
half lengthwise to produce two planks, one for 
each side of the boat. 

By the formal end of the class in 
mid-December, the hull was partially planked. 
Putting aside the question of whether the boat 
should have been finished by then, there are 

Catspaw Dinghy: 
A Labor Of Love 

Reprinted with permission from Bay 
Tidings, Newsletter of the Duxbury Bay 

Maritime School 

Catspaw dinghy constructed by Snug Harbor 
Boatworks in 1999. 

reasons why it wasn’t. The primary explana- 
tion is that the students spent more than a little 
time engaged in conversation that was not re- 
motely connected to the task at hand. On many 

evenings, it seemed as though more time was 
spent in swapping tall tales and trading jokes 
than in working on the boat. Although the 
DBMS administration was aware of this situ- 
ation, it decided that the evolving sense of 
camaraderie within the student body would 
accomplish more in the long term than any 
disciplinary action might. 

In any event, the end of the class has not 
spelled the end of the effort to complete the 
Catspaw. Since mid-December, the students 
have appeared several times per week to line 
off, shape, and fasten additional planks so that 
the boat is really taking on the appearance of 
a finished product. Virtually all of the addi- 
tional work has been performed without the 
supervision or even the assistance of Jeff Grey. 
According to Don Muirhead, “When the boat 
is finished, we’re going to have one hell of a 
christening party!” 

The five students who started out in Oc- 
tober have plainly caught the wooden boat 
building bug. The learning process goes on, 
but something else is also at work. The addi- 
tional element is the appreciation, fascination, 
and satisfaction that come with creating a thing 
of beauty with one’s hands. What began as a 
wooden boat building class has now become 
a labor of love. 

(The Duxbury Bay Maritime School can 
be reached at P.O. Box 263A, Duxbury, MA 
02331) 

Paul MacDonald and Don Muirhead put the finishing touches on the frame. 

View with the planking completed. 



A portage now loomed in our horizon. 
The distance across the neck of land was one- 
third of a mile only, but the ascent of the hills 
of the Gulf beach would prove a formidable 
task. I proposed to Saddles that he should re- 
turn to the boats, while I hurried down the 
beach to the point of the cape to find a man to 
assist us in their transportation from the bay 
to the sea. 

While discussing the plan, a noise in the 
thicket caught my ear, and turning our eyes to 
the spot, we saw two men hurrying from their 
ambush into the forest. We at once started in 
pursuit of them. When overtaken, they looked 
confused, and acknowledged that the presence 
of strangers was so unusual in that region that 
they had been watching our movements criti- 
cally from the moment we landed until we dis- 
covered them. These men wore the rough garb 
of cow-hunters, and the older of the two in- 
formed me that his home was in Apalachicola. 
He was looking after his cattle, which had a 
very long range, and had been camping with 
his assistant along St. Joseph’s Sound for many 
days, being now en route for his home. Two 
ponies were tied to a tree in a thicket, while a 
bed of palmetto leaves and dried grass showed 
where the hunters had slept the previous night. 

These men assured us that the happiest 
life was that of the cow-hunter, who could 
range the forest for miles upon his pony, and 
sleep where he pleased. The idea was, that the 
nearer one’s instincts and mode of life ap- 
proached to that of a cow, the happier the man: 
only another version, after all, of living close 
to nature. One of these wood-philosophers, 
taking his creed from the animals in which all 
his hopes centred, said we should be as simple 
in our habits as an ox, as gentle as a cow, and 
do no more injury to our fellow-man than a 
yearling. He was certain there would be less 
sin in the world if men were turned into cattle; 
was sure cattle were happier than men, and 
generally more useful. 

Upon learning our dilemma, the good- 
natured fellows set at once to work to help us. 
We cut two pine poles, and placing one boat 
across them, each man grasped an end of a 
pole, and thus, upon a species of litter, we lifted 
the burden from the ground and bore it slowly 
across the land to the sea. Returning to the bay, 
we transported the second boat in the same 
manner; and making a third trip, carried away 
our provisions, blankets, &c 

It was now evening, and viewing with sat- 
isfaction our little boats resting upon the beau- 
tiful beach, we thanked our new friends heart- 
ily for their kindness. The owner of a thou- 
sand cattle gave us a warm invitation to visit 
his orange grove in Apalachicola, and then 
retired with his man to their nest in the woods, 

while we slept in our boats, with porpoises and 
black-fish sounding their nasal calls all night 
in the sea which beat upon the strand at our 
feet. 

In the morning the wind arose and sent 
the waves tumbling far in upon the beach. After 
breakfast I walked to the extremity of the cape, 
and dined with Mr. Robert Colman, the prin- 
cipal light-keeper. He was a most ingenious 
man, and an expert in the use of tools. The 
United States Light House Establishment se- 
lects its light-keepers from the retired army of 
wounded soldiers. In all my voyages along our 
coast, and on inland waters, I have found the 
good results of the perfect discipline exercised 
by the superintendents of this bureau. These 
keepers live along a coast of some thousands 
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of miles in extent on the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans and the Gulf of Mexico, many of them 
in isolated positions, but honesty, economy, 
and intelligent skill are everywhere apparent; 
and these men work like an army of veterans. 
I have intruded upon their privacy at all hours, 
but have never found one of them open to criti- 
cism. There is no shirking of the onerous du- 
ties of their position. Too much praise cannot 
be given to these light-keepers in their lonely 
towers, or to the intelligent heads which di- 
rect and govern their important work. 

As I was leaving the light-house, a young 
woman approached me, and introducing her- 
self as a visitor to the keeper’s family, said 
she had a favor to ask. Would it be too much 
trouble for the stranger, after he reached New 
York, to inquire the price of a switch of hu- 
man hair of just the shade of her own flaxen 
locks, and write her about it! Of course such 
an appeal could not be disregarded; but I con- 
fess that as I gazed upon the boundless sea, 
and along the uninhabited strand, and into the 
unsettled forests, I wondered where the men 
or women were to be found to appreciate the 
imported New York switch. Would it not 
“waste its sweetness on the desert air” in the 
unpeopled wilderness? 

The boisterous weather kept us on the 
beach until Friday, when we launched our 
boats and rowed along the coast three miles to 
a point opposite a lagoon which was separated 
from the sea by a narrow strip of land. While 
pulling along the beach, great black-fish, some 
of them weighing at least one thousand 
pounds, came up out of the sea and divided 
into four companies. The first ranged itself 

upon our right, the second upon our left, the 
third, forming a school, proceeded in advance, 
while the fourth brought up the rear. Unlike 
the frisky porpoises, these big fellows con- 
voyed us in the most dignified manner, heav- 
ing their dark, shining, scaleless bodies half 
out of the water as they surged along within a 
few feet of our boats. 

When we arrived at our point of disem- 
barkation, and turned shoreward to run through 
the surf, our strange companions seemed loath 
to leave us, but rolled about in the offing, mak- 
ing their peculiar nasal sounds, and spouting, 
like whales, jets of spray into the air. A land- 
ing was accomplished without shipping much 
water, and we immediately hauled the boats 
across the beach, about three or four hundred 
feet, into a narrow lagoon, the western branch 
of St. Vincent’s Sound. 

Indian Pass was two miles east of our por- 
tage. It is an inlet of the sea, through which 
small vessels pass into St. Vincent’s Sound, 
en route for the town of Apalachicola. Heavy 
seas were, however, breaking upon its bar at 
that time, and it would have been a dangerous 
experiment to have entered it in our small 
boats. Emerging from the lagoon, the broad 
areas of St. Vincent’s Sound and Apalachicola 
Bay met our gaze, while beyond them were 
spread the waters of St. George’s Sound. 

Following the coast on our left, numer- 
ous reefs of large and very fat oysters con- 
tinually obstructed our progress. We gathered 
a bushel with our hands in a very few min- 
utes; but as the wind commenced to blow most 
spitefully, and the heavy forests of palms on 
the low shore offered a pleasant shelter, we 
disembarked about sunset in a magnificent 
grove of palmetto-trees, spending a pleasant 
evening in feasting upon the delicious 
bivalves, roasted and upon the half shell. 

The tempest held us prisoners in this wild 
retreat for two days, and during that time, if 
we had been the possessor of a dog, we might 
have supped and dined upon venison and wild 
turkey. As it was, we were well content to sub- 
sist upon wild ducks and the fine oysters, with 
bread from fresh wheat-flour, baked in our 
Dutch oven, or bake-kettle, and coffee that 
never tastes elsewhere as it does in camp. 

At last the gale went down with the sun, 
and we rowed in the evening thirteen miles up 
the bay to Apalachicola, and went into camp 
upon the sandy beach at the lower end of the 
town. While sleeping soundly in our boats, at 
an early hour the next morning some one came 
“gently tapping at my chamber-door,” or, in 
sea phrase, pounding upon my hatch. I soon 
discovered that my visitor was Captain Daniel 
Fry, United States Inspector of Steamboats. 
His pretty cottage, environed with beds of 
blooming flowers, was perched upon the sandy 
bluff above us. The captain, in a nautical way, 
claimed us as salvage, and we were soon en- 
joying his generous hospitality. In this isolated 
town, once a busy cotton-shipping port, there 
was a population of about one thousand souls, 
among whom, conspicuous for his urbane 
manners and scientific ability, lived Dr. A. W. 
Chapman, the author of the Flora of the South- 
ern United States. 

While at New Orleans I had addressed a 
letter to the postmaster at St. Marks, Florida, 
requesting him to forward my letters to 
Apalachicola, but the request had not been 
noticed. The mystery was, however, explained 
by Lieutenant N., of the Coast Survey schoo- 
ner Silliman, who one day called upon me, and 



said that when he stopped at St. Marks for his 
mail, a few days previous to my arrival at 
Apalachicola, he saw about thirty letters ad- 
dressed to me lying loosely upon the desk of 
the negro postmaster of that marshy settle- 
ment. My letter of instruction had been re- 
ceived, but as the postmaster could not read, 
no notice had been taken of it. The coast sur- 
vey officer had kindly gathered my letters in 
one parcel, and had deposited them for safe- 
keeping with the postmaster’s white clerk. The 
responsible position of postmaster was filled 
by an ignorant colored man, because his poli- 
tics were those of the party then in power. 

Nor was this an exceptional case, many 
such appointments having been made, as an 
inevitable result of a peculiar enfranchisement 
in which there is no restriction, and where li- 
cense stands for liberty. While on my Voyage 
of the Paper Canoe, I met in one county in 
Georgia, through which flows the beautiful 
Altamaha, the colored county treasurer, who 
lived in a little backwoods’ settlement a few 
miles from Darien. He could neither read nor 
write, but his business was managed and the 
county funds handled by a white politician of 
the “reconstructing” element then in power, 
which was sapping the life-blood of the south, 
and bonding every state within its selfish grasp 
by dishonest legislative acts. The poor black 
man was simply a tool for the white charla- 
tan, living in a miserable log cabin, and re- 
ceiving a very small share of the peculations 
of his white clerk. 

We left the kind people of Apalachicola, 
and crossed the bay to St. George’s Sound, 
with a cargo of delicacies, for Captain Fry had 
filled our lockers with various comforts for 
the inner man, while our friend, the cattle- 
owner, whom we had met at Cape San Blas, 
and who had now returned to his home, 
stocked us with delicious oranges from his 
grove on the outskirts of the city. 

Four miles to the east of Cat Point we 
saw the humble homes of Peter Sheepshead 
and Sam Pompano, two fishermen, whose 
uniform success in catching their favorite spe- 
cies of fish had won for them their euphoni- 
ous titles. We camped at night near the mouth 
of Crooked River, which enters the sound op- 
posite Dog Island, having rowed twenty-four 
miles. If we continued along the sound, after 
passing out of its eastern end, we would be 
upon the open sea, and might have difficulty 
in doubling the great South Cape; so we took 
the interior route, ascending Crooked River 
through a low pine savanna country, to the 
Ocklockony River, which is, in fact, a con- 
tinuation of Crooked River. The region about 
Crooked and Ocklockony rivers is destitute of 
the habitation of man. 

About midway between St. George’s 
Sound and the Gulf coast we traversed a vast 
swamp, where the ground was carpeted with 
the dwarf saw palmettos. A fire had killed all 
the large trees, and their blasted, leafless forms 
were covered with the flaunting tresses of 
Spanish moss. The tops of many of these trees 
were crowned by the Osprey’s nest, and the 
birds were sitting on their eggs, or feeding their 
young with fish, which they carried in their 

talons from the sea. So numerous were these 
fish-hawks that we named the blasted swamp 
the Home of the Osprey. We spent one night 
in this swamp serenaded by the deep calls of 
the male alligators, which closely resembled 
the low bellowing of a bull. 

About noon the next day signs of culti- 

vated life appeared, and we passed the houses 
of some settlers, and the saw-mill of a New 
Yorker. At dusk our boats entered a little sound, 
and by nine o’clock in the evening we arrived 
at the Gulf of Mexico, in a region of shoal 
water, much cut up by oyster reefs. The tide 
being very low, the boats were anchored in- 
side of an oyster reef, which afforded protec- 
tion from the inflowing swell of the sea. We 
shaped our course next day for St. Marks, 
along a low, marshy coast, where oyster reefs, 
in shoal water, frequently barred our progress. 
From South Cape to St. Marks the coast, bro- 
ken by the mouths of several creeks and riv- 
ers, trends to the northeast, while for twenty 
miles to the east of the light house, which rises 
conspicuously on the eastern shore of the en- 
trance to St. Marks River, the coast bends to 
the southeast to the latitude of Cedar Keys, 
where it turns abruptly south, and forms one 
side of the peninsula of Florida. 

The great contour of the Gulf of Mexico, 
into which St. Marks River empties, is known 
to geographers as Apalachee Bay. On that part 
of the coast between the St. Marks and 
Suwanee rivers, the bed of the Gulf of Mexico 
slopes so gradually that when seven miles 
away from the land a vessel will be in only 
eighteen feet of water. At this distance from 
the shore is found the continuous coral for- 
mation; but nearer to the coast it is found in 
spots only. 

While traversing this coast from St. 
Marks to Cedar Keys, I observed the peculiar 
features of a long coast-line of salt marshes, 
against which the waves broke gently. With 
the exception of a few places, where the up- 
land penetrated these savannas to the waters 
of the sea, the marshes were soft alluvium, 
covered with tall coarse grasses, the sameness 

of which. was occasionally broken by a ham- 
mock, or low mound of firmer soil, which rose 
like an island out of the level sea of green. 
The hammocks were heavily wooded with the 
evergreen live-oaks, the yellow pine, and the 
palmetto. From half a mile to two miles back 
of the low savannas of the coast, rose, like a 
wall of green, the old forests, grand and sol- 
emn in their primeval character. 

The marshes were much cut up by creeks, 
some of which came from the mainland, but 
most of them had their sources in the savan- 
nas, and served as drains to the territory which 
was frequently submerged by the sea. When 
the southerly winds send towards the land a 
boisterous sea, the long, natural, inclined plane 
of the Gulf bottom seems to act as a pacifier 
to the waves, for they break down as they roll 
over the continually shoaling area in approach- 
ing the marshes; and there is no undertow, or 
any of the peculiar features which make the 
surf on other parts of the coast very danger- 
ous in rough weather. The submarine grass 
growing upon the sandy bottom as far as six 
or eight miles from shore, also helps to smooth 
down the waves. 

When the strong wind blows off the coast 
on to the Gulf, it is known to seamen as a 
“norther,” and so violent are these winds that 
their force, acting on the sea, rapidly dimin- 
ishes its depth within twelve or fifteen miles 
of the marshes. A coasting-vessel drawing five 
feet of water will anchor off Apalachee Bay 
in eight feet of water, at the commencement 
of a “norther,” and in four or five hours, un- 
less the crew put to sea, the vessel will be left 
upon the dry bottom of the Gulf. After the wind 
falls, the water will return, and the equilib- 

rium will be restored. 
We ascended St. Marks River; and passed 

the site of a town which had been washed out 
of existence in the year 1843 by the effects of 
a hurricane on the sea. These hurricanes are in 
season during August and September. The vil- 
lage of St. Marks consisted of about thirty 
houses, the occupants of which, with two or 
three exceptions, were negroes. The land is 
very low, and at times subjected to inunda- 
tion. A railroad terminated here, but the busi- 
ness of the place supported only two trains a 
week, and they ran directly to the capital of 
Florida, the beautiful city of Tallahassee, eigh- 
teen miles distant. 

The negro postmaster courteously pre- 
sented me with my package of letters, and I 
had an opportunity to observe the way in which 
he fulfilled his duties. When the mail arrived, 
it was thrown upon a desk in one corner of a 
small grocery store, and any person desiring 
an epistle went in, and, fumbling over the let- 
ters, took what he claimed as his own. 

The railroad agent, a young northerner, I 
found sleeping soundly in his telegraph office, 
though the noonday sun was pouring in his 
windows. He apologized for being caught nap- 
ping, but declared it was his only amusement 
in that desolate region of damps, and assured 
me a man would deteriorate less rapidly by 
sleeping away his idle hours than by keeping 
awake to what was going on in the neighbor- 
ing hamlet. Besides the United States Signal 
officer, his only intelligent neighbor was a 
brother of the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, who 

had purchased a property, two or three years 
before, in the once flourishing town of New- 
port, a few miles up the river. He spoke feel- 
ingly of the efforts of the Rev. Charles Beecher 
to educate his enfranchised negro neighbors; 
of his inviting them to his house, and laboring 
for the welfare of their souls. All the patient 
and Christian efforts of the philanthropist had 
proved unavailing, and thieving and lying were 
still much in vogue. 

It has been proposed by engineers to con- 
nect all the interior Gulf-coast watercourses 
from the Mississippi River at New Orleans to 
the Suwanee River in Florida. To achieve this 
end it will be necessary to excavate several 
canals at points now used as portages. From 
St. Marks to the Suwanee River there are some 
rivers which might be used in connecting and 
perfecting this great interior water-way. 

I mentioned in my “Voyage of the Paper 
Canoe,” that preliminary surveys, under Gen- 
eral Gilmore, had been made for a continuous 
water way across northern Florida to the At- 
lantic coast, via the Suwanee and St. Mary’s 
rivers. Detailed surveys are now in progress. 
Those interested in this enterprise hope to see 
the produce of the Mississippi valley towed 
in barges through this continuous water-way 
from New Orleans to the Atlantic ports of St. 
Mary’s, Fernandina, Savannah, and Charles- 
ton. The northwestern as well as the southern 
states would derive advantage from this ex- 
tension of the Mississippi system to the At- 
lantic seaboard, and its execution seems to be 
considered by many a duty of the national 
government. 

There has been little written upon the 
water-courses of northwestern Florida, but 
several of the central, southern, and Atlantic 
coast rivers and lakes have been carefully ex- 
plored by Mr. Frederick A. Ober, of Massa- 
chusetts, a young and enthusiastic naturalist. 

(To Be Continued) 
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The Blackburn Challenge 2000...the Wind She Blew 

Variety: Stitch & glue plywood dory, strip built Whitehall, strip built double sea kayak, fiber- 
glass sea kayaks (2), and a Monfort geodesic skiff. 

ROCKPORT 

Tom Mailhot and John Zeigler will be racing 
across the Atlantic in 2001. 

The sea breeze sprang up at our place, 
three miles inland from the Atlantic and 100’ 
above sea level, midday on Friday, July 14, 
and never let up all night long. On Saturday 
morning it was still blowing a steady 18mph, 
no longer what we thought of as a sea breeze 
but an unrelenting onshore wind with which 
the 124 boats entered in the 20 mile Blackburn 
Challenge Race circumnavigating Cape Ann 
on the Massachusetts north shore would have 
to contend. 

It was deceptively calm and mild at the 
launch area on the Annisquam River, and only 
a few ripples disturbed the water at the start. 
All along the northwestern coast on the lee 
side of the Cape the flat water continued to 
mislead the participants. While watching them 
pass by at Lane’s Cove, about five miles along 
the course, I noted on the high ground behind 
me a flag snapping right out straight towards 
Ipswich Bay. It was still blowing around the 
other side of the Cape, the open ocean side. 

The truth was faced when the participants 
rounded Halibut Point and headed southeast 
into the wind across Sandy Bay towards 
Straitsmouth Island. The wind had built up a 
choppy sea of 2’-3’ waves on top of a moder- 
ate swell. It was a tossing and turning sort of 
sea that came onto their beam as they rounded 
the point at Straitsmouth and headed south- 
west along the shore for the Eastern Point 
breakwater and lighthouse about eight miles 
away. This would challenge the rowers and 
paddlers severely to not only make good time 
but also try to hold their headings. 

That 88 of the 109 boats that started (15 
opted out before the race) went all the way 
was testimony to the seriousness with which 
most who enter this major annual event un- 
dertake the challenge. The majority of the 21 
who did drop out did so when they came face 
to face with the wind at Sandy Bay, where they 
could turn off the wind and run into Rockport’s 
sheltered harbor. Others persevered, one 
outrigger capsized but the crew re-entered and 
carried on. A recreational shell rower was over- 
taken by race organizer (and participant) Tom 
Mailhot, plugging along semi-submerged, his 
shell full of water, unwilling to drop out. He 
was persuaded to head to the nearby shore 
before he sank. And an unfortunate kayaker 
who capsized was the object of a rescue by 
local Coast Guard and Gloucester Harbor Po- 
lice boats. The organizers had eight picket 
boats patrolling the course, but they couldn’t 
be everywhere at once. 

After viewing the easy procession along 
the Ipswich Bay shore I decided I should go 
across to the Eastern Point breakwater, a half 
mile long granite barrier which protects the 
historic fishing port of Gloucester from 
noreasters, where I could view just how chal- 
lenging conditions were and how the partici- 
pants were dealing with them. Just sitting out 
there in the unrelenting wind with the spray 
flying off the waves crashing on the granite 
was tiring as I awaited the leaders. 

As on the first part of the course it was 
Dana Gaines and Joe Holland who first ap- 
peared handling their long Kingfisher double 
sliding seat racing shell with great skill so as 
to not only maintain their high rate of speed 
as the boat lifted, surfed and fell in the lumpy 
seas but also keep it pointed where they 



wished to go. While the next boat, the 
Manu’iwa Masters outrigger canoe finished 
about nine minutes behind Gaines and Hol- 
land on overall time, they had started much 
later, so it was a long wait. Will there be more, 
I got to wondering? 

Eventually they began to appear, and it 
was obvious that the six person outrigger ca- 
noes were in their element, with ultimately six 
of them placing in the top ten overall. Prob- 
ably those who race these canoes in the really 
big seas between the Hawaiian Islands would 
be unimpressed with our lumpy little ocean 
on this morning, but it appeared that our local 
east coast paddlers were taking things seri- 
ously. 

When Ken Parker, Gina Lampassi and 
Shelagh Donohue, in their banana yellow triple 
dory, came by it was obvious that they were 
taking it seriously, Gina had become violently 
seasick and for awhile had been unable to pull 
her oars. That they still placed 11th overall was 
quite an achievement. Paul Neil, winning solo 
oar-on-gunwale races everywhere this year in 
his Kaulback Adirondack Guideboat, was busy 
looking, yet somehow calm and collected, 
while Joe Glickman in his Mako surf ski and 
Larry Thomas in his Wave Excel racing kayak, 
just sort of knifed through the lumpy seas 
seemingly unconcerned. They probably were 
not as easy about it as they appeared, but were 
not experiencing the tossing and turning the 
larger boats were. 

Despite the challenging conditions, the 
worries of the organizers about the potential 
of serious danger for those taking part were 
finally dispelled late afternoon when all had 
been accounted for. Those who Lsaw coming 
ashore at the finish were soaking wet but 
elated, it had been quite an adventure for them 
to go the distance, a Blackburn that will not 
soon be forgotten. 

This 25’ Guillemot Fast Touring Double was 
paddled to 8th fastest time by Tim Dwyer and 
Glenn Baller. 

Joe Glickmans’ Mako surf ski was the first solo 
finisher in 5th overall. 

Angela Morrissy and Julie Geary went all the 
way in their Banks dory. 

Patrice Roux brought his unique sliding seat 
racing single over from France. 

Ted Van Dusen’s Zephyr touring sliding seat 
single. 

Top 10 Finishers, Classes (Entrants), Boats 
Joe Holland & Dana Gaines, Sliding Seat Racing Double (1), Kingfisher 
Manu’iwa Masters, Outrigger Canoe Multi (14), Force 5 
Northeast Outrigger, Outrigger Canoe Multi (14), Force 5 
New York Outriggers, Outrigger Canoe Multi (14), Unlisted 
Joe Glickman, Surf Ski Men (7), Mako 

Michael Hartnett & Crew, Outrigger Canoe Multi (14), Unlisted 
Larry Thomas, Kayak Racing Single Men (4), WaveExcel 
Timothy Dwyer & Glen Baller, Kayak Touring Double (8), Guillemot Fast Dble 
Jim Hall & Crew, Outrigger Canoe Multi (14), Force 5 
New England Outrigger #2, Outrigger Canoe Multi (14), Kaniela W G2 Oo Ko Lo WW OW DO tO BWWNNHEOOUARK YUN fer fORAS 
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Other Class Winners (In Order of Winning Times) 
Multi w/o Cox (1), Ken Parker, Gina Lampassi, Shelagh Donohue, Decked Dory 
Sliding Seat Racing Single Men (5), Patrice Rioux, Unlisted 
Kayak Touring Single Men (41), Dan McCraine, Eddyline Falcon 
Sliding Seat Racing Single Women (1), Kinley Gregg, Maas 24 3 
Sliding Seat Touring Single Men (7), Ted Van Dusen, Zephyr 3:58 
Fixed Seat Single (10), Paul Neil, Kaulback Adirondack Guideboat 4:02 

Fixed Seat Double (5), Tom Mailhot & John Zeigler, Whitehall 4:05 
Kayak Touring Single Women (5), Sarah Evertaon, Surge 4:17: 
Banks Dory Doubles Men (6), Fenton Cunningham & Russell Atkinson 4:4] 
Banks Dory Doubles Women (2), Angela Morrisey & Julie Geary 6:27 

6:38 Open (2), John Lucide, Wherry 
Banks Dory Singles (2), No Finishers 
Sliding Seat Touring Doubles (2), No Finishers 
Outrigger Single (1), No Finishers 
Kayak Racing Singles Women, No Entrants 
Multi w/Cox, No Entrants 
Surf Skis Women, No Entrants 

Entries 124 - Starters 109 - Dropouts 21 - Finishers 88 



Almost Home After 10 Miles 
I photographed the first dozen boats as they came by thi 

miles of rough open water going. Due to the staggered star 
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Dana Gaines & Joe Holland, Kingfisher Sliding Seat Racing Double - 2:47:57 

Timothy Dwyer & Glen Baller, Guillemot Fast Touring Double Kayak - 3:32:50 Ken Parker, Gina Lampassi, Shelagh Donoh 

Kinley Gregg, Maas 24 Sliding Seat Racing Single - 3:51:54 Ted Van Dusen, Zephyr, Sliding Seat Tourin 
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tough Open Ocean Rowing 
n Point breakwater with two miles to go after nearly ten 
isses, they were not all amongst the fastest ten overall. 

emanate RE — eee PRs, cases “ 

Silver Barracudas, Force 5 Outrigger Oanoe - 3:04:01 

votes 

- Larry Thomas, Wav eExcel Kayak Racing Single - 3:24:36 

Patrice Rioux, Sliding Seat Racing Single Men - 3:50:41 

e258: 13 Paul Neil, Kaulback Adirondack Guideboat Fixed Seat Single - 4:02:31 
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H. Castonguay’s knockabout. 

Off to Hyannis from my Chatham shop. 

Paul Henson’s knockabout. 

Adventures in a Cape 
Cod Knockabout 

By E. A. Tucker 

The knockabout was first built by the 
Cape Cod Shipbuilding Company of 
Wareham, Massachusetts. She was built of ce- 
dar on oak frames with galvanized nail fas- 
tenings. She was 18’ long with about a 6’ beam, 
sloop rigged. 

I was first introduced to the type when 
two men asked me to build a couple for them 
out of mahogany, with Everdure screw fasten- 
ings, that they could finish themselves. I didn’t 
have a shop at that time so I asked my aunt if 
I could use her garage. She said it was all right 
if it was big enough. I took the lines off an old 
knockabout that was given me for that pur- 
pose, and built a form to build a boat on. This 
was set up inside the garage and work pro- 
ceeded. 

The two men were Harold Castonguay 
and Dr. Paul Henson, who were beginning to 
form the Hyannis Yacht Club with Ireton 
Bradshaw, Harold Andrews, Howard 
Marshall, Henry Murphy, Bill Hickey and their 
families. Harold took his boat home and fin- 
ished her himself while Dr. Henson hired an 
old caulker to do his. They both did excellent 
work. 

The first race began with me splicing the 
jib stay as we headed for the starting line. We 
didn’t do too well so I asked my uncle Joe 
why we didn’t go well to windward and he 
told me to try putting the centerboard down 
further: I did and the next race we won by a 
long ways. 

Harold Andrews tried to improve his boat 
by sanding down the hull until it was only a 
half an inch thick. He raised the mast and short- 
ened the boom but he didn’t improve her much. 
He could beat the other knockabouts but he 
still couldn’t touch us. The only thing that 
could really improve a knockabout was the 
removal of ballast. They carried three hundred ~ 
pounds of ballast, all inside. 

One day I was racing a knockabout on 
Pleasant Bay. There were two Lightnings that 
started five minutes ahead of us. I had taken 
almost all my ballast out because of the light 
air and I finished between the two Lightnings. 
I never tried removing ballast in a breeze, but 
with a reef it in might have been a good thing. 
We ought to have tried various amounts of 
ballast to see what was best. 

There was a hurricane about the end of 
the season and the boat that I was sailing 
washed ashore and somebody backed down 
with a truck and stole her. I built five more of 
them and the one I built for an owner in 
Chatham turned out to be the fastest one of 
all. 

One day the whole fleet of knockabouts 
sailed from the Hyannis Yacht Club over to 
Edgartown on Martha’s Vineyard for the an- 
nual races that they held. There were all kinds 
of boats there from knockabouts to thirty foot 
sloops and yawls. The big boats were to race 
around the island while the knockabouts were 
racing in the bay. There were boats from sev- 
eral yacht clubs on the Cape so there was quite 
a bunch to race. There were so many boats 
that they raced in two groups. I don’t remem- 



ber how we finished but it was somewhere up 
front. 

After the race we gathered on board Ross 
Barrett’s old thirty foot sloop to have a round 
of drinks before we went ashore to a restau- 
rant for supper. Harold Andrews came along 
side in a dinghy and came aboard. He was all 
dressed up in a sport jacket and white shirt 
and pants and talking a mile a minute. I think 
he had a few drinks before he came aboard. 
At any rate he jumped in his dinghy to go 
ashore without looking, but someone had 
moved her ahead and Harold landed in the 
water. He went all under. He came up sputter- 
ing and cussing and wanted to know who had 
moved his dinghy. We couldn’t help laughing 
at his situation as we dragged him aboard, gave 
him a drink, and sent him back to his boat to 
change his clothes. 

After we all. had supper in a restaurant 
we all went aboard our boats and sailed home 
to Hyannis, arriving there after dark. But we 
all made it and a good time was had by all, 
especially on Ross’s sloop. 

We finished the season winning every 
race and when the club held the end of the 
season banquet, Harold was presented with a 
prize for winning first place for the season, 
and I was introduced as not only his crew but 
the builder of the boat. This ended the season 
and Harold sold his knockabout and bought a 
Wianno Senior and raced it one year before 
the war broke out and I was called into the 
service. So ends my knockabout experiences. 

Donate Your Project Boat KITTERY POINT TENDER 
Get Full Tax Value 

Will accept any stage of 
completion 
Will pick up 

Cruising Ministries, Inc. 
6110 Florida Ave. 

New Port Richey, FL 34653 

(727) 849-3766 
email: graced @ gte.net 

New from Compass Classic Yachts 

14’ CLASSIC CAT 

Good looks 
Easy handling ¢ 

Speed ¢ 
Versatility ¢ 

Forgiveness 
LOA 14’ 
Beam 7° ¢ 

Draft 10” « 

AN & 

Interested in traditional small boats? 

JOIN TSCA! 
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES: 
¢ ASUBSCRIPTION TO THE ASH BREEZE 
¢ MEMBERS’ DISCOUNT BOOK SERVICE 
¢ INSURED SMALL CRAFT EVENTS 

The Traditional Small Craft Association is a non- 
profit tax-exempt educational organization which 
seeks to preserve and encourage the design, construc- 
tion, and use of traditional smali craft. Annual dues 
$15 (tax deductible). 

Write to: The Secretary 
The Traditional Small Craft Association 

P.O. Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355 

Charlotte, VT 
05445 
802 425-3926 

Fast. 
Light. 
SS 

dirondack- ides boat. com & 

; 

{ 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Compass Classic Yachts, Inc. 

Box 143, South Orleans, MA 02662 

10’ x 48” Handlaid Fiberglass Hull 
Traditional looking Yacht Tender 
Specially Designed for Ease of 

Rowing and Minimum Drag When 
Towing 

Two Rowing Stations 
Row & Sail Models ¢ Seats 

* Cockpit room 
* Comfort 
* Stability 
* Low maintenance 
¢ Affordable price 
* SA 130 sq. ft. 
* Displacement 600# 

¢ MAINE BOATS 

Gooch’s Beach, P.O. Box 631 

Kennebunkport, ME 04046 

(207) 967-4461 
Shop 80 Rayber Rd., Orleans, MA 

(508) 255-5187, (508) 240-1032 

Design and Build Your Own Boat 
.. By Computer! 

Create and fair full 3D hull shapes interactively 
Use state-of-the-art surface modeling techniques 
Any hull shape allowed - round or chine hull 
No lines drawing experience required 
Eliminate lofting by hand 
Plot lines drawing automatically 
Plot full-size frame and plate shapes 
30+ calculated values - disp, LCB, stability 
Stretch, shrink, or modify existing hull shapes 
Low cost professional software: JUST $395. 
Call, write, or fax for our free literature 

60 knot.commuter 

New Wave Systems, Inc. 
79 Narragansett Ave., Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835 

Tel: (401) 423-1852 Fax: (401) 423-1810 

My Best Seller_ 

. My 15 foot Ultra Dory builds in 30 to 40 hours 
Priced from $569 for wood kit to $965 for complete kit 

Highest quality materials and workmanship 
We guarantee your success! 

Visa & MasterCard 

21 Palfrey Lane 
Glasgow, VA 24555 

www.upperdeckboats.com 
Call Andy Wolfe * 540-464-5018 



Ten Years of Micro 

Maintenance 

By George Fulk 

Ten years and six months ago I launched 
Frogger, a Micro designed by Phil Bolger. If 
only I knew then what I know now. I thought 
I'd collect my thoughts about what I have 
learned about maintenance of a wooden boat, 
in hopes that it may be of use to someone build- 
ing their first boat. 

The Micro is a wonderful design. She is 
a 15’4’x 6’ cat/yawl with full-length keel con- 
taining 400|bs of lead ballast. Total weight is 
about 1,000Ibs. She draws only 2.5’ of water. 
The cabin has sitting head room and plenty of 
air circulation but is totally water tight. The 
cockpit is self-bailing and seats four comfort- 
ably. This boat can be easily trailered and 
makes a great pocket cruiser. We have had a 
lot of fun with this boat. 

Frogger took me about two years to 
build, since I was able to squeeze in only a 
couple of hours of boat building time during a 
typical week. Some months went by without 
any progress at all. When I got close to the 
end, I became so anxious to get her on the 
water I actually launched her with many things 
still unfinished. I spent another four months 
after the official launch, finishing various de- 
tails. 

The only major deviations from the 
Bolger’s plan was my use of 3/8” ply instead 
of 1/4” and a solid wood keel instead of a hol- 
low, plywood keel. The lead ballast fits into a 
notch in the keel which is attached to cross 
members with 1/2” stainless bolts. The keel 
has worked out really well. It was built of 
Douglas fir 4” x 12” header material planed 
down to 3” thickness. When the boat is on the 
trailer, the keel dries out and cracks, but swells 
up again when left in the water. I have plenty 
of Sikaflex around the keel bolts and the boat 
has never leaked. 

The major maintenance problems have 
been rot where rain water collects, especially 
around the mast partner. The boat spends most 
of its time at a dock in the hot Oklahoma sun. 
The sun peels the paint, exposing the wood to 
rain. Once I had to remove half of the bow 
transom, which was rotting away, with a 
Sawzall. I felt like a Civil War surgeon. How- 
ever, it was easy enough to rebuild it. One thing 
nice about a wooden boat, you can always fix 
it. 

The fore and aft compartments are 
free-flooding. I should have sheathed the bot- 
tom and sides of those compartments with fi- 
berglass set in epoxy, but got too anxious for 
the quick launch and just painted those areas. 
Subsequently I have spent a lot of time remov- 
ing that paint and applying epoxy to the bare 
wood. So far that has prevented any rot, but 
those are potential trouble spots. 

Originally I had her topsides painted grey. 
That was a big mistake. The deck would get 
so hot, you could not walk on it with bare feet. 
The paint began to peel in just a couple of 
months. Covering the grey with two coats of 
white helped, but the paint peeling problem 
was solved only after stripping all the paint 
off and covering the cabin top and cockpit with 
fiberglass embedded in epoxy. The two-part 



water-based epoxy paint by System Three over 
the fiberglass has worked out well. That paint 
has not peeled, but it does require renewal 
every third year. 

The bottom and sides were sheathed with 
fiberglass and epoxy before launching. Regu- 
lar green, oil-based house paint over Kilz 
primer has worked out very well. I repainted 
the sides only once in 10 years. 

My brother, an experienced boat builder, 
suggested I make the rudder post out of stain- 
less steel. Again anxious to get the thing fin- 
ished, I opted for a wooden rudder post as 
specified in the design. That rudder post lasted 
10 years. This summer it cracked while I was 

You know I told you that I couldn’t get a 
cut-off switch for the Evinrude four-stroke fif- 
teen that would stay working for any length 
of time. I was going to make one because I 
believe that it is possible for a common Ameri- 
can working man to make something like that 
that will work but one day while I was scav- 
enging down at the dumpster, I found an al- 
most whole outboard motor. [ think it might 
have been a Tohatsu or a Suzuki but it was 
hard to tell because it looked like it had hopped 
off of some fast moving vehicle and tumbled 
about half a mile down the highway. 

While I was marveling at all that 
destruction, I noticed what looked like an un- 
damaged cut-off switch dangling by two wires 
so I cut it off (is that a pun?) and took it to the 
shop. I know Mr. Ole is squirming down un- 
der the frozen soil of Wisconsin at this but I 
have had a lot of experience with Japanese 
outboard motors and the cutoff switches gen- 
erally hold up much better than those sixty 
buck jobs that have been on this Evinrude so I 
took mine out of the handle intending to see 
what I had to do to get the Japanese switch to 
fit in that American hole. 

When I got it out (Lam getting good 
at it) I hooked up my ohmmeter to the two 
little wires coming out of its tail again and 
worked the button five or six times to see if it 
really didn’t do anything and it didn’t. Then 
somehow, the devil took control of me and I 
grabbed that offending switch by its tail and 
beat it sixty six times on the cast iron outfeed 
table of my big diesel driven sawmill planer 

out in a big wind with five people aboard. The 
rudder post had become rotten at the water line. 
I just finished rebuilding the rudder and re- 
placing the wooden rudder post with one made 
from a 1.5” schedule 80 stainless steel pipe. 
It’s good to have a strong rudder I can depend 
upon. 

Algae build-up is a big problem in the 
lake where I dock the boat. I painted the bot- 
tom and sides below the water line with a 
copper-based, ablative paint by Gloucester. It 
requires renewal every year, which is a nasty 
job lasting four hours on a Saturday and four 
more on a Sunday. However this paint really 
does reduce the algae build-up. What algae 

Outboards DO 
Have Personalities 

By Robb White 

like I was trying to kill a rat. You got it, been 
working ever since. 

I was taught in science class not to an- 
thropomorphize and give things like switches 
personalities and animals’ emotions. I did my 
obligatory lip service and said, “I know that’s 
right,” when actually I knew better. I mean, 
just because a man is certified by the state don’t 
mean he knows everything... shoot, all you 
have to do to raise a little doubt is to think 
about who did the certifying. I hate to get off 
on another subject right in the middle of this 
but, you know it takes a special sort of person 
to stand up in front of a bunch of people and 
explain things as if he is positive that he is the 
only one in the room with any sense. 

Machines do have personalities and ani- 
mals do have emotions. A stepped in yellow 
jacket nest is pretty good proof of that last thing 
and I offer this to prove the first: I had a Scott 
Atwater one time that was a diabolical genius 
at cat and mouse games. It would start on the 
first pull, cold or hot, anytime it was within 
sight of the boat ramp but when you were ten 
miles back in the wilderness or a tiny speck 
way out on the flats, it would only start after 
you had pulled the flywheel off the crankshaft 
and wiggled, wiped and filed everything un- 

THERE’S ONLY ONE 
STRING TO PULL. 
When you consider the stability, ease of handling, and 
sail trimming, there’s nothing easier to sail than a 
Marshall Catboat. 

Daysail, race or cruise, the bottom line 
is this: 29 years and 1,400 common 
sense boats go into each and 
every rugged Marshall built. 

For more about our boat 
building philosophy, write or 
call for our fully illustrated 
catalog. 

www.marshallcat.com 

does collect is easily removed at the car wash. 
I suspect using Micron by Interlux as a bot- 
tom paint would have saved me a lot of work. 

I built two racks out of wood, one to hold 
the gas tank and the other for the port-a-potty. 
They were bolted to the bottom in the 
aft-compartment, exposed to sun and rain. I 
rebuilt them three times, but will not do so 
again. Now they are built from galvanized steel 
girders, available at the local lumber yard. 

The bottom line is this: Cover all wooden 
surfaces with fiberglass and epoxy then keep 
them well painted. That way you can spend 
more time on the water having fun and less 
time in drydock. 

der there and dropped the Woodruff key in the 
bilges under the floorboards. If you left off 
that last step.... if the Woodruff key stayed in 
the groove, you would have to pull the fly- 
wheel again.... there are some women just like 
that. 

I hated that motor and it hated me. One 
time I was out there about eleven miles away 
from everything and I had caught a huge cobio 
(which took all afternoon and is another story 
but not now). After I got the fish cut up into 
pieces small enough to go in the ice box and 
pulled the rope to crank up, naturally the 
damned Scott Atwater (the Scott 
“Afraidawater” 14 had a pressurized remote 
gas tank shaped like a lozenge) didn’t do any- 
thing but dribble a little gas out of the carbu- 
retor. I sat down on the seat and explained how 
I felt to the engine. I told it that dark was com- 
ing soon and I was ready to go home. 

It just sat there smugly and stank but I 
knew it was listening to me. I looked over at 
my oars under the seats on the port side to 
make sure both oarlocks were still dangling 
and I put one hand on the rope and the other 
on the first clamp screw and said “I am fixing 
to head for the hill, you want to go with me!” 
That Evinrude switch was made in Mexico but 
even though I know a little shrimp boat Span- 
ish, I don’t have to say a word. All it takes is a 
glance. That pindejo knows what I'll do. 

Epilog: I still have that lozenge shape gas 
tank. With that pressure pump, it is handy for 
dispensing lacquer thinner...ain’t ever give me 
a bit of trouble. 
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Bruce Given’s AF4Breve. 
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Greg Rinaca’s Jonsboat. 

Chuck Leinweber’s Jonsboat 

More New Boats 

By Jim Michalak 

Here are two new small power designs 
that have made it through the prototype stage 
into my $1 brochure which now has over 
twenty designs. These two have traditional 
character but use modern jigless plywood con- 
struction. 

AF4Breve 
You might recali my AF4 design, a simple 

18° flat bottomed camping cuddy power skiff 
that I built for myself a couple of years ago. I 
got a letter from Bruce Given of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, about that one. He liked it but 
an 18’ boat would not fit in his shop! So we 
scrunched AF4 down to 15-1/2’ long while 
keeping the beam at 5’ and the cabin depth at 
3-1/2’. Now the cabin is 7’ long instead of 8’, 
the cockpit is 5’ long instead of 6’, and the 
motor well is 6” shorter. Often shortening a 
design like this doesn’t work well visually, but 
the photo of Bruce’s AF4Breve prototype look 
very nice to my eye. 

It can sometimes be possible to shorten 
or stretch even a jigless design by altering all 
of the length dimensions by the desired per- 
centage, especially for a flat bottomed design 
where the bottom is fitted like a pie crust. The 
original bevels won’t be correct. And on 
multichine hulls, where all of the panels in- 
cluding bottom and bilges are cut to predefined 
shapes, it may not work well at all. Anyway, 
for AF4Breve I made up a complete new set 
of drawings. Two additional changes made 
from my AF4 experiences were a slightly 
thicker bottom to reduce bottom flexing in 
choppy water, and a raised bottom to the bow 
anchor well. Now it is easier to reach to the 
bottom of the well. The volume under the well 
became part of the cabin. 

I’m still suggesting a 1Ohp motor maxi- 
mum for the boat, although I’m a chicken 
about such things. The 18’ AF4 goes 17mph 
with a 45 year old Johnson 10 and a solo skip- 
per, about 550lbs total. I had it out recently 
with myself and two large men and I think the 
loaded weight was around 1,000 pounds. She 
still planed but not happily as she does when 
solo. Bruce uses a new Shp 4-cycle engine, I 
believe. Im not sure if he can plane with that 
but his miles per gallon will be far beyond that 
of my rig. 

AF4Breve uses simple nail and glue 
construction with four sheets of 1/4” plywood 
and four sheets of 1/2” plywood. Plans are $30. 

Jonsboat 
Jonsboat is just a jonboat. But where I 

live that says a lot because most of the boats 
around here are jonboats and for a good rea- 
son. These things will float on dew if the mo- 
tor is up. This one shows 640lbs displacement 
with only 3” of draft. That should float the 
hull and a small motor and two men. The shape 
of the hull encourages fast speeds in smooth 
water and I'd say this one will plane with 10hp 
at that weight, although “planing” is often in 
the eye of the beholder. I'd use a 9.9hp motor 
on one of these myself to allow use on the 
many beautiful small lakes we have here that 
are wisely limited to 10hp. The prototype was 
built by Greg Rinaca of Coldspring, Texas. 



[ usually study the shapes of commercial 
welded aluminum jonboats. It’s surprising to 
see the little touches the builders have worked 
into such a simple idea. I guess they make these 
things by the thousands and it is worthwhile 
to study the details. Jonsboat is a plywood copy 
of an aluminum boat I saw turned upside down 
for the winter. What struck me about that hull 
was that its bottom was constant width from 
stem to stern even though the sides had flare 
and curvature. When I got home I figured out 
they did it and copied it. I don’t know if it 
gives a superior shape in any way but the bot- 
tom of this boat is planked with two constant 
width sheets of plywood. 

Another Jonsboat was finished about the 
same time by Chuck Leinweber of Harper, 
Texas. In the photo of Chuck’s boat you can 
see the wide open center that I prefer in my 
own personal boats. To keep the wide open 
boat structurally stiff I boxed in the bow, used 
a wide rigid wale, and braced the aft corners. 

Greg Rinaca eventually put a new 18hp 
Nissan two-cycle engine on his boat. The in- 
stallation presented a few interesting thoughts. 
First, I think the Coast Guard would suggest a 
limit of about 25hp on a hull like this, the main 
factors being the length, width, flat bottom, 
and steering location.Greg reported no prob- 
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New 15’ Ballast Keel 
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16-"’ B.K. 
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FERNALD’S MARINE 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 

(978) 465-0312 

Decorative Fire 
Extinguishers 

Add a touch of class to your classic boat 
| (or home) with a chrome or brass finish 

fire extinguisher. An attractive and durable 
coating withstands the marine environ- 
ment. ABC type, UL listed and USCG ap- 
proved for marine use. : 

2-1/2Ib. Brass finish $67.00 ea. 
5lb Brass finish $79.95 ea. 

2-1/2lb Chrome finish $65.50 ea. 
5lb Chrome finish $75.50 ea. 

Shipping included! 

Buy one at the regular price, save $10 on 
the second one. 

Send check or money order to: 

Lowell Boats 
107-D Creek Ridge Rd. Greensboro, NC 

27406 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

For faster service, order on-line at 
www.Lowell.to/boats 

lems with 18hp and a top speed of 26mph. 
Second, if you look closely at the tran- 

som of Greg’s boat, you will see that he has 
built up the transom in the motor mount area 
about 2”. When I designed Jonsboat I really 
didn’t know much about motors except that 
there were short and long shaft motors. I 
thought the short ones needed 15” of transom 
depth and didn’t really know about the long 
shafts. Jonsboat has a natural depth of about 
17” so I left the transom on the drawing at 17” 
and did some hand waving in the drawing 
notes about cutting down or building up the 
transom to match the requirements of each 
motor. 

I think the upshot of it all is that short 
shaft motors need 15” from transom top to hull 
bottom and long shaft motors need 20”. There 
was a lot of discussion about where the cavi- 
tation plate, which is the small flat plate right 
above the propellor, should fall with respect 
to the hull. I asked some expert mechanics at 
a local boat dealer and they all swore on a stack 
of tech manuals that a high powered boat will 
not steer safely if the cavitation plate is below 
the bottom of the hull, the correct location 
being about 1/2” to 1” above the bottom. But 
Greg had the Nissan manual and it said the 
correct position is about 1” below the bottom. 

KLEPPER 
FOLDING KAYAKS 
Factory Authorized & Factory Direct 

Largest Selection in the Whole USA 

Buy Direct and Save 
Toll Free: 888-692-8092 
www.klepperwest.com 

Klepper West 
6155 Mt. Aukum Rd. 
Somerset, CA 95684-0130 

Wing Systems 
Touring Shell 

The 1 Boat Fleet 

A breakthrough in performance, ver- 
satility, safety and value. Wing’s Tour- 
ing Shell converts in minutes from 
aingle or double rowing shell into a 
single or double touring kayak. Easy 
enough for a child to handle, fast on 
smooth water, safe in open water. 
Cartop it anywhere. Touring Shell 
with one Plantedosi RoWing - $2,035, 
Touring Shell as single kayak - 
$1,675. Order directly for free ship- 
ping. Or call for more information and 
dealers. 

Wing Systems 
P.O. Box 568, Dept. 2A3 
Oyster Bay, NY 11711 

For Orders: (516) 922-2656 Collect 

Kilburn Adams has a new Yamaha and its 
manual says the same thing. So I guess small 
motors are different from big ones in that re- 
spect. 

But it seems to be not all that critical, at 
least not for the small motors. Greg ran his 
Jonsboat with the 18hp Nissan with the origi- 
nal 17” transom for a while and measured the 
top speed as 26 mph. Then he raised the tran- 
som over 2” and got the same top speed! 

There is nothing to building Jonsboat. 
There are five sheets of plywood and I’m sug- 
gesting 1/2” for the bottom and 1/4” for ev- 
erything else. It’s all stuck together with glue 
and nails using no lofting or jigs. | always sug- 
gest glassing the chines for abrasion resistance 
but ve never glassed more than that on my 
own boats and haven’t regretted it. The cost, 
mess, and added labor of glassing the hull that 
is out of the water is enormous, alhough coat- 
ing with both fiberglass cloth and epoxy usu- 
ally eliminates checking of the plywood. My 
pocketbook and patience won’t stand it. 
Glassing the chines is a bit different because 
it won’t show and fussy finishing is not re- 
quired. 

Plans for Jonsboat are $25. 
Jim Michalak, 118 E. Randall, Lebanon, 

IL 62254, www.apci.net. /~michalak 
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EASTERN 18 COMMERCIAL OB 
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THULE RACKS 

ROWING INSTRUCTION 
55 Spicer Ave., Noank, CT 06340 
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The Picnic Cat 
by Com-Pac Yachts 

14’ length overall 
66” beam 

S draft: 6” board up 
32” board down 

Displacement 500 Ibs. 
109 sq ft sail area 

COMPAC 
16’-19'-23' 
SUNFISH - ZUMA 

FERNALD’S MARINE 
On the River Parker 

Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 
(978) 465-0312 e 
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on Design 

Design #599 
Auray Punt Update 

In Messing About of February 1, 1993, 
we published the plans of the Auray Punt de- 
scribed by Claude Worth in his 1910 book 
Yacht Cruising. The boat was 99” !ong by 
4°9” breadth at the gunwale. Worth saw sev- 
eral of them while cruising on the south coast 
of Brittany (Bretagne in French). They were 
carried and towed as tenders to the local fish- 
ing luggers of the small port of Auray, and 
Worth commented on their many good quali- 
ties, “For steadiness, carrying capacity, land- 
ing on the beach, or dragging over mud, they 
would be difficult to improve on. Any ama- 
teur carpenter could build one.... We saw one 
of these punts being towed in a fresh breeze, 
it seemed to be skimming along the top of the 
water like a hydroplane. The long bow is said 
to improve their towing qualities and to keep 
them dry in rowing to windward.” 

We smoothed up Worth’s rough drawing 
and adapted the construction for taped-seam 
plywood, keeping it as light as could be ex- 
pected to stand hard use. Dynamite Payson 
made one of his pretty models to test the ac- 
curacy of the panel expansions for prefabri- 
cation. 

Since then several of them have been 
built and behave very well. The one in the 
grass, with the decked-in bow, was built by 
Larry Sedgewick in Wisconsin (he also built 
and cruises a very yachty Champlain canal 
cruiser, and the only example of our House 
Mouse pocket cruiser, both designs commis- 
sioned by him). The deck was primarily for 
the convenience of a lady handicapped by MS, 
who can sit on it and rotate into the boat, but it 
also mitigates a weakness of these proportions, 
which is that if you try to get out of the boat 
over the bow while it’s afloat and has no 
weight aft, you can easily put the thin snout 
underwater and swamp the boat. 

The other two shown were built by Hans 
Waecker of Cliff Island, Maine, one for a Nova 
Scotia customer, the other shipped in kit form 
and assembled in Panama, both reported as 
giving very good service. 

Plans for the Auray Punt, Design #599, 
are available for $35 ppd. to build one boat 
from Phil Bolger & Friends, Inc., 66 Atlantic 
St., Gloucester, MA 01930-1627. 



Reading “Sailing on the Cheap”, by 
Charles Mantis, I was surprised to learn that 
Phil Bolger, “disparages a split-lug”. To him 
it seems that the split-lug solution was de- 
signed in an office. An office maybe, but cer- 
tainly not in a present day office, as Chapman 
already uses it to rig his Finnish Archipelago 
fleet. Although Nathaniel Herreshoff actually 
used a lug mainsail (standing lug), I have seen 
pictures of it (and I was surprised), on one of 
his racing designs, to my knowledge he used 
it only once. The people who sailed those gor- 
geous but huge yachts, certainly would have 
felt at home in any office, complete with of- 
fice mind, I am speaking of the owners and 
their cronies, not the crew, but as the experi- 
ment was not repeated, I suppose the message 
fell on deaf ears and blind minds. 

In 1937, Colonel Koolhaas, old seadog, 
square-rigger captain, and instructor for sea- 
manship for the Dutch Navy’s naval officers 
school, told us that “nobody today knows how 
to handle or understands the the square-sail or 
the lug-sail”. Even the most fertile imagina- 
tion, in an ultrasupreme effort, could not have 
conjured up the image of this man having an 
“office mind”. He was an absolutely practi- 
cal, hands-on seaman, as no-nonsense as they 
come, and afraid of neither God nor devil (or 
the admiral himself). But it was for the very 
reason “they don’t know how to handle it’, 
that he chose the split-lug for the navy’s 
life-boats. And in my opinion, I think that 
Chapman chose it for the Finnish Archipelago 
Fleet for the identical reason. 

There is something in our west-Eurpean/ 
white American mental makeup that balks at 
the handling of the lug. I am*reminded of 
Magellan’s story that certain islanders actu- 
ally “could not see his ship”. We are accus- 
tomed to believe that what we see is objec- 
tively what is there. Just listen to eyewitnesses 
in a court case. Their stories do not agree, and 
if you were there yourself, you find yourselves 
disagreeing with all of them. You see what 
your mind tells you what you see. If your mind 
has no reference, it cannot explain it, and you 
do not see it. 

This was the case when I was first an- 
chored in Alexandria, during WWII, and 
looked at all those harborcraft around me, all 
under sail, no motors, and all tacking back and 
forth with their Arabian lugs. I was most in- 
terested to learn how they did it, but, no mat- 
ter how long I looked, and although they per- 
formed right in front of my very nose, I could 
not see it! Shades of Magellan and his invis- 
ible ship. 

Finally I sat down and tried to make sense 
out of what I was observing. This led to me 
mentally concluding as to what most likely 
was going on. After some more observation, 
which seemed to bear out my mental rumina- 
tions, I chartered one of these craft, My hands- 
on experience proved me right, single-handing 
a thirty footer and putting it thru every pos- 
sible maneuver, was a blast, or rather a breeze. 
I found the boat most responsive, the rig highly 
efficient, and the combination an utter delight. 

By the time this took place, I had already 
handled the split-lug on several types of ves- 
sels and in various combinations. But handling 
the split-lug had given me absolutely no clue 
as to how to handle the lug which was then 
(twenties, early thirties) still being used on 
commercial small craft, but fast disappearing. 

Far from looking for the origins of the 
lug-sail in northwestern Europe, its origin is 

DreamBoats 
The Splendly Simple & 
Versatile (and very much 
misunderstood) Split-Lug 

much more likely have been in the Mideast, 
the East, and the Pacific. There the way the 
lug should be handled when tacking is obvi- 
ously common knowledge on a multitude of 
sail and boat types, it is an eastern, not a west- 
ern, mindset. It probably came to northwest- 
ern Europe during the crusades. The partici- 
pation of people from the Dutch archipelago, 
the province of Zeeland, has been documented. 
It is interesting to note that the shape of some 
of the native craft is strongly reminiscent of 
the boom, the ubiquitous trading vessel in the 
mid-east and on the Indian ocean. 

The author on a book on dhows, shows 
the structural resemblance of the kog, or 
koggeship, with the boom. The kog appeared 
suddenly, seemingly out of nowhere, on the 
Dutch and surrounding coasts. The British and 
Scandinavians stuck to their Viking type craft, 
yet the Flemish kogge seems to have domi- 
nated even the trade in the Baltic Sea. There 
is again the suggestion that the Dutch/Flem- 
ish picked it up during the Crusades, The lug 
never appealed to the highbrow mind, and it 
could only be the hands-on acquaintance of 
the crews who did the actual shiphandling that 
possibly could have brought the lug to north- 
western Europe. 

It is realised that handling the lug in tack- 
ing never was understood nor did it appeal to 
the western mind. Its use hung around the low- 
est regions, like fishermen and small-boat men. 
When those regions eagerly adopted the en- 
gine, the lug simply disappeared. The split-lug 
was thus rather the on-the-spot solution of an 
NCO commanding a longboat, totally frus- 
trated with the intractability of his green 
pressganged crew, who took his knife, cut the 
lug along the mast and attached a sheet to the 
forward piece and a downhaul to the tack of 
the aft piece, finding to his surprise that this 
worked very well, thank you. I know very well 
how he felt. I have tried to explain the tacking 
of the lug by word of mouth, and in print or 
drawing, and the glassy eyes tell me that 
no-one ever really gets it. The simple solution 
simply boggles the western mind. 

After the invention of the split-lug, which 
turned out to work very well indeed when tack- 
ing into the wind, modifications followed 
which almost automatically led to the sloop 
rig and the cutter rig. The gaff was what was 
left of the split-lug yard, and indeed it was 
originally held from sagging by stays on each 
side of the end. 

However, if it comes to “produced by the 
office mind”, the prime example must be the 
modern high-peaked rig, especially those used 
on racers. The entire world of deep keels and 
towering rigs was certainly never produced by 
fisherfolk and other boatmen, who needed to 
be abie to run their craft on the beach; those 
rigs are total officebrain (and mentality) pro- 
duced, inefficient, elaborate, high-cost produc- 
tions of “the mind that knows it all”, The 
lugriggers, who were the crews for those big 
yachts in the off-season, never fell for it, and 
went straight for the more practical engine, 
having had enough of rocking for hours at the 
oars. 

Think it over! 

Original high northern lug with short 
yard. 

NCO commanding longboat, frustrated 
with his green, pressganged crew, cuts 
sail at mast and improvises first 
split-lug. 

The finished product: Cut has been 
edged, brails added for control, loops 
added to keep luff to mast. This is ex- 
actly the way the ones looked which I 
used in my youth. 

Ms 
Birth of sloop and cutter rigs. The cum- 
bersome fore-part has been cut off. The 
triangular foresail is no longer attached 
to the main. The gaff is permanently 
fixed to the mast and held by stays. 



I am going to tell you this first thing. I 
don’t think there are but just a few things more 
dangerous than solvent style two-part paint and 
varnish....rattlesnakes and automatic pistols 
ain’tin it. I think the name of the poison in the 
solvent is called “isocyanates” and though the 
book on NIOSH masks says “for organic va- 
pors” they ain’t talking about that stuff. I won’t 
even open can “A” unless I have on my 
outside-air-fed hood and my zoot suit. If the 
wind changes and the fresh air inlet picks up 
even a whiff, I drop everything, hold my breath 
and sprint upwind like an old half-shot deer. 
One time when I did that, I scared the meter 
reader into a short fit of apoplexy.... said he 
thought I was a space alien and he knew he 
was a goner when he felt that hose I was drag- 
ging whip around his shanks. 

If you can manage to keep it from aggra- 
vating you to death or killing you on the spot 
before you get it on there right, it is the hard- 
est and longest lasting kind of varnish but it is 
tricky to work with. For one thing, it doesn’t 
brush out worth a flip. Those of you who grew 
up with the the wonderful working, good 
smelling (I open a can and take a little sniff 
every now and then just for the nostalgia) old 
regular phenolic resin “spar varnish” will be 
horrified when you try to smear this crap on 
your good boat. It doesn’t actually flow out at 
all unless it is thinned so much that it runs like 
water and you better run too because the pot 
life is so short....only costs three brushes to 
the coat if you’re quick. 

The Italians have invented a formula that 
they claim is for brushing and [I tried it but I 
still don’t like it. The best way to brush it is to 
thin it about 30% with the poisonous thinner 
and put it on very quickly with a cheap, 
natural-bristle brush that has had the bristles 
clipped back to about 3/4” long then tapered 
with a razor, frazzled on a sander and de- 
thatched with a rotary wire brush (new, rinsed 
in acetone), some tape and a vacuum cleaner. 
Do not let the thin varnish puddle up anyplace 
at all because it will cure chemically before 
the solvent can escape and the resulting jelly 
will never get hard and will eventually shrink 
away from the wood. It is, altogether, the most 
aggravating stuff to paint with a brush that I 
ever saw. I would much rather put oil stain up 
under the exposed rafter ends of a barn with a 
broom than to try to brush that mess on a boat. 
It sprays well though, just about like nitrocel- 
lulose lacquer. 

Tam going to digress right here for a little 
bit. It is my understanding that the Italians are 
the ace varnishers of the world. Though I have 
never been to Italy or actually seen a Riva boat, 
some of my customers have and that’s what 
they say. I assume that if the Italians use that 
two-part like I do, they must be spraying them 
$250,000 16’ boats and for that money, they 
are probably able to do a pretty good 
job....about like the paint on a Lamborghini. 
‘Though I am not real widely traveled, I have 
been far enough to see a few boats that had a 
fair varnish job. I guess the Italians are the 
best spray gun artists in the world, but if you 
want to see what a regular, brushed on spar 
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Two-Part 
Polyurethane Varnish 

By Robb White 

varnish finish is supposed to look like, I sug- 
gest you go to New Orleans. Somebody down 
there knows what they are doing. 

Here in the south, a boat that stays out- 
side has to have somebody working on the 
varnish almost full time. Regular phenolic 
resin varnish is the best thing to put on a boat 
that you can’t keep in the shade because it is 
easy to get off when the sun cooks the goody 
out of it. The first sign of sun damage to 
two-part polyurethane is when it starts to come 
off the boat in sheets. Until then, it stays shiny, 
clear and amazingly hard and abrasion resis- 
tant (oyster shells won’t cut it much) but when 
it does reveal that it is time to do something, 
you have a real mess. 

It would be alright if it all got ready at 
the same time you might be able to just grab a 
corner and pull the whole thing off sort of like 
the skin on a catfish but unfortunately, it 
doesn’t do that. You have to sand (the hard- 
ness that makes it resist abrasion resists sand- 
ing too) and peel and fool around for a long 
time to get the boat ready to re-do the varnish 
job and then you won’t be able to get it right. 
The new varnish will always reveal places 
where the old is not stuck well underneath. 

Two part varnish is best for a boat that 
can be kept out of the sun most of the time but 
if you can do that, the varnish job will hold up 
for a very long time. I use it for boats that are 
completely varnished on the inside and even 
some that are varnished all over. The inside of 
a small lap-strake boat with all those hard to 
sand places is a nightmare to re-finish even 
with regular spar varnish so, fight that it is, I 
put the best thing I can find on there. Mainte- 
nance of such a boat that sees a lot of sun is a 
good Scotch Brite scuffing and another coat 
of the two-part every now and then. 

The preparation for a two-part job is dif- 
ferent too. It doesn’t work to just start paint- 
ing. For one thing, the stuff is too expensive 
to just let it soak into bare wood. (by the way, 
what is “single malt Scotch”?.... must be some 
of that stuff that comes in those glass bottles). 
Back when Bruno Stoppani was still alive, the 
Italians sold this special two-part primer which 
sanded just like lacquer sealer when it cured 
and it cured quick. When I was using it, I could, 
by working a marathon session, completely 
varnish a little boat (some nine coats all-told) 
in twenty four hours. Bruno is dead now and I 
don’t even know if the successors still make 
that sealer or not and I don’t care because I 
found out something. 

The best, longest lasting, and most eco- 
nomical undercoater for two-part polyurethane 
varnish is two-part solventless epoxy (I use 
Gougeon 105/207). Not only does it stabilize 
the wood, it makes it look prettier and some- 
how makes the varnish last longer. I don’t 
know exactly what it is but a comparison test 
with the same mils of total thickness on the 
same piece of wood tells the tale. The wood 
without the epoxy looks kind of lackluster 
under the varnish to start with and very soon 
becomes bleached out and bad looking and the 
varnish comes off sooner. The wood that was 
varnished over the epoxy undercoater contin- 

ues to hold the shine where the cell walls were 
polished into facets by the smoothing opera- 
tion (I use cabinet scrapers instead of sandpa- 
per) and the color stays rich even after the 
varnish peels off. A good job almost looks as 
good as real varnish. 

There are two caveats for using epoxy as 
an undercoater for two-part polyurethane 

~ (watch out using it under single part 
polyurethane...some ain’t compatible... | have 
along story about that but not now): The first 
thing is that it has to be sanded so that a mi- 
croscope reveals a completely scratched sur- 
face with no shiny places at all and that’s a 
tall order. If you miss a little place like the 
nook where a frame is jogged out for the lap 
in a clinker built boat, that’s where the var- 
nish is going to turn loose first but if you do it 
right, the varnish will stick wonderfully. The 
second thing is that you can’t let water sit in 
the boat or leave a boat that is varnished on 
the outside sit in the water for too long be- 
cause when the solvent evaporates from the 
polyurethane, it leaves the coating a little bit 
permeable by water and that water will slowly 
migrate in between the polyurethane (mine is 
“polyurethane-acrylic”) and the impermeable 
epoxy. 

In a normal situation, that water will 
evaporate out by way of the same little pores 
that it got in by but if you leave bilgewater in 
the boat for days and days and then dip it out 
and leave the boat out in the cooking sun, that 
water might evaporate so violently that it 
makes enough pressure to force the varnish 
loose before it can ease out through the sol- 
vent holes. The worst thing you can do is to 
leave a boat that is varnished on the outside in 
the water for a long time and then take it out 
and turn it upside down in the hot sun. We 
carefully choose our customers so that they 
have sense enough to understand things like 
that. 

Epoxy undercoater seems to work well 
for old style varnish too. It stabilizes the wood 
and somehow protects the color and shine of 
the wood’s surface after the varnish starts to 
break down, makes remfinishing go easier. P'Il 
tell you why they stick with regular varnish in 
New Orleans. None of these modern stuffs 
make wood look as wonderful as umpteen 
coats of plain old-time spar varnish put on with 
a dearly beloved, well broken in varnish brush. 
I despise cheap hand tools and a junk paint- 
brush is one of the most despicable. There is a 
real contrast between the frantic smearing of 
polyurethane and the skillful flowing on of the 
real thing... and the smell of it even after it is 
dry is pure joy....especially when a little spray 
blows back....clang. 

I would follow this article with something 
about how to get a good job of epoxy coating 
which is another tricky business but I already 
sold that to WoodenBoat... of course, they ain’t 
paid me yet and they won’t until they finally 
find a little room for it in amongst all them 
full-page ads. Another one of the troubles with 
dealing with a magazine that only comes once 
every two months is that an old man like me 
is apt to forget all about part one before 
part-two comes out, whereas I know just ex- 
actly what that Boat Nut was up to on the back 
side of the Statue of Liberty and where 
Nathaniel Bishop tied up last. Can’t wait for 
him to get around here to Apalachee Bay.... 
my stomping grounds... Pll teach him about 
the wonderful, cheap Korean butane camp 
stove. 



Reproduction of Charles Lawton 

10’ Yacht Tender 
Cedar on Oak 

Designed by Charles Lawton of 
Marblehead, MA, ca 1980. Built: 

C. Stickney, Boatbuilders Ltd. L9o7 

C. Stickney Boatbuilders Ltd. 

HC 61 Box 1146, St. George, ME 04857 

(207) 372-8543 

email: stickney@midcoast.com 

Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

16’ Custom Built Skiffs 
Plywood, epoxy, fiberglass. Strong, capable, 
and good-looking. Built to last a lifetime. 

Starting at $975. 

Bill Greenough 
Berlin, CT (860) 828-0425 

Independence Boatworks 
Builders of Small Wooden Boats 

Specializing in 
traditional lap- 
strake or clinker 
style hulls for 
rowing, sailing or 
just puttering 

— 

John Bresnan 
07243 Independence Rd. 

Defiance, OH 43512 
* (419) 782-2876 

Builders & 
Restorers 

SOLID 
COMFORT 
BOATS 

Sailing Cruising Canoes 
Sea Touring Kayaks “&# 
Anglers Sampans 

HUGH HORTON SMALL BOATS 
29474 Old North River Rd. 
Mt. Clemens, MI 48045 

(810) 468-6456 
<huhorton @ tir.com> 

Indian River Boat Shop 
Wooden Boats 

Classic Designs for Oar, Sail, Paddle 
Up to 18’ Made to Order 

P.O.B. 1526, Hobe Sound, FL 33475 
P.O.B. 354, Oquossoc, ME 04964 

(June-Nov.) 
<indianriverboats @ aol.com> 
<www.indianriverboats.com> 

BRYAN 
BOATBUILDING 

Builders of ‘‘Fiddlehead” 
Decked Canoes 

“Thistle” Fin Boat - “Daisy” Skiffs 
“Willow” Rowing, Double Enders 

“Handy Billy” Launches 
Custom Design for Sail, Oar, Paddle, 

Low Power 
Plans Available 

329 Mascarene Rd., Letete, NB E5C 2P6 
Canada - (506) 755-2486 

Cullison 

SmaliCraft 
Builders of Traditional and 

Contemporary Rowing and Sailing Craft 

11515 Kenton Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20902 

Richard Cullison 
301-946-5002 

www.CullisonSmallCraft.com 

) Rabb White & Sows Ine. 
P.O. Box 561 

Thomasville, Georgia 31799 
(912) 226-2524 

Custom Designed Wooden Boats Since 1961 

SUTHERLAND 
BOAT & COACH 
4th Generation Boat Builder 

Builds & Restores 
Wooden Sail / Row Boats 

Motor Launches & “Woodie” Wagons 

416-1/2 W. Lake Rd. 
Hammondsport, NY 14840-9603 

(607) 868-3993 
a ae. 2.8 Fernrewtaesnsa. 

SE GReT MOUNTAIN 
WoousN BOATS 

Custom Shop 
for Building and Repair of Wooden Boats 

Kayaks ~ Canoes ~ Paddles 
Sailing ~ Paddling ~ Rowing ~ Electric Power 

Also offering 
Country Lodge Furniture, Wildlife Carvings, 

Fine Art Prints 
Graphic Design and Web Designing 

www.secretmtnboats.com 

P.O. Box 837 Ava, Missouri 65608 
Phone 417-683-3238 

E-Mil secretmtnboats @ secretmtnboats.com 

TRADITIONAL WOODEN 
BOATBUILDING 

REPAIRS & RESTORATIONS 

ROB BARKER 
615 Moyers Ln., Easton, PA 18042 

Phone / Fax (610) 253-9210 - 



Cape Cod’s 
Sailing Headquarters 

& Wooden Boat Center 
*Established 1951* 

Proud Builders of 
Arey’s Pond Catboats 

ee Fe 
ae, aes . 4 \ 4 

14’ “CAT” 
12° Kitten - 16’ Lynx 

20’ Cruising Cat 
Traditional elegance with a fiberglass 

hull, teak trim & floorboards, 
all fittings solid bronze 

sitka spruce spars 

Box 222, 43 Arey’s Ln. (Off Rt. 28) 
So. Orleans, MA 02662 

(508) 255-0994 
http://www.by-the-sea.com/ 

areyspondboatyard 
E-mail: catboat@cape.com 

Hansen & Company 
Builders of Practical & Impractical 

Boats 
Gloucester Gull Rowing Dories, 
Kayaks & Other Small Boats 

Dennis Hansen 207-594-8073 
EO, Box 122 dgehansen @aol.com 
Spruce Head, ME 04859 

(607) 547-2658 
Tom Krieg’s Boat Shop 
(At 6 Mile Point on West Lake Rd.) 

P.O. Box 1007 
Cooperstown, NY 13326 

Woodenboat Restoration & Rigging 

HADDEN Boat COMPANY 
Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

Bay PointRd. Box51 Georgetown, Me 04548 207-371-2662 

O’CONNELL’S 
New Boat CONSTRUCTION 

WOODEN Boat REPAIR 

VENEER OVERLAYS 

SPAR CONSTRUCTION 

Builders of the famous Town Class sloop : 
in wood or fiberglass as well as other cus- Dedicated to the Creation 
tom traditional wooden boats since 1934. : 

PPPs pee ie and Preservation of 
P Vintage Wooden Watercraft, 

Mast Hoop Fasteners - Sail PANY bi aerator os iar on the eastern shore of the 

Cleats - Wood Shell Blocks - Chesapeake Bay. 
Deadeyes - Bullseyes - 

Custom Bronze Hardware 
O’ CONNELL’ S WOODEN BOAT SHOP 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc. Marc Barto * 12319 Coopers Lane 
Lanes End, Newbury, MA 01950 P.O. Box 611 * Chestertown, MD 21620 

(978) 462-7409 (410) 778-3213 Fax (410) 778-8138 

FIBERGLASS REPLICA CLASSIC SAILBOATS 
RAINBOW Construction BAYBIRD 

12’ Cape Cod Catboat Fiberglass Hull & Deck 18’ Gaff Sloop 
a Varnished Oak Trim | o, 18° 9” - 

+ LOA- 12°4” rah clan doa Bronze Hardware = Beam - 56” 
Wooden Spars SA - 145sf 

SA - 100sf ; 
Displ. 440lbs NEW! EWES Ie 

Compass Draft 0’8 

CLASSIC CAT 
14’ Classic Half-Decked Catboat 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

COMPASS CLASSIC YACHTS, INC. 
Box 143, S. Orleans, MA 02662 * (508) 255-5187, (508) 240-1032 

(Shop @ 80 Rayber Rd., Orleans, MA) 

ROBERT STEVENS 
BOATBUILDERS, INC. 
Wooden Boat Building, 
Repair and Restoration 

[ 
Small Point Harbor, HC 32, Box 301, Phippsburg, ME 04562 - (207) 389-1794 



Shoestring Shipyard 
Go Back to School! 

Three-day Weekend Boatbuilding 
Classes. Build your very own Frugal 
Skiff (8°, 12’ or 14’ versions) with per- 
sonal instruction. 

Fall/Summer 2000 Schedule 
July 14-16 

August 11-13 
September 22-24 
October 20-22 

November 17-19 

View stock plans, books and kits for 
other Shoestring designs at our on-line 
catalog www.shoestringshipyard.com 

PO Box 117, Sagamore Beach, MA 02562 
www.shoestringshipyard.com 

508.888.7960 

Don’t be afraid to STRIP! 
le a Beautiful Canoe, Kayak or Rowboat 

Kits * Plans * Books 
Cove & Bead Strips EPOXIES 

the NEWFOUND = Caialog 
WOODWORKS inc. Sap 

(603) 744-6872 fax (603) 744-6892 

67 Danforth Brook Rd. © Bristol, NH 03222 
email: info@newfound.com * www.newfound.com 

ROAR 2 
14’ x 4 x 75 Ibs. 

Jigless Taped Seam 
$15 Plans - $1 Info on 16 Boats 

JIM MICHALAK 
118 E. Randall, Lebanon, IL 62254 

specs, plans, contents, prices, etc. 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder from 
10’ launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32’ blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog defining 

Plans & Kits 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
Over 200 designs. Famed Atkin double- 
enders, traditional offshore and coastal 
cruising yachts, rowing/sailing dinghies, 
utilities, and houseboats. $10 U.S., $15 
Canada, $18 overseas airmail. Payment: 

U.S. dollars payable through a U.S. bank. 

ATKIN DESIGNS 
P.O. Box 3005, Noroton, CT 06820 

"WEE PUNKIN | 

“Wee Punkin” has traditional good looks, is fun 
to build from inexpensive materials, and her 
performance will delight you. Innovative foam 
core deck and ample flotation make her extra 
safe and comfortable. She is ideal for children 
if they can get her away from dad. Truly a break- 
through in small boat design. Hit of the Port 
Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. No lofting. 
Plans with full size station patterns and detailed 
instructions $36. SASE for more info. 

GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 
Rt. 1 Box 75, Collbran, CO 81624 

A light- 
weight, 
sturdy |g 
wooden 

beauty 
anyone can 
build from 
our pre-as- |7 

sembled : 
kit. Price, igen sail, $975. Catalog of 13 
kit designs handcrafted in Vermont, $5. Two- 
hour demonstration video, $23. 

SHELL BOATS 
561 Polly Hubbard Rd., St. Albans, VT 05478 

(802) 524-9645 
www.by-the-sea.com/shellboats 

This Space for Rent! 
Only $6 Per Issue 

Contact us at: 
Messing About in Boats 

29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984-1943 

SWAMP YANKEE 
BOATS 

| specialize in building just one 
boat with today’s technologies. 
A stitch & glue version of 
Rushton’s “Wee Lassie” 
double paddle canoe. LOA 11’, 
Beam 28”, Weight 25 Ibs. 
Plans available $15. 

Robert W. Sparks 
36 Soundview Hts., Branford, CT 06405 

(203) 488-5932 

TITTY, 
IN bebidas yt oJ. i / Designs by Plait Monfort 

STUDY PLANS BOOK $5.95 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO $19.95 

Monfort Associates 
50 Haskell Rd. MA, Westport, ME 04578 

(207) 882-5504 = 
www.zeodesicairoliteboats.com 

Tt’ Ree It's a Craft! 
Unique Wood-Strip, 

Performance, Sea Kayaks 

Kits, Plans & 
. Finished Boats 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on small boat de- 
signs written through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A., considered by many to have been one of the Send $2 for a catalog to: 

outstanding marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $1 per page. All articles include line Nick Schade 
Guillemot Kayaks 

Apt. M, 10 Ash Swamp Rd. 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 

ph: 800-659-8847 

drawings, offsets, etc. that you can use. Send $2 for catalog listing. 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD, WYZATA, MN 55391 (612) 473-2360 http://www.guillemot-kayaks.com/ 
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CONRAD NATZIO BOATBUILDER 
SANDPIPER SHOVELOR 

\ 13°9” Sailing Skiff 9°9” Pram Dinghy 
With Choie For Daysailing, 

of Rig Camping 
; Children’s Boat 

OYSTER- 
CATCHER 
15°6” Flatiron 

SPOONBILL 
> 6 TOT 15°10” Sailing 
Sailing Skiff Scow For 

For Daysailing Camping Or 
& Camping As Outboard Launch 

PLANS FOR EASY HOME BUILDING 
For study plans send $1 for each boat to: 

Conrad Natzio Boatbuilder, The Old School, Brundish Road, 

Raveningham, Norwich NR14 6NT, UK, 
Tel.Fax +44 1508 548675 

Glen-L marine designs 
PO Box 1804/AMO 

9152 Rosencrans Ave. 
Bellflower, CA 90707-1804 

562-630-6258 fax 562-630-6280 

16’ or 17’ “Stripper” 
Plans & Patterns $33 

~ *NEW** expanded 216- 
page Design Book--more 
photos & info; over 240 
desig s, ONLY $9.95, 

QUALITY SERVICE Hew to ERO Mantes 
. Complete catalog on- 

SINCE 1953 line ScGles toon or 
phone 562-630-6258 to 
order. MC/Visa/Disc/ www.Glen-L.com Peaks 

Boatbuilding Supplies 
STRIP * STITCH & GLUE « PLYWOOD & FIBERGLASS CONSTRUCTION 

SV SUUTAREE epoxy resin 
Simple 2:1 mix ratio * Available in 1.5 qt.-15 gal. units 

Fast, med, slow hardeners for use in temperatures 
as low as 35°F 

3 Gal. Unit $138.00 

FIBERGLASS CLOTH « TAPES * MATS * ROVINGS ¢ KNITS 

* REICHOLD Polyester Resins (gals, pails, 
drums) 

* NESTE GelCoats As 
* Sikaflex Urethane Sealants 

¢ Gloucester Marine Paints (40-50% discount) 
¢ 2 part Urethane Pour Foam 

Microballoons ¢ Silica Powder * Wood 
Flour Pigments * Milled & Chop Fibers « 
Squeegees Syringes ¢ Brushes ¢ Rollers ¢ 
Paper Pots * Gloves Coveralls * And More 

LOW Silicon Bronze Wood Screws 
dpe Nails & Stainless Fasteners 

Top Quality Products *« Competitive Prices « Fast Knowledgeable Service 
All items in stock and ready for immediate shipment 

FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
SUPPLYING QUALITY MATERIALS TO BOAT OWNERS, 

Bdhicat 12 Sook Os 0” 
Designer Phil Bolger and builder Harold Payson have de- 
veloped a tack-and-tape multi-chine version of the classic 
catboat that puts the charm and performance of this famous 
type within the reach of home builders with a minimum 
investment in time and money. 

PLEASE SEND ME: UO Complete construction plans and instruc- 
tions for $40.00 O Study plan packet for Bobcat and 36 other easy- 
to-build Intant Boats for $5.00. 
BOOKS: QO /nstant Boats, $16.00 UO Build the New Instant Boats, 
$19.95 () How to Build Your Own Boat, $20.00 O Build the Instant 
Catboat, $12.95 O How to Build the Gloucester Light Dory, $7.95 O 
Keeping a Cutting Edge: Saw Filing, $7.95 4 Boat Modeling with 
Dynamite Payson, $19.95 QO Bolger’s 100 Small Boat Rigs, $19.95 
O) Boat Modeling the Easy Way, $19.95 Add $1.00 S&H 

Name 

Street 

City SES ee i eee aT 

Harold H. Payson & Co. 
Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach Road ¢ South Thomaston, ME 04858 

_207-594-7587 

Supplies 

Marine Plywoods 

Western Red Cedar Canoe Strips 

Boat Lumber 

Canoe Gunwales, Seats, etc. 

Epoxies & Fasteners 

Boat Building & Repair Supplies 

Bear Mountain Canoe Plans 

Buffalo & Toronto 

Phone (416) 259-7555 
Fax (800) 894-1783 

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 
Boat grade rough sawn flitches in stock. 
Most are 16’ long 4/4 to 8/4 thick. New 

supply ready to ship. 
Call or write for info. 

J.D. ENGLAND CO. 
HCR Box 337, Urbanna, VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

LOUD EES & OARS 

Maine Craftsmanship at its fin- 
est. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

HULL FINISHERS AND BOATYARDS FOR OVER 20 YEARS. 

P.O. Box 399, E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 
Fax (413) 736-3182 - www.mertons.com 

F 
Catalog: 8BOO-333-0314 

Visit Our Web Site At: 
http://www.noahsmarine.com 

Free Catalogue Available! 
We ship anywhere! 

Box 213MB 

ORONO, ME 04473 
(207) 866-4867 



(| Dry-Dock 
Cover 3 

(800) 789-8143 
over Your Boat 

...With the Best! 

GAMBELL & HUN Tep 
SAILMAKERS 

16 Limerock St. Camden, ME 04843 
(207) 236-3561 

RAKA EPOXY & FIBERGLASS 
We have several types of epoxy resins with different mix 
ratios for coating, gluing and composite construction. Our 
large fiberglass inventory include smany weights of stan- 

vs | CanoeCart 
... Transport your canoe and gear 

over walking distances. 

Would you like to: 

Get more use out of your canoe? 

Launch solo, and bring along your gear? 

Go on expedition and portage? 

Call, or visit us on the web: 

Appropriate Technology Associates 
PO Box 241, Taunton, MA 02780 

www.Canoecarts.com 

Telephone: 508-823-4403 

Unique Books 
Skiffs, Catboats, Marine Engine History & More 

Write for Free Catalog 

Devereux Books 
P.O. Box 503 

Marblehead, MA 01945 
www.devereuxbooks.com 

dard woven materials as well as a good selection of biaxials 
and triaxials. Carbon and kevlar fabrics are also available. 
We offer the lowest prices and same day UPS shipping. Our 
normal store hours are from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, 
but calls are welcome seven days a week until 10pm. Write 
or call us or see our internet site for complete info and prices. 

There is nothing — absolutely nothing— 

half so much worth doing i 

Shirts & Tote Bags 
from The Wind in the Willows 

The Design Worky 
Call Toll Free 1-877-MESSING 

www.MessingAbout.com 
See our classified ad for more info. 

ER 

Specializing in 

aerodynamic designs 

for small craft - 

Gaff, gunter, lug, 

lateen, leg-o-mutton, 

sprit, square, etc. 

Tanbark, white, or Egyptian Dacron 

Stuart K. Hopkins 
PiaVey SOXG2so 

Wicomico Ch., VA 22579 

(804) 580-8723 

This is a quarter page ad space. 
It costs $45 per issue. 

Not much if you offer a product 
or service useful to small boat 
people (like the adjacent ad). 

4,800 of them are current 
subscribers who read the 
magazine every two weeks. 

This size ad gets more attention 
than the smaller ones do, obviously. 
If this interests you, contact me by 

mail or phone (no email or fax 
here, sorry). 

Bob Hicks 
Messing About in Boats 

29 Burley St. RAKA, INC. 
41 No. Congress Ave. #8B, Delray Beach, FL 33445 

Ph. (561) 279-8929 - Fax (561) 279-2539 
www.raka.com 

Wenham, MA 01984-1943 
(978) 774-0906 



OKOUME - SAPELE - TEAK 

MARINE PLYWOOD 
Hardwood Plywood 

Hardwood Lumber 

1 (800) 899-1664 
We Ship Anywhere! 

MAINE COAST 

== LUMBER 
=! 35 Birch Hill Road 

York, ME 03909 
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awe boat lumber 

Boatbuilding materials, CNC service 
Help for boatbuilders and owners since 1972 

1019 Third Street, Anacortes, WA 98221 
800-228-4691 fax: 360-293-4749 

email: boatkit@ flounderbay.com 
www.flounderbay.com 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
We have old Atlas Co. mahines. Pure half 
hard hand drawn copper. Just the thing for 

lapstrake canoes, skiffs, dories. 
3 diameters: 1/16”, 3/32”, 1/8” 

11 sizes: 3/4” to 1-3/8” 
Send $3 for Sample Packet & Info. 

STRAWBERY BANKE MUSEUM 
POB 300MB, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

ORR’S ISLAND 
BOAT WORKS 

Award Winning Dealer 
9-465hp Diesels 

Full Parts Inventory 
Expert Technical Assistance 

8 Park Place (800) 339-6777 
Orr’s Island, ME 04066 (207) 833-5852 

E-mail: oibw @ gwi.net 

Wood Canoe 

Hardware 

CANOE HARDWARE 

1/2”, 11/16”, 7/8” Canoe Tacks; 3/8” Oval 

Brass Stem Bands; Clenching Irons; 3/16” 

Bronze Carriage Bolts; Canoe Plans; Clear 

White Cedar. Price List Available. 

NORTHWOODS CANOE SHOP 

336 Range Rd. 

Atkinson, ME 04426 

<>) 
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Don't start your project 
without these! 

Technical Manual 

“The Gougeon Brothers The WEST SYSTEM 
On Boat Construction Technical Manual 

A 297 page book on lofting, A great way to get familiar with 

safety, tools and construction WEST SYSTEM, the universally 

methods for building boats trusted boat building and repair 

with wood and WEST SYSTEM __ products. Everthing you need 

Brand Epoxy. Includes hundreds __to know for bonding, laminating, 

of detailed illustrations and fairing, coating and finishing 

photographs. your project. 

Hardcover, $27.50 29 pages, illustrated, FREE 

WEST 
SYSTEM. 

BRAND 

Gougeon Brothers, Inc., Dept. 77, P.O. Box 908, Bay City, Ml 48708, Ph. 517-684-7286 
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27’ Classic Chesapeake Doublender, ‘99, strip 
plank, epoxy, glass. Roomy sit-in cabin, 2 bunks, 
porta-potti, stove, 9.9hp Honda in well. Does 10 
knots. Full length cockpit cover. Can be trailered. 
$9,500. 
HOWARD SCHAEFER, Stuart, FL, (561) 287-4793. 

(08) 

16’ Dyer Glamour Girl Launch, exc cond, a clas- 
sic collector’s boat w/rblt 30hp Universal gas IB, 
wheel & tiller steering, monel tank,mahogany trim, 
Holsclaw trlr, full canvas. Only $9,995. 
JAY HOTCHKISS, Portland, ME, (207) 772-6951. 
(08) 

12’ Pelican, Smith bit. All available extras. Marine 
mahogany, epoxy covered. One of best looking & 
equipped bots in its class. Would cost over $6,000 
to replace. Sailed 5 times. Galv trlr. $3,600. 
ROBERT GILLESPIE, Palo Alto, CA, (650) 493- 
5891, <bobgil @sjm.infi.net> (08) 

23’ American Mariner FG Sloop, trailerable 
pocket cruiser, shallow draft keel, 6’ hdrm, slps 4. 
Incl cushions, 3 NEW sails, dbl axle galv trlr that 
extends for launching, 5hp OB. Structurally solid, 
nds cosmetic work & detailing. Will fax detail spec 
sheet w/photos on request. $1,650 OBO. 
JOHN WEAVER, Longview, TX, (903) 663-2742 
eves & wknds, <texzig @earthlink.net> (08) 

25’ Morgan Sailboat, ‘67 FG updated & loaded. 3/ 
4 lead keel w/CB draws 2°9” board up, 6°6” board 
down, spade rudder. Equipped w/Yamaha 4-stroke 
9.9hp OB, roller furling 150% genoa, vhf radio, 
depth sounder, loran, autohelm, origo stove, galv 4- 
wheel trlr & much more. A nice sailer in grt shape. 
Must sell due to illness. Asking $5,500. 
AL CROUSE, Haverhill, MA, (978) 372-7455. (08) 

17’ Salisbury Pt. Skiff, ‘93, Lowell’s Boat Shop. 
Cedar planked, oak frames, mahogany transom, 
seats, stringers & rails. Near new cond. Galv trlr, 2 
pr oars, canvas cover. $5,000 
LEWIS KREGER, 87 Jobs Pond Rd., Portland, CT 
06480, (860) 342-4964, <Lkreger60 @aol.com> (08) 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION: 

Classified ads are FREE TO SUB- 
SCRIBERS for personally owned boat re- 
lated items. Each ad will automatically 
appear in two consecutive issues. Further 
publication of any ad may be had on re- 
quest. 

A one-time charge of $8 will be made 
for any photograph included with any ad 
to cover the cost to us of the necessary 
halftone. For return of photo following 
publication, include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

Non-subscribers and commercial 
businesses may purchase classified ads at 
$.25 per word per issue. To assure accu- 
racy, please type or print your ad copy 
clearly. Mail to Boats, 29 Burley St., 
Wenham, MA 01984. No telephone ads 
please. 

21’ Martini Launch, new 2000, Yanmar 27hp die- 
sel, bimini top, full canvas, pressure water, table, 
custom seating. The neatest little launch you’ ve ever 
seen. $29,995 delivered east coast. 
JAY HOTCHKISS, Portland, ME, (207) 772-6951. 

(08) 

10’ Cape Dory. $600. 1920 Old Town Canoe. $475. 
ROBERT O’NEILL, Brick, NJ, (732) 477-1107. 

(07) 

16’ FG Amesbury Dory, hull mfg by Sturdee Boat 
Co., powered by 9.9hp Yamaha 4-stroke, 9’ ash oars, 
bronze oarlocks, “no pinch” swivel seats, bimini by 
Taylor Made, galvy trlr & much more. Appeared as 
feature cover story in 6/15/98 MAIB. Additional info 
& photos on my SkiffAmerica website, http:// 
home.postnet.com/~kilburn. 
KILBURN ADAMS, St. Louis, MO, (314) 638- 
4527. (10) 

Amesbury Wooden Skiff, 14’x4’, Highlander trlr, 
‘88 Johnson 2.5 OB. Exc cond. $2,500 OBO. 
DANIEL DICK, Worcester, MA, (508) 756-9292, 
<degglesd @aol.com> (08) 

36’ Live Aboard Trawler, custom blt, w/turn of the 
century flair. FG over plywood hull bit 90. 
Cummings 4 cyl uses about | gal/hr @7K. 200gal 
fuel tank gives approx 1000mi range. Carries 300 
gal water, full size propane/electric refrigerator, A/ 
C, autopilot, GPS, Force 10 heater. $45,000. 
JOE GARBUTT, Ingleside-on-the-Bay, TX, (361) 
775-8885, <basic8 @pyramid3.net> (09) 

17' Staten Island Skiff, Pete Culler design, blt by 
Walter Simmons ‘78. Exc cond, located SE Mass. 
To be auctioned on eBay, 9/15-25, opening bid 
$2,500. 16’ Kittery Skiff, wood (kitboat) ocean 
rowing shell, designed by Alden/Martin Marine, blt 
by me ‘95. Drop-in Oarmaster I sliding seat unit, 
English wooden oars (F. Collar). Exc cond, located 
SE Mass. To be auctioned on eBay, 9/15-25, open- 
ing bid $950. See <rkugler@optonline.net> anytime 
for pictures, ete. 
ROBERT KUGLER, Fairfield, CT, (203) 259-3049. 
(09) 

25’ War Canoe, ‘23 Old Town CS grade. Been FG 
& modified. Nds restoration. $1,200. Alden Single, 
vy early model. Gd cond. $800. 
JOE FURTADO, Hudson, MA, (978) 562-5660, lv 
message. (10P) 

Legendary Wayfarer Dinghy, new sails, varnished 
cockpit, glassed over outer hull, overall exc cond. 
She has been a true source of pride for years. I sim- 
ply cannot afford the time she requires any longer. 
Too many details to list here. $4500. Please visit 
my web site Wwww.museumprints.net/ 
johns_wayfarer. Boston area. = 
JOHN ZISA, Salem, MA, (978) 745-2755. (09) 
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Boreal Design & Wilderness Systems Kayaks, we 
are now new regional dealer. Still dealer for Old 
Town canoes & kayaks going back over 50 years! 
Hundreds are on display at our store. 
FERNALD’S MARINE, Rt. 1A (at Parker River), 
Newbury, MA 01951, (978) 465-0312 (TFP) 

Spindrift Daysailer 1, 16°9” Uffa Fox design. 
Cuddy, vy gd cond. Stock boat never raced. 
Brightwork refinished last yr. Sprint galv trlr w/new 
12’ wheels, Bearing Buddies. Multi colored sails 
(main & jib) in exc cond. Boom crutch, paddles, 
boat hook, etc. Asking $1,800 OBO. 
PAUL LABRIE, Lee, NH, (603) 669-7997 days, 
(603) 659-2187 eves 6-8pm. (08) 

17’ Russian Folding Kayak, 2-3 person, Balogh/ 
CLC sail rig, float bags, gd shape. $500 boat only, 
$900 w/sail rig. 
BRIAN FORSYTH, Solomons, MD, (410) 326- 
6364, <bforsyth @erols.com> (08) 

Old Town Katahdin Canoe, 42” beam, 12’ length. 
Rigged for sailing w/ Balough rig of high quality. 
Row or paddle. Assembled as a camping cruiser, 
but was never used, everything is new. $830. 
J.H. DAVIDSON, Melrose, MA, (781) 665- 6973. 
(O9) 

MacGregor 25 Pop Top, w/canvas. Slps 4 com- 
fortably. Extensive stuff bins & storage cabinets 
added. 2yr old main, 2 jibs. bhp OBd runs grt. Trlr 
has taken her to Mexico and Canada for great sail- 
ing! $3.950 OBO. 
CHRIS HARVEY, Sacramento, CA, (916) 
989-0631. (09) 

14-1/2’ Double Fiddlehead, can be paddled single 
or double. New. Shown at the WoodenBoat Show. 
$3,200. 12-1/2’ Daisy Sailing Skiff, used 3 times. 
$1,000 off new price. $3,300. 
BRYAN BOATBUILDING, 329 Mascarene Rd., 
Letete, N.B. ESC 2P6 Canada, (506) 755-2486. (09) 

‘73 Ranger 29, exc cond, interior teak newly refin- 
ished. New head & holding tank, 15gal water hold- 
ing tank, 4 sails, Atomic 4 gas engine in grt running 
order. Slps 5. Much more. Great cruising boat. Ask- 
ing $9,500. 
GEORGE OR CLAIRE SARGANIS, RI, (401) 
433-4915 or <eclaire @ids.net> (09) 

‘81 Cape Dory 25, roller furling, dodger, ‘97 
Tohatsu 8hp, cruising accessories. 
DAVID EVERS, Rehobeth, MA, (508) 252-5429. 
(O9) 

5 

16’ FG Catboat, 6-1/2’ beam, CB, w/trlr. Mfg un- 
known, probably blt in ‘60s. New free standing ta- 
pered mast. Boat in vy gd cond. $3,200. 
TOM LOVE, Oriental, NC, (252) 249-2689. (09) 
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17’ Herreshoff Double Ended Rowboat, strip 
planked over bent ribs. Strong Itwt hull, vy fast, grt 
competition boat or recreational rower. $1,500. 
RICK FOOTE, Beverly, MA, (978) 921-4961. (O9P) 

15’ Banks Dory, lapstrake, copper riveted, blt @ 
W.B.S. U paint. $1,500. 
JACK LIMERICK, Kittery Point, ME, (207) 439- 
1566, <jrlmal@aol.com> (09) 

Kayaks & Canoes, recent purchase approx 75 
salesmen’s samples & demos. 
FERNALD’S, Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951, (978) 
465-0312. (09) 

19’ Cape Dory Typhoon Weekender, ‘76 Alberg 
design. Roller furling jib, brand new sails, 150 genny 
& main, sail cover, OB. cradle, running lights, 
compas, bunk & cockpit cushions, swim ladder, 
bilge pump, paddle, boat hook, inclinometer, horn, 
anchor & rode, 3 bumpers, 4 life preservers, 4 throw 
cushions, 3 coats Cetol on teak trim, forward venti- 
lator. In exc cond, ready for water. Asking $4,200. 
BOB REDDINGTON, 235 Lake Ave., Bay Head, 
NJ 08742, (732) 295-1590 before 9am or after dark 
eves. (09) 

West Wight Potter 15, °85, M.J, trlr. Used vy little. 
$2,250 or trade for WWP 19. 
BOB ESTES, Annapolis, MD, (410) 573-5289. (09) 

11’ Turnabout, bit ca “60, stored inside approx 
30yrs. Incl new sail, lines & CB. Vy gd cond. Re- 
placement cost $4,400, asking $900 OBO. Deliv- 
ery possible to MA north shore. 
DON CURRY, Harpswell, ME, (207) 725-6914, 
<millcove @juno.com> (09) 

Bolger Rubens Nymph, 46” beam w/daggerboard. 
Vy stable & responsive sailboat, exc rowboat. $700. 
MIKE SACEK, Ringoes, NJ, (908) 806-6131. (09) 

Sailing Canoe, nice 17’ aluminum canoe w/ 

Grumman lateen sailing rig, comp! w/varnished 
leebds, alum mast & rudder, blue & white dacron 
sail. Nice for paddle or sail. $300. Drop-in Rowing 
Rig, fixed seat molded FG by Old Town w/nice pair 
spruce oars. $100. Both $375. Fair/firm. 
DENNIS MURRAY, Wayland, MA, (508) 655- 
5547. (09) 

17’ Catboat, Wittholz design. Hull compl, marine 
ply on white oak ribs. Ready for deck & cabin work. 
Constr plans & keel pattern incl. $800 OBO, must 
sell, illness. 
ERNST A. MAYER-ASCHHOFF, Charlottesville, 
VA, (804) 975-6978, fax (804) 975-0628, 
<aschh @aol.com> (09) 

16’ Bolger Sharpie, ‘98 cat yawl. West System, 
marine ply & mahogany, tanbark sails (dacron) by 
Dabbler, sprit rig, single leebrd, folding rudder, 6’ 
cockpit, cedar flrbds. Vy fast & stable. $2,400. 
BURKE LIBURT, Orient, NY, (631) 323-2438, of- 
fice (800) 615-6305. (09) 

Bolger Light Dory, FG & epoxy over plywood. Vy 
gd cond. Delivery possible in northern CA. $800. 
RON KILGORE, Portola, CA, (530) 832-4751. (09) 

BOATS WANTED 

Sea Pearl 21, ‘90s model in gd cond w/trlr. Am 
willing to travel. 
GEORGE ELLIS, 205 6th Ave. S., Safety Harbor, 
FL 34695, (727) 791-8163. (09) 

Bart Hauthaway Bucktail Canoe/Kayak, 26lbs- 
30|bs. 
ANN BUTTRICK, Lyme, CT, (860) 434-3407. 
(O8P) 

Signet 20, British FG sloop from mid-’60 s. Any 
info on current owners association also appreciated. 
LEE TRACHTENBERG, Glen Cove, NY, (803) 
714-6868, or <FINNUS505 @aol.com> (09) 

WestWight Potter 19, prefer short rig. 
BOB ESTES, Annapolis, MD, (410) 573-5289. (09) 

GEAR FOR SALE 

Volvo Diesel, |-lunger, will take BO ??? 
STANLEY ????, Dartmouth, MA, (508) 878-3565. 
(09) 

There is nothing— absolutely nothing— 

half so much worth doing iv 

as simply messing about in boats. 

Famous Quotation & Illustration, from The Wind 
in the Willows. Tee $16.50, Tank $16.50, Long 
Sleeve $21, Sweatshirt $26, Tote Bag $16.50, Ship- 
ping $4. VISA/MC/AMEX. Other designs avail- 
able. 
DESIGN WORKS, Dept MC, Box 880, Silver 
Spring, MD 20918. (301) 589-9391, Toll Free 877- 
MESSING. <www.MessingAbout.com> (TFP) 

Free Wire Plank Machine, one of a kind machine 
that produces wire plank utilized to give a second 
life to hulls of yachts otherwise beyond practical 
restoration. The wire plank is applied to the hull in 
the form of a 3D large diameter mesh that fits the 
hull w/no joints like a basket. The system is com- 
pleted w/troweled in place FG material called 
Fer-A-Lite. The system is proven with over 20 years 
of service. Contact for more details. 
PLATT MONFORT, Westport, ME, (207) 882-5504, 
http:// w3.ime.net/~ pmonfort or <pmonfort@ime 
-net> (09) 

New 8hp Honda OB, less than 10 hrs. Asking 
$1,700. 
GEORGE OR CLAIRE SARGANIS, RI, (401) 
433-4915 or <eclaire @ids.net> (09) 

Stationary Drum Sander, homemade. Rotating 
drum 17” diam, 12” wide, belt-driven by 1/3hp elec- 
tric motor. Massive oak frame. Drum shakes a bit, 
but that could be solved with more careful balanc- 
ing. Useful for sanding planks prior to installation 
on boat. Also 2 large heavy rolls of 60 & 120 grit 
sandpaper used on the drum. Everything for $175. 
JOHN FISKE, JR., Prides Crossing, MA, (978) 
921-5220. (09) 

Vintage Outboards, parts, controls. 
ROBERT O’NEILL, Brick, NJ, (732) 477-1107. 
(09) 

White Polytarp Sail Kits. Construct a sail in about 
4 hrs. No sewing required. 5 PolySail Kits priced 
from $55.95 (107sf Pram Kit) to $119.95 (S68sf 
Schooner Kit). Shipping included. 
DAVE GRAY, 7404 Madden Dr., Fishers, IN 46038, 
(317) 842-8106. (15P) , 



HAVE YOU 
FLOGGED 

YOUR CREW 

CREW SLAVE T-SHIRT, the WoodenBoat Show 
favorite! 100% white cotton. M-XL $16, 2XL $18, 
S&H only $4.50. VISA, MC, AMERICAN EX- 

PRESS. 

NORS, HC33 Box 180, Bath, ME 04530, fax (207) 
442-8904, email <nors@aol.com> (TFP) 

GEAR WANTED 

British Seagulls, dead or alive. Cash paid, any cond. 
FRANK VALENTINO, S. Dennis, MA, (508) 385- 
8510, (508) 385-2507 anytime, email: 
<seagull508 @aol.com> (TFP) 

BOOKS & PLANS FOR SALE 

50 Issues of MAIB, up to present. $50. Some Books, 
on blacksmithing & from WoodenBoat. 
JOHN MC LAUGHLIN, Long Beach, NY, (516) 
432-9116. (09) 

Friendly, Candid Publishing, on modern folkways 
& cultural revival. Inside info for readers who’ ve 
been there, done that. “Unbought and unbossed.” 
Emphasizing a DIY approach to bikes, boats, guns, 
movies, music, religion. New issue plus catalog $5. 
OutYourBackdoor.com/oyb, 4686 Meridian, 
Williamston MI 48895. (09) 

BOAT PLANS-PATTERNS-KITS-Especially for 
amateurs, over 240 designs, you name it, we have 
it. Boat plan leader fro over 45 years. NEW year 
2000 DESIGN BOOK, 216-PAGE Illustrated, new 
format, more photos & information, only $9.95 (Sent 
AIRMAIL). Includes FREE “Boatbuilding Sup- 
plies” Catalog. Epoxy manual $2.00. “How to Fi- 
berglass” video $32.95. 
GLEN-L MARINE DESIGNS, Box 1804/MAO, 
9152 Rosecrans, Bellflower, CA 90707-1804. MC/ 
VISA/DISC/AMEX 562-630-6258. www.Glen- 
L.com (TFP) 

Dory Plans, row, power & sail. 30 designs 8'-30'. 
Send $3 for study packet. 
DOWN EAST DORIES, Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach 
Rd., S. Thomaston, ME 04858. (TF) 

All My Girls, a fun book for anyone who owns or 
has owned a sailboat. Pictures & tales of finding, 
repairing & sailing. Makes a great gift for your boat- 
ing friends. Send $9 check or MO. 
TOM MORSE, 9 Marble St., Gloucester, MA 01930. 

(08) 

$200 Sailboat, Bolger design, 15’6”x 4’6”. Plans 
w/compl directions. $20. 
DAVE CARNELE,, 322. Pages Creek Dr, 
Wilmington, NC 28411, <DaveCarnell @ worldnet. 
att.net> (TF) 

The Folding Schooner & Other Adventures in Boat 
Design, by Philip C. Boiger. Like new cond w/dust 
jacket. $45. 
BENNETT SCHEUER, Portola Valley, CA, (650) 
714-2457, <btscheuer@hotmail.com> (08) 

Build 13-1/2’ of Bliss, from 2 sheets of plywood. 
Plans $26. Illustrated leaf let of 16 craft $2. 
DENNIS DAVIS, 9 Great Burrow Rise, Northam, 
Bideford EX39 1TB, England. (EOIP) 

BOOKS & PLANS WANTED 

Old Canoe Catalogs. 
LEROY SAYERS, P.O. Box 386, Smyrna, DE 
19977, (302) 653-2628, (302) 653-9487. (TFP) 

* High Volume Watertight Storage 

The REVOLUTION is HERE! C>@y7@ is RIPPING up the water! 
Our patent pending Leg Powered Propeller Driven Kayak is blowing away 

conventional paddling, with Speeds up to TWICE as FAST! 

* Retractable Propeller and Rudder 

Conversion Kits to install in your craft are also available. 

For more info give us a call toll free at 877-696-6377 or visit us @ 

MARINE RELATED ITEMS FOR SALE 

Free Acrylic Painting of Your Boat, will still do 
free picture painting of your boat but $50 for 9”°x 
12” & $100 for 18”x 24” will get your painting done 
first. Send no money until you get a painting you 
like. 
SAM CHAPIN, 753 Woodside Rd., Maitland, FL 
32751, (407) 622-5730. (TF) 

Boat Watching & More, vacation at | of our 2 small 
cottages, in Camden and Lincolnville Beach, Maine 
on waterview properties. SIp 2, fully furnished, deck, 
TV, phone. No pets. Week/month/season. 
JAMES CLAYTON, Camden, ME, (207) 236-4385, 
<Lollyc @juno.com> (08) 

$ 2,395.00 

Delivered 

* Hand Operated Steering Control 

X Gelcoat Fiberglass/Kevlar Built 

ADIRONDACK 
—~ ROWING 

Committe to the advancement & pleasure of rowing since 1971. 

Shells Starting at $1925*-— =, Adk Series Guideboat 18” from $2395* 

ROWING SHELLS ° Proudly offering the finest-- MAAS, Alden, Adirondack Series Sliding Seat Wherry & Guideboat, Little 
River Marine, Bay Shells and full availability on all other rowing shell lines, Adirondack Series Oars, Canoes by Weenoenah 
ROWING INSTRUCTION * With the most skilled and courteous staff at our locations or yours by appointment only 
ROWING SERVICES * Statewide, nationwide, and international delivery of new and used shells & LAND ROWERS 

ADIRONDACK ROWING 
Queensbury, NY 12804 ¢ Office 518-745-7699 

Visit us on the internet at www.adirondackrowing.com *Oars & Freight Charges Additional 

ROWING TOURS AND VACATIONS AT TWIN PINES ON TROUT LAKE 
Free Flyer. Send $10 for Full Catalog (twice refundable with purchase) Rentals Available 



_ The answer to safe and comfortable family f fun in an easily 
trailered sailboat. she is a deluxe camp cruiser with a comfort- 
able style cabin or roomy daysailer et privacy features. She is 

_ quick and easy to rig and launch. — 
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The Caillou 

A BETTER SMALL BOAT... 

877 CAILLOU 
www. sail-or-paddle.com MANUFACTURING AND SALES 

1144 Windy Hill Drive ¢ Conway, South Carolina 295 6 

Al 

HANDMADE 
SEA AMANS KNives 

207-882-9820 

New 
Video 
$5 

Front 
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CUSTOM 
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Aquamotion Systems, 30 Cutler Street 
Warren, RI 02885 (401) 247-1482 
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