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	 As I wrapped up this issue the end of 
July writing this column the latest issue of 
Rowing magazine arrived, one of a number of 
boating publications that we exchange issues 
with. The rowing which is its subject is that 
of the world of intercollegiate/Olympic/ pri-
vate rowing club competition, not an interest 
close to my heart. But the magazine is a spec-
tacular one, all color on glossy paper and, at 
9”, a half inch wider than our conventional 
81/2”. The photography is superbly suited to 
the subject, lots of photos of racing shells in 
action in beautiful settings, two page pan-
oramics included. Another aspect pictured is 
closeups of the straining athletes at play. This 
game is an athletic one and pain seems to fig-
ure in its mystique.
	 The advertising support is heavy, hard 
to realize how much gear is offered to so 
narrowly focused an activity. Yes, I do read 
the occasional article in it about the sport’s 
bygone times. It is unique in that this nation-
ally pursued rowing sport has no profes-
sional future for all these amateur competi-
tors. There once was a professional game in 
the late 1800s, but rampant cheating influ-
enced by heavy betting put paid to it and the 
sport survived ever after as an amateur game. 
Those beyond their collegiate and Olympic 
careers carry on in private rowing cubs scat-
tered around the country.
	 A number of “Head of the…” events 
take place all over the country with open-
ings for all. Here in Boston the Head of the 
Charles is a major annual fall event when 
hundreds of teams and individuals compete 
on the Charles River watched by an estimated 
(by the Boston media) hundreds of thousands 
along the river banks, several miles of pic-
nics on the grass right out of the 1890s as the 
nation’s best rowers pass by.
	 Amongst the limited number of books 
about this sport, one that stands out which 
I have read is The Amateurs by David Hal-
berstam. This is a fascinating look into the 
culture by a world class writer, not him-
self embedded in the game. Another I read 
is The Shell Game by Steven Kiesling. The 
author chronicles his career on a collegiate 
crew with all of its challenges and burdens 
in pursuit of excellence. This is an engross-
ing look into total dedication by someone 
not a top contender. It’s all for the sport 
but there’s little room for those who do not 
measure up. And Peter Jepson’s review in 
our July issue of the recently released The 
Boys in the Boat has prompted me to ask my 
library to locate a copy.

	 Several veterans from the late Jim Thayer’s bygone Kokopelli outings on the southwest 
desert’s Lake Powell revived the gathering this year, along with some new folks, and Kim tells 
us all about it in this issue.

	 I have no argument with professional 
sports, but I am not a fan of any of them (pre-
cious few persons ever get to participate in 
them), preferring to participate in my own 
low level games (paddling and pedaling in 
my declining years). If my interest in read-
ing about something such as this highly spe-
cialized form of rowing can be viewed as 
my being a fan, it is because I am interested 
in the human drama of those who choose to 
aspire to excellence with no thought of finan-
cial gain. Intercollegiate rowing is subsidized 
by those universities which choose to partici-
pate in it with boathouses, boats and coaches, 
but there’s no financial return to the schools 
nor the athletes.
	 Meanwhile, back here in Messing About 
in Boats’ world, our chronicling of rowing is 
focused on everyday folks enjoying a form of 
recreation unique in that it is practiced while 
moving backwards. Can anyone suggest to 
me another sport that does this? Its origin in 
workboats, sort of the equivalent of wheelbar-
rows on the water, was plain work, hard work. 
That today we are so far beyond that era that 
such rowing is indulged in as recreation tells 
us something about our times. What is it that 
attracts some of us to this way to play?
	 My early forays into rowing involved 
a couple of different sorts of rowboats. A 
Penobscot Bay Wherry was a rather heav-
ily built lapstrake wooden workboat from 
a fishing background. A later Old Town 
was a canoe type construction version of a 
Rangely Lake Boat, a lighter, far nimbler 
and more satisfying craft to row, especially 
with the two of us at the oars. An enduring 
memory of that boat is from a TSCA gath-
ering at Christmas Cove on the Maine coast 
about 25 years ago. A flotilla of small row-
ing, paddling and sailing craft had “cruised” 
over to Pemaquid Point, about three miles 
across Johns Bay, open to the southwest, in 
benign conditions. Afternoon brought on the 
familiar sou’wester and we faced a strong 
headwind and chop off the port bow return-
ing to the Cove. That Rangeley hull took it 
in stride and we didn’t even get wet, as some 
of the small boat sailors did. 
	 But I eventually found that rowing fac-
ing backwards was just not my favorite once 
I took up paddling a sea kayak. I still look at 
such as our local Swampscott dory (and an 
early vision of building one thanks to John 
Gardner that never happened) and, of course, 
that Rangely Lake boat, with faint stirrings of 
“maybe I might just have a little go at that” 
once more.
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By Matthew Goldman
Constantwaterman.com

From the Journals  
of Constant  
Waterman

	 Finally able to relax with a well deserved cup of green tea and 
some crackers and cheese, now that I’m securely on a mooring here at 
Block Island. It’s nearly four o’clock and all I’ve had for the five-hour 
passage was water and an apple and a protein bar. It’s tough to hang 
onto the tiller and reach the stove in the galley, down below.
	 I got a notion about a week ago Monday that I should take advan-
tage of this unseasonable warmth to go sailing another time before the 
snow flies. Of course, I knew I should feel guilty taking time off to 
indulge myself while the rest of the world worked, so I justified sailing 
by calling this a business trip. My accountant, not being a sailor, may 
roll his eyes.
	 I discovered that Block Island has two bookstores as well as a 
newspaper and a library. Did I tell you I decided to sail to Block Island? 
It’s a bit over twenty miles from Noank, an easy sail when the wind is 
blowing. And this time of year the wind is blowing. I decided to inflict 
myself on Block Island. One bookstore is closed for the season; the 
other didn’t list their email on their website. I still am old fashioned 
enough to care to match a name with a smile. Not that I haven’t sched-
uled readings via email. Not that I haven’t been published in periodi-
cals the same way. Not that I haven’t had a book produced without a 
glimpse of my publisher. One of my editors has the androgynous name 
of Chris. After the space of fourteen months, I still don’t know if this 
person’s bicycle has a crossbar or not.
	 Anyway, I prefer to shake hands with people and, afterward, look 
forward to their email. And it seemed that as this bookstore hadn’t 
email, the choice came down to sailing over to see them, or calling 
them on the phone. And I hate phones. So I packed my worldly goods 
in MoonWind’s lockers, as well as food for four days; studied the wind 
and weather on my computer; and shoved off this morning in time to 
ride the tide. The wind, which was moderate, blew over my shoulder. 
I had one reef in my main from the week before, and hanked on my 
smaller jib.
	 I’m terrible at making decisions. I could have shaken out my reef, 
but, beyond the tip of Fishers Island, the sea seemed just a mite trou-
bled, as though it had eaten something that disagreed with it, like a 
trawler full of menhaden, perhaps, or an unwashed lobster boat. So I 
left that reef in, and although it never got very brisk, I made five knots 
across Block Island Sound.
	 I lay back and admired the stratified sky that tried to improve on 
a Maxfield Parrish painting without success. I thought about lunch. 
When I need to tend the helm, an apple is generally all I can easily 
manage. I tried running wing and wing for a couple of miles, but 
my roller reef prevented rigging my preventer. Yes, I should shake 
out that reef. I smiled at the pale sun and watched a young mermaid 
sporting among the waves. I’m readily distracted, this time of life. 
As it’s difficult to watch mermaids and prevent a flying jibe, I chose 
to head up a couple of points, and consequently, missed the harbor 
entrance by a mile.
	 An hour from New Harbor, the wind increased; the sea kicked 
up; I felt justified in not having shaken out that reef in my main. I’ve 
learned you can justify nearly anything, all it requires is patience. I rode 
the small rollers into the channel to Great Salt Pond, and letting my jib 
out the other side, surged through the harbor at five knots, wing and 
wing. Great Salt Pond is a mile long and at least half a mile in width. 
In the summer time, you’re lucky to find a spot to drop your anchor. 
Today scarcely a dozen boats adorned the entire harbor. Though most 
of the mooring pendants had been removed, I still had my choice of a 
dozen. I rounded up a hundred yards from Payne’s wharf and snagged 
a mooring.
	 As I remarked, it’s four o’clock and I’ve settled down to have tea. 
The wind is expected to yell tonight; already MoonWind pitches like 
a fractious filly. But tomorrow they promise calm. Then I can paddle 
ashore and ingratiate myself to the innocent town of New Shoreham. 
It’s good to know I can treat myself to a muffin and a cup of coffee, and 
write it off as a bona fide business expense.    
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Opinions...

Activities & Events...

You write to us about...

EWMM Is Here!
	 Wow! It’s September already. After a 
summer season of messing with our floating 
friends, most of us are thinking about putting 
our boats away for the inevitable winter soon 
to come. But wait. Not quite yet. There are 
still a few essential events that really should 
be on every messer’s calendar. Sandwiched 
between the Port Townsend Wooden Boat 
Festival and Sail Oklahoma (next month) is 
the first annual Eastern Washington Northern 
Idaho Movable Messabout. There’s still time 
to hook up your trailer, toss in your camping 
gear, a can or two of beef stew and hit the 
road. We’re gonna meet up for breakfast in the 
little town of Priest River, Idaho, at 0800 on 
Wednesday, September 10. It’s a small town. 
Just ask anybody where AJ’s is. Besides, it 
should be pretty hard to miss. There will be a 
gaggle of boats on trailers parked out front.
	 Maybe you’ll be there?  Maybe you’ll 
have to read about it when we get back 
home. Either way, this should be quite the 
caper. Wednesday to Wednesday.  Tall tim-
ber to prairie lakes. Swapping lies around a 
half dozen camp fires. Sailing, rowing, pad-
dling, motoring or simply sitting on the beach 
studying the fall foliage.
	 We’re gonna have a grand time. I really 
do hope you can come along!
	 Dan Rogers, DANASHORE@concept 
cable.com

2nd Annual Wellfleet Rowing Rendezvous
	 We are proud to announce the 2nd 
Annual Wellfleet Rowing Rendezvous on 
September 27 at Mayo Beach in Wellfleet, 
Massachusetts, on outer Cape Cod. We will 
have several different rowing craft available 
to row. The list is still undetermined but it 
will probably include a Gloucester Gull and a 
Swampscott Dory. Last year we had six boats 
and are hoping for several more this year. We 
will also have some different oars and oar-
locks to try out.

Southport Wooden Boat Show
	 Southport’s fourth annual Wooden Boat 
Show takes place on September 27 at the Old 
Yacht Basin in Southport, North Carolina. 
The show promotes interest in the craft and 
art of wooden boat construction, to support 
efforts to preserve wooden boat construction 
and skills and to celebrate the region’s mari-
time and boat building history. Near Wilm-
ington, Southport is a charming coastal town 
with history, architecture, great dining and 
other attractions worth staying for a week-
end. Free admission. Tickets to a Seafood 
Chowder cook off and wooden skiff raffle 
for a nominal fee. For more information, visit 
http://southportwoodenboats.netfirms.com. 
(910) 477-2787.

32nd Annual Mid-Atlantic
Small Craft Festival

	 The 32nd Annual Mid-Atlantic Small 
Craft Festival comes to the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum on October 4 and 5, bring-
ing a collection of small craft to the muse-
um’s Miles River waterfront. Sailing skiffs, 
rowing shells, kayaks, canoes, paddleboats, 
prams and other one of a kind boats will 
be in the water and on land throughout the 
weekend, a great opportunity to see and learn 
about some of the finest traditional and con-

My Boats Keep Getting Smaller!
	 My current business card features 
my 24’ Skipjack in the background and a 
wooden “Uncle Gabe’s Skiff” built to design 
by Sam Rabl as it appears in his book, Boat-
building in Your Own Backyard. My boats 
keep getting smaller.
	 Jim McKelvey, Newark, DE

Exercising the Fleet
	 Been busy exercising my fleet, just 
came from a play date with my 109 built with 
Dan Sutherland and with Jim Thayer’s Wee 
Punkin. Both excellent in their design and 
real fun to use.
	 Dave Kavner, Keene, NY

	 Rowers are invited to bring their boats 
for others to row. Boats can be launched from 
trailers at the boat ramp at the Wellfleet Marina 
next to the beach or hand launched at the town 
landing right next to the commercial pier.
	 This is event is free but please regis-
ter via email or phone if you are planning to 
attend. Register at walter@oldwharf.com or 
at (508) 349-2383. More details will be avail-
able as we get closer to the event at www.old 
wharf.com.
	 Our thanks to the Cape Cod Marine 
Trades Association for their sponsorship of 
this event. We hope to see you there!
	 Walter Baron, Old Wharf Dory, Well-
fleet, MA

temporary small craft. On Saturday, a small 
craft race on the Miles River begins at 1pm.
	 Scenic Miles River cruises aboard the 
1920 buyboat Winnie Estelle will be offered 
throughout the two day festival. Boat build-
ing workshops and maritime demonstrations 
by CBMM’s boatyard staff and instructors 
from the Chesapeake Wooden Boat Builders 
School will also be offered.
	 For more information, visit www.
cbmm.org/mascf or call 410-745-2916. 

Adventures & Experiences...

Opinions...
About These Historic Restorations

	 Your “Commentary” in the July issue 
was focused on Mystic Seaport’s wooden 
whaleship Charles W. Morgan (now sailing 
around New England) brought out the point 
that only 17% of this ship is from the original 
Morgan built 170 years ago. You wrote:
	 “What this brings me to conclude, once 
again, is that these restorations of historic arti-
facts do not result, in this particular instant, in 
a “170 year old ship sails again!’ She is actu-
ally a newly built re-creation of the original 
with some original bits still onboard. A nice 
job of it but most of the original is long gone.”
	 The Wooden Boat Calendar for the month 
of July has a photograph by Benjamin Mend-
lowiz of the graceful gaff sail sloop Uncas with 
the number “K6” on her mainsail. The caption 
at the bottom of the photograph states:
	 “All five original Buzzards Bay 18s, 
built as a racing fleet for the Bay’s shallow 
headwaters, were identical keel/centerboard-
ers. Free from such restrictions and built a 
century late, this sixth boat was given a full 
keel to simplify construction and add to her 
sail carrying ability and the running back-
stays eliminated.”
	 Uncas, 29’x8’1, “modified Buzzards Bay 
18 sloop designed by N.G. Herreshoff and built 
by Artisan Boatworks, Rockport, Maine, 2012.”
	 Might it have been better to have stated 
“... modified Buzzards Bay 18 sloop designed 
in the style of N.G. Herreshoff ...”? This 
change to the caption would be in the same 
spirit as when you suggested the current 
Charles W Morgan should be described as a 
“re-creation of the original?”
	 John W. Cooper, San Antonio, TX
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The Dream
	 There are lots of wooden boat shows 
around the country and around the world 
for that matter. As an amateur boat builder, 
I have attended as many as possible. Perhaps 
20 years ago someone organized a wooden 
boat show at Lake Travis, near Austin, Texas. 
I went and had a great time. For the first time 
I met other people who knew what “stitch 
and glue” meant. I was sure it was going to be 
the start of an annual high point in the lives 
of boat buildOctobeers. But there was never 
a repeat and I could not find out why.
	 Fast forward ten years or so and we 
had a rare opportunity to be in the Pacific 
Northwest at the time of the Port Townsend 
Wooden Boat Festival. Whoa! That was an 
eye opener! We wandered around for two 
days and still did not see all the boats, By the 
end of our time there, we were in a daze.
	 But being a backyard boat builder, who 
had learned instant boat building from the 
likes of Bolger and Payson, I had mixed feel-
ings about all the traditionally built boats 
that were copper riveted cedar lapstrake over 
steam bent oak ribs. They are lovely boats, 
but something I could never hope to make. 
Anyway, there were examples of equally 
lovely lapstrake boats made in the glued ply 
method. But there was an unspoken feel-
ing that anything using plywood, anything 
that was not caulked with cotton, anything 
that was not fastened with copper nails, was 
somehow just not up to par.
	 In spite of my misgivings about the hier-
archy of the wooden boat world, I still felt 
there ought to be a show in Texas for the 
wooden boat builders and sailors in our part 
of the world. I knew we had them from my 
experiences with messabouts and raids in 
Texas and the surrounding states.

Birth of a Boat Show
The Port Aransas 

plyWooden Boat Festival
Port Aransas Texas

October 17-19, 2014
By Chuck Leinweber

place that same weekend, with all sorts of 
events of its own.
	 We will have several families build-
ing boats right there at the festival, they are 
scheduled to finish on Sunday and sail their 
new boats in the harbor. There will be a tent 
for kids, boat rowing and paddling, a light-
house tour on a larger tour boat, refresh-
ments, tours of the historical Farley Boat 
Works and the recently acquired scow schoo-
ner Lydia Ann. This schooner, by the way, is 
actively under construction at the shop and 
visitors can lend a hand.
	 We will have (a bunch of) lectures, dem-
onstrations and slide shows by various nota-
bles. John Welsford will teach an “Essential 
Skills” boat building workshop at the Far-
ley Boat Works on the Thursday and Friday 
before the show. He will also give talks dur-
ing the festival as will Richard Woods, Jim 
Michalak and others.

Where You Fit In
	 We need your help. We are appealing to 
all boat builders who can possibly come to 
bring their boats to be put on display. We have 
a large, grassy, five acres next to the harbor 
in Port Aransas for these boats and we want 
to fill that area up. We also have a number 
of slips in the harbor. There will be no entry 
fee for the festival and anyone who brings a 
boat for display will receive a voucher for an 
exclusive Saturday night dinner for the orga-
nizers, vendors, boat designers and other dig-
nitaries as well as a fine T‑shirt with our boat 
show logo, a fine piece of memorabilia.
	 Why is it important that you bring your 
boat? Two reasons. First, we really need this 
first year’s event to be a success so we can 
attract more sponsors, vendors, support-
ers and visitors next year and in years to 
come. We do not want this to be a one time 
event. You don’t either. Second, we want 
to inspire the “civilians” and newbies, who 
come to the show out of curiosity, to build 
their own boats. If is seems doable they are 
more likely to give it a shot. For this reason, 
we want the whole spectrum of boats from 
big to tiny, from polished to workboat finish. 
New boats, old boats, unfinished boats and 
boats that need to be rescued. If you have 
a wooden boat we want to see it there. We 
are even looking for partially built boats. We 
figure showing boats in the process of being 
built will help inspire folks to take the plunge 
and build one of their own.
	 There will be a lighthearted award cer-
emony at 1pm on Sunday to confer awards to 
boats which excel in categories such as; Best 
Craftsmanship, Most Classic, Best Workboat 
Finish, “Yes, It Really Floats,” Most Inno-
vative, Most Unique, Homeliest Boat, Best 
Unfinished, Traveled the Farthest, etc.
	 The dates for the show are October 
17-19 2014. Check out our website for more 
info: www.portaransasplywoodenboatfesti 
val.org. We also would like to hear questions, 
suggestions and gripes. You can email us or 
vent on our Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/groups/498710376922530/

See you in Port Aransas, TX
October 17-19

A group of boat builders at a recent  
Sail Oklahoma.

The Opportunity
	 I had been able to help start a raid type 
event that we call the Texas 200. It was 
never intended to be limited to home built 
or to wooden boats, but it turned out that a 
bunch of backyard boat builders from around 
the country were drawn to the event. One of 
them was Frank Coletta. Frank lives in San 
Antonio and sails a sweet little SF Pelican 
finished bright. Frank is an idea guy and liked 
the idea of a wooden boat show in Texas. 
Frank and I kicked around the idea of orga-
nizing something but never did anything until 
Frank got elected president of the Traditional 
Small Craft Association (TSCA) and met 
Rick Pratt. Rick is a long time boat builder 
from Port Aransas, Texas. These days Rick 
runs the Port Aransas Preservation and His-
torical Association (PAPHA) which operates 
the Port Aransas Museum, a must see in Port 
A, and the Farley Boat Works, a boat build-
ing, business established in 1915 and now 
serving as a community boat building center.

Aerial view of the Port Aransas Marina. The 
grassy area on the right is where we will dis-
play boats in addition to those in the harbor.

Rick Pratt at Farley Boat Works.

	 Frank wrote that I needed to meet Rick 
and further that Port Aransas would be the per-
fect place for our Wooden Boat show. So on 
a Saturday morning last year the three of us 
met and it was obvious that the Texas Wooden 
Boat Show idea had reached critical mass. 
Between the three of us we figured we had 
enough talent and connections to at least make 
a valiant attempt to put on a credible event.

The Twist
	 Our first official meeting took place on 
January 4, 2014. We were ready to start hash-
ing things out. I expressed my feelings about 
the fact that plywood boats were almost 
treated like orphans at wooden boat shows I 
had been to. I thought we should emphasize 
real boats built by real people who really use 
them. Rick immediately agreed but added 
that we should encourage museum pieces to 
be exhibited, too. So I made a motion that we 
name our event “The Port Aransas plyWooden 
Boat Festival.” We would have a show for all 
wooden boats with no prejudices. I liked the 
fact that the name was a clever play on words, 
but I was not sure if it wasn’t too clever. Oh 
well, it’s too late now as the word is out and 
no one has objected. So far.

What to Expect
	 The plan is to make the event a non stop 
fun weekend for anyone who comes. It is our 
first year and I think we have a plenty of stuff 
lined up for the whole family. In, addition, 
the annual “Old Town Festival” will take 



6 – Messing About in Boats, September 2014 

	 Saturday, June 21, was the day of Michi-
gan Maritime Museum’s annual Classic Boat 
Show and Small Craft Festival for 2014. 
South Haven was once a busy Lake Michigan 
fishing and working port, but now caters to the 
summer tourism cycle. The weekend was also 
host to South Haven’s Harbor Fest, with all 
the usual sorts of activities around town and 
on the water, including dragon boat races.
	 About 40 boats and vendors partici-
pated, in addition to the museum’s own col-
lection. Both of Michigan’s Traditional Small 
Craft Association chapters participated, with 
a spar building demonstration as well as the 
usual information table and display of mem-
ber’s own boats. Allen Deming, of Mackinaw 
Watercraft (www.mackinawwatercraft.com), 
gave a talk on “When the Boat Plans Don’t 
Quite Work,” and Larry and Theo Wachowski 
did a presentation on their father and son 
Shellback Dinghy project. The museum con-
tributed a toy boat building set up for the 
kids and a tour outlining the restoration and 
preservation of Evelyn S, the museum’s 1939 
wooden fish tug. The presentation was done 
by Pat Mahon, director of Great Lakes Boat 
Building School, who is advising on the proj-
ect. One of Pat’s former students is now work-
ing with the museum, on this very boat, but I 
neglected to get his name.
	 Fish tugs were unique fishing boats, 
designed for fishing the Great Lakes right 
through the harsh winters. They were housed 
over from stem to stern with a small house 
either amidship or at the stern for conning 
and all work done from inside the vessel. 
Evelyn S, like most of the fish tugs, was built 
of wood and then had the hull sheathed in 
welded iron or steel to survive the winter ice. 
Fish tugs were their own ice breakers. Oil 
was used between the metal and wood hull 
to control rot and allow the hull to “work.” 
The result is that eventually rot won and now 
most of these unique workboats are gone. 
There is no way to remove the metal in order 
to restore the wood beneath, so preservation 
using linseed oil between the sheathing and 
the wood hull appears to be the best course of 
action. Above the metal restoration and pres-
ervation methods will be more conventional. 
Evelyn S will be displayed onshore. (http://
www.harveyhadland.com/ is dedicated to 
fish tugs).
	 Pat Mahon, of course, had a table and 
display promoting Great Lakes Boat Build-
ing School and talked to everyone about their 
programs. (One can dream, can’t they? www.
glbbs.org). Pat, Allen and everyone else at the 
show were more than happy to talk boats, boat 
building and messing about with all comers.
	 The stars of the show seemed to be Clark 
Goemann and Walt Peebles from Michigan 
State University, who were displaying their 
collection of coracles and building a coracle 
throughout the day. They had presoaked laths 
for about a week and then used the smallest 
wood steamer I’ve seen to begin weaving 
and bending those wood laths into the shape 
of a coracle. Several times during the day 
Clark took one of his coracles to the shore 
to demonstrate how they paddle a teacup in 

33rd Classic Boat 
Show and  

Small Craft Festival
By John Nystrom

Fish tug Evelyn S on the hard.

The museum’s own electric launch and 1812 sloop Friends Good Will.

Boats on the lawn include a Michalak Ladybug, a 1904 gasoline launch, 2 Swampscott dories, 
and an aluminum runabout.

Runabout Maiden Michigan III. 
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a straight line. He also allowed anyone with 
desire to a chance to paddle what has to rank 
as the smallest boat on the waters.
	 Walt also brought along two of his 
Mead kayaks. From 1932 to about 1943 or 
so, the Mead Glider Co of Chicago sold kits 

and complete boats. Mead’s kayaks and row-
boats were skin on frame craft of light weight 
and low cost. They may have been the least 
expensive way to get out on the water during 
the Great Depression. Walt’s collection con-
sists of six original Mead kayaks and a Mead 
rowboat, along with an extensive collection 
of company literature. I gave the coracle a 
try and, after spinning the teacup for a few 
revolutions, managed to propel myself in a 
straight line for about 50 yards and then back. 
In addition to Clark, I was coached by Eric 
Seefeld, who works with a non profit pro-
gram called RED8 Boatworks, in Traverse 
City, Michigan (RED8boatworks.org) that 
uses stand up paddleboard building and liv-
ery to work with youth.
	 Boats at the show were a diverse range: 
a 1904 Duchess launch built by Western Gas 
Engine & Launch Co of Mishawaka, Indiana; 
at least two wooden runabouts from the ‘50s; 
a couple of nice Swampscott dories; an alu-
minum runabout, complete with an antique 
Mercury outboard hanging on a tumblehome 
stern (don’t see many of those on aluminum 
boats); a wooden runabout in the water that 
appeared to be a Glen-L design; a Jim Micha-
lak Ladybug sailboat, whose owner I didn’t 
run into but would have liked to talk with; a 
MacGregor sailing canoe; a wherry or two; a 
stripbuilt sailing trimaran with carbon spars; 
kayaks, sailboats, canoes, powerboats, a bit 
of anything to delight a messabouter’s heart. 
Finishes ranged from workboat and original 
patina through to Mackinaw Watercraft pad-
dles and stripbuilt kayaks just fresh from or 
going to art show displays.
	 I was supposed to bring up my Puddle 
Duck Racer (which would have been by far 
the most “workboat finished” item in the 
show), but the trailer is still in a dozen pieces 
for repainting.
	 A good time was had by all, including 
my son, who loves getting out on the water 
but isn’t particularly intrigued with water-
craft themselves. 

Coracle frame parts ready to assemble.

Coracle frame nearly complete. 

Clark Goemann demonstrating coracle.

Allen Deming and some of his art gallery 
grade kayaks. 

TSCA table.

TSCA sparmaking demonstration.

	 On June 26, the historic log canoe Fly-
ing Cloud, which is the second largest racing 
log canoe in existence today, joined the larg-
est collection of Chesapeake Bay watercraft 
in the world at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum, donated by brothers Allan and John 
Noble of Oxford, Maryland. The Nobles’ 
father had purchased Flying Cloud in 1955. 
Now the museum has two log canoes, the 
other being the  smaller Edmund S.

Historic Log Canoe 
Flying Cloud
Donated to CBMM

	 Flying Cloud has been actively racing 
in the log canoe fleet for the last three sea-
sons, following extensive repairs on her hull. 
She was skippered by Sean Callahan and, 
before the work on her hull, by Allan Noble. 
The museum is currently recruiting crew for 
the Flying Cloud and plans to race her in the 
coming months.
	 Flying Cloud was built in 1932 by John 
B. Harrison for marine engineer and busi-
nessman A. Johnson Grymes, Sr, who had 
a summer home in Talbot County. Grymes 
lured Buck Richardson away from another 
canoe to skipper Flying Cloud and Richard-
son sailed her successfully to win the Gov-

ernor’s Cup. His crew was uniformed in 
yachting whites and the presence of the Fly-
ing Cloud and other big, new canoes aroused 
acrimony among the sailors of the day. The 
boat was later acquired by Fred Kaiser of Vir-
ginia, who sailed the boat for pleasure but did 
not race her, and then, in 1952, by marine art-
ist John Noble, Sr, of Staten Island.
	 Visitors to CBMM can see Flying Cloud 
dockside or along its 18 acre waterfront cam-
pus when she’s not sailing. The museum is 
open daily with 12 exhibit buildings focused 
on life along the Chesapeake Bay. For more 
information call (410) 745-2916 or visit 
www.cbmm.org. 
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	 For many years, Jim Thayer’s report of 
the annual “Kokopelli” cruise was a recur-
ring feature in MAIB. He was a prolific con-
tributor to MAIB of articles on boats and boat 
building. Sadly, Jim passed away a few years 
ago. He is missed by those who knew him or 
followed his writings, which had a distinctive 
“voice” in a manner similar to Robb White’s, 
another great writer who MAIB readers still 
miss. Though it’s not the same without Jim, 
the Kokopelli lives on and I accept the sol-
emn duty this year of reporting in his place.
	 The Kokopelli began about 20 years ago 
with Jim taking his family on summer sail-
ing and camping vacations to Lake Powell 
in southern Utah, the nearest big lake to his 
home in western Colorado. Jim was actually a 
native of the Chesapeake Bay area and, when 
he moved west, he brought his love of sail-
ing with him to a region with not much water 
and even fewer sailboats. Over time the group 
expanded to include friends, who invited other 
friends. They began to call the annual Lake 
Powell week of camp cruising “The Koko-
pelli,” named for the iconic, quasi-human fig-
ure with a curved back, playing a flute, painted 
by the ancient native people on canyon walls 
across the desert southwest.
	 The whimsical tone continued with call-
ing those who participated “Kokonauts.” For 
a while, the word was spread through a news-
letter, the old fashioned paper kind, which Jim 
mailed out in the days before universal email. 
Jim’s approach to the Kokopelli was an open 
invitation to all with a minimum of organiza-
tion. If you showed up, you were assumed to 
know what you were doing which helped me, 
and others I presume, prepare appropriately. 
This made rules and fixed agendas unneces-

Kokopelli 2014
Two Accounts

By Kim Apel, San Clemente, CA

sary and allowed adventure and spontaneity 
to flourish.
	 It shouldn’t have worked, but it did. 
Outboard motors, for example, were not 
encouraged but they were tolerated. Jim 
never used one but he may have accepted a 
tow once or twice. The timing generally set-
tled on the week of the first full moon after 
the autumnal equinox. This was for the prac-
tical reason of scheduling it after the summer 
heat and crowds had somewhat dissipated but 
still comfortable weather. It was nevertheless 
a summer ritual for anxious, would be partic-
ipants to ask Jim to confirm the dates of the 
upcoming event. He would promise to “con-
sult Kokopelli,” as though he would need 
to visit a Holy Man or a demigod to receive 
instructions, and then he would “return” and 
announce the dates.
	 Lake Powell is a reservoir of the Colo-
rado River, extending 150 miles across Utah 
and Arizona. The lake and its environs are 
also known as Glen Canyon National Rec-
reation Area, managed by the National Park 
Service but with less strict protections than 
those afforded to the national parks. The lake 
is named for Major John Wesley Powell, a one 
armed Civil War veteran who, in 1869, led 
the first party to descend the Colorado River 
through what was then the last “terra incog-
nita” in America. Part of his path down the 
river is now dammed, forming Lake Powell.

	 The lake still lies at the center of a vast 
area of sparsely populated desert, canyons 
and mountains. It’s not on the way to any-
where. It’s a day’s travel from Phoenix, Las 
Vegas or Salt Lake City. One has to really 
want to go there to get there. Over the lake’s 
broad expanse there are only three wide-
spread points of public access. The rest is a 
rocky, canyon carved wilderness. To some, 
this kind of landscape is unlovable and the 
last place they would choose to go cruis-
ing. Yet many love Lake Powell for its raw, 
primitive character.
	 In 2014 the Kokopelli shifted to June to 
allow the participation of a number of high 
school age young men and women for whom 
missing a week of school in the fall would 
be unwise. Traveling significant distances, 
12 people gathered from five states on Sun-
day, June 21, in a cove near the Bullfrog 
Bay Marina for the start of Kokopelli 2014. 
Some were veterans of many Kokopellis, 
some were rookies. Where our cruising des-
tination might be wasn’t discussed until the 
first night’s campfire, a short distance from 
the Bullfrog Bay launch point. The winding, 
linear geography of the lake means that we’d 
have to choose to go upstream or down. We 
chose upstream. The plan was for two days 
travel upstream to Good Hope Bay, have a 
lay day and then two days to return, about a 
50 mile round trip.
	 Day 2: I was in my fiberglass canoe, 
driven by a sliding seat rowing rig with just 
enough cockpit space for my camping gear 
plus a complete sail rig which, alas, I never 
deployed. It was some years since I had last 
used the rowing rig and, while the equipment 
worked perfectly, it was harder on my body 

Our camp in Cedar Canyon. 
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than I remembered. I got where I needed to 
go, but since my last such outing apparently 
my age has gone up and my fitness level 
down, ouch. Regular doses of anti inflam-
matory drugs mitigated my back distress and 
tape covered my fingers to mitigate blisters.
	 The Leinweber family were in three 
homebuilt Michalak kayaks, well suited to 
the task. Hal Link was in a very sleek Kev-
lar sea kayak. Dad and daughter, Paul and 
Cathy Cook, were in a canoe. Longtime 
Kokopelli veteran Tom Gale was there with 
four teenagers, two of his own plus two 
friends to keep them company. They came 
all the way from Washington State with a 
small fleet in tow, an 18’ pocket cruiser sail-
boat plus a tandem kayak and one of Jim 
Thayer’s line of small sailboats.
	 Blue skies and sunshine rule the desert 
in June, though we wouldn’t have minded 
some clouds for relief from the relentless 
sun. Wind is the great variable in Lake Pow-
ell travel. Paul asked at the start what the 
wind conditions would be like. I said, ”This 
is Lake Powell. The wind will do whatever it 
likes, 24/7.” Other places have daily or sea-
sonal wind patterns, not here, except for the 
observation that the wind is usually too much 
or too little for good sailing. That said, we 
had what passed for decent sailing condi-
tions the first two days so Tom actually sailed 
while the rest of us paddled or rowed. While I 
have been to Lake Powell a number of times, 
this particular leg of the lake was new to me 
so it was particularly rewarding to explore it.
	 Our second night’s campsite was 
rejected on the first pass, but then we found 
only worse options beyond so we returned 
and made the best of a rocky, sloping site. 
I found what seemed like the only near flat 
place in the area to pitch my small tent, at the 
price of a steep uphill walk from the water’s 
edge. As evening drew near, Hal entertained 
us by claiming he could build a sail rig for his 
kayak with a few bits of wood, a piece of a 
plastic tarp and a roll of duct tape, which he 
had brought along. We were skeptical. Then, 
in a matter of minutes, he did it, he installed 
it on the kayak and he pushed off for a test.
With barely any breeze, and only a tiny sail 
area, the results were modest but it worked, 
sort of, and the skeptics were silenced.
	 Drawing on his experience as former 
army cook, Tom provided a lavish evening 
meal for all, at least by the standards of Lake 
Powell camp cruising. Breakfast and lunch 
were typically organized by individuals or 
family groups and the duty of providing the 
evening meal for all rotated among members 

of the party. I provided the accompanying cab-
bage salad, with variations each day. Cabbage 
can last awhile without refrigeration so it’s the 
practical choice for such an outing. Unaccus-
tomed to the heat and exertion of a day of row-
ing, I was exhausted and retired early.
	 Day 3: Distances are deceiving in the 
western desert. Hal and I sometimes trav-
eled separately from the rest of the group and 
agreed to be a team and stay in contact with 
each other for safety reasons. What sounds 
simple turned out to be difficult, as we repeat-
edly lost track of each other because our boats 
faded out of view in the vast lake and land-
scape. The whole party made steady progress 
and, with considerable effort, reached our 
third camp on Good Hope Bay.
	 I was hoping to use our scheduled lay 
day to leave my camping gear and rowing 
rig ashore and rig the canoe for some sail-
ing. Instead of a lay day, however, someone 
listened to the radio for the marine weather 
forecast and our plan changed. High winds 
were expected for the next day, and per-
haps multiple days, which would be poten-
tial headwinds for our return trip. It doesn’t 
take much of a headwind to make paddling a 
losing proposition. We decided to head back 
the following morning, allowing three days 
for our return should that become necessary.
While high winds can come any time, they 
tend to build in the afternoons, making morn-
ings better for travel.

for a party of 12. When the main channel of 
the lake has no campsites to offer, side can-
yons may have better options. This day the 
main channel passed through five miles of 
steep, meandering canyon with no side can-
yons, no campsites and no refuge should the 
wind get strong. The prevailing breeze was 
from the south but no matter which direction 
the channel turned, the wind was always “on 
the nose.” Fortunately the breeze remained 
moderate. We put the sheer canyon section 
behind us and turned off the main chan-
nel into Cedar Canyon for a lunch stop and 
some shade. The heat, the wind forecast and 
the attractive location turned our lunch stop 
into an overnight campsite.
	 In contrast with past Kokopellis sched-
uled to coincide with the full moon, this 
Kokopelli ended up, unintentionally, during a 
week of no moon. Instead of dramatic moon-
light on the canyon walls and the lake sur-
face, these were utterly black at night. The 
stars were especially bright, however, in the 
high, dry desert air, far from city lights. It 
was a different Kokopelli experience, based 
on the phase of the moon.
	 Day 5: We continued our return trip and 
the headwinds arrived as forecast, moderate 
at first but enough to make progress slow, so 
we reluctantly made camp early in the day, 
hoping for a better day tomorrow. The wind 
continued to build, generating whitecaps on 
the lake, making clear that it was the correct 
decision. I was not happy because my sched-
uled trip home now appeared in jeopardy.
	 Then something unexpected happened. 
With nothing else to do for awhile, I put on 
hiking shoes instead of my usual sandals 
and went for a walk up the canyon which 
emptied into the lake. After only a short dis-
tance I spotted something that didn’t belong 
there, a kayak paddle standing upright on 
a rock outcropping, with a strip of cloth 
attached, waving in the breeze like a marker 
or beacon. I approached it for a closer look 
and heard a voice speaking to me from a 
rock shelter nearby. It was a guy who had 
been marooned there for about a week with-
out food. He said he was paddling a kayak 
south, like us, and had come ashore, like us, 
to wait out a headwind. He walked up the 
canyon to explore and when he returned, his 
kayak was gone. We fed him and used the 
VHF radio to summon help, including Park 
Service rangers, to get him out via power-
boat since we were windbound. Perhaps it’s 
not fashionable to say such things anymore, 
but I feel certain that we were led to him by 
Divine Providence.

All important afternoon chat in the shade.

Ruby Gale (r), Kokopelli veteran since she 
was a preschooler, and her friend Anna (l), 
a first timer.

	 Day 4: The canyon walls that sur-
round Lake Powell sometimes come to the 
water’s edge, meaning that suitable camp-
sites can be a challenge to find, particularly 

Tom Gale’s sloop was our “Mother Ship.”
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	 The wind continued through the day 
and into the evening. We planned a pre dawn 
departure the next day on the theory that the 
wind would drop overnight. My boat was 
packed and ready to go, except for minimal 
overnight needs, no tent, for example. Hav-
ing experienced sand blowing on me the 
previous night, I found a suitable, sand free 
spot to sleep on a soccer field sized dome of 
solid stone. Waking at midnight and then at 
2:30am I found that the wind was still blow-
ing. Waking again at 4:00am it was finally 
calm, a great relief.
	 Day 6: We arose in the dark, about 
4:30am, with no hint of dawn yet in the east. 
I was determined to be the first away. I said 
my farewells to my companions about 5am 
with just enough light to get pointed down 
the middle of the lake, knowing that the light 
would be increasing by the minute. Rather 
than sticking together as usual, I was deter-
mined to be on the road home by mid day, so 
I struck out  on my own.
	 The first part of the journey was a rare, 
straight, eight mile section of the lake which 
enabled me to steer a course, looking astern 
at the silhouette of rocky peaks against 
the pre dawn glow. Five days at the oars 
seemed to have toughened up my back a bit 
because the discomfort was gone. Instead of 
the expected ordeal, the early morning row 
was cool, peaceful and quiet, except for the 
gentle “thunk” of the oarlocks and splash of 
the blades. It was beautiful and inspiring. I 
rowed for about two hours before the sun 
finally cleared the canyon walls and put me 
back in the unwelcome heat again, by which 
time I was well out of sight of our group. 
Powerboat traffic reappeared and the magic 
spell was broken.
	 In another hour and a half I was unload-
ing my gear at the launching beach just as 
most of Lake Powell was beginning to stir. 
Later in the day, on my homeward drive, I felt 
the fatigue of an early start and a near non-
stop row of 15 miles, but at that moment all 
I felt was satisfaction at the close of another 
chapter in my unfinished book of Lake Pow-
ell experiences. Thanks again, Jim.  

The Windy Koko
By Paul Cook, Las Cruces, NM

	 Chuck Leinweber invited me to join a 
group of folks at Lake Powell in June. This 
messabout has been going on for years and is 
commonly referred to as the Kokopelli cruise. 

I planned on getting my Michalak designed 
shantyboat, Shanteuse, finished in time for 
the messabout but was unable to complete it 
by then. So I purchased a canoe a couple of 
weeks before the trip and my daughter Cathy 
joined me for the adventure. I was nervous 
about the trip as I had not paddled a canoe 
in years, and that only for a brief hour on a 
secluded creek. Capsizing the canoe dur-
ing the trip was my biggest concern, but we 
never did.
	 We met the Leinwebers on Hobie Cat 
Beach Sunday afternoon. Several of the folks 
attending were still hours out so we opted to 
go ahead and launch and let the others catch up 
with us later. We didn’t travel far that first day 
so it didn’t seem to be a problem for the late-
comers. That first night we set up camp in the 
Stanton Creek area. Cathy and I provided the 
meal for the first night, chili beans made with 
ground chicken. People kept arriving at dif-
ferent times throughout the evening so it took 
a while for everyone to get done with supper. 
Since we didn’t travel far the first part of the trip 
seemed easy. But we made up for it later.

where we could get out and stretch our legs 
while Tom continued searching for a good 
camping spot for the night.
	 In my correspondence with Chuck about 
Lake Powell, he frequently mentioned that it 
was not a good lake to go sailing on. Tom 
Gale sailed in that first evening. In fact, the 
sailing was so good that he opted for a late 
supper to get in more sailing. As things turned 
out, Tom got to do a lot of sailing during this 
trip. He also brought a small sailboat and a 
double kayak, which the teenagers sailed and 
paddled around at various times during the 
trip. After we made camp, Tom sometimes 
took the little sailboat out for a while. He did 
have to run his outboard on the bigger sail-
boat to get where he was going for part of the 
trip. The group normally does this trip in Sep-
tember and there is usually not much wind 
that time of year (or so I’m told).
	 June is probably not the best time to 
camp at Lake Powell. With temperatures 
above 100º during the day, the sand and rocks 
are storing up heat in the day and releasing it 
at night. When I was trying to sleep at night I 
could feel the heat radiating from the ground.  
I did notice that the Leinweber’s son Joe 
stretched out on a cot at night, placing him a 
good distance off of the ground. I have a feel-
ing he slept much cooler than I did, but there 
was no way that I had room for a cot in our 
canoe, even if I had thought to bring one. The 
canoe felt overloaded as it was.
	 The scenery was incredible. After hik-
ing around I discovered that there were dif-
ferent levels of campsites. As the water levels 
change over the years, people camp at higher 
or lower elevations accordingly. Some of the 
upper levels had amazing views and probably 
would have been better camping spots, except 
it would have been hard to haul all our equip-
ment up and down the rocks to get there. I 
didn’t see any big trees around, but in some 
of the places we camped we came across 
giant logs left from old dead cottonwoods. 
Looking out over the lake from higher up 
brought a feeling of serenity and the view of 
the stars at night was breathtaking. It’s been 
a long time since I’ve been anywhere remote 
enough to get that kind of view.
	 While my daughter and I never cap-
sized our canoe, we had a couple of close 
calls as some of the big houseboats went by. 
They threw some large wakes and a couple 
of times we took waves over the side of the 
canoe. Several times we got sideways to the 
wakes and the canoe rocked vigorously back 
and forth. Sometimes I held my breath until 
the wakes died down.

The motley crew, five days in. Paul and Cathy and some gear.

Dry bags, a blessing and a curse.

	 The second day brought us close to For-
gotten Canyon. Tom Gale brought four teen-
agers in an 18’ sailboat with a small motor 
on the back. As we were paddling along he 
cruised on ahead to scout for good camping 
spots. This was the norm for the trip. Find-
ing a spot that second night proved difficult 
though, all the good spots were taken by 
houseboats. We spent a lot of time just sitting 
in our boats in the shade close to the canyon 
wall. Someone joked that it was like we were 
in Waterworld (http://www.imdb.com/title/
tt0114898/) because we couldn’t get out of 
our boats. Eventually we found a small area 
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	 On the third day we arrived at Good 
Hope Bay. This was one of the longest days 
on the water, and though we developed a 
rhythm for our paddling, by this point my 
arms got really tired and they were sore 
before the day was over. Good Hope was 
the turnaround point for our trip. The last 
long stretch we paddled through before turn-
ing the corner into Good Hope seemed like 
it would never end. By the time we arrived 
I was ready to get out and stretch my legs. 
We were all tired. I don’t think anybody in 
our group wanted to spend more time looking 
for a camping spot that evening. The spot we 
picked wasn’t necessarily the best one, but it 
did come into shade much sooner than any-
where else we could have camped that night.
	 As the trip progressed sometimes Cathy 
and I kept up with the group really well, but 
other times it was a struggle as they appeared 
to be getting further away from us. That really 
annoyed me when I felt like we were working 
hard and the folks ahead of us seemed to be 
taking it easy. The rest of the group were sea-
soned paddlers and the narrower, more effi-
cient lines of the kayaks made them faster. 
The Leinwebers brought their home built, 
Michalak designed kayaks. They seemed to 
have no trouble paddling off ahead of us with 
ease. I knew I shouldn’t have eaten all those 
Oreos. It would also have helped if I hadn’t 
piled so much stuff in our canoe when we 
packed. I could have saved a lot of weight 
if we had simply brought a water filter like 
everyone else, instead of lugging all those 
water bottles and a 7gal water container with 
us. Fortunately the canoe got lighter as we 
used most of the water by the end of the trip, 
but we still weren’t as fast as everyone else.
	 Kim Apel had an open canoe, but it was 
a narrower design than ours (at least on the 
ends) and he had set it up with a sliding seat 
rowing rig. I’m not sure how long the oars 
were on his boat, but they seemed huge to 
me. I guess he was working at it but Kim 
seemed able to make his canoe do whatever 
he wanted with little effort. He appeared to 
mysteriously get way ahead of others, or at 
least my daughter and I. Sometimes he would 
start off behind and then pass by without us 
noticing. It threw me a couple of times as I 
couldn’t figure out when he passed by. It was 
not uncommon to catch up to him having a 
nap in his canoe in the shade. With those out-
riggers mounted on the sides to support the 
long oars I would have been banging into 
everything around me. He drew the oars back 
in an easy, fluid motion with the oars just 
above the water. It was like watching a ballet.
	 One thing we came to appreciate very 
much while on this trip was shade. Both Kim 
and Chuck had shade sails that could be set 

up with some poles. Even a little shade was 
a welcome luxury in the hot sun. The wind 
didn’t always cooperate with us when we 
were trying to get the shade set up. Some-
times it took several of us to hang onto lines 
and poles while others would drive in the 
stakes and tension the lines. This frequently 
involved bringing big rocks over to hold 
down the lines. It didn’t take long after they 
were set up for several of us to be underneath 
them, trying to get out of the sun. The Lein-
webers also brought umbrellas with them 
which they frequently opened up while they 
were paddling along. I was kicking myself 
for not thinking far enough ahead to bring 
umbrellas for my daughter and I. Of course, 
I’m not sure where we would have packed 
them on the canoe.
	 Hal Link had a very nice kayak. It 
looked designed for speed and I think it was 
made from Kevlar. He also seemed able to 
zip off to places with little effort. Hal tried 
out Kim’s canoe with the sliding seat row-
ing rig one afternoon. While he was not as 
smooth as Kim, he seemed to quickly pick 
up the knack for it. He practiced rolling his 
kayak while we were at Good Hope. That 
looked extremely difficult to me. Some of us 
stood on the shore and laughed at him while 
he practiced the rolls, but I have a great deal 
of respect for anyone who can manage that, 
and he was successful at it. They would prob-
ably have to rescue me if I had tried it.
	 A note to those who wish to practice 
rolling their kayaks, always take your expen-
sive chocolate out and put it someplace safe 
before you start practicing your rolls. Alter-
natively, once the chocolate has dried out it 
tastes just as good!
	 Hal broke out a sailing rig for his kayak 
while we were at Good Hope. He practiced 
some in the evening with it and then used it a 
few times the next day as well. Chuck got out 
his umbrella and raced Hal with his sailing 
rig. I’m not sure how much of a race it really 
was but Chuck gave Hal a hard time about 
beating his sailing rig with an umbrella. There 
were some very lively discussions about tri-
angular sails vs balanced lugs. I don’t think 
Chuck managed to convince Hal that a bal-
anced lug was better, but the arguments and 
good natured ribbing were entertaining.
	 Wednesday night we camped in Cedar 
Canyon. I loved camping in Cedar Canyon 
and the geography of the rock walls. On the 
beach there were several levels to climb up 
and look around with some panoramic views. 
In the evenings, most of us took the opportu-
nity to get in the lake and cool off. The tem-
perature difference was quite a shock to the 
system, but it felt so good. The only down-
side to camping there (and it was a big one) 

was the surprising amount of motorboat traf-
fic coming through. That did drop off in the 
evening though.
	 When we left Cedar Canyon, heading 
back toward Bullfrog on Thursday morn-
ing, there was a wind advisory out predicting 
50mph winds. Unfortunately we didn’t get 
moving very fast until after breakfast. Tom 
made us all pancakes that morning and we 
savored every morsel. Thank you, Tom, they 
were delicious! Of all mornings to be lolly-
gagging around though, this was the worst 
one we could have picked. After breakfast 
everyone realized that we needed to get mov-
ing so we could try to beat the wind to our 
next stop.
	 Concerned about the potential effect 
of the predicted winds, our fellow travel-
ers finally mentioned that maybe Cathy and 
I could improve our paddling strokes (or 
maybe it was just me that needed to make the 
improvement). It would have been nice if they 
had mentioned this earlier in the trip, but I 
think they were worried about hurting my ego, 
a needless worry as I knew I was clueless. All 
this time I had been making big splashes with 
my paddling, very inefficient. They wanted 
to make sure we were as efficient as possible 
with the approaching high winds.
	 After receiving some coaching on the 
proper technique from Hal, our paddling 
efficiency improved a great deal. Kim also 
demonstrated some other paddling strokes 
to keep our canoe tracking better. I have to 
confess I didn’t do very well with those and 
will need more practice to utilize them effec-
tively. Sometimes I’m a little slow at learning 
new things.
	 When it was time to leave, everyone 
packed up quickly. The others were more effi-
cient than I was and they were away while we 
were still trying to get everything stuffed into 
our canoe. I think the knowledge that high 
winds were coming gave us an extra burst 
of adrenaline that morning though, because 
it didn’t take long for us to start catching up. 
Part of the group would fall back occasion-
ally to make sure we were doing okay.
	 We paddled for all we were worth that 
morning. Eventually the wind kicked up and 
kept getting worse. After a time the group 
decided it was best to pull in and wait for the 
following morning to proceed. The spot we 
pulled into was not the best, but we didn’t 
have any other options.
	 Kim went hiking up over the hill and 
found a gentleman who was stranded there 
for several days when his kayak disappeared. 
The man had rocked in part of a low overhang 
to turn it into a shelter, out of the relentless 
heat of the sun. After getting him some food 
and water, Kim led him back over the hill to 

Hal with kayak and improvised sail. Joe Leinweber in a Michalak plywood kayak.
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the beach side where some folks picked him 
up to meet up with the National Park Service. 
We heard they got him back to his car in Hite. 
I’m not sure why he was unable to flag some-
one else down to help him before we showed 
up. I’m just glad Kim found him and we were 
able to get him some help. VHF radios are 
most helpful in these situations. I don’t have 
one, but fortunately others did.
	 Friday morning we got up around 
4:00am or 4:30am. Everyone was set to go 
very quickly. We wanted to make it back to 
Bullfrog before the winds kicked up again. 
There was no wind when we got up. Every-
thing was calm. As we paddled in that hour 
when it’s almost light but the sun hasn’t come 
up yet, no one spoke. We were in another 
world. The only sounds we heard were water 
dripping off of our paddles and the lake gen-
tly lapping at the canyon walls. I felt if any-
one were to speak it would break the magic 
of that special time as we were all moving 
through the surreal moment of Lake Powell. 
It was like being in a dream that I didn’t want 
to wake up from.
	 Unfortunately there were some other 
kayakers who camped in the vicinity and 
departed around the same time we did. Appar-
ently they didn’t understand the need for quiet 
with the rest of us because they began talking 
and their voices echoed off of the rock walls. I 
guess the magic couldn’t last forever.
	 We made it back to Hobie Cat Beach 
without incident and then came the hard 
work of getting the boats unloaded, every-
thing repacked in the vehicles and the boats 
mounted on trailers or, in our case, on an over-
head rack. We were lucky having everyone 
there with us to help get our canoe out, cleaned 
off and loaded. This would have been very dif-
ficult with just my daughter and I.
	 The best part about getting back was 
being able to take a hot shower. Even though 
we showered before traveling very far in our 
truck, we had to air out the truck after we got 
home. The rope, cargo straps and lines didn’t 
smell very good after being out on the lake all 
that time. We had to hose off all of our equip-
ment and hang it out to dry in the back yard 
when we got home.
	 The evening we got back, everyone 
got together for one last meal at the Anasazi 
Restaurant at the Lodge. It was a wonderful 
meal and we had a lot of fun talking about 
our journey on the lake. There was a lot of 
laughter, toasts and storytelling going on. 
We had some incredible meals on the lake, a 
great adventure, campfires with discussions 

of Kokopellis past and other life stories, remembrances of those who have paddled on before, 
awesome views of the stars and a lot of quality time spent with good people. I don’t think any-
one got hurt, with the exception of some sunburns, and we all had a good time. What more can 
you ask for? I certainly hope to go back again.
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	 At risk of descending into a curmud-
geonly rant, I’m going to offer a rhetorical 
question. What’s happened? I had a most 
unusual day yesterday. It started out, remark-
ably, with having a major launching ramp at 
a major “destination” lake all to myself for 
about an hour. I launched, rigged, loaded and 
got Lady Bug underway without anybody 
else doing similar. The sun had been up for 
several hours. And this is MID JULY. We’ve 
had a couple weeks of temps in the upper 
80s and above. Granted, the forecast was for 
strong winds and possible rain. But still.
	 Well, there was this one guy who came 
in and tied up. I was fascinated by how his 
vintage Century Resorter dropped from 
plane and settled into an elegant “lope” as 
the modest V-8 thrummed a masculine note. 
Not strident, not shrieky. Just, well, mascu-
line. And perfectly elegant. He even used 
proper cleat hitches to make her fast to the 
float. We discussed the passing of such craft 
from the scene for a bit. We agreed that 
the now long-gone designer had gotten the 
stem rake just right, the aft quarters per-
fectly matched, etc. Then he simply blew 
me away. He said, “I have the marina guy 
put it at my dock for me. I only come here 
two days a year so I like to have it waiting 
for me so I can use it for those two days.” 
He may as well have been talking about a 
rented folding chair at a summer picnic.
	 So this renegade from the ‘60s is just 
an ornament at a fancy beach house. An “it.” 
A “thing” that only gets to perform for her 
uninterested master a few hours a year. Well, 
phooey. A work of art. A piece of history. An 
incredibly well created vessel. Not an “it.”
	 The day progressed about as the weather 
guys and gals had guessed it would. An easy 
reach turned into a rolling run and some dra-
matic gybes, as one to two footers grew into 
threes with white manes. A steady 15 knots 
began to box the compass and surge well into 
the 20s. I only got the pocket anemometer 
out once, and then only from a seated posi-
tion in the cockpit, but some of those gusts 
were pushing 30. My original “plan” was 
to sail the length of Priest Lake. I tried that 
once before this year and was more or less 
defeated by an all afternoon mountain thun-
derstorm. But that was early spring. This is 
summer. Stuff like this doesn’t last, or even 
happen at all. Anyhow, it was a glorious ride.
	 Cell phones don’t work out there. But 
I had told Kate before leaving home that I 
might be home that night. Or maybe a day 
or two later. It all depended. So I was on an 
adventure and I pretty much had that big ol’ 
lake to myself. The mission became one of 
discovering where the “harbors of refuge” 
might be in case of similar weather during 
our upcoming Movable Messabout in just 
about two months. Granted, this sort of blow 
doesn’t happen all that often. In fact, since I 
first started coming to Priest Lake about 60 
years ago, this was a “first” for me.
	 Lady Bug is short, heavy and kinda slow. 
An 1,800lb 16’ pocket cruiser, ballast keel 
and essentially uncapsizeable. I’ve finally 
gotten a decent reefing system working on 
the homebrew beach cat rig. Other than occa-
sional leaps for the sky when crashing over a 
breaking sea, and my residual fears of loos-

What’s Happened?
By Dan Rogers

ing the stick to a broken shroud or something 
like that, she was handling the situation with 
aplomb. In fact, other than a bit of spray over 
the bow, we didn’t take a drop in the cockpit. 
Nothing much came unlodged from its perch 
in the cabin. The boat was doing famously. 
And the skipper was doing OK, too.
	 So we poked in behind several islands 
and along some protected shore areas. Many 
of the camping beaches were almost com-
pletely calm. Lots of places out there to hole 
up. Lots of places to stay put in the event of a 
dirty forecast. Lookin’ good.
	 But back to my question. Through-
out the day I passed a number of sailboats, 
all at moorings. Nobody out. I saw some 
Hobies and the like from a distance, people 
seem to leave them rigged and parked on the 
beach. But none of them out there in what 
would have been a glorious day for those lit-
tle reaching rockets. The only boats out were 
those ubiquitous “ski boats.” You know the 
ones, seating for 12, freeboard as high as the 
Love Boat. Drooping snouts and swim plat-
forms the size of basketball courts. And blat-
ting exhausts. Most of the ones that passed 
close aboard were packed with kids in life 
jackets. Kids and adults, just sort of sitting 

there as the boat serenely crested each wave 
with minimal gyration, even at the average 
30kt speed of advance. Really big boats here, 
400 miles from any sort of open water.
	 OK. I was the smallest floating thing out 
there. Nobody on a Sunfish, pretending to be 
a destroyer in a typhoon. No kids, pretending 
to be voyageurs paddling a laden freighter 
across Lake Superior. Nope. The only ones 
out were sitting on color coordinated vinyl 3’ 
or 4’ from the water. 
	 What’s happened? 
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A Celebratory Loop Around the Island
	 When Nancy and I visited PEI this past 
February, we were truly impressed to see an 
island totally engulfed in ice: the 9-mile-wide 
Northumberland Strait, as well as the entire 
North Shore, the usually wide-open Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, were frozen shut as far as the 
eye could see. All bays and harbors were iced 
in, no boat in sight, except on land, waiting 
for Spring to come.
	 It had been an historic winter, with 
record snowfalls as well as record low tem-
peratures. But thanks to the new (1997) 
bridge, the island was functioning just fine, 
except for the fact that there was only one 
seafood restaurant open on the entire island: 
the Claddagh Oyster House in Charlotte-
town. But we noticed that Charlottetown and 
the island were already gearing up for a big 
celebration a few months hence, the sesqui-
centennial (150 years) of the Charlottetown 
Conference of 1864, which led to the even-
tual formation of Canada.
	 It looked like a real big deal with lots of 
festivities, and I thought to myself: “Wouldn’t 
it be nice to be part of it, like paddling a cel-
ebratory loop around the island, once the ice 
thaws.” I had canoed around the entire island 
before, in stages, finishing my last 3-day stint 
at North Cape (where I had started) in the 
year 2000. “About 400 miles around – I can 
still do that,” I thought confidently. “I know 
and love this place like a real old friend.”

Towards Seacow Head Light
	 So, come June, a few days before 
Father’s Day, Nancy and I were off for Char-
lottetown, where my trip was to start and end. 
The newly painted North River lighthouse is 
such a significant place, just a tad north of 
Victoria Park and the Governor’s Mansion, 
where the Conference took place. I knew 
there even was a small lane right down to 
the water’s edge for an easy put-in/take-out. 
The ice was gone, and spirits were high, as I 
pushed off, just as a big cruise ship entered 
the inner harbor through the outer gap at Fort 
Amherst/Port-la-Joye.

Around Prince 
Edward Island,  

Canada
Or: Knowing When To Bail Out

By Reinhard Zollitsch
reinhard@maine.edu

www.ZollitschCanoeAdventures.com

	 Nancy watched through field glasses as 
my little Verlen Kruger solo sea canoe dis-
appeared, turning right for a clockwise cir-
cumnavigation of the island province. I had 
set myself a daily goal of 20 miles, which I 
maintained all the way to the most western 
end of the island, West Point.
	 My first night out I camped on a thin 
strip of sand at Black Head, with the ubiq-
uitous steep red sandstone shore behind me. 
Day two provided some great views of the 
elegant 9-mile-long bridge, but the wind had 
picked up, and the tide was running hard 
around the many breakwaters of Borden Har-
bor, and under the bridge itself. I had wanted 
to touch one of the big “feet” of the bridge 
with my paddle, as I had done on my previ-
ous trip around the island, but I had enough 
to do to stay upright in the tidal chop and just 
to make it under the bridge.

	 After a brief lunch stop in the lee of 
the approach ramp to the bridge on the NW 
side, I headed for the next big point, Seacow 
Head Light. Over the years I had learned that 
points are best rounded in the early morning 
calm, and not in the much windier afternoon. 
There was a lovely sandy beach in the bight 
before the lighthouse. No private houses any-
where, but the beach was shoaling and run-
ning dry fast. I had to get out in a hurry and 
hope that the morning flood tide would pick 
me up from my beach abode – which it did.
	 The lighthouse itself is very pictur-
esque, sitting on a spectacular bluff of red 
sandstone. I had to take a picture or two, 
which is always a big deal: set up the boat 
in the right spot for the perfect shot, take off 
my paddling gloves, finagle my day pouch 
(with sunscreen, glasses, granola bar, bug 
net and camera) out of the netted shelf below 
the spray skirt and  deck beside my left knee, 
open the pouch zipper, get the camera out of 
its zip-lock bag and case, tu`rn on the camera, 
and, if I am still in the perfect spot, shoot! 
After that, I do the same, only in reverse – so 
you see, taking a picture is always a big deal.

North River Light put-in.

The big party.

First night out at tidal Black Point.

PEI bridge as seen from the island.

Seacow Head lighthouse.
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Towards Cape Egmont
	 The morning was overcast, the wind 
very light, and I made good progress to the 
long Summerside breakwater and from there 
almost due west towards Cape Egmont, my 
next significant point. But since I did not find 
a suitable beach for my tent before the cape, 
I rounded it and ducked into Cape Egmont 
Harbor. It had a very protected boat ramp, 
which made taking out and putting in the 
next morning easy. Since the lobster season 
had not started along the western half of PEI, 
there was only one boat in the harbor. Most 
boats, I learned, were fishing for mackerel 
along the North Shore. So I carried my gear 
up the ramp and pitched my tent just a tad 
to the side. I had a great view of the light-
house and enjoyed a splendid sunset. Life 
was good, I thought to myself.

	 The first mile was fun. Then the rain let 
loose, and the wind increased significantly, 
forming big breaking rollers in no time. During 
the last mile of my crossing I was drenched in 
sweat, paddling as hard as I could, occasionally 
bracing right and left, watching the waves like 
a hawk, as they tried to pass me from behind. I 
knew I was committed and had to fight it out, 
which I did, but I cursed my decision and prom-
ised myself never to short-cut anything wider 
than a mile, in strong winds and tide.
	 The wind increased even more as I fol-
lowed the shore towards Brae Harbour, where 
I was blown behind several long barrier sand-
spit islands towards West Point. Even in these 
more sheltered waters, the waves were break-
ing fiercely, and the tops were flying off. I 
went deeper and deeper behind the long, 
low sandspit islands, till I finally ran out of 
water and had to pull out. To my surprise, big 
Egmont Bay was only 30’ to the left of that 
last sandspit. Great, I thought. I can pitch my 
tent amongst the dune grass here, and when 
the wind calms down, I can put in on the bay 
side - no backtracking necessary, to get out 
from behind those barrier islands.
	 Setting up my tent in that wind was chal-
lenging, but I had done it many times before: 
weigh down the limp tent with all gear before 
inserting and erecting the pole-frame. I also 
left one heavy 10-liter water bottle and one 
heavy food crate in the boat so it would not 
fly away. And I always tie it up for the night. 
Since there were no trees or heavy rocks 
around, I tied my boat to my tent frame.

Towards Hypothermia
	 I was wet with perspiration from pad-
dling so hard in my Gore-Tex suit, as well as 
wet from the driving rain. But I got into my 
tent fine, dried off, got into my polypropyl-
ene long underwear, wool socks and watch 
cap, and crawled into my sleeping bag. It was 
also getting noticeably colder. My tent was 
whacking violently in the strong gusty wind, 
threatening to self-destruct.  According to my 
weather report, it was blowing 30 knots, with 
higher gusts, and it sounded as if it would 
continue to do so for 48 more hours. I tried 
to ignore it, while I started my propane stove 
beside me in my tent and enjoyed a cup of 
coffee, followed by a cup of cocoa.
	 Supper was fine also, but rain was 
beginning to force its way through the zip-
pers along doors and windows, creating a 
fine mist in my tent, which inevitably set-
tled on top of my sleeping bag. Then the 
drips started, which I initially tried to catch 
in my cooking pot, dish, sponge and towel. 
But before long, practically everything was 

Cape Egmont lighthouse.

	 The weather report that night, though, 
predicted strong winds and rain for the next 
couple of days. How bad can it be, I won-
dered. I had paddled around the outside of 
Nova Scotia and even up the western shore 
of Newfoundland. In all my literally thou-
sands of ocean miles, I can count the wind 
days on one hand. OK, I had occasionally 
been forced to cut my daily goals short, but 
not very often.

Towards West Point
	 Next morning started gray, and the sky 
was dark with rain. I donned my Gore-Tex 
rain suit and even my wide-brimmed rain hat. 
And as I pushed off, the rains already began 
to come down. The easterly winds made me 
hug shore as I headed north, deep into Egmont 
Bay, so I would not be blown out to sea.
	 I was very apprehensive about the 
many-miles-long sandbars off Maximeville, 
where I had found miles and miles of impen-
etrable surf the two years I paddled by here 
(finishing one stint one year and starting my 
last stint to North Cape the next, in 2000). 
The tide was still calm this morning, and all 
went well all the way up Egmont Bay to Per-
cival River. At that point the wind had shifted 
to the southeast, and I felt OK taking a short-
cut across the bay. With the wind from behind 
now, a 3-mile crossing to Grande Dique Point 
should not be too bad.

wet: my socks, my polys, my sleeping bag, 
and the rain water was pooling around my 
Thermarest mattress. It felt like riding a surf-
board. I finally got out my aluminum-lined 
survival blanket, covering everything in my 
tent, and tried to fall asleep.

A Father’s Day Not to Remember
	 Morning could not come soon enough, 
as I was wet, cold and stiff. My thermome-
ter showed temperatures in the 40ºs, and my 
morale also was at a new low. The conden-
sate, which had formed on the underside of 
the aluminum blanket, had made things even 
worse. The alu-blanket had kept me some-
what warmer, but also got me much wetter. 
All night I was afraid my rain fly would be 
ripped off and my tent reduced to a shredded 
tarp. Not a promising, uplifting picture.
	 And then it dawned on me: this is Father’s 
Day. Hurray! But I had nothing to cheer about. 
The rain continued all day; so did the gusty 
wind. I was pinned down on that thin sand-
spit, being hit from all sides, while the waves 
were crashing on the Egmont Bay side of my 
sandy perch. This was so different from my 
six earlier stints around the island, which were 
all done around Father’s Day and left me with 
many very positive memories. (See my arti-
cle “A Father’s Day Special” on my website, 
www.ZollitschCanoeAdventures.com)
	 I made it through the long day, though, 
huddled in my tent, and the following night 
also; the bad weather never let up. That night 
I just told Nancy, on our brief pre-arranged 
call via satellite phone, that I had not moved 
an inch, but was OK, even though wet and 
cold. I then tried to cheer myself up with posi-
tive thoughts and recalling happy events of 
fatherhood, having raised four kids, but as it 
is in every family, numerous low points also 
popped up, which did not help lift my spirits 
at all. Even reading yet another Clive Cussler 
adventure story did not do it. I was fading fast.
	 Needless to say, I had a miserable night. 
I do not think I slept at all. I was too busy 
shivering from the wet and cold and being 
pounded into submission by the relentless, 
aggressively gusty wind. By 7am Atlantic 
time (6am EST/Maine time), on the third 
day of this ordeal, however, I finally pulled 
myself together and decided the trip was 
over. I felt hypothermia creeping up my legs 
and sides and beginning to dull my senses. 
I had read enough about hypothermia and 
heard nasty, downright dangerous accounts 
from paddling friends, so that I decided to 
make a good decision while I still could. 48 
hours of that torrential rain, storm winds and 
continuous cold (below 50° F.) were all my 
body and mind could tolerate. 

Hunkered down for 48 hours.
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The Bail-Out
	 The weather report for the next couple 
of days was also not very encouraging: more 
strong winds, now from the north, veering to 
the northwest, exactly my direction of travel. 
The rain had stopped for a brief moment, but 
the strong wind warning was still up, as was 
the small craft advisory, of course.
	 From my previous rounding of the west-
ern edge of PEI I remember writing: “Round 
this corner only in the best of weather, espe-
cially North Cape with its mile-long bar 
extending NW  into the Gulf of St. Law-
rence.” In a brief 3-minute call I told Nancy 
that I had decided to paddle the remaining 6 
miles to West Point Harbor, leave my boat 
there and walk the mile to the lighthouse, 
which, we had both read, had an inn con-
nected to it, where I could dry off and warm 
up. Nancy agreed 100% with my decision – 
what a sweetheart! As a matter of fact, she 
even offered to pick me up “today!” and to 
try to be there by nightfall, after the long 
drive from Orono, Maine.
	 I suddenly felt very relieved to have 
made the decision and to have talked to 
Nancy, and I felt somehow re-energized 
by her support. I quickly rolled up my wet 
sleeping bag, packed all my gear back into 
my waterproof bags (most of it never made it 
out), loaded my boat, climbed in and pushed 
off. At that moment, things felt right again.

Finally leaving for West Point.

West Point lighthouse.

	 The wind had already veered to the 
north, which meant it was an offshore breeze, 
at about 20 knots or so, with higher gusts as 
before. I crabbed my way to the west (i.e. 
steering NW, while actually going west with 
the strong northerly), making sure I would 
not get blown too far out into the bay.  Almost 
two hours later I entered the harbor of West 
Point, pulled out at the boat ramp and secured 
everything. Except for two fishing boats, the 
harbor was empty, especially the pleasure 
boat slips. I figured my boat and gear should 
be safe till later that afternoon when I could 
pick it up.

West Point Harbor: end of trip.

	 I walked the mile to the lighthouse, got 
a nice room with a view of the ocean, took a 
hot shower, had a couple of cups of hot cof-
fee, and soon began to feel a lot better. I even 
found a helpful person with a car, who car-
shuttled me back to my boat, so I could pick 
up some of my essential gear, especially my 
electronics and a change of dry clothes. I had 
a granola bar for lunch, since the inn did not 
have a dining room. I then walked the beach, 
took some pictures and watched the Cana-
dian TV coverage of the World Cup soccer 
matches in Brazil. Life was good again.
	 I estimated Nancy’s time of arrival to be 
7:30pm PEI time. So I hopefully walked out 

to the parking lot looking for our white VW 
Passat to arrive – and there she came, 3 min-
utes early. What a girl! (By the way, we just 
celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary!). 
We turned right around to pick up my boat 
and gear at the harbor ramp. Everything was 
exactly as I had left it. Then life was lovely in 
the inn. Nancy’s PB&J sandwiches for sup-
per never tasted better.

Lessons Learned
	 Well, the weather stayed dry the follow-
ing day as we drove to the North Shore at 
Cavendish, our favorite stretch of the island. 
We eventually ended up in Charlottetown, as 
I had originally planned, even though by car 
and not in my trusty Verlen Kruger solo sea 
canoe. Ah well! But I was proud of myself for 
knowing when to quit. This was extremely 
rare in all my many trips, and not easy for 
me. But hypothermia is nothing to ignore. It 
can have dire consequences. Please remem-
ber that also, my paddling friends out there!
	 Steamed mussels and a large glass of 
Guinness at the Claddagh Oyster House and 
Irish Pub in Charlottetown tasted almost as 
good as they did at the beginning of this trip. 
So you see, all’s well that ends well!

	 PS: After returning to Maine, I followed 
the weather reports for PEI. It’s a fact: people 
there had not only one of the fiercest winters 
on record, but also one of the worst Junes: 
lots of rain, cold temperatures and strong, 
gusty winds, mostly northerlies. That would 
have been very challenging for my trip, had I 
somehow continued, or it would have neces-
sitated many more wind/rain days ashore, 
something I do not really enjoy. So it seemed 
I did not really miss anything glorious in this 
year’s harsh June weather window. In retro-
spect, I still believe it was a good decision 
to stop my trip in West Point Harbor, after 
only 86 miles... but to be honest, I am still  
quite disappointed.

www.haddenboat.com
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	 It seemed like when I was growing up 
in Connecticut at least one trip up to Mys-
tic Seaport was obligatory, and once there 
the high point was walking the deck of the 
Charles W. Morgan. I couldn’t help but look 
up in the rigging and wonder what it must 
have been like up there in a storm with the 
ship pitching and rolling and someone down 
below shouting commands.
	 Built in New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
and launched in 1841 the Morgan is 113’ in 
length, approximately 313 tons and before 
her whaling days were over she had some 80 
years of service and 37 voyages under her 
keel. Those voyages lasted from nine months 
to five years and covered most of the earth’s 
oceans. Fortunately for the whales, alterna-
tive fuels began to displace whale oil and by 
the 1920s whaling in the United States had 
pretty much come to an end.
	 Like the whale oil they sought, whalers 
too were being displaced and so efforts were 
made to preserve the Morgan as she was soon 
becoming the last of the American wooden 
hulled whalers. Ultimately in 1941 she was 
towed into what is now Mystic Seaport and 
in 1966 she was declared a National Historic 
Landmark and in her berth of mud and sand 
she entertained thousands of visitors.
	 However, as the years went by it became 
clear that for her to survive she would require 
an enormous restoration effort on the part of 
her caretakers who rose to meet that chal-
lenge. But they wanted to do more than just 
replace rotting timbers and planking, they 
wanted to restore the Morgan to a seaworthy 
condition. They wanted to sail her again.
	 The restoration project took nearly six 
years, but good things take time. The Mor-
gan was indeed looking good and by May of 
2014 she was ready to be fully ballasted and 
made ready for sea. On May 17, 2014, she 
was towed (she has no engine) from Mystic 
to New London’s State Pier to complete her 
ballasting and on Sunday, June 7, she was 
scheduled to hoist her new sails and conduct 
sailing trials in the waters off New London. I 
hoped to be there to see that happen.
	 The plan was to see the Morgan from 
a kayak cockpit. Together with my paddling 
companion, Tom, we decided to put our 
kayaks in the water at Groton’s Bluff Point 
State Park just three miles from New London 
Ledge Light where the Morgan had to pass 
by in order to reach Long island Sound. The 
weather forecast was for winds under nine 
knots for the entire day, but as we traveled 
over the Connecticut River Bridge on I95 I 

The Last
Wooden Whaler

By Hugh McManus

could see that the winds were exceeding that 
already. We launched at the park and paddled 
past the Groton‑New London Airport, mak-
ing our way to the entrance to the Thames 
River which is also New London Harbor.
	 As we got within a mile of New London 
Ledge Light I could see the Morgan making 
her way out to the mouth of the river with the 
assistance of a small tug. The wind was blow-
ing 15 to 20 knots out of the west, there was a 
fairly large spectator fleet and, as the Morgan 
got closer to the Light, she began to deploy her 
sails, the tow line was cast off and she was on 
her own. It was quite a sight and to think that 
here was a crew that had never sailed together 
and were sailing a vessel originally built 174 
years ago that had not been sailed in nearly a 
hundred years and there was nobody left alive 
to tell how she might handle.

	 As we watched the Morgan make her 
way up the Sound we paddled around Avery 
Point staying clear of the numerous vessels 
that had seen the Morgan off as well as those 
who use the harbor on a daily basis. See-
ing New London Ledge Light reminded me 
that it was where I spent my last night in the 
Coast Guard. Back in the ‘60s, and for a fair 
number of years after that many of the light-
houses, or light stations as we called them, 
were manned. Four men were assigned to 
each light with one person rotating off on lib-
erty. I spent three weeks on the light and was 
off for one week. Those were the days before 
cell phones and even the TV service was a 
little spotty.
	 Most of my four years I spent running 
boats as a coxswain and never saw any of that 
lighthouse duty, but I had a friend who was 
assigned to New London Ledge and decided 
to spend that last night out there. I had the 
duty boat crew drop me off and I spent a good 
part of the night swapping sea stories. The 
“Ledge” was believed by many to be haunted 
by the ghost of the former lightkeeper Ernie 
who jumped to his death from the lamp room. 
Some of the crew members talked about 
strange things occurring while they were on 
duty alone, there were unexplained banging 
noises and voices heard, mostly at night.
	 The stories about Ernie weren’t new as 
I had heard them before, but what I failed to 
mention to the guys out there that night was 
that a couple of the station boat coxswains 
would, when returning from a boat call at 
night, drop off a crew member to bang on 
the light house door and jump back on the 
boat, which would back quietly away into 
the night, some of which were foggy nights, 
and sometimes we could see that door open 
slightly and someone poke their head out. At 
any rate all the lights were automated by the 
late ‘80s and Ernie’s probably a bit lonely out 
there now.
	 Padding up into the harbor on the east 
bank past Pfizer’s plant, where some 50 years 
ago its one fairly large smokestack produced 
an odor that smelled of rotten eggs and, with 
a north wind, could be detected out on Fish-
ers Island some four miles away. Today its 
four stacks produce no smell at all or at least 
none that I could detect. Electric Boat, or EB 
as it’s known locally, is still in the submarine 
building business and appears to have pushed 
out a bit south on the river. Unlike those times 
in the ‘60s when subs could be seen out in 
the open, today any and all submarines were 
apparently under cover of enclosed docking 
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buildings or vessels and out of sight of over-
head reconnaissance satellites. The Navy has 
taken on some responsibility for security at 
EB as armed uniformed personnel were seen 
at various locations near the water’s edge, so 
no photos were taken there.
	 Fort Trumbull, a blockhouse since 1777, 
was very visible as we entered the harbor, as 
did General Benedict Arnold in 1781, captur-
ing the fort and burning the town and as many 
vessels as he could find. Today the fort is a 
Connecticut State Park and looks a lot better 
than it did in the ‘60s when I was stationed 
there. The Navy’s Underwater Sound Lab 

had its offices there and graciously allowed 
the Coast Guard to occupy a small corner of 
it. The Navy is gone but the CG is hanging 
onto its corner.
	 I had turned on my handheld VHF as I 
had heard that some of the comms with the 
Morgan might be carried on Channel 12 and 
ended up listening to all the RR bridge open-
ings both on the Thames River and Shaw 
Cove. I can’t remember the amount of open-
ings back in the ‘60s that were occurring, but 
clearly the harbor was a lot busier now than 
back in the ‘60s. We paddled past the State 
Pier and under the RR and I95 bridges and 
up the Thames against a weak ebb tide. We 
had packed a lunch and found a place on the 
western side of the river to haul out and stay 
clear of the security boats from the sub base 
that was just across the river.
	 Also across the river and just to the 
south of the Sub Base sits the SSN Nautilus, 
launched in 1954, the world’s first atomic 
submarine. In 1958 she was the first vessel to 
reach the North Pole and remained in service 
until 1980 when she was decommissioned. 
Today, as forbear of the Navy’s nuclear 
undersea forces, she is open to the public.
	 Lunch was over and we headed back 
south along the western side of the river, 
passing the Thames River Shipyard which 
had a NYC Fire Department’s fireboat in 
their drydock. The vessel, Three Forty Three, 
so named to honor the 343 members of the 
New York Fire Department who were lost on 
September 11, 2001. It was pretty impressive 
to see the four propellers that drive the ves-
sel and to learn that it has a capacity to pump 
50,000 gallons of water per minute.
	 Next to the shipyard is the Coast Guard 
Academy where I noticed three black hulled 
vessels tied up. They looked a little like tugs 
but what they turned out to be were old 65’ 
Army T Boats constructed during the Korean 
War to assist with offloading and transport-
ing military supplies. Most were built on a 
contingency basis and were never used and 
eventually offered to other services. The 
Coast Guard uses them at the Academy for 
teaching seamanship and boat handling and 
I understand that the cadets call them “dock 
bangers.” They looked to be in good condi-
tion, maybe a result of superior boat handling 
or lots of boat fenders.
	 Making our way south past where the 
ferries to Block Island and Fishers Island 
are tied up, we were pleasantly surprised to 
see the Charles W. Morgan entering the har-
bor from its sailing trials. The Morgan had 

a small tug on her port quarter and was en 
route to her berth at State Pier. While the sails 
were fully reefed it was still a grand sight to 
see this vessel of days gone by underway. 
We paddled across the harbor to try to get a 
photo of the Morgan without showing the tug 
on her port side and the end result is we have 
to look close to see that tug.
	 Photo taking from a kayak can be chal-
lenging as the kayak is always moving and 
the camera is housed in a waterproof case that 
has buttons that correspond to the camera’s 
buttons and there’s also the matter of keep-
ing the kayak where I want to be. In this situa-
tion I found myself in front of EB with the big 
sign “No Photos” along with unsmiling Navy 
folks so I had to make sure to keep the camera 
pointed at the Morgan which slowly made her 
way up the harbor with her escort vessels. I 
took enough photos to be somewhat confident 
that some of them might pass muster.
	 Securing the camera, we headed down 
the harbor and back to our put in at Bluff 
Point State Park. After about a half mile or so 
I heard a pretty loud bang from my rear deck 
and at the same time my rudder pedal went 
slack. Looking back I saw that somehow my 
rudder had come off its bushing and was in 
the water, although still attached by its steer-
ing cables. Tom swung around and was able 
to tuck the rudder under my deck lines and 
we continued our paddle. My 20 some year 
old 17’ Dirigo has always been a pretty slow 
boat, but on the other hand a very stable one, 
but I was to discover that it was never meant 
to be paddled without a rudder or, at least, on 
a windy day.
	 Later at the put in I found the reason for 
the rudder casualty, a 1/4” SS bolt had some-
how sheared off allowing the rudder to detach 
itself. An easy fix, but I was already thinking 
about another boat that might be a bit more 
responsive and faster and getting ready for 
that question, “Another boat? Where are you 
going to keep it?”



Messing About in Boats, September 2014 – 33

Melonseed Project
By Richard Honan

At the WoodenBoat Show
	 It was a great time for us and the cul-
minating reward for our winter project was 
the awards Proud Mary 2 brought home, 
see for yourself! Completed and Launched

	 After eight months of construction, it 
was certainly a memorable Fathers Day as 
I christened and launched Proud Mary 2. 
Thank you to everyone who shared the day 
with my family and I.
	 Next it’s off to the WoodenBoat Show 
at Mystic Seaport where I have entered 
Proud Mary 2 in the “I Built It Myself” dis-
play.

My Next Project
How Small is Small

	
	 Well, it’s time to start thinking about a 
new boat building project! Forty-five years 
ago, on June 1, 1965, Robert Manry left Fal-
mouth, Massachusetts, for Falmouth, Eng-
land, on the smallest craft to ever sail across 
the Atlantic Ocean (at the time), a 13.5’ 
wish and a prayer called Tinkerbelle. Manry 
purchased the tiny Tinkerbelle in 1958 and 
sailed it all over Lake Erie. He eventually 
modified the boat significantly for longer 
water voyages. By 1965 he firmly believed 
he could take the tiny craft across the Atlan-
tic Ocean.  Having told no one except his 
wife and a few friends what he planned to 
do, Manry took Tinkerbelle out of Falmouth 
and sailed right across the ocean to England. 
His splendid feat kindled admiration in men 
everywhere and secured for Tinkerbelle a 
place in the bravest annals of the sea.

Concourse d’Elegance

I Built it Myself
Best in Show

“Watercolor” portrait on dock (trick camera).

Sail - Owner Built -1st Place

Proud Mary 2 Sails
By Richard Honan

	 Almost a month after she was christened and launched, brother Steve and I took Proud Mary 2 out for a little shakedown sail. I still need to 
make a few more adjustments, add some additional weight or lead to the centerboard, a rudder stop to prevent the rudder from unexpectedly pop-
ping off or floating off the transom, but overall she responded very well… and yes, I know the outhaul needs to be tightened. Thanks for pointing 
that out!
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	 With the Visitor Center opening on July 
1, Maine’s First Ship’s 2014 season formally 
began. You are all invited to come see the 
reconstruction of the first English ship built in 
the Americas on the Bath, Maine, waterfront 
just north of the US Rt 1 Sagadahoc Bridge. 
Virginia, a 17th century vessel built origi-
nally at the Popham Colony, is taking shape. 
With her 32 frames in place on her keel she 
is an impressive site, filling the 60’ boat shed. 
Inside the Bath Freight Shed we have display 
panels set up to inform you about the Popham 
Colony and its attempt at early colonization 
of the northeast coast. With the raising of Vir-
ginia’s transom, another major milestone has 
been reached. Work continues on fairing and 
the final frames and we expect to install the 
first plank this summer. 

Maine’s First Ship
Come Visit Virginia

Planking Update

Jeremy Blaiklock works his Bobcat like a 
pro, restacking and pinning the planking with 
guidance from Orman Hines, RB Omo, Paul 
Cunningham and Tim Teague. 

Repurposing a vintage event booth into a dry-
ing shelter for the planking provides an eco-
nomical space for climate controlled season-
ing for about a third of Virginia’s planking.

Battens

Checking for fair lines with battens,  
many battens. 

Raising the Transom

Virginia’s transom view from stem knee 
looking aft.

At the left, the black lower end of Virginia’s false stern post can just be seen at the top of frame. 
With the transom staged at the foot of the stern, volunteers work to rig and raise the transom 
into position. On the platform, Paul Cunningham sets the rig with help from Peter Watson and 
Chuck Jouver.

Burt Elliot leads the transom raising team and sets the lower rig with help from RB Omo. Chuck 
and Jay Coffey balance the transom on the keel mid lift

At left the transom almost in place. At right and framed in center Paul surveys the final fit. 
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Replacing Futtocks

Virginia’s frames have been seasoning in place since they were raised and a few of the futtocks 
have developed flaws and required replacing. Using a thin Japanese saw, the trunnels are cut and 
the defective futtock is removed. Using the old futtock for a pattern, a new futtock is laid out by 
Orman Hines and Roger Rand. Roger uses the hand crank to adjust the angle of the tilting arbor 
shipsaw to match each change in the degree of bevel called out as the stock is moved through 
the saw by Fred Gosbee and Roger Barry.

Fairing Starboard and Larboard And Hawse Timbers

A bit of a competition has developed between the larboard (Burt Elliot and Arthur Robinson) 
and starboard (Orman Hines, Gus Manomaitis, Peter Watson and Larry O’Toole) fairing teams. 
Not to be left out of the trash talk, the hawse timber team is pushing for finishing both the inside 
and outside of the starboard timbers. Any wonder larboard got changed to port? David White 
works on the inside hawse timbers high on the stem. Gus planes, Dick Forrest and Jay Coffey 
shim the cant frames. 

Donated White Oak for Hawse 
Timbers Delivery

Long time supporter Stephen Dewick 
recently donated some white oak which he 
had removed from his property in Woolwich 
and had hauled to our long time supporting 
sawyer Alan Higgins. After (donated) mill-
ing at Higmo’s these timbers arrived just 
about the time we ran out of black locust 
stock for the hawse timbers.

Rabbets

Working forward and aft, on the last of the 
rabbets, Tim Teague is chiseling the transition 
from the keel to the stem and Jeremy Blaik-
lock cuts the rabbet for the last two aft frames. 
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	 I retired from the National Park Service 
after 35 years of service. More than 20 years 
of that time was at the wheel of a patrol boat. 
I ended my career as the Chief Ranger at Fire 
Island National Seashore. Leaving proved 
to be bittersweet. As I told someone once, I 
missed the performers but not the circus. My 
wife Dawn was worried I wouldn’t be “busy 
enough” once I retired, so prior to my retire-
ment date she bought me a Beetle Cat we 
found on Catboats.org. The boat we found 
needed some tender loving care. As a self 
described boat geek, I’ve been an admirer 
of catboats in general for years and always 
thought Beetle Cats were “cute.” Once I 
became an owner, I was amazed at the work-
manship that went into a boat two fathoms 
long and one wide.
	 When I purchased the Beetle Cat, that 
we’ve since named Escape, she was one of 
two for sale by the same owner. The other 
boat was of similar age, had fiberglass over 
the cedar planks and was already delami-
nating in numerous places. Our boat, Hull 
#1261, was built in 1967 and was originally 
built for a camp in Freetown, Massachusetts, 
not far from the Beetle shop. Escape defi-
nitely had issues, the transom needed to be 
replaced (the boat came with one from Beetle 
Inc), several ribs needed to be sistered, a new 
centerboard box, new keel/skeg, new rudder 
and two new garboard planks needed to be 
built and fitted.
	 It seemed I lucked out, garages are few 
and far between in this area, or so I thought, 
but a neighbor had an empty garage. So I 
moved Escape into the garage and imme-
diately replaced the transom. I used ratchet 
tie downs as a Spanish windlass to hold the 
shape of the boat. After pulling the old tran-
som out (which was surprisingly easy to get 
out after cutting 82 original screws) the new 
one went in as easily as the old one came out.

Rebuilding of Escape
By Jay Lippert

Reprinted from The Beetle Sheet
Newsletter of the New England

Beetle Cat Boat Association

	 After I had the transom in, our neighbor 
rented the house and the tenant wanted the 
garage for his stuff. So out came Escape to 
live on the trailer. That was late spring 2011.
	 Fast forward to August 2013. Dawn and 
I were in Port Jefferson on the north shore 
of Long Island. Port Jefferson Village is a 
long time historic maritime community, I 
have been building half hull ship models 
since early 2010 and, as I am always eager 
to learn more about the process, we attended 
a demonstration at the Long Island Seaport 
and Ecology Center (LISEC) on half hull 
building. The demo was on the site of the old 
Bayles Ship Yard, a historic shipyard located 
at Port Jefferson. It includes the 1897 Bay-
les Chandlery, the 1917 Machine Shop and 
Mould Loft and the 1917 Compressor House.
	 LISEC built a boat shop just north of the 
old building complex. They accept wooden 
boat projects that have historical significance 
to Port Jefferson, Long Island, or the mari-
time community in general. Our Beetle Cat 
fit the bill. So in September 2013 we started 
restoring Escape in earnest. Volunteers were 
assigned to my project. Several board mem-
bers with years of wooden boat restoration 
experience evaluated Escape to see if we 
could restore her within our budget, which 
they determined we could.
	 Numerous volunteers, all experienced 
boat builders, and I started stripping the 
hull so we could move her inside before the 
weather turned cold. As with all restoration 
projects, once things are uncovered other 
issues are found. This is when we found the 
ribs that needed sistering as well as coming to 
the realization that the centerboard box also 
needed replacing. I always had a feeling it 
would but once we looked at it became more 
obvious. We also then realized the garboards 
were sprung, not due to the garboards but to 
the keel. The rest of the hull and fastening 
looked fine.
	 I used a Dremel tool with a small cut-
ting bit to route around the screw heads in 
the garboards, almost cutting through, and 
then just popped the planks off. Jim took vise 
grips and removed all the old screws. We 
only had one of the old iron screws that gave 
us a hard time, having to be drilled out. Once 
the planks came off, we removed the keel.

	 Before we get too deep into things 
I wanted take a minute to discuss safety 
around the shop. We all wear gloves when 
appropriate, dust masks, hearing protection 
when appropriate and the most important 
piece of safety equipment, safety glasses. 
These can be purchased online from a vari-
ety of sources as well as from a place like 
Home Depot or Lowes.
	 Pay close attention, there were small cut 
nails holding the ribs to the keel. A Sawzall 
took care of them. It should be noted that the 
keel and centerboard box came out as a unit. 
I then bought a keel/centerboard box/skeg as 
a unit from Beetle Cat. We ordered every-
thing assembled and took a day to run up to 
the factory Open House to make the pick up 
and chat with the staff there. Not only was 
this a huge time saver, it ensured everything 
would fit, as it should. Everyone was very 
helpful and very into Beetles! Michelle has 
been great throughout the project. She’s been 
very patient with me and all my questions.
	 Once the garboards and keel came out, 
the real shipwright work started. Jim is seen 
in one photo vacuuming and inspecting the 
hull now that the keel/centerboard assembly 
was out. Next came the pattern making for 
the stern post and garboards. I was out for 
the fabrication of the stern post. The guys did 
an outstanding job making a new one from 
white oak. While we’re talking about wood, 
only white oak should be used for this piece. 
Red oak, while a tempting substitute, doesn’t 
hold up in a wet environment. It has a ten-
dency to absorb water and rot very quickly.

	 I used screw extractors found in the 
Woodcraft catalog to get the old screws out. 
These are saw toothed barrels that fit into a 
drill. I used the 3/8” size extractor to fit over 
the screw head and cut through the planks, 
making a perfect hole. These little tools 
became indispensable throughout the project. 
I then plugged the holes with West System 
epoxy and new oak dowels, then sanded them 
flush. Dolphinite bedding compound and cot-
ton caulking supplied by Beetle, along with 
80 #8x2” #316 stainless screws found in the 
McFeeley’s catalog, held it all together.
	 I guess at this point I should take a min-
ute to discuss screws, bronze or stainless. Our 
boat is old enough to have iron screws. Only 
steel or stainless steel fasteners should be used 
below the waterline in hulls built before 1973 
(before hull #1536), otherwise rapid deteriora-
tion of the existing fasteners may result from 
galvanic action between dissimilar metals 
(this is right off the Beetle Cat website).
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	 Once the keel assembly was in, the pat-
terns for the garboards were next. It just so 
happened that we got our copy of Wooden-
Boat magazine the day we started on the 
garboards. In the March/April 2014 edition, 
authors described a technique of using strips 
of wood against the planks above and below 
the one needed to be replaced, then taking 
pieces of wood to hold the shape. At that 
point the pattern can be removed and then 
placed over the wood to be cut into a plank.
	 This is exactly what we did, screwing 
pine strips into several ribs and then hot glu-
ing pieces of MDF onto the strips. We then 
popped off the pattern, placed it on luaun ply-
wood to make a full size pattern we could put 
on the boat and planks we got from Beetle. In 
the photo you can see the finished pattern in 
place. We then placed the plywood on the full 
size plank, traced it and cut it to the line. Next 
we planed it to the final shape of the boat.

	 I can’t emphasize enough the impor-
tance of sharp planes. We would remove sev-
eral full length ribbons that were paper thin, 
test fit the plank and remove more where 
needed. This was a slow, meticulous process 
resulting in a near perfect fit. For the star-
board side, all we did was trim the pattern 
from the other side. We were all amazed that 
both sides were nearly the same. There was 
little “racking” of the hull. It was a comfort to 
know that the whole boat was nearly plumb. 
Not bad for a boat nearly 50 years old.
	 Once we cut and shaped the planks, we 
set up the steam box. Each plank stayed in the 
box for about an hour. We staged all the tools 
and clamps we needed along with screws 
prior to removing the plank. Work time with 
the hot planks was about three to four min-
utes at the most. We fastened both planks 
with stainless screws, all going in well.
	 Remember your safety equipment 
when working with the steam box, including 
glasses and gloves. The chance of snapping 
a plank here is pretty good if you don’t let it 
steam for a while. Again, you only get two 
eyes. A pair of safety glasses is cheap when 
compared to the cost of losing an eye. Caulk-
ing went well. It took Michelle several emails 
before I actually grasped the concept.
	 Again I went to Beetle Cat for the cotton 
caulking. They have a complete list of every-
thing we needed to restore the boat, the list 
can be found on their website. West Marine 
supplied the Life Caulk and Interlux primer. 
The process was fairly simple, use the primer 
to paint the seams, then add the cotton caulk-
ing. We spent a good bit of time watching 
videos on how to caulk on YouTube.

	 Because the planking on the Beetle Cat 
is only 1/2” thick, we learned we couldn’t use 
the traditional method of making up a seam 
with a mallet and hitting cotton into the seam. 
We used a dowel with a cup hook at the end to 
twist the cotton making some thicker where 
needed. One seam was open about 3/16”, it 
was right on the beam at the waterline. It took 
three strands of cotton to fill the gap so it was 
just snug. Remember, you don’t want to pack 
the seam because the planks could split apart 
when the hull swells.
	 So here we are at this time. There will be 
another installment when we are done.

The World’s MosT PoPular KiTs and Plans

Kits & Plans for KayaKs • Canoes • sUPs • rowing Craft • Dinghies • sailboats
95 AWARD-WINNING DESIGNS  |  EPOXY, MARINE PLYWOOD, TIMBER, AND MORE   |  BOATBUILDING CLASSES SINCE 1994

Call 410-267-0137 or visit ClCBoats.CoM for a free Catalog and MuCh More! 

Expedition Wherry



38 – Messing About in Boats, September 2014 

	 How many times have I told customers 
that, here at the building supplies store where 
I work? But I’m getting ahead of my story…
	 When I left you, last episode, I was all 
pumped up with pride over the success of 
my canoe rowing project. That continues to 
be a source of satisfaction and amusement, 
even if we are still held hostage by the tides 
and, as it happens, the wind. I did finally 
get Kathy out in the canoe on an evening 
when there was quite a lot of sea running. 
Once in the boat, things were quite pleasant 
and comfortable. However, launching and 
beaching were a bit more exciting than she, 
or I, would have preferred.
	 Of course, if there’s a sea running 
there’s a reason, wind. After 20 minutes of 
pulling against a steady and stout breeze, it 
felt good to turn around and run downwind 
back to home port. Even with two of us in 
the canoe, she lifted her stern to the follow-
ing sea with the same aplomb with which 
she parted the marching ranks of a head sea. 
Point made and verified, the boat will tolerate 
more wind and waves than I will generally 
set off in. I’m a big fan of boats that are more 
willing and able than I am.
	 Next on the “Getting Ready for the New 
Boating Season” list were the topping lift 
cum lazy jacks, sail cover and a motor mount 
for Ellie-Xander. The topping lift was pretty 
straight forward. Three strap eyes, one cheek 
block and a heap of 3/16” line were purchased, 
locally. Having a commercial shipyard 
nearby is a splendid thing, even when your 
ship is only 16’ long. I had thought about get-
ting the cheek block and strap eyes online, 
for the usual reasons, cheap and convenient.
	 Turns out, if you’re looking for a small 
number of small boat parts, they’re not 
cheaper online. In addition to the negligible 
cost of the items, there was an extra $5 charge 
because my purchase was so puny and an $18 
shipping charge! The company was pleased 
to inform me that if I increased the value of 
my purchase to $98 or more, the shipping 
would be “free.” How sweet of them. This is 
a company in Nova Scotia, about 150m from 
where I live, and they wanted $23 shipping 
and handling for four items that would all fit 
in the palm of my hand and weigh about as 
much as a set of car keys. No wonder we start 
to sound like our fathers did when they were 
our age. But I digress…
	 A stop at the A.F. Theriault Shipyard 
in Meteghan River turned up four stainless 
steel strap eyes for 99¢ each and they were 
happy to order in the identical cheek block 
I found online for the same $22.99, no ship-
ping charge at all. And they assured me that 
I could pick it up in two days. I could, and I 
did. It took a pleasant evening’s work, eight 
pop rivets and a dab of quick set epoxy to get 
everything installed and tested. If you’ll per-
mit me to indulge myself, again, I thought the 
net effect looked very “shippy.” It soon got 
to prove its utility during the sea trials of the 
motor mount, which we’ll get to forthwith.
	 The material for the sail cover came from 
yet another shipyard, Comeau Marine Rail-
way, right next to the marina. While it is admi-
rably functional, I’m considerably less proud 
of the visual effect of this device. The idea was 
to keep the sail on the boom when not out sail-
ing, thereby saving the ten minutes it took to 
hank it on and even more time removing, fold-
ing and stowing the sail every trip.
	 Alas, my admittedly crude first attempt 
at a sail cover may not save quite as much 
time as I’d hoped. Having done it twice now, 

St Mary’s Bay Chronicles #15

“Screws are Strong in 
Tension, but Weak in 

Shear”
By Ernie Cassidy

upcloseconcerts@eastlink.ca

getting it off goes pretty quickly, but putting 
it back on, especially by myself, takes a lot 
longer than I had anticipated, even with the 
help of the lazy jacks. So I’m already work-
ing on Revision 2.0 of the sail cover.
	 This would have been a much easier 
device to manufacture if I hadn’t installed the 
lazy jacks. Essentially, it would be a simple 
waterproof wrapping around a neatly folded 
bundle of sail cloth. Except, of course, with-
out the lazy jacks it is hard to keep a neat 
bundle of sail cloth perched on the boom 
while you put on the sail cover, especially 
if you’re by yourself. No wonder one of the 
nautical terms for crewmen is “hands.”
	 The lazy jacks require that the sides of 
the sail cover be slit to allow it to drop down 
past the lazy jacks. And that slice has to stop 
at just the right place, far enough “up” to let 
the cover lie on the bundle of sail cloth, but 
not so far “up” that it lets in the rain that the 
sail cover is meant to keep away from the 
folds of sail cloth, where it would sit for days 
and encourage mildew.
	 Another complication is the fact that this 
sail is battened along the leach. As a result 
that “neatly folded bundle of sail cloth” I had 
envisioned, lying all tidy and compact under 
my new sail cover, is not so easy to achieve. 
Turns out that the battens always end up at an 
oblique angle to that neat fold you’re trying to 
produce. So you wind up with great lumps of 
sail strapped down here and not so much just 
over there, wondering all the while how the 
stitching on the batten pockets is holding up.
	 Why is it that everything to do with 
boats is a compromise? The upshot of all 
this is that my usual cut and try methodology 
didn’t work out as well as anticipated, so I 
will be having another go at this soon. How-
ever, the season is young, V.1.0 will suffice 
for a few days [or weeks], even if I’m not so 
proud of the aesthetics of the end result.
	 And now we come to the centerpiece 
of the enterprise, the mounting bracket for 
the 40lb 2.5hp Evinrude. Have you priced 

a motor bracket for a small boat lately? For 
starters, they don’t exactly look like they’re 
made for small boats, and the $300+ sticker 
price doesn’t strike me as small either. No 
wonder we start to sound like our fathers did 
when they were our age. But I digress…
	 The smallest bracket I could find was 
rated for “…up to a 15hp motor weighing up 
to 115lbs!” If I owned a boat that required 
that much urging to shove it through the 
water, I might be able to live with the $300 
and 15% sales tax but, boy, oh boy, “free” 
shipping. However, another strike against an 
over the counter motor mount is the fact that 
mine is intended for extremely intermittent 
use. When I say “intermittent,” I mean just 
getting out, and back in, through the narrow 
entrance to the marina, five minutes total run-
ning time tops. All this is because the venturi 
effect between the wharf on one side and the 
breakwater on the other can make getting in 
or out of the narrow gap between them chal-
lenging at best, and arduous at worst, when 
I’m bucking the wind under oars or sail.
	 The First Mate, always the preferred 
crew, was finding the challenging part some-
what boring and the tricky part a bit frighten-
ing. She did not find my repeated assurances 
that almost bashing into that big expensive 
boat was not at all the same thing as actually 
bashing into it especially reassuring or com-
forting. And even I have to agree that, if you 
haven’t made it out of the marina entrance 
after nine tacks, something besides your sea-
manship needs improving. Finally, there’s no 
denying that a motor would be nice to have 
along on that bad day when we find ourselves 
four miles away from the marina and the 
wind dies away to flat calm. That hasn’t hap-
pened yet, but it could, any time.
	 So we have a motor. All we have to do 
now is get it connected to the boat. Quite by 
coincidence, the cost of the used Evinrude two 
stroke motor, a brand new gas tank and brand 
new fuel line was $300, plus 15% sales tax, 
from the local Honda dealer who had taken it 
in trade on one of his posh four strokers. Am 
I alone in my feeling that there’s something 
“wrong” with spending as much on a bracket 
as I spent on the motor itself? Oh good. I was 
afraid I was just being a bit of a crank. 
	 Also, I’m not sure I could live with the 
looks of the over the counter bracket. These 
things are uglier than that big wart on Uncle 
Tim’s nose. No offense intended to all the 
Uncle Tims out there, warted or otherwise. 
The thought of this excrescence permanently 
hanging off the back of what I have, more 
than once, described as “kind of a pretty 
boat” was, and remains, anathema. This is 
especially so because I had no intention of 
leaving the motor (not exactly a visual ame-
nity itself) in place while actually sailing. 
	 My picture of how the motor would 
be used was as follows; plug in the motor 
bracket, hang the motor, chug chug out the 
mouth of the marina, circle into the lee of the 
big wharf, chuck the motor under the bench 
seat, unplug the motor bracket, drop on the 
rudder and get on with the real sailing. I could 
see this happening as smoothly and smartly, 
in my mind’s eye, as you could ever hope for. 
Cautionary note, the mind’s eye is not always 
a trustworthy device, as will become evident 
further on. But I digress…
	 As you can see (I hope) in the pho-
tos, the bracket I designed is a clever piece 
of work. It “keys” into one of the sturdiest 
parts of the boat and it can be installed and 
removed in less time than it will take you to 
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read this paragraph. It tucks out of the way, 
in the hold, when not needed. And best of 
all, it probably cost about $8 plus my labor. 
The basic material is pressure treated 2”x4” 
stock; one long cross piece, two short arms 
that extend out through the tiller port (under 
the traveler rail) and a short bridging block to 
which the motor mounts. 

to its two supporting arms. This would have 
required two 7”x3/8” carriage bolts and the 
matching nuts and washers. It being 8:30pm 
on a Friday night (with deployment planned 
for the following morning) and nary a hard-
ware store open (no 24/7 Home Depots here in 
chronically rural Nova Scotia), I decided that 
six #8x4” long screws, well driven, would be 
strong enough.
	 This would be a pardonable mistake for 
someone who was completely clueless about 
fasteners. It was unpardonable for someone 
who knew that “screws are strong in tension, 
but weak in shear” and who knew that all the 
force exerted by the weight of the motor, and 
the twisting moment created by those 2.5 
horses turning the prop, would have to be 
borne by those screws, in shear.
	 This set the stage for one of those comic, 
comic, that is, if it’s happening to someone 
else, near catastrophes that anyone who has 
been around boats for a while will have been 
either a witness to or participant in, maybe 
more than once. You know the kind, one thing 
goes wrong, then the next, then one more…
	 Launch day was Saturday, June 22, the 
Summer Solstice. Seems like an auspicious 
day, what? Uhm, no. I’ve never believed 
in that stuff either and less so now. As it 
turned out, I had to bring the boat to the 
marina by myself. Not much of a prob-
lem except that, in order to keep the mast 
upright, there is a requirement to attach the 
forestay (insert pin and secure with circlip) 
to the eye on the foredeck. 
	 That requires a second person or arms 
that would impress a brachiating ape. That 

	 The long cross piece bears against the 
section of built up deck at the stern of the 
boat to which the traveler is mounted. This 
is, in effect, a stout U section beam meant to 
resist the upward pull of the main sheet. The 
short arms of the motor bracket bear against 
the bottom of the aluminum traveler, poke 
out the back of the boat and locate the motor 
at the correct height to submerge the propel-
ler and far enough back to allow one to work 
the controls and let the drive unit tilt up when 
it needs to.
	 As with the canoe rowing project, there 
are a few little fiddly bits to this thing that 
are not so obvious in the photos and aren’t 
interesting enough to elaborate on. I don’t 
think I will be deluged with requests for 
plans since this will only work with a C&L 
16. And you’d have to be pathologically 
thrifty, and more than a little stubborn, to 
want build one of your own. Still and all, 
when I took those photos (safe and secure 
in my backyard), I was quite pleased with 
myself. Really thought I had this nailed. I 
mean, look at the photos, doesn’t it appear 
to be a proper finished job?
	 Sure it does, except for one thing. As I 
was doing the final assembly, after the usual 
cut and try design phase, it occurred to me that 
it might be smart to through bolt the bridg-
ing block, on which the motor would hang, 

second person would have to be recruited 
from the hoped for ranks of innocent pass-
ers by. As it happened, a total stranger, 
willing to help, came along a bit sooner 
than I was expecting. The qui pro quo, for 
me, was not detaining my Good Samaritan 
any longer than absolutely necessary. So 
the launching process proceeded at a some-
what accelerated pace.
	 Raise the mast, attach forestay, slide the 
boat off the trailer, tie off to one of a conve-
nient row of pilings and wade ashore in knee 
deep water (cold water), park the truck and 
trailer away from the launching ramp, stash 
the wallet and the truck’s ignition key and 
wade back out to the boat, now in waist deep 
water (the tide comes in qutickly here). Plug 
in the motor bracket. Hang the motor. Connect 
the fuel line. Hey, this is going pretty well! 
Just as I’d envisioned it, in my mind’s eye. 
	 There was a bit of a breeze coming on 
and I was thinking, “This is why it’s good 
to have a motor, save that hard pull to wind-
ward to reach the float.” So I slid the throttle 
control to the mark the Evinrude manual said 
it should be at when starting the motor. Yes, 
I’m one of those strange guys who reads the 
manual, asks for directions and indulges in 
other atypically male behaviors. As further 
instructed by the manual, I used the “Prime 
Knob” to fire a snort of fuel into the carbu-
retor, thereby alerting the 2.5 horses that it 
would soon be time to do some work. Then I 
gave a mighty heave on the starter cord.
	 Did I mention that it’s a direct  
drive motor?
	 To be continued…
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This is your first glimpse of the next boat the 
Paines are starting. It’s going to be a Caledo-
nia Yawl and I’m sure it’ll be a superior boat 
like all the rest of the boats they’ve made. 
Rex and Kathy are the world’s best builders, 
but they really suck at selling them and usu-
ally end up giving them away. Remember the 
No Man’s Land Boat or some of the melon-
seeds? Sold for less than the cost of materi-
als. If you’ve always wanted one of these, 
make sure you jump in when I tell you it’s 
for sale.

Two Melonseeds, Wally’s here with his son 
playing in the river and the first sail of Richard 
Honan’s new boat. The rig will be fine when 
he gets it adjusted. You can see why I think 
battens are useless on these square sails.

My Core Sound 17 is a fine boat even if 
it does have snotters, turns out that they 
work really well on this rig, the sprit booms 
make the whole thing easy to get up and 
down and adjust.

Jose did a great job on this boat about six 
years ago but the poor thing sat unused for a 
long time and small amounts of water found 
its way into things. You know how that 
works, give it a tiny little opening for enough 
time and water gets in and rot starts eating 
away on the wood. I kept finding spots while 
I was refinishing it and thought I had it all 
taken care of all of the little soft places. On 
this maiden trial sail I noticed a small amount 
of water oozing in around the drain plug, no 
big deal I thought ‘til I got back and poked 
it with my knife. Here’s what the tiny leak 
ended up looking like. I used a little bad 
language, not because of the big hole but 

because of where it is, right under that board/
seat thing so it’s hard to get to, it figures. The 
guys looked at it, laughed at me and walked 
away. Now I have to lift the whole thing off 
it’s trailer, sand all around and patch it. Good 
thing I do this a lot.

Sandy loaded up his little tug and headed off 
to the lakes of upper New York State. He’ll 
leave it there with his daughter to play with. 
It didn’t get used much here but will be pre-
fect there putting around the lake for after-
noon wine trips.

I want to see this one in the “New Launch” 
section of Duckworks. Steve’s paddleboard 
turned out to be really good. It’s 10’ long, 3’ 
wide and only weighs 20lbs. Instead of just 
taking a big piece of foam and carving it into 
shape, he made it from 1/2” foam on an inter-
nal framework of foam and then glassed the 
whole thing. When he got close to the beach I 
sat on it and Laylah told me I was way too fat.

I pulled Helen Marie out of the water to 
check things out and was surprised at how 
good everything looked except the this tiny 
little area of the water intake, you know, 
the little screen place where all the cooling 
water comes in. Well, it was all full of worm 
poop that stopped almost all of the water. 
Little white worms were inside of this space 
and had filled the whole thing up with thick 
brown stuff. It wasn’t up the tube into the 
engine, just packed in the space where the 
screens are. Ernie, my biologist neighbor, 
told me what kind of worms they were but 
I forgot.
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This is what our “Mega Yacht” looked 
like before Howard cut it all up for its 
rebuild. There are millions of these things 
out there and in my opinion they’re all 
useless in this configuration.

I’ve been known to bad mouth most of Bol-
ger’s designs as looking boxy, but I’ll make 
an exception for this schooner. It’s about 30’ 
long, has a flat bottom and looks great. How-
ard’s always wanted a schooner so I thought 
this may be the one for him, then I heard from 
some of you guys. Turns out that it’s really, 
really fast but also really tippy. Museum John 
says it’s a 30’ Laser and will dump your ass 
in a second if you don’t have a crew of four 
or five. On to Plan B.

Crazy Steve and Lenna are up at their place 
on Wolf Island on the St Lawrence River 
right now. He took his new sailboat with him 
and is having a ball with it, as seen here with 
two more boozers out in it with him. The 
drinking water for all these places comes 
right out of the river with no treatment. The 
Lee sail man is looking for a picture of one of 
his sails, here’s one, notice the lack of battens 
for a perfect shape.

Chuck the Duck of Duckworks magazine 
went up to Lake Powel on a kayak trip with 
some of his pals. Says the lake level is down 
100’ and good camping places were few and 
far between. Hot and dry describes this area. 
How can there be nothing growing along the 
shore? Surely some grass seed would blow 
in, something? These pitiful little scrub 
plants don’t really qualify. He said that he 
was clipping right along with this umbrella 
sail. Helen and I were there a few years ago 
and almost drowned in the lake. We hadn’t 
swam in fresh water in decades and didn’t 
float at all.

Here they are in a big bunch, fine looking 
group. Chuck is the funny looking one. He 
always seems to be in really hot places, he 
needs to go up to Massachusetts next winter 
and go ice rowing with Richard Honan. Then 
he could say he knows crazy people who are 
hot and cold.

Stan continues to make progress on the junk, 
the rudders are perfect, this thing gets bigger 
and bigger, all 16’ of it.

What do you do when you’re a successful 
business man, have beautiful women falling 
all over you and know pretty much every-
thing there is to know (kind of like me and 
Whalen)? What you shouldn’t do is build a 
boat! All of a sudden you know nothing and 
start to question your whole life. How can 
this be so hard when it looks so easy? Fland 
Sharp did just that and is doing a fine job of 
it but it’s taking way longer than he thought, 
good thing he’s not paying by the hour. This 
boat is a Point Comfort 18 skiff and it looks 
like a nice boat.

Once in a while Bob hits a home run with 
the cover of MAIB. This is one of the best 
pictures of a boat under sail I’ve ever seen. 
Note the perfect shape of the sail, the nice 
bow wave flowing down the hull and the 
cool, calm relaxed look of the guy sailing 
this little beauty. Lenna Andrews took this 
shot at Cedar Key last May of me zipping 
along in a good blow. And no, I don’t need 
no stinking reef.
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Ron and Dale of the West Coast Trailer Sail-
ors rented a little trawler on the Erie Canal 
and spent a week singing the canal song. 
They met up with a couple of other of their 
guys. Ron says that sailboats are great but 
this trawler really has its appeal, air condi-
tioning and all.

It’s a Nomad and it’s all glass and very little 
wood, my kind of boat.

They even went to the Buffalo Maritime Cen-
ter and talked to our old buddy Roger Allen. 
You know, this is the way to do a trip like 
this. Ron says it was a lot of fun.

Me fixing the big hole in the bottom of the 
new boat. Why would anyone own a boat?

Two little boats: Greg G from Buffalo has 
this Bolger “Teal” that looks to me like 
something that will get you all cramped up 
with a wet butt and need to be lifted out. It 
seems that a lot of Bolger’s boats have this 
external chine strip. Irwin Schuster (Pop I  to 
some of us ) has made either a really tiny sail-
boat or a really big clothespin. I’m inclined to 
go with the big clothespin because the boat 
would be impossibly small to make. I want to 
see the boat in his hand.

Stan’s Junk is becoming the hit of the shop. 
Visitors can’t believe what they’re looking 
at. This boat started out as joke to some of us 
but it’s really coming together and the thing 
is huge, all 16’ of it. There are no straight 
lines anywhere and look at the headroom he’s 
made for himself, he can stand up and put his 
pants on in this one. If you’re confused, that’s 
the front porch he’s standing in with the big 
window toward the bow. You can tell the 
front from the back cause there’s a motor and 
rudders on the back. Like most of the boats 
here, he just makes it up as he goes along. 
That’s why it’s so much fun going out to the 
shop to see the strange stuff. Miss a week and 
there’s no telling what we’ll see.
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Speaking of making it up as you go along, 
Howard has his own idea of what a proper 
boat should look like and this ain’t it. There 
are a million of this same style boat out 
there, stored away in high and dry storage 
places, taken out three times a year or just 
stuck out in a field like this one. It came to 
us as a really, really ugly 23’ Sea Ray and 
it’s starting to look like something that will 
actually be useful. Steve keeps finding these 
same boats in this same condition on craig-
slist all the time for the price of “come and 
take it away for free.” We actually pulled this 
thing about five miles home on that trailer 
with those tires. Steve was following me and 
couldn’t believe we made it. He called me a 
couple of times telling me to stop because 
one of the tires had fallen off or a spring had 
broken and the boat was sitting on the axle. 
No traffic and going real slow made it home. 
Would any of you have pulled this one out of 
the mud and dragged it home? I think Steve 
and I did it as a joke on Howard.

Hard to recognize isn’t it? 

Don’t ask me how he does it, you just look 
up and something new’s been added or 
he’ll have the hydraulics for the trim tabs 
or steering pulled out of the boat and taken 
apart getting rebuilt.

The stool is there to find the height for the 
seats, he showed me some store bought cap-
tain’s chairs for $1,700 each that look nice 
but since that exceeds the budget for the 
whole damn boat I told him to pass. Wood is 
way cheaper.

It’s starting to look like a boat instead of 
a hull full of junk. The engine box really 
cleaned things up.

Continuing with the strange boat theme, lets 
go on to Wally. This hull started life as a 19’ 
Lightning sailboat and will end up as a hard 
topped motor launch. Washington Dan is 
really loving all these repurposed boats. 

It’s going to be pretty cool when he’s finished 
with lots of fancy dodads and such and some 
kind of outboard on the back. No telling how 
he’ll handle that installation, you know it 
won’t be just hung on the transom. Why let 
a perfectly good hull go when you can turn it 
into a really strange ass something else?
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Kevin Lott, the Southern Boy from up some-
where north of Atlanta, is back working on 
his Cortez Melonseed. You can tell that he’s 
enjoying the process by the fine craftsman-
ship seen here. Nothing just thrown together 
on this one. We always say “it’s just a boat, 
we ain’t building a violin,” but some of these 
boats could be. The black stuff must be some 
kind of filler.

Since some of you guys are boat builders this 
applies to you, all of you. This kind of stu-
pidity would normally get you called a dumb 
ass, but in our shop it’s just business as usual.

Next time you’re in Charleston be sure to find 
Capt Dave and go on his harbor tour (Agile 
Harbor Tours) in his Navy Liberty boat. 
Dave’s just funny looking enough to make 
sure you have a great time. I knew Dave back 
when he had a stress filled life before he real-
ized that we only have so much time and it’s 
too short to sweat the load a whole lot. He 
looks pretty stress free here.

I accuse Sandy of building his pretty little boats and never using them. I guess he showed me, 
here’s a bunch of his boats up on a lake in the Adirondacks in New York State. All these folks 
are part of his extended family and Sandy made all of these boats. OK, so you really do use 
them. You can forget it, I doubt if he’ll make you one.

	 Hugh Guthrie, 87 of Wanaque, NJ, 
recently successfully completed  building his 
second boat from scratch. This time the boat 
building project was with the help of his 
17-year-old grandson, Carter Guthrie.  Hugh 
obtained the Phil Bolger plans from an ad in 
Messing About In Boats and constructed a sea-
worthy 13’ two-man pirogue. The two men 
started construction last summer and recently 
took their maiden voyage on the lake border-
ing Carter’s home in West Milford, NJ. The 
Guthrie family and friends are  extremely 
proud of this team.
	 Carter is a high school senior who uses 
the boat daily. Hugh has enjoyed decades 
of sailing and rowing pleasure mostly on 
the waterways of New York and New Jer-
sey. Although their new pirogue is certainly 
a truly prized possession, the real product of 
this endeavor is the close friendship shared 
by two sailors from different generations. 
Congratulations Hugh and Carter and thank 
you Messing About In Boats for promoting 
boat building and boating enjoyment.

A Close Friendship
By Susan Guthrie

Hugh in shop with pirogue underway. Hugh and Carter at the launch.
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	 Bad news, good news, I like to say. The 
bad news is that things never turn out as well 
as I expect. The good news is that I always 
remember them better than they were. That 
might sound cynical, even pessimistic. But 
think about it.  This is merely a realistic 
description of an optimist. If things actually 
turned out as well as expected, then clearly 
there was room for more optimism before-
hand.  And if I don’t remember things bet-
ter than they were, well, I’m not much of an 
optimist. In fact, if my psyche can’t manage 
that sleight of mind I’m a set up for depres-
sion or at least immobility.
	 It’s those high expectations which get us 
off the line and our strategic amnesia guaran-
tees repetition. I distinctly recall one particu-
lar exhausted moment when I slid the loading 
ramp up under the truck bed, pulled the cargo 
door down and turned to my wife. “That’s the 
last U-Haul move I’m going to make.”
	 “That’s what you said last time,” my 
wife dutifully reminded me. This was the 
fourth move in five years and I went on to 
make two more. The last added a U-Haul 
trailer to the truck. However, the fourth move 
stands out because of my wife’s comment. It 
just plain went against the grain of that stra-
tegic amnesia which is so necessary.
	 These principles, the bad news and the 
good news, explain why the most satisfying 
ventures are not infrequently the least plea-
surable.  It’s been true for me. I can think 
of two. Both were in late fall when wilder-
ness areas are more like wilderness. For 
three weeks I saw no one.  On both I was 
underequipped, at least with respect to com-
fort. The backpacking trip became memora-
ble for the plastic tube tent and 18º mornings 
when thin silk gloves kept my fingers from 
freezing to the brass stove. Of course, I had 

 Bad News,  
Good News

the insulation of youth. The boating trip came 
later and was even more memorable.
	 The Colorado River and Green River 
converge about 60 miles downstream from 
Moab and Green River, Utah, respectively. 
During the summer they’re nice floats for 
canoes, rafts or touring kayaks and are 
extremely popular. Except for a few rafters 
everyone stops at The Confluence just above 
Cataract Canyon, which is nonstop Class V 
water before it dumps into Lake Powell. Con-
veniently paddlers and their boats can catch a 
jet boat shuttle from The Confluence back up 
the Colorado to Moab.
	 Eschewing crowds one year I headed 
downstream after the shuttle ended October 
31. The crowds were gone and the experi-
ence was very different. It was not just the 
solitude which made for a different trip. After 
the usual one week paddle downstream I 
spent the next two weeks paddling back 

upstream. Where summer boaters had water 
fights with super soakers or tumbled out of 
rafts for a lark and swim, I had 40º air tem-
perature and 40º water temperature.
	 That was significant because of long 
stretches with sheer canyon walls. Any canoe-
ing mishap would not be the joking matter of 
summer. No room for error created an edge, 
marginal gear and food supplies added to the 
edge. Plus, excluding the paddle downstream, 
everything posed a chore. For drinking water 
a bucket stood overnight while iodine did its 
job, come morning I’d carefully siphon the 
water off the sediment. After a day of paddling 
and sloshing upstream my cold toes craved 
the chimney stove I’d fashioned from a gal-
lon can. Twigs crackled, metal sides glowed, 
toes were happy. On desert rivers “pack every-
thing out” means everything and the most fun-
damental mortal experience becomes compli-
cated.  I’ll spare you the details.
	 The funny thing is that when I regained 
Shangri La, my car that led to supermarket or 
restaurant and any food I wanted, the motel 
with wall thermostat and every convenience of 
indoor plumbing, it all seemed too easy, almost 
meaningless.  Bucket, iodine and siphoning 
had added not just potability but meaning to 
my water.  On a follow up trip with jet boat 
return, I realized another advantage to the ear-
lier trip’s challenge. The jet boat was just too 
abrasive after paddling between silent, red rock 
walls where the wing flap of a raven resonated. 
I don’t oppose powerboats on any puritani-
cal grounds, only aesthetic. That includes the 
speed and culture shock of too rapid a return 
to the “real world” (or “superficial world,” take 
your pick.) And so I’m sure I’ll return to des-
ert waters and next time in winter. I know my 
late fall trip wasn’t the pleasure I’d expected.  I 
remember it as even better.

If we could have built our
new website from curly maple,

we would have.

SHAWANDTENNEY.COM

Since 1858, Shaw & Tenney has quietly made a name 
for itself as the leading maker of wooden oars and 
paddles in the country. We’ve applied that same sense 
of simple, clean design and incorporated it into our new 
website. Here you’ll �ind a wide range of products 
destined to provide years of enjoyment on the water, 
and equal admiration for their hand-crafted beauty 
when off.

• PADDLES AND OARS
• MAST AND SPARS
• BOATHOOKS 
• FLAGPOLES

• GEAR AND APPAREL
• CUSTOM ENGRAVING
• AWARDS AND INCENTIVES
• S T WHITEHALL
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	 I met Tom in 1965. On our first date we 
put on our motorcycle helmets and canoed 
the flooding Wissahickon Creek in Philadel-
phia, a fast and wet ride through the rapids. 
Little did I know then that this was the first of 
a lifetime of maritime adventures with Tom. 
I couldn’t swim and had never been in a boat 
before except the Cape May Ferry, eventually 
there was a song about me, “Oh, the things 
we do for love...”
	 Tom was adventurous and a creative 
thinker. The canoe soon had an outrigger and 
a lateen sail. His ice skates were enhanced 
with a huge square sail made of a flowered 
sheet. When Tom held onto the frame, he 
couldn’t see in front of him. The other skat-
ers on the pond would scatter in fear.
	 Eventually he began designing more 
conventional craft for us and for customers. 
Tom was a famously bad salesman. Once he 
had a commission to build a cruising boat for 
an elderly client who, a few weeks after send-
ing the deposit, wrote Tom saying he had just 
learned that Tom was a smoker. “I don’t want 
you to build the boat,” he wrote. “You smoke 
and you might die before it’s finished.”
	 Tom sent the money back with a note, 
“I just learned that you’re pretty old. I don’t 
want to build a boat for you, because you 
might die before it’s finished.”
	 Another potential customer came to see 
a just completed Tuckahoe Catboat. It was 
green with white decks and a varnished cabin. 
The man asked what other colors it came in. 
Tom told the man that he could buy just about 
any color at Sears and paint it himself.
	 Tom built a pretty little 21’ motor cruiser, 
Elegant Slider, on spec. It had a small diesel 
engine and sat beguilingly in our front yard for 
several months with a “For Sale” sign on it. 
All the neighbors loved it but no one bought 
it so we decided to motor it down to Florida 
to reach a larger audience. We docked it in Ft 
Lauderdale after a beautiful cruise through the 
Everglades. It was dwarfed by the surrounding 
megayachts, and two weeks later, still no buy-
ers. We left Slider with a broker in Melbourne 
and flew home.

Thomas Firth Jones
An Unauthorized Biography

By Carol Jones

spot on. He loved the excitement of meet-
ing new people, eating new foods (no corned 
beef hash, please!) and speaking new lan-
guages. We learned Portuguese from records 
for our first trip to the Azores and returned 
there often, our favorite foreign port. He 
even loved the vagaries of the weather in mid 
Atlantic. My own, more skeptical, reaction to 
a beautiful morning was usually, “Sure, it’s 
nice NOW...” Tom saw bad weather as a chal-
lenge, though he never sought it out, and we 
planned our trips with pilot charts in hand.
	 Since our boats were so minimally 
equipped, there were no complicated systems 
to break down or need parts, and since he had 
built the boats himself and always had on 
board hand tools, fasteners and fittings, as well 
as some spare wood, we were confident that he 
could repair or replace things even at sea. Over 
the course of the years I watched Tom build 
a new rudder, repair a daggerboard and splice 
a boom in mid ocean. When our mast broke 
because of a failed masthead fitting while 
leaving the Canaries, Tom rigged the storm jib 
on the boom mounted vertically, and we made 
it back to Tenerife to build a new mast. Usu-
ally we didn’t have a motor on board.
	 Tom and I had favorites among his 
designs. We didn’t much like motors on sail-
boats but Puxe, our 22’x4’10” motor launch, 
was perfect for nature appreciation upriver 
or a brisk ride down to a local gin mill in 
Great Egg Bay. Puxe is pronounced “poosh” 
and means “pull” in Portuguese, which is 
momentarily confusing when confronting a 
door in the Azores.

cess but it did attract attention. My favorite 
multihull was our trimaran Verdelhao. Tom 
didn’t like heeling, and neither did I, but lots 
of people noticed how beautiful she was. 
Once we sailed into Santa Cruz de la Palma 
and a French sailor called over, “Elle est tres 
belle.”’ At first I thought he meant me, but I 
was flattered anyway when I figured it out.

Tom in Sweden in 2006.

Elegant Slider

	 One week later our neighbor Robert 
Hazard, of the rock group Robert Hazard 
and the Heroes, stopped over. “Where’s that 
little boat?” he asked. “I’ve got to have it.” 
So we had Slider trucked back up to Tucka-
hoe where Robert and his family enjoyed her 
until his untimely death a few years later.
	 Like Robert, many of Tom’s custom-
ers became our good friends. It’s still a plea-
sure to me to keep up with them and with the 
many kindred spirits we met on our travels. 
Sometimes when I’m traveling I see a Jones 
Boat in a harbor, and that’s always nice.
	 We sailed every summer from 1973 
until 2002 when Tom’s failing health limited 
him to day sailing and El Toro racing. We did 
six trans Atlantic crossings, in multihulls that 
Tom designed, and several trips to Bermuda 
as well as short jaunts to New England and 
Chesapeake Bay. He loved the way our celes-
tial navigation always found our landfalls 

Puxe

Dandy

Verdelhao

	 Among our daysailers, Tom favored 
the Tuckahoe Ten, but my choice was the 
Mini‑Garvey, also 10’ long. Tom liked sitting 
still and leaning for precision steering and 
managing gusts, and he liked how quietly it 
moved through the water. The garvey gave 
me more room to fidget and I love the thump-
ing and splashing of that garvey bow. All our 
races with each other ended in ties. Tom took 
more chances but I paid more attention going 
to windward.

Mini-Garvey

	 Among our multihulls, Tom’s favorite 
was our last catamaran Dandy, a handy sailer 
and a good platform for his experimental ten-
dencies. The biplane rig was not a raging suc-
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	 Most Messing About in Boats readers 
are probably already familiar with Tom’s 
nautical books; Low‑Resistance Boats, later 
republished as Boats To Go, New Plywood 
Boats and Multihull Voyaging. You might 
not know that, earlier in his career he wrote 
other published books, too, a biography of a 
cantankerous 18th century preacher, a guide 
to motorcycle enduros, a young adult novel 
about an outlaw biker searching for treasure 
in Mexico and a novella that cost him his job 
teaching seventh grade at a Quaker school 
because it was too racy. Nowadays the book 
would probably be on the seventh grade sum-
mer reading list.
	 Tom was a huge presence. Everything I 
know about boats I learned from him, as well 
as most of what I know about everything 
else. He was a curmudgeon but he had a gen-
erous heart and a real appreciation for all the 
world had to offer. I miss him, but in many 
ways he’s still here.
	 A couple of weeks after Tom died I 
was out on the river in Puxe, our 22’ motor 
launch. There was ethanol in the gas and I 
hadn’t heard of Sta‑bil yet, so the motor kept 
stalling whenever I throttled down. But I was 
upriver, the tide was ebbing, it was a beau-
tiful early evening and I did have a paddle 
aboard so I anchored midstream before pull-
ing the rope again or getting out the paddle.
	 I sat down to have a smoke when, sud-
denly, a voice from the sky called my name, 
“Carol, are you OK?” It sure sounded like 
Tom. I’m not a believer, but I stood up 
and started talking to the sky. “I’m OK,” I 
shouted. “There’s ethanol in the gas so the 
motor stalls, but I’m fine.”
	 A few moments passed before the voice 
said, “I’m coming down.” I wondered how 
he would get down. Wings? A golden ladder? 
I was hoping for a ladder so I could go up 
and take a look around, but soon I heard the 
sound of a motor approaching. It was a neigh-
bor across the river who had been shouting at 
me from his deck. I guess it’s just as well that 
Tom wasn’t there to watch me dock the boat.

Tuckahoe Ten







        
       



July 1, 2013

The Design Works
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Silver Spring MD 20901
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	 A valuable book for building any 
skin-on-frame canoe, kayak, or rowboat. 
Plus the chapter on using willow for ribs 
connects ancient techniques with modern 
materials and design.
	 “inspiring…very clear and con-
cise… elegant simplicity…
Iain Oughtred
	 “…a logical progression…a good 
bibliography… and a list of sources”. 
Nim Marsh, Editor, Points East
	 “…graceful and beautiful craft.” 
Matt Murphy, Editor, WoodenBoat 
Magazine
	 “Hilary Russell…has demon-
strated…how to build a vessel that com-
bines beauty and practicality to a degree 
rarely achieved.” George Dyson, Author 
of Baidarka

To order Visit
www.berkshireboatbuildingschool.org

plus plans, parts, classes and more
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BOAT DESIGNERS
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	 Now this should look and sound some-
what familiar, again?! Design #633 “Wind-
ermere” was first published in the pages of 
MAIB in Vol 19, No 16 (January 1, 2002) 
on p28. She measures 31’x8’3”x10-12” 
(7-8,000lbs displacement) x1x50+9.9 
kicker. Plans have been sold, we know 
of one modified hull built and launched 
recently, and we’re awaiting more news and 
pictures of course.
	 More recently, last August in Vol 30, No 
4 on pp36-39, one concept study extending 
her stern by some 7’ was discussed, based 
on the otherwise unaltered hull of #633. This 
was in response to a couple’s interest in an 
inshore/inland cruiser for two, plus overnight 
guests, for many months of itinerant lifestyle 
on the rivers, canals and stretches of the Intra-
Coastal Waterway. Adding to #633’s stern 
allowed a double berth with decent hanging 
and shelving spaces aft, left and right of her 
companionway up to her afterdeck which 
was significantly added to as well.
	 Then, last year, in the July 2013 issue 
(Vol 31, No 3, pp42-43) a concept study for 
a wider stern flavor was discussed.  And that 
piece started with, “Now this should look and 
sound somewhat familiar…”
	 At any rate, if we’d consider that hull 
as Model 1, “Glasshouse Cruiser.” then we’d 
arrive at ‘Windermere-39 Model 2, “Raised 
Deck Cruiser.”  I’m not sure whether this 
second study on that hull will indicate yet 
another extended series on that hull. Of 
course, once you start thinking a bit more 
about her, then all sorts of visions may arise.
	 On this study, I should emphasize that 
I obviously kept it to a minimum in terms of 
relative prettiness and, of course, details, thus 
not suggesting the inherent absence of vari-
ous details including masts and the dinghy 
across her stern. And there would be a range 
of visual options to further work on her aes-
thetics this way or that. For instance, a full 
width raised deck forward could be presented 
with a distinct break ahead of the wheelhouse 
to actually make it a raised deck type vs the 
current continuous flow in plan view inside 

Phil Bolger & Friends 
on Design

Another Preliminary Study 
for “Windermere-39”

38’10”x8’6”x1’8”x 2x25-60hp 
Part 2 of ?

Raised Deck’ Cruiser

the sheer clamp. Or a larger port hole, or 
none, for the head, vertical staving visuals on 
the wheelhouse instead of the plain smooth 
surfaces shown with well coordinated paint-
schemes, you can fine tune until you buy the 
paint.  The just concluded series of variations 
on the Champlain-28 hull suggests the sound 
utility of exploring ergonomic and aesthetic 
opportunities.
	 With the July 2013 issue in hand for 
comparison, the changes to the “Glasshouse 
Cruiser” are substantial. For instance, ergo-
nomically this version would offer more 
daily bending of knees and backs, redis-
covery of the nearly forgotten muscle group 
somewhere via the lower headroom forward. 
On the other hand, one could also see this 
from the perspective that the inherently sed-
entary life aboard a powerboat would bene-
fit from at least mild gymnastics in the form 
of bending the body some here and there, as 
long as hand holds support the movements.
	 There is no question that the “Glasshouse 
Cruiser” offer superb convenience to just step 
into the bow cockpit to tend to ground tackle 
and lines.  Here you’d dive left, then forward, 
then back on centerline to stand hunched some 
to open hatch and companionway to at last go 
up a few steps to arrive in this bow cockpit. 
But what is a little bit of gymnastics when you 
have a very different raised deck profile, much 
less windage forward, the helm almost amid-
ships, the option to keep the forward cabin pri-

vate indeed when day guests come aboard?  
Different strokes for different boaters, as they 
say.
	 In direct comparison with the Model 1 
study, you’d notice a few inches of deeper 
belly on this hull, a protection against weight 
gain that most cruisers are at risk of suffer-
ing from. But beyond that it is pretty much 
the same structure and shape as in Model 1. 
Not shown here as a matter of space on this 
preliminary study is the option to go with a 
deeper long keel for somewhat more drag, 
probably a bit larger turning radius but also 
greater steadiness in narrow waters and a 
crosswind and, of course, the option to per-
haps even bolt on some additional ballast 
way down low for a more stately motion yet. 
And if there were any inboard diesel and sail-
drive propulsion called for, then this would 
likely be one the prerequisites for that.
	 Of course, being close to the tidal salt 
marshes here in Gloucester, and appreciating 
least draft for most options to cruise and stay 
overnight nicely protected from wind, waves, 
harbormasters and marina fee schedules with 
portable credit card machines, then at most a 
modest shoe and skeg may suffice, with per-
haps an off centerboard somewhere to reduce 
her leeway some in a crosswind, all shallow 
and stout to routinely sit on the mud or sand, 
pretty well upright, day or night, sometimes 
even beaching her.
	 Beyond these limited remarks, this 
study should be self explanatory. And once 
we are beginning to fool around with her in 
our minds, then that sort of bobtail canal duty 
correct that it is (!), could be extended some 
for more visual balance, as already demon-
strated in the August 2012 issue (Vol 30, No 
4, pp.36-39).  We might go further than that, 
and will.
	 Well, no point in spoiling the plot! Off 
to another self indulgent succession of fits of 
exploring opportunities on this hull. A well 
familiar form of “Caution: Heavy Cliché!” 
messing about in  boats. And one of the least 
expensive ways of doing so, with just paper, 
ink, a few ideas.
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	 In the July MAIB issue one of your con-
tributors launched his modified boat and was 
disappointed to find that it was lower in the 
water than he had hoped. This prompted me 
to write a couple of articles about displace-
ment and weight, an explanation of how to 
establish the point at which your boat will 
float and at what angle.
	 First let us consider displacement. A 
boat will float if it receives an upthrust from 
the water on which it is sitting that is equal 
to its weight. Clearly it will find an equilib-
rium point and this is where the weight of the 
water it “displaces” equals the weight of the 
boat. In other words, the boat makes a hole in 
the water which would contain enough water 
to weigh the same as the boat if the boat 
wasn’t sitting there. OK?
	 As the ratio of weight to volume (den-
sity) is very constant we can establish the 
upthrust by calculating the volume of the 
immersed portion of the boat. For example, 
imagine a boat that has an immersed portion 
equal to 6”x24”x72” (an ugly boat, but let’s 
keep it simple). The volume is 6”x24”x72” = 
10,368ci or divided by 12 three times = 6cf. 
Now 1cf of fresh water weighs about 62.4lbs 
(sea water 64lbs) so this ugly boat weighs 
6x62.4 = 375lbs. That was easy! Now how 
about a boat that is not a perfect box shape, 
then the fun starts.
	 Figure 1 is the profile of a 30’ runabout 
I designed. You will see the waterline and the 
first six stations which are at 2’ intervals so they 
are marked Station 2, Station 4, etc. So if we 

Float or Sink?
By Malcolm Fifer

can calculate the volume of the immersed por-
tion then we can calculate the displacement,
	 First let me say that if you have a hull 
but no profile drawing then with a few 
straight sticks, some masking tape, a steel 
ruler and a level you can create one. Now 
let us calculate the immersed volume of the 
boat at Station 12.
	 Figure 2 shows two rectangles drawn on 
the immersed portion. Rectangle A measures 
at 185.06 sq inches and B at 279.58 sq inches. 
This is a total of 464.64 sq inches = 3.227 sq 
feet. But this station represents a 2’ section 
of the hull so multiply 3.227 x 2 = 6.454 cu 
ft. That much water weighs 402.7lbs so that 
is the displacement of that section of the hull. 
But we have only considered one side of the 
hull so we must double this for the final tally = 
805.4 lbs. If you repeat the exercise for all the 
other sections and add them up the total is the 
displacement of the boat. Easy, right?
	 If you are worried that the boat is curved 
it averages out. Look at Station 4 in Figure 
l, you will see that 12” ahead the hull tapers 
away but 12” behind it widens so the two 
cancel out. Another couple of minor points. 
Station 2 is above the water line so there is no 
immersed volume to calculate. The last sta-
tion at the stern has 12” in front of it but noth-
ing behind, so do not multiply by 2.

	 Now you are probably saying, wait a 
minute, how do you know where to draw the 
waterline? The answer is you don’t, so you 
make a wild guess, calculate the displace-
ment using THAT water line and compare 
it with the weight of the boat, which is cal-
culated by adding up all the parts. This can 
be tedious but if you establish the size of all 
the pieces of timber and plywood in the boat, 
add in the motor, fuel tanks, people, water, 
etc you can come up with a pretty accurate 
figure. It pays to add 10% because boats 
always end up heavier than we think they are 
going to be and if it floats a little high on its 
lines that’s better than it wallowing below the 
point you chose.
	 So you calculate the weight, you cal-
culate the displacement and then you find 
there is a huge difference. Some simple 
arithmetic plus some inspiration will tell 
you how far to move the water line (up or 
down). You will then recalculate the dis-
placement and with luck the weight of the 
boat and the calculated displacement will 
be within the 10% margin. If you have fol-
lowed me so far, well done.
	 Now we’ve done the easy part we go 
on to my second article next month, which is 
calculating the center of gravity and the cen-
ter of buoyancy because if they don’t coin-
cide the boat will tip backwards or forwards 
until they do! Table 1 shows the detailed cal-
culations for the whole boat. You will see a 
displacement of 8,779lbs which compares 
well with a calculated weight of 8,716 lbs. 

Figure 1

Figure 2

Table 1
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From 
the 

Lee Rail
By C. Henry Depew

	 Do you have jumper cables in your 
boat’s emergency gear collection? They can 
be quite helpful if your boat’s battery goes 
dead or you are trying to help someone else 
get their boat’s engine started. After an over-
night sailboat race, one of the competitors 
could not get his boat’s engine started to head 
through the channel for dockage. A second 
boat, powered by a manual pull outboard 
motor sailed alongside and the crew passed a 
12v battery across that was used for the run-
ning lights and CB radio (an interesting feat 
to watch) to the disabled boat. The engine 
was started and the battery returned when 
everyone had made it back in.
	 Rather than trying to remove the cables 
from the battery in the disabled boat, jumper 
cables were connected (very carefully to avoid 
sparks) to start the engine. I have also seen 
a boat’s motor started from a boat alongside 
(calm water) using long, heavy duty jumper 
cables. I am not writing about the cables that 
I found at a discount store that are about 6’ 
long. I mean the heavy ones used with diesel 
engines that are about 12’ long. One must be 
careful when going this route with either short 
or long jumper cables, but it is a possible solu-
tion if the equipment is available.
	 It seems that “what goes around, comes 
around” is some times a reality. In the June/
July 2014 issue of Professional Mariner an 
article on maritime cyber security noted that 
legislation was passed to “preserve infra-
structure for a Positioning, Navigation and 
Timing (PNT) system which could supple-
ment GPS through powerful land based sig-
nals.” Sounds like LORAN C or the newer 
eLORAN system to me. Remember just 
a while ago when the entire LORAN sys-
tem was judged to be obsolete and was shut 
down? I wonder if my old LORAN C (in 
storage) still works?
	 Our local yacht club is without a race 
committee at the moment. The lack of such 
can lead to problems. The PHRF fleet races 
under the current Racing Rules of Sailing and 
the rules are written with the assumption that 
there is a race committee present on a boat 
on the water. When a race committee is not 
available, the PHRF racers use the “Rabbit 
Start” option and use their GPS units as the 
timing device.
	 All is well until a problem occurs such 
as a race where the onshore wind was quite 
strong and there were small breaking waves 
at the entrance to the channel. Two boats went 
out through the chop and the rest were beset 
by problems trying to get through. Accord-
ing to the Racing Rules (27.3), only the race 
committee can call off a race. There was no 
race committee and the “Sailing Instruc-
tions” did not address the question of who is 
in charge and what to do if no Race Commit-
tee is present.
	 The decision was made by the Vice 
Commodore (who was on one of the race 
boats and is responsible for the racing fleets) 
to call the race. This was done by use of the 
VHF radio and hand signals to those trying 
to get out the channel. The two boats at the 
starting line did not “get the word” and sailed 
the course. If there had been a race commit-
tee on a boat on the water at (or near) the 
starting mark, all would have been well in 
calling the race.
	 At present, the club’s sailing instructions 
are being revised to address this problem if it 
happens in the future. If asked to provide a 
boat for a race committee, do so as you can 
have an enjoyable time at anchor watching 

others work very hard to get someplace rather 
slowly (unless they are racing multi hulls) and 
you will also provide those involved with peo-
ple on board who can make decision as to the 
race as per the rules and instructions.
	 Almost every time I have ignored the 
“rule” of “don’t leave the dock until every-
thing is working properly,” I have needed 
assistance to return to the dock (like a tow by 
another boat). The other day a neighbor used 
a battery charger to “boost” the battery for his 
outboard motor (that has been sitting unused 
for some time) before going on a short trip 
with some friends. A few hours later I saw 
them come back aboard a SeaTow vessel.
	 The event reminded me of the time 
friends were going to take their boat to 
another marina to get the engine worked 
on. The engine died twice at the float. They 
got it running again and did not give it 
time to warm up or try out the gears while 
tied to the float. The transmission was put 
into reverse, the boat backed out into the 
basin and the engine died when they put 
the transmission into forward. No restart. 
They were beyond line throwing range so 
another boat had to go out and tow them 
back to their slip. Once the engine is run-
ning, go through the gear selections while 
still secured to the float and make sure all 
will work properly. Those few steps may 
save some embarrassment or discomfort.
	 Do you have some “twist ties” on your 
boat? I do not mean the type that has a metal 
core (that will rust). I mean the type that 
comes in a roll and you cut off what you need 
for the moment. They are a very handy item 
to have in your toolbox to use instead of a 
piece of string or other small line. I have used 
them to bundle wiring together on a tempo-
rary basis until I could decide just where the 
more secure tie should be placed. I will admit 
that some of them are still there holding the 
bundle together. They also are useful when 
you need to fly a flag on a temporary basis. 

Run a length through the grommets of the 
flag hoist (both ends) and then twist around 
the rope hoist. If you are using three strand 
line for the hoist, you can create a “gap” in 
the line to insert the tie for a better grip.
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Builders & Restorers
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Custom Wooden Boat
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E-mail woodboats@msn.com

Blog
http:://blackguillemot.wordpress.com/
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Plans & Kits

Jordan Wood Boats
P.O. Box 194, South Beach, OR 97366

 541–867–3141
www.jordanwoodboats.com

******************
Distinctive Boat Designs
Meticulously Developed and Drawn  

For the Amateur Builder

CRADle BOAt
BABy tenDeR

BeACh CRuiSeR 
FOOtlOOSe

Call for a FREE Catalog: 360-774-6397 | www.pygmyboats.com

VOTED BEST
WOODEN KAYAK

The Penobscot 13, 14 and 17, 
a 12 ft peapod, and other designs 

for sail, rowing and power.
Plans, DVDs, kits, epoxy, sails and 

more.

ARCH DAVIS DESIGN
37 Doak Road, Belfast, ME 04915

207-930-9873
www.archdavisdesigns.com
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Dynamite PaysonH.H. PAYSON AND COMPANY

Plans • Patterns • Articles • Books
Instant Boat Series • Downeast Dories • Model Building

Visit our website @ www.instantboats.com
Call, write or email for information or help with your project.

H.H. Payson & Company
PO Box 122

Spruce Head, ME 04859
Going forward in the spirit and tradition of Dynamite Payson.

Just Do It!

Dennis Hansen Boatbuilder	 207-594-7587

This Space Available 

for Advertising  

Plans & Kits

$36 per Issue

contact us at
maib.office@gmail.com

$20.00
$25.00
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Supplies

YOUR AD HERE
$9 / ISSUE

maib.office@gmail.com
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email: dabblersails@gmail.com
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BOATS FOR SALE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  
INFORMATION

	 Classified ads are FREE TO SUB-
SCRIBERS for personally owned boat 
related items. Each ad will automatically 
appear in two consecutive issues. Further 
publication of any ad may be had on request.
	 A one-time charge of $8 will be made 
for any photograph included with any ad. 
For return of photo following publication, 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
	 Non-subscribers and commercial busi-
nesses may purchase classified ads at 25¢ 
per word per issue. To assure accuracy, 
please type or print your ad copy clearly.
	 Mail to Boats, 29 Burley St, Wenham, 
MA 01984, or e-mail to maib.office@gmail.
com. No telephone ads please.

 

CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE

Trimaran Sailboat, looking to give some TLC 
to a special wooden boat? Jones Boats designed, 
Nightheron folding trimaran sailboat built in 2000, 
23’loa, 14’wide, folds to 8.5’ for trailering, 18” 
draft c/b up/6’ draft c/b down, weight 1,280lbs, 
750lbs payload, hull wood+fg bottom, Sails beau-
tifully in Long Island Sound w/its main & jib at 
218sf SA, also has a spinnaker sail. Great for 
weekend boating, sleeps 2 in 6’8” bunks, also has 
folding table in cabin. Can be trailered to any loca-
tion & setup for sailing in short time. Comes w/trlr, 
2hp o/b, sails in exc shape, anchor, boat hook, 4 life 
jackets & many other extras. BEST OFFER GETS 
“KNIGHTHERON 1”
BILL VOLMAR, Niantic, CT, (860) 460-7285, 
(860) 691-0834 (9)

‘60 Lyman 13’ OB Runabout, w/trlr, quite attrac-
tive. $1,500. All original except deck, which was 
unattractive;  now done in luaun strips, butcher-
block style. Deck protected w/heavy varnishing. 
Original steering wheel incl. Fancy 17’ OB Run-
about, w/trlr. $1,500. 100% treated wood hull w/
easily removed trunk cabin & sunroof. Bottom 
5/8” laminated, first lapstrake 3/8”, the rest 1/4”, 
again all treated plywood. The deck & cabin roof 
are covered w/indoor/outdoor rug for added pro-
tection and comfort. 18’ Double-ender, double 
planked 1/4” plywood. $1,500. All exterior sur-
faces fiberglassed. Bow-facing oars, trolling motor, 
battery, solar panel, cockpit 9’x 5’.  Rowing her is 
a very serene and back-saving experience. Beat-up, 
marginal home-built trailer available, but not rec-
ommended for long trip. Can accommodate small 
o/b motor. These boats are priced at “end of sea-
son” incredibly low prices to clear out some room 
so I may build at least 2 more boats. Remember, 
building wooden boats is not a hobby but a disease.
FINN WILSTER, (423) 538-5292. (9)

14’-2” FG Lapstrake Whitehall Rowing Skiff, 
52” beam, wt.165#. Dbl row stations. hull drain. 
Rows like a dream. Made by Freebooter Boats in 
Vancouver, B.C. in 2006. 3 mahogany seats. wood 
needs TLC (or not). Bow storage locker.   white ex-
terior, grey interior. One pr 7’ spruce oars w/bronze 
locks incl. Forced sale, health reasons. $2,800.
TED GRIFFITHS, Manasquan, NJ. (732) 223-
9275, ocbc712nd@hotmail.com (10)

16’ Prospector Canoe, by Cedarwood. Beauti-
ful wood & canvas canoe produced in ‘94 in New 
Brunswick, Canada on former Chestnut Co. molds. 
Vy gd to exc cond, w/new paint (green over red 
w/yellow painted boot stripe). Interior exc. Caned 
seats, comes w/rolling carrier & gorgeous cherry 
paddles. Absolutely no problems, ready to go. Re-
alistically priced for quick sale at $1,500.
JIM BROWN, Sweetwater TN, (423) 453-7129. 
whitedove0215@yahoo.com (10)

Reduced Price! ‘96 West Wight Potter 15 Sail-
boat, in vy gd cond. Pictures at http://western-
mass.craigslist.org/boa/4524643469.html.    Fa-
mous Stanley Smith design. Review: (http://www.
boatus.com/boatreviews/sail/WWightPotter.asp) 
Sleeps 2. Always stored under cover. No bottom 
paint. Giant inventory: Gas & electric power: 2009 
Honda 2.3hp 4-stroke long shaft o/b (profession-
ally maintained yearly, runs well) & Minn Kota 
electric motor wired for dual batteries Original 
Garges custom made galv trlr w/newer bearings & 
bearing buddies, spare tire, 8’ extendable tongue, 
tongue jack, tire bracket, LED lights. Sails: North 
full battened mainsail new in ‘13 & used 3 times, 
CDI roller furling jib, new roller furling genoa, 
original mainsail. Newer red Sunbrella rail covers 
w/padding, Danforth anchor w/100’ rode & anchor 
bracket for bow pulpit, newer s/s boarding ladder, 
s/s mast crutch, s/s genoa tracks, c/b controls led to 
cockpit, boom end mainsheet controls, boat hook, 
2 docklines, Standing & running rigging in gd 
cond. Spars etc. are light & quick to rig. Full cabin 
& cockpit cushions in gd cond. Fresh spar varnish 
on: retractable rudder, tiller, companionway hatch, 
oars, etc. Additional misc. items incl new Windex 
wind vane, 2 new extra portlights, winter com-
panionway hatch, headstay, shroud, inclinometer, 
battery charger, 2 fenders, fire extinguisher, air 
horn, 2 PFDs, brass oarlocks, extra propeller, hand 
pump, 2 throwable cushions, 2 marine gel batteries 
(cond unknown). Winter boat cover w/structure & 
new tarp, Compl paperwork & ready to sail away. 
$5400 or bro.
WILLIAM BRAYTON, Conway, MA, (413) 369-
4006  ewbb@comcast.net  (10)

Flying Scot & CLC Pram: ’59 FS190.  Stand-
ing & running rigging, sails, & paint all renewed 
in last 3years. Needs nothing. Incl galv Long trlr, 
3.5hp Mercury two stroke o/b, Minnkota w/battery 
& factory boat cover at $2,500.  CLC 12’ Passage-
maker Pram, w/sail kit, CLC spruce oars, & ca. 
’62 British Seagull 3hp o/b.  Carefully constructed 
& used 5 times; otherwise stored indoors. $2,700.
JOHN JOHNSON, VA 22442, (804) 214-0711, 
jajohncb@gmail.com, (10)

20’ Pocket Cruiser, made per plans by Jay Ben-
ford. Laid up fg hull, custom trlr made for the boat, 
new Beta Marine 14 motor w/control box, 2.6 
gearbox mounted in the boat. 2 18gal fuel tanks, 
New Michigan propellor 15r09 w/drive shaft, cut-
lass bearing.
RANDY CLARKE, (941) 235-8075. (10)

‘68 South Coast 23, Alberg design; recent sails, 
bottom paint; sink, stove, head; good shape, ready 
to go; needs a little TLC; comes w/2hp Yamaha in 
well, runs well; located off Rappahannock River in 
the Northern Neck of VA; free dockage for rest of 
the year.  $2,000.
BRUCE GIBBS, (804) 462-5684: ethel.gibbs@
gmail.co (10)
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Famous Quotation & Illustration
from The Wind in the Willows

Join us in expressing Ratty’s sentiment to the 
world. Tee Shirts, Long Sleeve Tees, Sweatshirts, 
and Tote Bags. Order on-line or by mail. Visit 
www.messingabout.com for more info or to print 
an order form. 
THE DESIGN WORKS, 9101 Eton Rd, Silver 
Spring, MD 20901 (301) 589-9391 (voice mail only)

GEAR FOR SALE

BOOKS AND PLANS FOR SALE

7’6” Shaw & Tenney Oars, one pr spruce standard 
5-1/2” flat blade w/factory sewn-on leathers. Brand 
new, never on a boat nor in the water nor even out-
side. Bought as spares but my next boat came w/2 
sets of oars. Shaw & Tenney’s price today without 
shipping $338. I’ll deliver these in Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut free for $300.
LARRY DE COSTE, Riverside RI, (401) 275-
3712, larrydecoste@hailmail.net (9)

Nautical Books & Old Magazines, collection 
seeking a good home. $100 token price for a big 
carload available for pickup near Philadelphia PA.
DON WILDER, Abington, PA, (215) 572-6951, 
wilderdon4@gmail.com (9)

19’ Menger Catboat, vy pretty; ideal for single-
handed cruising. Inboard power Diesel Yanmar 
1GM10. Cabin has sitting headroom for a 6’ 8” 
person, & bunks measure 10’ feet so there is ample 
room for 2 to sleep. The cockpit is large enough for 
6 people to sit comfortably, or 8 good friends. Hull 
& deck are hand-laid, Isophthalic gelcoat, w/5 lay-
ers of mat & woven roving in hull & deck, non-skid 
molded in. CB & rudder solid fg. Laminated ash & 
mahogany tiller. Built ‘95. Everything you would 
ever need or want. Trlr incl & hard dinghy available. 
JOSEPH RESS, Waban, MA, (617) 332-
1482, charles.river@rcn.com (9)

29’ Trintella 1, Indian Summer, classic 29’ fg 
sloop, teak decks, mahogany coach house, in-
board, Documentation #519909. 28’10” x 8’-3” x 
4’3”, 8,350# dry, 3,850# ballast full keel w/keel-
hung rudder. 6’2” standing headroom in main sa-
lon, 6 berths, head w/s/s holding tank. Designed by 
E.G. Van De Stadt, NA, Built by Yachtwerf Anne 
Wever NV in Orthen/’s Hertogenbosch, Holland in 
‘68, to Lloyd’s of London, 100A1 Specifications. 
A sweetwater boat, she lived in the pristine waters 
of Lake Huron & the Georgian Bay, ON, Canada. 
She’s been sitting idle underroof in my barn for the 
past 20 year, now in need of sprucing up, cosmetic 
makeover. She is priced accordingly at $20,000. 
She sits in the Eastern Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan. Please call me for a detailed info packet, on 
this “gold plater”.
JACK GARDNER, (941) 2668268 anytime. Thank 
you for your interest! (9)

12-1/2’ Dory Skiff, Harry Bryan design. 85% fin-
ished, old age has prevented me from finishing 
it. $875.
ED FUNKHOUSER, (908) 236-6918. (9)

14’ Compac Picnic Cat, ‘11, used 1 season, new 
cond. Swim ladder, sail & tiller covers, Merc 2.5hp 
4-stroke o/b, Easy Tilt trlr like new. Photos on In-
ternet. Will deliver in northeast. $10,500 obo. 
A. DUNLOP, Phoenicia, NY, (845) 688-5387, 
(845) 594-2248, captad3@aol.com. (9)

16’ Herreshoff DoublePaddle Canoe (Kayak), 
said to have been built under LFH supervision in 
Marblehead, ca ‘48. Accurate to plans in Sensible 
Cruising Designs. Exc cond. $3,500. MK Din-
ghy, 9’x4’, fg w/sailing & rowing rigs. Capacity: 
491lbs. Designed by US Navy, built by Cape Cod 
Shipbuilding. Gd cond. $2,500.
BOB KUGLER, Westport Pt. MA, (508) 6362236, 
enku451@charter.net (9)

12’ San Francisco Bay Pelican, sound hull, poly 
sail, trlr. $500.
MIKE LYNCH, Standish, ME, (207) 653-2330. (9)

IMAGINE THE PRIDE YOU’LL FEEL on the 
water in a boat built with your own two hands. 
Send $9.95 for Book of Boat Designs describing 
300 boats you can build.
GLEN-L, 9152 Rosecrans Ave, Bellflower, CA 
90706, (888) 700-5007, www.Glen-L.com/MA 
(online catalog) (9)

A Few Chuckles
From Mike McClure

SUP Ain’t Nuthin’ New!
Looka here…this stand up paddling ain’t nuthin new!

First Rule of Boating: “Keep the Water Out!”
These kids haven’t quite got the hang of it about canoeing, someone needs to tell them that 
people go into the canoe and the canoe goes into the water before becoming concerned with 

keeping the water out.
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Close Ca l ls     
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