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On the Cover... 

The double-header snowstorm that hit 
the Northeast in early December did not stop 
six crews of Manhattan area high schools 
from competing in a foreshortened 9th Annual 
American Star rowing race in a sheltered 
corner of New York Harbor. Mary Nell 
Hawk’s report is featured in this issue. 
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Commentary... 
Bob Hicks, Editor 

Jim Thayer, who regales us several times 
a year with tales of small craft adventures at 
Kokopelli or to Baja California, has become 
quite distressed with the overwhelming 
presence of motorized America afloat on Lake 
Powell in Arizona where his Kokopelli 
adventure takes place annually, and in 
searching around for some way to mitigate 
this intrusiveness came up with a unique 
notion he chooses to call “Quiet Time.” I 
thought [I'd turn over this page to Jim to bring 
you the letter he wrote about this to the 
National Park Supervisor. 

“The recent discussion about the 
regulation of personal watercraft has 
crystallized my thinking on the matter of 
motorboats in general. Personal watercraft are 
regarded by a great many people, including a 
number of powerboaters, as a nuisance and a 
blight on the waterscape. They are undeniably 
noisy and their main use does not appear to 
be transportation per se, but rather exuberant 
roaring around merely for the sake of making 
noise, waves, and conspicuous display. 

At Lake Powell they are seldom a 
problem unless one happens to be near their 
base of operation, frequently a houseboat. We 
often camp at the very end of canyons to be 
beyond the reach of houseboats and larger 
motorboats. However, it seems to be 
incumbent upon PWC drivers to run their 
machines to the very end of every canyon. 
They are obviously not interested in the place 
itself or sightseeing since they immediately 
turn around and roar back out. 

PWCs are widely condemned because 
they are relatively new, tend to be run by 
young people, are obviously dangerous, and 
are, worst of all in the eyes of us mature 
boaters, pointless. In my view, personal 
watercraft at Lake Powell are not sufficiently 
obnoxious to warrant the trouble to try and 
regulate them. 

A far greater problem is powerboats of 
all kinds. The majority of boats at Lake 
Powell are obscenely overpowered and 
produce prodigious wakes, and the worst of 
the lot, by far, are the government regulated 
tour boats. I have just read, with a chuckle, 
your brochure’s admonition that “all vessels 
must operate at wakeless speed when within 
150° of another vessel.” Such a regulation is 
ludicrous. 

I don’t intend to present an impassioned 
brief for sailing. Suffice it to say that it is a 
valid, as well as benign, use of public waters. 
Furthermore, sailing for pleasure is 
incompatible with powerboating as practiced 
at Lake Powell. Consider how many square 

miles of water are stirred up by the average 
powerboat per hour. Multiply that by dozens 
or hundreds. When there is a nice breeze it’s 
bearable, but when the wind is light the poor 
sailor is nearly shaken to death. The wakes 
of these monsters in narrow canyons are a real 
menace. 

What can be done so that sailors, 
canoeists, and kayakers can share the 
attractions of Lake Powell? There is no point 
in discussing regulations, manners, 
consideration, or anything else that might 
modify the impact of powerboats. To even 
think about it is a waste of time. 

Likewise it is probably useless to try and 
set aside an area for the exclusive use of non- 
motorized craft. Motorboaters, like the ATV 
folk, would have a fit, nor would it satisfy 
most sailors. 

To sum up: 
1 . Sailors, canoeists, and kayakers are 

citizens, tax payers, and spenders. 
2. As such they have a right to use Lake 

Powell in a manner that gives them some 
enjoyment. The use of Lake Powell by non- 
motorized craft is unpleasant and, at times, 
dangerous due to the activity of motorboats. 

3 The activities of motorboats while on 
the water cannot be controlled. 

What to do? 
In theory at least, the Park Service could 

undertake to shepherd sailboats, convoying 
them from place to place and keeping 
powerboats at a distance. I doubt that many 
will embrace this plan. 

I do, however, have a plan to which there 
can be no serious objection. It is 
recommended by simplicity and fairness. 
Close Lake Powell to power boating for a 
short time each year. The last three weeks of 
October would be a good start. What fair 
minded person could object to giving up three 
weeks per year.? 

Give this time period nice name like 
“Quiet Time.” It would be a chance for the 
lake to rest, give the fish a chance to get some 
sleep, give the Park Service personnel a break 
after a hectic summer, and it might even save 
a little money. 

There might not be many participants the 
first year and the people in Page would 
scream, but I’m sure the numbers would grow 
rapidly when word of the joys of a calm lake 
got around. The idea might spread. Imagine 
every lake having a “Quiet Time.” 

Jim says he received no reply to his 
letter. It is unlikely to appeal to those who 
administer public lands for the greater good 
of the greater numbers of citizens. 
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Activities & Events... 

2004 New Year’s Day Row a Great Success 
CROPC has a fleet of oar-on-gunwale 

rowboats. New Year’s Day was especially 
calm and warm. We launched three One Two 
Three Freshet class boats and two non-club 
boats making a total of ten rowers on the 
water for a fine row, being possibly our larg- 
est New Year’s Day row since the inception 
of the club 21 years ago. Indeed we had a 
grand fleet on the river. 

We began our row from the club beach 
in Old Saybrook, Connecticut, rowed across 
the Connecticut River to Old Lyme, up along 
the scenic shores behind Calves Island, and 
back down. When spring arrives, anyone with 
an interest in rowing or paddling may join us 
on Sunday afternoons at 1 PM for informal 
rowing and paddling on the Connecticut 
River, weather permitting. Call (860) 388- 
2343 for confirmation. Bring your boats or 
use ours. 

CROPC monthly meetings are held the 
first Wednesday at 7 PM. The meetings are 
held at the headquarters of the Maritime Edu- 
cation Network, 203 Ferry Road, Old 
Saybrook, CT 06475, phone (860) 388-4180, 
http://www.oldsaybrookct.com/adulted/ 
all.htm, <maritime-edu @juno.com> 

Connecticut River Oar and Paddle Club, 
18 Riverside Ave., Old Saybrook CT 06475, 
(860) 388-2343, <jon.persson@snet.net>, 
http://www.tsca.net/CROPC/ 

Around the World Sail Program 
The Essex (MA) Shipbuilding Museum 

and Historical Society will present a program 
by Q and Taddie Bent of that community on 
the last leg (from France to Gloucester) of 
their round the world cruise in their 36’ sail- 
boat, Jolanthe, on Tuesday March 2 at 7:30 
PM at the Essex Elementary & Middle 
School. The $6 admission benefits programs 
at the Shipbuilding Museum. Bad weather 
postpones the program to Thursday, March 
4. Call the Museum at (978) 768-7541 for fur- 
ther info, MWF, 10 AM-4 PM. — 

Essex Shipbuilding Museum, Essex, 
MA 

Best of the Best! 
Come to the 25th Annual USS Consti- 

tution Shipwright Guild Juried Model Show 
and see over 120 models on display! Judges 
will select the best models in three skill lev- 
els and past award winners will compete in 
the “Best of the Best” category. Visitors will 
select the winner in the “Most Popular” cat- 
egory by voting for their favorite. 

The models will be on display at the USS 
Constitution Museum in the Charlestown 
Navy Yard National Park in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, beginning Tuesday, February 10, 
through Saturday, March 6. The USS Consti- 
tution Museum is open daily 10 AM to 5 PM. 
Admission to both the Museum and the model 
show are free. Donations are encouraged. 

USS Constitution Museum, Building 22, 
Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston, MA, (617) 
426-1812, www.ussconstitutionmuseum.org 
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Philadelphia Wooden Boat Factory 
Courses 

Although our 2004 boat building classes 
got underway in January, we have a number 
scheduled that begin in March running 
through May. Any readers who might be in- 
terested can request a catalog or visit our 
website. 

Philadelphia Wooden Boat Factory, 2045 
West Moyamensing Ave., Philadelphia, PA 
19145, (215) 755-2400, www:woodenboat 
factory.org 

Information of Interest... 

Exeter Museum Closed 
While the Illustrated Guide to Exeter 

Maritime Museum of Boats is interesting, you 
should accompany it with a note that points 
out it is only of historical value. This museum 
was Closed about five years ago. 

According to a rather old web page, the 
collection was being split between two sites, 
the Bristol Industrial Museum and a new mu- 
seum being set up at Lowestoft. The British 
vernacular craft were to go to Bristol and non- 
British craft to Lowestoft. I don’t know how 
much of the collection is actually on display 
today. 

I visited it about 25 years ago. With a 
collection of more than 100 small working 
boats from all over the world it was rather 
overwhelming for a half-day visit. 

Exeter is “a bit out of the way” unless 
you are heading to Cornwall. It would be a 
shame if your readers started out from Lon- 
don with no other aim but visiting the mu- 
seum. 

Wallace Venable, Morgantown, WV 

And Others Also 
In the spring of 2001 I planned a visit 

across the pond, including visiting some boat 
museums in England. My safari included 
museums in Portsmouth, Poole, Exeter, 
Bristol, Chester, and Greenwich. 

We found that the Poole Museum had 
shipped all the small boats away and that 
Exeter had gone bankrupt and all the boats 
had vanished. Portsmouth, Bristol, and the 
canal boat museum outside Chester were ex- 
tant and good. The National Marine Museum 
in Greenwich is good if you especially love 
Lord Nelson. They had one or two small 
wooden boats in the whole place. 

Obviously the feature you are running 
about the Exeter Museum is well out of date 
and readers should be cautioned that it is a 
historical piece and not a travel planner. 

Joe Spalding, Skaneateles, NY 
Editor Comments: In my January | 

“Commentary” I stated the following about 
the Exeter Museum catalog that reader David 
Pardoe had picked up “many years ago:” “I 
am now considering bringing this classic little 
catalog to you in its entirety as a winter sea- 
son sort of small craft gathering, maybe sort 
of like a virtual reality experience.” It hadn’t 
occurred to me that anyone actually might 
decide to up and fly over to have a look. So 

thanks to readers Venables and Spalding for 
advising us of the current status of the once 
upon a time Exeter Museum. 

Mac’s Recovering 
Thought I should fill people in on what 

has been happening in my life lately. 
WoodenBoat magazine has a section called 
“Across the Bar” that prints obits of promi- 
nent boatbuilders and designers. Well, I don’t 
know if I qualify for the prominent part, but I 
sure came close to crossing the bar. I could 
hear the breakers when I called 911. A triple 
bypass later I am still on this side of the bar. 
This has, however, made some major changes 
in my wife Alice’s and my lives. 

Alice and our cat are in an extended care 
facility, | am now home after a month and a 
half in the hospital and rehab. I had a few 
complications but seem to be progressing well 
now. I am afraid to open my shop until I have 
made further recovery, but should be back 
open for business by the end of January. Af- 
ter taking care of Alice for over a year, I can 
no longer help her, or she me, so we are sell- 
ing the house and I will try to find a small 
apartment near the shop for me. Whoever 
called these years the golden years wasn’t 
paying out almost a thousand dollars a month 
for prescription drugs. 

I knew something was wrong with my 
body before the heart attack but went to our 
gathering at Okefenokee in November any- 
way. I knew if I had problems that was not 
the place to be, mainly because it would spoil 
the trip for other people. Yet really either there 
or in my shop is where I would want to be 
when I do cross over the bar. 

Mac McCarthy, Feather Canoes, 3080 N. 
Washington Blvd., Unit 19, Sarasota, FL 
34234, <hmecar2360 @al.com> 

Racing Brick One Design 
The sailing club to which I belong has 

created a new one design developmental rac- 
ing sailboat based on the 8’ Bolger Brick, 
which is the easiest boat in the world to build. 
The hull is defined by the plans, but the sail 
rig and underwater fins are completely up to * 
the person building their own boat. 

For more info about this design and a 
list of people interested in racing it, see http:/ 
/www.shortypen.com/pdracer/ 

David Routh, 17N Timber Top Dr., The 
Woodlands, TX 77380 

“Sailing Back in Time” 
I thought it might be of interest to read- 

ers to learn that one of your longtime adver- 
tisers and a wooden boatbuilder from way 
back, Steve Kaulback, Adirondack Guideboat 
of Charlotte, Vermont, was featured on the 
front page of the Atlanta Journal Constitu- 
tion Sunday Metro section participating in the 
Atlanta Boat Show. The article was titled as 
above and subtitled, “1830s vintage craft a 
hit at boat show.” 

Steve and his assistant Steve Donahue 
were building one of his classic Adirondack 
Guideboats in the “quiet of the hallway” out- 
side the frenetic main halls chock a block full 
of consumer boats. 

Steve was quoted at the conclusion of 
the article, saying, “They'll come out of there 
with headaches and almost a sense of ex- 
pected mediocrity. Then they see these boats.” 

C. Keith Brasher, Alpharetta, GA 



Information Wanted... 

Chesapeake Baybird Class 
I have been trying to learn more about 

the origin of the Baybird class that was ap- 
parently built in small numbers by the Ox- 
ford (MD) Shipyard, a.k.a. Oxford Boatyard, 
in the late 1930s. This was a hard chine 
planked 27’ sloop with fixed keel. I believe 
that the Oxford shipyard was owned by J. 
Ramsey Speer at the time that the Baybirds 
were built. I visited the library of the Chesa- 
peake Bay Maritime Museum in St. Michaels, 
Maryland, but only found the 1938 Yachting 
magazine description of the boat. My father 
owned a Baybird from 1951 to 1955 (when I 
was two to six years of age). There is a hulk 
of a Baybird currently serving as a lawn deco- 
ration in Port Tobacco, Maryland (a sad 
sight!). 

James R. Niederlehner, 6609 Hidden 
Woods Ct., Roanoke, VA 24018 

Pn meee 

The rig Is modern and moderate in area 

Opinions... 

Is Sleeper Safe? 
Normally, one of the charms of MAIB is 

the variety of small craft that it discusses. 
Most of these craft offer no unusual dangers 
if they are handled by sober boatspeople with 
a reasonable amount of experience. I won- 
der, however, if this is true of the small boat 
“Sleeper,” a “cartoppable sailing cruiser” so 
far described in the 12/1 and 12/15 issues of 
MAIB? As far as I can make out, Sleeper is 
an 8’x 4’ essentially closed plywood box, cat- 
boat rigged, designed also to be rowed. Sleep- 
ing compartments are on either side of a cen- 
terboard well and a cockpit. Access to the 
compartments is through a forward hatch. The 
compartments are covered over with a ply- 
wood deck. 

On first glance Sleeper may seem to be 
an ingenious way to get maximum sleeping 
space out of a small, light, and versatile boat. 
On further thought, the design can be seen to 
be a coffin in which two people might suffo- 
cate or drown. The design is exactly the kind 
that would attract inexperienced children to 
go down into the sleeping compartments, ac- 
cidentally or intentionally close the hatch, and 
then be unable to escape. It has the well 
known dangers of discarded refrigerators that 

kill many children each year because their 
doors are left on. 

Perhaps I do not understand Sleeper’s 
design sufficiently. As far as I can see, the 
forward hatch is the only way that a person 
can get into or out of the sleeping compart- 
ments. The hatch door appears to be designed 
to be watertight when closed. When open, the 
hatch probably provides enough air for the 
occupants of the sleeping compartments. 
When closed, where are the air vent holes that 
prevent the “sleepers” from suffocating? In 
addition, what is to prevent the hatch from 
accidentally closing, or being closed, and 
being prevented from opening again? 

I have other questions about Sleeper’s 
design. It is designed to be rowed by a per- 
son sitting in the cockpit. This could be done, 
but if there are two people in the boat both 
cannot be in the cockpit. One must be sitting 
on the hatch. That will keep the hatch closed. 
Suppose there is a child in one of the sleep- 
ing compartments? 

In terms of how Sleeper will handle, it 
can be rowed, but only slowly. Also, it can 
sail, that also very slowly. I happen to have - 
built a boat somewhat like this myself and 
know a good deal about its handling capac- 
ity. Trying to power Sleeper with a small out- 
board motor would not be rewarding. Its top 
speed with a motor would be about the same 
as its top speed rowing. 

As aplace to sleep, I think Sleeper might 
also have a severe shortcoming for many 
people. Its bottom is round, that would make 
it more like sleeping in a hammock than sleep- 
ing on a table or floor. 

So, I have a number of problems with 
Sleeper as it is now designed, the main one 
being safety. 

Bradford Lyttle, Chicago, IL 

Yes, Sleeper is Safe 
I'd like to respond to Bradford Lyttle’s 

comments on my Sleeper design. I would 
because I believe that Sleeper is as safe as 
any small decked boat. Sleeper’s hatch cover, 
hinged on its forward edge, is very light and 
does not self latch. The hatch design, which 
you indicate you don’t understand, is a 
Maurice Griffiths’ design, a baffle system that 
allows air to circulate much in the same way 
as the dorade vent. 

While it is being rowed, a passenger may 
sit in the hatchway facing aft. The hatch cover 
may be fully or partially open to shield the 
passenger from wind and spray. Alternatively, 
a passenger may sit on the bridge deck with 
the hatch cover over his knees. 

Waterline length limits the speed of any 
displacement vessel, whether propelled by 
oars, sail or engine. Sleeper’s speed 1s com- 
parable to that of other displacement vessels 
of its length. One April I sailed with dozens 
of 8’ El Toros across the Golden Gate from 
Sausalito to San Francisco during the annual 
Bullships race. I finished in the middle of the 
fleet. 

While I can’t recommend it as a 
liveaboard, and although the berths are some- 
what “hammock shaped,” my daughter, 
friends, and I (not all at the same time) have 
spent numerous nights in comfort aboard. I 
feel Sleeper is just about the most boat you 
can get out of four sheets of quarter inch ply- 
wood. 

Derek Van Loan, Mill Valley, CA 
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Maura Hanrahan 
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By Maura Hanrahan 
Flanker Press, Ltd. 

The Newfoundland Publisher 
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St. John’s NL AIC 6K1 
(866) 739-4420 

$16.95 

Reviewed by Bob Hicks 

“Richard rushed into the kitchen with his 
bucket full of cranberries that had overwin- 
tered, and then stopped dead. His mother was 
standing by the wood stove, her dark face 
pulled taught. The words she had just spoken 
still hung in the air. ‘He’s only nine. He’s too 
young to go fishing.’” 

Thus opens this absorbing book about 
the harsh life of the Newfoundland fishing 
families from the late 1800s into the early 
1900s. It is presented as a novel by author 
Maura Hanrahan, but it is really a chronicle 
of her own grandfather’s life and that of his 
family. Presenting this as fiction allows her 
to envision conversations and reactions to 
actual happenings that her forbears experi- 
enced. 

I’m not much of a fan of maritime fic- 
tion so I had some predisposition to not care 
much for this book, but it grabbed me right 
off and I did the whole 200 pages in two sit- 
tings, remarkable for an old guy who falls 
asleep reading even the most interesting of 
books in the evening. I attribute this to the 
author’s writing style, it is stark and spare, 
just as was the life of these isolated fishing 
families along the south coast of Newfound- 
land. One of the things that writer Stephen 
King emphasized in his book on writing was 
to get rid of the all the descriptive adjectives 
and adverbs, and Maura seems to have 
adopted this. Her tale carries you along on 
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the strength of stark narration of events and 
credible recreations of conversations. 

That opening describes the day when 9- 
year-old Richard Hanrahan, Maura’s grand- 
father, abruptly ended his schooling, and thus 
his hopes for a better life, to go into the fish- 
eries at his father’s insistence. His father was 
a luckless loser in the economics of the fish- 
eries, crewing on dory fishing schooners off 
Newfoundland on the Grand Banks and never 
making enough money to get out of debt or 
to better the living conditions of his family. 
Richard’s mother was part Indian and a clas- 
sic example of the make-do women who had 
to survive in this harsh environment. 

Maura takes us through Richard’s life as 
a fisherman in which he grew to have some 
stature amongst his peers, eventually being 
offered skipper positions by schooner own- 
ers. His one attempt to get out of this danger- 
ous harsh livelihood, in 1935 when in his 40s, 
by.starting up a salting operation ashore came 
to nought as he was still struggling to build it 
up when he accepted a fateful call to skipper 
a schooner just one time to assist its youthful 
skipper on his first trip. 

The roles of the women who married 
these men and bore them many children are 
presented again in all the starkness of the life, 
the poverty, the make-do with little, and over 
all the dread of the bad news that a husband’s 
schooner was lost at sea, or if not the schoo- 
ner, then the dory from which he was fish- 
ing. 

Richard went out on that last trip despite 
his resolve to go fishing no more, and while 
his schooner’s dories were out hauling lines 
a sudden storm arose. Richard, alone on the 
schooner, apparently held his position await- 
ing the return of his dorymen. He didn’t come 
home and no sign of his body or the schoo- 
ner were found. 

Richard’s wife, Angela, had been all that 
these women had to be, as she carried on rais- 
ing their family for long periods alone while 
Richard was at sea, including suffering the 
deaths of two of their children. Her suffering 
now with no word on her husband’s fate was 
that endured by nearly all the families in the 
fisheries sooner or later. 

About two months later she had a visit 
from a priest from another community down 
the coast a ways who handed her a letter. “The 
following is the description of a body picked 
up on the beach at...” it began. It was her 
Richard, now she was a widow with children 
still growing up in her home. The letter went 
on to state that the body had been buried in 
Port Royal earlier in September. The priest 
asked if arrangements should be undertaken 

to have him removed to be buried at home 
amongst family and friends. 

Angela, who had remained impassive in 
the face of this overwhelming tragedy which 
had engulfed her life, replied, “Leave him to 
where he’s to. Leave him to where he’s to, 
he’s been through enough!” : 

Angela lived on another 50 years to 94, 
moving into St. John’s to give her growing 
children a chance at a better life. Her young- 
est son, Patrick, is the author’s father. And so 
today, two generations removed from her 
grandfather’s attempt to escape that doomed 
life, Maura Hanrahan is the successful author 
of over 400 newspaper and magazine articles, 
a former newspaper columnist and host of the 
CBC’s Fisheries Broadcast. She made good 
the escape opportunity that her grandmother 
set out to provide, yet her ties to that harsh 
life remain so strong that she has been able 
to recreate it for us all to better understand. 

A Dorymans 
DAY 

Captain RK. Barry Fisher 

A Doryman’s Day 

By Captain R. Barry Fisher 
Tilbury House Publishers, 

2 Mechanic St. Gardiner, ME 04345 
ISBN 0-88448-233-2 - $15 

Reviewed by Bob Hicks 

Here is a different look at the life of the 
doryman in the fisheries along the North At- 
lantic coast, by Captain R. Barry Fisher, who 
went on from his youth dory fishing in its fi- 
nal years in the late ‘40s to a Harvard educa- 
tion, advanced degrees in education and pro- 
fessorships, returning later in life to the Pa- 
cific Northwest fisheries in the ‘80s and ‘90s 
to help solve big problems there. He enjoyed 
a life that Maura Hanrahan’s grandfather 
could never aspire to 50 years earlier. 

This book is comprised of three vi- 
gnettes, the one which entitles the book 
formed a talk given by Captain Fisher at the 
Maine Maritime Museum in 1996. It is a look 



back from a life lived successfully and well, 
and hence has a fond viewpoint of the author’s 
youthful dory fishing days from which he 
quickly escaped. They thus tend to reinforce 
a somewhat romanticized vision of the life. 
Most of us tend to look back fondly on our 
youth, forgetting all the frustrations of that 
part of our lives. 

A Wharf Rat’s Tale tells how young 
Barry hung out around the Gloucester water- 
front picking up odd jobs connected with the 
fisheries just prior to WWII. A Doryman’s 
Day chronicles in detail how life was lived 
by the now 18-year-old Barry, fishing long 
lines trawl gear from a Grand Banks dory 
launched off the deck of a schooner. Myste- 
rious Ways of the Lord chronicles.a 1948 sea- 
son swordfishing rather than dory fishing and 

in the of telling us all about a trip in which 
the skipper “got religion.” 
___ This is a very readable book, the author 
is indeed a good storyteller and has a good 
memory of all the details of the life he led as 
a youth. The technical info about how dory 
fishing was done (as well as swordfishing) 
provide an education, not surprising coming 
from a professional educator. 

The author is quoted in the book as say- 
ing, “I have often thought that I was born a 
hundred years too late.” I wonder when I hear 
this sort of remark. Extrapolating his end of 
an era youthful dory fishing experience, from 
which he escaped to a future good life, back 
100 years somehow maybe doesn’t get it 
about what it was really like back then. Even 
‘if the Gloucesterman’s life 100 years ago 

wasn’t as harsh as Maura Hanrahan’s 
grandfather’s life was in Newfoundland, it 
was still a harsh and often foreshortened one. 
There is a cenotaph on the Gloucester water- 
front on which are inscribed the names of over 
7,500 Gloucestermen who went missing at 
sea over the century plus in which they went 
dory fishing from schooners on the Grand 
Banks. 

This business of “re-enactment,” even 
if only in one’s imagination, falls way, way 
short of even beginning to capture what those 
experiences were really like. Captain Fisher’s 
selected fond memoirs in this book do bring 
us an insight into how it was being doryman 
in his youth, in modern times when escape 
was readily at hand for him once the youth- 
ful adventure wore off. 

It was 6:26, Thanksgiving morning, I'd 
walked over to check out the dawn. In all our 
time here I’d never seen what greeted me. The 
sky was layered with heavy grey clouds which 
were shredded in places like a pair of jeans 

‘ blown out at the knees. Wherever these long 
thin rips in cloud cover were, the light was 
filtering through to reflect on the glassy sur- 
face of the Sound. Looking at the scene made 
me think of our recent aurora episodes. The 
rends in the aerial fabric left a chiaroscuro 
impressionistic pattern on the water. The tide 
was running out, having passed a particularly 
high spring tide of 11.1’ on Tuesday. There 
was enough motion under the apparently still 
surface that the reflections were blurred to 
make a wet on wet watercolorist’s technique 
look like the undulations of an ocean born 
aurora. 

Soon the light levels were enough for 
me to see the harbor seals hauled out at the 
day beacon. A neighbor across the street, 
whose home sits at the edge of the seawall, 
tells me they’ve been down here for over a 
month. Normally they stay in Maine until 
mid-December, to have them start their south- 
ern journeys in October may mean a very 
tough winter is brewing. 

I had gotten the yard put to bed for the 
arrival of weather from the polar regions, and 
was 90% done with covering the Crawford 
Dory. This season I’ ve tried a new technique, 
using 1/2” plastic plumbing pipe for a frame- 
work to layer with a tarp. Being familiar with 
these flexible pipes for garden projects, I set 
the ends 8”-10” into the ground on either side 
of the boat, bent them over, and set the oppo- 
site end into another hole. Due to the dory’s 
beam I needed to use two 10’ pieces and bend 
them over the thwarts amid-ship. The cap- 
tain was mildly amused by my basket weav- 
ing, and has mumbled dire predictions of the 
whole apparatus going “sproing” in the 
middle of the night. As that thought had also 
occurred to me as I was wrestling the resis- 
tant ends into their earthy sockets, I'll add a 
flexible riband of 1”x3”s along the ground 
and U-clip the pipe to the wood, possibly 
adding a few tent pegs to anchor the whole to 
the ground. The set up sure beats last season’s 
kludge of fence posts and odd lot landscape 
lumber. 

I plan to use two layers of covering, a 
4mm clear plastic sheet secured to the frame, 
then a woven tarp over that for solar protec- 
tion. | want to monitor the interior, having 
put the last coat of Cetol on as a Scotch Mist 

Window on the Wealex 

By Chris Kaiser 

Cover Your Boat 
Part | 

arrived without warning. I am curious as to 
its long term affect. 

The sun had risen to about 12 degrees 
off the horizon and was bursting through the 
ragged clouds to the east. Molten copper 
spilled over Cranes Beach and burned a path 
along the water to gild the exposed mussel 
beds just out front. Vulcan’s door cracked and 
the day had begun brilliantly. Counterpoint 
to the burst of hot light are the cold hollow 
echos of shots fired somewhere out of sight. 
My ears focused on the next report and I lo- 
cated the two muddy dogs romping about fa- 
tigue-clad figures over on Plum Island’s mud 
flats. I certainly didn’t see any ducks or geese 
within range. I hoped they have someone at 
home cooking a turkey because they didn’t 
seem too proficient or lucky. Roast sea gull 
would make even a hungry man hesitate be- 
fore committing fork and knife, at the mo- 
ment that was all that was anywhere near the 
hunters. 

Having survived the preparations, con- 
sumption, and cleaning up of the holiday 
meal, I returned to my window on the water 
to enjoy a breather before dessert. I can see 
two boats heading out, dressed with the now 
familiar grass skirts the occupants think fool 
the waterfowl into coming closer. Having just 
enjoyed a meal of what my ancestors would 
have needed to go hunting for, I can sit here 

and be doubly grateful that I have no need of 
hunting down my protein. 

The afternoon sun is fading over the hill 
and the small birds are at the feeders and also 
frolicking about in the rain water that has 
collected in the dory’s aft seat wells. I need 
to complete the framework with a few more 
fore to aft pipes. Once the pipes are secured, 
[ll layer the clear plastic over the framework, 
taping the edges securely to the pipes close 
to the ground and wrapping the excess around 
the bow to withstand the wind tunnel effect 
of the winter storms racketing between the 
houses. I should have another few days of 
moderate conditions left to get the job done. 
Someday I'll have a real boathouse to store 
the various craft in, for now we’ll rely on Yan- 
kee ingenuity to fit the bill. 

Quarrier Boats 

Race Winning Fixed Seat Rowing Boats 
Fast, Durable, Good Looking 

P.O. Box 125, Alstead, NH 03602 - (603) 835-6985 

http://qboats.home.comcast.net 

New 15’ Ballast Keel 

15° C.B: 

16-"’ B.K. 

18’ - 21’ 23’ 

=, 

FERNALD’S MARINE 
Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 

(978) 465-0312 
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The winning crew from Graphic Arts Communication High School, coxed by Mary Betts. 

The weather had been forecast accu- 
rately since midweek. A storm from the south 
would hit New York City on Friday and an- 
other from the west on Saturday morning. By 
Friday afternoon, the out-of-town rowing 
teams planning to arrive by bus for this 9th 
annual invitational rowing race had rightly 
and reasonably withdrawn. 

Floating the Apple organizers had de- 
cided not to call the race until Saturday morn- 
ing and assured local crews with subway ac- 
cess that they were welcome to Pier 40’s Vil- 
lage Community Boathouse, West Houston 
Street, for what would most likely turn into a 

Setting the thole pins. 

Setting up oars. 

Floating the Apple’s 

9th Annual 
American Star Race 

By Mary Nell Hawk 

cancelled race, hot drinks, bagels, soup, 
burgers, and a snowy day of sociability in- 
side the boathouse. As indicated in Floating 
the Apple information and invitations, orga- 
nizers retained the right to make last minute 

adjustments to the course or cancel the race, 
due to wind and weather, on race day. 

The original schedule called for boats 
to go in the water at 0800, practice rounds at 
0900, eliminations would begin at 1000, and 
the final race at about 1300. As adult rowers/ 
volunteers interested in youth activities at Pier 
40, my friend Philip Yee and I planned to be 
at the pier by 0900, and at 0800 we got a 
phone call, 17 teams scheduled, six teams 
showed up. The kids were there, the race was 
ON!! 

We arrived in the snow to find that the 
Hudson River Park Trust had cleared walk- 
ways by tractor, one 25’ Whitehall gig was in 
the water, and timed laps around two buoys 
in the sizable cove were underway, sheltered 
on the north by the massive Pier 40. The 
newly configured race course was about 400 
yards total. Starting and ending point was near 
the boathouse door and ladder, and therefore 
turns were required twice, once at each of the 
course. A chase boat was nearby at all times. 

The gig chosen for the race was the 
newly freshened up Taxi, one of the earliest 
boats built by Floating the Apple, at their first 
boathouse near Times Square. The standby 
was East River C.R.E.W.’s Whitehall gig, 
Saint David. 

Racing in the snow, of course, is noth- 
ing new to kindred organizations such as the 
Hull Lifesaving Museum on Boston Harbor, 
whose annual winter races, the “Icebreaker” 
and the “Snow Row,” have become open 
water rowing Classics. Also, of course, the 
working rogyboats of 19th century New York 
did their job winter and summer. Nonethe- 
less, for the New Yorkers on hand, a race in 
the snow was a chilling, yet exciting, possi- 
bility. Coincidently, or perhaps providentially, 
race time that morning fell just between the 
departure of the first storm and the arrival of 
the second. 

Whitehall gig youth rowing events at 
Pier 40 are always eventful and fun due to 
support from our hosts at Pier, Park, and Play- 
ground, the Hudson River Park Trust, and 
Floating the Apple’s community of adult row- 
ers. When it opened in the 1950s, Pier 40 was 
a state of the art Holland American passen- 
ger and cargo facility, New York’s largest 
marine terminal in its day. Now it is chal- 
lenged to reinvent itself as a historic mari- 
time resource, part of New York’s park sys- 
tem, offering recreational and educational 
activities to all. As well as generating income, 
Pier 40, the largest single space in Hudson 
River Park, must remain a symbol of, and 
gateway to, the region’s most extensive open 
space, its rivers and harbor. 



Youth from three organizations com- 
peted on December 6th. Two crews hailed 
from Graphic Arts High School and were 
coached by Johann Ovalle, an alumnus who 
had participated in Floating the Apple row- 
ing/boat building while in high school and 
who is currently on staff with both the New 
York Harbor High School and Rocking the 
Boat. 

New York Harbor High School, newly 
formed this year, arrived with 15 freshmen, 
their principal Nathan Dudley, founder 
Murray Fisher, and three teachers. One 
NYHHS teacher, Brendan Malone, a gradu- 
ate of the Sound School in New Haven, Con- 
necticut, and leader of the 1999 building of 
FTA’s Whitehall gig Rachel Carson, coached 
the three NYHHS crews. Adam Green, 
founder and president of Rocking the Boat, a 
youth boatbuilding and enrichment program 
in the Bronx, brought an enthusiastic crew 
from RTB that participated as well. 

Upon our arrival at Pier 40 that Satur- 
day morning, Mary Betts, a high school se- 
nior and daughter of Floating the Apple 
boatbuilder extraordinaire, Don Betts, was on 
deck watching the heats prior to her coxing a 
crew from Graphic Arts High School. Seeing 
me photograph action at davit and ladder, she 
mentioned that perhaps her dad would invite 
me on the chase boat to assist and take pic- 
tures. [ asked and Don agreed, so some of the 
photos you see here were taken from that per- 
fect vantage point on the water. 

When the racing was done by around 
noon, Mary’s crew from Graphic Arts had 
taken first place and one of the three crews 
from the New York Harbor High School was 
runner-up. Race commissioner John Tichenor 
offered congratulatory words, a few more 
photos were taken, lunch was finished, and 
racers, teachers, and adult volunteers headed 
home with a super feeling of accomplishment 
that comes from doing the seemingly impos- 
sible, racing rowboats on a snowy day in New 
York City. 

Haulout at days’ end. 

Rowers in action. 

Thanks to FTA staff and adult volunteers. 



Taken some years ago, this photo shows the layout at Kingston’s Jones River Landing. The three taller structures at left and in the background are 
houses not connected with the boatyard. The house in the center background is the 1674 Major John Bradford house, also a_ historic site. 
Improvements now underway at this riverside location will make it into a major center for rowin 
people leading this worthy project deserve great credit and full support for their efforts. 

A Kingston 
Boatyard Revival 

The Jones River in Kingston, Massachu- 
setts, is not as large or well known as are other 
New England streams, but it has played a sig- 
nificant role in this area’s marine history. The 
earliest 17th century settlers built simple util- 
ity boats. Ships used during and after the 
Revolutionary War were crafted on the shores 
of this river. It, by the way, was named after 
Christopher Jones, captain of the Pilgrims’ 
ship Mayflower. The Kingston Public Library 
has an extensive collection of good literature 
on Kingston’s long boatbuilding history. 

In its lower stretch the river experiences 
a tidal rise and fall averaging 9’. This effect 
does not exist above the dam at the town 
waterworks on Elm St. Its flow over the years 
fed water to several mills of different kinds 
along its length. It wends its way through ru- 
ral areas about six miles inland to the large 
Silver Lake. 

In 1870 young George Shiverick, from 
a famous Cape Cod shipbuilding family, had 
established a good reputation for building fine 
catboats at the Sesuit River in East Dennis. 
Boating enthusiasts urged him to come to 
Kingston and build catboats and other craft 
for pleasure use on the bay that extends from 
Duxbury south to Plymouth. By that time, in 
between turning out everything from row- 
boats to ocean going ships, Kingston yards 
turned out commercial and fishing craft of 
various types. 

In 1895 Shiverick built a shop in which 
to ply his trade. It’s still standing and, as you 
will soon see, is soon to be the scene of inter- 
esting activities. After Shiverick’s passing, 
from 1940 up to a few decades ago, fine 
wooden sporting boats were built there by 
Linde and Mackenzie. After World War II, 
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Jones Ja iver 

Landing 

By Bob Whittier 

however, the public’s interest turned to boats 
of fiberglass. For the last two decades the 
LaPlante family ran a pleasure boat and mo- 
tor sales and service business on the site. 

Unfortunately this boatyard was located 
on a long but narrow piece of land that does 
not afford the extensive storage space that 

. seems to be standard for today’s marine 
dealerships. Also, at low tide the water in this 
yard’s area is so shallow as to discourage the 
coming and going at will of larger 
powerboats. And it’s a bit narrow and wind- 
ing for serious sailing. 

In July of 2003 ownership of this yard 
was transferred to a group of Kingston resi- 
dents having strong interests in ecology and 
local history. This Jones River Watershed 
Association has for some years been much 
concerned about neglect of this historical 
river, including such matters as pollution from 
rainwater runoff and fertilizers. Also, the fish 
population was in decline due to missing or 
deteriorated fish ladders. They saw this riv- 

g and recreational boat building. The enterprising 

erside property, now called the Jones River 
Landing, as an ideal base for their activities. 
Under the associated Jones River Marine 
Ecology Center an interesting and worthwhile 
range of activities is planned. 

Because of crowding at nearby 
Duxbury’s Snug Harbor waterfront, the Team 
Saquish Rowing Club has already moved its — 
pilot gigs to Jones River. There’s little, 
powerboat traffic in that stretch of the river 
upstream of the town landing at the end of 
River St., and also there’s a 3mph speed limit 
for such powerboats as do wish to venture up 
to Jones River Landing. Those seeking to 
enjoy rowboats, canoes, and kayaks thus have 
the river pretty much to themselves. 

Four interconnected buildings form the 
establishment. They are old (meaning full of 
atmosphere and character) and in need of 

upgrading. Much of the needed work is be- 
ing done by volunteers and one senses a grow- 
ing spirit of camaraderie among them. This 
place is noticeably on the informal, come as 
you are side. 

Plans include establishing this spring a 
store that will sell a mixture of things rang- 
ing from local historical material to bait and 
tackle. Billington Sea Kayaks of Plymouth 
will have their offerings on sale. Reuben 
Smith, proprietor of Tumblehome Boatshop, 
will soon set up shop in the historic Shiverick 
building to build and repair wooden craft. He 
will also offer classes in wooden boat build- 
ing. 

As time and finances permit, another 
building will be remodeled to serve as a con- 
ference hall and yet another to serve as an 
ecology center. 

You can catch a fleeting glimpse of Jones 
River Landing as you pass over the river 
bridge on the southbound lane of Rt. 3. Pas- 
sengers on the Plymouth to Boston commuter 
trains get a little better view as the train 
crosses the bridge a bit upstream. To get there 



by car, take Exit 10 off of Rt. 3, go west a bit 
to the shopping center, then turn left and head 
south. Shortly before reaching the small busi- 
ness center near the railroad tracks take Maple 
St. on the left. It will lead straight to the Land- 
ing. At present it’s operating on an erratic 
schedule. Before going there check with Pine 
DuBois, President or Ron Maribett, Director 
of Development, at (781) 585-2000. If no 
answer, try again later. When you go, wear 
dungarees and bring your carpenter’s tools 
with you. If you like this magazine, you’ll 
love Jones River Landing! 

The Shiverick 
Boatyard 

(Delivered with extemporaneous asides, 
and gestures at the Jones River Village 

Historical Society, May 11, 1985, 
by Ethel Penney Shiverick) 

George Willis Shiverick was born in 
1870 and he died in 1943. He grew up in East 
Dennis on Cape Cod, a grandson of one of 
the renowned Shiverick clipper ship build- 
ers. Perhaps that is where he received his in- 
spiration, but that is not where he learned his 
trade. The clipper ship era had passed by this 
time. George became an apprentice to the 
Hanley boatbuilders of Monument Beach, liv- 
ing for awhile in a truly Dickensian manner, 
sleeping in a bleak attic room, sweltering in 
summer, freezing in winter. He used to tell of 
having to chew the leather of his shoes some 
winter mornings to soften them so that he 
could put them on! 

Once on his own, with a boat shop on 
the Sesuit river in East Dennis near the site 
of the Shiverick clipper ship yard, George 
began to make his own reputation building 
and racing catboats. In 1895 George, now 25 
years old, came to Kingston at the urging of 
some of the town’s boating and racing enthu- 
siasts. He leased from the Holmes family, for 
the grand sum of $10 a year, a small piece of 
land on the Jones River near where the Stoney 
Brook flows. Here, over a period of 45 years, 
he built some of the finest sailboats and power 
launches of all time. 

In 1898 George married a girl from 
Chiltonville, lived for a time in an apartment 
on Landing Road, and then built a home on 
Stoney Brook Hill. There is no accurate 
record of the number of boats he built in 
Kingston. Most of his papers were discarded 
by him shortly after his retirement. A few pho- 
tographs, designs, sail plans, and some work- 
ing half models have been given to the Mys- 
tic Seaport Museum in Connecticut. Also at 
this museum are two or three of Mr. 
Shiverick’s boats. Among them is a sailboat 
owned by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, which 
the former President used for several years 
off Campobello in Maine. 

I became acquainted with George 
Shiverick when I was about 12 years old. On 
his way walking to and from his shop he 
would stop occasionally to visit with my fa- 
ther, who had a small craft shop where he built 
pine furniture. Often we would visit the boat 
shop, always a fascinating place to me and 
my brother, Fred. I’m sure it was due to Mr. 
Shiverick’s influence that my brother was to 
build two boats. A 17’ speedboat was quite 
unpopular on the Jones River, there was no 

3mph speed limit in those days! Later my 
brother built a 23’ auxiliary sloop completed 
after Mr. Shiverick had retired, just prior to 
World War II. Mr. Shiverick supervised, un- 
officially, of course, the construction of this 
boat. [remember well his being quite annoyed 
with Fred over some of his methods. My 
brother was quick to correct those, and when 
the Hurricane was launched at Long Point 
Marine in Duxbury Mr. Shiverick sat at the 
wheel. 

The boatyard was sold in 1940 to Myron 
Linde of Duxbury and then to MacKenzie. 
They, in turn, built and launched fine boats 
there. Later Franklin Zwicker used the place, 
mostly for boat storage. The original build- 
ing still stands with later additions. It is now 
owned by Neale and Marge LaPlante and 
known as Landing Marine. 

[have mentioned just a few facts for the 
edification of those who never had the op- 
portunity to know Mr. Shiverick and his craft, 
those who have never had the chance to run 
their fingers over the smooth, satiny finish of 
the native white cedar planking, to admire the 
handsome brightwork of mahogany and of 
metal, the graceful curve of the bow, the me- 
ticulous workmanship and craftsmanship. 

Mr. Shiverick had many tales of sailing 
experiences. I'd like to share one with you. 
He said this was a true account that happened 
out on Kingston Bay. About the turn of the 
century, a local church group chartered a sail- 
ing craft for an afternoon pleasure trip. While 
they were out on the bay a sudden summer 
squall came up. I understand one definition 
of a squall is “when the wind blows like hell!” 
The Captain had to lower sail quickly to avoid 
capsizing. The minister of this flock of land- 
lubbers had chosen to sit near the bow of the 
boat. 

The Captain hurried forward and in pass- 
ing shouted to the minister, “Go aft.” The 
Reverend looked inquiringly at the Captain 
but didn’t move. The situation was rapidly 
worsening and the Captain, in his anxiety, 
shouted even louder, “God dammit, go aft!” 
The minister then moved rapidly to the stern 
of the boat. When the emergency was past 
and all was silent once more, the Captain ap- 
proached the minister and apologized for his 
inappropriate profanity. The Reverend, in 
turn, apologized for his delay in responding 
to orders, admitting that he didn’t know what 
“aft” meant but knew he should get as far 
away as the boat would allow from this irate 
man. 

Mr. Shiverick made a definite contri- 
bution to Kingston and in boating circles his 
name and reputation are still remembered 
with honor. He was a fine gentleman and hon- 
est and true craftsman and a credit to the town 
of Kingston. 

I have been married for 42 years to Mr. 
Shiverick’s only son, Roger. 

‘Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessings of the 

Lord” (Deut 16:16) 

Needed: Boats and nautical gear 

Cruising Ministries 
6110 Florida Ave. 

New Port Richey, FL 34653 
(727) 849-3766 

cruisingministries @ hotmail.com 

New from Compass Classic Yachts 

14’ CLASSIC CAT 
Se ann marammmnnt tna 

Good looks * Seats 
Easy handling * Cockpit room 

Speeds 44 » * Comfort 
Versatility * §-— * Stability 

Forgiveness * * Low maintenance 
LOA 14’ « ; we 6 Affordable price 
Beam 7’ « * SA 130 sq. ft. 

Draft 10” + * Displacement 600# 

| 
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DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Compass Classic Yachts, Inc. 

Box 143, South Orleans, MA 02662 
Shop 80 Rayber Rd., Orleans, MA 

(508) 255-5187, (508) 240-1032 

ATLANTIC 
COASTAL 
KAYA KER 
Starting our 13th season 

with the March 2004 issue 

Would you like to read 
more, lots more, about 

sea kayaking? 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
Atlantic Coastal Kayaker 
will bring you 40 pages 
monthly all about sea 

kayaking, 10 times a year 
(March through December) 

All this for only $22 
(10 issues)! 

Like to see a sample issue? 
Just ask. 

Subscription Order Form 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Sidlce ee = eID): 

Send check for $22 payable to: 

Atlantic Coastal Kayaker 
P.O. Box 520, Ipswich, MA 01938 
(978) 356-6112 (Phone & Fax) 



Looping To Flamingo 
Since this trip was left somewhat unfin- 

ished, I had to come back another year and 
finish Cape Sable. I also wanted to see what 
damage Hurricane Andrew had done in the 
Everglades (in August 1992) since I had seen 
it just months before the storm. But car 
shuttles were out, they were too complicated 
and expensive. So I planned to paddle down 
to Flamingo and back again in 10 or 11 days. 
As a matter of fact, I did it twice in the next 
couple of years (1995 and 1999). 

In both cases I paddled down to Fla- 
mingo in four days, stopping at Mormon Key, 
Highland Beach, and Joe River on the way to 
Flamingo, then around Cape Sable and criss- 
cross back to Everglades City. My 1999 trip 
was my favorite, even though the first four 
days were quite strenuous. I was eating up 
the miles and challenged myself to do most 
of it by memory and not by chart. I loved it 
and was in a good mood crossing Oyster Bay 

The path of Hurricane Andrew. 

Sunrise on Sunday Bay Chickee. 

Ten Years 

In The Everglades 
Part 2 

By Reinhard Zollitsch 

towards Joe River when suddenly a thunder- 
storm appeared on the western sky. I had al- 
most made it to Joe River but prudently 
stopped at a mangrove point opposite Mud 
Bay to put on my rain gear and let the light- 
ning pass by. 

I was barely dressed and set in my boat, 
holding onto a tree root with my left hand 
and an overhanging branch with my right to 
keep my boat from being pushed into the 
mangroves, when a sudden wind gust of 50- 
60mph hit me. I held on for dear life like a 
green apple which was not quite ready to be 

ripped off the tree. Waves formed instantly 
and the wind was blowing the tops off hori- 
zontally. 

Fortunately I had my stern and back to 
the wind and the waves were deflected some- 
what by the point I was hanging onto. But I 
had to hold on with all my strength, while at 
the same time keeping the boat from veering 
to either side, especially keeping it from hang- 
ing up under the mangrove trees on my left 
side and filling up or flipping. It was a bad 
situation and in my mind I was preparing for 
plan B (get out, tie up the boat if you can, 
and to heck with the gear) and plan C (get 
out and let go of the whole enchilada and hope 
to be picked up by somebody later and try to 
retrieve my gear). 

Soon my boat was filling with water, 
from above and from waves jumping aboard. 
I had to bail to stay afloat. Fortunately my 
bailer was tied on beside my seat so I could 
reach it easily and simply let go of it when 
my boat was getting out of control. 

I must have hung there with my upper 
arm muscles screaming with pain for 45 plus 
minutes, but I could not let go completely and 
go on until about an hour or even more had 
passed. I was truly humbled by the forces of 
nature and felt fortunate to have something 
to hang onto. When I phoned home the next 
day from Flamingo, I learned that my dear 
wife was truly worried about me. Back home 
in Maine, Nancy had watched the national 
weather report on the TV Weather Channel 
that morning and heard the meteorologist 
(pointing to the Florida Everglades area) say, 
“If you know anyone down there who is out 
on the water, tell them to get out of there fast. 
This storm means business.” 

But after this stormy interlude the trip 
picked up nicely. I especially enjoyed going 
out around Sable Island and then all the way 
up Shark River into Tarpon Bay and on up 
tiny Avocado Creek to Cane Patch. This 
ground site is way up the Shark River Slough, 
the watery grassland, so beautifully and elo- 
quently described by Marjorie Stoneham 
Douglas in her book The Everglades: The 
River of Grass (see appendix). Camp Lone- 
some was another of the most remote upriver 
overnight campsites like Willy Willy. 

Nancy in the Everglades 
In 1996 my wife wanted to join me in 

the Glades and I was delighted. Nancy and I 
had done lots of other canoe camping trips 
together, alone and with the kids. So I had a 
lovely seven day round trip planned for the 
two of us with all my favorite haunts, Sun- 
day Bay, Sweetwater, Plate Creek, South 
Lostman, New Turkey Key, Rabbit Key, and 
we felt very lucky to get all our first choices 
(you have to make reservations in person, not 
more than 24 hours ahead). 

The trip started out super, some wind but 
not too much, warm but not too hot. Sunday 
Bay had spectacular sunrises and sunsets, 
Sweetwater treated us to a vigorous rumbling 
chorus of bull gators, and Alligator and Plate 
Creek were filled with more gators than I had 
seen in all the previous years together. The 
big guardian of the creek blocked the exit to 
Alligator Bay and seemed very reluctant to 
move out of the way for us. But since the 
current was drifting us inexorably towards 
him, it boiled down to a “heads or tail” call. 
Nancy chose “tails” and the gator dropped 
under our boat at the very last minute. We 



held our breath, and I was ready for a low 
brace (as if that would have helped)! Equally 
exciting were two dolphins charging through 
there at full speed, throwing a tremendous 
wake and bounding us into the mangroves. 
But the best wildlife was still to come. 

When we arrived at Plate Creek Chickee, 
a 10’x12’ wooden platform with a roof over 
it, a 6’ diamond backed rattlesnake had al- 
ready taken up residence on the tiny mound 
attached to this chickee and was reluctant to 
leave. While we had our PB&J sandwiches 
in one corner, it finally decided it had had 
enough company and needed more space, 
slunk into the water, and swam across the little 
bay to the opposite shore, which was all right 
by us. But all night we heard little footsteps 
on the roof, our tent, and on the wooden plat- 
form. A very active scene which we could 
only hear but not see (mostly cotton rats, I 
suppose). 

Then the winds came up from the north- 
east and the trip took on a completely differ- 
ent character. We howled down Onion Key 
Bay and South Lostman’s River and decided 
not to go to Highland Beach, but rather hole 
up on the little island right at the mouth of 
the river. But then it got even worse, the tem- 
perature dropped overnight from the 80s 
down into the 30s!! And Nancy had trouble 
keeping warm, despite polypropylene long 
underwear, polar fleece sweater, Goretex suit, 
wool socks and hat, gloves, aluminum sur- 
vival blanket, and rain tarp. She was definitely 
hypothermic. 

The wind was fierce and blew the wa- 
ter, so it seemed, all the way to Mexico. We 
were way offshore, me mostly pulling the boat 
across the shallows with Nancy bundled up 
in the bow. At Hog Key we had to stop so I 
could hug some warmth back into her. Then 
we slugged on again as before to New Tur- 
key. I used my marine radio, calling for help 
from any motor boat. But there was nobody 
else out there and the National Park Service 
does not monitor any frequency, only the 
Coast Guard in Fort Myers (channel #16) and 
we were definitely out of reach. 

The cold, wind, and rain continued. 
Nancy recovered somewhat in the tent, in the 
sleeping bag with me beside her and with food 
and hot drinks, but next morning we had to 
move on again, 11 miles to Rabbit Key. I so- 
loed again with Nana bundled in the bow be- 
ing tossed back and forth in the waves, end- 
ing up black and blue all over her body. She 
had a hard time convincing the doctor back 
home how she got to be so bruised all over. 
That night our igloo tent almost totally col- 
lapsed, but it popped up again and did not 
tear. 

The third day we experienced more of 
the same. Wind, cold, and rain to boot, but I 
pushed as hard as I could back to Everglades 
City where we knocked at the first trailer door 
we came to, were warmly received, and even- 
tually driven to a motel in town to warm up. 
It was either that or a hospital, and since there 
was none, we opted for the Captain’s Place. 

Father and Daughter Sojourn 
in the Glades 

Nancy made it fine through this ordeal, 
but needless to say is very cautious about 
going on another “spring” wilderness canoe 
trip. But recently my oldest daughter Brenda 
(in her early 30s) thought the Everglades 
would be fun, at least to try it once, and this 

Crocodile (!) at Flamingo put in with daughter Brenda. 

Author in canoe eating orange. 



year’s spring break was already our third trip together in the Glades. I especially like to see her relax from 
her stressful administrative job and enjoy what nature has to offer, from the significant, like alligators and. 
a 7’ crocodile at our put-in in Flamingo, and a pod of 17 manatees stampeding under our boat near Hog 
Key, down to the smallest buggy creatures and plants. 

She catches scenes and moods and action on film, but also describes and draws them in her trip log. 
We both enjoy the chalky green expanse of the Gulf waters, the myriad of different birds and plant life, but 

Information . 

Charts: NOAA #11430, #11432, #11433 
William G. Truesdell, A Guide to the Wilderness Waterway of the Everglades National Park, 

University of Miami Press, 1985 
Dennis Kalma, Boat and Canoe Camping in the Everglades Backcountry and Ten 

Thousand Island Region, Florida Flair Books, 1991 
Allan de Hart, Adventuring in Florida, The Sierra Club Travel Guide to the Sunshine State, Sierra 

Club Books, 1991 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, The Everglades: River of Grass, 1947 
Totch Brown: Totch. A Life in the Everglades, University Press of Florida, 1993 
Reinhard Zollitsch, 61 North Main Ave., Orono, ME 04473, (207)866 4872, <reinhard @ maine.edu> 
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especially the shiny, translucent 
green of the mangrove leaves in 
the early sunlight, a very sooth- 
ing, calming sensory experience. 
Next moment we are on the look- 
out for rare sightings, like the elu- 
sive anhinga, a roseate spoonbill, 
or a purple gallinule, or simply 
enjoying making our boat go. 

Brenda is a fearless paddler, 
being a Maine whitewater raft 
guide on weekends, and does not 
mind bounding around in the of- 
ten strong trade winds and 
choppy seas. She also is a quick 
learner in the navigation depart- 
ment and has her own charts and 
compass mounted on the bow 
deck in front of her. Most days 
she is the navigator. Since she can 
only take a week off from work, 
we do loops, or last year the 
whole enchilada from Flamingo 
back to Everglades City. After the 
father/daughter trip, I normally 
go for another loop by myself. 

The Rite Of Spring 
Over the years my 

Evergladian adventure has 
changed in character, from fol- 
lowing the 100-mile long official 
wilderness waterway from Ever- 
glades City to Flamingo to doing 
various sized loops to avoid 
costly car shuttles. I learned to 
combine the best of two worlds, 
camping in the mangrove forests 
with island hopping along the 
Gulf Coast. Each year I adven- 
tured more off the beaten path, 
searching for new routes to more 
remote sites, and tried to do as 
many stretches as possible from 
memory, like the “oldtimers” 
used to do (rather than with a 
NOAA chart in front of me). Tra- 
versing the Shark River Delta on 
ever new routes remains one of 
my favorite, most delightful navi- 
gational challenges. 

While I continue to relish 
my usual solo solitude, I also 
greatly enjoy sharing the experi- 
ence with family members and 
delight in watching them grow 
into the landscape, replacing their 
initial skepticism with relaxed 
joy. But please don’t ask me to 
go with or lead a group bigger 
than two. It would spoil the tran- 
quil mood of the Glades. For me, 
losing myself in the Everglades 
and recharging my innermost self 
has become a veritable rite of 
spring, which I look forward to 
all those cold and snowy, people 
filled winter months in Maine. 

After ten years in the 
Glades, or rather a bit over 100 
days during spring, I feel very 
much in tune with that part of 
Florida, at least during that sea- 
son. And I cannot tell you how 
different it is from the rest of 
Florida, or from what most of my 
students are doing as fun in the 
sun. 



The canoe was pitching violently as it 
made its way through the Stony Toothed Rap- 
ids. The canoe, a Mad River Explorer, was 
made for just this sort of river. I was pad- 
dling bow for Jim. I just hoped that I could 
handle the rapids as well as the boat was do- 
ing. 

We were in a boulder field that contin- 
ued around the bend about a quarter mile 
away. There were pillows 3’ high ahead and 
inside of each pillow was a piece of Cana- 
dian shield. The water was slashing all around 
us and some was reaching as high as my face. 

I shouted over the roar, “How much 
more can we take before she swamps?” 

Jim was real cool in this kind of stuff. 
His reply was, “Just around the bend is one 
of the worst spots on the whole river. Folks 
call it the Dragon Slayer.” 

“Can we handle it?” I asked. I was be- 
ginning to doubt my ability. 

“No problem if you keep your cool,” he 
answered. “There is a 3’ drop, hit it right and 
you slide right on through, hit it sideways 
and...we don’t want to hit it sideways.” 

We came around the bend and there it 
was. It looked awesome. The whole river 
poured between a row of rocks. Sharp rocks, 
they looked like teeth. “Dragon Slayer,” I 
said, “looks more like the dragon’s mouth!” 

“Do you see the chute just to the right 
of center?” asked Jim. “Watch out though, 
there is a real strong set to the left. You aim 
high and [ll keep my end behind you.” 

I try to follow orders. I am paying this 
guy quite a bit for his expertise. Jim is more 
than just a guide, he is the owner of Great 
North Adventures. I was really glad to have 
his experience in the other end of the boat 
with me. , 

- We were getting set to the left quite 
strongly now and we were closing very fast 
on the rocks. “Draw,” was all Jim had to say. 
I was already doing just that. Jim was back 
paddling on the port side and I was reaching 
out over the starboard bow trying to get back 
on a line that would carry us through the chute 
into the safe water below. 

Jim was slowing the boat and bringing 
the stern to the right. We were doing a classic 
ferry. It was a struggle but we were moving 
to the right. Just when I thought I was going 
to collapse, the bow cleared a Volkswagen- 
sized rock and Jim hollered, “Okay, go!” 

I gave a half-hearted forward stoke, 
that’s all I had left in me, and the boat slid 
into the V and pitched down as it went over 
the ledge. A moment later we were safely 
below Stony Toothed Rapids. We had taken 
on some water but nothing that a nearly empty 
canoe couldn’t handle. I started to bail in the 
bow as Jim reached for his waterproof bag 
and got out a radio. 

“Bill, Jim, what’s your ETA?” he asked 
into the radio. The radio came to life and Bill’s 
voice came through clearly. “I just left Tom’s 
Lodge, it will take me about 20 minutes. That 
okay?” 

“That will be perfect, we have to get 
some water out of this Explorer and paddle 
out to the point. Do you have #3 with you?” 

“Got #3 and your lunch if you’re ready,” 
came back on the radio. 

“Wop wop” sound off to the southwest. 
Very soon I could see a helicopter coming 
across the lake headed our way. 

j When we landed Jim tied the bow 
painter to a large driftwood log. “We don’t 

The Perfect 
Canoe Trip 

(Purely Fiction*) 

By Mississippi Bob 

want this thing to blow away,” he said to me. 
As the chopper got closer I recognized it as 
an H34. This was a machine built by Sikorsky 
just after the Korean War. “She might be old 
but we had a turbine installed when I bought 
her. She can lift a lot more load than they did 
back when the army bought her in the “50s,” 
said Jim. 

The chopper came in over the point low 
and came to a hover, then settled in on the 
end of the point. As the blades wound down 
the pilot opened his hatch and climbed down 
to meet us. “This is our pilot, Bill,” said Jim. 
“Who do you have with you, Tom or Sally?” 
Jim asked. 

I flew out with Sally today,” said Bill. 

“She does lunch much better than Tom and 
she’s always happy to get some stick time.” 

We all got introduced and Jim said, 
“Let’s get #3 out while Sally gets lunch 
ready.” We all walked over to the chopper. 
Bill opened up the side door and climbed in, 
Jim followed him. The two picked up a ca- 
noe and carried it toward the opening. I 
watched as the two slid a Sawyer Cruiser out. 
This canoe was bright red and made of Kevlar. 
It looked brand new but I knew that the last 
ones built were 20 some years back. “Wow,” 
I said, “I'd like to take that one home with 
me.” 

“No way,” Jim replied, “I went too far 
to find that one, some old guy down near 
North Bay bought it just before he died. I 
bought it from his widow. I felt guilty taking 
it for the price she asked.” 

“So that’s #3,” I said. “Do I get a idea 
that the trip is about to change?” 

“The next 40 kilometers is basically all 
lake,” Jim answered. “We will pass some re- 
ally neat palisades between here and our 
evening camping spot. We want a good lake 
boat to cover that distance.” 

By the time we were done admiring the 
Cruiser I noticed that Sally, the co-pilot, had 
a folding table set up along with some chairs. 

She was setting out china and silver. This is 
not roughing it, we had a four star lunch that 
day. As we ate Jim asked,” Would you care 
to do some fishing this evening? There is a 
hole where you can always find a few pike 
near the our campsite,” he added. 

“That sounds like a plan,” I answered. 
Jim looked over at Bill and said, “When 

you come out this evening bring a couple of 
#5s. Make sure we have some good tackle.” 

“Okay,” I rose to this bait, “what is a 
#5?” 

“Oh you will love the #5, it’s a Bell Wild 
Fire. It’s a solo boat made in Minnesota. Once 
you get used to the solo you're not going to 
want to share a canoe again. The folks at Bell 
build some really great boats,” Jim said. 

“What’s with all the numbers?” I asked 
Jim. 

“A few years back I went to Arizona one 
winter and one of my neighbors there got me 
introduced to golf. I found out that you can’t 
play 18 holes with the same club. I got to 
thinking about that and came to realize that 
you shouldn’t try to do a canoe trip with just 
one canoe,” he explained. 

I asked, “So what are #1 and #2?” 
“T really hate to admit this but there are 

still people out there who think that the 
Grumman is the best canoe ever built,” he 
answered. “That’s #1, and #2 is a wood can- 
vas Chestnut Prospector. We get a few pur- 
ists who think it has to be traditional, that’s 
what they want to paddle. The Grumman I 
just leave at the fly-in camps until I get some 
dude who really wants to use one. They do 
work out well at the camps” 

Jim looked over to Bill and said, “Take 
#4 back to the base but keep it handy. We 
will want it again on the last day’s run.” 

We were ready to head down the lake 
on our afternoon adventure and Bill was get- 
ting the Sikorsky ready to leave when Jim 
hollered over to him, “We should be at the 
point at McCabe Narrows for the evening. 
You can plan on setting things up there. Please 
don’t forget the #5s. We will probably use 
them again in the morning checking out the 
pictographs on the lower lake.” 

Bill had the chopper going and Sally 
came running back to the shore just before 
we shoved off. She asked, “What would you 
guys like for supper?” I knew that this was 
going to be one great canoe trip. 

(*The people and places are purely fic- 
tion only the boats are real) 

TREMOLINO BOAT CO. 

Competent builder/marketer sought to continue the over 200 boat tradition 

of founder John P. Olin, building Newick designed fiberglass trailerable 

trimarans with 2 berths, cockpits for 4, speeds from 15 to 20 knots. 

Purchase may be split into two groups which share common tooling: 

1. 23’ TREMOLINO, T-FULL 23, and the new round bottom 

T-GULL 2300, $60,000 

2. T-GULL 2500 and ARGONAUTA, 27.5’, $40,000 

All FOB Chaska, MN ¢ Dick Newick ¢ (207) 439-3768 



Many years ago when I was determined 
to be a sailboat bum (I was a success at that), 
my wife and I were living aboard our pilot 
cutter in a little sailboat marina close to a yard 
where I worked as a rigger, mechanic, elec- 
trician, or whatever. Work at the yard was 
pleasant as yards go, the little marina was a 
joy and we sailed and sailed. Then one bad 
day it all ended “in one swell foop” when I 
became involved in a hard to believe fiasco 
caused by booze and knot headed stupidity. 

Apparently taking temporary leave of 
his senses, a big shot local yacht clubber with 
ample funds but little nautical sense or expe- 
rience had just purchased a 50’ twin diesel 
powered sport/fishing/party yacht. She was 
none too good when new and old age, abuse, 
neglect, and too many parties hadn’t helped 
her any. But he would have her restored to 
her former glory, such as it was. Her name 
was Falcon’s Nest. 

Yacht Clubber contracted with the yard 
for haulout and restoration and would have 
Falcon’s Nest in the travel lift the next day. 
The yard was a mile upriver from the ocean 
with a nasty rock and wreck strewn bar and 
confusing approach markers, but a range and 
deep water if you’re in the channel. Yacht 
Clubber, paying no attention to the range and 
lacking in local knowledge as well as cau- 
tion, came roaring in outside the channel and 
over the rocks and wrecks, doing in every- 
thing that stuck down, but with persistence 
and great commotion did manage to thrash 
Falcon’s Nest into the travel lift. 

Out she came and onto her blocks in the 
yard. You need a lot of help, old girl! Many 
contractors were hired for her restoration, 
including me for the machinery and repair- 
ing the stuff Yacht Clubber tore up on his way 
in. Work commenced and continued on for 
year or more at a cost of more than I consid- 
ered her to be worth, but old Falcon’s Nest, 
gleaming in her new Awl Grip, was in better 
condition than when new and was finally 
ready for her launching. 

The staggering yard bill was paid after 
lengthy shouting discussions (I had no part 
in that) and launching was scheduled for the 
next day at high tide about 2 PM. Bright and 
early, yachty looking people began arriving, 
including Yacht Clubber himself, until there 
were 30 or more bearing food, champagne 
for the christening, and libations of every sort 
for the party which was already well under- 
way by 11 AM. As happens in yards, this went 
wrong and that went wrong and high tide 
came and went while the party continued full 
speed ahead. Falcon’s Nest waited in antici- 
pation on her blocks. 

KAYAKS 
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Hundreds on Display 

FERNALD’S 
On the River Parker 

Rt. 1A, Newbury, MA 01951 
(978) 465-0312 

The Christening Party 
By Curt Nichols 

Five o’clock, quitting time for me, and I 
walked the 300’ home to our little pilot cut- 
ter for a libation of my own with my wife. 
TGIF! At 5:30 I hear the big travel lift start 
and see it move towards Falcon’s Nest with 
Big Jimmy, the usual operator, beer in hand, 
at the controls. Rats! Jimmy was partied out 
two hours ago, looks like he and the happy 
Yacht Clubber are going to launch old Nest 
onto a falling tide with the springs running. 
I'd better get over there! Hmmm, most of the 
partiers are still on their feet. “Hey, Jimmy, 
you ain’t going to put Nest in are you?” 

“Yup, Clubber is really pissed and wants 
her in today as scheduled so in she goes!” 

“Don’t do it Jimmy, the springs‘are run- 
ning and there won’t be enough water. Her 
props will be on the rocks!” 

“No problem, Ill have her in the water 
and out of here in 30 minutes,” and over to 
the lift he went. Clubber and some of the 
yachty bunch are still aloof and fairly sober 
and smiling and old Falcon’s Nest was chris- 
tened with great aplomb. She began a slow 
descent to the water, then suddenly her stern 
started falling fast. Jimmy hit full throttle and 
the up lever, shearing a drive gear key and 
down she came. Nest was very heavy and the 
lift brakes were worn out, 

Pandemonium! Clubber and the partiers 
are screaming bloody murder. Nest’s bow is 
still up and she is tilted about 35 degrees and 
listing badly -to port with her props on the 
rocks. A tragic sight she was hanging there 
all Bristol. Her transom was not quite under 
but water was coming aboard through the 
scuppers and bilge vents. “Jimmy, let her bow 
down fast and now!” 

“Hell no, I’m going to get the stern back 
up!” 

“Forget the stern, Jimmy, the lift is broke 
down, you want her in the water don’t you? 
Just let the bow down. She hasn’t taken on 
much water yet, the pumps are on and will 
bail her out.” 

“Damn, she won’t come up, go get Fred 
(he’s the yard owner indulging and consort- 
ing with the yachties).” 

“Fred. Big problem with Nest and the 
lift, tell Big Jimmy to let her bow down right 
now!” 

“What the hell is going on here, Jimmy? 
Get the back up!” (Jimmy is still roaring the 
engine and spinning the shaft inside the drive 
gear). 

“Fred, the lift is broke down and the stern 
ain’t going to come up. Let the goddam bow 
down and the pumps will bail her out.” 

“Hell, no. We have to get a barge crane. 
Don’t let that bow down, Jimmy, or that new 
carpet up there might get wet. I'll get a crane.” 

“Fred, the nearest big crane is 60 miles 
away, that’s 10 or 12 hours running time for 
that big machine. Drop the bow or you will 
scuttle old Nest right there in the lift.” 

“Hell no, this is my yard. We'll plug up 
all the leaks and wait for the crane that I'll 
call right now.” 

“Listen Fred! High tide at 3 AM will be 
4’ over her cockpit and the crane can’t get 
here until 4 AM or 5 AM, if at all, it’s late, 
it’s dark, and it’s Friday, you know.” 

“Bullshit,” said Fred and stomped off to 
call his crane while Yacht Clubber and nearly 

everyone else is screaming to let her bow 
down. In disgust I stomped off as well. 
Goddam boozed up idiots. The tide will have 
her as sure as hell. 

Eleven o’clock and I’m back, the party 
pooped, Fred, Clubber, and all the partiers are 
gone. Jimmy’s in a panic and three or four 
yard apes are in the water, cockpit, and cabin 
with little pumps, 4°x8’ plywood, lumber, 
Visqueen, 3M5200, and so on, trying to stem 
the tide which was just over her port quarter. 
Her bow was still up and the new carpet up 
there was dry. “Four more feet, guys, you’re 
going to lose her to the tide if you don’t let 
her bow down, she would still float.” Holy 
mackerel, they’re real grouchy! 

One-thirty in the morning and aban- 
doned with her cockpit well under, Nest had 
let her own bow down, I don’t know how, 
but she was too late to save herself. High tide 
at 3 AM had her on the rocks and awash well 
over her bow deck. Sorry, old girl, I tried to 
help you. Nest floundered in the lift for two 
days until two huge pumps were rounded up 
to pump her out and float her on a rising tide. 
Fred’s crane never left home, it was Friday. 

The lift was repaired quickly and 
Falcon’s Nest, trembling in fear, was put back 
on her blocks in the yard. Poor old Nest was 
a calamity. Crabs and other creatures had al- 
ready taken up residence. Diesel fuel and 
engine oil were everywhere and the big 8x71 
Detroits and new 24kw Onan were full of salt 
water. Seven big new 8D batteries had fried 
the entire electrical system and, yes, the pre- 
cious new carpet was indeed wet. 3M 5200 
was everywhere inside and out (it does that, 
you know, as soon as it gets out of its tube). 
Jimmy and the yard apes must have used a 
case of the stuff in their futile battle with the 
tide. The stuff was even on some other boats 
in the yard. 

All this madness because the new car- 
pet might get wet? Had Nest’s bow been low- 
ered immediately, less than 50 gallons would 
have gotten into her bilge, just enough to turn 
on one or two of the big new automatic 
pumps. But a good time was had by all at the 
“christening party.” 

Now it was time for the shit to hit the 
fan, and hit it did. Clubber stopped payment 
on his big check, hired an attorney, filed suit, 
and got an injunction preventing the yard 
from even looking at poor old Nest. A survey 
was done, estimating damages at more than 
Falcon’s Nest was worth. A big shot investi- 
gator from the yard’s insurance company was 
there, found out what had gone on, and told 
Fred they would not pay a cent due to the 
affair being caused by equipment neglect, li- 
quor, and stupidity. The yard hired an attor- 
ney and sued everybody (but not me), filed 
bankruptcy, and the yard was put up for sale. 
Falcon’s Nest wept in sorrow, back on her 
blocks in the yard. 

The yard sold quickly and we turned our 
backs on poor old Nest and sailed away, re- 
turning two years later to find her gone from 
her blocks and the yard. She had left by truck. 

In retrospect, yes, I could have just 
yanked that bow end brake release lever but 
I was afraid to get more involved. I was not 
an employee and Big Jimmy, a liquored up, 
pissed off hothead, would surely have beaten 
the tar out of poor little me had I done any- 
thing more than offer my advice. Many of us 
there, including Clubber, did that to no avail. 
The booze! The carpet! 



International Scene 
The international warfare triggered by 

the Erika and Prestige sinkings continues. 
The European Commission issued a memo, 
Safer Seas: The Fight Goes On: Update on 
the Prestige Accident, which omitted any 
mention of Spain’s culpability. It also tried 
to equate the U.S.’s unilateral action in pass- 
ing OPA 90 regarding American tank vessels 
with Europe’s ban on single-hulled tankers 
and other actions. 

Spain’s Constitutional Court refused to 
relax bail conditions for the Prestige’s mas- 
ter. The environmental group WWE slammed 
Spanish authorities over their handling of the 
clean-up operations. Spain met strong resis- 
tance from several delegations when it tried 
to get an advance payment from the Interna- 
tional Oil Pollution Compensation Fund but 
the payment was finally granted. 

The next step higher is Europe’s ban on 
single-hulled tankers. Here, the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) expressed se- 
rious concern about the ban, especially be- 
cause Europe chose not to come to the IMO 
when the IMO had already adopted a “fast 
track” approach to accommodating Europe’s 
concerns arising from the Prestige accident. 

European Union introduced a proposal 
to the IMO for its December meeting that 
would effectively extend Europe’s ban world- 
wide, and Intertanko would like some form 
of compromise on that sanction. Neverthe- 
less, the European Commission tried to rush 
through bilateral agreements with Mediter- 
ranean countries and Russia but Russia said 
‘no” and firmly supported the IMO. The Hong 
Kong Shipowners Association accused the 
European Commission of exercising a double 
standard, an “inherent conflict of interest,” 
by allowing European single-hulled tankers 
to continue to operate in the Far East although 
banned in home waters. é 

In other international areas: The Euro- 
pean Parliament established a strong commit- 
tee to probe European maritime safety across 
a wide spectrum from tankers to car carriers 
and enforcement. 

The European Commission extended its 
investigations into the financing deal that kept 
French shipbuilding and engineering group 
Alstom alive. The EC also welcomed an 
agreement with the EU and the European 
Parliament on reducing emissions from off- 
road diesel engines (read “inland waterways 
vessels” here). 

Designation of Western European wa- 
ters as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area was 
found to be not in conflict with the UN Con- 
vention of Law and Sea. 

The German classification society DET 
Norske Veritas got U.S. Coast Guard approval 
to issue a wide range of safety certifications 
to U.S. vessels. 

A classification expert warned that 
double-hulled tankers are going to be a fact 
of life, their crews and societies, not the bad 
operators, are going to bear the brunt of criti- 
cisms, and development of adequate safety 
checks for double-hulled tankers is urgently 
needed. 

Cruising 
Sickness again struck a cruise ship when 

about 500 of the 2600 people aboard P&O’s 
76,000-ton Aurora were hit by the highly con- 
tagious Norwalk gastrointestinal virus, some- 
time known as traveler’s diarrhea. Docking 

Beyond the Horizon 
By Hugh Ware 

of the ship was denied in Greece so the ship 
headed for Gibraltar to disembark its passen- 
gers. Spain promptly closed its border with 
Gibraltar. Passengers just as promptly threat- 
ened lawsuits for their spoiled vacations al- 
though the disease was thought to be have 
been brought onto the ship by a sick passen- 
ger. Two elderly passengers died during the 
voyage but their deaths were reported as 
“heart-related.” 

Quick notes: Norwegian Cruise Lines 
agreed to allow Crystal Cruises to use Fan- 
ning Island as a required non-U.S. stopover 
for the non-U.S.-flagged Crystal Harmony on 
cruises starting and finishing in Hawaii. 

A U.S. court ordered that all cases aris- 
ing from last May’s boiler explosion on the 
NCL’s Norway will be handled by arbitration 
in accordance with employment agreements 
and arbitration will take place in the Philip- 
pines. 

Fire on a cruise boat injured 15 tourists 
and forced others to lump into the Nile. One 
is missing. 

A shipyard fire on Carnival’s Westerdam 
will not delay completion of the 1,848 pas- 
senger vessel. 

The QE2 will soon make its last trans- 
Atlantic voyage and will concentrate on 
Mediterranean and Northern Europe voyages 
thereafter. If anyone has doubts about the 
ship’s status, “We’re not a cruise ship. We’re 
a passenger liner,” explained its master. 

Some in Helsinki are becoming con- 
cerned that its high fees may reduce visits by 
Princess Cruises’ ships. Pilotage and fairway 
fees alone amount to about $80,000 per visit. 

About 15% fewer Japanese went cruis- 
ing last year and coastal cruising is finding 
increasing favor in that country. 

Basing Holland America’s Maasdam at 
Norfolk should bring $5 million to the city 
and $12 million to the Hampton Roads area 
next year. 

Ferries 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Se- 

curity said the State of Washington must write 
a security plan for its ferries but the State has 
no plans to reveal what’s in the plan. “That 
would defeat the purpose of a security plan,” 
stated a ferry spokesperson. One rider hoped 
the plan would focus on searches for large 
amounts of explosives, explaining, “You’re 
probably not going to sink a ferry with a shoe 
bomb.” 

One of the bright orange New York City 
ferries providing free passenger service be- 
tween New York and Staten Island rammed a 
dock, killing ten passengers plus injuring sev- 
eral dozens. The pilot of the Andrew J. 
Barberi failed to slow down, missed the ferry 
landing at Staten Island, and raked his double- 
ended ferry across the end of an adjacent con- 
crete pier. He then went home and tried to 
commit suicide by two different means. He 
later claimed he had passed out and had 
slumped over the controls, but at least one 
witness said the pilot was standing for the fi- 
nal two minutes of the approach. 

The ferry’s master, who normally docks 
the ferry on New York-bound trips, is required 
to be in that wheelhouse during dockings but 

was not there. The pilot subsequently refused 
to talk to investigators until subpoenaed. 
Many inquiries are underway and numerous 
lawsuits were promptly filed, including one 
asking for over $200 million by a woman who 
wasn’t hurt in the accident but now claims 
she feels sick while making the crossing. The 
ferry awaits $8 million in repairs. 

Quick ferry notes: In the U.S., less than 
a week after the Staten Island ferry disaster, 
a New Jersey ferry had an exhaust-stack fire 
and eight passengers and four crew were 
evacuated. 

In Miami, the high-speed catamaran 
ferry Purrseaverance was making runs for 
publicity photos for a planned Key West ser- 
vice when it ran aground on the MacArthur 
Causeway, its starboard bow almost into a 
traffic lane. Nobody was hurt. 

A barge and small tug ferry operation 
across the Connecticut River will be 350 years 
old in 2005 but activists say the operation 
needs improving. 

In Alaska, the state’s Department of 
Transportation has decided that the new high- 
speed 235’ passenger/vehicle ferry Fair- 
weather will operate from Juneau to Haines 
and Skagway instead of the original planned 
Juneau-Sitka route. The Sitka mayor is not 

happy. 
The State of Washington decided the 

most effective way to sell a surplus ferry was 
on the Internet auction site e-Bay. The 94’ 
catamaran Tyee was quickly sold for the 
$560,000 reserve price. 

A high-speed service between Ft. Lau- 
derdale, Florida, and the Bahamas has started 
using a vessel called The Cat, a ferry name 
also used elsewhere. High-speed service us- 
ing the SWATH-type ferry Cloud X begins in 
December between Palm Beach and Freeport 
on Grand Bahama Island. 

In Europe, eight stowaways were found 
hiding in a refrigerated truck shortly after the 
Pride of York \eft Zeebrugge, Belgium, for 
Hull. How they managed to escape detection 
baffled ferry authorities because carbon-di- 
oxide sensors and an X-ray scanner should 
have detected the illegals. 

In Greece, the 27,230gt Blue Horizon 
damaged the 29,968gt Jcarus Palace while 
trying to moor stern-first at Patras in strong 
winds. When the 6,177gt Express Adonis 
broke a stern line in strong winds and con- 
tacted the Alonnisos breakwater, it damaged 
its starboard propeller so the ferry made its 
next scheduled trip accompanied by two 
Coast Guard landing craft. 

A passenger on the ferry Ulysses, trav- 
eling from Wales to Ireland, may have fallen 
overboard. 

And Cenargo will trade equity for debts, 
thus keeping 400 workers employed on the 
Mersey to Dublin and Belfast runs. 

In the Channel Islands, local supporters 
are asking the State to take over stricken op- 
erator Emeraude (even though the company 
has a new operator) so ferry service between 
Guernsey and St. Malo can continue. 

In Canada, pine needles floating in Brit- 
ish Columbia waters after heavy rains clogged 
the cooling water intakes on the Queen of 
Cowichan and caused her to skip two sailings. 
And 97% of British Columbia ferry workers 
voted to strike for major concessions in wages 
and hours of work. Across Canada, a wildcat 
strike by 150 ferry workers stranded 1,000 
passengers in North Sydney, Nova Scotia, and 
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Port Aux Basques, Newfoundland, terminals 
for 38 hours. Workers were protesting job cuts 
in gift shops and bars on the ships. 

On the Great Lakes, employees are be- 
ing hired for the Canadian American Trans- 
portation Systems’ new high-speed ferry that 
will carry up to 774 passengers and 238 cars 
between Rochester, New York, and Toronto. 
Start-up is expected next June. Progress is 
being made in Lake Express LLC plans to 
operate a 200° catamaran capable of carrying 
250 passengers and 46 vehicles across Lake 
Michigan from Milwaukee to Muskegon. And 
the Erie-Western Pennsylvania Port Author- 
ity wants a two trips a day truck-carrying ser- 
vice between Erie, Pennsylvania, and 
Nanticoke, Ontario. The ferry may be a 492’ 
icebreaking ferry carrying up to 100 trucks 
per trip at $120 per truck and service might 
start as early as 2005. 

Elsewhere, passengers on a ferry sail- 
ing from Dhubri to Goalpara on the 
Bramhaputra River grew suspicious about 
one passenger and asked him to open his bag. 
He refused, threw a grenade that killed one 
passenger, and tried to flee with other terror- 
ists. Passengers then challenged them, they 
killed another two passengers with more gre- 
nades, and the passengers persevered, over- 
powering five terrorists and promptly lynch- 
ing them. 

Also in India, ten Goanese tiatr fans 
found that a ferry would not come over to 
their side of the river no matter how loudly 
they shouted. One wonders if the ferrymen 
were not fond of some aspects of tiatr, a form 
of entertainment that is not a musical nor a 
drama but which uses songs that are unrelated 
to the play itself and which feature social, 
political, or religious themes. 

Two Malaysian ferry companies have 
been reducing fares on the Lumat-Pangkor 
service to the point where both operators are 
crying. “We cannot continue to give promo- 
tional prices to passengers if we are to sur- 
vive,” said one. The government has decided 
it wanted to stabilize fares, partly because 
tourists were being charged more than resi- 
dents. 

Senegal would welcome European 
Union assistance in raising the ferry Joola, 
which sank a year ago with loss of some 1,800 
lives. Senegal seems to think somebody in 
the EU made such an offer. 

India has proposed resumption of ferries 
between Indian port of Mumbai and the Pa- 
kistani port of Karachi as part of several peace 
initiatives. The two cities were once consid- 
ered to be sister cities. 

Finally, ferry service has opened be- 
tween the Russian Far East port of 
Vladivostok and South Korean port of 
Sokcho. 

Third World ferry casualties seemed to 
have been low this past month. Fifteen people 
died when a ferry carrying 50 capsized in the 
southern India State of Andhra Pradesh, and 
earlier in the month in the same state another 
29 died on the river Krishna when their ferry 
capsized. 

Hard Knocks 
The fire aboard the container ship Sea 

Elegance off Durban, mentioned in my last 
column, left one mariner missing and pre- 
sumed dead. But it turned out that some con- 
tainers held undeclared hazardous materials, 
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and that fact created a firestorm of contro- 
versy that made the fire on the ship seem 
puny. 

Off Nigeria, the anchor-handling tug 
Stevns Power was lowering an anchor near a 
much larger oilfield service vessel when the 
tug suddenly capsized and sank, taking its 
crew of 11 with it. The accident had no ap- 
parent cause. 

The U.S. Coast Guard responded to an 
explosion on an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico 
in which two workers went missing. And at 
Texas City, a tank barge carrying sulfuric acid 
sank on its side at a pier, bow aground and 
stern floating, and caused multiple problems. 
First, it began leaking its contents, which re- 
acted with the water to create hydrogen and 
also heated up the barge’s remaining contents 
until the barge’s sides were bulging. Finally, 
holes were drilled and manhole covers opened 
to relieve the pressure. When divers started 
rigging slings so the barge could be righted, 
they found excessive debris in the water. The 
barge is still on its side as this column was 
written. 

Building and Scrapping 
Quick shipbuilding notes: China’s big- 

gest shipbuilder plans to enlarge until it can 
build 2.6 mdwt by 2010. 

In the U.K., Appledore, now in receiv- 
ership, has two potential buyers and 550 
workers may soon go back to work. VP Group 
(formerly Vosper Thornycroft) has started 
production of building blocks for the Royal 
Navy’s new Type 45 destroyer at a new facil- 
ity in Portsmouth. And A&P’s Teeside yard 
has plenty of repair work. 

In Germany, Aker MTW Werft has or- 
ders for four more 2,500-teu container ships, 
raising its total to nine such ships. In all, Ger- 
man yards have orders worth about $2.4 bil- 
lion for 51 vessels and expect another 50 ships 
to be ordered by year’s end. The steel price 
of $3 per tonne vs $1 in the Far East is a ma- 
jor factor but, if workers make some conces- 
sions, the yards should break even. However, 
Hamburg-based JJ Seitas will fire 200 work- 
ers (one-sixth of its workforce) next year, 
claiming government subsidies are less than 
one-fifth of the company’s entitlement. Fi- 
nally, insolvent German shipbuilder SSW has 
received some work from also troubled HD W 
and hopes for more work. 

In Italy, most small and medium-sized 
Italian yards are out of work and some are 
shifting to yacht building. But Greek vehicle 
transporter Neptune Lines awarded a contract 
for two vehicle carriers to Fincantieri. Finally, 
both of Malta’s troubled shipyards will get a 
fresh start under a new collective agreement 
with the government. 

French shipyards Chantiers Pirou and 
Construction Mechaniques de Normandie, 
leading French builders of small ships, and 
the union are upset that French towage op- 
erator Les Abeilles went to Norway for two 
deep sea salvage tugs to replace the ETVs 
(Emergency Towing Vessels) Abeille 
Languedoc and Abeille Flandre. It was re- 
ported that the Norwegian yard could build 
them foy $3.5 million less than the two French 
yards. Les Abeilles was recently awarded a 
French Navy contract to supply two ETVs. 

And Russian shipbuilders seem to be 
reluctantly moving towards mergers as order 
books look emptyish. 

South Korean yards had received more 

orders by October than in any previous full 
year, some 382 vessels aggregating 13 mil- 
lion compensated gross tonnes (cgt). The to- 
tal South Korean order book contains orders 
for 699 vessels aggregating 24 million cgt. 
But Hanjin Heavy Industries notified owners 
that deliveries may be two months late due 
an ongoing strike. The labor situation there 
has been so bad lately that the chief of the 
union committed suicide at the Busan facil- 
ity on October 17 by hanging himself from a 
crane. Hyundi Samho shipyard and its union 
are at peace after 32 rounds of talks, although 
some issues remain open. 

Quick scrapping notes: France sold the 
old aircraft carrier Clemenceau to a Spanish 
company with the provision that asbestos 
would be removed and the vessel scrapped 
only in Spain. Then France learned that the 
old vessel was headed for Turkey for demo- 
lition, rescinded the deal, and resold the ves- 
sel to a German company. But an Italian tow- 
age company has custody of the Clemenceau 
and threatened to dispose of it outside the 
Mediterranean. France then admitted it didn’t 
know what it would do next. 

Greenpeace raised such a stink about 
alleged hazardous materials on the old LPG 
tanker Hesperus that Indian authorities kept 
the ship from being beached at Alang and 
scrapped. It now appears that Greenpeace was 
wrong. But the Greenpeace ship Rainbow 
Warrior headed towards Alang for a month- 
long campaign of “corporate accountability” 
and will undertake “toxic patrolling of the 
seas” around Alang. 

A tripartite meeting of the International 
Labour Organisation featured representatives 
of workers, employers, and government from 
Bangladesh, India, China, Pakistan, and Tur- 
key worked with experts from the U.S., 
Canada, Norway, and South Korea on estab- 
lishing guidelines for safer dismantlings. It 
was agreed that nighttime scrapping was haz- 
ardous but sometimes necessary. Said one 
expert, “It (scrapping) will never be perfect 
but improvements can be made.” 

Navies 
The Australian Navy towed a fishing 

vessels with 14 suspected Kurdish asylum 
seekers farther out to sea until a government 
panel could decide what to do with them. 

Two Dutch warships arrested two 
mother ships and five supplier vessels carry- 
ing over 142 million barrels of smuggled Ni- 
gerian oil, while the Nigerian Navy itself ar- 
rested 15 ships in the April to October pe- 
riod. 

The Indian Navy will conduct joint ex- 
ercises with the Chinese Navy, the Indone- 
sian Navy will conduct joint exercises with 
the French Navy, and the Japanese Navy will 
conduct joint exercises with the U.S. Navy. 

The Thai Navy sent the warship 
Sukhothal to rescue some 200 stranded tour- 
ists after heavy storms cut ferry services to 
the resort island of Koh. The same storms 
sank fishing vessels and a freighter, and the 
Navy used two war ships in search operations. 

The South African Navy chief said Navy 
participation in bidding for four corvettes was 
“above reproach” in spite of allegations made 
by various subcontractors. 

The Taiwanese Navy is suing a major 
French contractor for $590 million over a 
1991 contract for six frigates built by the com- 
pany. $500 million is for the return of alleged 



kickbacks to Chinese and French officials and 
$90 million is for the damage to the Navy’s 
image. 

The South Korean Navy fired warning 
shots when a North Korean patrol vessel 
strayed 990 yards over the poorly defined sea 
border. The patrol vessel may have been chas- 
ing off poaching Chinese fishing vessels. 

The Swedish Navy started salvaging a 
Swedish aircraft shot down over the Baltic 
by a Soviet fighter in 1952. At British and 
U.S. behest the DC-3 was checking on re- 
cently erected Soviet radar stations. The 
wreckage, in international waters, was de- 
tected only this year. 

The French Navy wasted 16 million eu- 
ros on a hovercraft prototype of a class of four 
fast combat craft and has now decided that 
two Harmina class missile boats will work 
just as well. 

And the New Zealand frigate Canter- 
bury was damaged by fire while on fisheries 
patrol 200 miles offshore. 

The U.S. Navy is investigating how the 
attack submarine USS Topeka came to snap 
the towing hawser between a tug and an 
empty oil barge in Puget Sound. Two U.S. 
Navy ships, part of an advance security force 
protecting President Bush during his recent 
visit to the Philippines for eight hours, ignored 
all radio requests to identify themselves. So 
claimed the Philippine Navy, which was 
somewhat irritated. And the mothballed air- 
craft carrier USS Oriskany may end up as an 
artificial reef in Florida. 

Salvage 
The battle over the broken-apart tanker 

Tasman Spirit at Karachi continued as insur- 
ers and owners claimed that investigations 
“have shown significant shortcomings of port 
conservancy and operations.” The American 
P&I Club accused Pakistan of ‘obstructing 
salvage, pollution control work, and ship re- 
moval. Pakistan counter-claimed that the in- 
surers and owners were not honoring obliga- 
tions to pay port dues, remove the wreck, 
clean beaches, and otherwise combat pollu- 
tion. The P&I Club said the allegations were 
untrue and tried several time to establish a 
framework for compensation so the remains 
of the tanker can be removed and the crew 
members are released. 

The Pakistani governments at both fed- 
eral and port authority levels refused to ne- 
gotiate. The master and six of his crew plus 
the salvage master have been detained with- 
out charges. The crew’s lawyer said that 
charges of negligence and delaying removal 
of cargo were “misconceived.” The Tasman 
Spirit’s master claimed from detention that 
monsoon conditions and the lack of tugs were 
the cause of the grounding and said he was 
simply following the advice of the pilot. The 
Pakistani foreign minister rejected a request 
from his Greek counterpart that the seven 
mariners be allowed to go home while the 
communications minister claimed that hold- 
ing them was within Pakistan’s legitimate 
rights and he noted that other crew and sal- 
vage personnel had been released “purely on 
humanitarian grounds.” 

The International Salvage Union belat- 
edly spoke up, asking for release of the sal- 
vage master and reminding Pakistan (and 
other countries, too, no doubt) that salvors 
may be reluctant to provide assistance if there 
is another major pollution incident. 

Pakistan’s communications minister, 
who had been supervising the official inquiry 
and pushing for compensation through legal 
action, resigned amidst rumors of possible 
corruption or being unable to press charges 
against senior executives of Pakistan National 
Shipping and the National Highway Author- 
ily. 

The Greek shipping company that con- 
trolled operations of the Tasman Spirit went 
on the offensive and arrestéd two ships be- 
longing to Pakistan National Shipping Corp. 
No progress was made towards removing the 
two halves of the Tasman Spirit, now deeply 
embedded in the harbor bottom. Beach clean- 
ing was completed but experts believe it must 
be relaunched once the wreck is removed. 

In South America, the Greek tanker Fi- 
delity lost an anchor and two shots of chain 
between buoys 26 and 28 in the Maracaibo 
Lake Channel. That blocked the Channel for 
larger tankers and several were bottled-up 
inside. A search during the few minutes each 
day of calm water during tidal changes found 
a buoy anchor then, after a week of search- 
ing, the Fidelity’s anchor and chain were 
found. Channel reopened. 

Salvage of the hull of the car carrier Tri- 
color was completed but work will continue 
for almost another year because most of the 
luxury cars have not been recovered. Only 
330 of the 2,862 vehicles have been brought 
to the surface and their tanks hold fuel. 

Piracy 
Piracy is sharply up with 344 attacks 

worldwide in the first nine months of 2003 
vs. 271 attacks in the same period last year. 
Deaths, injuries, and hostages taken are also 
up. Tugboats seem to an increasing target and 
experts worry that terrorists will pack a tug 
with explosives and aim it at a tanker, cruise 
liner, or port. Additionally, two large ships 
were captured as they steamed through busy 
waters without anyone at the helms, which 
has authorities worrying about collisions with 
VITs (Very Important Targets). 

‘Bulkers 
In recent years, increasing concern has 

been focused on the mysterious disappear- 
ances of bulkers. Now, in accordance with a 
SOLAS regulation, the IMO is requiring in- 
stallation of equipment for detecting ingress 
of water into cargo holds and spaces forward 
of the collision bulkhead. 

Odd Bits 
The Republic of Kiribati became the 

163rd member of the International Maritime 
Organization and the U.K. has signed an in- 
ternational agreement to protect the remains 
of RMS Titanic. One more nation need sign 
to make the agreement effective. 

Rumors that Aker Kvaerner might close 
the Kvaener Philadelpia Shipyhird have a 
U.S. Senator demanding that the State of 
Pennsylvania, the de facto owner of the yard 
since it issued $450 million in bonds to fi- 
nance the yard, do something to keep it open. 

Norway requires a 40% representation 
of women and men on a company’s board and 
there is pressure that the next chief executive 
of Statoil be a woman. 

Dubai’s attorney general has decided not 
to press criminal charges against nine Dubai 
Drydock employees. They may have played 
major roles in the failure of a drydock gate in 

March, 2002 that killed at least 29 workers. 
In Sicily, the trial of a Pakistani former 

taxicab driver has started. He owned a boat 
that carried illegal immigrants ashore from 
larger vessels and made at least $7.5 million. 
He is charged with mass murder of 283 In- 
dian immigrants on Christmas Day, 1996, 
when his vessel, a former RAF crash boat 

loaded with 340 people, started leaking and 
sank. The passengers were forced off at gun- 
point. Italian authorities took seven years to 
bring the case to justice and then only be- 
cause of international pressures. 

The Milford Haven Port Authority 
settled claims arising from the Sea Empress 
stranding and subsequent oil spill by a $79 
million payment. 

More and more freighters are now car- 
rying a few passengers. Latest to do so is 
CMA CGM, which initiated a transatlantic 
service by four ships from the Mediterranean 
to the U.S. East Coast, each carrying 12 pas- 
sengers. 

The pilotless Russian flagged freighter 
Khazar Star-2 hit the historic Sait Halim Pa- 
sha Mansion because of erratic currents, and 
the Cypriot flagged bulker Mana ran aground 
in the Turkish Straits. The Turks would love 
to be able to insist that a pilot be on each ship. 

As the new traffic control system for the 
Turkish Straits gets up to speed, daylight re- 
stricted tankers are facing delays up to a week. 
And unusually prolonged fog slowed the rate 
of transits through the Panama Canal. 

Those who have been following the ad- 
ventures of the Cormo Express, that ship car- 
rying 55,000 more or less Australian sick (de- 
pending on who you talked to) sheep, may 
be interested to know the ship stopped at 
Eritrea. No word on what happened to the 
sheep. 

Fierce opposition, more than 20 people 
died, stopped plans to ship $6 billion’s worth 
of Bolivian liquefied natural gas to Mexico 
and the West Coast of the U.S. 

Port officials at Miami banned the 
Greenpeace vessel Esperanza from docking 
because it posed an undue security risk. Their 
evaluation seems to go back to an incident 
when Greenpeace tried to place two people 
aboard the APL Jade while off Miami. 
Greenpeace USA faces federal charges at a 
trial in December. In Europe, Greenpeace 
urged the U.K. to withdraw the single-hulled 
storage tanker Wilmington from Gibraltar on 
the basis of the EU’s ban on such tankers. 
The Wilmington replaced single-hulled tanker 
Vemamagna, which was stormed by 
Greenpeace activists in January. Four of the 
activists will be sentenced soon. 

Headshakers 
A recent note discussing how the sale of 

bonds will affect one shipping company’s 
sinking fund may leave many with an uneasy 
reaction to that account’s title. 

In South Africa, Cape Town is hurting. 
For instance, its repair yards are suffering, 
financially and otherwise, because of poor 
operating standards and incompetence, and 
ships have suffered major damages while 
being repaired. Industry is urging the National 
Ports Authority to stop getting rid the port’s 
experts and to discharge the incompetent 
managers instead. The port’s pilot boats and 
tugs have sometimes been unable to operate 
for several days because somebody forgot to 
order fuel for them. 
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Illustrated Boat Guide EXETER MARITIME MUSEUM OF BOATS 

» 

The Maritime Museum in Exeter has the largest collection of working 
. boats in the world, and is still growing. It is to be found on the banks of the River 

Ny df GH} Exe in the heart of the city and only five minutes from the cathedral. It is housed in 
a number of historic warehouses and in the Exeter Canal (dug in 1566). 

EXETER wy The craft in this catalogue are in numerical order, the number of each boat 
MARITIME MUSEUM being found on the longer explanation that accompanies each boat. 

OF BOATS This catalog lists all the boats in the possession of the Museum. Some of 
wy them are not on display, and others may be withdrawn for maintenance or sailing. 

Qi & y e The mention of a boat does not therefore imply that it is on display. Please enquire 
if there is one which you are particularly keen to see. 

Notice: this museum is no longer in existence. 

44, EXE LUGGER A typical small inshore fishing craft, a type to be 
found almost anywhere along the South Coast of England. 
Rigged as a lugger on the mainmast and probably a lugs’! on the 
mizzen too in tts early days. The centre board is probably a 
more recent addition—to improve its ability to sail to windward. 

. SOLITAIRE The schooner ‘Grace’ built in Kingsbridge, South 
Devon in 1869 was wrecked at Teignmouth in 1907. A local girl 
ivy Carus-Wilson, later to become Mrs. Morgan Giles dragged 
otf the bowsprit from which was made the Gig SOLITAIRE. She 
was raced many times in South West harbour regattas. often 
winning. 

. MEDWAY DOBLE A small version of the better-known Peterboat. 
Sprit rigged, with a wet fish tank. This boat is at present derelict, 
and awaiting restoration 

. AUSTRALIAN SURF BOAT This type of boat must be familiar to 
many people who have never been to Australia. They have 
become an Australian national symbol, often featuring in 
Australian tourist advertising. This Doat nas also seen service in 

Bude, Cornwall, and was presented by the Bude Life-saving 
Society 

- THAMES RACING PUNT Once a common sport on the Thames, 
punt racing is now almost dead. The punt itself needs a tightrope- 
walker’s skill to balance it but the wash of the increasing number 
of power boats has made even this insufficient to remain afloat. 
Presented by Wraysbury Skiff and Punt Club of Windsor. 

49. PICCIN BOAT, NIGERIA These boats are poled along by a man 
Hiuatratod standing with one foot in front of the other, a difficult skill to 
with boat43 acquire but necessary in the tortuous channels at the entrance 

to the Niger. The title ‘piccin’ comes from the Pidgin English 
pbelalliy, meaning child, but refers to the size of the boat, not 

e owner. 
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. QE 3 This tiny boat was rowed across the Atlantic by the Allum 
cousins Don and Geoff in the winter of 1971. Their time was 
73 days. A recrossing in 1972 was abandoned after 72 days 
The design, known as the Grand Banks Dory is a well proven 
one for rowing in the open sea and was used until the '60s for 
fishing on the Grand Banks off Newfoundland. 

. ARAN CURRAGH Less well built than its Kerry cousins, but 
thoroughly seaworthy. It has the characteristic bladeless oar and 
can be sailed down wind but has insufficient lateral resistance 
to be sailed to windward. Presented by Doctor Tony Fairrie, for 
whom it was built in 1973 

. SAMPAN ‘SHUN LEE’A Chinese fishing boat from Hong Kong. 
built of yacal and teak. The hull is divided into watertight holds 
for fresh water, live fish, provisions and so forth The fisherman 
and his family usually live on the boat. Obtained for the 
museum by Sergeant Bnan Jones while serving with the RAF 
in Hong Kong | 

. PICAROONER A yawi rigged lugger from Clovelly. These craft, 
being small and easy to launch had no need to wait for the tide 
or for crews to assemble when fish were sighted, so they were 
first among the fish. Presented to the museum by Mr.J.J. Headon 
of Clovelly, whose family had owned her since 1906 when she was 
built for £10 in Appledore. 

- UMILA An Arab fishing boat from the Batinah Coast of the Gulf 
of Oman, built at Bu Bakarah. This is a pulling boat of a very 
ancient design. Although this particular boat was built in 1969 it 
nevertheless looks a very old boat. Obtained for the museum by 
George Chapman of Grey McKenzie, Dubai and transported 
free of charge by P&O and BRS. 

. MISS ENGLAND Although never the holder of the world speed 
_ record, MISS ENGLAND was outstandingly fast and 
manoeuverable and with Sir Henry Segrave as pilot won many 
world championships against far larger and more powerful boats. 
MISS ENGLAND is on loan from the Science Museum. 

A IAN GULF DUGOUT A typical dugout from the Gulf of 

Orhan this particular one was found at sea by HM Fleet Auxiliary 

‘Tarbatness’. Nothing is known of the origin of this boat. which — 

was presented to the museum by the Master of the ‘Tarbatness , 

Captain J H McLoughlin. An interesting comparison can be 

made with this and number 12, a new boat of the same type 
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For one of my columns in Small Craft 
Advisor, the editors suggested I ask very ex- 
perienced people, “What are the one or few 
things you always take with you on small 
boats, even day trips, besides the obvious 
PFD, water, bailing and propulsion gear of 
oars, sails, paddles?” 

Marilyn Vogel, American Canoe Asso- 
ciation National Sailing Committee Secretary, 
and husband Chuck Sutherland, hypothermia 
authority, initiator of the ACA’s sea kayak 
instructor program, designer of the NavAid, 
Pennsylvanians: 

“For sailing, I take my ‘ditty bag’ that 
clips on. I can put anything in it, extra bever- 
age, sweater, rope, knife, D ring, compass, 
and things for making me feel secure, like a 
glow in the dark stick and spare gloves, first 
aid stuff. We take NavAids on all kayak trips.” 

Ben Fuller, past president, Traditional 
Small Craft Association, ACA sea kayak in- 
structor, chair of the International Canoe Sail- 
ing Committee, Maine Guide, author: 

“For me it depends a bit on what I am 
doing...there is always a compass, sometimes 
a handheld in my pocket, even for an hour on 
the river. The kayak vest has lots of survival 
stuff, marking gear, food, fire making, insu- 
lation. The same is in the larger boats, just 
different items. There is always some kind of 
knife. If I’m sailing it is a sheath knife made 
by Arne Emil Christensen, guru of Norwe- 
gian boats, a copy of a knife found in one of 
the Viking burials, real steel, not stainless.” 

lain Oughtred, the widely respected de- 
signer of beautiful small craft, living on 
Scotland’s Isle of Skye: 

“I forgot a warm, woolly hat on a trip to 
Loch Ness last summer and won’t forget one 
again. I always brings a pocket knife and carry 
2’-3° lengths of small line in my pockets and 
a combination shackle key, screwdriver, and 
bottle opener, although the shackle key hasn’t 
been used since racing days. Now the bottle 
opener gets much more use. Also, a wee flask 
of tea or coffee on short trips. In dinghies al- 
ways a bucket with a tether and a tether for 
nearly everything.” 

Jim Brown, world renowned trimaran 
designer, living on the lower Chesapeake. 
This last winter he had a new baby to test, 
the WindRider 17. Although the winter was 
warm, he may have been thinking WindChill 
17 when we talked: 

“Wonderful seven hour chemical hand 
warmers (from Eddie Bauer) and then polar 
hoods, the fleece balaclavas with a face hole 
drawstring. Partly because of macular degen- 
eration, I always carry a telescopic monocu- 
lar, half a binocular, on a line around my neck, 
and a whistle, which many have attached to 
their PFDs.” 

Meade Gougeon, Jim’s buddy, fellow 
multi huller, and canoe sailor from 
Michigan’s Saginaw Bay of Lake Huron: 

“T always carry small training swim fins. 
I was acollege swimmer and have been swim- 
ming ever since. These are Zoomers fins and 
smaller than the smallest snorkeling fins ve — 
seen. They nearly triple my swimming effi- 

“ciency. So if I had to swim for it... And they 
work for walking on mud somewhat like 
snowshoes.” 

Jim Derck, Gougeon Brothers’ techni- 
cal advisor, boathead with the Gougeons since 
high school. He and Jan, nearly on a lark, 
sailed Jan’s early, little ply trimaran to Lake 
Superior’s Isle Royale: 
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By Hugh Horton 

“I suggest beginners give thought to 
wind direction and currents in flat rivers and 
tidal areas. It can be a long way home if the 
wind shifts and what they’d thought would 
be downwind becomes a headwind, or up 

current with tired paddling muscles and blis- 
tered hands. We use bicycle gloves, which are 
ventilated and padded in the right place for 
paddling. Small folding grapnel anchors are 
handy in shallow water to walk away from 
the boat. They’re light and fold compactly.” 

Rob Monroe, CEO of Gougeon Broth- 
ers: 

“Long or short trip, I have a small dry 
bag with lighter, knife, bug dope, sun block, 
spare hat, ACR Firefly Strobe and extra AA 
batteries, a Silva Ranger compass, Leather- 
man, an old pair of Bushnell super compact 
binoculars, a couple of hanks of 3-4mm line, 
and whatever shiny little things seem de 
rigueur at the moment (cigar cutter?). Also, a 
15-year-old 1.5 liter saline solution bottle 
(spoils from a long ago surgery) as a water 
bottle.” 

“All overnight trips seem to include a 
nature guide for wherever I am, a 500ml 
Nalgene bottle with rye whiskey (this bottle 
has taken on the deep rich color of the rye 
and the 500ml seems right), a cigar or two as 
bug smudges or personal sized campfires for 
low impact trips, and a Ritchie WetNotes 
notebook to record the things I forgot to 
bring.” 

“A book. I think the best safety acces- 
sory is a good book, stay in place during a 
blow or stay pleasant waiting for the tide to 
favor you.” 

How right he is. Howard Rice and I were 
weather bound extra days on Patos Island 
north of Orcas Island in Puget Sound. We ran 
out of nearly everything except reading ma- 
terial. 

Hallie Bond Smith is Curator at the 
Adirondack Museum in New York in charge 
of its collection of 208 watercraft and wrote 
Boats and Boating in the Adirondacks. Her 
husband, Mason Smith, builds the 
Adirondack “Goodboats.” Their big boat is a 
Drascombe Lugger. Hallie launched and con- 
tinues to organize the No Octane Regatta for 
the Museum at Blue Mountain Lake: 

“...from a mother, for a canoe trip in the 
woods: Appropriately sized paddle for the kid, 
appropriate to them, not to the boat. And this 
is assuming they are not the person in the 
stern, grown-ups have to keep a constant eye 
out for the paddle floating by. Floatable toy 
on a string, attached to the boat. Cushions and/ — 
or an old ensolite pad to make a kidspace in 
the middle of the boat. Snacks in small pieces 
for doling out judiciously whenever the whin- 
ing starts (chocolate covered raisins, small 

cookies, crackers). Sand shovel. Change of 
kid clothing, complete.” 

Mason’s lucky. “When I go sailing,” he 
wrote, “I forget to take anything. If I take 
anything, I forget to use it.” 

To Hallie’s list, Pll add a canvas ditty 
bag with jello molds, which become toys for 
molding sand. K’s daughters were 2 and 6 
(now 18 and 22) when we began toting them 
in the center cockpit of a 20’ Eddyline San 
Juan three hole kayak. The bag also served 
for shells, bugs, and bits. 

Ron Hoddinott, a Florida Sea Pearler, 
founder West Coast (Florida) Trailer Sailer 
Squadron, 35 years sailing, ex-racing sailor, 
paddler: 

“I’m not sure I always bring the same 
thing on all trips, but rather fit the list of must 
haves to the nature of the trip. Skin care, sun- 
glasses, a spare hat or cap are necessary due 
to the latitude of most of my trips. Moleskin 
for blisters, First Aid kit, proper water shoes. 
Lots of changes of shirts, both long and short 
sleeves, depending on the length of the trip. 
And a foul weather jacket and overall bib 
pants. Tools and repair items, too. Duct tape 
for the Klepper, a pop rivet gun for the Sea 
Pearl (masts are assembled with them). 

“For overnight trips, I record thoughts 
and details so I choose between a small 
laptop, a Palm with keyboard, or a pad of wa- 
terproof paper and pencil, the original word 
processor. On overnight or longer I bring Cap- 
tain Morgan Rum, a fine wine or German beer 
like Becks or St. Pauli Girl. And cameras! 
Gotta have “em.” 

Me, too. In a sailing canoe, though, I lean 
to more condensed 96 proof Old Navy Pussers 
or 151 Goslings. 

Bud Tritschler, the grand man of Sea 
Pearl 21s, replied from Florida: 

“Hugh, you know how simple we sail. 
There isn’t much we must have aboard on 
every sail. A little tool kit and a little extra 
line, some 1/8” nylon, pocket knife, bucket, 
urinal (at 76 that’s handy, including the 
woman’s attachment for Rhoda), light jacket. 
The other stuff, radio, GPS, etc., we usually 
forget to bring because they just aren’t nec- 
essary. Anywhere but in home waters we must 
have a chart. The compass is permanently 
aboard. Of course, we own no motor.” 

Bud carries less aboard Nutshell than I 
do in Puffin, my sailing canoe. 

Howard Rice from Micronesia: 
“Umbrellas. I always travel with two. 

One super mini (Japanese) and one large 
model for true sun coverage, napping in the 
cockpit, rain, etc. My new canoe will have a 
purpose installed umbrella holder behind me 
for coverage when paddling. I also wear an 
umbrella hat here.” 

“High quality wine vinegar spikes up 
many things when cooking. A tiny inflatable 
pillow. Mozart and Walkman. Lots of Ziploc 
bags in at least two sizes. Small garbage bags 
for compacting non burnables and other 
waste. Inflatable sink. D cell battery fan (tiny) 
for tropical sleeping. Sometimes a Frisbee. 
Had one of the most interesting nights of my 
life involving a D cell fan. Frisbees are good, 
too, for eating and bailing.” 

Verlen Kruger, a legend, the icon of long 
distance paddlers, now approaching 100,000 
miles, including up the Mississippi as part of 
a figure eight around North America and 
much of the distance from the MacKenzie 
River delta to Cape Horn: 



“Yeah, was out paddling, eight hours. 
Nice Sunday, wasn’t it?” It was sunny, low 
40s, breezy. “Like yesterday, I always carry 
at least two compasses and two knives. 
Matches, really a lighter now, too, and a brass 
container of kitchen matches.” 

What about pleasure? 
“Oh, that would be the little plastic jar 

of mixed nuts. Late June we’re going, down 
the Yukon...having a rendezvous for those 
with my boats...a leisurely trip, smell roses. 
Jenny’s coming (mother of their nine chil- 
dren). It'll be fun.” 

I ask where on the Yukon. 
“We'll take all summer. The whole thing, 

a couple thousand miles. It'll be sort of a 
double celebration.” 

Double? For the paddlers and...? “My 
80th birthday.” 

Down East Netting 
by Barbara Morton 

The definitive book on net making 

for craftsmen, artists, and mariners. 
29 Practical Projects * 40 Photographs 

82 Illustrations * 143 Pages 

$19.95 + $5.00 S&H 

To Order Online: 
www.peasouppublishing.com 

Send Check to: Pea Soup Publishing 

P.O. Box 411, Vinalhaven, ME 04863 

Let’s Sail Away! 
This 14 song recording by Sailor, Singer, 
Songwriter Bill Davis combines his passion for 
sailing and music. Sail away to the sound of Bill’s 
smooth tenor voice accompanied by guitar, banjo, 
harmonica, flute and concertina. Hear some old 
favorites as well as a few of Bill’s original songs 
inspired by his adventures on the Great Lakes 
and along the coast of Maine. 

SAILING 

To order send $10.00 to Bill Davis 
Box 334, Girard, Ohio 44420 

Although I excluded bailing gear from 
the question, I'd like to put in word for a natu- 
ral sponge. Florida has several commercial 
species. My favorite is the “wool” sponge, 
although I’ve no idea of its Latin name. It 
seems to hold a hunk of water the size of the 
sponge. I get the biggest I can, about a quart 
volume. Remember to thread a line through 
its holes and tether it. They sink. 

Another item I’ve come to love is a 
quartz analog pocket watch. I hang it at the 
forward end of the cockpit for a deck watch 
(Campmor’s Timex #64123 or #64124, $15). 

Footwear always along but worn seldom 
unless it’s cold is a pair of white commercial 
fishermen boots by Servus. Otherwise it’s 
zoris or bare feet. 

The eal pprenticeshop 
A Center for Traditional Maritime 

Craftsmanship Since 1972 

2-year Apprenticeships 

4, 6, and 8 week Internships 

Preservation in Action 

Categories and a few examples: 
Safety: Meade’s fins, Rob Monroe’s 

book, Ben’s survival gear with his PFD, Iain’s 
tethers on loose gear, my natural sponge. 

Noting: Marilyn and Chucks’: NavAids, 
my deck watch, Jim’s monocular, Ben’s and 
Verlen’s compasses. 

Well run ship: Hallie’s kids’ gear, Ron’s 
clothes, Iain’s bucket, tool kits, my Servus 
boots, Jim Dercle’s anchor, Bud’s urinal. 

Pleasure: Booze of Hoddinott, Rob, and 
me, Rob’s cigars, Howard’s vinegar and 
Mozart, Iain’s coffee or tea, Verlen’s mixed 
nuts 

What’s common? As Verlen recalled, 
the Boy Scouts “Be prepared” has stuck with 
him. And it’s a tenet of seamanship. Be adapt- 
able, be flexible. Think ahead. 

NAVIGATOR 
a John Welsford design 

Catalog of 20+ Welsford plans - $15 ppd 
DUCKWORKS 
608 Gammenthaler 

Harper, TX 78631 

Duckworks Boatbuilder's Supply 

www.duckworksbbs.com 
“everything for the 

home boatbuilder" 

el 

articles/forums/photos/more 

a WWW.duckworksmagazine.com 

Atlantic Challenge 
643 Main Street Rockland, Maine 04841 

207-594-1800 www.atlanticchallenge.com 



There he is is fitting a new cork gasket. That black line at the transom corner is a brass strap to 
protect the plywood. 

Here he is picking contact cement off his fingers. That boat grown up around by the bushes in 
the background is son Wes’ old Cape Dory 25 which used to go to the Bahamas with us every 
summer. 

The forward half nests in the after section. The chines ride in that notch in the frame and the 
stem touches the inside of the transom and the whole setup fits upside down over the 
companionway of the sailboat. The fact that there is no bulkhead where the boat takes apart 
makes it so we can go below easily. That is not the gasket you see with the bolt holes. That’s the 
fiberglass mating surface that the gasket seals to. 

Old Take Apart 
Fixed Up 

By Robb White 

I tell you what, old son Sam is a regular 
hotshot when it comes to fixing up an old 
boat. He is like that about all sorts of old junk. 
When he was a teenager, even before he was 
old enough to drive, he got a job at an equip- 
ment rental place and worked on wornout 
lawn mowers and weed eaters and compres- 
sors and chainsaws and pressure washers and 
airless sprayers and all. He was a valuable 
employee because he could make the most 
wretched piece of crap the man had run for 
one more rental. 

Me, I like high quality stuff myself and 
won’t fool with anything less than top notch 
equipment, but boats get old and need fixing 
up. Old Take Apart is a real good example of 
that. It is a plywood boat built by the “stitch 
and glue” method when that amazing trick 
was first revealed to the general public. 

Son Wes and I used to build what we 
called “sacrificial dinghies” to tow to the 
Bahamas. We figured that the occasion might 
come when the dinghy would need to be cut 
loose so we built them cheap. The only 
trouble was that occasion never came up. I 
believe a nice, light, self bailing dingy can 
be towed under almost any conditions if you 
can let it out enough so it is at least one wave- 
length behind the boat. 

So, back in the woods are several rem- 
nants of old sacrificial boats rotting into 
mulch. There is one at the school where Jane 
used to teach which is filled with sand for the 
kids to play in. Though it was made out of 
1/4” lauan plywood and painted with latex 
house paint (not stitch and glue...that’s an ex- 
pensive way to build a boat...chines, “liquid 
nails,” and cement coated box nails are 
cheap), it is actually holding up pretty good. 
Of course, the maintenance men slap another 
coat of latex house paint on there at least once 
a year and latex house paint builds up a pretty 
thick barrier against the elements. I wonder 
if that old asbestos/aluminum mobile home 
roof coating (“Cool Seal’) wouldn’t do real 
good in an application of that nature. 

I think stitch and glue is a better method 
of building a plywood boat than regular 
chines. For one thing, there is no place for 
the water to sit on top of the chine and soak 
in and maybe freeze in the crack and destroy 
not only the ply of the plywood that is glued 
to the chine, but rot the chine, too. 

The cove of fiberglass reinforced epoxy 
is impervious to such as that and is mighty 
strong. When I built old Take Apart I had long 
since given up on plywood except for sacri- 
ficial boats, but I wanted to build a boat that 
took apart into two halves so I could nest them 
together over the companionway of my old 
Morgan 30 (1966). 

Take Apart is a 14’ skiffboat capable of 
planing four adults and a good load of gro- 
ceries and fuel at planing speeds with an 8hp 
outboard motor. It proved to be an almost 
perfect cruising dinghy and served for a long 
time in that capacity. 

I already knew about plywood when I 
built the boat, but I couldn’t figure out an- 



other way to build a boat that would come 
apart in the middle. I figured that we would 
just use it on the cruise and keep it out of the 
weather all the rest of the time. 

Old Take Apart was the second of my 
own boats that I was able to afford. The other 
one was just like it but didn’t take apart and 
the only reason I could afford that one was 
because it got damaged before I could deliver 
it and [ had to patch it up. It lasted for more 
than ten years. The reason Take Apart and this 
boat were both 14’ long was because when I 
was first starting out in this business I fell 
into a windfall. 

There was a U.S. plywood distributor 
down in Tallahassee where I was buying fir 
marine plywood two sheets at the time. One 
time I went to get my two sheets and saw an 
amazing thing. They had a big stack of 16’ 
sheets (that’s unscarfed) that had been dam- 
aged in the bundle when it had become un- 
balanced on a forklift and slid off at a great 
height and boogered up the whole end of the 
bundle. They offered me a bargain if I took 
the whole batch. 

That was the first money I ever borrowed 
in my life. My mother-in-law (God bless her 
good soul) stood for me at the bank. Four- 
teen feet was about the best I could get from 
that plywood and I sort of manufactured a 
bunch of skiffs to the same model as old Take 
Apart. I was working on a tugboat then and I 
developed the panels of the model which I 
enlarged to get my patterns by cutting them 
out of a cereal box and taping them together. 
I would like to say that it was a “Froot Loop” 
box just because I love the name but I really 
have forgotten what it was... might have been 
“Cheerios.” 

Those were pretty good skiffs and should 
have become the mainstay of fishermen 
around here except that the “bigger is better” 
craze had set in. That was when the OMC 
“V4” engines first came out. After that no- 
body wanted an 8hp skiff no matter how well 
it did unless it was dirt cheap. Piss on dirt 
cheap people who only shop for objects of 
ostentation. I backlashed into building the 
best little boats I could possibly build...no 
holds barred...and that was a good thing. But 
here is old Take Apart, an anachronism if there 
ever was one. My 16’ lapstrake skiff, Old 
New, which Sam just finished putting back 
as good as new, is a much better boat but this 
old thing has become very dear to us all. 

My grand plan to only use the plywood 
boat for the summer cruise to the Bahamas 
and keep it in the shade all the rest of the time 
fell foul with my discovery that a skiffboat 
was the best way to commute back and forth 
to the island. It is hard to beat a small, plan- 
ing, outboard skiff, so what finally happened 
was that we just quit using big boats to com- 
mute and old Take Apart came into continu- 
ous use. Even when it was rough and miser- 
able it was better to grit our teeth and run the 
gauntlet with the little skiff (a cheap polyeth- 
ylene poncho is one of the best inventions of 
mankind) than it was to maintain a big boat 
over on the mainland. 

I have always said that small boats are 
better in rough water than big boats. I mean, 
there are all sorts of stories about the trag- 
edies of various big deals in the annals of the 
sea where folks have to abandon the big boat 
and trust the little boat to pull them through. 
A big boat is always trying to sink on you but 
a message in a bottle can drift across any 

ocean. We skiffed it in old Take Apart until I 
could afford to build Old New which took a 
long time. 

So the old boat deteriorated. I wish I had 
fiberglassed the panels before I put the boat 
together but I was suffering from the special 
use delusion and I built the boat and 
fiberglassed (with epoxy) the outside but left 
the inside just epoxified and painted plywood. 
By 1995 she was checking up mighty bad. 
This is old time five ply stuff so the checks 
only penetrated about a fifth of the way but 
they were bad. 

Old Sam is very fond of the old boat, so 
he meticulously sanded the old paint off the 
inside and re-epoxified and fiberglassed the 
whole inside of the boat using the heat/cool 
capillary action method to get the epoxy to 
penetrate way down into the plywood. It was 
a big deal but, now old Take Apart is as good 
as new. Sam likes to take his family on long 
trips to interesting places over the road. He 
figures that old Take Apart would nest most 
comfortably on top of one of those pop-up 
campers. 

There is nothing— absolutely nothing— 

Bol bo'abook worth’ dota ee 

Sa SS 

as cimply messing about in boats. 

Simply Messing About In Boats 

Nautical Apparel & Accessories 

from 

The Wind in the Willows 

The Design Worky 
toll free 877-637-7464 
www.messingabout.com 

There’s the gasket. You can also see the holes 
in the rail where one of the four bronze tie 
plates attach to strengthen the rail and the 
longitudinal runners in the bottom of the boat. 
So far, the boat has neither leaked a drop nor 
tried to come loose or break anything. The 
gasket is 1/8" thick cork composition. The 
thick bottom is filled with closed cell (?) foam 
and will float the boat high enough to be put 
together in the water and make it self bailing 
under tow... but it is a heavy boat. 

PADDLES & OARS 
pees 

Maine Craftsmanship at its fin- 
est. Surprisingly affordable. 
Most shipped UPS. Write for 
free catalog. 

cit TEN, 
(207) 866-4867 

DORSEBOAC 
STAG. LE NLG? & +R O.WILN G SCOR LPS Eikr 

This innovative 17’6” adventure craft 
designed by Chuck Paine is lightweight, 
seaworthy, beautiful, affordable...the stuff 
legends are made of! 

NorseBoat Ltd. 

tel: 902-659-2790 
fax: 902-659-2419 

info@norseboat.com 
www.norseboat.com 



Me and my Flats Rat, Herk, on Hundred Acre Pond at Mendon Ponds Park near Rochester, 
New York, on a perfect fall day 2003. It was Herk’s launch day. 

The smallest boat ve ever owned was 
a yellow backpacker’s inflatable raft about 
2’ wide and 3’ long. You blew it up and got in 
butt first, legs sticking out over the front. 
Being full of air, it had total flotation and none 
at all, all at the same time. Which way it went 
depended on its ability to stay inflated. In the 
shallow water of mountain lakes this wasn’t 
a big deal, but one time in deep water at the 
base of a granite cliff I came to the realiza- 
tion that my little raft didn’t have much of a 
safety factor in snow-melt water 100’ deep. 

Fast forward about 30 years. The sec- 
ond smallest boat that ve ever owned, the 
Flats Rat, is also one of the most fun boats 
that I’ve had the pleasure of building and us- 
ing. It’s 8’ long and about 34” wide with a 
foot of depth where I sit. Cost was about $70, 
time about 40 hours. Fun factor is almost 
without limits. 

To understand the Flats Rat you need to 
understand the Mouse, a boat that was born 
on the Internet. The Mouse was originally 
designed, then released, for free to 
boatbuilders on the Internet. The release of 
the Mouse design was modeled after Open 
Source software development. Mouse is the 
child of an English guy named Gavin Atkin. 
His website is a treasure trove of free stuff 

My wife, who I affectionately call the 
“Reverend,” paddles her Flats Rat Perk on 
Hundred Acre Pond. 

Mouse Boats 

& Flats Rats 

By Jon Rieley-Goddard 

having to do with building boats, including 
computer programs, free, for designing boats. 
The designer also started a Yahoo club con- 
cerning the Mouse, where builders stay in 
touch and share photos of their Mice. 

The Mouse appeared in three photos that 
ran in the July 15, 2001 issue of MAJB in an 
article titled “John Gardner Small Craft Work- 
shop 2001.” A caption that ran with the pho- 
tos says that no one knew what the little mys- 
tery boat was. A few issues later a reader 
wrote to clear up the confusion and supply 
the name and some details. 

The Flats Rat is a bulked-up version of 
the Mouse, perfect for chubbier boaters. The 
designer says that the Flats Rat has 8” of free- 
board with 300 Ibs. of load. In contrast, the 
Mouse will hold a kid or two, or one adult 
not overfond of ice cream and such delights. 
Freeboard is minimal, about 5”. The original 
reason behind the first Mouse design was to 
give beginners a taste of stitch-and-glue con- 
struction methods. Payloads totaling much 

Launch day for Herk and I. 

above 200 Ibs. are problematic. In the two 
years or so since the first Mouse roared into 
virtual reality, more than 100 numbers have 
been issued to builders and many variations 
on the original design have been posted. 

This is where the Flats Rat comes in. A 
messing-about-type guy in Texas by the name 
of David Routh designed the Flats Rat as a 
variation on the Mouse. And he prefers nail- 
and-glue construction (somebody say amen 
to that). Where the Mouse has a vee bottom, 
the Flats Rat has a flat bottom. Propulsion is 
by double paddle and I found that 8-1/2’ 
paddles work just fine. 

The Mouse parameters specify plumb 
sides, pram ends, vee bottom, hard chines, 
and plywood sheathing, with stitch-and-glue 
or nail-and-glue construction. Strip planking 
or traditional lapstrake planking is not inside 
the parameters. The Flats Rat goes together 
with nails and glue, which I greatly prefer 
over the glop-intensive stitch-and-glue ap- 
proach. It’s a personal thing, but my aversion 
is strong. My dad and I built a 10-footer called 
the Graefin-10 when I was in middle school, 
and I still remember the trouble that we had 
with Bondo in the heat of summer. No stitch- 
and-glue for me, thank you. Been there, done 
that. 

Part of the fun of building a little boat 
like the Flats Rat or the Mouse is building in 
the basement, which here in Buffalo, New 
York, is a good thing in the winter. Mouse 
boats and cognates have minimal plans, so 
another fun thing is adding your own touches. 
The prototype Flats Rat had sealed bulkheads 
at the ends with small, round, plastic hatch 
covers. I chose to use the approach that Jim - 
Michalak uses on many of his boats such as 
the Piccup. I made watertight bulkheads but 
my hatch covers are large and made of ply- 
wood and are held down by shock cord criss- 
crossed and held in place by snapping the cord 
under screw eyes on the sides of the opening. 

Another modification that I introduced 
in the second Flats Rat that I made was to 
use two narrow keel strips instead of a skeg, 
which I used on my first one. And in both 
boats that [ built, I backed the bulkheads and 
transom ends with 3/4” pine to give me some- 
thing to nail into with ringed bronze boat 
nails. 

I’m getting ahead of myself some. I’ve 
actually built two of these little beauties, 
Herk and Perk. The first one went together 
in secret in the basement last August just be- 
fore a family vacation on Lake Ontario. My 
wife (subsequently referred to as the Rever- 
end) noticed a lot of banging going on, but I 
was able to scam her on the noise for the two 
or three days it took to complete the hull. Just 
finishing up some stuff for the sailboat, I told 
her. Was she surprised? Does Buffalo get a 
lot of snow in the winter? 

On the family vacation I launched for 
the first time a Piccup Squared sailboat that I 
had been building all spring and summer from 
plans by Jim Michalak, but it was the Flats 
Rat that captured the hearts and minds of the 
men and women and children in my wife’s 
extended family. Girls as young as 8 and as 
old as I won’t say, and guys of large and larger 
sizes all found this little paddle boat to be an 
absolute delight. To get a turn in the Flats Rat 
you had to get in line. Seven of us tried it out 
and we had so much fun that we spent a sec- 
ond precious day of our week at Selkirk 
Shores State Park driving back up to the pro- 



tected waters of Salmon River Reservoir, a 
half-hour inland from Lake Ontario, to enjoy 
the little boat some more. 

Oh sure, I enjoyed the sailboat and it is 
a beauty in its own right, but it was the little 
paddle boat that had me. As soon as we got 
back to Buffalo I went back down in the base- 
ment, and 50 hours and $120 later, mostly 
for two sheets of lauan underlayment, a gal- 
lon of epoxy, and a few pounds of boat nails, 
I had one of my own, a little green jewel to 
match the Reverend’s little yellow one. These 
boats can go together with wood and plywood 
leftovers from other projects and paint and 
epoxy left in the bottom of dented contain- 
ers. 

I heartily recommend that you build a 
Mouse or Flats Rat. Here’s the deal. If you 
have a computer and online connection, you 
can download the plans from the Internet, 
print them out, and be on your way. For free. 
If you don’t have that capability, someone in 
your family, in all likelihood, does. And they 
don’t have your aversion to computers and 
such, either. I list the necessary Internet ad- 
dresses at the end of this article. They will 
know what to do with them. They might even 
teach you how to say URL. 

We launched my Flats Rat, Herk, in 
September on a faultless fall day of lively 
wind and clear sky. A high pressure zone had 
been giving us day after day of blue sky and 
fall-tinged warmth with 60s and 70s. It was 
T-shirt and shorts weather on the cool side. 
We went to Mendon Ponds Park south of 
Rochester, New York, near Pittsford and 
Locks 33 and 34 on the Erie Canal. Mendon 
Park is out in open country. There are three 
kettle ponds, glacial lakes, and we paddled 
on the largest of them, Hundred Acre Pond. 
There was a strong wind just short of white 
caps. That gave me a lot of information to 
ponder concerning the skeg vs. keel strips 
question that I had posed for myself in build- 
ing the two little boats. 

We launched at a simple dock (no power 
boats allowed) and were on our way in min- 
utes. I put a small round ice cooler between 
my extended legs and the Reverend (my 
wife...remember) had a six-pack size cooler 
in her little boat. The lake is approximately 
1/2-mile wide and 1-1/2 miles long by my 
estimate. Because it was formed by glacial 
action and the kettle pond effect, its margins 
are regular. The depth is sufficient for paddle 
boats, aquatic grasses grow almost to the 
water’s surface all over the lake and lily pads 
were present, too, but only in patches. A few 
beautiful aquatic white flowers persisted 
among the lily pads. 

We had the lake to ourselves except for 
an old guy in a plastic mini-kayak of the sort 
that the Flats Rat gives some competition to. 
The old guy paddled across the lake, then 
flipped onto his back and drifted with the 
wind. Our paths crossed once. As we paddled 
up the shore against the wind we came near a 
gaggle of geese. After the gaggle split into 
two groups moving in two directions, one 
group of four or five geese exploded into 
flight, honking, flapping, and generally com- 
plaining and accusing. 

When we made the turn to go downwind, 
I discovered that my boat with the keel strips 
had what at first seemed like a counter-intui- 
tive habit of trying to round up into the wind 
if I paddled normally, dipping one blade, then 
the other, etc., etc. At first I was puzzled, and 

I noticed that if I paddled on one side only I 
could maintain my heading or would need to 
switch to paddling for a while on the other 
side only. I decided that the stern, which has 
a bit more volume than the bow, with my 
upright torso adding to the weathervane ef- 
fect and my weight establishing a pivot point 
aft of center, was accounting for the boat’s 
desire to round up. The other option was to 
drag the paddle rather than paddle mostly on 
one side. That had the effect of controlling 
the boat’s drift downwind, too. 

The Reverend’s little boat, which has a 
skeg instead of keel strips, did not act all that 
differently, except for slightly better track- 
ing downwind. I'll have to try her boat to see 
for myself. I noticed that both boats wiggled 
some when we were paddling normally, but 
it wasn’t any more pronounced in mine than 
in hers. These boats are built more for fun 
than for speed. The designer reports 3.2mph 
on the GPS as the top speed. 

I like the keel strips and will continue to 
use them because the lauan plywood that I 
used in both boats oilcans in the Reverend’s 
boat when you step in. I also noticed flexing 
when I tossed her boat from the truck onto 
the water while we were using it on our va- 
cation. This oilcanning is not a big problem, 
but the two single strips do give a lot of added 
structural improvement for the effort ex- 
pended and adds almost no weight. I copied 
the twin keel strips, which are aligned directly 
below the coaming strips, from the Piccup 
Squared project. 

One alteration in the Reverend’s little 
boat will be a few strips across the inside of 
the cockpit forward so she can have some- 
thing to brace her feet against. When I built 
my little boat I shortened the cockpit about 
an inch at each end after seeing that the best 
sitting position, leaning against the aft bulk- 
head, still made the boat trim a bit by the stern. 
The Reverend could move her cutdown lawn 
chair seat 4-5” forward, but that would call 
for a more complex arrangement than just 
throwing in the chair and paddling away. 

Since | am taller, I find it comfortable to 
brace against the forward bulkhead and use a 
boat cushion to sit on, keeping out of the pint 
or two of bilge water I deposit in the boat 
when I get in (have to remember a big sponge 

My wife’s 10-year-old niece paddles Perk at 
Salmon River Reservoir near Lake Ontario 
in the Thousand Islands region. The Flats Rat 
accepts up to 300 Ibs. of payload, more or 
less, with no complaints or vices. 

to get rid of that water next time). I have no- 
ticed that sitting on one boat cushion feels 
right and sitting on two boat cushions feels 
like I’m in danger of bringing my weight too 
high for safe buoyancy. I’m planning on play- 
ing around with a simple built-in seat. I have 
several styles to pick among in my library of 
boatbuilding books. 

After drifting down the lake, we had 
lunch at a picnic area across from the dock. 
We retraced our route around the lake back 
to the dock. We had one of the most pleasur- 
able times on the water that we’ve ever had 
together. The next day, I was still grinning. 

Websites and Other Internet Information 
My own website, http://www.herkn 

perk.com, has text and photo building logs 
for several boats that I’ve built, including a 
Weekend Skiff that I described in an article 
that ran in the August 15, 2002, edition of 
MAIB, and several Michalak designs, includ- 
ing a Harmonica canalboat, Moby Dink, 
Quark, and the Piccup Squared. And build- 
ing logs of the two Flats Rats. The site has 
wads of pictures, including an extensive log 
of our trips on the Erie Canal in our Har- 
monica. 

And my other website, http://www. 
bookboating.com, offers reviews of books 
about boating, from choosing to building to 
enjoying. There is a portal on the site through 
which you can purchase the books that I re- 
view. I wouldn’t think of building boats with- 
out building my boat library, too. 

Mouse creator Gavin Atkin offers plans 
for many Mouse boats at his website, http:// 
home.clara.net/gmatkin/de sign.htm. His col- 
lection of links to free things such computer 
software for designing boats is extensive and 
helpful. 

The website of Flats Rat creator, David 
Routh, is http://www.shortypen.com. His 
website also has a lot of pix and text about 
the various Lake Conroe (Texas) Messabouts 
that have taken place in recent years. 

Another website with free downloads of 
Mouse plans is Duckworks magazine, an 
online resource known to some MAIB read- 
ers, at http://www.duckworksmagazine.com. 
This site has a good community feel. 

There are also Yahoo Groups concern- 
ing Mouse boats and boats designed by Jim 
Michalak. Go to http://www.yahoogroups. 
com and do a word search. Joining a Yahoo 
Group is easy, directions are on the first page 
that you will encounter. 

Listen, if you have made it this far and 
you don’t like computers or the Internet, 
here’s what you do. Take your copy of MA/B 
with this article inside and go to your local 
public library. Walk up to the reference desk 
and stab your finger at those Internet ad- 
dresses in the paragraphs above. Grunt or 
make some other appropriate noise. You 
won’t even have to break into speech. The 
librarian will know what to do. If he/she tries 
to get you to sit down at a computer, simply 
say, “No thanks...all I need is for you to go 
here and download and print out some boat 
plans for me.” Better yet, ask your 12-year- 
old nephew to do it for you. 

Fear and/or loathing of things digital is 
no excuse. You can do this. And you will be 
glad that you did. Those of you who have 
Internet access can email me (webmaster@ 
herknperk.com) with any questions that you 
have about these fine little boats. 
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Stretched Auray Punt 
By Hans Waecker 

If, as an “amateur designer,” my only 
criterion would be that my creation floats, this 
would be easy. However, having built some 
20-odd Bolger designed boats, I am aware 
that there is more to it. I have a feeling that 
some of my co-freres are not cognizant of this 
fact. 

In my book Phil Bolger is a genius, ev- 
ery time I read his accounts I find another 
“pearl.” His Auray Punt has been featured in 
MAIB since Phil published the plans in the 
February 1, 1993 issue. 

In 1995 I built one which still lives hap- 
pily in Nova Scotia. In the July 15, 1998 is- 
sue I detailed our panelized construction for 
shipment by U.S. mail to Culebra, Puerto 
Rico. 

The Auray Punt shown on Page 8 of the 
December 15, 2003 issue gave me the idea to 
describe my approach to stretching the 10’ 
original version to 12’, which I briefly men- 
tioned on Page 8 in the November 15, 2002 
issue. Here now is how I went about it. 

I purchased a set of plans from Dyna- 
mite Payson, which he sells for $30. The plans 
are drawn to scale, this makes it easy to pick 
up the dimensions with an architect’s rule. If 
you want to build one, write to Dynamite at 
Pleasant Beach Rd., S. Thomaston, ME 04858 
or call him at (207) 594-7587. 

In order to stretch the punt, I cut the plan 
view along the forward edge of the center 
thwart between stations 4 and 5 as marked 
on the drawing. I then measured one foot in 
each direction, fore and aft, and faired the 
lines along the gunwales with a batten. As I 
wanted to retain the gained midship space, I 
made the center thwart removable. Rowlock 
sockets are placed 10” aft of the forward 
thwart as well as of the center thwart. This 
center thwart is necessary to maintain the trim 
for solo rowing. 

The rigidity of the side panels was re- 
tained by adding an inwale at a 3/4” space. 
The transom knees were enlarged to allow 
storage spaces underneath. These are acces- 
sible through deck plates in the knees. The 
rest of the construction is straightforward. 

Hans Waecker, 47 Bowman’s Landing 
Rd., Georgetown, ME 04548, (207) 371-2282 

Forward facing rowing 

Uses arms or legs or both. Great 
full body exercise for 1 or 2 

rowers. Boat kits and rowing rigs 
made by Ron Rantilla in Warren, 

RI. Please visit our website: 

www.frontrower.com 



In the last article we made the flexi-trunk 
block, this article will install that part along 
with other parts to the underside of sleepers 
deck. 

The flexi-trunk block surfaces must be 
well sealed with epoxy, the reason for this is 
that a part will be sealed against its sides and 
the surfaces will be constantly exposed to 
moisture when the craft is in the water. Now 
this part will be mounted to the underside of 
the deck using bronze ring nails and glue. 

Note that a centerline has been drawn 
on the underside of the deck. This is used to 
locate the slot for the dagger board opening 
it is also used to locate the hatch opening. 

At this time it must be decided if the 
underside of the deck will be seal coated with 
epoxy or another sealer. (Varnish could also 
be used and would work fairly well, however, 
if you plan to use Sleeper a lot and have it a 
long time, then give it a couple of coats of 
epoxy.) 

After all the mating surfaces have been 
carefully planed and faired, then the deck can 
be put in place. The lower half of the hull 
must be solidly braced and legs can be added 

By Don Elliott 
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until the deck is nailed in place. 
The cockpit sides and ends are also 

nailed in place at this time. (Alternate 
supports are shown if legs won’t be used.) 

All nail heads must be driven below the 
upper surface of the deck, the reason for this 
is other pieces of wood or parts will be placed 
over these areas. Where there are no parts 
covering the nail heads, indentations must be 
filled and faired. 

The filler that will be the easiest to fair 
smooth will be the lightest filler that is 
available, and that happens to be West’s 
Microlight filler (410). Bondo and more dense 
fillers are harder to sand than Microlight. 
Using Microlight filler as a fairing putty for 
this and all your fairing work will save you a 
lot of time, cutting the building time down 
significantly. 

(To Be Continued) 
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(All rights reserved. These articles, along with 
their drawings, are under copyright law. No 
part of them may be reproduced, copied, or 
used in any form without the written 
permission of the author. Don Elliott 2002) 
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Greens Point Boatyard 
Native White Oak Lumber Sales 

31 Greens Point Road 
Ipswich, MA 01938 

Tel: 978-356-7416 Fax: 978-356-7424 



SCOUNER 
Wr orine 

PHIL BOLGER & FRIENDS, INC. 
BOAT DESIGNERS, PO BOX 1209 
FAX 978-282-1349 
GLOUCESTER, MA 01930, USA 

Dido was a custom design for Aeneas 
Precht of Fielding, Saskatchewan. She was 
meant for lake sailing, including large lakes 
in the far north such as Lac La Ronge, which 
can be rough. She was one of several designs 
we’ve done that are supposed to be able to 
get around without a motor, eliminating 
messy oil and dangerous gasoline, noise, a 
theft hazard with outboard motors or a more 
or less degraded sailing performance with an 
inboard, and considerable expense. There’s a 
sporting challenge as well. For lake sailing, 
where there are no streams either from tide 
or river current, rowing works well whenever 
there is not enough wind to sail. 

Quite a few boats of this type have been 
built to our plans, mainly about 160 produc- 
tion Dovekies which are well liked plus an 
unknown number of Birdwatchers and a few 
other types. To work well they have to have 
minimum wetted surface, friction over which 
is all of the hydrodynamic drag at the 3 knot 
speed they can make under oars. The rudder 
and whatever they have for lateral plane have 
to retract clear of the water. The rig should 
be readily struck down to a low height where 
surface friction diminishes the wind speed, 
under 5’ in this case, for the occasions when 
it is necessary to row her against the wind. 

A pair of 9’ oars with ideal geometry 
develop considerable power for a short dis- 
tance to get through a bottleneck passage or 
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Bolger on Design 
Dido 

Oar Auxiliary Cat Yaw] 
Design #431 

Length Overall 25’7” (7.8m) 
Breadth overall 6’7” (2.0m) 

Draft of Hull 7” (.18m) 
Draft w/Maximum Leeboard (3’5”) (1.6m) 

Working SA 166sf (15.4sm) 
Optional Reaching Spinnaker 81sf (7.5sm) 

to shift berth. And, of course, lowering the 
mast saves noise in the night and the chance 
of dragging anchor and allows passing low 
bridges and tree branches. In conjunction with 
the long sprit boom, the lowered mast lends 
itself to setting up a good tent over the open 
and non-draining cockpit (used to keep the 
weight low in the boat). She has space for 
four people to lie down, two in a near queen- 
sized double berth. 

Aeneas had worked out a prefabricated 
Airex fiberglass construction for her which 
allowed harder curves in section than ply- 
wood, though it did have to avoid compound 
curves. The projection used allowed unusu- 
ally sharp entrance waterlines combined with 

good buoyancy at the bow and a perfectly flat 
midbody for maximum sail carrying power. 
To duplicate this hull in more conventional 
construction, the bottom, or at least the for- 
ward end of it, would have had to be strip 
construction or cold molded in thin veneers. 
The rest of it could be sheet plywood of ordi- 
nary thickness. The boat came out fair and 
smooth and performed well, but we guess that 
the moldwork needed made her labor inten- 
sive 

She had no ballast, except a few pounds 
to make the leeboards go down, and got her 
stability to carry the small and low rig from 
her hull form supplemented by crew weight 
sitting on the weather side as low as a view 
forward allowed. The hull is so shallow that 
it does not generate deep waves and is not 
subject to the speed limitations of deeper and 
heavier types, she could reach and run in a 
fashion that could be called planing. She was 
said to be a handful to steer when doing so, 
though she never got out of control. The 
leeboards were said to “pound rather severely 
in heavy seas unless raised;” i.e., they would 
swing off the guards and slam back in, which 
is One reason we no longer use this Dutch type 
geometry for leeboards. 

The cuddy has a high watertight sill. If 
she got her rail in the water in a knockdown, 
she could ship a lot of water before any of it 
got below with the bedding. It would, of 
course, have to be pumped or bailed out of 
the cockpit. She has a large volume of posi- 
tive buoyancy, intended to float her high and 
stable even if the cuddy, as well as the open 
cockpit, flooded (the water can be very cold, 
and help not necessarily close, in some of her 
sailing waters). Nowadays we would give her 
a “Birdwatcher type” raised deck to make the 
watertight volume much higher to give her a 
greater range of stability, but Dido’s raised 
deck and high stern buoyancy make her for- 
giving compared with most conventional 
shallow boats. 

Dido had some good sailing, but she 
burned up in storage when she was only a 
year or two old. Aeneas replaced her with a 
Birdwatcher modified to suit the same cored 
glass construction used in Dido. Not being 
limited by standard plywood sizes, he gave 
her higher hull sides with correspondingly 
narrower transparencies to the same overall 
height. The result, shown in the second photo, 
is certainly sleek and the boat has given good 
satisfaction, but we would stay with the origi- 
nal proportions on account of the better view 
from inside, especially forward. After all, one 
of the great attractions of Birdwatcher is the 
pleasure of sailing her in shade and shelter in 
all weathers while ideally placed to help her 
stand up to her sail. 

Plans of Dido, our Design #431, are 
available for $250 to build one boat, sent pri- 
ority mail, rolled in a tube. The plans are 
metric and are for the fiberglass construction. 



Modified Birdwatcher successor to Dido lost in fire. 
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Towing 

Row & Sail Models 

| BAY * MAINE BOATS) 
P.O. Box 631 * Kennebunkport, ME 04046 + 207/967-4298 

43° 20.9'N - 70° 28.7'W 
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Custom 

Small 

Boats 

Builders of the famous Town Class sloop 
in wood or fiberglass as well as other cus- 
tom traditional wooden boats since 1934. 

Mast Hoops 

Mast Hoop Fasteners - Sail 
Hanks - Parrel Beads - Wood 
Cleats - Wood Shell Blocks - 

Deadeyes - Bullseyes - 
Custom Bronze Hardware 

Pert Lowell Co., Inc. 
Lanes End, Newbury, MA 01950 

(978) 462-7409 

Hansen & Company 
Builders of Practical & Impractical 

Boats 
Gloucester Gull Rowing Dories, 
Kayaks & Other Small Boats 

Dennis Hansen 207-594-8073 
P.O. Box 122 dgehansen@aol.com 
Spruce Head, ME 04859 

SmaliCraf A 
Builders of Traditional and 

Contemporary Rowing and Sailing Craft 

Richard Cullison 
301-946-5002 

11515 Kenton Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20902 

www.CullisonSmallCraft.com 

Thad Danielson 
1 Norman Street 

thadd@mediaone.net 

REDD’S POND BOATWORKS 

Marblehead, MA 01945 

781-631-3443 

Wooden Boat Building, Classic Designs, 
Traditional Construction and Materials 

888-686-3443 

Builders & 
Restorers 

(607) 547-2658 
Tom Krieg’s Boat Shop 
(At 6 Mile Point on West Lake Rd.) 

P.O. Box 1007 
Cooperstown, NY 13326 

Woodenboat Restoration & Rigging 

Reproduction of Charles Lawton 

10’ Yacht Tender 
Cedar on Oak 

Designed by Charles Lawton of 
Marblehead, MA, ca 1980. Built: 

C. Stickney, Boatbuilders Ltd. 1997 

C. Stickney Boatbuilders Ltd. 

HC 61 Box 1146, St. George, ME 04857 

(207) 372-8543 

email: woodboats @msn.com 

Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

Cape Cod’s 
Sailing Headquarters 
& Wooden Boat Center 

*Established 1951* 

Proud Builders of 
Arey’s Pond Catboats 

147" OA 
12’ Kitten - 16’ Lynx 

20’ Cruising Cat 
Traditional elegance with a 

fiberglass hull, teak trim & floor- 
boards, all fittings solid bronze 

sitka spruce spars 

Box 222, 43 Arey’s Ln. (Off Rt. 28) 
So. Orleans, MA 02662 

(508) 255-0994 
http://www.by-the-sea.com/ 

areyspondboatyard 
E-mail: catboat@cape.com 

Robb White & Sons, Inc. 

Custom Small Boats 
Forty Years 

P.O. Box 561 
Thomasville, GA 31799 

’ HaAppEN Boat COMPANY 
jf Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 

Experience the Original 

1888 N.J. Melon Seed 
WP. Stevens ~ H.I. Chapelle 
Patience Launched June 2003 

Order yours now. 

11 Tibbetts Lane 
Georgetown, ME 04548 

207-371-2662 



Bluejacket 24 

A lightweight, trailerable cruiser that planes 
from 22mph down to 10mph on only 50hp. A 
handsome cruiser with roomy forecabin and 
pilothouse, private head, and classic lines. 
Stitch & glue plywood for ease of constrution. 

Plan package $150 

Tom Lathrop 
P.O. Box 752, Oriental, NC 28571 

(252) 249-2646 
Harbinger @cconnect.net 

PICCUP PRAM 

11’ X 4’5” OA - 100# Empty 
Taped Seam Multichine 

$20 Plans - $1 INFO ON 8 BOATS 

JIM MICHALAK 
118 E Randall, Lebanon, IL 62254 

WEE PUNKIN 

“Wee Punkin” has traditional good looks, is fun 
to build from inexpensive materials, and her 

performance will delight you. Innovative foam 
core deck and ample flotation make her extra 
safe and comfortable. She is ideal for children 
if they can get her away from dad. Truly a break- 
through in small boat design. Hit of the Port 
Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. No lofting. 
Plans with full size station patterns and detailed 
instructions $36. SASE for more info. 

‘GRAND MESA BOATWORKS 
15654 57-1/2 Rd., Collbran, CO 81624-9778 

Plans & Kits 

Attend our one-day workshops 
where we will show you 

Se construction techniques 

Canoe, Kayak & Rowinc Boat Kits 

Ss the NEWFOUND 

603-744-6872 
Pe eeicadtm 2 

How to Build 
the Ocean 

Pointer 
A 19’6” 

Outboard Skiff 
y David Stimson 

This new _ book 
shows you how to 
strip-build this good 

looking round-bilge skiff. 
57 pgs., softcover. 
$17.95 + $3.85 shipping (US) 
The WoodenBoat Store, 
PO Box 78, 
Brooklin, Maine 04616 
www.woodenboatstore.com 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-273-7447 

Building 

Small Boats 
by Greg Rossel 

Traditional lap- 
strake and plank- 
on-frame construc- 
tion methods are 
featured in this thor- 
ough yet reader- 
friendly book. 

278 pgs., hardcover. 
$39.95 + $5.50 postage. 
The WoodenBoat Store, 
PO Box 78, 

Brooklin, Maine 04616 

www.woodenboatstore.com 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-273-7447 

Ges cuN HUGE BOAT 
BUILDER WEBSITE: 

WWW.GLEN-L.COM 
Most informative site on the web: Over 200 Plans & 
kits, “Project Registry” lists boats in progress, online 
catalogs & ordering, customer boat photos, FREE info 
on various building methods, online newsletter & much 
more! Your one-stop boat building resource! Hard-copy 

catalog $9.95- 21¢-pages illustrated 

‘Glen-L marine designs 
ah PO box 1804/AM44 

| 9152 Rosecrans Ave. 
Bellflower, CA 90707-1804 

882-520-5258 
FAX 562-630-6280 

SWAMP YAHEEL 
BOATS 

Three Ultralight Stitch & Glue Versions 
1. Ruston’s “Wee Lassie” Solo Canoe 
2. Rob Roy Type Decked Solo Canoe 
3. Touring Kayak 

Information Packet $2.00 

Robert W. Sparks 
36 Soundview Hts., Branford, CT 06405 

(203) 488-5932 

ch Ai 
ATKIN 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
Over 200 designs. Famed Atkin double- 
enders, traditional offshore and coastal 
cruising yachts, rowing/sailing dinghies, 
utilities, and houseboats. $10 U.S., $15 
Canada, $18 overseas airmail. Payment: 

U.S. dollars payable through a U.S. bank. 

ATKIN DESIGNS 
P.O. Box 3005, Noroton, CT 06820 

apatkin @ aol.com 
www.atkinboatplans.com 

Nabcdedaiasi 037 Designs by Platt Monfort 

STUDY PLANS BOOK $4.95 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO $19.95 

Monfort Associates 
50 Haskell Rd. MA, Westport, ME 04578 

207) 882-5504 ob . 
<gaboats.com> 

WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 

BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder from 
10’ launch IRREDUCIBLE to famous 32’ blue-water ketch TAHITIANA. Send $2 for catalog defining 
specs, plans, contents, prices, etc. 

READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 article reprints on small boat de- 
signs written through the years by E. Weston Farmer, N.A., considered by many to have been one of the 
outstanding marine writers of all time. Delightful reading for only $i per page. All articles include line 
drawings, offsets, etc. that you can use. Send $2 for catalog listing. 

WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES 
18970 AZURE ROAD, WYZATA, MN 55391 (612) 473-2360 



It's Not Just Art, It's a Crafi! 
Unique Wood-Strip, 

Performance, Sea Kayaks 

Kits, Plans & 
Finished Boats 

Send $3 for a catalog to: 
Nick Schade 

Guillemot Kayaks 
Apt. M, 824 Thompson St. 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 

ph: 860-659-8847 

A light- 
weight, 

sturdy 
wooden, 
beauty 
anyone can 
build from 
our pre-as- 
sembled 
kit. Price, including sail, $975. Catalog of 13 
kit designs handcrafted in Vermont, $5. Two- 
hour demonstration video, $23. 

SHELL BOATS 
561 Polly Hubbard Rd., St. Albans, VT 05478 

(802) 524-9645 
www.by-the-sea.com/shellboats 

Bobcat 123” x 6’0” 
Designer Phil Bolger and builder Harold Payson have de- 
veloped a tack-and-tape multi-chine version of the classic 
catboat that puts the charm and performance of this famous 
type within the reach of home builders with a minimum 
investment in time and money. 

PLEASE SEND ME: U) Complete construction plans and instruc- 
tions for $40.00 0 Study plan packet for Bobcat and 36 other easy- 
to-build Intant Boats for $5.00. 
BOOKS: QO /nstant Boats, $16.00 UO Build the New Instant Boats, 

$19.95 UO How to Build Your Own Boat, $20.00 UO Build the Instant 
Catboat, $12.95 O How to Build the Gloucester Light Dory, $7.95 O 
Keeping a Cutting Edge: Saw Filing, $7.95 Oi Boat Modeling with 
Dynamite Payson, $19.95 Qi Bolger’s 103 Small Boat Rigs, $28.95 
QO) Boat Modeling the Easy Way, $19.95 Add $1.00 S&H 

Name 

Street 

CITY ee ee ee eS LAL eee Seem 10) 

Harold H. Payson & Co. 
Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach Road * South Thomaston, ME 04858 

207-594-7587 

The Best 

Boats 

You Can 

Build. 

For a free catalog of boat kits, plans, and 
boatbuilding materials, contact: 

Chesapeake Light Craft 
1805 George Ave. Annapolis, MD 21401 

410 267 0137 
info@clcboats.com 

www.cicboats.com 



Wood Canoe 

Hardware 

CANOE HARDWARE 
1/2”, 11/16”, 7/8” Canoe Tacks; 3/8” Oval 
Brass Stem Bands; Clenching Irons; 3/16” 
Bronze Carriage Bolts; Canoe Plans; Clear 

White Cedar. Price List Available. 

NORTHWOODS CANOE SHOP 
Ph: (888) 564-1020 
Fax: (207) 564-3667 

Web: www.woodencanoes.com 

KayakCraft 
by Ted Moores 

Learn from a mas- 
ter! Ted Moores has 
been building and 
teaching in the art of 
strip-construction 

3 : for years. The book 
Hert Wolves e# includes four Steve 

Killing designed 

kayaks. It’s packed with Ted’s tips and tech- 
niques, so results will be great. 
185 pgs., softcover. 
$19.95 + $4.50 postage. 
The WoodenBoat Store, 
PO Box 78, 
Brooklin, Maine 04616 1} 
www.woodenboatstore.com 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-273-7447 

RAKA EPOXY & FIBERGLASS 
We have several types of epoxy resins with different mix 
ratios for coating, gluing and composite construction. Our 
large fiberglass inventory include.smany weights of stan- 
dard woven materials as well as a good selection of biaxials 
and triaxials. Carbon and kevlar fabrics are also available. 
We offer the lowest prices and same day UPS shipping. Our 
normal store hours are from 9am to Spm Monday to Friday, 
but calls are welcome seven days a week until 10pm. Write 
or call us or see our internet site for complete info and prices. 

RAKA Marine 
3490 Oleander Ave., Ft. Pierce, FL 34982-6571 

Ph. (561) 279-8929 - Fax (561) 279-2539 
www.raka.com 

Supplies 

GAMBELL & HUNTEp 
SAI SE 

Ry / gging j 
16 Limerock St. Camden, ME 04843 

(207) 236-3561 
www.gambellandhunter.com 

CUT COPPER CLENCH NAILS 
Pure half hard hand drawn copper made 

on old Atlas Company machines. 
3 diameters: 1/16”, 3/32”, 1/8” 

11 sizes: 3/4” to 1-3/8” 
For sample packet & information send $3 

To order call 603-433-1114 or write 

STRAWBERY BANKE MUSEUM 
PO Box 300, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 
Boat grade rough sawn flitches in stock. 
Most are 16’ long 4/4 to 8/4 thick. New 

supply ready to ship. 
Call or write for info. 

J.D. ENGLAND CO. 
1780 Remlik Dr. Urbanna VA 23175 

(804) 758-2721 

MAINE COAST LUMBER, INC. 
66 Larrabee Road 

Westbrook, ME 04902 
(207) 856-6015 
(877) 408-4751 

Fax (207) 856-6971 
M-F 7:30am-4:30pm 
Saturday 8am-12pm 

17 White Birch Lane 
York, ME 03909 
(207) 363-7426 
(800) 899-1664 

Fax (207) 363-8650 < = 
M-F7am-5pm ™ 

HARDWOOD LUMBER « SOFTWOOD LUMBER ¢ 
HARDWOOD PLYWOODS .» MELAMINE « MDF « 

MARINE PLYWOODS * MDO ¢ PARTICLE BOARD + 
SLATWALL « LAMINATE « EDGE BANDING * VENEER * 

HARDWOOD MOLDINGS « CUSTOM MILLING 

We Deliver www.mainecoastlumber.com = 
ME, NH, VT, MA, RI email: info@mainecoastlumber.com We ship UPS 

SANEMAOE 

207-882-9820 

CUSTOM 
DESIGNS 

» : Up Gc’ 
w DD SHARRI 

Pin, | SCasset me. 04 



Atlantic White Cedar 
Custom cut to your specifications from our own 
logs which we bring up from Florida. Lengths up 
to 24’. 

Clearly the best 
WEST SYSTEM® Brand 

207 Hardener 

Cypress and other species available upon request. 

Woodcraft Productions Ltd. 
P.O. Box 17307 

Smithfield, RI 02917-0704 
Tel (401) 232-2372 
Fax (401) 232-1029 

#e 

ee 

Boatbuilding Supplies 
STRIP-« STITCH & GLUE « PLYWOOD & FIBERGLASS CONSTRUCTION 

SUSUUTHREE epoxy resin 
Simple 2:1 mix ratio * Available in 1.5 qt.-15 gal. units 

Fast, med, slow hardeners for use in temperatures 
as low as 35°F 

3 Gal. Unit $147.00 ‘ 

FIBERGLASS CLOTH ¢ TAPES * MATS * ROVINGS « KNITS 

¢ REICHOLD Polyester Resins (gals, pails, 
drums) 

* NESTE GelCoats As 
¢ Sikaflex Urethane Sealants 
¢ Gloucester Marine Paints (40-50% discount) 

¢ 2 part Urethane Pour Foam 
“Kayak built by 

Ted Moores, master 

builder, teacher and 

* author of Canoecraft & 
Kayakcraft. Ted has used 
WEST SYSTEM Brand 

products for 29 years. 
He recommends105/207 

for the ultimate clear finish. 
www. bearmountainboats.com 

Microballoons ¢ Silica Powder * Wood 
Flour Pigments * Milled & Chop Fibers ¢ 
Squeegees Syringes * Brushes ¢ Rollers ¢ 
Paper Pots * Gloves Coveralls * And More 

LOW Silicon Bronze Wood Screws 
pfonees Nails & Stainless Fasteners 

Top Quality Products * Competitive Prices * Fast Knowledgeable Service 
All items in stock and ready for immediate shipment. 

FIBERGLASS SUPPLY 
SUPPLYING QUALITY MATERIALS TO BOAT OWNERS, 

YYE& HULL FINISHERS AND BOATYARDS FOR OVER 20 YEARS. 

For fabric applications and clear coating, SYyvs TEA P.O. Box 399, E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 
WEST SYSTEM 105 Resin & 207 Hardener tA ey a ee om 

# Maintains clarity and has extremely low blush iz Epoxy products Catalog! 800-3 2 3-03 I 4 
formation—as low as "no blush" epoxies . 7 

» Requires fewer coats to fill fiberglass weave Reliable solutions YANMAR 
than other epoxies 

Ser Gougeon Brothers, Inc. 
= Apply three or more coats in one day and sand : 989.684.7286 9 

the next—your projects get finished faster www.westsystem.com ORR’S ISLAND BOAT WORKS 
Award Winning Dealer 9hp-500hp Diesels 

Full Parts Inventory 
erat Expert Technical Assist Call today for your FREE User Manual & Product Guide ee SS ae 

Orr’s Island, ME 04066 (207) 833-5852 

E-mail: oibw @ gwi.net 

The SEE SMALL-CRAFT SAILS 
Smart 
Bilge AND GET A QUOTE AT VER 

Pump > www.dabblersails.com 

the 
Asta ; simple - : 

eae, ee solution 8 
Boaters’ Cards and Stationery | for the * dab @crosslink.net 
Business card size with a wood engraving of your bet a : ee small . Ph/fax 804-580-8723 
on the front. Your contact info on the back. All hand work 

artisprinter. Other fied options available. For renee Call (800) 350-0564 craft he PO Box 235, Wicomico Ch., VA 22579 

yy 

=. 
A 

contact 

L.S. Baldwin, Box 884, Killingsworth, CT 06410 wes owner Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop 
www.jrsupplies.com See web page - www.ironworksgraphics.com/iwgstationery.huml 



Classified Marketplace 
BOATS FOR SALE 

25’ Old Town War Canoe, °54. Legacy is 
beautifully restored, appears on cover of the history 
of Old Town Canoe. Featured in Dec 2000 calendar 
page of WoodenBoat magazine. Gorgeous. $6,000 
OBO. 
SUE AUDETTE, Mansfield Ctr, CT, (860) 456- 
0558 days, wwcanoe @ mindspring.com (20) 

20’ Chrysler C-20 Sloop, ’79 model, slps 4, 1’ 1” 
draft w/ swing keel retracted. Main & working jib. 
9.9hp Johnson Sailmaster LS OB w/gen, ’89. VHF, 
anchor & rode, battery, V-berth cushions. Dual axle 
trir. Huge cockpit, grt for day sailing or cruising 
for the outdoor type. Will deliver within 3hrs of 
Philadelphia. $2,200. 
JIM MUSSER, Hainesport, NJ, (609) 267-4039, 
<mussersail @netscape.net> (21) 

Chesapeake Bay Bargain Boats: O-Day 23 FG 
Sloop, *78 shoal draft model, CB. ’°90 Evinrude 
6hp OB w/charger. $1,500. 31’ FG Ketch, w/ 
wheelhouse, Volvo Diesel. Character cruising boat. 
$9,000. San Juan 24 FG Sloop, fin keel w/OB. 
Performance cruiser. $2,200. Trade possible for lg 
traditional pulling boat. 
MICHAEL BOSWORTH, Vienna, VA, (703) 864- 
4174, <Michael.bosworth @ verizon.nets (21) 

17’ Whitehall, FG-woodcore, sail rig, 2 rowing 
stations. Exc cond. Sails & rows beautifully. Nds 
only 2hp motor to zip along. W/galv trir. $2,500.— 
15’6” New Rowboat, plywood w/60z FG inside 
& out. A cartopper, weighs only 80lbs. $500. 
JACK FAATZ, Dayton, TN, (423) 775-2944, Sun- 
Thurs. (21) 

21’ Sea Pearl Cat Ketch, exc cond located central 
FL. Late ‘80s leeboard model w/water ballast. 
Lots of extras, super trilr. $7,500. A. TILLEY, 
Verous beach, FL, (772) 234-1218, 
<Atilley 1 @bellsouth.net> (21) 

12' Geodesic Whitehall, vy light weight, w/oars. 
$450. 
RON GRUNLOH, 36 Bliss Ave., Hamden CT, 
(203) 407 0713, cris2655 @earttInk. Net (20) 

25’ Gulfweed Hanna Schooner, ’42 2 masted 
fixer-upper. Universal engine, newer sails. $500 
firm. 26’ Douglas Steel Cruiser, 60, 283 Chevy 
w/Borg Warner trans. Hvy duty dual axle trlr. 
Asking $3,800 OBO. 
ANN SOUTH, Columbia Station, OH, (440) 236- 
5610. (20P) 

12' Old Shoe, Phil Bolger design slightly 
modified. Professionally blt w/West System ™ & 
bronze, ready for spring launch, incl trlr. $5,500. 
Call for additional info. 
RUDY SAMPSON, Plymouth, MA, (508) 746- 
5472. (20) 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION: 

Classified ads are FREE TO SUB- 
SCRIBERS for personally owned boat re- 
lated items. Each ad will automatically 
appear in two consecutive issues. Further 
publication of any ad may be had on re- 
quest. 

A one-time charge of $8 will be made 
for any photograph included with any ad 
to cover the cost to us of the necessary 
halftone. For return of photo following 
publication, include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

Non-subscribers and commercial 
businesses may purchase classified ads at 
$.25 per word per issue. To assure accu- 
racy, please type or print your ad copy 
clearly. Mail to Boats, 29 Burley St., 
Wenham, MA 01984. No telephone ads 
please. 

17’ Sailing Canoe, #C113 dble ender Swedish bit 
ca 1920. Cedar on oak clinker bit. All hrdwre, 2 
sets sheets, steel drop CB & rudder. Masts & 
booms. $1,000. 
BILL & CHRIS WHEELER, New Preston, CT, 
(860) 8868-0828. (21) 

Middle Path Skua Rowing Cruiser, FG hull w/ 
varnished mahogany trim. 2prs 7-1/2’ leathered 
oars, 2prs bronze oarlocks. Mint cond, used twice, 
always garage stored. Asking $2,500 OBO. Inq for 
more info or pictures. 
PETER THIBEAULT, Brighton, MA, (617) 730- 
4950, <peterthibeault @hotmail.com> (subject line 
“Skua for sale”). (20P) 

10’ Bauer FG Sloop, w/teak trim. Truly a 
yachtsman’s craft. Carefully blt to last a lifetime. 
2 rowing stations, 7’ oars, cover, dacron sails. Over 
$5,000 new. An exc sailboat for $2,000. 
PETER BROWN, Alexandria, NH, (603) 744- 
s63@1) 

12’ Fishing Dory, hand crafted, frameless, Kevlar/ 
graphite composite bottom, wood core, 
thermoplastic hydraulic chine cushions, through 
stern anchoring, guide seating, ultimate 
maneuverability, rugged, featured in Epoxyworks 
magazine. $2,300. 
ROBERT DALLEY, Lake Juneluska, NC, (828) 
452-1384,A<Wavemasterboat @ webtv.net> (21) 

BOATS WANTED 

14’ - 16' Old Town Wooden Fishing Boat, from 
the “40s °50s. No major rot, hull not hogged. 
Suitable for restoration. Up to $1,000 if in fairly 
gd cond. 
TOM JAGGER, Springvale, ME (207) 324 2893, 
<tjagger @ metrocast.net>(20) 

Peep Hen or WW Potter 15, send price/cond/year/ 
equip. 
R. MOODY, P.O. Box 692, Enfield, CT 06083, 
(860) 741-3384. (21) 

SAILS & RIGGING FOR SALE 

Oak Deck Cleats, 8”, 1 pr. $25ppd. 
WINTERS BROTHERS, 4555 II Rd., Garden, MI 
49835. (20) 

GEAR FOR SALE 

ae 

A Tough Jacktar, holding his billy stick (18th C. 
British sailor) is featured on this T-shirt. Dramatic 
woodcut printed on an Ash Grey shirt. The words 
say it all! Perfect gift for any sailor, rower, or old 
salt! Medium-X large $17.00, XXL $19.00, S&H 
$4.50 in North America. We accept Visa, Master 
Card & American Express. 
NORS, P.O. Box 143, Woolwich, ME 04579 USA, 
(207) 985-6134, Fax (207) 985-7633, <crew 
@norsgear.com> www.norsgear.com (TFP) 
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Chris Craft Step Pads, pair 1g white w/chromed 
frames. $100. Windshield Brackets, small 3 piece 
w/internal running lights, believed to be Canadian. 
Nd rechrome. $300. Both plus shipping. 
ROY ROYAL, Columbus, MI, (313) 322-7967, 
<rroyal @ ford.com> (21) 

There is nothing — absolutely nothing— 

half so much worth doing \/ 

ie 

— = ——_— 

as simply messing about in boats. 

Famous Quotation & Illustration 
from The Wind in the Willows 

Join us in expressing Ratty’s sentiment to the 
world. T-shirt $17.50, Long Sleeve T $22, 
Sweatshirt $28, Tote Bag $18. Shipping $4.75, 
orders up to $25, add $1 for each additional $25. 
THE DESIGN WORKS, Dept MC, Box 880, 
Silver Spring, MD 20918, Toll free 877-637-7464, 
www.messingabout.com (TFP) 

GEAR WANTED 

O’Day Javelin or Daysailer Rudder, any cond. 
Also cockpit seat hatch cover. 
PETER BROWN, Alexandria, NH, (603) 744- 
5163. (21) 

Trailer, for keel/CB sailboat (23’ O’Day) in gd 
cond, to move boat from LI/NY to ME. Boat 
weighs 3,000lbs, draft 2’4”. Probably nds to be 
bunk type & galv or alum. Expect to pay $1,000 or 
higher for near new shape. Will travel to pick up. 
Appreciate info. 
ED CASS, Wellington, ME, (207) 683-2435, 
<edeshea @tdstelme.net> (21) 

BOOKS & PLANS FOR SALE 

Build the Mummichog 12, 11’4" x 43, At around 
110 lbs, it’s easy to row & can be powered by a 
Shp OB. Simple tape seam construction. A no scarf 
option is included in plans. Less than 4 sheets of 
marine plywood are used. Plans and instructions, 

$50. More at www.chogboats.com 
JERRY MATHIEU CUSTOM SKIFFS, Box 3023 
Westport, MA, (508) 679-5050 or (508) 636-8020. 
(21P) 

Nutmeg (aka $200 Sailboat), Bolger design, 15’6”x 
4’6”. Plans w/comp! directions. $20. 
DAVE CARNELL, 322 Pages Creek Dr., 

Wilmington, NC 28411, <davecarnell @att.net> 
(TFP) 
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“Sleeper’’, 7°10” car toppable sailing cruiser. Slps 
2 below deck. Plans $37, info $3. 
EPOCH PRESS, 186 Almonte Blvd., Mill Valley, 
CA 94941 (TFP) 

Dory Plans, row, power & sail. 30 designs 8'-30'. 
Send $3 for study packet. 
DOWN EAST DORIES, Dept. MB, Pleasant Beach 
Rd., S. Thomaston, ME 04858. (TF) 

When You Can’t Get On The Water, board a 
good book, visit... 
www.bookboating.com (21P) 

Tursiops Sea Kayak Plans, Michael Alford 
design, from WoodenBoat. Incl plans & brief bldng 
instr/scantlings/materials list from designer. Never 
built to plans, no more |-seaters! $35. 
ROBERT JACOBS, Fresno, CA, (559) 228-8718. 
(20) 

BOAT PLANS & KITS - WWW.GLEN- 
L.COM: Customer photos, FREE how-to 
information, online catalog. Or send $9.95 for 216- 

PAGE DESIGN BOOK, includes FREE Supplies 
catalog. Over 240 proven designs, 7’-55’. “How 
To Use Epoxy” manual $2.00. 
GLEN-L, Box 1804MA44, 9152 Rosecrans, 
Bellflower, CA 90707-1804, 562-630-6258 
www.Glen-L.com (TFP) 

WoodenBoats, oldest #42, occasional through 50s, 
60s and 70s. Compl from 77 through 112, some 
recent from 117 through 133. Bundled in lots of 
10 or less, by the bundle at $1 per issue plus 
shipping. 
BOB BROWN, 12936 Galaxie Ave., Apple Valley, 
MN 55124, (952) 432-7557. (21) 

BOOKS & PLANS WANTED 

Iron Fist, autobiography of Karl Kiekhaefer of 
mercury fame, by Rodengen. BOB WHITTIER, 
Duxbury, MA, whittier@mymailstation.com (20) 

New Jersey Garvey Type Hull Plans, drawings, 
etc for 24’ 27’ scow nose. Must be trailerable. 
MATTEO AUGUGLIARO, Smith’s Creek, MI, 
(810) 989 4600. (20) 

MISCELLANEOUS MARINE RELATED 
FOR SALE 

www.kleppers.org. (TFP) 

Sailboat Delivery, from Traverse City, MI area to 
Rochester, NY or Baltimore, MD area. Boat is full 
keel w/durable steel cradle, measures 22’6” loa x 

75” beam x 2’6” draft, 4,100lbs. 
DANIEL BOLBROCK, Brewster, MA, (508) 385- 
94529. (21) 

Hatch Cover Coffee Table, authentic hatch cover 
coffee table made from a WWII Liberty Ship hatch 
cover. Table measures 30"x60"x2-1/2", varnished 

& bound on each end w/heavy steel strap, and has 
two handholds. This table is vy heavy & much 
too big for my house. Not a reproduction. If you 
have the space it would make a great addition to 
any room with a nautical theme. I have seen coffee 
tables like this advertised on the web for over 
$2,000. I will sell this one for $1,000. 
LARRY DOW, Eliot ME, (207) 439 8488, 
<sailse32 @aol.com> (20) 

BOATBUILDING INSTRUCTION 

Class to Build Your Own Sailboat, “Sailor Girl” 
is the sharpie design of instructor John Wilson. 12’ 
plywood and epoxy hull (100Ibs) equally well 
maneuvered by oar or sail. May 14-15-16, 2004. 
$750 complete with sail. 
JOHN WILSON, Charlotte, MI, (517) 543-5325. 
(2B) 

WATERFRONT PROPERTY FOR RENT 

New Weekly Rental Cottage, “Toad Hall” on 9 
Mile Pond nr Bar Harbor, ME. Paddlers’ Paradise. 
Slps 5-6. $1,200/wk. 
BONNIE DEAN, Blue Hill, ME, (207)374-3773. 

(20) 

Get Away Vacation Rental, secluded home on 
Lake Huron 3 miles from DeTour Village in the 
UP of Michigan. Direct access to famous North 
Channel of Lake Huron. Over 500’ of private 
waterfront, private dock on protected Lake Huron 
bay. 6yr home on | floor sleeping 6 w/compl 
apartment over attached 2 car garage sleeping 7. 
Features full laundry, hot tub, deck, sandy beach. 
Home $800/wk. Home & apartment $1,100/wk. 
Apartment $300/wk. 
ROBERT/JEAN BLOOM, Detour Village, MI, 
(906) 297-6105, rjbloom @sault/com (TFP) 

Vacation Rental Waterfront, 100yr old 
refurbished cottage off lower Potomac River nr 
Leonardtown, MD. Suitable for 3 couples or 2 
families. Slps up to 10. Incl protected deepwater 
slip & several small craft. $1,000-$1,350/wk. 
LEONARD EPPARD, Lorton, VA, (703) 550- 
9486. (TF) 
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[GO WITH THE FLOW] 

Go explore that nearby lake... check out that local creek... paddle along a rustic 

New England harbor... all in our easy-to-paddle FeatherLite kayaks. User-friendly, 

they come with large, non-confining cockpits and are easy to carry at only 37 lbs:.! 

These are the perfect all-terrain recreational vehicles. 

Discover kayaking in your own backyard! 

The FeatherLite 37 lbs. 9'5 
Stable Shallow-V Hull, Comfortable Foam Seat, , 

Built-In Flotation, Adjustable Seat, Footbraces & More. www.heritagekayaks.com 

55 Ballou Boulevard, Bristol, RI 02809 ¢ [401] 253-3408 ¢ Fax [401] 254-6994 
Just enjoy and take it all in, even in the snow! Bradley Lake, Andover, N.H. Photo: Brownell 
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